
By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Despite 
a little pushback from one council 
member, a special use permit to 
construct more than 200 townhomes 
as part of a large-scale, mixed-use 
development off Covington Bypass 
Road was approved Monday.

Covington City Council members 
voted 4-1 to approve the permit for 
Taylor Weaver, who is planning to 
build 227 townhomes as part of a 
previously reported 200-acre mixed-
use development project called The 
Quarry at Neely Farms. In addition 
to the townhomes, developers plan 
for 330 houses located within two 
single-family detached neighbor-

hoods, 39 upscale estate homes, 
several condos and apartments, a 
variety of retailers and restaurants 
and an amphitheater, all surrounding 

a quaint quarry.
As first reported in May, local at-

torney Phil Johnson, who represents 
Neely Farms Family Limited Part-
nership LLLP, said the development 
could generate a more than $350 

million impact in Newton County. 
Site plans for the project have drawn 
comparisons to Avalon in Alpharetta.

Councilwoman Susie Keck cast 
the only dissenting vote for the 
townhomes proposal. Her reason 
was largely due to the lack of green 
space. 

“I’m all in favor of townhouses,” 
Keck said. “I was glad to be part 
of agreeing and bringing them to 
Covington. I’m not happy with the 
‘row’ look. To me, with six units to 
a building — I know that you can 
have up to 10 units per acre, per 
code — but it would be so much bet-
ter to have more grass, which would 

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— A 17-year-old is fac-
ing murder and weap-
ons charges connected 
to the recent death of 
a man found shot and 
killed at a residence 
near Fairview Elemen-
tary School.

Jayden Elijah Cuvilje, 
17, of Fieldview Lane, 
was charged in con-
nection to a shooting at 
90 Arlington Drive in 
Covington.

The shooting left 
Deartavius Tarrico 
Rogers, 25, of Conyers, 
dead Sept. 14 just be-
fore 11 p.m., according 

to a warrant and inci-
dent report.

A Newton County 
sheriff’s deputy reported 
responding to a “pen-
etrating trauma” in the 
area of Arlington Drive 
Sept. 14 at 10:55 p.m. 

The deputy arrived at 
the scene and reportedly 
detained three subjects 

who were not identified. 
He also observed “a 

male laying on his back 
with blood coming from 
his head in the drive-
way.”

“There was no signs 
of life for the male 
laying in the driveway 
so medical treatment 
was not rendered,” the 

deputy reported.
Crime scene techni-

cians were called and 
detectives were notified 
to investigate the inci-
dent, the report stated.

Cuvilje was later 
charged with using a 
handgun to shoot and 

Special | City of Covington
Pictured is an overhead view of renderings for 227 townhomes planned for a portion of The Quarry at Neely Farms, which is a 200-
acre mixed-use development planned for property off Covington Bypass Road, near the intersection of U.S. Highway 278.
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K-9 officer’s 
death still under 

investigation

City of CovingtonNewton County

Sheriff ’s office awaiting test results 
to determine cause of death

Councilwoman’s push for more green space at quarry project fails; unhappy with city’s code requirements

2 Newton residents to join Georgia DHS leadership team

“I want it to look like a 
community. I don’t want it to 
look like army barracks, and 

that’s how I feel it looks.”
– Councilwoman Susie Keck, East Ward Post 1, 
on the townhomes design’s lack of green space.

Special Photo
Newton County Sheriff’s Office K-9 officer 
Tom-Tom, a German shorthaired pointer, 
died in late August while inside one of the 
agency’s fleet vehicles.

Council OKs permit for 227 townhomes 
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Covington teen connected to recent shooting death of man found near Fairview Elementary School

 See MURDER, A6
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By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Newton 
County Sheriff’s Office this week 
was still awaiting the results of a 
death investigation to determine 
how a K-9 officer died after it was 
found in one of the agency’s fleet 
vehicles in late August.

A recent statement from the 
sheriff’s office said it will release 
information to the public “once the 
investigation is completed” about 
the death of K-9 officer Tom-Tom, a 
German shorthaired pointer.

University of Georgia experts are 
conducting the death investigation 
called a necropsy — an autopsy 
done on an animal.

A community activist recently 
claimed on his website that sources 
within the sheriff’s office alleged the 
K-9 officer died from heat exhaus-
tion both from neglect by its han-
dler and because of engine trouble 
which led to an aging vehicle’s air 
conditioner shutting off with the dog 
inside.

However, the sheriff’s office on 
Sept. 1 stated the vehicle in which 
the K-9 officer was left “was run-
ning, and the air conditioner ap-
peared to be properly functioning.”

“The death of K-9 Tom-Tom was 

Jayden Elijah 
Cuvilje

 See PERMIT, A6

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

ATLANTA — Two 
Newton County residents 
will be part of a new joint 
Executive Leadership 
team for the Georgia 
departments of Human 
Services and Family and 
Children’s Services.

Covington residents 
Robin Herron and Tan-
guler Gray will be part 
of the new leadership 
group that Georgia DHS 
Commissioner and DFCS 
Director Candice L. Broce 
announced Thursday, 
Sept. 23.

Effective Oct. 1, Herron 

will move from her job as 
Legal Affairs Manager in 
the office of Gov. Brian 
Kemp to become director 
of Executive Operations 
for DHS/DFACS.

Before joining the 
Governor’s Office, Herron Tanguler 

Gray
Robin 

Herron

State Government

 See TEAM, A7



By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolonww@covnews.com

PORTERDALE, 
Ga. — Destiny Gee is 
hoping the inaugural 
Freedom Fest she has 
organized this weekend 
will make a strong case 
against using a highly 
addictive and illegal 
drug that could end up 
consuming the user’s 
life.

Gee, a Covington 
resident, operates a 
nonprofit called March 
Against Meth that 
will host the inaugural 
Freedom Fest Saturday, 
Sept. 25, from 2 to 4 
p.m. at Porter Memorial 
Gym at 2201 Main St. 
in Porterdale.

The event is sched-
uled to feature three 
guest speakers as well 
as live musical perfor-
mances by Primo and 
East Rich; and testimo-
nies by others.

One of the scheduled 
speakers, Veronica 
Reid, said she plans 
to tell attendees about 
her experience with 
the drug — including 
turning her life around 
in 2019 after 18 years 
as a meth addict.

“If I could reach one 
family and give them 
hope it will be worth 
it,” she said. 

Gee, 27, is a single 
mom and office work-
er. She is an active 
member of Living Way 
World Church in Cov-
ington.

She also openly 
admits to overcoming 
meth and pill addic-

tions in her late teens in 
2013.

All who are sched-
uled to speak or 
perform have either 
overcome addictions 
or are working to gain 
“freedom” from them, 
Gee said.

“Each person comes 
from a different per-
spective on it,” Gee 
said. “I want to inspire 
(attendees) to keep go-
ing and go in the right 
direction.”

Reid began using 
meth at age 17 while 
living in Newton Coun-
ty because many of her 
friends were doing it 
and it was readily avail-
able, she said. 

She has not used 
methamphetamine for 
more than three years 
and now works for a 
local packaging com-
pany.

“We are breaking 
free one at a time so the 
next generation won’t 
have to go through 
what we did,” Reid 
said. 

The Georgia Meth 
Project reports the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement 
Administration lists 
Atlanta as a strategic 
hub for methamphet-
amine and other drug 
trafficking by Mexican 
drug cartels. 

It states that metham-
phetamine abuse costs 
Georgia an estimated 
$1.3 billion annually, 
including expenses 
related to law enforce-
ment, family and social 
services, treatment, and 

lost productivity[.
Many Georgia coun-

ties report that 50% to 
60% of children in fos-
ter care in those coun-
ties are there because of 
meth addiction by one 
or both parents.

Meanwhile, many 
national news outlets 
reported results of a 
recent study showing 
meth use increased 
43% between 2015 and 
2019, and deaths linked 
to methamphetamine 
overdoses nearly tripled 
the same time period in 
the U.S.

The results reported 
Wednesday in the pub-
lication JAMA Psychia-
try found the number of 
overdose deaths involv-
ing psychostimulant 
drugs— mostly meth— 
increased 180% from 
5,526 in 2015 to 15,489 
in 2019. 

However, meth use 
only increased by 43% 
in that same time peri-
od, suggesting that high 
risk behaviors such as 
mixing substances may 
be contributing to the 
increase in deaths, the 
study found.

John Ignacio Bruno
Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home
Mr. John Ignacio Bruno, 

age 76 passed away Thursday 
September 9, 
2021. He was the 
loving husband 
of Pam Bruno; 
they were blessed 
to have shared 15 
years of marriage 
together.

He was born in 
San Diego, Cali-
fornia on August 
26, 1945. His family eventu-
ally made their way to Geor-
gia where he graduated from 
Newton County High School. 
After high school, John joined 
the army and advanced to Lt 
Colonel earning himself many 

awards in addition to his highest 
honor of receiving the Vandiv-
er’s Trophy. He graduated with 
a BA from Trinity Christian 
College in Brownsville, TX and 
then from John Marshall Law 
School JD. After Law School, 
John became an entrepreneur 
and owned several businesses 
in addition to practicing law. 
Flanagan’s Bar & Grill, and Iggy 
Rentals are just to name a couple 
of those businesses.

He is survived and will be 
dearly missed by his wife Pam 
Bruno, his sons & daughters-
in-laws; Jeff & Amanda Bruno, 
Mike & Celeste Bruno, Brad 
& Brooke Bruno, his daughter 
& son-in-law Shelly & Grier 
Holifield, his stepsons and their 
wives; Michael & Rachel Baker 

and Matthew & Emily Baker, 
his sister Mary Pugh, his brother 
James Bowen, his 10 grand-
children; 4 step grandchildren; 
2 great-grandchildren; 2 step 
great-grandchildren; as well as 
many nieces and nephews. He 
was predeceased by his parents 
Mary Christine Johnson & Ig-
nacio Bruno, his brother James 
Bruno and his sister Carole 
Bruno.

John will always be remem-
bered for the great deeds that 
he did for others as well as his 
passion for fishing & boating.

This obituary was crafted with 
love and care by Mr. Bruno’s 
family. 

Visit www.caldwellandcowan.
com to place online condolenc-
es.

Kathy Jean McMichael
Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home
Kathy Jean McMichael, 

of Mansfield, passed away 
Wednesday, 
September 22, 
2021, at the age 
of 66. Kathy Jean 
was a dedicated 
employee with 
Jasper County 
Court House, 
where she retired 
after many years. 
A favorite hobby 
of hers was collecting hum-
mingbird figurines. Kathy Jean 
loved her family dearly, as well 
as her special dog, Valentine, 
and enjoyed the time spent with 
them. She was preceded in death 

by her parents, Thomas Terrell 
and Mildred Kathleen (Phillips) 
Blackstock; brother, Mickey 
Blackstock.

Survivors include her loving 
husband of 48 years, Olin Mc-
Michael; daughter and son-in-
law, Crystal and Steve Milligan; 
grandchildren, Nichole Wilson 
and Aaron Holcombe, Michael 
Wilson and Kendell Miller; 
brothers and sister-in-law, Hank 
and Robin Blackstock, Butch 
Blackstock; as well as her very 
special dog, Valentine.

A Funeral Service for Kathy 
Jean will be held Sunday, Sep-
tember 26, 2021, 4:00 P.M., at 
the Chapel of Caldwell & Cow-
an, 1215 Access Road, in Cov-
ington, with Rev. Tony Crecelius 

officiating and interment fol-
lowing in Lawnwood Memorial 
Park. Friends are invited to visit 
with the family at the funeral 
home, two hours prior to her 
service, from 2:00 – 4:00 P.M.

Gov. Brian Kemp’s latest 
executive order has eliminated 
restrictions on large gather-
ings; however, CDC guidelines 
recommend social distancing (6 
feet apart) and wearing of masks 
while in public.  Caldwell & 
Cowan Funeral Home requests 
that you observe these recom-
mendations while in our funeral 
home attending visitations and/
or services. 

Visit www.caldwellandcowan.
com to place online condolenc-
es. 
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‘Go in the right direction’

John Ignacio 
Bruno

Kathy Jean 
McMichael

Special Photo
Destiny Gee is hoping the inaugural Freedom Fest she 
organized this weekend will make a strong case against 
using a highly addictive and illegal drug that could end up 
consuming the user’s life.

Organizer hopes anti-meth event will show 
the perils of beginning use of illegal drug
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Saturday, Sept. 25
• Covington Regional Ballet’s House Party featuring 

contemporary dance and art show Sept. 25 at Porter Per-
forming Arts Center at 140 Ram Drive in Covington. Art 
show by Ré Phillips begins at 6 p.m. and dance perfor-
mances inspired by house, vogue, gospel and jazz music 
begin at 7 p.m. Visit www.newtoncountyarts.org.

• Free Kids Fishing Derby for ages 8 to 15 is set for 
Sept. 25 from 8 a.m. to noon at City Pond Park at 13501 
City Pond Road in Covington. Bring pole, bait and con-
tainer to keep fish in to qualify for prizes. Door prizes will 
be given. Participants must be accompanied by someone 
18 or older. Visit www.newtonrecreation.com or call 770-
786-4373.  

• Rivers Alive! 2021 cleanup of local rivers, lakes and 
streams Sept. 25 at 9 a.m. Participants meet at Longhorn 
Steakhouse at 6112 Pavilion Way in Covington. Register 
by Sept. 17 at www.keepnewtonbeautiful.org, print out 
and complete registration and release forms and email 
them to Keep Newton Beautiful. Call KNB at 770-784-
2015 or email newtonclean@co.newton.ga.us. 

• Freedom Fest hosted by March Against Meth Sept. 
25 from 2 to 4 p.m. at 2201 Main St. in Porterdale. Music, 
testimonies and guest speakers planned. For more infor-
mation, call 678-210-5975. 

Sunday, Sept. 26
• Flu shot clinic hosted by Salem United Methodist 

Church at 3962 Salem Road in Covington Sept. 26 at 
10:30 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. For more information, call 
770-786-6027.

Sunday, Oct. 3
• The Rotary Club of Covington’s 2021 Cars of the Past 

Car Show is set for Oct. 3 at 8 a.m. on the Covington 
Square. For more information, call 770-648-5087 or visit 
www.rotarycovington.org.  
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Kemp calls early 
November special 

legislative session for 
redistricting

The General Assem-
bly will meet Nov. 3 to 
begin a special session 
to redraw Georgia’s 
congressional and leg-
islative districts.

Gov. Brian Kemp 
announced the date for 
the session in a procla-
mation late Thursday.

Under Georgia law, 
the legislature must 
adopt new district 
boundaries every 
10 years to account 
for population shifts 
reflected in the U.S. 
Census.

Two legislative com-
mittees, one from the 
Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives and one 
from the state Senate, 
held hearings across the 
state during the summer 
to gather public feed-
back ahead of drawing 
the new maps.

Lawmakers heard an 
earful from representa-
tives of civil rights and 
voting rights groups 
calling for new district 
lines that accurately 
reflect population gains 
by minority groups 
during the last decade.

But if the past is any 
indication, the party in 
control of the General 
Assembly – in this 
case, the Republicans – 
will draw maps aimed 
at regaining losses 
during the last two 
election cycles in both 
the legislature and the 
state’s congressional 
delegation.

With dramatic growth 
having occurred in 
metro Atlanta and some 
parts of North Georgia 
since 2010, the maps 
also are expected to 
shift more legislative 
districts north of Inter-
state 20. Rural counties 
in the southern half of 
the Peach State likely 
will see a reduction in 
the number of districts 
reflecting losses in 
population sustained by 
those areas.

Among other things, 
lawmakers during the 
special session also 
will be asked to rat-
ify executive orders 
Kemp issued in May to 
suspend the collection 
of state gasoline and 
diesel fuel taxes. The 
governor acted after the 
shutdown of the Colo-
nial Pipeline disrupted 
fuel supplies.

However, the special 

session will not include 
legislative proposals to 
address the crime wave 
that has hit Georgia 
during the past 18 
months. Kemp had 
indicated in July that 
he planned to put crime 
on the agenda for the 
special session.

Also absent will be 
discussion of whether 
the state should expand 
its Medicaid program to 
cover more uninsured 
Georgians. Democrats 
have been calling for 
adding Medicaid to the 
special session agenda, 
but the governor has 
consistently opposed 
the idea due to the 
costs.

The special ses-
sion likely will run at 
least into the week of 
Thanksgiving. The last 
redistricting special ses-
sion, which took place 
in 2010, lasted for two 
and a half weeks.

– Capitol Beat News

Violence against 
healthcare workers 

increasing, 
state lawmakers told
A veteran nurse who 

was allegedly attacked 
by a violent patient was 
one of several speakers 
Thursday before a state 
Senate study commit-
tee formed to look into 
violence against health-
care workers.  

“I was attacked by a 
patient who had already 
attacked one of our 
technicians,” a nurse 
who identified herself 
only as Destiny, said. 
“While I was trying to 
de-escalate the situa-
tion, the patient lunged 
at me, grabbed my hair 
and twisted it in her 
hands. I was punched 
and kicked several 
times; I was bit; and 
she tried to drag me 
into the bathroom.”  

Destiny, who works 
at Northeast Georgia 
Health System’s Bra-
selton location, said it 
took five nurses and 
three security guards 
to restrain the patient. 
She said she suffered 
a back injury, multiple 
scratches and bruises, 
and weeks of headaches 
and anxiety as a court 
date nears.  

“I’ve been asked mul-
tiple times, am I sure I 
want to press charges,” 
she said. “The patient 
and her family have 
requested my home 
address, and now they 

know where I am. I 
work 12- and 14-hour 
shifts, and I have a son 
and daughter who are 
sometimes home alone.  

“We are here to take 
care of patients,” she 
said. “We are not here 
to be harmed.”  

According to a study 
from the Occupation-
al Safety and Health 
Administration, health-
care workers account 
for approximately 50% 
of all victims of work-
place violence.  

But Deborah Bailey, 
executive director of 
government affairs 
at Northeast Georgia 
Medical Center, told 
the committee 75% of 
all workplace assaults 
in the U.S. involve 
health-care workers.   

“Only 30% of nurses 
and 26% of physicians 
actually report those 
incidents,” Bailey said. 
“Violent altercations 
are so common now 
that most employees 
consider them just part 
of the daily job.”  

Workers in health-
care settings are four 
times more likely to be 
assaulted than work-
ers in private industry, 
according to the Joint 
Commission on Ac-
creditation of Health-
care Organizations.

“Alarmingly, the ac-
tual number of violent 
incidents involving 
health care workers 
is likely much higher 
because reporting is 
voluntary,” the com-
mission stated. 

Kevin August, a 
veteran former police 
officer and FBI official 
and now director of se-
curity at Grady Memo-
rial Hospital, said any 
legislation addressing 
attacks on health-care 
workers must come 
with enforcement 
powers.   

“Training and more 
staffing are imperative, 
but if police aren’t 
enforcing the laws and 
judges aren’t punishing 

it, this problem will 
never be solved,” he 
said.  

Lindsey Caulfield, 
chief marketing and 
experience officer at 
Grady, said health care 
is the fastest-growing 
industry in the nation, 
and health-care and 
social service workers 
are five times more 
likely to suffer violent 
workplace injuries than 
other workers.  

“Eighty percent of 
patients are responsible 
for those incidents,” 
Caulfield said.   

Anna Adams of the 
Georgia Hospital As-
sociation (GHA), said 
rising cases of violence 
are occurring through-
out the state, not just 
metro Atlanta.   

“The pandemic has 
highlighted our major 
workforce shortage,” 
she said. “These types 
of attacks are often 
covered under worker’s 
comp, and figures show 
22% of these claims 
are filed due to injuries 
inflicted by a patient, a 
member of a patient’s 
family, or a co-worker.”

Dr. Kathleen Toomey, 
commissioner of the 
Georgia Department 
of Public Health, said 
stresses brought on by 
the pandemic, coupled 
with easy access to 
social media, are also 
factors.  

Adams said a GHA 
survey shows most 
Georgia hospitals see 
violence against health-
care workers from 
mentally ill patients 
or patients suffering 
from behavioral health 
issues. 

State lawmakers 
passed a resolution cre-
ating the study commit-
tee earlier this year. Its 
mission is to look into 
the problem of violence 
against health workers 
in the state.

– Capitol Beat News

Legislators examine 
raising Georgia’s 

mandatory 
school age to 17

Legislators studying 
the issue of raising 
Georgia’s mandatory 
age for school atten-
dance from 16 to 17 
were met with tough, 
complex questions 
from some metro Atlan-
ta school officials on 
Wednesday.  

“The first question 
for us is, what is the 
reason for raising the 
age for compulsory 
attendance?” asked 
Gretchen Walton, com-
pliance and legislative 
affairs officer for the 
Cobb County School 
District. “Our research 
shows raising the age 
for compulsory atten-
dance doesn’t increase 
high school graduation 
rates. So what are some 
of the other reasons for 
doing so?” 

“What can you do at 
age 16?” asked Nicole 
Holmes, chief academ-
ic officer for Cherokee 
County schools. “What 
else is out there except 
fast-food and retail 
jobs? You can’t join 
the military. Our own 
research shows that 
raising the mandatory 

attendance age has to 
be coupled with other 
programs that support 
the student. So what 
is the impact you are 
hoping for by raising 
the age?” 

The meeting was 
the fourth of five by a 
Senate study committee 
formed earlier this year 
after state Sen. Lester 
Jackson, D-Savannah, 
introduced a bill to 
raise the school atten-
dance age.

“This is an idea for 
which we’ve seen sup-
port in every meeting so 
far,” Sen. Chuck Payne, 
R-Dalton, the commit-
tee’s chairman, told 
Capitol Beat before the 
meeting. 

Payne said the com-
mittee plans to file its 
recommendations for 
consideration in Janu-
ary, when the legislature 
reconvenes.  

“We can already spot 
kids who are heading 
down the wrong path by 
middle school,” he said. 
“The question is, what 
more can we do to get 
them back on the right 
track?” 

Jackson said Georgia’s 
current school attendance 
law is antiquated, dating 
back to the 1940s.

– Capitol Beat News
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Dear Editor:
One of the things that 

has bothered me the 
most about the mon-
ument situation is the 
idea that a single sitting 
board of commissioners 
(presumably elected for 
a variety of reasons be-
sides being art or social 
critics) should be able 
to immediately execute 
the dismantling of com-
memorative statuary 
and art that existed long 
before they were born 
and took office. Just 
four people voted to 
remove the monument, 
under the 100% false 
pretense it was under 
risk to be damaged by 
vandals. Open record 
requests prove there 
were never any threats 
made, the mention 
of threats came three 
weeks after the vote to 
remove the monument. 

Truth Is — They Lied 
and needed a reason 
to cover their vote to 
break the law. 

The Facts Prove That.
If the monument does 

get removed, Ga. Law 
50-3-1 will be violated 
by those commissioners 
that voted to remove, 
as well as county ethics 
rules of breaking this 
state law. If success-
ful in the removal, the 
three current commis-
sioners and one previ-
ous commissioner, as 
well as Newton County 
itself, will be subject 
to lawsuits because the 
Sovereign Immunity 
they feel they had as 
protection, ended on 
Dec. 31, 2020. 

Yes, they all will be 
sued for their actions 
in breaking the law, 
and their legal defense 
will be their’s to pay 
for. These lawsuits will 
happen, and they (and 
Newton County Govt.) 

will also be personally 
liable for state penalties 
and fines as well.   

Fact: A majority of 
citizens in this com-
munity do not want the 
monument removed, 
only a few power grab-
bing leaders do. Many 
of these elected leaders 
and their puppeteers 
proudly and openly 
boast and take credit for 
their agenda.

Monuments and 
immovable art were de-
signed to inspire future 
generations to examine 
them — perhaps with 
admiration but more 
likely with curiosity 
and perhaps astonish-
ment and occasionally 
scorn. The judgment 
can change as the 
decades and centuries 
pass. 

That’s exactly the 
point to be made. 

History can’t be 
changed by removal of 
monuments — society 
must learn from our 
past to embrace the 
future, a future of 
society’s continued 
quest for equality.

Covington used to 
be a center of im-
portant people and 
important decisions, 
a thriving Southern 
town, and its land-
scape today should 
absolutely reflect that 
history. After a long 
decline of limited 
local citizens shop-
ping and enjoying the 
downtown area, the 
Downtown Square 
has returned to be a 
thriving place to visit 
and enjoy. To shop 
- eat - enjoy music, 
and more. On a recent 
Saturday, the square 
was packed with vis-
itors, 48-plus vehicle 
tags parked around 
the Square were not 

from Georgia. Visitors 
enjoying our beautiful 
park-like Square, so 
rich in history. Visitors 
having their picture 
made standing with the 
monument in the back-
ground. At prom and 
graduation time, stu-
dents of every skin col-
or flock to have pictures 
made on the Square and 
with the monument. 
Tourism in Covington 
equals money. Movie 
crews filming in town 
equals money.

The idea of “adding 
to” rather than “sub-
tracting from” was an 
idea the BOC members 
refused to consider. 
Why are these commis-
sioners so against add-
ing another monument 
or statue? 

Why not add a statue 
of MLK or a Newton 
County native that 
helped the premise of 
equality? In our modern 
self-righteous vindic-

tive society that likes to 
masquerade as enlight-
ened, conscious, yet 
also rabidly emulating 
every mob of arrogant 
radicals in history.                                   

For the record: All 
lives matter — All 
history, of every mem-
ber of society of every 
skin color ... all matter 
in today’s society. The 
commissioners should 
represent all citizens 
of Newton County, not 
just those that want the 
monument removed. 
Their actions are clearly 
biased, and to be hon-
est, racially motivated. 
We have been told 
some commissioners 
have openly stated they 
want all county lead-
ership positions to be 
filled with people of 
color, including county 
manager, county legal 
team, and more. County 
leaders must stop using 

What’s it like 
for you when 
you have to 

do hard things? We’ve 
been 
talking 
with our 
8-year-
old a lot 
lately 
about 
this very 
subject. 
Doing hard things, for 
him, often comes with 
some big feelings. Me 
too.

The students I work 
with at Oxford College 
are in full swing now 
and many are starting 
to settle into a routine. 
The first few weeks, 
though, like any new 
year, come with big 
feelings for some of 
them too. They may 
have flirted with their 
independence in high 
school, but now they 
are married to it. Some 
of them hit the ground 
running while others 
need time and coun-
sel to find their way. 
A few, oftentimes just 
one or two, decide to 

return home. This is a 
hard moment in their 
life, as are many of the 
moments that include 
major life transitions.

My son’s piano teach-
er has been offering 
him lessons on zoom 
and then in person for 
over a year now. A few 
weeks ago, she invited 
him to play a postlude 
duet of Henry Purcell’s 
“Trumpet Tune” on the 
organ. 

His fascination with 
the organ stuck from 
day one of in-person 
lessons, which means 
he gets to noodle 
around on it at the end 
of each piano lesson 
now.

He’s been practicing 
for several weeks now, 
and the big day was this 
past Sunday. Big feel-
ings and a dose of ner-
vousness accompanied 
him to church, though 
he hid the feelings for 
the most part until later 
that day. As we made it 
to the choir loft and he 
stood waiting for the fi-
nal hymn to finish, I no-
ticed him edging closer 

not knowing when 
the hymn was going 
to end and whether he 
should be sitting on the 
organ bench yet. I was 
behind him, steadying 
my hand and ready to 
hit the bright red record 
button.

He slid next to his 
teacher and a minute 
later the hymn ended. 
It was time. She count-
ed off for him, and 
they began playing the 
majestic tune as peo-
ple exited the church. 
A few people stayed 
and then others came 
back from outside once 
they realized what was 
happening. 

In only the way time 
slips through our firm 
grip, the moment was 
gone. I had successful-
ly recorded it, which 
in and of itself was a 
miracle.

On our way home 
we talked about this 
important moment. I 
asked him how he was 
feeling. “I messed up,” 
he replied. Puzzled, 
I asked him what he 
meant, so we watched 

the video when we 
arrived home. He 
pointed out the mis-
take. It was at the very 
beginning, and I could 
see it in the video. His 
posture changed, and 
he looked at his teacher 
wondering what to do 
now. But, with her calm 
guidance, he kept going 
and all was well. 

In the end, I suspect 
that he and his teacher 
were the only ones who 
knew what had hap-
pened.

He was fixated on 
the mistake and when 
I tried to reassure him, 
those big feelings came 
to the surface as tiny 
lakes in his eyes. 

Later that night, I 
wrote to his music 
teacher thanking her 
for gifting him this 
opportunity and telling 
her about my interac-
tion with him. She was 
quick to reply the next 
morning, “Yesterday 
was fabulous for a first 
public performance. 
The normal adrenalin 

Whether you 
are a Dem-
ocrat or a 

Republican, liberal or 
conser-
vative, 
there 
is one 
thing 
that 
should 
unite 
one and 
all – how government 
spends your tax dol-
lars.  In Georgia, the 
best way to know that 
is through the state’s 
Open Records Law. 

In short form, gov-
ernment entities, agen-
cies and individuals 
using our tax dollars 
must — with very 
limited exceptions —  
make all documents 
available to us upon 
request.  Unfortunate-
ly, nothing in the law 
says it must be done 
willingly or coopera-
tively. 

One of the most 
egregious examples of 
a “public be damned” 
response to Open 
Records is occurring in 
Cobb County.

Cognia, the principal 
school accreditation 
agency in Georgia, is 
currently conducting a 
“special review” of the 
Cobb County School 
District at the behest of 
three Black Democrats 
on one of the world’s 
most dysfunctional 
school boards because 
they either can’t get 
along with the four 
white Republicans or 
don’t want to.

The Democrats 
asked Cognia for its 
“professional expertise 
in ensuring that the 
Cobb Board of Edu-
cation is upholding 
its duties as a govern-
ing body.” That is in 
lieu of looking in the 
mirror and discovering 
where the problem 
really lies.

Cognia agreed to the 
review saying it had 
received 50 communi-
ty and staff complaints.  
Complaints?  From 
whom? About what?  
Are they legitimate 
complaints or did some 
friends of the Demo-
crats do their pals a fa-
vor and make up stuff? 
No one knows because 
Cognia isn’t saying.  
The Marietta Daily 
Journal has asked to 
see the complaints to 
no avail. Cognia says 
they are not subject to 
Open Records.  Even 
the school district has 
not been allowed to see 
them.

Georgia Press Asso-
ciation attorney David 
Hudson says flatly, 
“Cognia is paid with 
taxpayer money for 
the services it provides 
to the Cobb School 
District. Therefore, 
the organization’s 
documents are sub-
ject to Open Records 
requests.” Still Cognia 
refuses to budge.

OK, time to call in 
the big guns – Geor-
gia’s Attorney General 
Chris Carr. His office 
is charged with ensur-

ing compliance with 
the Open Records Law.  
Or, so I thought.

“We will be un-
able to mediate your 
complaint,” Jennifer 
Colangelo, an assistant 
attorney general in 
Carr’s office, informed 
the Marietta Daily 
Journal, saying in part, 
“Based on the facts 
and email correspon-
dence presented here, 
it is unclear whether 
the records you re-
quested from Cognia 
are public records and 
it is therefore unclear 
whether Cognia is 
violating the Open 
Records Act.” 

Colangelo finishes 
the kiss-off with this 
head-scratcher, “The 
thoughts I have ex-
pressed in this email 
are not the official 
opinion of our office.” 
Say what?   I have seen 
better punts in a Pee 
Wee football game. 

I would remind Col-
angelo that her boss is 
running for reelection 
against a tough oppo-
nent and telling the 
media that Cognia’s ar-
rogant attitude is their 
problem, not the AG’s, 
is not the best way to 
win friends and influ-
ence voters.  Don’t 
think the newspapers 
in Georgia — includ-
ing this one — haven’t 
noticed. 

Jim Zachary is editor 
of the Valdosta Times 
and President Emeri-
tus of Georgia’s First 
Amendment Foun-
dation.  I asked him 
about the Attorney 
General’s response. “I 
do not see the ambigu-
ity the AG’s office is 
referring to,” Zachary 
says. “In my view, 
this is not a matter 
of just who holds the 
record but what is in 
the record and it seems 
obvious the contents of 
the documents in ques-
tion are the people’s 
business and if it is the 
people’s business, it 
should be public.”

Zachary goes on 
to say, “People with 
nothing to hide, sim-
ply don’t hide. So, 
the greater question 
here is not only what 
is Cognia trying to 
hide but what are the 
three members of the 
board hiding from the 
very public they were 
elected to serve?”  An 
excellent question.

Cognia’s leadership 
is not elected and it has 
a near monopoly in the 
business.  But their day 
of reckoning may be 
coming.

They are likely to 
find themselves in the 
legislative crosshairs 
in the next session of 
the General Assembly. 
State Sen. Lindsey 
Tippins, R-Cobb, a for-
mer chair of the Cobb 
School Board, says he 
has concerns over the 
motivations behind 
the review since the 
district had received 
renewed accreditation 
just two years earlier 
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rush threw him off 
just a bit, but people 
listening weren’t 
aware. Friends were 
happy and amazed!”  

Then she finished 
with, “And to us it 
was a holy moment.” 

What’s it like for 
you when you have to 
do hard things? 

We all know that 
life is full of difficul-
ty; we can certainly 
attest to that in the last 
year and a half espe-
cially. 

I wonder, though, 
where the holy breaks 
into our lives? Is it 
just in the easy and 
simple moments? Or, 
if we pay attention, 
does it also happen 
amid difficulty? 

Sam’s teacher was 
right, they shared a 
holy moment. Thanks 
to her, I made sure to 
remind him of that 
before he started his 
new school week.  

The Rev. Dr. Lyn 
Pace is a United 
Methodist minister 
and college chaplain 
who lives in Oxford, 
Georgia, with his 
spouse and 8-year-old 
son.
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LETTER:
Continued from A4

a racial agenda in their job of 
running Newton County. Equali-
ty is what society has worked for 
50-plus years. “One Newton” 
should promote equality. 

Are we really empowering the 
ever changing agenda of increas-
ingly undistinguished and hyper 
partisan elected officials to 
instantly lay waste to the work 
and cultural heritage of previous 
generations? Yes we are. 

It seems very unwise to con-
tinue allowing this from elected 
leaders.

I can see a time very soon 
when the citizens must oust the 
liberal mindset of “your history 
and heritage is offensive and 
must be removed while ours 
must be made front and center.”

That agenda is fueling more 
race division, not promoting 
equality in our local society.

A constant race to discredit 
and destroy everyone that the 
side currently in power hates? 

Because I promise that’s 
what’s already happening. Is that 
what we as citizens want?

Let’s be clear — the removal 
of the monument is not about to 
unify our society. It is a power 
play of revenge against Southern 
heritage. The monument is not 
about slavery, it honors those 
that died during the war, com-
mon people of every skin color, 
and these common people did 
not own slaves. This revenge 
against Southern heritage is 
reversing the equality MLK 
worked so hard for.

Many of the progressive Dem-
ocrat policies being advanced 
right now with the Taliban type 
removal of historical art and 
statuary that has been in place 
over 100 years is wrong. 

Our current leaders are sowing 
the seeds of discord for genera-
tions to come. 

It seems today’s political 
and cultural wisdom is not on 

display anywhere in modern 
America and this mindset of im-
mediate self-righteousness, like 
the hands of a ticking clock, will 
inevitably come back around. 

Somehow I think the verdict of 
future generations on our current 
leaders will be equally un-
kind — and yet ironically more 
accurate than today’s judgment 
of the past.

Save the monument on the 
Covington Square — stop elect-
ed leaders over reach of power.

Let’s petition the BOC to 
abandon their quest to remove 
the monument by proving their 
agenda is in no way representing 
all the citizens on Newton Coun-
ty. Bring the county residents 
together with positive leader-
ship, and stop creating more 
racial division, in their quest for 
more power.

Bill Nash
Local Business Owner

not to mention a lack 
of competition in the 
accreditation industry.

Rep. Ginny Ehrhart, 
R-Cobb, says, “There 
is no question that 
a private, unelect-
ed organization like 
Cognia, which wields 
power over our public 
schools, should not op-
erate behind a cloak of 
secrecy.”  She plans to 

introduce legislation “to 
fix the problems with 
accreditation in Geor-
gia,” meaning watch 
out, Cognia.

I saw a quote recent-
ly that said, “Keeping 
secrets from someone 
is no different than 
lying to them.  It’s still 
dishonest.”  To any 
school district in Geor-
gia doing business with 

this bunch in the future, 
remember that.  In my 
opinion, Cognia has 
taken a major hit to its 
reputation by kowtow-
ing to three disgruntled 
Democrats and then 
summarily thumbing its 
nose at the taxpaying 
public.  I can’t be more 
open than that.

Dick Yarbrough is an 
award-winning colum-
nist from Georgia. He 
is a Southern philoso-
pher, political pundit 
and straight-shooting 
humorist all rolled 
into one. Reach him at 
dick@dickyarbrough.
com or on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/
dickyarb.

COGNIA:
Continued from A4

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Newton County’s 
two congressmen have 
announced they are 
seeking applications 
from students wanting 
appointments to any 
of the nation’s service 
academies.

U.S. Rep. Jody Hice, 
R-Greensboro, said 
this week he is accept-
ing applications from 
“highly-qualified” stu-
dents living in the 10th 
Congressional District 
who are seeking ap-
pointments to the U.S. 
military service acad-
emies, including the 
U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, New 
York; U.S. Air Force 
Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; U.S. 
Naval Academy in An-
napolis, Maryland; and 
U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy in Kings 
Point, New York.  

U.S. Rep. Hank 
Johnson , D-Lithonia, 
in August announced 
that he is accepting 
applications from stu-
dents living in the 4th 
Congressional District 
seeking nominations 
and appointments to the 
four service academies, 
as well. 

Residents of Hice’s 
district seeking a nom-
ination must submit a 

completed application 
to the Greensboro dis-
trict office by Oct. 22, 
2021, a news release 
stated.  

To be considered 
for an appointment 
to a service academy, 
applicants must be 
nominated by a mem-
ber of Congress or an 
authorized nominating 
source. The applica-
tion process demands 
outstanding test scores, 
a high GPA, and a com-
mitment to leadership 
and community service, 
stated a news release 
from Hice’s office. 

Students living in 
the 4th Congressio-
nal District who are 
interested in applying 
should visit the Con-
gressman’s website for 
application forms and 
more information about 
the process at: https://
hankjohnson.house.
gov/serving-you/mili-
tary-academy-nomina-

tions.
The deadline for 

completed applications 
is Oct. 25, 2021, by 5 
p.m. (no exceptions) 
at the Congressman’s 
District office: 5240 
Snapfinger Park Drive, 
Suite 140, Decatur, 
GA 30035 or e-mailed 
to GA04noms@mail.
house.gov.

All submissions 
should be made to: Ser-
vice Academy Nomina-
tion Review Board, The 
Office of Congressman 
Hank Johnson, Atten-
tion: Shy Armstrong.

“Putting forward 
nominations of 4th 
District students for 
admission to the U.S. 
Military Academies is 
one of the most import-
ant jobs we do each 
year,” said Rep. John-
son. “The nomination 
process is not easy. It’s 
a long road, but it’s 
rewarding. All of our 
outstanding nominees 

are at or near the top 
of their class in aca-
demics, athletics and 
community service.”

Since taking office 
in 2007, Johnson has 
nominated more than 
190 Fourth District 
students with 110 
receiving appointments. 
These appointments are 
worth more than $39 
million in college tui-
tion costs collectively.

The U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy is the 
only one of the service 
academies that offers 
appointments solely 
on the basis of a na-
tionwide merit-based 
competition, and there-
fore, no congressional 
nomination is needed, 
the release from Hice 
stated.

“Attending a U.S. 
service academy is 
an opportunity like 
none other, including 
a fully-funded under-
graduate education 

and a commission as 
a U.S. military officer 
upon graduation,” Hice 
said. “I look forward to 
working with our 10th 
District students, who 
are some of the nation’s 
best and brightest, as 
they embark upon the 
journey to serve in our 
United States Armed 
Forces.”

For more information 
about the 10th District 
nomination process, 
visit Hice’s website or 
email ga10noms@mail.
house.gov.

For more information 
about the 4th District 
process, e-mail GA04n-
oms@mail.house.gov 
or call 770-987-2291. 

Future Army 
soldiers take 
the Oath of 
Enlistment 
Sept. 7 at 
West Point.
Special Photo 
| U.S. Military 
Academy
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2135 Pace Street • Covington, GA 30014
(Morgan Plaza)  

770-786-7979

11290 Brown Bridge Rd. 
Covington, GA 30016

www.dwairflow.com • 770-788-7700
High-Quality Air Conditioning Services Since 1986

Your Comfort is 
Our Business

Stay Cool
This  

Summer!

4131 Highway 278 NW 
Covington, GA 30014

770-728-1464 
smoothieking.com

BUY ONE, GET 
ONE FREE

With coupon. Cannot be combined with other 
coupons. Not valid on Friday. Expires 7/14/22.

11980 Highway 142 N | Oxford, Georgia 30054 
770-786-4688

Executive Director – Cassandra Jenkins | Community Relations Director – Amy Stowe

COST-EFFECTIVE & COMFORTABLE ASSISTED LIVING
Discover a life that perfectly blends the comfort, stability, and ease of home 
living with the benefits of a community that truly cares. Each lifestyle is 
designed to foster a life of emotional, mental, spiritual, and physical wellbeing, 
whether you choose assisted living, memory care, or respite care. No matter 
the lifestyle you pick, you can expect our team to deliver the absolute best in 
senior living care. Regardless of your needs, we are committed to you.
A COMMUNITY DESIGNED FOR YOU
At Merryvale, you’re part of a vibrant community designed with your needs and interests in mind. We’re dedicated to making the 
decision-making process for your transition to community living as seamless as possible. Our services include comprehensive, 
personalized wellness plans and thoughtful financial guidance and resources. We’re happy to work directly with you and your family 
to create a plan that fits your needs and to answer any questions that arise along the journey. Contact us today to get started.

We Proudly Carry 
UltraComfort  

Lift Chairs.Quality at Savings Since 1919

SUPER SUPPORTIVE
Hand-blown, Overstuffed, 

Conjugated Microfiber  
Dacron Fill

STRONGEST IN THE 
INDUSTRY
•  Northern Maple Hardwood 

Frame on all Stress Points
•  Double Doweled at Stress 

Points
• Reinforced Mitre Blocks
• Stapled and Glued

EASY DISCONNECT
Quick–release
Hand Control

EXTRA STABILITY
Rear Landing LegsSTRONG & LONG 

LASTING
9-gauge Steel

Scissor Mechanism

LONG LASTING FOR 
INCREDIBLE COMFORT
5 Standard
8-gauge Springs

FITS IN ANY HOME DECOR
Wide Fabric Selection

STABILITY & SUPPORT
Adjustable Anti-Skid  
Feet

REST • RELAX
REJUVENATE™

1145 Clark Street • Covington, GA 30014
770-786-2635

www.ramseyfurniturecompany.com
Tuesday-Saturday 10:00am-6:00pm

Covington police charge 2 teens after 50 
vehicle burglaries reported in September

8151 Hazelbrand Rd NE • Covington, GA 30014 • 470-444-1550
www.oreillyearlylearningcenter.com • info@oreillyearlylearningcenter.com

O’Reilly Early  
Learning Center
“The place where minds 

are developed to succeed”

We offer the STEM program and the
Creative Strategy Curriculum

Enroll Your child today!!
6 weeks-12 years
Monday-Friday

6:30am-6:30pm

MURDER:
Continued from A1

kill Rogers, a warrant 
stated.

The Newton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
arrested Cuvilje and 
charged him with one 
count each of Felony 
Murder, Aggravated 
Assault, Possession of 
a Pistol or Weapon by 
Person under 18 years 
of age, Possession of 
a Firearm or Knife 
During Commission of 
or Attempt to Commit 
Certain Crimes, and 
Possession of Mari-

juana of Less than 1 
Ounce.

Cuvilje was assigned 
a public defender for 
his defense in court, 
records show.

A witness statement 
was taken and the vic-
tim’s Toyota Tacoma 
truck was towed from 
the scene.

The report stated 
the relationship be-
tween the suspect and 
victim was unknown. 
An investigation was 
continuing Friday.

PERMIT:
Continued from A1

require less density.”
A partner develop-

er of Taylor Weaver 
briefly addressed 
Keck’s comments, 
saying the townhomes 
were designed specific 
to the city’s codes and 
requirements, which 
ultimately led to a lack 
of coveted green space.

Keck then asked if 
the city’s code could 
be amended to accom-
modate for more green 
space.

“I want it to look like 
a community,” Keck 
said. “I don’t want it to 
look like army bar-
racks, and that’s how I 
feel it looks.

“I know that we 
put in new zoning for 
townhomes,” she add-
ed. “We didn’t really 
discuss what the zoning 
was. This was our first 
townhome community 
to come before us, and 
I see what we’re re-
quiring and I don’t like 
it. If this is what we’re 
requiring, I don’t like it. 
Covington is a quaint, 
Southern town, and — I 
need grass there. I need 
breaks. I don’t need 

roads.”
Eventually, Keck put 

forward a motion to 
approve the special-use 
permit with the added 
condition that there 
only be eight townho-
mes per acre, rather 
than the planned 10 per 
acre, which would have 
totaled 181 townhomes 
— 46 less than the orig-
inal proposal. However, 
her motion later died 
for a lack of a second.

Council members 
Don Floyd, Anthony 
Henderson, Kenneth 
Morgan and Hawnethia 
Williams each under-
stood Keck’s reasoning, 
and some of them even 
agreed that more green 
space was preferable. 
But because every code 
and zoning requirement 
had been met, and pro-
posed conditions were 
also being addressed, 
the four believed “mov-
ing the goal post” now 
wouldn’t be the right 
thing to do. Council-
woman Fleeta Baggett 
was not present for 
the meeting, as Mayor 
Steve Horton said she 
was recovering from a 
recent surgery.

The council then 
moved to approve the 
original proposal and 
OK the special use 
permit with the follow-
ing conditions from city 
staff and the Planning 
Commission:

• Covington Bypass/
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Ave. intersection 

approval by GDOT 
prior to obtaining a 
Land Disturbance 
Permit (LDP) & con-
struction complete prior 
to issuing a Certificate 
of Occupancy (CO) for 
any building.

• Road entering Sce-
nic Parkway must meet 
minimum remoteness.

• Onsite amenities are 
required to be installed 
at 60% completion of 
units.

During the time for a 
public hearing, Johnson 
provided an update on 
the intersection approv-
al from GDOT. He said 
after the developers’ 
traffic engineer further 
reviewed initial plans 
for a roundabout, it was 
determined traffic flow 
wouldn’t be helped 
much due to sizable 
neighboring develop-
ments underway. John-
son said the engineer 
was currently drawing 
plans to make it a “sig-
nalized intersection” 
and include left-hand 
turn lanes.

“It’s not what we had 
originally wanted to do 
… but the traffic engi-
neer and DOT thought 
that this [signalized in-
tersection] was a better 
solution,” Johnson said.

On the issue of 
increased traffic and 
growth, Horton said 
he and other city staff 
members recently met 
with Newton County 
Schools Superintendent 
Samantha Fuhrey to 

seek input on how the 
district may be affected 
by the increasing num-
ber of developments 
happening within the 
city.

“The city engineer 
provided the school 
system a detailed list 
of what we believe that 
are developments that 
will occur within our 
city, some along this 
corridor,” Horton said. 
“In talking with the su-
perintendent … though 
she didn’t really voice 
any concerns to begin 
with about capacity, as 
we continued to talk 
she did voice some con-
cerns for development 
within what she called 
the east side, east-New-
ton school areas, and I 
think she specifically 
mentioned the bypass 
road.”

Horton said in that 
same conversation, 
Fuhrey shared that 
capacity at the elemen-
tary schools and middle 
schools were manage-
able, but high schools 
had the fastest growing 
numbers, and one had 
already reached its 
capacity.

“In spite of the con-
cerns, I don’t think they 
were willing to say stop 
or restrict development 
from their standpoint 
because, as she said, 
you just didn’t know 
how people were com-
ing or not coming with 
a development,” Horton 
said.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — Police say they 
believe two Covington 
teens were among a 
group that entered and 
stole from more than 
50 vehicles countywide 
earlier this month.

Tremayne Hill, 18, 
and Mekhi Nickols, 18, 
both of Nixon Circle in 
Covington, were being 

held in the Newton 
County Detention 
Center Thursday on 
charges related to a rash 
of thefts from vehicles 
inside the city.

Nickols is charged 
with 19 counts of enter-
ing vehicles with intent 
to commit theft, and 
one count of stealing a 
vehicle. He was being 
held without bond. 
Hill is charged with 
two counts of entering 
vehicles with intent to 
commit theft. 

More charges are 
possible for allegedly 
doing the same crimes, 
said spokesman Capt. 
Ken Malcom.

Malcom said Cov-
ington Police Officer 
Wesley Couch observed 
two individuals at the 
intersection of Floyd 
and Mill streets wearing 
all black clothing Sun-
day, Sept. 19, at about 3 
a.m. Couch conducted 
field interviews with 

the two individuals and 
one, Hill, was arrested 
on a charge of giving a 
false name, .

“The second subject 
was positively iden-
tified by officers as 
Mekhi Nickols,” Mal-
com said. “These two 
individuals matched the 
description of the indi-
viduals who entered ap-
proximately 35 vehicles 
in the city limits and 
[several other] vehicles 
outside the city limits in 
recent days.”

Covington Detectives 
Sgt. Slade McCullough, 
Julie English and Mark 
Joyner continued the 
investigation and de-
termined that Hill and 
Nickols were among 
a group involved in a 
recent rash of thefts that 
included a Ford Edge 
earlier this month.  

Hill and Nickols were 
being held in the New-
ton County Detention 
Center on the charges. 

“This is an ongo-
ing investigation and 
additional charges are 
expected,” Malcom 
said.

He said other agen-
cies were investigating 
the additional Entering 
Auto cases outside the 

city limits. 
Nickols and Hill 

are accused of being 
connected with a series 
of vehicle thefts and 
burglaries in and near 
one Covington neigh-
borhood during the 
three-day Labor Day 
weekend.

Four vehicles were 
stolen and 12 vehicles 
entered during the 
weekend earlier this 
month, Malcom said.

He said police re-
covered two of the 
four stolen vehicles, 
including a Chevrolet 
Silverado stolen from 
Ashley Drive and the 
Ford Edge stolen from 
Dearing Street, in the 
Covington Housing 
Authority apartment 
complex on Alcovy 
Street.

At least three offend-
ers walked through 
Covington Place and 
nearby neighborhoods 
where they entered 
several unlocked vehi-
cles and took a variety 
of items of value. All 
appeared to be young 
males and “possibly 
teenagers,” Malcom 
said.

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News
From left, Ashley Hoffman and Brooklynne Hart wait to 
give information about available rental assistance in 
the Historic Courthouse in Covington Tuesday, Sept. 
21.

Rental Assistance
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141 South Cherokee Road • Social Circle, GA141 South Cherokee Road • Social Circle, GA

The Social Circle OriginalThe Social Circle Original

Conner Smith Realty is a boutique agency Conner Smith Realty is a boutique agency 
serving Social Circle, Covington, Monroe and serving Social Circle, Covington, Monroe and 

surrounding areas for almost 30 years.surrounding areas for almost 30 years.

Trusted • Respected • RecommendedTrusted • Respected • Recommended

Call us today.  Call us today.  
We would love the We would love the 

opportunity to serve you!opportunity to serve you!
770-464-0897770-464-0897

WELL MANNERED
138 South Cherokee Road • Social Circle, GA 30025

678-465-9333 
www.shopwellmannered.com

Buy 2 T-Shirts, Get 1 Free!

Find Something  
Unique!

Softest Cotton Tee 
Shirts,  

Custom Tee Shirts.
No Minimum

2131 Pace Street | Covington, GA 30014
678-712-6636 | www.raheastatl.com

We provide the RightCare, allowing 
you to be the son/daughter again.

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:
• Personal Care
• Fall Prevention

• Light House Keeping
• Shopping & Errands

Directors Mark Ross and Dr. Nicole Ross
A global network where most offices are independently owned.

Business | Auto | Home | Life & Health

Piedmont insurance
associates, inc.

Since 1948

The right advice, the right coverage,  
at the right time.

10243 South Dearing St. • Covington, GA 30014
770-788-9000 • www.piedmontins.com

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Our People.What’s the #1 Reason to Bank with United Bank?

 7200 Highway 278 NE |  Covington |  678 .342 .72 11  |  accessunited .com

Public input will play major role in county parks master plan

an unfortunate circumstance that 
has greatly impacted our agency 
and community,” the sheriff’s 
office posted on its Facebook 
page Sept. 1.

Tom-Tom had worked for the 
agency for two years and was 
trained to detect explosives, 
stated an Aug. 31 posting on the 
sheriff’s office’s Facebook page. 

Sheriff Ezell Brown said Tom-
Tom was assigned to the Newton 
County Superior Court “where 
he was loved by the judges, 
court personnel, and visitors.” 

“The death of K-9 Tom-Tom 
has greatly impacted our agency. 
He was loved and cherished by 
all who worked with him and by 
those he served,” Brown said. 

“I thank K-9 Tom-Tom for his 
service to our Newton Coun-
ty community and the state of 
Georgia. 

Brown said his “sincere con-
dolences and prayers go out” to 
handler Deputy Tremelle Riley 
“and his family who have lost a 
member of their family.”

served as the Executive 
Assistant to the Georgia 
Secretary of State. 

She was a Pre-K 
paraprofessional at 
Mansfield Elementary 
School prior to her state 
service. 

Herron holds a para-
legal certificate from 
the University of Geor-
gia Center for Continu-
ing Education. 

She and her husband, 
Donny, reside in Cov-
ington and have one 
son.

Gray was named 
deputy commissioner 

of Aging Services and 
Child Support Services, 
also effective Oct. 1. 

She previously served 
as deputy commission-
er and child support 
administrator for DHS. 
Before that, she was di-
rector of the Division of 
Child Support Services. 

Gray is Six Sigma 
Green Belt certified and 
has more than 26 years 
of leadership and child 
support related experi-
ence with DHS. 

“She is a pragmatic 
executive leader with a 
proven track record in 

government accounting, 
fiscal operations, cus-
tomer service, organiza-
tional effectiveness, and 
field, state, and agen-
cy-level operations,” a 
news release stated. 

Gray earned a Bach-
elor of Business Ad-
ministration degree 
in Accounting and 
has served as a board 
member of the National 
Child Support Enforce-
ment Association for 
the past six years. She 
is currently serving a 
second term as a board 
member of the Eastern 

Regional Intergovern-
mental Child Support 
Association. 

Gray lives in Coving-
ton and has one daugh-
ter and one son.

Craig Foster, who 
served as Deputy 
Director of Policy in 
the office of Gov. Brian 
P. Kemp, will serve as 
Chief of Staff for DHS/
DFACS. Chris Hemp-
fling will assume the 
role of Deputy Chief of 
Staff and Senior Depu-
ty Commissioner. 

TEAM:
Continued from A1

DEATH:
Continued from A1

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Public input will 
play a major part in 
compiling a plan for 
future operation of the 
county government’s 
parks and recreation 
facilities, a design spe-
cialist says.

Aaron St. Pierre of 
Lawrenceville-based 
Lose Design told 
Newton County com-
missioners during a 
Tuesday, Sept. 21, work 
session the study of the 
county government’s 
parks and recreation 
facilities and operations 
also would include sug-
gestions on how to fund 
new facilities.

County Manager 
Lloyd Kerr said the 
plan is costing $93,000 
but will “take us into 
the future.”

“This is something 
that we have never 
done in this county,” 
Kerr said.

St. Pierre said a series 
of open meetings were 
planned where resi-
dents could participate 
in activities and give 
comments informally 
to those conducting the 
study — rather than a 
more formal meeting 
featuring a speaker.

“Citizen input is go-
ing to be a driving force 
behind the recommen-
dations in the master 

plan,” he said.
Open meetings to 

gain residents’ input 
on what they want to 
see in county parks 
are scheduled for each 
county commission 
district in October.

They include:
• Oct. 18, 6 to 8 p.m., 

at Mansfield Communi-
ty Center at 3158 Hwy. 
11 South in Mansfield 
(District 1);

• Oct. 21, 6 to 8 p.m., 
at Turner Lake Park at 
6185 Turner Lake Road 
in Covington (District 
5);

• Oct. 26, 6 to 8 p.m., 
at Turner Lake Park 
(District 4);

• Oct. 27, 6 to 8 p.m., 
at Newton County 
Sheriff’s Office West 
Precinct at 3612 Salem 
Road in Covington 
(District 3);

• Oct. 28, 6 to 8 p.m., 

at Porter Memorial Li-
brary at 6191 Hwy. 212 
in Covington (District 
2).

St. Pierre said his 
company already had 
assessed facilities at 
each of the county’s 
parks and interviewed 
parks and recreation 
staff members.

He said the compre-
hensive study would in-
clude an analysis of the 
available funding and 
ways to gain revenue; 
and any increases need-
ed in staffing levels.

An inventory of 
facilities, their geo-
graphic distribution and 
analysis of any gaps 
that exist also would be 
included, he said.

It also would assess 
the county’s demo-
graphics, including 
possible future shifts in 
population, to deter-

mine the best locations 
for future parks.

Other governments’ 
parks and recreation 
departments’ reaction to 
trends in their commu-
nities will be included, 
he added.   

Lose Design would 
issue a draft report to 
commissioners, likely 
in February, St. Pierre 
said. It then would 
gather any final in-
formation needed and 
submit a final report in 
April 2022.

For more informa-
tion, call 770-786-4373 
or visit newtonrecre-
ation.com.

Also Tuesday, Sept. 
21, commissioners 
heard a presentation 
from Cynthia Patterson 
of the Georgia Depart-
ment of Community 
Affairs concerning 
available rental assis-

tance in Newton Coun-
ty.

She said a total of 
516 Newton County 
tenants had applied for 
the money, with 150 
qualifying and receiv-
ing $1.2 million. 

The remaining 316 
either were ineligible or 

the application was still 
being processed, she 
said.

Patterson said fund-
ing was still available 
but both landlord and 
tenant must complete 
applications for it.

The funding would be 
paid directly to land-
lords and could cover 
up to 18 months of rent 
payments, she said.

However, those 
seeking the funding 
must prove they have 
a hardship related to 
COVID-19, such as 
becoming unemployed 
because of it; and they 
risk becoming home-
less without the money, 
she said.

For more informa-
tion, call 833-827-7368 
or visit https://georgia-
rentalassistance.ga.gov.

Special Photo | Newton County
Design specialists putting together Newton County’s master plan for the future of its parks and recreation operations 
will rely heavily on the public’s input.



We don’t  knowingly accept 
advertisements that discriminate, 
or intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not  bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national  origin, handicap or 
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED TO BUY OR 
TRADE

FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.
Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 
312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Is the bank 
threatening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner’s Relief Line! 
FREE CONSULTATION! 855-
596-0109

EDUCATION /Career 
Training

Medical Billing and Coding 
Training. New Students 
Only.  Call and Press 1. 100% 
Online courses. Financial 
Aid Available for those who 
qualify. Call 833-628-2698.

HEALTHCARE

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today!  
877-627-2704   [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]  

HEARING AIDS!! Buy 
one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano 
hearing aids priced 90% less 
than competitors. Nearly 
invisible! 45-day money back 
guarantee! 866-395-1310

Denied Social Security 
Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+ filed for SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help you get 
approved! No money out of 
pockets! Call 1-855-513-8730.

Attention Oxygen Users: 
THE NEW INOGEN ONEG5. 
1-6 flow settins. Designed for 
24 hour oxygen use. Compact 
and Lightweight. Get a Free 
Info Kit today: 855-968-2718.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
Easy, One Day updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 866-
286-5461.

Call Empire Today to 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 1-866-
971-9196.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off and 
0% financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-735-
0477.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Clayton Signing Agent, 
LLC Mobile Notary Services/
Certified Signing Agent 
Member of the National 
Notary Association. Email: 
claytonsa@nnacsa.com Cell: 
404-820-1093.

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free 
Diagnosis by Geeks On Site! 
Virus removal, data recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY $20 off 
any service with coupon 
42522!  Restrictions apply 
844-739-4842.

Need IRS Relief $10K - 
$125K+ Great Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness Call 1-855-558-
2664. Monday – Friday 7AM 
- 5PM PST.

SERIOUSLY INJURED in 
an AUTO ACCIDENT?  Let 
us fight for you! Our network 
has recovered millions for 
clients! Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 855-399-5797

INVENTORS – FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to 
manufacturers. Call 1-844-
656-1522 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.

Cash for Cars! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled—
It doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 833-
882-3437.

Donate your car to charity. 
Receive the maximum value 
of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All Conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details 866-994-1146.

PROBLEM CREDIT 
REPORT? Lexington Law 
helps work  to challenge 
inaccurate negative items 
including; Identity theft, 
collections, late payments, 
liens, and more from your 
credit report. Call for a free 
consultation 877-250-3937

TV/INTERNET 

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 
FOR 190 channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-866-369-1468.

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch to DIRECTV & Save + 
get a $100 visa gift card! Get 
more channels for less money. 
Restrictions apply. Call now 
844-973-0639.

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 1/21/22. 1-877-
740-8994

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low as $49.95/
month.(for the first 3 months) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-844-510-
9951.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/
mo with 190 channels and 3 
months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day 
installation!
Call 855-808-6843.

DIRECTV – Every live football 
game, every Sunday – 
anywhere – on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS- 1-888-505-3785

AT& T INTERNET. Starting at 
$40/month w/12 –mo. Includes 
1 TB of data per month. Get 
more for your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Ask us how 
to bundle and save! Geo & 
svc restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-888-581-6815

VACATION RENTALS

Advertise Your Vacation 
Property to more than 1 million 
Georgia newspaper readers. 
Your 25 word classified ad will 
appear in over 100 Georgia 
papers for $350. Call Jennifer 
@ Georgia Newspaper 
Service, 770-454-6776 

GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE 
& TOUR 12 days, departs 
May - Sep 2022          
1-888-498-0222 promo code 
N7017 YMT Vacations.
* Prices are per person based 
on double occupancy plus up 
to $299 in taxes & fees. Single 
supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on 
airfare
available. Onboard Credit 
requires purchase of Ocean 
View or Balcony Cabin. Offers 
apply to new bookings only, 
made by 9/30/21. Other terms 
& conditions may apply. Ask 
your Travel Consultant for 
details.

Announcements

Personals
TO RALPH Fullers children my 
first cousin, I would ask them to 
call me 770-367-8559 Ralph was 
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Classifieds

legals

 See LEGALS, A9

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY!
ALL TRAINING COSTS WILL BE COVERED!

Public Works and Utilities Maintenance Worker I
Minimum Qualifications:

• Lineman certification preferred. If no Lineman certification upon employment, employee will 
be expected to earn the certification within a reasonable period of time.

• Possession of a valid driver’s license issued by the State of Georgia, with a 3-year clean 
record. CDL preferred; if no CDL upon employment, employee may be expected to qualify for 
CDL within a reasonable period of time.

• Must have a valid driver’s license issued by the State of Georgia, with a 3-year clean record.

Top candidates will possess the following knowledge, skills, and abilities at a minimum:

• Knowledge of the methods and practices involved in the design, operation, construction, 
maintenance, and repair of electrical utilities and water distribution systems.

• Knowledge of water distribution operations.

• Knowledge of municipal electrical distribution system operations and practices.

• Knowledge of safety regulations related to utilities systems.

• Skill in using a variety of hand and power tools and heavy equipment.

The city requires a pre-employment drug screen, background investigation, and a 3-year 
Motor Vehicle Report.  

Entry salary for this position is $28,727.92 - $30,182.87 depending on qualifications. The City 
of Oxford offers a comprehensive benefits package including paid holidays, sick and vacation 
leave, health, dental, vision and life insurance coverage, short- and long-term disability coverage, 
and a defined contribution retirement plan with employer match opportunities. 

For a complete list of job responsibilities and application, visit our website at https://
www.oxfordgeorgia.org or contact Jody Reid at jreid@oxfordgeorgia.org.  

Completed job applications may be dropped off in person or mailed to:
Oxford City Hall 
Attn: Jody Reid
110 West Clark Street 
Oxford, GA 30054  

Resumes submitted without completed applications will not be considered. Applications will 
be accepted through Monday, October 11, 2021.

The City of Oxford is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

For more information, contact Circulation 
Department at 770-728-1418 or come by 

The Covington News located at 
1166 Usher Street, Covington, GA 30014

Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm.

DO YOU LIKE TO DRIVE?
Do you have reliable transportation, a valid driver’s 

license/insurance and are 18 years or older?

Does working early mornings a few 
hours for 2 days sound nice?

Would you like to make extra money as an 
independent part-time contractor?

Then a Newspaper Carrier position would be 
perfect for YOU!!

CITY OF COVINGTON
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

The City of Covington is currently accepting applications for 
a Gas Construction Supervisor in the Gas Department with 
a starting hourly rate of $27.80 to a maximum hourly rate of 
$40.83 depending upon qualifications. Qualified applicants may 
apply on our website by downloading an application packet at 
cciittyyooffccoovviinnggttoonn..oorrgg, or may apply in person at Covington 
City Hall, 2194 Emory Street, Covington, Georgia 30014. This 
position will remain open until filled. The City of Covington is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CITY OF COVINGTON
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

The City of Covington is currently accepting applications 
for a Heavy Equipment Mechanic in the Auto/
Equipment Maintenance Shop Department with a 
starting hourly rate of $17.96 to a maximum hourly 
rate of $27.37 depending upon qualifications. Qualified 
applicants may apply on our website by downloading 
an application packet at cityofcovington.org, or may 
apply in person at Covington City Hall, 2194 Emory 
Street, Covington, Georgia 30014. This position will 
remain open until Wednesday October 6, 2021. The 
City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

the son of Ludie Cook-Fuller and 
Brodnaik Fuller and the brother of 
Susan Lee Fuller-Clark who was 
my mother. Myra Lee Clark- Smith

Jobs

Help Wanted
SOUTHERN PIPELINE, INC, 

Looking to hire Pipeline & Gas Utility 
Workers. All positions available: 
Foreman, Machine Operator, 
General Labor. Work Mondays 
through Fridays, weekends off. Pay 
varies with experience and skillset, 
starting pay at least $12/hr. Get 
paid every Friday. Must have a valid 
driver’s license and pass a drug test. 
Insurance offered after 30 days. Call 
Jhonny at (678) 472-4172 or Email 

jphommaly@southernpipeline.org

Real Estate

Room For Rent
LOCAL BUSINESS Owner has
ROOM FOR RENT
4 MILES from town off 
BROWN BRIDGE Road
MUST BE responsible
SERIOUS APPLICANTS ONLY
MAIL PERSONAL photo and 
personal references to:
THE UPS Store 6787
3142 HWY 278 NW
P O Box 225
COVINGTON, GA 30014

Public Notices

Abandoned Vehicles
PUBLIC SALE held At Ginn Chrysler  
2251 Access Road Covington, Ga. 
30016
ON THURSDAY October 14th, 2021 
at 10.00am to 11:00 am.
NO PHONE Calls Please.
ASK FOR Lowana Bell ONLY!

2009 DODGE Durango SE 4dr 
Wagon
VIN# 1D8HD38P59F700392

PUBLIC NOTICE #200887
9/26-10/3

Bids
THE CITY of Covington is seeking 
bids for the purchase of one (1) 
Utility Tractor as specified in exhibit 
“A” of the bid packet
SEALED BIDS must be delivered 
to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street NW, 
Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott 
Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Thursday, September 30, 2021. 
REQUEST FOR Bids and additional 
information may be obtained by 
accessing the request for proposals 
on the City’s website at https://
www.cityofcovington.org/index.
php?section=business-opportunities
THE CITY of Covington reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200852
9/19,26

THE CITY of Covington is seeking 
bids from contractors for the removal 
of vegetative material, limbs, leaves, 
and yard debris, currently stockpiled 
at our Solid Waste transfer facility.
SEALED BIDS must be delivered 
to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street 
NW, Covington, GA 30014, Attn: 
Scott Cromer no later than 10:00am 
on Tuesday, October 5, 2021.A 
mandatory pre-bid meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, September 28, 
2021 at 10:00 am at the council / 
court room located at 2116 Stallings 
Street NW, Covington, Georgia 
30014.
REQUEST FOR Bids and additional 
information may be obtained by 

accessing the request for proposals 
on the City’s website at https://
www.cityofcovington.org/index.
php?section=business-opportunities
THE CITY of Covington reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids

PUBLIC NOTICE #200851
9/19,26

Citations
CITATION

ALICIA BAILEY has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the Estate 
of FELICE S. BAILEY deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. 
All objection must be in writing, and 
filed with this Court on or before 
OCTOBER 4, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200798
9/5,12,19,26

CITATION

BIONCA SIMS has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the Estate 
of JULIA MAE JACOBS deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. 
All objection must be in writing, and 
filed with this Court on or before 
OCTOBER 4, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200797
9/5,12,19,26

CITATION

GABRIELLA JONES  has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of BELKY JONES deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. 
All objection must be in writing, and 
filed with this Court on or before 
OCTOBER 4, 2021, next, at ten 

o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200743
9/5,12,19,26

CITATION

NETTIE G. BAKER  has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of LENA MAE GRIGGS 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before OCTOBER 4, 2021, next, at 
ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200744
9/5,12,19,26

CITATION

RE:  ESTATE of AMY MOSS 
FORMER MINOR

RHONDA LESTER, CONSERVATOR 
has petitioned to be discharged from 
Office and all Liability. All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause as to why said petition should 
not be granted. All objections must be 
in writing and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, at ten 
o’clock am.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge By: Marcia 
Wynne, Clerk Probate Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200857
9/26

CITATION

RE:  ESTATE of ERIC ROYSTON 
BELLE,  FORMER WARD

EILEEN BELLE CONSERVATOR 
has petitioned to be discharged from 
Office and all Liability. All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause as to why said petition should 
not be granted. All objections must be 
in writing and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, at ten 
o’clock am.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge By: Marcia 
Wynne, Clerk Probate Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200830
9/26

CITATION

RICHARD FRANKLIN CRANE  
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
MARTHA ANN CRANE deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. 
All objection must be in writing, and 
filed with this Court on or before 
OCTOBER 4, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200742
9/5,12,19,26

THE PETITION of DESSIE R. 
PULLIAM widow of DELBERT 
WILLIAM PULLIAM deceased, for 
Twelve Month’s Support for having 
been duly filed, all interested parties 
are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections must be in 
writing and filed with this Court on 
or before OCTOBER 4,. 2021, at ten 
o’clock  a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE By: 
Marcia Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET- RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200796
9/5,12,19,26

THE PETITION of VIVETTE 
MATTHIE widow of FRANCHOT 
EDISON HENRY deceased, for 
Twelve Month’s Support for having 
been duly filed, all interested parties 
are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections must be in 
writing and filed with this Court on 
or before OCTOBER 4,. 2021, at ten 
o’clock  a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE By: 
Marcia Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 



ACCORDING TO THE PRESENT 
SYSTEM OF NUMBERING 
PROPERTY IN NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA.
R/MEH     10/5/21
OUR FILE no. 5453119 - FT2

PUBLIC NOTICE #200756
9/5,12,19,26

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Deed to Secure 
Debt given by Courtney Burrell to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”) as nominee 
for Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., 
dated April 27, 2006, and recorded in 
Deed Book 2176, Page 577, Newton 
County, Georgia records, having 
been re-recorded at Deed Book 
2942, Page 162, aforesaid records, 
and as last transferred to The Bank 
of New York Mellon as Trustee for the 
Certificateholders of CWABS, Inc. 
Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 
2006-8, by Assignment recorded in 
Deed Book 2918, Page 289, Newton 
County, Georgia records, conveying 
the after-described property to secure 
a Note of even date in the original 
principal amount of $171,750.00, with 
interest at the rate specified therein, 
there will be sold by the undersigned 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the Courthouse 
door of Newton County, Georgia, 
within the legal hours of sale on the 
first Tuesday in October, 2021, to 
wit:  October 5, 2021, the following 
described property:
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lot 40 of 
the 10th District of Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lot 59 of Glen Echo 
Subdivision, Phase One, as per plat 
recorded in Plat Book 42, Pages 195-
198 (more particularly described in 
Page 197), Newton County, Georgia 
records, which plat is incorporated 
herein by reference and made a part 
hereof.
THE DEBT secured by said Deed to 
Secure Debt has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Deed to 
Secure Debt.  The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made for the 
purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in 
the Deed to Secure Debt and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of 
intent to collect attorney’s fees having 
been given).
SAID PROPERTY is commonly 
known as 40 Glen Echo Drive,  
Covington, GA  30016, together with 
all fixtures and personal property 
attached to and constituting a part of 
said property.  To the best knowledge 
and belief of the undersigned, the 
party (or parties) in possession of the 
subject property is (are): Courtney 
Burrell or tenant or tenants.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to (a) any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which are a 
lien, but not yet due and payable), (b) 
any matters which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and inspection 
of the property, and (c) all matters of 
record superior to the Deed to Secure 
Debt first set out above, including, 
but not limited to, assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
easements, restrictions, covenants, 
etc.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
to (1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; (2) O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-
172.1; and (3) final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the security deed.
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. Section 
9-13-172.1, which allows for certain 
procedures regarding the rescission 
of judicial and nonjudicial sales 
in the State of Georgia, the Deed 
Under Power and other foreclosure 
documents may not be provided until 
final confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan as provided in the 
preceding paragraph.
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. Section 
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COURT
1132 USHER STREET- RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200799
9/5,12,19,26

Corporations
NOTICE OF CHANGE OF 

CORPORATE NAME

NOTICE IS given that articles of 
amendment which will change the 
name of CARQUEST OF WINDER, 
INC. to RICKY BRUCE GENERAL 
CONTRACTOR, INC. have been 
delivered to the Secretary of State for 
filing in accordance with the Georgia 
Business Corporation Code. The 
registered office of the corporation 
is located at 4420 County Road 213, 
Mansfield, GA 30055

PUBLIC NOTICE #200871
9/26-10/3

Convictions
NOTICE OF CONVICTION

NOTICE INFORMATION

COURT:  GWINNETT COUNTY 
ACCUSATION NO: 2021-D-03312-S3
DEFENDANT’S NAME:  MICHAEL 
CHEVALIER
ADDRESS:   COVIGTON, 
GA 30014
DATE OF ARREST: 02-01-2020 AT 
22:58 PM
PLACE OF ARREST:  GWINNETT 
COUNTY 
CASE DISPOSITION:  Conviction: 
GUILTY ON 08/25/2021
PROBATE SENTECE 12 MONS
NON PROBATE SENTECE 72HRS
CREDIT TIME SERVED 24 HRS
FINE SURCHARGES $1000.00
MUST PERFORM 240 HOURS OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE

PUBLIC NOTICE #200872
9/26

Debtors Creditors
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS

ALL CREDITORS of the estate 
of  William Charles Maxwell, Jr. 
late of Newton County, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment.
THIS 19TH day of September, 2021
NAME: TAMMY Hodge and 
Cheyenne Belle Hodge
TITLE: CO-ADMINISTRATORS
ADDRESS: 118 Calmes Boulevard, 
Winchester, Kentucky 40391

PUBLIC NOTICE #200790
9/19,26,-10,3,10

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

ALL CREDITORS of the estate of 
JACK R. GIBSON, deceased, a 
resident of Newton County, Georgia, 
are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment.
THIS 31’’ day of August, 2021.

MELISSA D. Sheldon Executor of the 
Estate of Jack R. Gibson
C/O MICHELLE Chaudhuri, Esq. 
Talley & Associates, P.C.
1892 GA Hwy 138, SE
CONYERS, GA  30013
770-483-1431

PUBLIC NOTICE #200787
9/5,12,19,26

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of ARNOLD DALE TINGLER 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 7TH day of SEPTEMBER 
, 2021.

RITA TINGLER
5429 DAVID CIRCLE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200834
9/12,19,26-10/3

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of DANE SCOTT SCHNARR 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 1ST day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

FERN BYERLY
77115 TAUNTON DRIVE
GREENSBORO, NC 27410

PUBLIC NOTICE #200832
9/12,19,26,-10/3

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of DEKINA OLIVER  deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 21ST day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

JANICE VONNER
700 FLEETA DR
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200898
9/26-10/3,10,17

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of DONALD W. THOMAS deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 21ST day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

DENNIS THOMAS
957 MITCHELL RD
COMMERCE, GA 30529

PUBLIC NOTICE #200890
9/26-10/3,10,17

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of EMMETT CHILDERS  deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 17TH day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

PAUL ROWE
245 RAM DR
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200892
9/26-10/3,10,17

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of ERNEST DUWAYNE BROOKS, 
III deceased, late of Newton 
County, Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 21ST day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

NIKOLE S. BROOKS
160 AUTUMN COURT
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200897
9/26-10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of EVA MARIE CROSBY-PARKER 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 7TH day of AUGUST, 
2021.

ALETHEA PARKER BOWEN
474 BOBCAT TRAIL
MANSFILED, GA 30055

PUBLIC NOTICE #200837
9/12,19,26-10/3

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of EVELYN BANKS deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 21ST day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

ANTHONY BANKS
90 HEATHER WOODS CT
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200891
9/26-10/3,10,17

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of EVELYN BELCHER deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 2ND day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

LISA BAKER
35 BROOKWOOD DR
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200835
9/12,19,26-10/3

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of FRED ODOM deceased, late of 
Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 16TH day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

DEIDRE ODOM
180 LANELLA PKWY
CONYERS, GA 30013

PUBLIC NOTICE #200894
9/26-10/3,10,17

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of HAZEL BAKER deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 16TH day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

GUSSIE O. BAKER
7142 GREEN ACRES COURT SW
COVINGTON GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200893
9/26-10/3,10,17

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JAMES CLAXTON JONES 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 7TH day of SEPTEMBER, 

CLUES ACROSS
1. One of the four Vedas
 5. Part of (abbr.)
 8. At the peak
12. African antelope
14. Expression of satisfaction
15. Yankees’ ace
16. Belittled
18. A baglike structure 
19. Utah Jazz coach Snyder
20. Actress Tomei
21. Explosive
22. Formal for “on”
23. Cruelties
26. Country singer Brad
30. Make very happy
31. Binary compound of hydro-
gen with a metal
32. Albanian currency
33. Subatomic particle
34. Type of salt
39. 007’s creator
42. Emerging
44. Railroad flare
46. Observed
47. Capable of reproduction
49. Indicates adjacent to
50. Legendary Notre Dame 
coach
51. Not wide
56. An embarrassing mistake
57. Pearl Jam’s debut album
58. Denotes passerine birds
59. Stumble
60. Midway between east and 
southeast
61. W. Indian trees
62. You
63. Pigpen
64. Be aware of

CLUES DOWN
 1. Crease
 2. “Honey” actress Jessica
 3. Broad volcanic crater
 4. Product safety watchdog
 5. Southern Colombian city
 6. Part of a church
 7. Perceptible by touch
 8. Pronounce not guilty of 
criminal charges
 9. Hairpiece
10. Variety acts
11. “Mystic River” actor Sean

13. Remove salt
17. Went out with
24. Type of bread
25. Popular Eagles song
26. Philosophy degree
27. Yes vote
28. Passports and licenses are 
two
29. No seats available
35. Pounds per square inch
36. A way to launch an attack on
37. The lowest cardinal number
38. Popular Miller beer
40. Pokes holes in
41. Closest to
42. Folk singer DiFranco
43. Rivne’s former name
44. Flat ruler

45. Lacking the means to do 
something
47. Cockatoo
48. Dred Scott decision deliverer
49. Explosion exclamation

52. Canadian flyers
53. Houston university
54. At some prior time
55. Red, swollen mark
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MICHAEL K. JONES
1161 KATHRYN CIRCLE
FOREST PARK, GA 30297

PUBLIC NOTICE #200836
9/12,19,26-10/3

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JOANN FAVERO PRESTON 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 1ST day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

JAMES DANIEL PRESTON, JR
1 BEACH CLUB DRIVE
MIRAMAR BEACH, FL 32550

PUBLIC NOTICE #200833
9/12,19,26-10/3

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JOANNE W. SYMMES deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 20TH day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2021.

EDWIN SYMMES
140 HICKORY LANE 
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200889
9/26-10/3,10,17

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of KURT DAVID FRAZER deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 21ST day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

KEVIN M. FRAZER
646 FOREST PINE DR
CHEROKEE, GA 30107

PUBLIC NOTICE #200896
9/26-10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of PATSY ANN BRITT deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 21ST day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021.

LANE BRITT
7128 HONEYSUCKLE COURT
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200895
9/26-10/3,10,17

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
NEWTON
ALL CREDITORS of Estate of 
JERRY JOE NEAL of Newton 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified 
to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate 

payments to the undersigned.

THIS 9TH day of September, 2021.

TAMMY DENISE Neal
P.O. BOX 65
OXFORD, GA- 30054

PUBLIC NOTICE #200858
9/19,26-10/3,10

Divorces
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

JINO LUMPKIN
PLAINTIFF,
V
KAREN NELVIS LUMPKIN
DEFENDANT,

ACTION NO.2021-CV-908-2

  
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO KAREN NELVIS LUMPKIN
3127 PANTERS TRACE
DECATUR, GA 
 
BY NOTICE for Publication dated 
the 16TH  day of SEPTEMBER 2021 
you are hereby notified that 
on the 9/01/21 the Plaintiff, JINO 
LUMPKIN  filed suit against you for 
Divorce. You are required to file an 
Answer in writing within sixty (60) 
days of the date of the Notice for 
Publication with the clerk of Superior 
Court of the Newton County and to 
serve a copy of the answer upon 
the plaintiff (if pro se) or upon the 
plaintiff’s attorney (if represented). 
Witness the Honorable JOHN M. 
OTT, Judge of the Superior Court of 
Newton County. 
THIS, THE 17th day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #200880
9/26-10/3,10,17

DUI - Second
SECOND/SUBSEQUENT DUI 

CONVICTION

NAME: JACOB BRADSHAW 
RALPH
ADDRESS 63 NEELY HAMMOND 
RD, COVINGTON GA 30014
DATE OF ARREST: MAY 15, 2018
DATE OF OFFENSE: MAY 15, 2018
TIME OF OFFENSE 7:49 PM 
PLACE OF OFFENSE: ALMON RD 
AT/ON NEELY HAMMOND RD
DISPOSITION: PLEA OF GUILTY- 
DEFENDANT IS SENTENCED TO 
A TOTAL OF 3 YEARS  W/ THE  
FIRST 10 DAYS TO  BE  SERVED IN 
CONFINEMENT IN THE NEWTON 
COUNTY JAIL AND THE REAMINER 
TO  SERVED  ON  PROBATION 
- $1,750.00  IN FINES PLUS ALL 
APPLICABLE STATUTORY  FEES 
AND SURCHARGES- DEFENDANT 
SHALL PERFORM 40 HOURS OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE & SHALL 
SURRENDER HIS DRIVER’S 
LICENSE & SHALL ATTEND 
AND COMPLETE A DUI RISK 
REDUCTION COURSE

SENTENCE DATE: AUGUST 25, 
2021
NAME OF COURT: SUPERIOR 
COURT OF NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

PUBLIC NOTICE #200879
9/26

Foreclosures
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 

A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security 
Deed given by Patrick Harkness 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as nominee 
for Guaranteed Rate Affinity, LLC, its 
successors and assigns, dated June 
28, 2018, recorded in Deed Book 
3723, Page 249, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, as last transferred 
to Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. 
Cooper by assignment recorded in 
Deed Book 3824, Page 450, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, conveying 
the after-described property to 
secure a Note in the original 
principal amount of ONE HUNDRED 
EIGHTY THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE AND 
0/100 DOLLARS ($180,775.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash before the 
courthouse door of Newton County, 
Georgia, or at such place as may be 
lawfully designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on the 
first Tuesday in October, 2021, the 
following described property: 
SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and payable), any 
matters which might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper is the holder of 
the Security Deed to the property 
in accordance with OCGA § 44-14-
162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage with the 
debtor is: Nationstar Mortgage, LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper, 8950 Cypress 
Waters Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019, 
888-850-9398x3705.  
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Patrick 
Harkness and Shawandra Lashon 
Pittman or a tenant or tenants and 
said property is more commonly 
known as 115 Heatherstone Way, 
Covington, Georgia  30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
PATRICK HARKNESS
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
LL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING 
IN LAND LOT 108 OF THE 9TH 
DISTRICT, NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, BEING LOT 18, OF 
HEATHERSTONE SUBDIVISION, 
PHASE II, RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 37 PAGES 272-276, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA 
RECORDS, WHICH RECORDED 
PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN 
BY REFERENCE AND MADE 
PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.  
SAID PROPERTY BEING KNOWN 
AS 115 HEATHERSTONE WAY, 

Legals

 See LEGALS, A10



44-14-162.2, THE entity that has full 
authority to negotiate, amend and 
modify all terms of the mortgage with 
the debtor is:
SELECT PORTFOLIO Servicing, 
Inc.
ATTENTION:  LOSS Mitigation 
Department
3217 S. Decker Lake Drive 
SALT LAKE City, Utah 84119
1-888-818-6032
THE FOREGOING notwithstanding, 
nothing in OC.G.A. Section 44-14-
162.2 shall be construed to require 
the secured creditor to negotiate, 
amend or modify the terms of the 
Deed to Secure Debt described 
herein.
THIS SALE is conducted on behalf 
of the secured creditor under 
the power of sale granted in the 
aforementioned security instrument, 
specifically being
THE BANK of New York Mellon 
as Trustee for CWABS, Inc. Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series 2006-8
AS ATTORNEY in fact for
COURTNEY BURRELL
RICHARD B. Maner, P.C.
180 INTERSTATE N Parkway, Suite 
200
ATLANTA, GA  30339
404.252.6385
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
FC21-023

PUBLIC NOTICE #200779
9/5,12,19,26-10/3

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY OF 

NEWTON

BY VIRTUE of a Power of Sale 
contained in that certain Security 
Deed from Antoinette Pringle to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee, as 
grantee for Broker Solutions, Inc. 
dba New American Funding, dated 
June 30, 2017 and recorded on 
July 10, 2017 in Deed Book 3584, 
Page 45, in the Office of the Clerk 
of Superior Court of Newton County, 
Georgia, said Security Deed having 
been given to secure a Note of 
even date, in the original principal 
amount of Two Hundred Thirty-Two 
Thousand Seventy-Two and 00/100 
dollars ($232,072.00) with interest 
thereon as provided therein, as 
last transferred to Broker Solutions, 
Inc. d/b/a New American Funding, 
recorded in Deed Book 3805, Page 
426, aforesaid records, will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse door 
of Newton County, Georgia, or at 
such place as has or may be lawfully 
designated as an alternative location, 
within the legal hours of sale on the 
first Tuesday in October, 2021, all 
property described in said Security 
Deed including but not limited to the 
following described property:
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lot 136 of 
the 10th District of Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lot 56, Forest Heights 
Subdivision, as shown on Final 
Plat of Forest Heights, prepared by 
John F. Brewer, III, Registered Land 
Surveyor No. 2905, dated August 
22, 2007, revised October 1, 2007, 
and recorded in Plat Book 47, Pages 
208-215, Newton County Georgia 
Records, which plat is incorporated 
herein and made a part hereof by 
reference.
SAID PROPERTY may more 
commonly be known as 85 Mary 
Jane Lane, Covington, GA 30016.
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, non-
payment of the monthly installments 
on said loan. The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made for 
the purpose of paying the same and 
all expenses of this sale, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).The individual or entity that 
has full authority to negotiate, amend 
and modify all terms of the loan 
is Broker Solutions Inc. dba New 
American Funding, New American 
Funding
C/O HOME Retention Department
11001 LAKELINE Blvd. Ste. 325
AUSTIN, TX 78717
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse 
against the above-named or the 
undersigned. The sale will also 
be subject to the following items 
which may affect the title: a) zoning 
ordinances; b) matters which would 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
or by an inspection of the property; 
c) any outstanding ad valorem taxes, 
including taxes, which constitute 
liens upon said property whether 
or not now due and payable; d) 
special assessments; e) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority; f) 
all outstanding bills for public utilities 
which constitute liens upon said 
property; g) all restrictive covenants, 
easements, rights-of-way and any 
other matters of record superior 
to said Security Deed. To the best 
of the knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the owners and party 
in possession of the property are 
Antoinette Pringle and or tenant(s). 
The sale will be conducted subject 
to 1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
code and 2) final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the Security Deed.
BROKER SOLUTIONS Inc. dba 
New American Funding
AS ATTORNEY-IN-FACT for
ANTOINETTE PRINGLE

PUBLIC NOTICE #200800
9/5,12,19,26

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF NEWTON

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

PURSUANT TO the power of sale 
contained in the Security Deed 
executed by TIMOTHY L. KEY AND 
BOBBIE ANN KEY to CENTEX 
HOME EQUITY COMPANY, LLC 
in the original principal amount of 
$112,800.00 dated June 5, 2006 and 
recorded in Deed Book 2219, Page 
338 , Newton County records, said 
Security Deed being last transferred 
to U.S. Bank National Association, as 
Trustee for Asset Backed Securities 
Corporation Home Equity Loan 
Trust, Series MO 2006-HE6, Asset 
Backed Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series MO 2006-HE6 in Deed Book 
3662, Page 544, Newton County 
records, the undersigned will sell at 

public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash, before the Courthouse door in 
said County, or at such other place 
as lawfully designated, within the 
legal hours of sale, on October 05, 
2021, the property in said Security 
Deed and described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN 
LAND LOT 126 OF THE 10TH 
DISTRICT OF NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, AND BEING KNOWN 
AS LOT 1, WOODLAND RIDGE 
SUBDIVISION, ACCORDING TO 
PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
27, PAGE 107, NEWTON COUNTY 
RECORDS, WHICH PLAT IS BY 
REFERENCE INCORPORATED 
HEREIN AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY 
CONVEYED TO BOBBIE ANN 
KEY AND TIMOTHY KEY 
BY DEED FROM COUNTRY 
WOODS DEVELOPMENT CORP. 
RECORDED 12/18/1995 IN DEED 
BOOK 579 PAGE 311, IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE 
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA
TAX ID# 0045 107
SAID PROPERTY being known as: 
15 WOODLAND RIDGE CIRCLE, 
COVINGTON, GA 30016
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the party or parties in 
possession of said property is/are 
TIMOTHY L. KEY AND BOBBIE 
ANN KEY or tenant(s).
THE DEBT secured by said 
Security Deed has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as provided for in the 
Note and said Security Deed. The 
debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of 
sale, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to the following: (1) any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
whether or not yet due and payable); 
(2) the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority; (3) any matters 
which might be disclosed by an 
accurate survey and
20-010774 - SaH
INSPECTION OF the property; 
and (4) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
SAID SALE will be conducted subject 
to the following: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed.
THE NAME, address, and telephone 
number of the individual or entity 
who has full authority to negotiate, 
amend, and modify all terms of the 
mortgage is as follows:
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper 8950 Cypress 
Waters Blvd. Coppell, TX 75019 
1-888-480-2432
NOTE THAT pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-14-162.2, the above individual 
or entity is not required by law to 
negotiate, amend, or modify the 
terms of the mortgage.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
ASSET BACKED SECURITIES 
CORPORATION HOME EQUITY 
LOAN TRUST, SERIES MO 2006-
HE6,
ASSET BACKED PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES MO 2006-
HE6, as Attorney-in-Fact for
TIMOTHY L. KEY AND BOBBIE 
ANN KEY
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC 
10700 Abbott’s Bridge Road Suite 
170 Duluth, GA 30097 Phone: 
470.321.7112
FIRM FILE No. 20-010774
20-010774 - SaH

PUBLIC NOTICE #200793
9/5,12,19,26

Public Hearings
CITY OF COVINGTON

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS hereby given, per 
the City of Covington’s Code of 
Ordinances Chapter 16.12 that the 
below applications were submitted 
for consideration by the Covington 
Planning Commission on the 
following properties:
A. REZONING:  PR21-0004 
(in conjunction with PSU21-0011)
REQUEST:  REZONE parcels from 
M2 (Heavy Industrial) to proposed
NM (NEIGHBORHOOD Mixed-Use) 
in order to obtain a special use 
permit 
FOR DEVELOPMENT of a 
“high-end”, multifamily, residential 
community.
LOCATION:  10200 & 10020 City 
Pond Road 
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C080 
035A & C080 043
OWNERS:  CALLAWAY/SIGMAN
APPLICANT:  EMORY Equity, LLC /
Arthur Lynn 
B. SPECIAL USE:  PS21-
0011 (in conjunction with PR21-0004)
REQUEST:  OBTAIN a special use 
permit, post rezoning approval, 
IN ORDER to develop a “high-end”, 
multifamily residential community.
LOCATION:  10200 & 10020 City 
Pond Road 
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C080 
035A & C080 043
OWNERS:  CALLAWAY/SIGMAN
APPLICANT:  EMORY Equity, LLC /
Arthur Lynn 
THE PLANNING Commission will 
conduct the First Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m. with Mayor and Council 
conducting the Final Public Hearing, 
on Monday, November 1, 2021 at 6:30 
p.m. Both meetings will be held in the 
City Hall Council Chambers, 2116 
Stallings Street.   ALL INTERESTED 
parties are invited to participate.  For 
more information, contact the city 
Planning & Development office at 
770-385-2178/2179.  
DUE TO circumstances necessitated 
by emergency conditions involving 
public safety and preservation of 
public services, public access to this 
meeting is limited to teleconference 
and video access.   THE PUBLIC MAY 
ACCESS THIS MEETING USING 
THE FOLLOWING LINK: https://
us06web.zoom.us/j/84029990740 
BY CALLING 1-646-558-8656,| 

Meeting ID: 840 2999 0740

PUBLIC NOTICE #200886
9/26

Public Notice
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

GWINNETT COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

NOTICE OF SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION
NASSER HEAVY EQUIPMENT, 
INC. v. JAMES CAMPBELL, Civil 
Action No. 21-A-01202-1 (Gwinnett 
County Superior Court)

TO: JAMES CAMPBELL, a/k/a 
James Campbell Gittens, Individually.  
LAST KNOWN Potential Address:100 
Landon Way, Covington, GA  30016 
(Newton County, GA)
TAKE NOTICE THAT Plaintiffs have 
filed in the Superior Court of Gwinnett 
County, Georgia, a Complaint for 
Damages on February 18, 2021.  
Plaintiffs are seeking damages 
for Breach of Contract, Quantum 
Meruit/Unjust Enrichment, Attorneys’ 
Fees and Judgment against the 
Defendant which are the subject 
matter of the above-styled case 
which is also known as Civil Action 
File No.: 21-A-01202-1.  Service by 
Publication is hereby perfected on 
JAMES CAMPBELL, a/k/a JAMES 
CAMPBELL GITTENS, Individually, 
Defendant, pursuant to applicable 
Georgia law and O.C.G.A. § 9-11-
4(f)(1)(A) et seq. and that by reason 
of an ORDER FOR SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION signed and filed of 
record by the Honorable Chief Judge 
George F. Hutchinson, III, of Superior 
Court of Gwinnett County, GA on 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2021, Defendants 
is hereby given notice that you are 
commanded and required to file with 
the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Gwinnett County an Answer to the 
Complaint for Damages within sixty 
60 days from September 2, 2021 in 
accordance with the Georgia Civil 
Practice Act.
ANY RESPONSIVE pleadings 
shall also be served on Plaintiffs by 
mailing a copy to Paul E. Andrew, 
Esq., Andrew Merritt Reilly & 
Smith LLP, Seven Lumpkin Street, 
Lawrenceville, GA 30046.  Any failure 
to answer within the prescribed time 
period required by law may result 
in a default judgment against the 
above-named party Defendant, 
and all heirs, as to both liability and 
damages, for all relief sought in the 

Complaint.  
WITNESS, UNDER penalty of 
law, the Honorable Chief Judge 
GEORGE F. HUTCHINSON, III, 
Judge of Gwinnett Superior Court.

THIS THE 21st day of September, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #200888
9/26-10/3,10,17

NORTH CAROLINA IN THE 
GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
WILKES COUNTY  
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

FILE NO. 20 JT 000040

IN RE:  C.A.T., MINOR JUVNEILE 
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS
BY PUBLICATION  

TO: JENNIFER LUCINDA 
TINER, MOTHER AND JOSHUA 
EUGENE TINER,
FATHER OF A FEMALE CHILD 
BORN ON FEBRUARY 21, 2020 IN
WILKES COUNTY, NORTH 
CAROLINA, RESPONDENTS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a 
Petition seeking to terminate your 
parental rights with regard to a 
female child born to Jennifer Lucinda 
Tiner on February 21, 2020 in Wilkes 
County, North Carolina has been 
filed in the above matter. You are 
to answer the Petition no later than 
October 22, 2021. Upon your failure 
to answer the Petition by the date 
specified, an Order may be entered 
terminating your parental rights 
with regard to the above-named 
juvenile. Any counsel appointed 
previously and still representing you 
in an abuse, neglect, or dependency 
proceeding involving the child shall 
continue to represent you unless 
otherwise ordered by the Court.
IF YOU are indigent and not already 
represented by appointed counsel, 
you are entitled to appointed counsel. 
You should contact Debbie Freeman 
in the Clerk of Superior Court’s office 
for Wilkes County, North Carolina, 
immediately. Her telephone number 
is (336) 651-4461, and her address 
is 500 Courthouse Drive, Wilkesboro, 
North Carolina, 28697.
THE DATE, time, and place of 
hearing for pre-trial hearing on the 
Petition will be mailed by the Clerk 
of Superior Court upon your filing an 
Answer or 30 days from October 22, 
2021 if no Answer is filed. You are 
entitled to attend all hearings and 
should keep the Clerk of Superior 
Court informed of your current 

mailing address. Failure to attend 
may result in the Court terminating 
your parental rights in your absence.

THIS 12TH day of September, 2021.
ERIKA LEIGH Hamby
ATTORNEY FOR Wilkes County 
Dept. of Social Services
304 COLLEGE Street
WILKESBORO, NC 28697
TELEPHONE: (336) 903-7689
FAX: (336) 990-0409
N.C. STATE Bar: 39726

PUBLIC NOTICE #200818
9/12,19,26

Public Sales Auctions
NOTICE OF Public Sale of Personal 
Property: Notice is hereby given that 
Covington Stor-it, located at 8165 
Washing St SW, Covington, GA 
30014; intends to sell the personal 
property according to the Georgia 
Self Storage Act, 10-4-210 through 
10-4-215 to satisfy the owner’s lien.  
All bids will be accepted online 
through www.storageauctions.com. 
The auction will end on or after 1 
October 2021, 3PM.  Covington 
Stor-it reserves the right to withdraw 
units from such a sale and reject 
any bid. Terms of sale are cash or 
money order only. 
BRENDA BLACKWELL, 133, 
appears to contain; Television, 
Vacuum cleaner, toys, dresser, 
refrigerators, dolly
ERIC SCOTT , 192E, appears 
to contain; Artwork, elliptical, 
television, boxes, totes, treadmill
CRAIG JACKSON, 241, appears to 
contain; boxes, fan, bags, gym bag, 
crockpot.
LAMONE JOHNSON, 258, appears 
to contain; DVD holder, bins, plant, 
boxes, sound bar, cooler (full)
JERRY STANLEY,  300, appears 
to contain; artwork, totes, stained 
glass, pictures.
JENNIFER CHRISTIAN, 407, 
appears to contain; luggage, totes, 
clothing, plastic containers, camping 
gear, trash can.
LINDA WHITE, 418, appears to 
contain; dresser, chair, car battery, 
tires, bedframe, clothing, totes, 
headboard, punching bag.
PURCHASE MUST be paid for on 
the day of the auction with cash and 
valid ID at the location of the unit.  
All items are sold as is and must be 
removed from the property within 72 
hours, unless otherwise approved 
by the Manager, after the time of the 
sale.  Sale is subject to cancellation 
in the event of a settlement between 

the owner and the obligated party.
PATRICIA DANIELS
PROPERTY MANAGER
COVINGTON STOR-IT
8165 WASHINGTON St. S.W.
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200853
9/19,26

Trade Names
TRADE NAME 

REGISTRATION
AFFIDAVIT 

GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern:
PLEASE BE advised that 
EDWARDINA MCINNIS whose 
address is 6114 Green Acres Dr, 
SW, Covington, GA 30014 is/are the 
owner(s) of the certain business now 
being carried on at 6114 Green Acres 
Dr, SW, Covington, GA 30014 in the 
following trade name, to-wit: MIAMI 
WAVERYDERS; and that the nature 
of said business is:  Car Wash and 
Detailing. This statement is made in 
conformity with O.C.G.A. §10-1-490 
et seq. requiring the filing of such 
statement with the Clerk of Superior 
Court of this county.
THIS THE 2nd day of September, 
2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200865
9/26, 10/3

TRADE NAME 
REGISTRATION

AFFIDAVIT 
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern:
PLEASE BE advised that TAZAQU 
ENTERPRISES LLC whose 
address is85 STONEWALL DR , 
COVINGTON GA 30016 and the 
owner(s) of the certain business now 
being carried on at 85 STONEWALL 
DR in the following trade name, 
to-wit: MOORE ESSENTIALS 
that the nature of said business 
is: WELLNESS AND PERSONAL 
CARE This statement is made in 
conformity with O.C.G.A. §10-1-490 
et seq. requiring the filing of such 
statement with the Clerk of Superior 
Court of this county.
THIS THE 25TH  day of AUGUST, 
2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200847
9/19,26
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LEGALS:
Continued from A9

To enter, simply pay for a six-month or one-year subscription or
pay to renew your existing six-month or one-year subscription to
The Covington News during the month of September and you will

become eligible for this year’s Traeger Grill giveaway.

If you purchase a six-month subscription, you will receive 6 chances to
win. Purchase a one-year subscription and receive 12 chances to win.

Paid subscriptions must be received by 5 p.m. Friday, October 1, 2021 to
qualify.  You must be 18 years or older to enter and must be a resident of
Newton County or reside within the newspaper’s coverage area. Employees
of The Covington News and their immediate family are not eligible to win.

The drawing for the Traeger Pro 575’’ Pellet Grill will be held Monday, 
October 4, 2021. The winner will be announced in the October 10-11
weekend edition of the newspaper.

Subscribe today by submitting the entry form, along with payment, to the
newspaper office or call us at 770-787-6397 and you could be our Traeger
Grill winner!

Traeger Grill GIVEAWAY
Subscription Offer

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________ Email Address: ______________________________

Payment Information
❑ CASH    ❑ CHECK 

❑ VISA     ❑ MASTERCARD    ❑ DISCOVER    ❑ AMERICAN EXPRESS

Credit card number ________________________________________EXP. date __________

❑ 6 MONTHS  $30.00
❑ ONE YEAR  $60.00

DROP OFF FORM OR Mail Completed form
along with payment to:

THE Covington News
1166 Usher Street, Covington, GA 30014

Completed forms along with payment MUST be
received by 5pm on Friday,October 1, 2021 to qualify.

You must be 18 years or older to enter and must be a resident of Walton
County or East Gwinnett County. Employees of The Covington News and

their relatives are not eligible to win. No purchase necessary to win.
Contest forms are available at The Covington News office.

Subscriptionincludesunlimited onlineaccess!

SUBSCRIBE FOR 12 MONTHS

RECEIVE 12 CHANCES!SUBSCRIBE FOR 6 MONTHS

RECEIVE 6 CHANCES!

Are You Ready to 

Be The

of Your

Party?

Large Package Includes:
WiFIRE® available through Trager App,
18 lb. Traeger Pellets, and Cover

Cooking Capacity (27” Grill Depth):
24 Hamburgers, 5 Rib Racks or 4 Chickens

$799.00
VALUE

Your Everything Kind of Place!

This Traeger Grill is proudly
brought to you by one of
our wonderful advertisers,

!

2021 Traeger Grill Giveaway-COV.qxp_Layout 1  9/9/21  9:09 AM  Page 1
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Newton 4-H’er selected as runner-up for national award

UGA Extension agent: Leyland cypress trees often planted incorrectly

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

A Covington resi-
dent was a finalist for 
a national 4-H award 
for his work to use 3D 
printing to effectively 
and cheaply produce 
prosthetic limbs for 
children.

CJ Harris was a 
runner-up for the 2022 
4-H Youth in Action 
Award for STEM, the 
National 4-H Council 
announced.

Five years ago, Harris 
began his efforts by 
teaching 4-H’ers about 
service opportunities 
with the e-Nable foun-
dation, a volunteer or-
ganization that uses 3D 
printers to make free 

and low-cost prosthetic 
upper-limb devices for 
children in need.

Harris has taught 
classes on 3D printing 
and the intricacies of 
the human hand, and 
he helped his local 4-H 
club purchase a 3D 
printer. 

His efforts earned 
him recognition in the 
media, bringing the 
impact of his awareness 
project from Newton 
County to over 1 mil-
lion viewers.

Now a freshman at 
Georgia State Univer-
sity, Harris hopes to 
become a mechanical 
engineer.

“CJ Harris used to be 
so shy his mouth would 

dry up 
when 
it came 
time to 
speak. 
Today, 
thanks 
to 4-H, 
he has 
become 
a confi-
dent teacher and leader 
in his community and 
state,” according to the 
4-H website.

“Through this activ-
ism, he has also shared 
at statewide confer-
ences and the Farm 
Bureau’s show, ‘Farm 
Monitors.’”

The 4-H Youth in 
Action Awards began 
in 2010 to recognize 

4-H’ers who have over-
come challenges and 
used the knowledge 
they gained in 4-H to 
create a lasting impact 
in their community. 

To learn more about 
the 4-H Youth in Action 
program and the 2022 
runners up, please visit 
4-H.org/YouthInAction.

Georgia 4-H empow-
ers youth to become 
leaders by developing 
necessary life skills, 
positive relationships 
and community aware-
ness. 

As the largest youth 
leadership organization 
in the state, 4-H reaches 
more than 242,000 peo-
ple annually through 
UGA Extension offices 

and 4-H facilities. 
Four-H also is the 

nation’s largest youth 
development organi-
zation and empower 
nearly 6 million young 
people across the U.S. 
through experiences 
that develop critical life 
skills. 

It is the youth devel-
opment program of the 
nation’s Cooperative 
Extension System and 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and serves 
every county and parish 
in the U.S. through a 
network of 110 public 
universities and more 
than 3,000 local Exten-
sion offices. Globally, 
4-H collaborates with 
independent programs 

to empower 1 million 
youth in 50 countries. 

The research-backed 
4-H experience grows 
young people who are 
four times more likely 
to contribute to their 
communities; two times 
more likely to make 
healthier choices; two 
times more likely to be 
civically active; and 
two times more likely 
to participate in STEM 
programs.

For more informa-
tion on Georgia 4-H, 
visit georgia4h.org or 
contact the local UGA 
Cooperative Extension 
office. Find National 
4-H on Facebook and 
on Twitter.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Leyland cypress 
are one of the most 
commonly planted 
landscape trees, but 
poor site selection and 
disease pressure may 
soon send them the way 
of red tips and Bradford 
pears.

Popular as a hedge 
and in new develop-
ment, the trees must 
be planted at least 10 
to 15 feet apart, as the 
trees’ rapid growth will 
require thinning out the 
trees after a few years 
to prevent them from 
growing into one anoth-
er and reducing the air 
circulation needed in 
the canopy to prevent 
disease.

Inexpensive, 
fast-growing and tall
“Leyland cypress 

trees are one of the 
most commonly plant-
ed trees in the land-
scape,” said Tim Daly, 
a University of Georgia 
Cooperative Exten-
sion agent in Gwinnett 
County. “They are 
popular because of 
their fast growth and 
their ability to provide 
a screen against traffic 
areas or neighbors.”

Leyland cypress 
(X Cupressocyparis 
leylandii) is a hybrid 
species that resulted 
from a cross between 
the Nootka false cy-
press (Chamaecyparis 
nootkantensis) and 
the Monterey cypress, 
(Cupressocyparis 
macrocarpa). It was 
discovered on a British 
estate in the late 1800s, 
Daly said.

Poor site selection 
can create problems 
with Leyland cypress 
trees. “They grow 
into large trees, and in 
some parts of the world 
they can reach 100 
feet tall and nearly 50 
feet wide,” Daly said. 
“Think of the damage 
a tree that size could 
do to your house, fence 
or driveway only a few 
feet away.”

Four feet taller 
each year

It may be hard to 
imagine a small Ley-
land cypress growing 
into a 100-foot tall tree, 
but with proper care, it 
can and will happen, he 
said. Leyland cypresses 
grow about 4 feet per 
year in height and 2 to 

3 feet in width.
They require full, 

all-day sun. “Shade 
will reduce their vigor, 
causing them to thin 
out and become more 
susceptible to diseas-
es,” Daly said. “They 
also need plenty of air 
circulation inside the 
canopy to dry out the 
branches and leaves.”

Planting too close 
to a fence, building or 
each other will prevent 
the interiors of the trees 
from drying out, he 
said, and could lead to 
fungal diseases.

Well-drained 
soil a must

Disease pressure, 
improper planting and 
overuse may send Ley-
land cypress the way of 
plants like the red tip 
photinia and Bradford 
pears, according to 
Daly.

The tree is best suited 
for fertile, well-drained 
soils. “The amount of 
soil water is one of the 
most critical factors in 
the growth of Leyland 
cypress,” Daly said. 
“Excess water will 
increase root-rotting 
fungal diseases, and 
too little water leads to 
stress and ultimately 
stem and leaf diseases.”

To monitor the soil 
moisture, use a shovel 
to open a 4-inch-deep 
gap in the soil near the 
base of the trees. Feel 
the soil and test it for 
moisture. If it feels dry, 
water. If it feels wet, 
avoid watering.

Diseases can take 
their toll on Leyland 

cypress trees. “Using 
chemical control is 
not feasible because 
application is ineffec-
tive and will not have 
effect on control,” he 
said. “Severely infected 
trees may have to be 
removed.”

Waning popularity
Disease pressure, 

improper planting and 
overuse may send Ley-
land cypress the way of 
plants like the red tip 
photinia and Bradford 
pears, he said.

Red tip photinias are 
small trees that were 
used extensively in 
the 1980s as a hedge. 
Most of the plants suc-
cumbed to Entomospo-
rium fungal leaf spot 
disease.

Bradford pears, 
although not afflicted 
with any serious diseas-
es, have quick-growing 
soft wood and crotches 
at an angle. This causes 
the branches to split off 
easily.

Alternatives to 
Leyland cypress

Several substitutes 
for Leyland cypress are 
available. Here are Da-
ly’s recommendations:

Hollies like “Nellie 
R. Stevens” and “Em-
ily Bruner” varieties. 
These are best for 
borders in full sun.

Arbovitaes (Thuja oc-
cidentalis), particularly 
the “Green Giant” culti-
var, which was selected 
as a 2007 Georgia Gold 
Medal Plant.

Wax myrtles (Myrica 
cerifera) grow rapidly 

in full sun.
Tea olive (Osmanthus 

fragrantisima) or luster-
leaf holly (Ilex latifolia) 
are good choices for 
shaded hedgerows.

“In general, these 
plants don’t suffer from 

the problems afflict-
ing Leyland cypress 
as much,” Daly said. 
“But they still need to 
be given proper cul-
tural conditions such 
as applying the correct 
amount of water.”

For more lawn care 
and landscaping re-
sources from UGA Ex-
tension, visit extension.
uga.edu/topic-areas/
lawn-garden-land-
scapes.

C.J. 
Harris

UGA Cooperative Extension
Often planted to create borders or buffers, Leyland cypress trees can grow 4 feet taller in just a year. Planting too close together or too close to 
structures can present major problems as the trees mature.
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2157 East Street SE • Covington, GA 30014

770-786-2524
A Traditional Funeral Home Offering:

Traditional Funeral Services, Cremation and
Pre-Need Arrangements

Since 1893

J.C.Harwell & Son
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CHAPEL

“Dependable friends in time 
of need.”

Tommy &  
Mary Evelyn Davis

Celebrating 128 Years of  
Service to the Community  

We Call Home

www.harwellfuneralhome.com

"Your only locally owned 
and operated Pet Crematory."

Why Local Veterinarians 
Recommend Wheeler PETuary

Wheeler PETuary
 

 

“Our hospital has recommended the services of Wheeler PETuary 
since 2008. They set the standard of quality service and integrity our 
hospital desires. Each pet is treated with respect and compassion from 

                          ”.ylimaf rieht ot denruter era yeht litnu meht tcatnoc ew yad eht
Lee, Hospital Manager, Evans Mill Animal Hospital

Our Family Serving Yours

78 Chamisa Rd, Covington, GA 30016

www.wheelerpetuary.com • 470-205-3000www.wheelerpetuary.com • 470-205-3000

Hi, my name is Trenton! 
You can adopt me from 

Pound Puppies N’ Kittens Inc., 
located in Social Circle.

 Call 770-464-3393 to learn more.

THE COVINGTON NEWS’ PET OF THE WEEK

We will be accepting canned food for our local community food 
bank as well as gently used jackets, socks, & blankets for our local 

homeless shelters. Please consider donating if you can.

Join us for a fun filled day of Gospel groups & Mack McKibben &  
the Covington Community Choir!

This will be an outdoor event so please be sure to bring a chair  
or blanket. *NO COOLERS ALLOWED ON GROUNDS*

Performers: • Calvary Hispanic Baptist Church Group  
• Dona Bopp Band • Maxine Blake • Maloy Brothers Band • Andy Irwin

• Mack McKibben & the Covington Community Choir • And more!

There will be several food trucks at the concert so come hungry!

Sunday October 17th • 3pm – 7pm
Legion Field

3173 Mill Street • Covington, GA

McKibben Music is excited 
to present Covington  
Homecoming 2021!

Covington mourns beloved street sweeper
By TAYLOR BECK

tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Clean 
streets often go unappreciated, 
despite the hard work it takes to 
keep them litter-free.

As the city of Covington’s 
street sweeper, it was Dexter 
Lamar Scott’s job to make sure 
that happened, and it was a job 
he took great pride in.

Scott, 53, reportedly died 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, after battling 
COVID-19.

“Our hearts are heavy today at 
the City and around the com-
munity as one our own City of 
Covington family, Dexter L. 
Scott, has passed away,” a city 
spokesperson stated on social 
media. “Dexter started with 
the city in May 1996 and most 
recently was THE MAN when it 

came to keeping our City streets 
swept. Honored at our Employ-
ee Appreciation lunch in June 
for 25 years of service, Dexter 
would often be driving the street 
sweeper while most of us were 
still enjoying the comfort of bed.  
After any special event on the 
Square, he would make sure the 
streets looked better than before 
the event had started.  

“For those of us who knew 
him around the halls and dock of 
City Hall, his jovial laugh was 
infectious; his spiritual encour-
agement uplifting; and stories of 
his beloved Barbara and children 
Dexter Jr. and Imani were filled 
with pride and unconditional 
love.  Please keep his family and 
extended family in your prayers 
during this time of loss.  We will 
miss you Dexter. Thank you for 

your dedicated service to our 
community and your friendship. 
Rest in peace our friend.”

Also in a social media post, 
Councilwoman Fleeta Baggett 
touted the work of Scott.

“When you live in the City 
you get used to night nosies, 
especially when you don’t sleep 
well,” Baggett wrote. “One of 
my favorites is the street sweep-
er. Today [Sept. 14] YOUR city 
sweeper, Dexter Scott died of 
COVID. He did a job with pride 
that not many even noticed.  He 
was a classmate of my broth-
ers and my friend. He will be 
missed.  My heart is broken.”

A funeral service for Scott 
was held Saturday, Sept. 18, at 
Flat Rock Baptist Church with 
the assistance of Young-Levett 
Funeral Home in Covington.

Special Photo | City of Covington
Dexter Lamar Scott (right), 53, reportedly died Tuesday, 
Sept. 14, after battling COVID-19. He was recently recog-
nized by City Manager Scott Andrews (left) for his many 
years of outstanding service.

Special to The Covington News
The Newton County Chamber of Commerce and its member businesses partnered this week to make 26 snack baskets, providing one for each department at Piedmont Newton 
Hospital. They also presented baskets to Riverside Nursing Home, PruittHealthcare, Alcovy High School and Indian Creek Middle School. The schools each had a teacher pass 
away within the last two weeks. 

Newton County Chamber of Commerce
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We’re Better Together

770-786-7088
www.newtonfederal.comExtra

INSIDE: INSIDE: 
Apalachee 
shocks 
Eastside
See B2

Dawgs 
travel to 
Vandy
See B4

ONLINE: Live, breaking updates at Covnews.Com | SOCIAL MEDIA: FoLLow us on FaCebook, instagram, twitter

Anthony Banks | The Covington News
Alcovy’s tough defense shuts down Rockdale County’s running game during the first half of the Region 3-AAAAAA matchup between the schools in 
Conyers on Friday night.

Tigers use dominant second half to beat Rockdale, gain first win 

HOMETOWN REALTY
CONSULTANTS, INC.®™™

We still have the 
Hometown Value you are 

looking for in a Real Estate 
Agent. Whether you are 

selling or buying.

2135 Pace Street • Covington 
(Morgan Plaza)  

770-786-7979

Alcovy Tigers 24, Rockdale County Bulldogs 6

‘DOGS CAGED

H OM E T OWN

H OM E T OWN

 

 

D E RM A T O L O G Y

D E RM A T O L O G Y

WE'RE THE HEART OF 

770.785.SKINGADERM.COM 1349 Milstead Road - Conyers, GA
A c r o s s  f r o m  P i e d m o n t - R o c k d a l e  H o s p i t a l  E R

Katharine Simmon, PA-CJeff Moulton, PA-CJohn Fountain, MD Darryl Hodson, MD
Board Certified Dermatologists & Mohs Surgeons Dermatology Physician Assistants

2021 FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE

Alcovy Tigers
1-2 (1-0)

 @ North Forsyth – 7-37, L
 8/27 vs. Newton 
 @ Eastside – 21-30, L
 @ Rockdale County* – 24-6, W
 10/1 @ Lowndes
 10/8 @ Colquitt County
 10/15 vs. Grovetown*
 10/22 @ Lakeside-Evans*
 10/29 @ Heritage-Conyers*
 11/6 vs. Evans*

Eastside Eagles
3-2 (1-1)

 @ Winder-Barrow – 20-8, W
 @ Newton – 27-7, L
 Alcovy – 30-21, W
Johnson-Gainesville* – 65-0, W
 @ Apalachee* – 22-21, L
 10/1 vs. Clarke Central*
 10/8 vs. Loganville*
10/22 @ Jackson County*
10/29 @ Walnut Grove*
11/5 vs. Greenbrier*

Newton Rams
3-1 (0-0)

 @ Langston Hughes – 7-6, W/OT
 8/27 @ Alcovy 
 vs. Eastside – 27-7, W
 @ McEachern – 39-21, W
 Houston County – 20-13, L
 10/2 vs. Parkview*
 10/15 @ Brookwood*
 10/22 vs. Mill Creek
 10/29 vs. Grayson*
 11/5 vs. South Gwinnett*

Social Circle Redskins
3-2 (0-0)

 George Walton – 40-6, W
 Providence Ch. – 21-0, W
 @ Walnut Grove  – 6-13, L
 @ Putnam County  – 22-42, L
 Oglethorpe Co. – 21-14, W
 10/1 @ Washington-Wilkes* 
 10/8 vs. Lincoln County*
 10/22 @ Commerce*
 10/29 vs. Towns County*
 11/5 @ Greene County*

* – denotes region game.
Schedules are  subject to change.

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

CONYERS, Ga. — Alcovy 
put together a dominant sec-
ond half to return to Coving-
ton with a 24-6 victory over 
the Rockdale Bulldogs at Reid 
Memorial Stadium Friday 
night. 

After holding onto a narrow 
7-0 lead at halftime, the Tigers 
got things going on offense 
beginning in the third quarter.

Ashton Evans found MJ 
Stroud for a 15-yard touch-
down pass to increase Al-
covy’s lead 14-0. Stroud’s 
touchdown capped off the 
Tigers’ inaugural drive of the 
second half that went six plays 
for 62 yards. 

The Tigers’ defense forced 
yet another three-and-out to 
give the ball back to their 
offense. 

On the ensuing drive, Al-

covy marched down the field 
once again. This time, Evans 
called his own number rush-
ing in from two yards out to 
extend his team’s lead 21-0. 

From there, the offense 
maintained possession, moved 
the ball and burned the clock. 

Be that as it may, Alcovy 
wouldn’t have won, at least as 
comfortably, if it wasn’t for 
the stellar play of its defense. 

Particularly in the first half 
that was riddled with offen-
sive miscues, Alcovy’s de-
fense constantly picked up the 
slack.

For instance, Tristan May-
weather fumbled the ball 
in the latter part of the first 
quarter. 

On the Bulldogs’ ensuing 
drive, Alcovy’s defense forced 

 See TIGERS, B2



Garrett Pitts | The Covington News
Eastside running back Dallas Johnson (3) works to move through Apalachee’s defense in the first half of the game in 
Winder Friday night.

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— A sluggish start cou-
pled with an array of 
mental mistakes in the 
first half were too much 
for the Newton Rams 
to overcome in a 20-13 
loss against Houston 
County on Friday night 
inside Sharp Stadium.

The Rams entered 
Friday’s contest 3-0, 
ranked No. 9 in Class 
7A. It was the first time 
Newton had entered the 
polls since 2010.

But, it would be the 
Bears to jump out to a 
20-7 halftime lead.

With 1:58 left in the 
first quarter, Houston 
County quarterback 
Antwann Hill Jr. con-

nected with receiver 
Khalil Quinn for a 
4-yard touchdown pass 

to take an early 6-0 
lead. The score was 
set up after the Rams 

surrendered three big 
plays — a 21-yard car-
ry and then a 14-carry 

by running back Sim-
eon Askew, followed 
by a 44-yard pass from 
Hill to receiver Michael 
Sherman.

Later in the second 
quarter, with 8:39 
remaining, Newton’s 
defense surrendered 
another score, widening 
the Houston County 
lead to 13-0. This time 
it was Askew scoring 
on a 53-yard run.

On the ensuing New-
ton offensive drive, 
Rontravious Perry 
provided the Rams with 
a spark after he took a 
short pass from quar-
terback Jevarra Martin 
Jr. and slipped through 
the Bears defense for 
a 68-yard touchdown, 
trimming the Houston 
County lead to 13-7.

Newton’s defense 
stepped up on the Bears 
next offensive posses-
sion, forcing Houston 
County to go three-and-
out. But on the Bears’ 
punt, the football hit the 
back of a Newton play-
er and was recovered 
by the Bears’ kicking 
team at the Rams 41-
yard line. 

Nine plays later, 
Newton’s defense 
stopped the Bears short 
on third and goal from 
the 4-yard line to force 
a field goal try. 

But another mental 
mistake would cost the 
Rams. Multiple Newton 
defenders were flagged 

for an offsides penalty, 
setting up a first and 
goal from the 2-yard 
line. Askew then took 
the handoff, leaped 
over the top and into 
the end zone to give the 
Bears a 20-7 halftime 
lead.

In the second half, 
Newton never gave up 
as the defense held the 
Bears offense score-
less for the rest of the 
game. But the offense 
still struggled to find its 
rhythm.

It wasn’t until about 
four minutes left in 
the third quarter when 
Martin broke loose for 
a 68-yard touchdown 
run to pull the Rams to 
within seven, 20-13.

After forcing the 
Bears to go three-and-
out on the ensuing 
possession, the Newton 
offense was able to 
drive down to inside the 
Bears 10-yard line, but 
came up short on fourth 
and 2 with five minutes 
left in regulation. 

From there, Houston 
County put the game 
on ice behind the legs 
of Askew and ran the 
clock out to upset the 
Rams 20-13. 

With the loss, the 
Rams fall to 3-1. Next 
week, Newton opens 
Region 4-AAAAAAA 
play at home against 
Parkview in a rare Sat-
urday night game.

By GARRETT PITTS
Correspondent

WINDER, Ga. — Eastside 
lost its second game of the 
season Friday night as they lost 
a nail-biter to the Apalachee 
Wildcats by a score of 22-21 in 
what was a run-heavy game for 
both teams.

Coming off their blowout vic-
tory of Johnson-Gainesville, the 
Eagles (3-1, 1-0) were looking 
to continue their momentum in 
Region 8-AAAAA as they went 
on the road to face Apalachee.

It would not take long for the 
Eagles to break-in the score-
board as junior running back 
Kenai Grier would find the end-
zone on the run to put the Eagles 
up 7-0. 

Apalachee, which leaned 
heavily on the run game, was 
stopped early by the Eagles as 
the Wildcats were forced into 
two three-and-outs to open the 
game. 

After an Apalachee punt that 
was downed on the Eagles’ one-
yard line, the Wildcats forced 
a fumble from senior Dallas 

Johnson to give the ball back to 
the offense just nine-yards out 
from the touchdown.

It would only take one play for 
the Wildcats to score as quar-
terback Isaiah Skinner took the 
ball in himself for the nine-yard 
touchdown run to tie the game at 
7-7 halfway through the second 
quarter.

With the game primarily based 
around the run game for most of 
the first half, the Eagles took to 
the air with junior quarterback 
E’sean Arnold.

It paid off in a big way. Arnold 
rolled to his left before throwing 
a dart to Grier down the sideline 
for the 87-yard touchdown pass 
to give the Eagles the lead back 
at 14-7.

The Eagles went into the 
halftime locker room with all the 
momentum

On the Eagles’ first offensive 
drive of the second half, Johnson 
and Grier would carry the ball 
through the Apalachee defense 
with ease as Eastside would 
have another good scoring op-
portunity inside of the red zone.

Arnold would call his own 
number as the junior quarter-
back would rush for the ten-
yard touchdown to extend the 
Eastside lead to 21-7 halfway 
through the third quarter.

The Wildcats responded on 
the ensuing drive by scoring on 
a seven-yard rush by Skinner to 
bring the game within one score 
at 21-14.

With only 0:44 left in the 
game, the Wildcats would find 
their way into the endzone on a 
two-yard rush by Colby Sikes. 
Instead of going for the ex-
tra-point attempt to tie the game, 
the Wildcats went for two and 
converted on another rush by 
Spikes to take a 22-21 lead over 
the Eagles.

Eastside then got the ball to 
midfield but would ultimately 
fail to score on the final drive as 
Apalachee took the region game 
over the Eagles.

Despite the loss, both Grier 
and Arnold put together solid 
games for the Eagles as both 
came away with touchdowns.
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Wildcats’ comeback shocks Eagles

TIGERS:
Continued from B1

Apalachee Wildcats 22, Eastside Eagles 21

Anthony Banks | The Covington News
Alcovy’s Levi Adcox (10) and Duval Hill (56) converge 
to stop a Rockdale running back.

No. 9 Rams stumble; suffer first loss against Houston County
Houston County Bears 20, Newton Rams 13

a punt. Rockdale’s 
punter, Kaleb Baldwin 
shanked the punt that 
gave the Tigers great 
starting field position - 
field position that they 
would take full advan-
tage of. 

One play later, 
Evans scrambled out 
of the pocket to find 
Mathias Height in the 
end zone for a 17-yard 
touchdown. 

Largely due to the 
defense forcing a 
three-and-out were the 
Tigers able to score 
their first points of the 
game. 

Defensively, the 
Tigers registered seven 
sacks, numerous tack-
les for loss and seemed 
to be camped out in 
the Bulldogs’ back-
field all night long. 
As a matter of fact, 
Rockdale didn’t pick 
up a first down until 
late in the third quarter 
because of Alcovy’s 

defensive play. 
Rockdale’s lone 

score of the contest 
came when Malik 
Brightwell connected 
with Antonio Hardge 
for a long touchdown 
reception. 

However, it was a 
case of too little too 
late for the Bulldogs. 

Alcovy proceeded to 
run the ball, burn the 
remaining 2:27 off the 
clock and preserve the 
win. 

Braxton Crawford 
came in with 11:07 left 
in the game and kicked 
a 27-yard field goal to 
aid Alcovy in earning 
its first win of 2021. 

For the second time 
in the past three sea-
sons, the Tigers begin 
region play 1-0. Next 
week, they’ll face a 
non-region opponent 
as they travel 200 
miles to face Lowndes 
High School.

Taylor Beck | The Covington News
A mob of Ram defenders tackle the Houston County ball carrier Friday night. The Bears 
proved to be too much for Newton, winning 20-13.
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Dirty Birds making most out of lopsided Bucs loss

Mayhem at Mercedes: Ga Tech faces No. 21 UNC at Falcons’ stadium
College Football

NFL Football 
Schedule

NCAA 
Saturday, Sept. 25 

- Albany State vs. Clark 
Atlanta University at 7 p.m.  
(92.1 FM)

- Berry College BYE
- Fort Valley State @ 

Allen University at 6 p.m. 
(ESPN+)

- Georgia @ Vanderbilt 
at noon (SEC Network)

- Georgia State @ Au-
burn at 4 p.m. (SECN)

- Georgia Southern vs. 
Louisana at 6 p.m. (GaSo 
Sports Network)

- Georgia Tech vs. North 
Carolina at 7:30 p.m. (ACC 
Network)

- Kennesaw State vs. 
Jacksonville St. at 3 p.m. 
(ESPN+) 

- Lagrange College vs. 
N.C. Wesleyan at 1 p.m.

- Mercer @ Furman at 2 
p.m. (ESPN+)

- Morehouse College @ 
Savannah State at 6 p.m. 
(ESPN+)

- Point University @ 
Keiser at 5 p.m.  

- Reinhardt @ Bethel at 
2:30 p.m.  

- West Georgia @ 
Shorter University at 1 p.m. 
(102.7 FM) 

NFL
Sunday, Sept. 26 

- Atlanta Falcons @ NY 
Giants at 1 p.m. (FOX / 
92.9 The Game)

- Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers @ Los Angeles 
Rams at 4:25 p.m. (FOX / 
98 ROCK)

- New Orleans Saints @ 
New England Patriots at 
Noon (FOX / 870 AM) 

By PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Geor-
gia Tech is taking the 
shortest of road trips 
for a home game that 
coach Geoff Collins 
hopes will provide a 
boost to recruiting.

A victory would help, 
too.

In Collins’ third sea-
son, the Yellow Jack-
ets (1-2, 0-1 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) are 
still seeking the sort 
of signature win that 
would signal a true 
turnaround. They hope 
to get it Saturday night 
when they host No. 21 
North Carolina at Mer-
cedes-Benz Stadium.

The 71,000-seat, 
retractable-roof stadi-
um is best known as 
the home of the NFL’s 
Atlanta Falcons. Locat-
ed about a mile from 
Georgia Tech’s mid-
town campus, this is the 
first of six games in six 
years the Jackets will 
play at their new home 
away from home.

“Every guy that we’re 
going to end up signing 
in this class and the 
next class, every single 
year will play a game 
in Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium,” Collins said, 
already giving his sales 
pitch. “I’m excited that 
our guys get to experi-
ence that.”

Starting out the 
season in the Top 10, 
North Carolina (2-1, 
1-1) managed just 10 
points while giving up 
six sacks in an ugly loss 
at Virginia Tech. For 
star quarterback Sam 
Howell, it was the first 
three-interception game 

of his career.
But the Tar Heels 

looked more like the 
team everyone expect-
ed in winning a 59-39 
shootout over Virginia 
last week. They piled 
up 699 total yards and 
scored touchdowns on 
all five of their sec-
ond-half possessions.

North Carolina coach 
Mack Brown said 
it took time to build 
chemistry as injuries 
along the offensive line 
made it even more chal-
lenging to replace a pair 

of 1,000-yard rushers 
(Javonte Williams and 
Michael Carter) and 
a 1,000-yard receiver 
(Dyami Brown).

He said there’s no 
chance his team will 
look past the Yellow 
Jackets after they near-
ly pulled off a major 
upset at Clemson last 
week, losing 14-8 in a 
game that went down 
the final seconds.

“Georgia Tech did us 
a favor,” Brown said. 
“Our guys understand 
Clemson. They know 

how good their players 
are ... so that ought to 
wake them up if noth-
ing else.”

Some other things to 
watch for when Geor-
gia Tech faces North 
Carolina:

WHO’S AT QB?
Jeff Sims, who 

showed dynamic poten-
tial as a freshman last 
season, was injured in 
Georgia Tech’s opening 
game and hasn’t played 
since.

Jordan Yates started 
the last two weeks, 

guiding the Yellow 
Jackets to an easy win 
over FCS school Ken-
nesaw State before the 
close call at Clemson. 
He has completed 65.3 
percent of his passes 
for 592 yards, with five 
touchdowns and just 
one interception.

Sims is apparently 
healthy, but Georgia 
Tech hasn’t said who 
will start against the Tar 
Heels.

“I’m really happy 
with both of them,” 
offensive coordinator 
Dave Patenaude said. 
“We’re fortunate that 
we can put either one of 
them out there.”

HOWELL’S LEGS
Howell has turned in 

the first two 100-yard 
rushing performances 
of his career the past 
two weeks (102 against 
Georgia State, 112 
against Virginia) while 
continuing his prolific 
passing.

Howell is only the 
fourth Bowl Subdi-
vision quarterback 
to have consecutive 
games with 300 yards 
passing and 100 yards 
rushing, with the most 
notable player on that 
list being Heisman 
Trophy winner Lamar 
Jackson of Louisville in 
2017.

“I kind of got lucky 
there that I had back-to-
back games,” Howell 
said. “It’s certainly not 
something I do every 
week.”

THE 
REPLACEMENTS
Josh Downs has been 

great from the start for 
the Tar Heels, while 
Tennessee graduate 

transfer Ty Chandler 
stepped up to lead a 
strong rushing attack 
against the Cavaliers.

Downs had eight 
catches in each of 
UNC’s first three 
games, including a 203-
yard, two-TD showing 
last week.

Chandler ran 20 
times for a career-best 
198 yards and two 
touchdowns, leading a 
392-yard team rushing 
output.

STOUT D
After throwing five 

TD passes against 
Virginia, Howell will 
face a Georgia Tech 
defense that leads the 
ACC and ranks fifth 
in the Football Bowl 
Subdivision in passing 
yards allowed (124.3 
per game).

The Yellow Jackets 
are coming off a stellar 
defensive performance 
in a 14-8 loss at Clem-
son, limiting the Tigers 
to 284 yards in total 
offense.

DEEP 
BACKFIELD

Georgia Tech has 
plenty of depth at 
running back, which 
sometimes presents a 
challenge to get every-
one enough touches.

Jahmyr Gibbs leads 
the way with 185 yards 
rushing, but Jordan Ma-
son (127) and Dontae 
Smith (121) have also 
made big contributions.

Smith is especially in-
triguing, averaging 10.1 
yards on 12 carries.

“That’s a really good 
problem to have,” Pat-
enaude said.

Phillip B. Hubbard | The Covington News
The Yellow Jackets’ offensive attack was led by quarterback Jordan Yates’ four touch-
down passes to defeat Kennesaw St. on Saturday, Sept. 11, at Bobby Dodd Stadium. 

By GEORGE HENRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — A 
week after looking downright 
pathetic in a season-open-
ing loss to Philadelphia, the 
Atlanta Falcons were at least 
competent in a 48-25 defeat at 
Tampa Bay.

The score was not entirely 
indicative of the game’s flow, 
and first-year coach Arthur 
Smith was hardly despondent.

“I’m proud to coach this 
group,” he said. “We are 
building something in there. 
These guys fight. So, you go 
on the road like this against 
a really good, veteran team, 
our guys kept swinging. It’s 
unfortunate what happened at 
the end.”

The end included two tipped 
passes from Matt Ryan that 
were intercepted and returned 
for touchdowns, putting the 
game out of reach. But there 
were some encouraging mo-
ments for the Falcons.

Cordarrelle Patterson got 
loose for a 23-yard catch on 
a screen that was nearly a 
touchdown. Calvin Ridley 
caught a short TD pass on 
fourth-and-goal. Dante Fowler 
Jr. strip-sacked Tom Brady. 
Patterson took a toss sweep 10 
yards for a score.

Atlanta was trailing by only 
three points early in the fourth 
quarter, so it was in the game 
late. That will give Smith an 
opening for positive messag-
ing this week as the team tries 
to avoid a 0-3 start for the 
second straight year.

“They got two Pick-6s off 
tipped balls? That’s 14 points 
right there,” Smith said. “It 
looks ugly in the box score, 
on the surface looking at it. 
Understanding the context of 

the game, we had a chance in 
the fourth quarter. We have 
to convert. To go win it or at 
worst flip it. We had all three 
timeouts. Maybe you pin them 
back and you have a chance. 
We didn’t convert and they 
did. That was the difference.”

WHAT’S WORKING
Ryan’s connection with 

Patterson and rookie tight end 
Kyle Pitts, who combined 
for 10 catches for 131 yards 
and one touchdown. Patter-
son, Pitts and receiver Calvin 
Ridley are the team’s best 
playmakers, and Ridley led 
the team with seven catches 
for 63 yards. There’s ample 
opportunity for more. Ryan 

did a good job of looking at 
every option as 10 different 
receivers caught a pass.

WHAT NEEDS HELP
The running game averaged 

2.8 yards on 20 attempts. At-
lanta was trailing throughout, 
so Smith, who calls the plays, 
essentially had to abandon 
the run to play catch-up, but 
the Falcons still need to get a 
better push up front early on.

Ryan also had eight pass 
deflections, mostly because 
the Bucs’ front seven kept 
pressuring the line and push-
ing him off his spot.

“Yeah, that’s part of the 
game,” Ryan said. “It’s tough. 
You’ve got to give them 

credit. They did a good job the 
entire night of continuing to 
pressure, getting their hands 
up. It’s tough to go against, 
but you’ve got to learn from 
it. You better. Hopefully, we 
can do that across the board as 
we move forward.”

STOCK UP
A week after catching four 

passes for 31 yards in a 32-6 
blowout loss to the Eagles, 
Pitts had five for 73. That’s 
not much of an increase, but 
the fourth overall draft pick 
flashed his athleticism on a 
pass over the middle that was 
thrown behind him. Pitts read-
justed to make the catch for a 
decent gain. He said Monday 
that he did a better job of read-
ing coverages, proof that he’s 
shortening his learning curve.

STOCK DOWN
Cameron Nizialek shanked 

two punts that gave the Bucs 
good field position, the worst 
coming early in the fourth 
quarter after a three-and-out. 
Tampa Bay took over at the 
Atlanta 43. Three plays later, 
the Bucs scored to make it 
35-25.

INJURED
Cornerback A.J. Terrell suf-

fered a head injury in the third 
quarter and did not return. 
His availability is doubtful 
this week. Receiver Russell 
Gage hurt an ankle a couple of 
times. Outside linebacker Ste-
ven Means left with an early 
undisclosed injury and did not 
return.

KEY NUMBER
10 — the longest run from 

scrimmage, and it came from 
Patterson, who gained just 1 
net yard on his six other at-
tempts. That must improve if 
the Falcons are going to have 
a balanced attack.

Mark LoMoglio | AP
Atlanta Falcons wide receiver Calvin Ridley (18) makes a diving touch-
down reception in front of Tampa Bay Buccaneers defensive back Ross 
Cockrell (43) during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, 
Sept. 19, in Tampa, Fla.



SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
The Associated Press

With a win, Georgia 
can continue its unde-
feated start against the 
Commodores this week 
and further fine-tune a 
defense that has al-
lowed one touchdown 
through three games. 

Vanderbilt, on the 
other hand, is trying to 
snap a 13-game skid 
inside the Southeastern 
Conference after going 
0-9 last season with an 
all-league schedule. 

Last year’s game was 
canceled when Vander-
bilt didn’t have enough 
players because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

This will be Van-
derbilt coach Clark 
Lea’s SEC debut. Lea 
has some familiarity 
with Georgia from 
2019 when he was the 
defensive coordinator at 
Notre Dame.

KEY MATCHUP
The Bulldogs bring 

the nation’s third-
ranked defense in the 
Southeastern Confer-
ence to Nashville and 
are holding opponents 
to 75 yards rushing 
per game. Vanderbilt 
is coming off its best 
rushing performance in 
a couple seasons. The 
Commodores ran for 
247 yards last week, 
though top rusher 
Re’Mahn Davis will 
miss the rest of the sea-
son with a toe injury.

PLAYERS TO 
WATCH

Georgia: QB JT Dan-

iels. The junior missed 
the Bulldogs’ second 
game this season, but 
he was 23 of 31 for 
303 yards and three 
touchdowns in Geor-
gia’s win over South 
Carolina. He is 6-0 as 
Georgia’s starter.

Vanderbilt: RB 
Rocko Griffin. The 

sophomore takes over 
as the starting running 
back. He is coming off 
a career-high 107 yards 
rushing on 19 carries.

FACTS & FIGURES
Georgia has won 

three straight in this 

series. Vanderbilt’s 
last win was in 2016 
in Athens. ... This 
will be the first time 
Georgia has played 
back-to-back games in 
Nashville since 1932 
and 1952. ... Georgia 
is the only team in 

the nation with a 3-0 
record versus teams 
with a winning record. 
... Georgia is tied for 
fourth nationally with 
13 sacks. ... Vanderbilt 
has lost 13 straight 
SEC games.

By CHARLES ODUM
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga. — 
Adam Anderson be-
lieves No. 2 Georgia’s 
defense hasn’t come 
close to realizing its 
potential.

Anderson said the 
Bulldogs can generate 
much more havoc.

“We can get so much 
better,” Anderson said 
Monday before Georgia 
(3-0, 1-0 Southeastern 
Conference) began its 
practice schedule for 
Saturday’s visit to Van-
derbilt (1-2, 0-0).

“Most people would 
say we are doing well, 
but there are still things 
we can improve on.”

South Carolina coach 
Shane Beamer didn’t 
see much room for im-
provement in the Geor-
gia defense following 
the Bulldogs’ 40-13 win 

over his Gamecocks on 
Saturday night.

The Bulldogs were 
dominant even while 
allowing their first 
touchdown of the sea-
son on defense. Follow-
ing the game, Beamer 
just shook his head 
and said, “They’re big 
and physical and fast. I 
mean, other than that, 
they’re really freaking 
good. That’s why they 
have the top defense in 
the country.”

Anderson, a senior 
outside linebacker, 
leads the defense with 
three sacks and nine 
pressures. The defense 
already has 13 sacks 
and five interceptions 
but Anderson wants to 
see even more of those 
“havoc plays.”

“I think there are still 
things to work on,” An-
derson said. “For one, 

getting more turnovers. 
... We’re trying to make 
more havoc plays. How 
can we help our offense 
out by getting them on 
the field even more?”

In Georgia’s sea-
son-opening 10-3 
win over Clemson, the 
defense also took care 
of most of the scoring. 
Cornerback Christopher 
Smith’s 74-yard inter-

ception return provided 
the game’s only touch-
down. Linebacker No-
lan Smith, who forced 
a fumble against South 
Carolina and has two 
sacks this season, joins 
Anderson as leaders of 
the defense at lineback-
er.

“My brother. Part of 
my wolfpack,” said An-
derson of Nolan Smith.

Beamer was aston-
ished at Georgia coach 
Kirby Smart’s long list 
of top-rated players, 
including the massive 
duo of Jordan Davis 
(6’6”, 340 pounds) and 
Devonte Wyatt (6’3”, 
315 pounds) on the 
defensive line.

Sometimes the depth 
may make it difficult 
for a backup to earn 
significant practice 
time behind the starters. 
Smart says that may 

mean those backups 
volunteer to work on 
the scout team defense 
against Georgia’s top 
offensive linemen.

“And when you’ve 
got players in your 
program texting you, 
‘Coach can I get some 
good work against 
Warren McClendon or 
Jamaree Salyer?’ that’s 
when you know you 
got a good culture,” 
Smart said Monday.

“They’re trying to 
get reps against bet-
ter people rather than 
staying down with the 
defense... For me, that 
is everything we’re 
about, that’s what our 
culture is built on. It’s 
built on how you go 
against better players so 
that you get better and 
that’s how we get depth 
because they practice 
against good people.”

The Matchup
Who: No. 2 Georgia 

(3-0) vs. 
Vanderbilt (1-2)
When: Saturday, 

Sept. 25, noon ET 
kickoff

Where: Vanderbilt 
Stadium in Nashville, 

Tenn.
Watch: SEC Network

Listen: Georgia 
Bulldogs Sports 
Network (IMG)

Quick Facts 
Georgia has owned 
Vanderbilt over the 
course of the pro-

grams’ division rivalry. 
The Bulldogs lead the 
series 58-20-2 and are 
27-12-2 in Nashville. 
The two teams did 
not play each other 
last season due to 

COVID-19. It was the 
first time since 1968 

they did not play each 
other. The last time 
they met, in 2019, 

Georgia whipped the 
Commodores 30-6 in 

Nashville.

VS.

University of Georgia Athletics
Georgia running back Zamir White celebrates after scoring a touchdown during the 
Bulldogs’ game Saturday, Sept. 18, against South Carolina.

B4 Saturday-Sunday, September 25-26, 2021

The Covington News

BULLDOGSExtra

Oct. 2
vs. Arkansas

vs. UAB
FINAL: 56-7

vs. Clemson
FINAL: 10-3

Oct. 16
vs. Kentucky

Nov. 13
@ Tennessee

Nov. 6
 vs. Missouri

Sept. 25
@ Vanderbilt

Oct. 9
@ Auburn

Oct. 30
vs. Florida (Jacksonville)

Nov. 20
vs. Charleston S.

Nov. 27
@ Georgia Tech

Dec. 4
SEC Championship

Georgia rolls to 3-0 start W

W

vs. South Carolina
FINAL: 40-13

No. 2 Bulldogs look to stay hot in road trip to Nashville

Dawgs linebacker wants more havoc from Georgia defense
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W

UGA Athletics
Georgia defensive back 
Lewis Cine (16) celebrates 
with a teammate against 
South Carolina.
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Advanced treatment options. 

Personalized care. 
At Radiotherapy Clinics of Georgia—Covington, our experienced physicians are dedicated to providing 
personalized cancer care that is tailored to the unique needs of each patient. Our advanced therapies and 
state-of-the-art treatment technologies include: 
 

• External Beam Radiation Therapy
• Cone Beam CT
• CT Scanning & Simulation
• Eclipse Treatment Planning System
• High Dose Rate Brachytherapy (HDR)
• Image-Guided Radiation Therapy (IGRT)

 
Dr. John Gargus  Dr. Suzanne Smith
Radiation Oncologist   Radiation Oncologist

For more information or to schedule an appointment,  
call 470.782.9659 or visit GeorgiaRadiationOncology.com

• Intensity-Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT)
• Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy (SBRT)
• Stereotactic Radiosurgery (SRS)
• Volumetric Arc Therapy (VMAT) 
• ProstRcision®
• Seed Implants (Low Dose Rate Brachytherapy)
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SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Doctors and patients 
have many different 
tools available in the 
war against cancer. 
Imaging is one of the 
essential resources 
used in such battles. 
Imaging helps screen 
and diagnose cancer 
and can be used to 
guide treatments and 
determine the efficacy 
of various therapies. 
Therefore, advance-
ments in imaging can 
have profound effects 
on the ability to man-
age — and hopefully in 
the future — prevent or 
cure the disease.

The goal of cancer 
imaging is to detect the 
smallest possible num-
ber of tumor cells at the 
earliest possible time. 
Traditionally, X-ray, 
ultrasound, magnetic 
resonance imaging, 
single-photon emission 
computed tomography, 
and positron emission 
tomography have been 
utilized as key cancer 
imaging techniques. 
These technologies 
are being studied and 
advancing.

Imaging probes are 
one area of imaging 
worthy of attention. 
The Center for Probe 
Development and 
Commercialization, 
a supplier of radio-
pharmaceuticals, is 
developing the next 
generation of molecular 
imaging probes. They 
are designed to detect 
responses to chemo-

therapy in breast cancer 
patients. CPDC also has 
started to manufacture 
another probe designed 
to identify hypoxic 
tumors. These probes 
work on a molecular 
level, according to data 
published in 2013 in the 
International Journal of 
Biomedical Imaging. 
Molecular imaging has 
the potential to greatly 
enhance understanding 
of various cancers.

Another cancer imag-
ing and evaluation tool 
that is being produced 
and tested is called the 
MasSpec Pen, which 
enables a controlled 

and automated delivery 
of a water droplet to a 
tissue surface during 
tumor surgery or diag-
nostic exploration to 
extract biomolecules. 
The sample taken can 
immediately tell if can-
cer cells are present and 
distinguish tumors from 
healthy tissue.

Imaging has merged 
nanotechnology and 
conventional imaging 
tools with new devel-
opments. These tech-
nologies are still in the 
testing phase. Novel 
diagnostic probes 
with nanoparticles 
can improve imaging 

results. A 2018 review 
paper published in the 
Journal of Controlled 
Release looked at how 
nanotechnology could 
improve the imaging 
and treatment of lung 
cancer. For example, 
gold nanoparticles work 
better than iodine-based 
agents for CT imaging. 
Similarly, superpara-
magnetic iron-oxide 
nanoparticles can be 
utilized with MRI for 
the ultra-sensitive reac-
tions they produce.

Other imaging tech-
nologies in the works 
involve combining 
and improving the 

workflow of various 
methodologies. Philips 
Medical Systems’ 
Ingenia MR-RT Oncol-
ogy Configuration is a 
comprehensive solution 
that allows radiation 
oncology departments 
to integrate MRI into 
their computed tomog-
raphy-based radiation 
treatment planning.

In addition to the 
imaging evolution 
itself, researchers have 
realized the limitations 
of the human eye to 
discern abnormali-
ties or small changes 
from images collected. 
Therefore, techno-

logical advancements 
are enabling artificial 
intelligence to look for 
key signs in images 
and correlate changes 
to the aggressiveness 
of the disease. This can 
improve treatment suc-
cess rates and reduce 
the chances for human 
oversight.

Imaging plays a key 
role in cancer diagnoses 
and therapies. Improv-
ing cancer imaging 
can improve treatment 
plans now and in the 
future.

Breakthroughs in imaging technologies can help fight cancer

Metro Creative Services
Advancements in imaging can have profound effects on the ability to manage — and hopefully in the future — prevent or cure cancer.
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Occupational ther-
apy may sound like 
something exclusive to 
people who are injured 
on the job. Though 
occupational therapy 
helps people in the 
workplace every day, 
it also helps men and 
women, including those 
with arthritis, perform 
everyday activities 
that may or may not be 
work-related.

Arthritis can take 
both a physical and 
financial toll. The 
Arthritis Foundation 
notes that it’s difficult 
to determine just how 
many people currently 
suffer from arthritis, 
as treatment often isn’t 
sought until symptoms 
become severe. 

Conservative esti-
mates from the AF 
suggest 54 million 
adults in the United 
States currently have 
arthritis, though the or-
ganization reports that a 
recent study suggested 
as many as 91 million 
might be dealing with 
this painful inflamma-
tion and stiffness of the 
joints. 

As if the pain from 
arthritis weren’t 
enough, the condition 
also can cause financial 
problems for those who 
cannot work or only 
work part-time, with 
annual medical costs 
and earnings loss esti-
mates in the hundreds 
of billions of dollars.

Occupation therapy 

can help people with 
arthritis overcome their 
conditions. 

The American Oc-

cupational Therapy 
Association, Inc., notes 
that most joints have 
the potential to devel-

op arthritis, which can 
affect mobility, cause 
pain and even lead to 
deformity. 

However, the 
AOTA® also states 
that OT practitioners 
aim to help people with 

arthritis maximize their 
ability to participate 
in activities like work 
or recreation while 
striving to help patients 
enhance their quality of 
life. 

Because there are 
more than 100 different 
types of arthritis, men 
and women diagnosed 
with the condition can 
benefit greatly from 
individualized care. 
One-size-fits-all solu-
tions may not work 
for arthritis sufferers, 
who can benefit from 
one-on-one interactions 
with OT practitioners. 
For example, the 
AOTA® notes that OT 
practitioners may rec-
ommend personalized 
adaptive equipment to 
patients with arthritis 
who are experiencing 
pressure and discomfort 
in their hands when 
holding or working 
with objects. 

Before making such 
recommendations, 
OT practitioners may 
analyze patients’ daily 
activities to ensure they 
get equipment that will 
provide the support 
and relief their specific 
condition calls for.

Arthritis is a glob-
al concern that the 
Arthritis Foundation 
estimates will only 
become more prevalent 
in the decades to come. 
Occupational therapy 
can be just what arthri-
tis sufferers need to 
overcome their condi-
tions and improve their 
quality of life.

Occupational therapy can help people live with arthritis

Metro Creative Services
Though occupational therapy helps people in the workplace every day, it also helps men and women, including those 
with arthritis, perform everyday activities that may or may not be work-related.
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Individuals tend 
to learn about dental 
hygiene at an early age. 
On the recommenda-
tion of their children’s 
pediatricians, parents 
may begin brushing 
their youngsters’ teeth 
the moment the first 
tooth breaks through 
the gums. While proper 
dental hygiene is vital 
to oral health, it also 
can have a profound 
effect on the rest of the 
body.

According to the 
Mayo Clinic, poor oral 
health might contrib-
ute to various diseases 
and conditions. Peri-
odontitis is a severe 
yet preventable gum 
infection that can lead 
to tooth loss if left 
untreated. But the threat 
of periodontitis doesn’t 
end in the mouth. The 
American Academy of 
Periodontology  notes 
there’s a connection be-
tween periodontitis and 
several other diseases. 
While bacteria was 
long suspected to be the 
link between periodon-
titis and other diseases 
in the body, the AAP 
notes that recent re-
search points to inflam-
mation as the culprit 
that connects periodon-
titis with diseases such 
as diabetes and heart 
disease.

Diabetes
The AAP notes that 

people with diabetes 
are at increased risk 

for periodontal disease, 
speculating that dia-
betes patients’ risk is 
higher because people 
with diabetes are more 
vulnerable to infections 
than those without di-
abetes. While that sug-
gests periodontal dis-
ease is a byproduct of 
diabetes, the AAP notes 
that research points to 
the relationship being a 
two-way street. Peri-
odontal disease may 
make it more difficult 

for people with diabetes 
to control their blood 
sugar, making dental 
hygiene an especially 
vital component of 
routine healthcare for 
people with diabetes.

Heart disease
The AAP notes that 

research indicates peri-
odontal disease increas-
es a person’s risk for 
heart disease, with the 
inflammation caused by 
the former leading to 

the latter. People with 
existing heart condi-
tions also may find that 
periodontal disease 
exacerbates those con-
ditions. The Mayo Clin-
ic notes that the link 
between heart disease 
and periodontal disease 
is not fully understood, 
but enough studies have 
been conducted for 
scientists to support the 
notion that the two are 
connected.

Can periodontal 
disease be prevented?

Periodontal disease 
is preventable. A daily 
dental hygiene regimen 
that includes brushing 
after meals, flossing at 
least once per day and 
swishing with mouth-
wash are some simple, 
healthy habits that can 
prevent periodontal 
disease. In addition, the 
AAP recommends that 
people at increased risk 
for periodontal disease, 

including the elderly 
and smokers, should 
discuss their risk with 
their dental profession-
als.

Dental hygiene can 
do more for individuals 
than produce a mouth-
ful of pearly white 
teeth. In fact, people 
who prioritize dental 
hygiene may lower 
their risks for various 
diseases.

Experts say there’s more to dental hygiene than your teeth

Metro Creative Services
The American Academy of Periodontology  notes there’s a connection between periodontitis and several other diseases.
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When a brand new 
car is driven off a deal-
ership lot, its plastic 
headlight lenses are 
clear and pristine. Over 
time, due to contam-
inants in the environ-
ment and oxidation 
from ultraviolet rays, 
those same lenses can 
become cloudy, yellow 
and opaque. Cloudy 
headlights can decrease 
visibility and potential-
ly put drivers at risk.

Similar scenarios 
sometimes unfold 
involving the human 
eye. Starting around 
age 40, proteins in the 
eye may begin to break 
down and cause lenses 
to become cloudy. UV 
rays can be damaging 
to the eyes and con-
tribute to this natural 
protein degradation. 
While pronounced 
vision problems may 
not occur immediately, 
the American Academy 
of Ophthalmology says 
vision can be impaired 
later in life. The or-
ganization All About 
Vision states cataracts 
are the most common 
cause of vision loss in 
people over age 40 and 
also are the principal 
cause of blindness in 
the world. 

Unprotected ex-
posure to the sun is 
just one contributor 
to cataracts. Certain 
medical problems, such 
as diabetes, also can 
cause cataracts. An eye 
injury, eye surgery or 

radiation treatments on 
the upper body also can 
cause cataracts, as can 
corticosteroids, advises 
the AAO. Congenital 
cataracts, which occur 
when infants are born 

with cataracts, may be 
caused by infection, 
injury or poor devel-
opment in the womb; 
otherwise, they can 
form in childhood.

Cataracts form in var-

ious regions depending 
on the cause, according 
to AAV.

• Subcapsular cat-
aract: A subcapsular 
cataract occurs at the 
back of the lens. People 

with diabetes or those 
who take high doses 
of steroid medications 
have a greater risk of 
developing this type of 
cataract.

• Nuclear cataract: 

This cataract forms in 
the central zone of the 
lens and is often associ-
ated with aging.

• Cortical cataract: 
This cataract is charac-
terized by opacities that 
are white and wedge-
like, which form on the 
periphery of the lens. 
Eventually they work to 
the center in a spoke-
like fashion. Cortical 
cataracts can result 
from aging.

Symptoms of cata-
racts often can be slow 
to form, so people may 
not even notice they 
have cataracts until 
they start to block light, 
while others may learn 
of their presence during 
vision exams. Cata-
racts may cause vision 
that is filmy, blurry or 
foggy, indicates Web-
MD. In older adults, 
nearsightedness may be 
attributed to cataracts. 
Glare, both during the 
day and at night, also 
may affect vision due to 
cataracts. Double vision 
or changes in the way 
one sees color can be 
symptoms of cataracts 
as well.

Eye professionals can 
diagnose cataracts and 
make recommendations 
on the course of treat-
ment. Cataract remov-
al surgery is highly 
effective. More than 
95 percent of people 
who have undergone 
the surgery experience 
improvements. Such 
surgeries are often per-
formed on an outpatient 
basis.

Cataracts: what are they and can we avoid them?

Metro Creative Services
The organization All About Vision states cataracts are the most common cause of vision loss in people over age 40 
and also are the principal cause of blindness in the world.
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Call us today at 678.625.7105 to learn more about home health.

At SunCrest Home Health, our local nurses and therapists work 
together every day to deliver the high-quality home health care 
you need to stay safe at home.

We bring healing

HOME. 

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Acne is a common 
skin condition that often 
appears for the first time 
during adolescence. 
However, acne can 
develop at any age. In 
fact, Intermountain® 
Healthcare notes that it’s 
even possible for people 
who never had acne as 
a teen to develop it later 
in life.

Even though acne is 
quite common, misper-
ceptions about it persist. 
For example, consum-
ing chocolate or greasy 

What causes acne in 
adolescents and adults?

Metro Creative Services
Various factors directly contribute to acne, offers Harvard 
Medical School. See ACNE, Page 8
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Confused about your Medicare Benefits? I can help!  
Let’s Maximize your coverage, and get the benefits you need.

Noble Consultant Group
Helping You With What Matters Most

Medicare, Dental, Health,
Life Insurance

Humana, Aetna, Cigna, WellCare,  
United Healthcare and More

470-534-4556
Hours: M-F 9am-7pm

nobleconsultantgrp@gmail.com
Velvet Noble
Broker Agent

With heart, we #KeepCaringOn.

Quality health care 
is more important 
than ever. 

That’s why I chose 
Piedmont Newton.

foods like French fries 
will not lead to a bout 
of acne. Various factors 
directly contribute to 
acne, offers Harvard 
Medical School, and 
such factors include:

• Bacteria: Bacteria 
contribute to inflamma-
tory lesions in acne. At 
various times, including 

during puberty, bac-
teria on the surface of 
the skin can increase. 
Antimicrobials can sup-
press certain bacteria in 
patients with acne.

• Hormones: Fluctu-
ating hormones, includ-
ing fluctuations that 
occur during pregnancy 
and menopause, can 

lead to acne. Stopping 
or starting birth control 
also can lead to acne. 
Hormones that increase 
in boys and girls during 
puberty can cause seba-
ceous glands to enlarge 
and make more sebum 
as well, says the Mayo 
Clinic.

• Excess oil produc-

tion: Some people may 
produce more sebum 
than others. When 
coupled with skin care 
products and makeup 
that can clog pores, this 
may lead to acne.

• Inflammation: 
Inflammation caused by 
diet can lead to inflam-
mation throughout the 
body, and that may 
result in acne.

• Underlying medi-
cal condition: Certain 
conditions, such as 
polycystic ovarian 
syndrome in women, 

are often accompanied 
by chronic or diffi-
cult-to-control acne.

• Medications: Medi-
cations people take for 
various conditions may 
actually cause acne 
as a side effect. This 
includes drugs that con-
tain testosterone, lithi-
um or corticosteroids. 
Changing medications 
may reduce breakouts.

It’s important to note 
that acne is not caused 
by dirty skin. Scrub-
bing skin too harshly 
with chemicals or soaps 

may actually make acne 
worse by irritating the 
skin. Though makeup 
will not contribute to 
acne, opt for oil-free, 
noncomedogenic prod-
ucts and remove make-
up each night before 
going to bed.

Acne is often tied 
to adolescence, but it 
also can persist into or 
even first appear during 
adulthood. Learning 
the causes of acne can 
help people of all ages 
successfully confront it.

ACNE:
Continued from Page 7

Subscribe today by calling 770-787-6397 or visiting CovNews.com
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connect@nwtnfamilyconnection.org

770-786-0807

“Join us in uniting the 
community for wellness!”
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Piedmont Newton 
Hospital and Piedmont 
Physicians Group are 
pleased to announce 
that Emory Internal 
Medicine of Newton is 
now Piedmont Physi-
cians at Hospital Drive. 

Primary care services 
for patients ages 15 and 
up are available. These 
include well and sick 
visits, annual exams, 
sports physicals, vac-
cinations, women’s 
health and wellness 
services, occupational 
health services as well 
as the management of 

diabetes, heart disease, 
hypertension, arthritis 
and COPD.  

The practice consists 
of three physicians who 
have served the Cov-
ington community for 
over two decades and 
look forward to con-
tinuing to provide qual-
ity care. Four advanced 
practitioners and staff 
will also be part of 
Piedmont Physicians 
at Hospital Drive. The 
practice will remain 
located at 4181 Hospi-
tal Drive NE, Suite 401, 
Covington, Georgia 
30014.

James Stillerman, 
M.D., FACP

Dr. Stillerman earned 
his medical degree at 
the Medical College of 
Georgia. He then at-
tended Emory Univer-
sity Hospital, where he 
completed a residency 
in internal medicine.

Dr. Stillerman is 
board-certified and 
has over 30 years of 
experience working in 
primary care. He offers 
comprehensive preven-
tative care and treat-
ment for adults.

3 new doctors join Piedmont 
Physicians at Hospital Drive

 See NEW, Page 11

AthensOrthopedicClinic.com  |  5303 Adams Street  |  COVINGTON, GA 

Your Home Team for Orthopedic Care.

Logan K. Fields, MDMason N. Florence, MDM. Shane Smith, MD Juri van der Heijden, MMSc-PA
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Pain Relief & Wellness Solutions
Chiropractic • Sports Rehab • Nutrition Counseling

Massage Therapy • Acupuncture

We have been joyfully bringing Integrative 
 Therapeutic Massage and Chiropractic Care to the 

Newton County community since 1997 and look 
forward to many more years with you!

Dr. David G. Pellington, DC
Dr. Viviana Viera, DAOM, LAC

Laurie Oliver, LMT & Associates 
770-788-8222 • www.lifedancewellnesscenter.com

7193 Industrial Blvd. Covington, GA 30014

Dr. David G. Pellington and Laurie Oliver, LMT
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Christy Blanchford, 
M.D.

Dr. Blanchford earned 
her medical degree 
at Dartmouth Med-
ical School. She 
then attended Emory 
University School of 

Medicine, where she 
completed a residency 
in internal medicine.

Dr. Blanchford is 
board-certified with 
over 25 years of experi-
ence working in inter-
nal medicine.

John Ehret, M.D.
Dr. Ehret earned 

his medical degree 
at John C. Edwards 
School of Medicine. He 
then attended Emory 
University School of 
Medicine, where he 

completed a residency 
in internal medicine.

Dr. Ehret is 
board-certified with 
over 20 years of ex-
perience working 
in primary care. He 
offers treatment for 

most common medical 
problems, such as dia-
betes, hypertension and 
hyperlipidemia.

Appointments 
with Drs. Stillerman, 
Blanchford and Eh-
ret are now available. 

They are accepting new 
patients and welcome 
most major insurance 
plans. To schedule your 
appointment online, 
visit www.piedmont.
org, or call 678-342-
8660.

NEW:
Continued from Page 9

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— There are a few 
certainties in life, and 
suffering injuries are 
one of them — espe-
cially a sports-related 
injury.

Studies show an 
estimated 3.5 million 
sports injuries happen 
each year in children 
and teens, and about 
one-third of all sports 
injuries take place in a 
sports facility, athletic 
field or playground.

Fortunately, there are 
sports medicine treat-
ments available when 
such injuries occur.

Sports medicine helps 
people recover from 
injury, prevent future 
injuries, and focuses on 
helping improve their 
athletic performance, 
too.  Sports medicine 
treatments are available 
for everyone — wheth-
er you’re a young ath-
lete or an older “Aver-
age Joe” simply trying 
to stay active.

Common injuries 
treated through sports 
medicine practices 
include:

• Knee, Foot, & Leg:
- Fractures
- Sprains & Strains
- MCL/LCL injuries
- Meniscus tears
- Cartilage injuries
- Quadriceps/Patellar 

tendon injuries
- Stress fractures
- Achilles Tendon 

Tears
- ACL Tears
- PCL Tears
- Meniscus Cartilage 

Tears
- Patellar Tendon 

Tears
- Hamstring Muscle 

Injuries

• Shoulder:
- Labral tears
- Shoulder Disloca-

tions and separations
- Biceps injuries
- Impingement
- Bursitis
- Rotator Cuff Tear

• Elbow, Arm & 
Hand:

- Fractures

- Sprains & Strains
- Biceps/Triceps ten-

don tears
- Loose bodies
- Dislocations
- Tennis Elbow
- Golfer’s Elbow
- Pitcher’s Elbow
- Finger Injuries

• Hip:
- Hip impingement
- Labral tears
- Hip bursitis
- Abductor tears (Glu-

teus medius tears)

- Hamstring tears
- Hip instability
But something to 

keep in mind: the 
common injuries listed 
above can happen while 
doing other activities 
— not just participating 
in a sporting event — 
and they can certainly 
happen to people well 
past their teen years. 
Knowing this, it’s im-
portant to be prepared 
and know where to go 
in the event you or a 

family member suffer 
an injury.

Specialists with the 
Athens Orthopedic 
Clinic say sports med-
icine is considered a 
team effort: you, your 
orthopedic surgeon, 
nonoperative special-
ists, physical therapists 
and other healthcare 
professionals all take 
part in meeting your 
needs. There is no one-
size fits all solution in 
sports medicine. No 
matter what level ath-
lete or fitness enthusiast 
you are, AOC’s com-
prehensive team can 
help you recover from 
an athletic injury and 
learn how to prevent 
the injury from happen-
ing again.

If you’ve experienced 
a sprain, strain, concus-
sion, or other sports-re-
lated injury, it may 
be time to request an 
appointment at one of 
AOC’s convenient lo-
cations, which includes 
Covington, Monroe, 
Loganville, Madison 
and Athens, among 
others.

Learn more at athen-
sorthopedicclinic.com.

Sports medicine treatment available for athletes and ‘Average Joe’

Metro Creative Services
Studies show an estimated 3.5 million sports injuries happen each year in children and teens, and about one-third of 
all sports injuries take place in a sports facility, athletic field or playground.
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Pain is a fact of everyday 
life for millions of people 
across the globe. According 
to the National Fibromyalgia 
& Chronic Pain Association, 
one in nine adults in the 
United States suffers with 
severe, disabling pain. There 
are various types of pain, 
and fibromyalgia is one type 
that has garnered increased 
attention in recent years.

The NFMCPA reports that 
roughly 10 million Amer-
icans have fibromyalgia 
and that the overwhelming 
majority of those cases are 
women. Canada’s Arthritis 
Society notes that fibromy-
algia affects roughly 2% 
of Canadians, meaning it’s 
as significant an issue in 
Canada as it is in the United 
States. 

What is fibromyalgia?
Fibromyalgia is a chronic 

pain disorder that causes 
widespread pain and tender-
ness to touch. The pain and 
tenderness can increase and 
decrease over time, and the 
NFMCPA notes that symp-
toms can vary in intensity. 
Stiffness and cognitive dif-
ficulties that affect memory 
and the ability to concentrate 
are among the most preva-
lent symptoms of fibromyal-
gia. The American College 
of Rheumatology notes that 
people with fibromyalgia 
often suffer from fatigue and 
sleep problems.

What do medical 
professionals know about 

fibromyalgia?
Much is known about fi-

bromyalgia, but unfortunate-
ly there is no cure for it.  The 

causes of fibromyalgia are 
unknown, but the ACR re-
ports that the latest research 
suggests the central nervous 

system is involved in the 
development of the disorder. 
The ACR also emphasizes 
that fibromyalgia is not a 
byproduct of an autoim-
mune, inflammation, joint, or 
muscle disorder. In addition, 
the ACR indicates that, while 
fibromyalgia may run in 
families, genetics alone do 
not cause it. However, cer-
tain genes may make certain 
people more likely to get 
fibromyalgia.

Emotional stress may 
contribute to fibromyalgia. 
For example, the Arthritis 
Society notes that the onset 
of some instances of fibro-
myalgia have been linked 
to traumatic incidents or 
emotional experiences, such 
as car accidents or the death 
of a loved one.

Can fibromyalgia 
be treated?

Treatment can help people 
live with fibromyalgia, but a 
treatment that works for one 
person will not necessarily 
be effective for another. The 
ACR notes that both non-
drug and medication-based 
treatments are available 
to patients diagnosed with 
fibromyalgia. People can 
discuss the pros and cons 
of the various fibromyalgia 
treatment options with their 
physicians to find the best 
solution for them.

Fibromyalgia affects mil-
lions of people in the United 
States and Canada. Though 
it can be a painful condition 
to live with, people have 
options in regard to allevi-
ating that pain and living as 
normal a life as possible.
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COVINGTON, Ga. — The 
most common condition 
that gastroenterologists, or 
physicians who specialize 
in digestive health issues, 
diagnose and treat is irritable 
bowel syndrome (IBS). Even 
though 10% to 15% of adults 
in the United States have it, 
only about half of those will 
be diagnosed.

If you are suffering from 
chronic abdominal pain or 
experiencing changes to 
your bowel movements, like 
diarrhea, constipation, or 
both, you may need to see a 
gastroenterologist to discuss 
the possibility of IBS. 

Women are twice as likely 
as men to develop the disor-
der.

Michael Cheng, M.D., 
and Gregory Gibson, M.D., 
formed a new gastroenter-
ology practice at Piedmont 
Newton Hospital in August. 
They want people to better 
understand this under-diag-
nosed problem. 

“There is no single test to 
confirm IBS and no cure,” 
Cheng said. “But it can be 
managed.” 

• Diagnosis does not neces-
sarily require invasive tests. 
Often, a conversation and 
abdominal exam are enough. 
A physician concerned about 
IBS will ask about a patient’s 

bowel movements: the fre-
quency, appearance and any 
pain or strain associated with 
them.

• It is a common miscon-
ception that stress causes 
IBS. The American College 
of Gastroenterology (ACG) 
reports that “changes in the 
nerves and muscles that 
control sensation and motil-

ity of the bowel” cause IBS. 
But because of the connec-
tion between the brain and 
the gut, cognitive-behavioral 
therapy can be adapted to ad-
dress the core symptoms of 
IBS, according to the clinical 
guidelines on IBS issued by 
the ACG for the first time 
this year.

• Temporary dietary 
changes can help. The ACG 
recommends a limited trial 
of a diet low in gas-produc-
ing foods, a group known 
as FODMAPs, to identify 
an individual’s triggers for 
IBS symptoms. For three 
months or so, avoid foods 
with fructose (fruit sugar) or 
lactose (milk sugar) as well 

as beans, onions, broccoli, 
and cabbage. 

“What works for one per-
son, may make things worse 
for another with IBS, so it 
is really important to talk to 
your doctor about your situa-
tion,” Gibson said. 

“But these symptoms are 
real and you do not have to 
‘just deal with’ them.” 

To schedule your appoint-
ment with Dr. Cheng or Dr. 
Gibson, visit www.piedmont.
org, or call 770-385-4291. 
They are both accepting new 
patients and welcome most 
major insurance plans.

3 things to know about Irritable Bowel Syndrome

Understanding fibromyalgia and how disabling pain is treated

Michael 
Cheng

Gregory 
Gibson

Metro Creative Services
There are various types of pain, 
and fibromyalgia is one type that 
has garnered increased atten-
tion in recent years.
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Aging has long been 
associated with hearing 
loss, and that associa-
tion is not unwarranted. 
The National Insti-
tute on Deafness and 
Other Communication 
Disorders notes that 
age-related hearing loss 
can arise from changes 
in the inner ear as the 
body ages. However, 
hearing loss can affect 
people of all ages, in-
cluding the very young.

Noise-induced 
hearing loss, or NIHL, 
can affect people of all 
ages. In fact, a 2011-12 
study from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention found that 
as many as 40 million 
adults in the Unit-
ed States have some 
degree of hearing loss 
related to exposure to 
loud noise. Another 
study published in 2011 
in the journal Pediatrics 
found that as many as 
17% of adolescents 
between the ages of 12 
and 19 had features of 
their hearing suggestive 
of NIHL.

No single activity can 
explain the prevalence 
of NIHL among adoles-
cents and adults under 
70. However, there are 
steps everyone can take 
to protect their hearing 
and reduce their risk for 
NIHL.

• Switch from ear-
buds to over-the-ear 
headphones. The 
Cleveland Clinic 
notes that over-the-ear 
headphones encase the 

ear and are often more 
effective at canceling 
outside noise. Why is 
that important? If out-
side noise is effectively 
canceled out, wearers 
won’t have to turn up 
the volume on their 
headphones in order to 
hear their music. Lis-
tening at lower volumes 
is a great way to protect 
your hearing and pre-

vent NIHL.
• Recognize that 

others shouldn’t hear 
what’s coming through 
your headphones. 
Audiologist Sharon 
A. Sandridge, Ph.D. 
of the Head and Neck 
Institute at the Cleve-
land Clinic notes that 
if people standing at 
arm’s length can hear 
the music coming from 

an individual’s head-
phones or earbud, then 
the volume levels on 
that person’s devices 
are too loud. 

• Purchase activi-
ty-specific headphones, 
earplugs or earmuffs. 
Hardware stores and 
sporting goods stores 
sell activity-specific 
headphones, earplugs 
and earmuffs that can 

be utilized when en-
gaging in activities like 
yard work or hunting. 
Such products are often 
designed to block out 
noises from backpack 
leaf blowers and hunt-
ing rifles, and could 
therefore prove more 
protective of users’ 
hearing than over-the-
ear headphones de-
signed for listening to 

music.
Age-related hearing 

loss may not be pre-
ventable. However, 
individuals can protect 
themselves from NIHL, 
and efforts to do just 
that should begin at a 
young age and continue 
throughout adulthood.

Noise-induced hearing loss can impact people of all ages

Metro Creative Services
There are steps everyone can take to protect their hearing and reduce their risk for NIHL.
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Expecting moth-
ers often go to great 
lengths to protect their 
developing babies as 
they aspire to achieve a 
healthy, full-term preg-
nancy. That’s a notable 
and worthy goal, as the 
Association of Wom-
en’s Health, Obstetric 
and Neonatal Nurses 
notes that babies need 
a full 40 weeks to grow 
and develop. 

Despite the best 
efforts and intentions of 
expecting parents and 
their medical teams, 
preterm births remain a 
significant issue across 
the globe. According to 
the World Health Orga-
nization, about 11% of 
the world’s live births 
are preterm births. 
March of Dimes reports 
that the rate of preterm 
births in the United 
States is 9.8%, while 
the Canadian Institute 
for Health Information 
notes that Canada’s 
preterm birth rate is 
roughly 8 percent.

If those figures are 
alarming, it’s worth 
noting that many of the 
risk factors for preterm 
births are defined as 
“modifiable” by the 
Eunice Kennedy Shriv-
er National Institute 
of Child Health and 
Human Development. 
Modifiable risk factors 
can be changed to help 
women reduce their 
risk of giving birth 
before their pregnan-
cies reach full-term. 

One study sponsored 
by March of Dimes and 
published in the Ma-
ternal and Child Health 
Journal concluded that 
as many as one-quarter 
of all preterm births 
might be attributed to 
modifiable risk factors. 
These factors included:

• Abnormalities in 
the interval between 
pregnancies

• A woman’s body 
mass index before preg-
nancy

• The amount of 
weight gained during 
pregnancy

The Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention notes that 
certain behavioral fac-
tors also can increase 
a woman’s risk for 
premature birth. Such 
behaviors, including 
tobacco usage and 
alcohol consumption, 
are modifiable risk 
factors that women can 
control. 

Though modifiable 
risk factors are within 
women’s control, they 
are not the only vari-
ables that can increase 
a woman’s risk for 

preterm births. The 
NICHHD notes that ad-
ditional factors women 
cannot control or influ-
ence put them at high 
risk for preterm birth. 
These factors include:

• A history of deliver-
ing prematurely 

• Being pregnant with 
twins, triplets or more 
or the use of assisted 
reproductive technolo-
gy to become pregnant. 
In fact, the American 
College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecolo-
gists notes that preterm 
birth is the most com-

mon complication of 
multiple pregnancy.

• Abnormalities of the 
reproductive organs, 
including a short cervix 
or a shortening of the 
cervix during the sec-
ond trimester instead of 
the third trimester.

March of Dimes 
notes that prematurity 
can cause problems, 
including developmen-
tal issues, for babies 
throughout their lives. 
However, the WHO has 
developed new guide-
lines for improving the 
outcomes of preterm 

births, and these inter-
ventions can improve 
the chances of survival 
and health outcomes for 
preterm infants.

Pregnant women 
and women hoping to 
become pregnant can 
speak with their physi-
cians about what they 
can do to increase the 
chances their pregnan-
cies reach full-term. 
More information about 
preterm births is avail-
able at marchofdimes.
org.

Many factors could increase risk for preterm births

Metro Creative Services
Preterm births remain a significant issue across the globe.



Help is right 
around the 

corner.

Free Pregnancy Tests
& Initial Ultrasound

Free Earn While You Learn
Parenting Classes

Material Assistance
& Community Referrals 

Newton Pregnancy 
Resource Center
5278 Adams St, Covington, GA 30014
(770) 415-1176 | NewtonPRC.org

1307 Milstead Ave.
Conyers, GA 30012
(770) 922-5939
RefugeConyers.org
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Take the Natural Path to  
Health & Wellness

We are committed to providing the highest quality services and 
products available, including Nature’s Sunshine and  

Nature’s Plus for children.
• Whole Food Vitamins & Minerals  

• Whole Body Cleansers & Detoxifiers
• Natural Sweeteners • Personal Care Items  

• Herbal Teas • Essential Oils
Professional & Knowledgeable Staff

NUTRITION CENTER
3144 Hwy. 278 NW • Covington

(Kroger Shopping Ctr)

770-787-3400
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm

Sat 10am-4pm

Natural
Path

2133 Hwy. 20 SE • Suite 250
Conyers

(Publix Plaza)

770-760-0433
Mon-Wed 9am-6pm

Thurs-Sat 9am-7pm
Family Owned & Operated

10% Off Orders of $25 or More 
20% Off Orders of $50 or More 

With coupon. Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 10-31-2021. CN
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