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His Word
“Let no corrupt commu-

nication proceed out of 
your mouth, but that which 
is good to the use of edi-
fying, that it may minister 
grace unto the hearers.”

Ephesians 4:29 (KJV) 
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Club helps spread pickleball popularity in Newton County
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By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Mayor Steve 
Horton ended speculation this week 
by announcing he would not seek a 
second term in this year’s city elec-
tions.

Horton cited family 
concerns in announc-
ing he would end a 
39-year involvement 
with all levels of the 
city government and 
not run for the post he 
won in 2019.

“I appreciate, more 
than anybody knows, 
the trust that every-
body in the community put in me to 
run for this position,” he told Coving-
ton City Council members Monday.

“I believe I’ve done everything  in 
my power to uphold that trust and to 
do the things that this job requires of 
me. I don’t have anything that I kind 
of need to look back on in any nega-
tive way. I appreciate that,” he said.

He said he had not been involved in 
a number of family events since 2019 
because of his obligations to the city.

“When you sit back and look back 
at what you missed, you start to 
appreciate what might be in front of 
you,” he said. “I don’t have any con-
trol over what tomorrow is.

Horton’s announcement leaves two-
term Councilman Kenneth Morgan as 
the only announced candidate for the 

Mayor not
running for 
reelection

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Pickleball is widely consid-
ered the fastest growing sport in the United States, and 
its popularity has spread into Newton County through 
the Covington Pickleball Club. 

Ron and Tami Mast started the club in November 
2020. And, even though their aim was to allow people 
an easier way to play pickleball, Ron and Tami accom-
plished something much more.  

“It is a pickleball family and all are invited and 
welcomed,” Ron Mast said. “We have all ages, from all 
walks of life, from beginners to very advanced. Every-
one enjoys playing with each other, and everyone feels 
accepted and valued.” 

Pickleball is best described as a hybrid between 
tennis, ping pong and badminton. Individuals use a 
paddle, a small ball and a tennis net that is waist high 

Phillip B. Hubbard | The News 
Ron and Tami Mast of the Covington Pickleball Club demonstrate how the sport is played at the Newton County Recreation Cen-
ter near Turner Lake.

In a Pickle

 See PICKLE, A5
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2023 Covington Elections

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga.—Increased mortgage rates 
apparently have been cooling the housing market 
in Newton County.

Sales volume, units sold and the median sales 
price of homes dropped while the total number 
of homes for sale increased between November 
and January in Newton County, according to the 
real estate services company Georgia MLS. 

The January numbers for Newton County 
show:

• Sales volume decreased 30%, from $37.7 
million in November to $26.6 million in January.

• The number of units sold decreased 20%, 
from 118 in November to 94 in January.

• Median sales price also dipped 10%, from 
$297,450 in November to $268,900 in January.

• The number of homes for sale — active list-
ings — dropped by 12%, from 391 in November 
to 346 in January.

However, 13% more homes were put up for 

Real Estate 

Housing market cooling as mortgage rates rise in Newton County 
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Obituaries
Lynnon Hall Bledsoe

Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home
Lynnon Hall Bledsoe, 77, of Oxford, Geor-

gia entered his heavenly home on Monday, 
February 20, 2023, surrounded by loved ones, 
after bravely battling an illness. Lynn was 
born on December 16, 1945 to William Hall 
(Pat) Bledsoe and Ruby Thompson Bledsoe at 
the family home near Eatonton and Monticel-
lo, Georgia.  Due to his father’s career, Lynn 
moved frequently as a child, living in various 
towns in Georgia and Florida. The family 
eventually settled in College Park, Georgia to 
be closer to his mother’s family. He graduated 
from Lakeshore High School in College Park 
in 1963. 

His career with ABCO Builders began as 
a summer laborer at age 16. After studying 
Architectural Construction at Southern Tech, 
Lynn built a career as a General Contractor, 
ultimately becoming President of ABCO 
Builders. He was an expert in concrete engi-
neering and was proud to construct projects 
that helped build community. Some of his key 
projects over the years included the Atlanta 
Motor Speedway, the Texas Motor Speedway, 
and the Mall of Georgia, just to name a few. 
After retirement, Lynn continued his passion 
to create, developing communities and build-
ing beautiful homes around metro Atlanta. 

Over the years, Lynn served his communi-
ty well. He was active in coaching and spent 
many years on the softball field positively 
impacting the lives of youth. At the time of 
his death, he was on the Advisory Board for 
Peachtree Academy. He was an avid reader 
and enjoyed learning new things. Lynn was 
not only interested in politics, he was actively 
involved in supporting candidates and causes 
close to his heart. He was an active member 
of Church at the Grove in Social Circle.

Lynn loved travel and sports – golfing, 
boating, fishing, and hunting—and when 
these loves could be combined, he was at his 
happiest. Lynn golfed on many of the great 
courses: Palm Springs, St. Andrews Old 
Course, and Augusta National. He volun-
teered at the Masters Tournament for many 
years. He traveled often on hunting and 
fishing trips, and recently participated in a 
fishing excursion with family and friends on 
the Amazon River in Brazil. Lynn loved an 
adventure! His adventuresome side led him to 
purchase a 1963 Cessna 182 and earn his pri-
vate pilot’s license. From the 1970s and into 
the early 2000s, he purchased a number of 
Corvettes, many of which made appearances 
at school dances, proms, and parades.  

Lynn adored his family. He was a proud 
husband, brother, father, and grandfather. 

While he embraced all that life had to offer, 
he never lost sight of what was really import-
ant: family.  He leaves behind his wife of for-
ty years, Barbara Evans Bledsoe; his siblings 
and their spouses: Bill Bledsoe (Lynn), Jim-
my Bledsoe (Patsy), Scotty Bledsoe (Donna), 
and Michelle Gardner (Karl); his children and 
their spouses: Paige Bledsoe, Joe Bledsoe, 
Felicia Hicks (Michael), Shane Milligan, Lori 
Milligan, Jennifer Cole, and Karigan Yeo-
mans (Kelly); and grandchildren:  Bree Ste-
vens (Ryan), Bailey Bledsoe, Blakelyn Bled-
soe, Eryn Durr, Addyson Durr, Ryan Durr, 
Madeline Hicks, Tristan Hicks, Alex Cole, 
David Hall Milligan, and Wesley Milligan. 
Lynn maintained a close relationship with his 
extended family, particularly the Mehans and 
the Thompsons. He was preceded in death by 
his parents.

The family will receive friends on Wednes-
day, February 22, 2023 from 5 pm until 8 pm 
at Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home, Coving-
ton, Georgia. Funeral services will be held on 
Thursday, February 23, 2023 at 1 pm in the 
chapel at Caldwell & Cowan, the Rev. Russ 
Butcher officiating.  Interment at Forest Lawn 
Memorial Gardens, College Park, Georgia. 

Visit www.caldwellandcowan.com to place 
online condolences. 

Mae Jean Perry Long
Scot Ward Funeral Services

Mae Jean Perry Long, age 88 of 
Conyers, died Friday, February 10, 
2023. Jean was born on November 
19, 1934, to the late Henry Jack 
Perry, Sr. and Agnes 
Morton Perry. She 
was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Thomas Edward ‘Ed’ 
Long; parents, Jack 
and Agnes Perry; 
sisters, Eloise Hum-
phries (Homer), Juan-
ita Sanders; brother, 
Henry Jackson ‘Jack’ 
Perry, Jr.; nieces & nephew, DeLoyce 
H. Bullington, Nancy H. Owensby, 
Thomas R. ‘Tommy’ Sanders. She 
is survived by her nieces & neph-
ews, Elaine Humphries Cole (Ran-
dy), Dianne Perry Pruitt (Gordon), 
Emily Perry Graham (Robert), Henry 
Jackson ‘Chip’ Perry, III (Tina); 
sister-in-law, Gladys Perry; niece-in-
law, Barbara Sanders; great-nieces 
& great-nephews, Jennifer Lowery, 
Brandon Cole, David Sanders, Chris-
tian Sanders, Joy Gravley, Adam 
Pruitt, Wesley Graham, Luke Gra-
ham, Jackson Perry, Alex Perry, Eu-
gene Anderson, and Steven Owens-
by. During Jean’s childhood and high 
school days, she was affectionately 
referred to as Mae. As Jean gradu-
ated her elementary school years in 
1948, she was honored as Salutatori-
an for her class at Smyrna School in 
Conyers. She was a 1953 high school 
graduate of Conyers High School. 
Jean was a member of FHA during 
her high school tenure and served as 
Pen Pal President, was a member of 
the Beta Club, Tri-Hi-Y. She served 
on Annual Staff as Typist and the 
school newsletter SNOOPER staff as 
News Editor. Jean was a member of 
the Library Club and had a deep love 
of books and learning. She was also 
a member of Future Homemakers 
of America. Upon graduation from 
high school, Jean was employed with 
Aetna Life and Casualty in Atlanta, 
where she enjoyed a 16-year employ-
ment and was a supervisor. While 
employed at Aetna, Jean met the love 
of her life, Thomas Edward “Ed” 
Long, who courted her in the most 
old-fashioned way and asked for 
her hand in marriage. They married 
November 1970, and Jean retired 
from Aetna. Jean and Ed enjoyed 
44 years of married bliss until his 

death in 2018. Jean was a member 
of Conyers Garden Club serving as 
their secretary. She resigned in 2006 
and was an honorary member until 
2008. Jean volunteered for Rock-
dale Hospital Auxiliary for many 
years. She had the sweetest disposi-
tion, always helping and doing for 
others, and praying for them. She 
taught children’s and youth Sunday 
School at Rockdale Baptist Church 
until she moved her membership 
to Conyers First United Methodist 
Church, where she was a member 
of the Maxwell Sunday School 
Class. Jean’s caregivers, niece and 
nephew, Elaine and Randy Cole, 
wish to thank all who cared for Jean 
during her residence the last four 
years at Oaks at Ashton Hills. The 
care partners and nurses at Oaks 
were caring, loving, and kind, not 
only in caring for Jean but to her 
family as well. We always felt the 
patience, understanding, and care 
in that blessed home. Likewise, 
we want thank the hospice facil-
ities who attended to Aunt Jean, 
Longleaf Hospice and later, until 
her passing, Brightmoor Hospice. 
Going home service will be held 
Saturday, February 25, 2023, at 
2:00pm at Scot Ward’s Green 
Meadow Chapel with Reverend 
Chris Shurtz and Dr. Jan McCoy, 
Retired Elder, officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Green Mead-
ow Memorial Gardens, where 
Jean will be laid to rest next to 
her husband, Thomas Edward 
Long. Family will receive friends 
on Friday, February 24, 2023, 
from 2:00 to 4:00 pm and from 
6:00 to 7:00 pm at the funeral 
home. To those desiring, the fam-
ily suggests memorial contribu-
tions be made to Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, www.alz.org, or make 
checks payable to Alzheimer’s 
Association, 225 N. Michigan 
Avenue, Floor 17, Chicago, IL 
60601; Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America, www.bgca.org; St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, 
www.stjude.org, mail check to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, 
TN 38105. Condolences may be 
submitted on-line at www.scot-
ward.com. Scot Ward Funeral 
Services, 699 American Legion 
Rd., Conyers, GA, 770-483-7216.

Mae Jean Perry 
Long

For more information, please contact
The City of Covington Human Resources Department

sherbert@cityofcovington.org

Eligibility Requirements
United States citizen or authorized to work in the United States

Current enrollment in a Georgia college, university or technical school
Typically (40) hours per work week

Rate of pay will be paid at $15.00 an hour

The City of Covington is now accepting
applications for our Summer Internship Program

Selected students will participate in a meaningful and challenging
12-week summer internship that will allow each intern to have 
exposure to different facets of local government, receive
critical skills and personal development training.
Interns will work on a wide variety of tasks and projects within a
crossfunctional team of professionals and get exposure to leaders
within the organization.within the organization.

Interested students should submit an application by April 7, 2023

Application: CityofCovington.org
Navigate to ‘Departments’ then to the following:
- Human Resources > Job Openings > Summer Internship

The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer

*Approval notification will be no later than April 19, 2023.
*Internship work period is scheduled for the months of May through August, with the
start and end dates to be determined by the HR Director consistent with the City’s pay periods

Get Practical Work
Experience That
Complements Your
Academic Experience

Opportunities In:

Planning &
Zoning

Aviation Operations
GIS Data Systems

Marketing &
Communication

Video ProductionVideo Production
Accounting

sale in the month of January com-
pared to November. New listings 
totaled 177 in January compared to 
157 in November.

John Ryan, chief marketing officer 
for Georgia MLS, said increased 
mortgage rates over the past six 
months “definitely have had a sig-
nificant impact on the purchasing 
power of homebuyers.”

He said for every incremental 
increase in mortgage rates, home-
buyers “are affected across all stages 
of the transaction.”

“From the loan qualifying process 
where buyers may face the pos-
sibility of lower loan amounts, to 

readjusting their home searches to 
lower-priced homes, mortgage rates 
are a primary factor in determining 
the purchasing power of buyers,” 
Ryan said. 

“For the average homebuyer, the 
rise in rates could mean the differ-
ence between an extra bedroom, 
or a compromise on the location or 
desired features of a property.”

According to Bankrate.com, fixed-
rate mortgages are tied to the 10-year 
Treasury rate. 

“When that rate goes up, the popu-
lar 30-year fixed-rate mortgage tends 
to do the same, and vice versa,” the 
website stated.

Supply and demand and rate of 
inflation also are factors in mortgage 
rates.

The interest rate for a 30-year 
fixed-rate mortgage on Thursday, 
Feb. 23, was 6.5% — up from 3.89% 
in February 2022, according to Fred-
die Mac.

Ryan noted that units sold have de-
creased in Newton County for 12 of 
the past 13 months following record 
sales years in 2020 and 2021.

He said from August to December 
2022, the gap between units sold 
during months in 2022 compared 
to the same months of 2021 began 
growing.

“That comes down to interest 
rates,” he said. “It’s much wider that 
we’ve seen in the past.”

Some consumers who would have 
been homebuyers in 2021 may have 
waited to buy in 2022 because of the 
increase in inflation.

However, another reason could be 
that, as rates rise, more buyers are 
squeezed out of the market. They 
may have qualified for a mortgage 
loan in 2021 at 3.89% but not quali-
fied at 6.5%, Ryan said.

And despite a decrease in buying 
power, a silver lining for buyers is 
more homes are available now com-
pared to early 2022, he said.
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Senate committee’s 

mid-year budget hints 
at revenue slowdown
Georgia Senate budget 

writers approved a $32.5 
billion mid-year budget 
Tuesday that signals 
leaner times likely lie 
ahead in the coming 
fiscal year.

The mid-year spend-
ing plan, up 6.8% over 
the fiscal 2023 budget 
the General Assembly 
adopted last spring, 
includes Senate changes 
that would move some 
construction projects 
originally to be financed 
with bonds in fiscal 
2024 into the current 
fiscal year and pay for 
them with cash.

With many econ-
omists expecting a 
recession to hit Georgia 
and the nation later this 
year, state tax collections 
could fall or at least not 
grow as much as they 
have in recent years.

“We feel we have 
more flexibility in the 
‘23 budget than we will 
in ‘24,” Senate Appro-
priations Committee 
Chairman Blake Tillery, 
R-Vidalia, told commit-
tee members Tuesday.

Tillery said the 
Senate’s version of the 
mid-year budget meets 
or exceeds Gov. Bri-
an Kemp’s spending 
recommendations on 27 
of the governor’s 30 top 
priorities. It includes $1 
billion in state income 
tax relief, a $1 billion 
property tax rebate, and 
$1.1 billion to backfill 
the loss of state sales tax 
revenue from gasoline 
and other motor fuels 
that occurred during a 
10-month suspension of 
the tax ordered by Kemp 
to compensate for rising 
pump prices.

The Senate commit-
tee also supported the 
governor’s spending 
requests to give every 
k-12 public school a 
$50,000 school safety 
grant and “learning loss” 
grants to help offset the 
impacts of the pandemic 
on student instruction.

About $137 million 
sought by Kemp would 
be earmarked for the 
additional staffing that 
will be necessary to 
accomplish “the great 
unwinding” of Medic-
aid in April, when the 
federal government will 
relax pandemic-era reg-
ulations that prevented 
states from disenrolling 
people from Medicaid. 

Senate budget writers 
anted up more funds 
than the House provided 
in its version of the mid-
year budget for a variety 
of programs, including 
doubling a $5 million 
House appropriation 
aimed at the “hoteling” 
of children in foster care.

“It’s just not the best 
place we should be car-
ing for those youth, who 
are our wards,” Tillery 
said.

The Senate committee 
added $3.5 million to a 

$3 million House appro-
priation to expand the 
state’s nursing program, 
recognizing the current 
shortage of nurses in 
Georgia, and doubled to 
$4 million state funding 
of domestic violence 
shelters.

The Senate committee 
also added some spend-
ing items of its own to 
the mid-year budget, 
including $50 million 
for transportation infra-
structure needed to ac-
commodate the Hyundai 
electric vehicle manufac-
turing plant being built 
in Bryan County. The 
Senate added another $1 
million for a community 
arts and education center 
in Lowndes County.

The accelerated 
projects came in the 
University System of 
Georgia budget, where 
$5 million in fiscal 2024 
bonds to finance new 
equipment and infra-
structure for the Georgia 
Research Alliance was 
moved into the mid-year 
cash budget. A $19.9 
million appropriation for 
planning and design of a 
robotics training center 
at Ogeechee Technical 
College in Statesboro 
also was moved into the 
mid-year spending plan.

The mid-year budget 
heads next to the Senate 
floor for a vote, probably 
later this week..

—Capitol Beat News

Study finds big 
bucks in early 

presidential primaries  
Moving up Georgia’s 

presidential primaries 
to put the Peach State 
fourth in the primary 
calendar would reap 
huge economic bene-
fits, according to a new 
study.

Early Democratic and 
Republican presidential 
primaries next year 
could generate nearly 
$220 million in eco-
nomic impact and create 
more than 2,200 jobs, 
Emory University fi-
nance professor Thomas 
More Smith concluded 
in a study released last 
week.

The report accounted 
only for the effects of 
campaign spending by 
candidates, national and 
regional committees 
representing political 
parties, and political 
action committees. It did 
not include spending by 
media organizations that 
would flood Georgia to 
cover early primaries.

Smith also based his 
findings on a scenario 
that would include 11 
Republican candidates 
but only one Democrat: 
President Joe Biden. 
An open election in 
2028, when presumably 
neither party would have 
an incumbent running, 
would yield even greater 
economic impact, the 
study concludes.

Smith also predicted 
the economic effects of 
early primaries wouldn’t 

be limited to metro 
Atlanta.

“The most recent 
elections [2020 gener-
al election, 2021 U.S. 
Senate runoffs, and 
2022 general election 
and runoff] proved the 
importance of exurban 
counties, smaller rural 
counties, and other met-
ro areas (such as Colum-
bus, Savannah, Augusta, 
Macon, Albany, Valdo-
sta, Athens, Rome, and 
more),” the report states.

“In 2024 and beyond, 
candidates will have 
to secure votes across 
the state to run a com-
petitive race. As such, 
the economic impact of 
the early primary will 
spread across the state.”

The prospects of early 
primaries in Georgia 
next year, however, are 
dubious at best. The 
Democratic National 
Committee voted last 
month to approve an 
early presidential prima-
ry calendar for 2024 that 
includes Georgia.

Georgia’s Republican 
secretary of state, Brad 
Raffensperger, also sup-
ports the idea of early 
presidential primaries. 
But Raffensperger said 
this month he wouldn’t 
want to change the 
primary calendar until 
2028.

With Republicans not 
on board with moving 
up the GOP primary 
next year, it likely won’t 
happen because of the 
cost of holding presiden-
tial primaries on differ-
ent dates.

—Capitol Beat News

State Senate approves 
wide-ranging reforms 
to Georgia’s gang laws

The state Senate has 
approved a wide-ranging 
bill aimed at stemming 
the tide of gang-related 
crime in Georgia.  

Sponsored by Sen. 
John Albers, R-Roswell, 
the 10-page bill makes 
a number of changes to 
Georgia’s criminal law 
to address gang violence. 

Albers said he con-
sulted a wide range of 
groups in crafting the 
law, including prose-
cutors, judges, victims’ 
rights groups, district 
attorneys, trial lawyers, 
activist groups and 
others. 

“This is much needed 
and real criminal justice 
reform,” Albers said.  

The legislation in-
creases the penalty for 
possession of a firearm 
by a person convicted 

of a forcible felony or 
domestic violence. 

Currently, the penalty 
can range from one to 
five years in prison. Un-
der Albers’ bill, it would 
increase to at least five 
years behind bars. 

The measure also 
makes a number of 
procedural changes to 
Georgia’s gang laws. 
If passed, it would 
mandate that Superior 
Court judges handle 
all bond hearings for 
gang crimes. Currently, 
magistrates sometimes 
handle these hearings.  

Albers gave the ex-
ample of a 2010 murder 
of a child by a gang 
member who had been 
released on bond by a 
magistrate judge.  

Local governments 
and others would also 
be able to bring civil, 
not just criminal, actions 
against gang members. 
The bill would also con-
solidate the venues in 
which criminal convic-
tions could be pursued.  

“Oftentimes, gang 
members will continue 
to move around from 
county to city,” Albers 
said. “Rather than trying 
to prosecute that in 
multiple areas, it allows 
them to consolidate it in 
one single venue.”

Certain past crimes 
could also be used to 
prove gang membership.  

The bill would also 
require that people 
convicted of the repeat 
offense of abuse of chil-
dren, people with special 
needs, and elderly 
people receive the max-
imum sentence possible 
in most cases. It also 
allows prior evidence to 
be used in prosecuting 
people charged with 
those crimes.   

The state Senate ap-
proved the bill by a 44-8 
vote. It will now move 
to the Georgia House 
of Representatives for 
consideration.. 

—Capitol Beat News

State grant to help 
acquire Green Island 

for park space
The state has award-

ed a $3 million grant 
to Chatham County 
to help acquire and 
preserve Green Island, 
State Rep. Jesse Petrea, 
R-Savannah, announced 
Wednesday.

Petrea has been 
working for the last two 
years with the county, 
the Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources 
and Savannah lawyer 

and philanthropist J. 
Curtis Lewis III. The 
Lewis family owns the 
450-acre island in the 
southern end of Cha-
tham County. The state 
grant is coming through 
the Georgia Outdoor 
Stewardship Act, a pro-
gram funded through a 
state tax on purchases of 

sporting goods ratified 
by Georgia voters as a 
constitutional amend-
ment in 2018. Petrea 
said plans call for Green 
Island to become a coun-
ty park where families 
can boat, picnic, and 
hike. There is no road 
access to the island.

—Capitol Beat News
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Please read this 
slowly. Read it 
alone. Read it 

with someone. Read it not 
just once. Read it several 
times. Then read again. 
These are not my words. 
These are the words of 
the famed 
astronomer 
Dr. Carl 
Sagan.

It was 33 
years ago 
this month 
(February 
14, 1990, 
to be exact) that NASA’s 
space probe, Voyager 1, 
which had been launched 
on Sept. 5, 1977, took 
one last picture of Earth 
from 3.7 billion miles 
away as it headed toward 
the outer reaches of our 
solar system. This was 
done at Sagan’s urging. 
He acknowledged such 
a picture would not have 
much scientific value. 
Earth would appear too 
small for that. A point of 
light less than one pixel 
in size. (Your television 
set contains somewhere 
between 900,000 to 2 
million pixels.) Just a 
speck in the vast universe. 
A tiny blue dot.

Here is how Carl Sagan 
described it: “From this 
distant vantage point, the 
Earth might not seem of 
any particular interest. 
But for us, it’s different. 
Look again at that dot. 
That’s home. That’s us. 
On it, everyone you love, 
everyone you know, 
everyone you ever heard 
of, every human being 
who ever was, lived out 
their lives. The aggregate 
of our joy and suffering, 
thousands of confident 
religions, ideologies and 
economic doctrines, every 
hunter and forager, every 
hero and coward, every 
creator and destroyer of 
civilization, every king 
and peasant, every young 
couple in love, every 
mother and father, hope-
ful child, inventor and 
explorer, every teacher of 
morals, every corrupt pol-
itician, every ‘superstar,’ 
every ‘supreme leader,’ 
every saint and sinner in 
the history of our species 
lived there – on a mote 
of dust, suspended in a 
sunbeam.”

“The Earth is a very 
small stage in a vast 
cosmic arena. Think of 
the rivers of blood spilled 
by all those generals and 
emperors so that, in glory 
and triumph, they could 
become the momentary 
masters of a fraction of a 
dot. Think of the endless 
cruelties visited by the 
inhabitants of one cor-
ner of this pixel on the 
scarcely distinguishable 
inhabitants of some other 
corner, how frequent their 
misunderstandings, how 
eager they are to kill one 
another, how fervent their 
hatreds.

“Our posturings, our 

imagined self-importance, 
the delusion that we have 
some privileged posi-
tion in the universe, are 
challenged by this point 
of pale light. Our planet is 
a lonely speck in the great 
enveloping cosmic dark. 
In our obscurity, in all this 
vastness, there is no hint 
that help will come from 
elsewhere to save us from 
ourselves.

“The Earth is the only 
world known so far to 
harbor life. There is 
nowhere else, at least in 
the near future, to which 
our species could migrate. 
Visit, yes. Settle, not yet. 
Like it or not, for the mo-
ment, the Earth is where 
we make our stand.

“It has been said that 
astronomy is a humbling 
and character-building ex-
perience. There is perhaps 
no better demonstration 
of the folly of human 
conceits than this distant 
image of our tiny world. 
To me, it underscores 
our responsibility to deal 
more kindly with one 
another, and to preserve 
and cherish the pale blue 
dot, the only home we’ve 
ever known.”

Carl Sagan penned 
those immortal words in 
1994 in his book, “Pale 
Blue Dot: A Vision of the 
Human Future in Space.” 
Today, Voyager 1 is 
14.816 billion miles away 
from Earth and still going 
strong after 45-and-a-half 
years.

As for us? Not much 
seems to have changed. 
There is still hatred. 
There are still inhabitants 
in one corner of this pixel 
eager to kill inhabitants 
of another corner. We still 
have generals and emper-
ors and supreme leaders 
spilling blood, hoping 
to become momentary 
masters of a fraction of a 
dot. We still have corrupt 
politicians.

But we also have no oth-
er place to go. This speck 
is it. Here is everyone you 
have ever known or will 
know, everyone you have 
ever loved or will love. 
The good and the bad. He-
roes and cowards. Saints 
and sinners. You and me. 
Passing through in a blink 
of eternity. So, why are we 
here?

That is a philosophic 
question I cannot answer. 
But I do know that for the 
relatively short time we 
are here, we can make our 
existence on this tiny blue 
dot a little more habitable 
by how we choose to live 
our life and how we treat 
each other. Love makes 
the world go around. It 
sounds so simple. Why do 
we make it so hard?

You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at dick@dick-
yarbrough.com; at P.O. 
Box 725373, Atlanta, GA 
31139 or on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/
dickyarb
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Dick Yarbrough columnist

Contemplating life on 
this tiny blue dot

Drew Litton cartoonist

Do politicians 
really care 

about you?

I hate the word politician. 
I bet you do, too.

“Politician” comes 
preloaded with personal 
agenda and the preconceived 
notion that all of them lie, 
cheat and 
steal…all 
for their own 
gain. We’ve 
heard the 
news stories, 
read the 
blogsites and 
subscribed to 
the whistleblower podcasts. 
We take a little bit from each, 
mix it with a fraction of the 
truth and make our personal 
opinions known on Twitter 
and Facebook.

Maybe the last 50 years of 
local, state and national poli-
tics have caused us all to be a 
little jaded when it comes to 
politicians. I get that.

About the word “politi-
cian,” Newton County Board 
of Education Chair, Shakila 
Henderson-Baker, says, “I 
prefer the term ‘public ser-
vant’.” I couldn’t agree more. 
Now I can’t speak to what 
happens in Washington, DC 
or even at the Gold Dome in 
the ATL, but I do know that 
the vast majority of local folk 
in politics are good people, 
doing the best they can to 
represent their constituency, 
while looking out for the 
best interests of the entire 
community. They are public 
servants, not politicians. And 
serving the public is hard 
work.

Local public servants 
include the Chairman and 
the Board of Commissioners, 
Mayors and City Councils, 
Development and Infra-
structure authorities and the 
Chamber of Commerce, just 
to name a few.

In the past week I visited 
three different local public 
meetings and saw first-hand 
public servants in action. As 
a Board of Education repre-
sentative for District 1, I par-
ticipated in a public meeting 
where four other passionate 
public servants shared the 
burden of making and dis-
cussing policy and purchases 
that will create better edu-
cational outcomes for our 
local children. We also heard 
from some parents who felt 
like we let them down. We 
listened. We don’t have all 
of the solutions to all of the 
education problems, but we 
endeavor to make things 
better because we care.

I attended the public 
meeting of Newton County 
Tomorrow, a group of local 
leaders from municipalities, 
commissions, authorities, 
councils and boards. This 
group was focused and 
concerned about the future 
of our community and how 
we can collectively move 
forward together with better 
infrastructure, workforce de-
velopment, quality of life and 
more employment opportu-
nities for the next generation.

I saw a ton of great work 

It has been a great first 
month and a half. From 
the day I was sworn in, my 

team and I have been working 
to advance our shared values in 
Congress.

The Republican majority 
in the House has been hard at 
work delivering 
for the Ameri-
can people. In 
the past few 
weeks, we have 
passed bills 
that, if enacted, 
would repeal the 
COVID public 
health emer-
gency, end the COVID vaccine 
mandate for healthcare workers, 
and throw out laws passed by 
Washington, D.C.,’s city council 
that set criminals free and allow 
illegal immigrants to vote in our 
nation’s capital. We also passed 
a resolution condemning Pres-
ident Biden’s handling of the 
Chinese Spy Balloon that flew 
over our country, and anoth-
er denouncing the horrors of 
socialism.

Here are a few more high-
lights.

Since our last newsletter, my 
committee and subcommittee 
assignments have been final-
ized:

• Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee

• Subcommittee Highways 
and Transit

• Subcommittee Aviation
• Subcommittee Water Re-

sources and Environment
• House Natural Resources 

Committee
• Subcommittee Oversight and 

Investigations (Vice Chair)
• Subcommittee Energy and 

Mineral Resources
• Science, Space and Technol-

ogy Committee
• Subcommittee Research and 

Technology (Chairman)
• Subcommittee Environment
As I work on these commit-

tees, my top goals will be to 
cut wasteful spending, ensure 
tax dollars spent wisely and 
efficiently, rebuild America’s 
crumbling infrastructure, keep 
us on the cutting edge of science 
research and technological inno-
vation, to unleash our country’s 
unmatched energy production 
potential, and hold the Biden 
administration accountable for 
its many policy failures.

Our committee work got start-
ed over these past few weeks, 
and I asked questions of wit-
nesses for the first time during 

a Transportation Committee 
hearing on aviation safety.

The acting associate admin-
istrator for Aviation Safety 
of the FAA was on the panel, 
and I questioned him about 
the agency’s priorities. FAA 
recently spent staff time and 
taxpayer money to change the 
NOTAM acronym from “Notice 
to Airmen” to “Notice to Air 
Missions.” The agency did so 
to appease the woke left and re-
move “man” from the program 
name, so I asked if that change 
was made in the name of safety. 
As you know, the NOTAM 
system failed on January 11, 
which led to the largest aviation 
grounding since 9/11 and a po-
tential disaster. Be sure to watch 
the exchange.

Spoke on the House Floor to 
honor Justice Clarence Thomas

Recently, I delivered a speech 
on the House floor to talk about 
Justice Clarence Thomas, a son 
of Georgia who exemplifies the 
American dream. I called on 
the Georgia State Legislature 
to finish the job it started last 
year and pass a resolution to 
put a statue of Justice Thomas 
under the gold dome of the state 
capitol.

Attended My First State of the 
Union Address (It was predict-
ably bad)

On Feb. 7, President Biden 
delivered his fantasy version 
of the state of our union, but 
no amount of lipstick is going 
to make this pig pretty. With 
historically high inflation, an 
out-of-control southern border, 
and energy prices remaining 
stubbornly high, the Biden ad-
ministration’s policies can only 
be characterized as an abject 
failure, and he indicated no 
intention of changing course.

For all nights for me not to 
wear my boots to something, 
the more that man spoke, the 
deeper it got in there. He even 
asked us to pass a “clean” debt 
limit increase. That’s not going 
to happen. I spoke on the House 
floor the next day to set the re-
cord straight about his claims.

Received the seals of the Unit-
ed States Navy and the Space 
Force

We’re in the process of visit-
ing with the liaisons of all the 
branches of the military, and 
I recently had the pleasure of 
receiving the Seal of the Space 
Force from Brig. Gen. Benjamin 
Spencer of the Air Force and the 

Congressman updates district
about first weeks in office

 See COLLINS, A5 See BAILEY, A5

U.S. Rep. Mike Collins guest editorial

Trey Bailey columnist
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MATTRESSES • ADJUSTABLE BASES
PILLOWS • ACCESSORIES

3112 Highway 278
Covington, GA 30014 (Newton Plaza)

4018 Atlanta Hwy
Loganville (Next door to TJ Maxx)

770-554-3886
www.mattress-choice.com

770-728-1259

Ask about our PriceMatch Guarantee!

Your New Mattress is
guaranteed to make today a . . .

We carry today’s top-rated 
brands with cutting edge cool to 
the touch technology and a wide 

variety of sleep accessories.

$749 Free Sheet Set • $1049 Free Pillows
$1549 Free Sheet Set and Pillows

While supplies last. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Georgia’s Largest Selection of

Products!

(844) 651-1231

 Ayanna Ford-Bogan 
Agent

678-212-5004
www.youragentayanna.com

13015 Brown Bridge Road
Suite 500

Covington, GA 30016

SERVING YOU SINCE 1999

Above AllAbove All
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE
770-922-5356770-922-5356

• Large or Dangerous Tree Removal
• Articulating Loader to Protect Your Yard!
• Discounts Available (10 or more trees)

• Stump Grinding
• Drug Free Work Environment

• FREE ESTIMATES

770-922-5356
ABOVEALLTREES.COM

23Smart Home Security

Security Technologies

Improve Security 
Video Doorbell
Smart Lock
HD Video Cameras
24/7 Monitoring
Increase Home Value 
Smart Thermostat
Smart Lights
Smart Plugs
iPhone/Android App

CALL: (678) 342-9110
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2157 East Street SE • Covington, GA 30014

770-786-2524

Since 1893

J.C.Harwell & Son
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CHAPEL

A locally owned & operated funeral home 
offering: Funeral & Cremation Services as well 

as Pre-Arrangements Options.

“Dependable friends in time 
of need.”

Tommy &  
Mary Evelyn Davis

Celebrating 128 Years of  
Service to the Community  

We Call Home

www.harwellfuneralhome.com

being done and open communication here by people 
who care deeply about our town. Old guard and new 
guard, Democrat, Libertarian and Republican, Black 
and white — all had a voice at this table. The poten-
tial for this group is incredible. And each of these 
public servants and concerned citizens showed great 
care for you.

And then I witnessed the City of Covington public 
council meeting. Planning Commission chair, Jared 
Rutberg, made a passionate plea for the council to 
heed the rapid growth in town, particularly with the 
increase of apartment complex approvals. You could 
hear both from Rutberg and the council the concern 
that all have for these issues. This is not something 
that is being ignored. Nay, this mayor, and council 
are well aware and working hard to create solutions 
for a very difficult and nuanced issue. That is because 
they care deeply about this community.

These three groups did not look like agenda-driven 
self-promoting politicians. These folks are good peo-
ple and true public servants of Newton County. But 
can we communicate better outside of our silos? Yes!

Newton County is at a crossroads. Division is easy. 
Unity is hard work. Sure, there are different opinions 
on how to make our charming town better. Yes, part 
of our county identifies as metro-Atlanta and part 
of our community identifies as rural-Georgia. That 
makes us unique. Maybe we can have the best of 
both worlds, or find a happy place somewhere in the 
middle?

The solution: public servants must listen to the 
citizens, and then continue honest, constructive lead-
ership conversations that draw us together to work 
toward an agreed vision for Newton County. Boards 
and councils cannot make decisions in a vacuum or 
in a silo. Every individual decision from every board 
and commission impacts the whole. Newton County 
is interconnected. As leaders, public servants, we 
need to be more connected.

I’m sure there’s a few bad seeds, “politicians” 
who are not interested in working with others, but 
hopefully we can easily spot those and work togeth-
er despite them. However, from my view, no one 
is getting rich while serving the public in Newton 
County. I realize we have some leaders who carry 
strong agendas that I suspect are representative of 
their constituency. And that’s what we want! We 
need people who care deeply and push passionately 
for our community to be involved at the highest level 
of leadership and influence. We just need to see more 
communication across municipalities, commissions, 
authorities, councils and boards.

If we can get the right people at the right table to 
speak honestly and openly about the right things, 
then I believe we can come out of that room with a 
clear and agreed-upon vision for Newton County. I 
believe we can move forward, preserving charm and 
growing healthily. I believe there is a preferred future 
that we can all support. But we must be willing to 
meet in the messy middle and have dialogue, not 
stand on opposite poles and shout at each other. If we 
are true public servants and not politicians, then we 
can do this we must do this!

You, too, can be a part of this conversation. Attend 
public meetings and talk to your public servants. 
Sharing your thoughts and opinions on social me-
dia might help you vent, but it might not help solve 
the problem. Share those same passionate thoughts 
and opinions with your representatives or at public 
meetings. We listen. I promise. Even when we can’t 
fix the problem immediately, we are still listening 
and working to make the entire community a better 
place to live. “Politicians” might not care about you, 
but your local public servants do.

Trey Bailey is District 1 representative on the New-
ton County School Board. He also serves as execu-
tive pastor of Eastridge Church in Covington.

Seal of the United States Navy by Capt. Kyle Gantt. 
We will proudly display both seals in our office to 
honor all Guardians and Sailors for their service to 
our nation!

On Feb. 9, I joined Newsmax to discuss Biden’s 
State of the Union address, the Biden administra-
tion’s failure to act in a timely manner on the Chinese 
Spy Balloon, and liberal censorship of conservative 
voices.

As always, my staff and I are here to help. If you 
need assistance with a federal agency or have com-
ments or concerns to share with me, please do not 

hesitate to call my Monroe office at 770-207-1776 
or Washington, D.C., office at 202-225-4101. To 
receive frequent updates, I encourage you to visit 
my website at https://collins.house.gov/, like my 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Rep-
MikeCollinsGA, and follow me on Twitter at https://
twitter.com/RepMikeCollins.

U.S. Rep. Mike Collins, R-Jackson, represents 
Georgia’s 10th Congressional District, which in-
cludes part of Newton County, in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.
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to compete. 
Currently, the Coving-

ton Pickleball Club has 
two courts — a private 
court in the Newton 
County Recreation 
Department and an open 
court at the City Pond 
Park. Since its inception 
over two years ago, the 
club has seen a growth 
from nine to 90 people 
as members. 

Ron and Tami Mast 
highlighted the role the 
Covington Pickleball 
Club has played in the 
area’s increase. 

“That first night of 
open play was a spark 
that ignited and quick-
ly caught fire, and has 
continued to grow ever 
since, thanks to the 
people that are part of 
the Covington Pickleball 
Club,” Tami Mast said. 

Ron and Tami got 
the idea to start the 
Covington Pickleball 
Club when they went 
on a cruise in December 
2019. The couple cruised 
to the Western Caribbe-
an on-board the Royal 
Caribbean. 

During the trip, Ron 
and Tami met new 
friends who invited them 
to the upper deck to play 
pickleball. Prior to that 
encounter, Ron and Tami 
had no clue what the 
sport entailed but, after 

one game, they were 
“hooked.” 

However, their love of 
the sport was challenged 
because they realized 
there weren’t any courts 
available nearby. 

So, Ron and Tami 
would have to travel 45 
minutes to an hour away 
just to play. Thus, the 
Covington Pickleball 
Club was birthed from 
the couple’s desire to 
play the sport. 

As it currently stands, 
the club attracts many 
others to the sport as 
well. 

“The famous movie 
line, ‘If you build it, 
they will come’ certainly 
holds true in pickle-
ball,” Ron Mast said. 
“Many players even 
come from surrounding 
counties to play with the 
club. Players just want 
courts. Many counties 
are catching on to the 
popularity and growth 
of this fastest-growing 
sport in America and are 
providing indoor and 
outdoor courts for their 
communities.” 

The Covington Pick-
leball Club meets on 
Mondays and Thursdays 
at each of their courts. 
Weather dictates which 
court they go to on any 
given day. 

A tool Ron and Tami 

utilize to help facili-
tate growth and keep 
members engaged is 
GroupMe — a mobile 
group messaging app. 

All 90-plus members 
are in the GroupMe and 
it has served as a useful 
tool. 

“We also have a 
Facebook page, but there 
is more information put 
out on our GroupMe,” 
Tami Mast said. “As a 
group, we have desig-
nated times for play, but 
GroupMe also allows 
players to see who wants 
to play any spur-of-the-
moment games.” 

There’s no charge 
for membership into 
the club or to the club’s 
GroupMe.

In addition to the 
members’ weekly 
games, the Covington 
Pickleball Club offers 
free beginner’s classes 
as well as paid clinics 
by pro players, which is 
open to all skill levels. 

There is also an 
anniversary tournament 
that the club has hosted 
the past two years that’s 
been a “huge success.” 

Ron and Tami also 
highlighted how many 
players participate in 
tournaments outside of 
the club’s activities. 

Members’ ages range 
from nine years old to 

people in their 80s. Ron 
and Tami mentioned that 
members, such as them-
selves, bring children 
and grandchildren to join 
in on the sport. 

No matter the age, 
Ron and Tami highlight-
ed the social aspect of 
pickleball as their favor-
ite part of the Covington 
Pickleball Club. 

“For both of us, it is 
the friendships we’ve 
made and continue to 
make as new people join 
in,” Ron Mast said. “We 
have so much fun, and 
it seems like we laugh 
the whole time. We have 
a great group of people 
that make up our group. 
We feel blessed by God 
to have the opportunity 
to be a part of this club. 
Our lives have been 
touched by the many 
wonderful people we’ve 
met through pickleball.” 

But Ron and Tami 
don’t feel like the growth 
of pickleball in Newton 
is over by a long shot. In 
fact, they believe that the 
popularity is just getting 
started. And they en-
courage all community 
members to come out 
and join the Club. 

“Whether you’re a pro, 
intermediate or beginner, 
pickleball is the only 
sport that allows hus-
bands and wives, moms 

and sons, grandfathers 
and granddaughters 
to play competitively 
together,” Tami Mast 
said. “It is as much as 
you make it — hard 
core hits or fun, friendly 
laughs. The friendships 

you make are a big part 
of pickleball and the ex-
ercise combines strength 
and cardio. 

“The Covington Pick-
leball Club welcomes 
all who step foot on the 
courts.” 
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WASHINGTON — U.S. Sen. 
Raphael Warnock, D-GA., has been 
appointed to three 
influential subcom-
mittees on the U.S. 
Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition 
and Forestry. Those 
subcommittees include 
the Subcommittee on 
Commodities, Risk 
Management, and 
Trade; the Subcommit-
tee on Conservation, Climate, For-
estry and Natural Resources; and the 

Subcommittee on Food and Nutrition, 
Specialty Crops, Organics and Re-
search. The Senator’s subcommittee 
appointments underscore his focus on 
addressing the critical issues facing 
Georgia’s farmers, families and rural 
communities in the 2023 Farm Bill.

“I’m looking forward to working 
with lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle to advance bipartisan ideas in 
the Farm Bill that benefit Georgia’s 
farmers and agriculture industries,” 
said Warnock. “I’m particularly excit-
ed to be named to committee panels 
that will help ensure I can deliver on 
important priorities to Georgians in 
the 2023 Farm Bill. This includes 

expanding resources to support export 
opportunities for Georgia’s farmers 
and agribusinesses, expanding access 
to credit and technical assistance for 
beginning farmers and underserved 
farmers, protecting vital federal nu-
trition benefits, and boosting Georgia 
institutions like Fort Valley State Uni-
versity and the University of Georgia 
through USDA’s agriculture research 
and extension program.”

The Farm Bill is the primary agri-
cultural and food policy tool of the 
federal government, authorizing a 
majority of the programs at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
as well as the nation’s nutrition assis-

tance programs, including the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP). Congress renews, revises, 
and reauthorizes the Farm Bill in a 
comprehensive bill every five years. 
The Farm Bill, which last passed 
Congress in 2018, is set to expire on 
Sept. 30, 2023. 

The Farm Bill also addresses agri-
culture community priorities such as 
commodities, crop insurance, forestry, 
conservation, trade promotion, nutri-
tion assistance, research (including 
research at land-grant institutions), 
and rural development, such as rural 
housing and rural broadband.

U.S. Senate

AGRICULTURE
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Special | Agritech Tomorrow  
Siemens recently announced its collaboration with 80 Acres Farms, a leader in the indoor 
farming industry that is working to build a production facility in Covington.

Warnock appointed to three Agriculture subcommittees

 

 

 

Become a Member Today!
As a Georgia Farm Bureau member, you now have 
access to over 300,000 discount offers from local, 
regional and national brands. Through our Georgia 
Farm Bureau Savings Plus, you can save using our 

convenient mobile app or through our dedicated 
savings website.  All the discounts you’ll find in our 

Savings Plus program are our way of showing 
appreciation to you, our valued member.

Download the GFB Savings Plus app today 
for iPhone or Android!  

Home Center

Serving Newton, 
Walton and the

Surrounding 
counties

since 1956

181 S. Cherokee St.
Social Circle, GA 30025

(770) 464-3354

Social Circle

Raphael
Warnock

THE STOCK MARKET
4479 Hwy 20 SE, Conyers • 770-483-8620 • Mon-Sat 9am-8pm • Sun 10am-6pm

March 2nd 
Americana  
Amberlink  
Blue Copper Maran 
March 9th 
Barred Rock 
Production Red 
Speckled Sussex 
March 16th 
Americana 
Blue Laced Red Wyandotte 
Cinnamon Queen 
March 23rd 
Barnevelder 
Cornish Rock 
Lavender Orpington

March 30th 
Cream Legbar 
Golden Comet 
Black Australorp
April 6th DUCKS 
Khaki Campbell 
Mallard  
White Pekin 
April 13th 
Columbian Rock Cross 
Golden Cuckoo Maran 
Lavender Orpington 
April 20th 
Black Giant  
Buff Brahma  
Rhode Island Blue 

April 27th  
Buff Brahma 
Rhode Island Red 
Welsummers
May 4th  
Buff Orpington 
New Hampshire 
Olive Egger
May 11th  
Cream Legbar 
Golden Laced Wyandotte 
Noir Maran 
May 18th 
Cuckoo Maran 
Blue Australorp 
Buckeyes 

May 25 
Black Sex Link 
Blue Copper Maran 
Dark Brahma 
June 1st 
Blue Rock 
Brown Leghorn 
Golden Comet 
June 8th 
Black Copper Maran 
Silver Laced Wyandotte 
Speckled Sussex 
June 14th TURKEYS 
Artisan Gold  
Broad Breasted White 
Orlopp Mammoth Bronze

THE CHICKS ARE COMING!
ALL CHICKS ARE PULLETS. ALL SALES ARE FINAL. BUY 1 OR MORE!
Dates are dependent on hatch and weather. Please check with us to be sure shipment arrived!

Kristin Coleman, Realtor®

Accredited Buyer’s Representative
Seller Representative Specialist

C. 404-423-0375
O. 770-623-1900

info@kcolemanteam.com
www.kcolemanteam.com
10205 Industrial Blvd Ste. D

Covington, GA 30014

AGRITECH TOMORROW
news@covnews.com

Siemens recently 
announced its collab-
oration with 80 Acres 
Farms, a leader in the 
indoor farming industry 
that is working to build 
a production facility in 
Covington. 

With a future farm 
in Covington, and five 
production farms in 
southwestern Ohio, a 
new farm in Florence, 
Kentucky, and R&D 
facilities in Arkansas 
and the Netherlands, 80 

Acres Farms specializes 
in growing the next gen-
eration of food — food 
grown in eco-friendly 
indoor farms closer to 
consumers’ tables.

“In just seven years, 
we have scaled from 
a single R&D facility 
to a high-tech mod-
ular system that we 
can deploy across the 
world,” said Mike 
Zelkind, co-founder 
and CEO of 80 Acres 
Farms. “Standardizing 
our technology and 
infrastructure enables 

our industry-leading 
technology to scale 
worldwide rapidly and 
effectively. By building 
a network of committed 
global partners like Sie-
mens, we can feed tens 
of millions more people 
in a matter of years.”

Anchored by Siemens 
Financial Services’ ini-
tial investment, the two 
entities have partnered 
to apply innovative 
technology within the 
agriculture industry — 
fostering sustainable, 
healthy, traceable, and 
more productive farm-
ing practices. 

Utilizing Siemens’ 
software and hardware 
solutions, spanning 
intelligent facility and 
energy management 
systems to advanced 
industrial automation 
technology, 80 Acres 
Farms is well positioned 
to meet its goal to opti-
mize and standardize its 
operations — with the 
vision to support food 

security worldwide. 
“We sometimes hear 

that food is medicine. 
Vertical farming is an 
opportunity to turn this 
concept into a reality, 
and 80 Acres Farms’ 
use of technology is 
now modeling the path 
forward for this trans-
formative approach to 
food production,” said 
Siemens USA Presi-
dent and CEO Barbara 
Humpton. 

“In this moment of 
change and disrup-
tion — and in a world 
becoming increasingly 
‘glocal’ — what I see at 
80 Acres Farms rep-
resents both the purpose 
and the power of the 
industrial technologies 
now readily available 
to us: the capability to 
invent anywhere, then to 

scale our world-chang-
ing solutions every-
where.” 

Siemens’ full-scale 
collaboration involves 
the optimization, auto-
mation and control of 80 
Acres’ farming facilities 
and processes. Working 
with the company’s 
technology subsidiary, 
Infinite Acres, Siemens 
supports the industrial-
ization and scaling of 
the company’s propri-
etary Loop platform – a 
comprehensive solution 
that encompasses crop 
management software 
and algorithms, environ-
mental controls, robot-
ics, and automation. 

“Infinite Acres has 
built the Loop platform 
through collaboration 
with best-in-class tech-
nology partners such as 
Priva, Ocado, and Signi-
fy. Our new partnership 
with Siemens takes 
our collaboration and 
technology platform to 
a new level through the 
360° approach across 
software and connect-
ed hardware solutions 
— from digital twins 
to advanced controls,” 
says Tisha Livingston, 
co-founder of 80 Acres 
Farms and CEO of 
Infinite Acres.

Siemens Smart 
Infrastructure is provid-
ing power distribution 

equipment while its 
energy and building 
management technolo-
gies within the facilities 
help monitor fire and 
life safety, security 
and power distribution 
systems all from a 
single interface. Sie-
mens Digital Industries 
will install a suite of 
advanced industrial 
automation technolo-
gies and edge devices 
to help automate the 
production line, while 
edge devices and hu-
man-machine interfaces 
monitor and update the 
farms’ control systems. 
Taking a deeper look 
into the growth pro-
cesses, Siemens Digital 
Industries Software is 
currently developing a 
digital twin that sim-
ulates the farm, plant 
growth and the produc-
tion process to predict 
plant growth under 
diverse conditions as 
well as to optimize 
future farms for growth 
and shipping.

Looking towards the 
future, Siemens’ R&D 
arm, Siemens Tech-
nology, is leveraging 
artificial intelligence 
and machine learning 
to develop an app that 
optimizes software to 
identify irregularities, 
avoiding adverse condi-
tions within the plants.

Indoor Farming Industry

Siemens working to help
grow 80 Acres Farms
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Georgia General Assembly

State House approves governor’s income tax refund
By REBECCA GRAPEVINE

Capitol Beat News Service 

ATLANTA — The 
Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives Thursday 
approved 
Gov. 
Brian 
Kemp’s 
propos-
al to 
provide 
Georgia 
taxpayers 
with state 
income 
tax refunds this year.  

Single taxpayers or 
married taxpayers filing 
individually are set to 
receive $250.  A head 

of household would 
receive a $375 refund, 
and married couples 
filing jointly would get 
$500. The $1 billion to 
cover the cost of the re-
fund would come from 
Georgia’s record budget 
surplus.  

“We’ve had a surplus 
in Georgia,” said Rep. 
Lauren McDonald, 
R-Cumming, the bill’s 
sponsor and the gover-
nor’s floor leader in the 
House. “It’s our respon-
sibility to give the mon-
ey back to the taxpayers 
that’s theirs.” 

The only change this 
year is that people who 

are claimed as depen-
dents can also get the 
$250 tax refund. This 
would allow young peo-
ple such as high-school 
students who also work 
to reap the benefit, Mc-
Donald said.  

Rep. El-Mahdi Holly, 
D-Stockbridge, vot-
ed in favor of the bill 
but suggested that the 
House should in the 
future approve a state 
tax credit similar to the 
federal earned income 
tax credit for low- and 
middle-income fami-
lies.   

The bill passed nearly 
unanimously, with a 

170-2 vote. Reps. Al 
Williams, D-Midway, 
and Spencer Frye, 
D-Athens, were the 
sole no votes.  

The bill now moves 
to the Senate for con-
sideration.  

The state House 
Thursday also approved 
a resolution retroactive-
ly approving Kemp’s 
executive orders from 
last year that temporari-
ly suspended the state’s 
gasoline tax. 

“The governor’s 
actions delivered 
much-needed tempo-
rary relief to Geor-
gians at the pump, 

which saved taxpayers 
approximately $1.7 
million,” said Rep. 

Matthew Gambill, 
R-Cartersville, the reso-
lution’s main sponsor.

Brian 
Kemp

Senate OKs bill aimed at no-cash bail
By DAVE WILLIAMS
Capitol Beat News Services 

ATLANTA — The Republi-
can-controlled state Senate passed 
legislation Thursday that would 
mostly do away with the granting 
of no-cash bail to criminal sus-
pects in Georgia.

Senate Bill 63, which passed 31-
23 largely along party lines, would 
prohibit judges from ordering 
no-cash bail unless the accused 
has been charged with a crime that 
does not carry a jail or prison sen-
tence. No-cash bail would apply to 
a long list of violent and non-vio-
lent crimes, from murder and rape 
to possession of marijuana.

The legislation is aimed at a rise 
in crime across Georgia that cities 
and counties aren’t doing enough 

to combat,” said Sen. Randy Rob-
ertson, R-Cataula, the bill’s chief 
sponsor and a former law enforce-
ment officer.

“The individuals going out and 
committing these crimes are not 
new criminals,” Robertson said. 
“The vast majority are recidivists, 
individuals the system has been 
kind to. “

But Democrats argued the bill 
would be counterproductive. Sen. 
Josh McLaurin, D-Sandy Springs, 
cited studies showing that the 
longer a criminal suspect sits in 
jail, the more likely that person is 
to become a repeat offender.

McLaurin praised former Gov. 
Nathan Deal, a Republican, for 
his efforts to enact criminal justice 
reform in Georgia through ini-

tiatives including accountability 
courts aimed at keeping people 
out of jail.

“If you’re in jail, you can’t go 
to your job, take care of your 
family, get treatment for a medical 
condition,” McLaurin said. “Gov. 
Nathan Deal understood that. We 
are moving in the opposite direc-
tion Gov. Nathan Deal took us.”

But Sen. John Albers, R-Ros-
well, chairman of the Senate 
Public Safety Committee, said 
Democrats’ arguments against the 
bill were more concerned about 
criminals than their victims.

“We should be mortified that 
people are afraid to leave their 
homes,” he said. “We have a 
responsibility to protect the people 
of this state.”
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position.
The mayor won 

election over incumbent 
Ronnie Johnston and 
Eric Threets in 2019. 

He was elected in 
the same year that East 
Ward council members 
Fleeta Baggett and Don 
Floyd each won election 
for the first time and 
Morgan won reelection 
as a West Ward member. 
Each of their seats will 
be up for election this 
year.

West Ward council 
members Charika Davis 
and Anthony Henderson 
and East Ward Council-
woman Susie Keck won 
election in 2021 and 
their seats will not be up 
for election until 2025.

Horton was elected 
mayor after working for 
the city government for 
almost 35 years until 
December 2012. 

He began his career 
with the city in February 
1978 as a patrol officer 
in the police department 

and was promoted to 
both sergeant and lieu-
tenant.

In 1988, Horton 
transferred to the 
electric department to 
work as a line worker 
until December 1993 
when he was promoted 
and became the city of 
Covington’s first Safe-
ty/Risk Manager. In 
June 1996, Horton was 
named interim police 
chief and was made per-
manent chief in Septem-
ber 1996. 

Horton led the Cov-
ington Police Depart-
ment when it provided 

daily assistance with 
security for the 1996 At-
lanta Olympics and was 
in charge of providing 
security for that portion 
of the Olympic Torch 
Run that came through 
Covington and the 
associated downtown 
festival.  

The following year, 
Horton was appointed 
as the public works 
director for the city and 
worked closely with for-
mer city manager Frank 
Turner Sr. — whom 
Horton replaced upon 
Turner’s retirement after 
35 years in 2005.

Horton served as city 
manager from late 2005 
to 2012.

While serving as 
city manager, the city 
of Covington received 
an award for planning 
funds after being named 
a recipient of the Atlanta 
Regional Commission’s 
Livable Centers Initia-
tive Program. Coving-
ton also was named one 
of only three cities in 
the country to have four 
departments as nation-
ally accredited agencies 
while Horton was city 
manager.  
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Special | Peachtree Academy
A Peachtree Academy sixth-grade student works on a 
Rube Goldberg machine project recently at the Coving-
ton private school. The handmade machines complete 
simple tasks by using a chain reaction to get the job 
done, according to information from the school.

Social Studies Fair winners represent 6 schools 
STAFF REPORT
news@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — Newton Coun-
ty School System 
(NCSS) recently an-

nounced the winners 
of the 2022 NCSS 
Social Studies Fair. 

Students in grades 5 
through 12 competing 
in the fair conducted 

extensive research on 
a topic of their choice 
and were judged on 
the four major com-
ponents of their social 
studies project — the 
research summary pa-
per; the visual/display 
that should effectively 
organize and commu-
nicate the research 
and results; the project 
abstract which should 
include a description 
of the project, the re-
search question/prob-
lem, methodology, and 
conclusion; and an 
oral interview. 

All first place win-
ners will advance to 
the North East Re-
gional Social Studies 
Fair.

Social Studies Fair 
Award Winners

NAME / SCHOOL 
/ PROJECT

First Place
• Jackson Nealy / 

Cousins Middle / The 
Battle of Stalingrad

• Amoriah Eliah-As-
riel Wimberly / New-
ton County Theme 
/ Stereotypes of the 
Black Woman

• Destinne Brown / 
South Salem Elemen-
tary / Who is Madame 
C.J. Walker? 

• Kennedy Curry / 
Veterans Memorial 
Middle / Have You 
Ever Vaped?

• Azaya Foster, Bri-
anna Maffett and Lau-
ren Parsons / Liberty 
Middle / The Autism 
Spectrum: Living with 
the Autistic Child in 
America  

• Benjamin Parson 
and Jonathan Hulgan 
/ Newton County 
Theme / Forgotten 
Purrs and Barks: The 
Domestication of An-
cient Cats and Dogs

• Breyan Barton, 
Shanay Lindsay and 
Emily Gallardo-Rosas 
/ Veterans Memorial 
Middle / Teens and 
Mental Health

•Maren Poynter 
and Madolyn Height 

/ Newton County 
Theme / COVID-19s 
Effect on the Eco-
system: Is the World 
Finally Going Green?  

• Leila Shaw / New-
ton County Theme / 
Food During the Great 
Depression

• Liam Boardman, 
Angel Alvarez and 
Armando Diaz-Ortiz 
/ Veterans Memorial 
Middle / How is the 
Russian and Ukrainian 
War Affecting Econo-
mies/Industries?

• Sophia Mabie 
/ Newton Coun-
ty Theme / Who is 
Behind Some of the 
Unusual Social Norms 
in North Korea?

• Rhonda Grid-
er-Purchase / Newton 
County Theme / Does 
color affect drink 
choice?

• Bailey Stover / 
Newton High / The 
Culture Heard Around 
the World: The In-
fluence of African 
Americans on Western 
Music

• Allie Danilchuk 
/ Newton College & 

Career Academy / 
Are Voters Classified 
100% Republican or 
Democrat?

• Leah Joseph, Sarah 
Robinson and Isabella 
Webb / Newton Col-
lege & Career Acad-
emy / Does Daylight 
Savings Affect the 
Daily Lives of Hu-
mans?

• Robyn Asbell / 
Newton College & 
Career Academy / 
What are the Effects 
of Teaching Critical 
Race Theory Across 
a Broad Spectrum of 
Curricula in the U.S.?

Second Place
• Jacob Asbell 

/ Newton County 
Theme / The Vietnam 
War: U.S. Involve-
ment in the Conflict

• Karsyn Randle and 
Jayla Jernigan / Veter-
ans Memorial Middle 
/ The Black Panther 
Party

• Malakai Dotting 
and Sean-Christopher 
Blaise / Veterans Me-
morial Middle / How 
is the United States 
better prepared for fu-

ture terrorists attacks 
since 911?

• Brandon Sim-
mons / Newton High 
/ Racial Inequality in 
America: The Obsta-
cles African Ameri-
cans Face Today.

Shundreia Neely, 
director of NCSS 
Secondary Education, 
said, “Events, such 
as the Social Studies 
Fair, provide students 
an opportunity to 
enhance their research 
process skills, experi-
ence healthy compe-
tition and build new 
knowledge. 

“With this expo-
sure, students make 
informed decisions 
about history relevant 
to our community 
today. 

“I am extremely 
proud of our District 
Social Studies Fair 
winners, the teachers 
who guided them and 
the administrators who 
supported them. Their 
projects exemplify 
their dedication and 
work.” 

Newton County School System
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“The reason we recommend Wheeler PETuary to our clients 
is because of the compassion they express to the families 
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                          Dr. Krueger, Covington Veterinary Clinic
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Special | Newton County School System 
Liberty Middle School students Azaya Foster, Brianna Maffett and Lauren Parsons 
were among the first-place winners at the recent NCSS District Social Studies Fair. The 
trio won a first-place award with their project, ‘The Autism Spectrum: Living with the 
Autistic Child in America.’ All first place award winners will represent Newton County 
Schools in the NE Regional Social Studies Fair.

Peachtree Academy



By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

CALHOUN, Ga. 
— The Eastside boys 
basketball squad isn’t 
going anywhere after 
the Eagles defeated the 
Calhoun Yellow Jack-
ets 60-54 in round one 
of the Class AAAAA 
playoffs.  

Beating the Yellow 
Jackets made the over 
200-mile trip well worth 
it, according to head 
coach Dorrian Ran-
dolph. 

“It was very gratify-
ing,” Randolph said. “A 
lot of people counted 
us out and that was 
motivation. I told the 
kids, ‘Hey, they’re just 
automatically giving the 
game to Calhoun. The 
problem is, they don’t 

know who we are.’” 
One player that Ran-

dolph and the Eagles 
concentrated their 
gameplan around was 
6-foot-10, Division I 
sophomore recruit Dylan 
Faulkner. 

The Eagles seeming-
ly threw everyone at 
Faulkner to defend him 
all night long. 

Saabir Berrian, Trebor 
Edwards, LJ Rivers and 
Jake Alexander each got 
a crack at guarding him. 

Faulkner ended the 
game with 19 points, 
12 of which came from 
the free throw line. And, 
though the sophomore 
forward still led his team 
in scoring, Randolph 
recognized how his team 
walked away with the 
win. 

“We just sent multiple 
guys at him with differ-
ent defensive styles,” 
Randolph said. “That 
was basically our game 
plan and we did it very 
well. We knew if we 
could minimize him, 
everyone else was our 
height. He was the only 
outlier.” 

But defense was only 
one factor in Eastside’s 
win. Multiple players 
made shots consistently 
to help the Eagles.

Kassen Saunders had 
a team-high 23 points, 
which featured four 
three-pointers. Jayvon 
Johnson was right 
behind Saunders with 17 
along with Edwards’ five 
and Derrick Tuggle’s 
four points. 

With Wednesday’s 
win, the Eagles (23-
6, 9-3 in region) will 
advance to the second 
round of the state play-
offs for the first time in 
program history. Next, 
they will face No. 1 
seed Kell (24-2, 12-0 in 
Region 6-AAAAA) in 
Marietta Feb. 24 at 7:30 
p.m. 

Randolph believes 
coming away with a 
victory on Friday will 
do more than just add 
a number to the win 
column. 

“If we can come out 
with a win [on Friday], 
we definitely will send 
a message,” Randolph 
said. “I think [Wednes-
day’s win] opened some 
people’s eyes and I think 
this is putting us up on 
the map. Of course, sus-
tained success and con-
sistency will help open 
more people’s eyes. The 
more you win, the more 
people follow you.” 

Eagles soar past Calhoun

SPORTS
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Anthony Banks| The News
Saabir Berrian (13) fights for a rebound against Jeffer-
son in a regular season home game. 

MOVING ON TO SWEET 16
Playoff Basketball

Playoff Basketball

 See UPSET, B6

Redskins can’t escape King’s Ridge’s upset bid

Cassie Jones| The News
AJ Vinson (33) was a workhorse for the Redskins Wednesday night recording a 
19-point, 11-rebound double-double. 

Anthony Banks| The News
Marcus Whitlock (22) goes up for a dunk against Harri-
son Tuesday night. 

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

SOCIAL CIRCLE, 
Ga. — The Social Circle 
Redskins nearly climbed 
out of a 22-point hole 
against King’s Ridge, 
but ultimately they came 
up short. Therefore, No. 
1 seed Social Circle was 
upset by the No. 4 seed 
Tigers 69-60 at home in 
the Class A-Division I 
state playoffs Wednes-
day night. 

Head coach Taylor 
Jackson fought back 
emotions when relaying 
what this season meant 
to him. 

“It’s been an up and 
down journey,” Jackson 
said. “It’s really been 
my first reset whereas 
the past two seasons it’s 
been, ‘You don’t have 
to reset because they’ll 
be back.’ There were a 
lot of question marks 
through the roster, but 
for the players to just en-
dure has been amazing.” 

At the halftime break, 
Social Circle trailed 
42-25 and, not long into 

the third quarter, King’s 
Ridge’s lead grew to 22 
points. 

Nevertheless, the 
Redskins slowly and 

surely clawed back into 
contention. 

First, they transitioned 
to a full-court press 
defense that seemed to 

rattle the Tigers’ offen-
sive approach. Applying 
stifling pressure caused 
King’s Ridge to commit 
a five-second inbound 

violation, a backcourt 
violation and numerous 
other turnovers. 

Then, when King’s 
Ridge did penetrate the 
Redskins’ press, Social 
Circle would alter its 
shot attempt and collect 
the rebound. 

On offense, Social 
Circle connected on a 
few three-pointers that 
ate into the deficit. The 
Redskins would capital-
ize on fast break oppor-
tunities as well. 

At the 2:31 mark of 
the final quarter, the 
Redskins had trimmed 
King’s Ridge’s lead to 
just seven points, trailing 
65-58. But that’s as close 
as they got to coming 
back to avoid the upset. 

Afterward, Jackson 
commended his play-
ers for the heart they 
showed in Wednesday’s 
contest. 

“It’s just a picture of 
[the players],” Jackson 
said. “It’s a group that’s 
always had to fight for 
respect, value and a 
seat at the table. That’s 

just who they are. They 
always fight and they 
never think it’s over. 
That’s Social Circle 
basketball.” 

The way King’s Ridge 
built its lead was primar-
ily through the Tigers’ 
effective three-point 
shooting.

In total, the Tigers 
connected on 12 
three-pointers, seven of 
which came in the first 
half. 

To get the open shots, 
the Tigers had a steady 
ball movement through 
Social Circle’s 2-3 and 
3-2 defensive scheme. 

Sometimes, though — 
even when the Redskins 
would contest the 
Tigers’ shot — King’s 
Ridge still connected. 

Jackson highlighted 
how that’s just the result 
of facing a quality team. 

“Hats off to [King’s 
Ridge],” Jackson said. 
“When they’re hitting 
on all cylinders, they’re 
very difficult to guard. 

By GARRETT PITTS
Correspondent

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— The Newton Rams 
took down the Harri-
son Hoyas 68-57 in 
round one of the Class 
AAAAAAA playoffs 
Wednesday night at 
home. 

Newton came into 
the playoffs as the No. 
2 seed from Region 
4-AAAAAAA after 
losing to Grayson in the 
region championship 
game.

The Rams were 
without senior guard 
Jakai Newton for their 
first round matchup, but 
that didn’t stop Stephon 
Castle from stealing the 
show when the ball was 
in his hands. 

Castle got the Rams 
going early as the Mc-
Donald’s All-American 
used his size advantage 
to get to the rim with 
ease.

Even with Castle 
playing his best, the 
Hoyas kept it alive with 
their passing and mid-
range shooting.

Head coach Charle-
magne Gibbons felt the 
team did not play its 
best, particularly when 
it came to shooting and 
letting the Hoyas get 
close.

One key player for the 
Rams that made an im-
pact off the bench was 
sophomore Tim Prather 
who was able to use 
his speed to get into the 
paint while also leaning 
on his three-point shot 
when the Rams needed 
it the most.

Despite Castle and 
others keeping the 
offensive pace, Harrison 
stayed within 10 points 
for the majority of the 
game, as it approached 

the final two quarters.
After the game, coach 

Gibbons did not shy 
away when it came to 
his thoughts about the 
Rams’ performance on 
Wednesday night.

“We won, I think that 
is what we did well,” 
Gibbons said. “We just 
got too emotional, and 
we let three to five pos-
sessions get away, and 
we let the other team get 
back into the game.”

The Rams pulled 
away in the final min-
utes of the fourth quarter  
to avoid a first round 
scare.

Castle led the Rams in 
scoring with 31 points, 
while Jabez Jenkins 
finished with nine and 
Prather finished with 
eight.

As the Rams look 

ahead to round two over 
the weekend, coach 
Gibbons is looking for 
the right guys to step 
up when the Rams will 
need it the most.

“We just need five to 
six guys that can play, 
that is it,” Gibbons said. 
“As the rounds go on, 
the bench gets shorter 
and shorter.”

Newton will be on 
a quick turnaround. It 
will stay at home for 
the Sweet Sixteen when 
they take on the Pebble-
brook Falcons Saturday, 
Feb. 25 at 1 p.m. 

Pebblebrook (18-10 
overall, 6-2 in region) 
is the No. 4 seed from 
Region 2-AAAAAAA.

Check out covnews.
com/sports for complete 
coverage of Newton 
and Eastside’s games. 

Rams advance against Hoyas



CLASSIFIEDS & LEGALS

We don’t knowingly accept adver-
tisements that discriminate, or 
intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national origin, handicap or 
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 2/26/23

CELLULAR

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data. 
No contract and no hidden fees. 
Unlimited talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. Limited time offer 
– get $50 off on any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. For more infor-
mation, call 1-833-446-1847

HEALTHCARE

Caring for an aging loved one? 
Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-
home care? Caring.com’s Family 
Advisors are here to help take the 
guesswork out of senior care for 
you and your family. Call for your 
FREE, no-obligation consultation: 
1-844-651-1231

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-670-0481

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on 
SALE!  Be one of the first 50 
callers and save $1,500!  CALL 
833-928-4865 for a free in-home 
consultation.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. PLUS 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-735-0477.

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENERAC home standby 
generator
$0 Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options
Request a FREE Quote * Call now 
before the next power outage: 
1-877-318-8496

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
1-877-420-5722.

PROFESSIONAL LAWN 
SERVICE: Fertilization, weed con-
trol, seeding, aeration and mos-
quito control. Call now for a free 
quote. Ask about our first applica-
tion special! 855-962-5189.

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 

value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 866-994-1146.

PROBLEM CREDIT REPORT? 
Lexington Law helps work to chal-
lenge inaccurate negative items 
including: identity theft, collections, 
late payments, liens, and more 
from your credit report. Call for a 
free consultation 877-324-2388. 
John C. Heath, Attorney at Law, 
PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125 K+
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness
Call 1-877-702-7854
Monday through Friday 7AM-5PM 
PST

Moving Out of State? Licensed 
and insured, full-service nation-
wide movers. Call now to get a 
free, instant price quote on your 
next move. 1-866-590-6443

PETS

Are you a pet owner? Do you want 
to get up to 100% back on Vet 
Bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company has pet coverage that 
can help! Call 1-877-361-1181 to 
get a free quote or visit 
insurebarkmeow.com/gsc.

TV/INTERNET 

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: 

Android tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-833-342-4633

DISH Network. $64.99 For 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-866-
369-1468

Get DIRECTV for $84.99/mo 
for 24 months with CHOICE 
Package. NEW 2 YEAR PRICE 
GUARANTEE. First 3 months of 
HBO Max, Cinemax, Showtime, 
Starz and Epix included! Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-888-505-3785

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet 
for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card 
when you make the switch. Call 
1-833-917-3436

WANTED

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbaker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg and 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. Call 
866-398-1867.

PAYING TOP CA$H for MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. Call 866-398-
1867.

LegaLs

CLassifieds
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Yard Sales

Yard & Estate Sales
HUGE ESTATE Sale
TWO FAMILIES
MARCH 3RD 4th & 5th
FRI & Sat 9-5
SUNDAY 11-4

65 SALEM Circle
COVINGTON GA 30016

A N T I Q U E S
THOMASVILLE FURNISHINGS
PROM & Formal dresses
WHOLE HOUSE full,  
come with time to browse.

Items for Sale

Cemetery Lots
FOR SALE

COLUMBARIUM CREMATION Site
LOCATED AT Lawnwood Memorial 

Park $1500.00
770-786-7998

Services

Business Services

AFFORDABLE ELECTRICIAN 
With 8+ Years Experience, 
Guaranteed Up To Code 
& Done Right The First 
Time. 719.217.1151

O F F E R I N G 
HANDYMAN Services

FIRST RESPONDER 
and Veteran Discounts.

Public Notices

Abandoned Vehicles
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 

ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE 

YOU ARE hereby notified, in 
accordance with OCGA 40-11-19 (a) 
(2), that each of the below-referenced 
vehicles are subject to a lien and 
a petition may be filed in court to 
foreclose a lien for all amounts owed. 
If the lien is foreclosed, a court shall 
order the sale of the vehicle to satisfy 
the debt. 
THE VEHICLES are currently located 
at 4199 Old Atlanta Hwy Covington, 
Ga 30014
THE VEHICLES subject to liens as 
stated above are identified as: 
VEHICLE MAKE: FORD Year: 2015 
Model: TRANSIT PASSENGER VAN
VEHICLE ID #: 
1FBAX2CM8FKB16901 Vehicle 
License #: CQV9242 GA Picked up 
from: 81 SW & COWAN RD
VEHICLE MAKE: CHEVROLET 
Year: 2013 Model: MALIBU
 VEHICLE ID #: 
1G11C5SA7DF159396 Vehicle 
License #: CVB5105 GA Picked up 
from: HWY 142 & WHEAT ST
VEHICLE MAKE: KIA Year: 2013 
Model: OPTIMA
 VEHICLE ID #: 
5XXGN4A7XDG188131 Vehicle 
License #: CNC3731 GA Picked up 
from: FAIRVIEW RD & GROSS LAKE
VEHICLE MAKE: GMC Year: 2006 
Model: SIERRA
 VEHICLE ID #: 
1GTEK19B16Z220598 Vehicle 
License #: NO TAG Picked up from: 
ROCKY PLAINS RD & LUMMUS RD
VEHICLE MAKE: CHEVROLET 
Year: 2008 Model: 1500
 VEHICLE ID #: 2GCEC13J581115068 
Vehicle License #: PMI1422 GA 
Picked up from: HWY 278 & SHIRE 
PKWY
VEHICLE MAKE: JEEP Year: 2006 
Model: GRAND JEEP CHEROKEE
 VEHICLE ID #: 1J4GS48K86C348636 
Vehicle License #: PJT0634 GA 
Picked up from: 305 LYNN DR
VEHICLE MAKE: BMW Year: 2009 
Model: 128I
 VEHICLE ID #: 
WBAUL73509VJ74995 Vehicle 
License #: TGN6786 GA Picked 
up from: BROWN BRIDGE & 
TROTTERS WALK
VEHICLE MAKE: FORD Year: 2017 
Model: F150
 VEHICLE ID #: 
1FTEW1EGXHFB51971 Vehicle 
License #: CQD8318 GA Picked up 
from: 100 SHEPPARD DR
VEHICLE MAKE: FORD Year: 2019 
Model: FIESTA
 VEHICLE ID #: 
3FADP4BJ5KM133787 Vehicle 
License #: CUR8300 GA Picked up 
from: I20 EC @ EXIT 88
VEHICLE MAKE: FALCON Year: 
2022 Model: ADVENTURE 200
 VEHICLE ID #: 
H0DTAFFS3PX018976 Vehicle 
License #: NO TAG Picked up from: 
13183 HARLAND DRIVE NE
ANYONE WITH an ownership 
interest in any of these vehicles 
should contact the following business 
immediately:
BUSINESS NAME: Chanceys 
Wrecker Service
ADDRESS: 4199 OLD ATLANTA 
HWY
COVINGTON, GA 30014
TELEPHONE #: (770) 483-0698

PUBLIC NOTICE #500282
2/19,26

ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 
PETITION ADVERTISEMENT

YOU ARE hereby notified, in 
accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 
40-11-19.1, that petitions were filed 
in the Magistrate Court of Newton 
County to foreclose liens against the 
vehicle (s) listed below for all amounts 
owed. If a lien is foreclosed, the Court 
shall order the sale of the vehicle to 
satisfy the debt. The present location 
of the vehicle (s) is : 9179 Aaron Dr. 
Covington, GA 30014.
 ANYONE WITH an ownership 
interest in a vehicle listed herein may 
file an answer to the petition on or 
before:3/6/2023
ANSWER FORMS may be found in 

the Magistrate Court Clerks office located at: Newton County Court House
FORMS MAY also be obtained online at www.georgiamagistratecouncil.com
-1999 FORD Expedition
1FMRU17L6XLC22743
23-875AV
-2009 VOLKSWAGEN Jetta
3VWRM71K89M133326
23-876AV
-2019 CHEVROLET Sonic
1G1JF5SB7K4123927
23-877AV
-2004 TOYOTA Corolla
1NXBR32E84Z233255
23-878AV
-2008 SCION xb
JTLKE50E681019424
23-879AV
-2003 FORD Expedition
1FMRU17W33LA89833
23-880AV
-2010 HONDA Civic
2HGFG1B89AH521943
23-881AV
-1994 TOYOTA Corolla
JT2AE04B8R0075617
23-882AV

PUBLIC NOTICE #500293
2/26-3/5

ABANDONED VEHICLE

KING’S 24 Hour Towing and Repair LLC.
3195 HWY 81 South

COVINGTON, GA. 30016
770-787-6243

YAMAHA DIRTBIKE (Blue)
VIN - 9C6CE2230M0004971

PUBLIC NOTICE #500298
2/26-3/5

LOCATION: MIKE’S Kustom colors
               9231 C HWY 278 NE
               COVINGTON, GA 30016

MAKE: KIA Model: Soul 
COLOR: GREEN
VIN NUMBER: KNDJN2A22G7829266

PUBLIC NOTICE #500264
2/19,26

Alcoholic Beverage
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR RETAIL LICENSE TO SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES:

AN APPLICATION has been submitted to the City of Covington, GA City Council for a retail package malt beverage 
and wine license to sell alcoholic beverages at the following location: Covington Town Center at 12651 Town Center 
Dr. Covington, GA 30014 suite 109. The business name is Regal Beer and Wine Package Store. Tammy G Mcleroy has 
requested to be the License Representative Only. Owner is Regina A. Gray

PUBLIC NOTICE #500311
2/26-3/5,12

Bids
INVITATION TO BID

PART 1. GENERAL

1.1 COMPETITIVE COST SEALED BIDS
SEALED BIDS for construction of the FY 2019 CDBG  will be received until March 28, 2023 at 3:00 pm local time. Bids 
must be submitted electronically through QuestCDN.com. No paper submissions will be accepted. Any bid received 
after said time and date will not be considered by the Owner.  No bid may be withdrawn after the closing time for the 
receipt of bids for a period of sixty (60) days except as specifically may be provided in the Instructions to Bidders and/
or by State law.
1.2 SCOPE OF WORK
BIDDER AGREES to furnish all materials and equipment and to perform all labor necessary to install approximately 
5,400 LF of 8” DIP water main and approximately 2,900 LF of 6” DIP & PVC water main, including but not limited 
to mobilization/demobilization, bonds, insurance, clearing and grubbing, piping, fire hydrants, valves, service lines, 
driveway replacement, earthwork, grassing, soil erosion and sedimentation control measures, and all other work and 
appurtenances necessary to to provide a complete installation.  
TIME ALLOTTED for completion of work is 180 consecutive calendar days.  An administrative Notice to Proceed will be 
issued for 240 consecutive calendar days before construction contract times commence to allow for project submittals 
review and approval and equipment and materials ordering. All Work shall be completed in accordance with the plans 
and specifications.  The Work will be awarded in one (1) Contract.
1.3 SECTION 3 COVERED CONTRACT
THIS PROJECT is covered under the requirements of Section 3 of the HUD Act of 1968. This contract opportunity is a 
Section 3 Covered Contract. Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.  Section 3 documents are required 
prior to Notice of Award. The work to be performed under this contract is subject to the requirements of Section 3 of the 
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, as amended, 12 U.S.C. 1701 u (Section 3). The purpose of Section 3 is 
to ensure that employment and other economic opportunities generated by HUD assistance or HUD-assisted projects 
covered by Section 3, shall to greatest extent feasible, be directed to Section 3 residents and businesses in the area 
especially low- and very-low income persons, particularly persons who are recipients of HUD assistance for housing. 
Neither the United States nor any of the departments, agencies, or employees is or will be a party of any contract 
awarded pursuant to this invitation to bid.
1.4 PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND CONTRACT DOCUMENTS
COMPLETE DIGITAL specifications and contract documents are available at www.QuestCDN.com. Bidders may view 
the digital plan documents for free by entering the Quest project number 8330047 on the website’s project search page. 
Bidders can download the digital documents for a fee of $50 for PDF file payable through the website at
HTTPS://QCPI.QUESTCDN.COM/CDN/

POSTING/?PROJTYPE=ALL&PROVIDER=7206216&GROUP=7206216.
 BIDS MUST be submitted electronically at QuestCDN.com. There will be an additional $30.00 submittal fee. Please 
contact QuestCDN customer support at 952-233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in membership registration, 
downloading and working with digital project information. All other questions may be directed to the issuing office, Carter 
& Sloope, Inc., Watkinsville, GA, 706-769-4119.
1.5 CONTRACTOR QUALIFICATIONS
BIDDERS MUST complete the Qualifications of Bidder (Section 00470) in order to be evaluated for award of the 
Contract.  Refer to the specific requirements outlined in the referenced Section. 
1.6 CONTRACTOR LICENSE
THE SCOPE of Work as described herein is defined as “utility contracting” in accordance with O.C.G.A 43-14-2(17) so 
the Contractor performing the work must provide proof of a valid license by the State of Georgia as a “Utility Contractor” 
and must also employ a “Utility Manager” certification holder who will have oversight of all the utility work. See Instruction 
to Bidders for additional bidding requirements.
1.7 BONDS
BIDS SHALL be accompanied by a bid bond or certified cashier’s check in an amount not less than 10% of the base 
bid.  All bonds shall be by a surety company licensed in Georgia with an “A” minimum rating of performance and a 
financial strength of at least five (5) times the contract price as listed in the most current publication of “Best’s Key 

Rating Guide Property Liability”.  Performance and Payment Bonds, each in an 
amount equal to 100% of the contract price shall be required of the successful 
bidder if contract is awarded.  Each Bond shall be accompanied by a “Power 
of Attorney” authorizing the attorney-in-fact to bind the surety and certified to 
include the date of the bond.
1.8 PERMITS
THE STATUS of Federal, State, and /or Local permits for this project are as 
follows:
PERMITS/AGENCIES STATUS
A.  LAND Disturbance Permit Submitted
B.  NPDES GAR 100002 (Stormwater) To be 
submitted by Contractor
C.  GA Environmental  Protect ion Divis ion 
Approved
D.  NEWTON County Transpor tat ion Depar tment 
Approved
E.  BUILDING Permit N/A
1.9 EASEMENTS & RIGHTS-OF-WAY
ALL EASEMENTS and rights-of-way for permanent installations have been 
obtained or will be obtained by the Owner prior to issuing the Notice to Proceed.
1.10 GEORGIA SECURITY AND IMMIGRATION COMPLIANCE ACT 
AFFIDAVIT
ALL QUALIFYING Contractors and Subcontractors performing work with the 
City of Oxford must register and participate in the federal work authorization 
program commonly known as E-Verify, or any subsequent replacement 
program, to verify the work eligibility information of new employees.  In order for 
a Bid to be considered, it is mandatory that the Bidder’s Affidavit of Compliance 
with O.C.G.A. §13-10-91 be completed and submitted with the Bid.
1.11 FUNDING SOURCES
FUNDING IS to be provided by the Community Development Block Grant 
Program which is administered by the Georgia Department of Community 
Affairs and by the City of Oxford.
1.12 RESERVATION OF RIGHTS
OWNER RESERVES the right to reject any or all Bids, including without 
limitation, the rights to reject any or all nonconforming, nonresponsive, 
unbalanced or conditional Bids and to reject the Bid of any Bidder if Owner 
believes that it would not be in the best interest of the Project to make an 
award to that Bidder, whether because the Bid is not responsive or the Bidder 
is unqualified or of doubtful financial ability or fails to meet any other pertinent 
standard or criteria established by the Owner.
CITY OF OXFORD
OWNER

PUBLIC NOTICE #500305
2/26-3/12

THE CITY of Covington is seeking bids for construction of the Roseberry 
Court Water Main specified in the bid packet. The work to be completed shall 
consist of furnishing all labor and equipment to install approximately 250 
LF of 6” DIP water main including, but not limited to fire hydrants, valves, 
driveway replacement, earthwork, grassing, soil erosion and sedimentation 
control measures, and appurtenances necessary to provide a complete 
installation. Time allotted for completion of work is 30 consecutive calendar 
days. All Work shall be completed in accordance with the plans and 
specifications. The Work will be awarded in one (1) Contract.
SEALED BIDS must be delivered to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street NW, 
Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott Cromer no later than 10:00am on Monday, 
March 27th, 2023.
BIDS AND additional information may be obtained by accessing the 
invitation to bid on the City’s website at https://www.cityofcovington.org/index.
php?section=business-opportunities
THE CITY of Covington reserves the right to reject any and all bids

PUBLIC NOTICE #500310
2/26-3/12

THE CITY of Covington is seeking proposals for a qualified sound and lighting 
production company (production provider) specified in the RFP packet. 
SEALED PROPOSALS must be delivered to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street 
NW, Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Thursday, March 2nd, 2023. 
REQUEST FOR Proposals and additional information may be obtained by 
accessing the request for proposals on the City’s website at https://www.
cityofcovington.org/index.php?section=business-opportunities
THE CITY of Covington reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #500276
2/19,26

THE CITY of Covington is seeking proposals for an On-Call Annual 
Contractor (Project) specified in the RFP packet. 
SEALED PROPOSALS must be delivered to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street 
NW, Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Thursday, March 23, 2023. Proposals will be opened at 10:30am.
REQUEST FOR Proposals and additional information may be obtained by 
accessing the request for proposals on the City’s website at https://www.
cityofcovington.org/index.php?section=business-opportunities
THE CITY of Covington reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #500277
2/19,27

THE CITY of Covington is seeking proposals for an On-Call Annual 
Contractor (Project) specified in the RFP packet. 
SEALED PROPOSALS must be delivered to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street 
NW, Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Thursday, March 23, 2023.
REQUEST FOR Proposals and additional information may be obtained by 
accessing the request for proposals on the City’s website at https://www.
cityofcovington.org/index.php?section=business-opportunities
THE CITY of Covington reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #500273
2/19,26

THE CITY of Covington is seeking proposals for the execution of fireworks 
display on July 4th, 2023 and November 16th, 2023. As well as fireworks 
display for July 4th, 2024 and November 21st, 2024 as specified in the RFP 
packet. 
SEALED PROPOSALS must be delivered to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street 
NW, Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Monday, March 6th, 2023. 
REQUEST FOR Proposals and additional information may be obtained by 
accessing the request for proposals on the City’s website at https://www.
cityofcovington.org/index.php?section=business-opportunities
THE CITY of Covington reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #500274
2/19,26

THE CITY of Covington is seeking proposals from non-profit organizations 
interested in partnering with the City for the planning and facilitation of events 
and projects dedicated to African American Heritage and History specified in 
the RFP packet. 
SEALED PROPOSALS must be delivered to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street 
NW, Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Friday, March 3rd, 2023. 
REQUEST FOR Proposals and additional information may be obtained by 
accessing the request for proposals on the City’s website at https://www.
cityofcovington.org/index.php?section=business-opportunities
THE CITY of Covington reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #500275
2/19,26

Citations
CITATION

CRISTAL DENISE FAVORS has petitioned to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of FERNANZA LORENXO FAVORS deceased. (The applicant has 
also applied for waiver of bond and/or grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested parties are hereby notified to show cause 
why said application should not be granted. All objection must be in writing, 
and filed with this Court on or before MARCH 6 2023, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE COURT NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500198
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

DOUGLAS E. ANDERSON has petitioned to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of ELAINE A. ANDERSON deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or grant of certain powers contained in O.C.G.A 
53-12-232). All interested parties are hereby notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All objection must be in writing, and filed with 
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LEGALS:
Continued from B2

CLUES ACROSS
1. Sea grape
5. European public health group 
(abbr.)
9. A way to delight
11. Appetizers
13. Ancient heralds’ wands
15. Make a booking
16. ‘__ death do us part
17. Pearl Jam frontman
19. Spider genus
21. Fill with high spirits
22. A major division of geological 
time
23. Catch
25. An independent ruler or chieftain
26. Electronic music style (abbr.)
27. Influential Spanish cubist painter
29. Illegally persuades
31. A way to derive
33. British School
34. Appear alongside
36. Surely (archaic)
38. Harsh cry of a crow
39. A day in the middle
41. Kansas hoops coach Bill
43. The longest division of geologi-
cal time
44. The first sign of the zodiac
46. Appetizer
48. Link together in a chain
52. A bacterium
53. In a way, forces apart
54. Cheese dish
56. Combines
57. In an inferior way
58. Colors clothes
59. Dried-up

CLUES DOWN
1. Gastropods
2. Confusing
3. Romanian monetary unit
4. The rate at which something 
proceeds
5. A prosperous state of well-being

6. Asked for forgiveness
7. Makes less soft
8. Part of speech
9. Outside
10. Advice or counsel
11. Badness
12. Protein-rich liquids
14. Not moving
15. Call it a career
18. Poetry term
20. Not wide
24. Pastries
26. Turns away
28. Satisfies
30. Gift adornments
32. San Diego ballplayers
34. Manufacturing plant
35. Check or guide
37. Dogs do it
38. Chilled
40. Scorch

42. Unproductive of success
43. Electronic counter-countermea-
sures
45. Attack with a knife
47. Feel bad for
49. Enclosure
50. Assert
51. Geological times
55. Midway between east and south-
east

Last week’s soLution:
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WITH THIS Court on or before 
MARCH 6 2023, next, at ten o’clock 
a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500198
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

DOUGLAS E. ANDERSON 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
ELAINE A. ANDERSON deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before MARCH 
6 2023, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500202
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

JULIA S. PHILLIPS has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of JANE ELLEN FLEMING 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before MARCH 6 2023, next, at 
ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500226
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

LATRICIA JONES has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of RICHARD JONES 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before MARCH 6 2023, next, at 
ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500225
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

PEGGY ANN BURNS has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of KEASHAWN SHAWNAE 
WASHINGTON deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before MARCH 
6 2023, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500201
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

TE’CORA JOYCELYN GREEN 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of WAYNE 
DOUGLAS MIMS deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before MARCH 
6 2023, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500227
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

THE PETITION of CROSSLEY 
BROWN widow of GEMA YVONEE 
BROWN deceased, for Twelve 
Month’s Support for having been duly 
filed, all interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
petition should not be granted. All 
objections must be in writing and filed 
with this Court on or before MARCH 

6, 2023 at ten o’clock am

MELAINE M. BELL
BY: MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUTNY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET -RM 148
COVIINGTON GA 30014-2435

PUBLIC NOTICE #500204
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

THE PETITION of JOHN JULIUS 
GARST widow of PATRICIA GAIL 
GARST deceased, for Twelve 
Month’s Support for having been duly 
filed, all interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
petition should not be granted. All 
objections must be in writing and filed 
with this Court on or before MARCH 
6, 2023 at ten o’clock am

MELAINE M. BELL
BY: MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUTNY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET -RM 148
COVIINGTON GA 30014-2435

PUBLIC NOTICE #500196
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

THE PETITION of KANTEERA 
ATTHAKORN widow of ADISORN 
ATTHAKORN deceased, for Twelve 
Month’s Support for having been duly 
filed, all interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
petition should not be granted. All 
objections must be in writing and filed 
with this Court on or before MARCH 
6, 2023 at ten o’clock am

MELAINE M. BELL
BY: MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUTNY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET -RM 148
COVIINGTON GA 30014-2435

PUBLIC NOTICE #500197
2/5,12,19,26

CITATION

THE PETITION of MELINDA B. 
GRAGG widow of TOM T. GRAGG 
deceased, for Twelve Month’s 
Support for having been duly filed, all 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing and filed with this 
Court on or before MARCH 6, 2023 
at ten o’clock am

MELAINE M. BELL
BY: MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUTNY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET -RM 148
COVIINGTON GA 30014-2435

PUBLIC NOTICE #500205
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE
 
RE:       PETITION of     BENNING 
M. GRICE, JR for Letters of 
Administration, with will annexed 
(will previously probated) Estate of 
THELMA LANE LACKEY UPON 
WHICH AN ORDER FOR SERVICE 
WAS GRANTED BY COURT ON 
JANUARY 18 2023

TO DEBORAH LANE LUMPKIN
 
THIS IS to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the Petition of 
BENNING M. GRICE, JR for Letters 
of Administration with will annexed 
(will previously probated)  Estate of 
THELMA LANE LACKEY.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER:    All 
objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.   All pleadings/
objections must be signed before 
a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.   Contact 
probate court personnel at the 
following address/telephone number 
for the required amount of filing fees.  
All objections must be filed by
MARCH 6,2023 at 10:00 a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL PROBATE 
JUDGE
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK OF PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET COVINGTON, 
GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500200
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE
 
RE:       PETITION of     DEBORAH 
DENISE SIMMONS to Petition for 
Letters of Administration,  Estate 
of TAURUS J. ANDREWS UPON 
WHICH AN ORDER FOR SERVICE 
WAS GRANTED BY COURT ON 
JANUARY 27, 2023

TO UNKNOWN FATHER OF 
TAURUS J. ANDREWS
 
THIS IS to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the Petition of 
DEBORAH DENISE SIMMONS to 
Petition for Letters of Administration   
Estate of TAURUS J. ANDREWS

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER:    All 
objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.   All pleadings/
objections must be signed before 
a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.   Contact 
probate court personnel at the 
following address/telephone number 
for the required amount of filing fees.  
All objections must be filed by
MARCH 6,2023 at 10:00 a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL PROBATE 
JUDGE
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK OF PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET COVINGTON, 

GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500224
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE
 
RE:       PETITION of     MELVIN 
WOODS to Petition to Petition for 
Letters of Administration, Estate of 
CLAUDIA TURNER STRONG UPON 
WHICH AN ORDER FOR SERVICE 
WAS GRANTED BY COURT ON 
OCTOBER 10, 2022

TO KATHY FLETCHER
 
THIS IS to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the Petition of 
MELVIN WOODS to Petition to 
Letters of Administration  Estate of 
CLAUDIA TURNER STRONG

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER:    All 
objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.   All pleadings/
objections must be signed before 
a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.   Contact 
probate court personnel at the 
following address/telephone number 
for the required amount of filing fees. 
All objections must be filed by
MARCH 6,2023 at 10:00 a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL PROBATE 
JUDGE
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK OF PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET 
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500203
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE
 
RE:       PETITION of     OCIE 
FRANKLIN to Petition to Petition 
for Letters of Administration, Estate 
of HIBBLER GODFREY UPON 
WHICH AN ORDER FOR SERVICE 
WAS GRANTED BY COURT ON 
JANUARY 6, 2023

TO DEBORAH KAY
 
THIS IS to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the Petition of OCIE 
FRANKLIN to Petition to Letters of 
Administration  Estate of HIBBLER 
GODFREY, SR.

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER:    All 
objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.   All pleadings/
objections must be signed before 
a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.   Contact 
probate court personnel at the 
following address/telephone number 
for the required amount of filing fees.  
All objections must be filed by
MARCH 6,2023 at 10:00 a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL PROBATE 
JUDGE
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK OF PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET 
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500199
2/5,12,19,26

Corporations
NOTICE IS given that Articles 
of Incorporation which have 
incorporated LVT PROPERTIES, 
Inc. have been delivered to the 
Secretary of State for filing in 
accordance with the Georgia Profit 
Corporation Code.

THE INITIAL registered office will be 
located at 1198 Clark Street, N.W., 
Covington, Georgia 30014 and its 
registered agent at such address is 
“Mario S. Ninfo.”

PUBLIC NOTICE #500300
2/26-3/5

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION

NOTICE IS given that articles of 
incorporation that will incorporate 
PORTFOLIO PROPERTY 
SOLUTIONS INC. have been 
delivered to the Secretary of 
State for filing in accordance with 
Georgia Business Corporation 
Code.  The initial registered office 
of the corporation is located at 
9109 HAZELBRAND ROAD NE, 
COVINGTON GA 30014 and its 
initial registered agent at such 
address is JOHN BRUNO

PUBLIC NOTICE #500235
2/12,19

Debtors Creditors
ALL CREDITORS of the estate 
of MAE ALICE ROBINSON  late 
of Newton County, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned  
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to:
NAME OF Executor:                  
DELVER CHARLES ROBINSON
EXECUTOR  ADDRESS:  
 
DELVER CHARLES ROBINSON
720 COWAN ROAD
COVINGTON, GA 30016

THIS 6TH day of FEBRUARY, 2023

DELVER CHARLES ROBINSON
BY SHANNON D. SNEED
ATTORNEY AT LAW
WITH EXPRESS PERMISSION

PUBLIC NOTICE # 500239
2/12,19,26-3/5

DEBTORS-OCHILTREE
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS 

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of DAVID ANDREW OCHILTREE 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law. This 
the 14TH day of FEBRUARY 2023 

RHONDA ELAINE MARTINEZ 
100 RIVER MEADOWS DRIVE 
JEFFERSON, GA 30549 

PUBLIC NOTICE #500268 2/19,26-
3/5,12

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS 

IN RE ESTATE OF JUILIAN OTTO 
GREGORY, Jr. All creditors and 
debtors of the estate Julian Otto 
(“J.O.”) Gregory, Jr., late of Newton 
County, deceased, are hereby 
notified to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.  

THIS THE 23rd day of February, 
2024. 

TO: JOEL Gregory, 109 Fortson Cir, 
Athens, GA 30606.  

PUBLIC NOTICE #500310
2/26-3/5,12,19

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

IN RE ESTATE OF GREGORY R. 
KELLAR

ALL CREDITORS of the estate 
Gregory R. Kellar, late of Newton 
County, deceased, are hereby 
notified to render in their demands 
to undersigned according to law, 
and all persons indebted to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate 

payment.

THIS 10TH day of February, 2023

JESSICA ANDEREGG
5269 ADAMS St NE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500272
2/19,26-3/5,12

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

IN RE: ESTATE OF GREGORY R. 
KELLAR

ALL CREDITORS of the estate 
GREGORY R. KELLAR, late of 
Newton County, deceased, are 
hereby notified to render in their 
demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment. 

THIS 10TH day of February, 2023

JESSICA ANDEREGG
5269 ADAMS ST NE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500262
2/19,26-3/5,12

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
BARBARA JEAN REED deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.

THIS THE 21ST day of FEBRUARY 
2023

PATRICIA E. HOLMAN
105 RIVERBEND DR
COVINGTON GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500314
2/26-3/5,12,19

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of CHRISTINE BURNS MASSEY 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.

THIS THE 21ST day of FEBRUARY 
2023

PATRICIA SMITH JOHNSON
8160 ADAMS STREET
SNEADS, FL 32460

PUBLIC NOTICE #500316
2/26-5/3,12,19

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of CONNIE CHARLENE DENNEY 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.

THIS THE 20TH day of FEBRUARY 
2023

RONALD REECE
145 WILDWOOD TRAIL
HAMPTON, GA 30228

PUBLIC NOTICE #500318
2/26-3/5,12,19

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of DAISY TUGGLE  deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.

THIS THE 16TH day of FEBRUARY 

2023

VERONICA BACOTE
1809 YAUPON COURT
CONYERS GA 30094

PUBLIC NOTICE #500320
2/26-3/5,12,19

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of DAVID JOHNSON deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.

THIS THE 30TH day of JANUARY 
2023

DAVID FORDHAM
309 HORIZON COURT
CONCORD, NC 28027

PUBLIC NOTICE #500228
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
GREELEY H. ELLIS, JR deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.

THIS THE 14TH day of FEBRUARY 
2023

HILLARY EDGAR
PO BOX 566
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500279
2/19,26-3/5,12

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JULIAN OTTO GREGOR, JR 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.

THIS THE 21ST day of FEBRUARY 
2023

JOEL CALVIN GREGORY
109 FORTSON CIRCLE
ATHENS, GA 30606

PUBLIC NOTICE #500317
2/26-3/5,12,19

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
KATHY MCRAE DALLY deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.

THIS THE 21ST day of FEBRUARY 
2023

JACOB POPE
PO BOX 203
SAINT MARIE VALLEY, MT 59231

PUBLIC NOTICE #500319
2/26-3/5,12,19

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of KENNETH CLEVELAND 
ROYSTON deceased, late of Newton 
County, Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.

THIS THE 30TH day of JANUARY 
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DELLA TAYLOR ROYSTON
109 MEADOWGLEN CIR
DALLAS, TX 75019

PUBLIC NOTICE #500229
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of LARRY LEONARD THOMAS  
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.

THIS THE 15TH day of FEBRUARY 
2023

ERICA FRANKLIN
2502 RIVERTON DR
CONYERS, GA 30013

PUBLIC NOTICE #500290
2/26-3/5,12,19

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
LAURA LEE SANDERS deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.

THIS THE 6TH day of FEBRUARY 
2023

ERIC SANDERS
3611 ACORN CT. NE
CONYERS GA 30012

PUBLIC NOTICE #500250
2/12,19,26-3/5

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of MATTIE PEARL HENDERSON 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.

THIS THE 27TH day of JANUARY 
2023

CHARLIE JEFFERIES
245 WYNFIELD DR
COVINGTON GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #500230
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of REBA HALL deceased, late of 
Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.

THIS THE 14TH day of FEBRUARY 
2023

RANDY HALL
119 GARDNERS GROVE, DR
MCDONOUGH, GA 30252

PUBLIC NOTICE #500280
2/19,26-3/5

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of RONALD KEITH FULLER, SR 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.

THIS THE 2ND day of FEBRUARY 
2023

VIVAN C. FULLER
825 HIGHWAY 212 SOUTH
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500251
2/12,19,26-3/5

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
WEYMAN RAY OWENS deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.

THIS THE 21ST day of FEBRUARY 
2023

TONI OWENS DANIEL
23422 PINEY CREEK DR
ATHENS, AL 35613

PUBLIC NOTICE #500315
2/26-3/5,12,19

Divorces
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA

OCTAVIO PEREZ PONCIANO
PLAINTIFF,
V
SARAET TORRES-VALLES
DEFENDANT,

ACTION NO.
2023-CV-202-4

NOTICE OF SUMMONS- SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

TO SARAET TORRES-VALLES
846 WILLINGHAM DR
APT 7 HAPEVILLE GA 30354

BY NOTICE for Publication dated 
the 14TH day of FEBRUARY 2023 
you are hereby notified 
that on the 01/26/23 the Plaintiff, 
OCTAVIO PEREZ PONCIANO filed 
suit against you FOR DIVORCE  
You are required to file an Answer in 
writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the Notice for Publication with 
the clerk of Superior Court of the 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). Witness the Honorable 
CHEVEDA D. MCCAMY Judge of the 

Superior Court of Newton County. 
THIS, THE 14TH day of FEBRUARY 
2023

PUBLIC NOTICE #500298
2/26-3/5,12,19

DUI - Second
BUTTS COUNTY PROBATE 

COURT

CONVICTION NOTICE
SECOND OFFENSE DUI

NAME: ALLEN Freeman
ADDRESS: 4172 King Street
COVINGTON, GA 30016 
DATE OF arrest: April 16, 2022
TIME OF arrest: 11:20 PM
PLACE OF Arrest: Butts County
DISPOSITION: PLEAD Guilty in 
the Butts County Probate Court on 
February 15, 2023, sentenced to 12 
months jail.

PUBLIC NOTICE #500296
2/26

Foreclosures
      STATE OF GEORGIA 
     COUNTY OF NEWTON 
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

BECAUSE OF a default under the 
terms of the Security Deed executed 
by Gene R. Scott to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Vanderbilt Mortgage 
and Finance, Inc. dba Silverton 
Mortgage dated September 17, 
2018, and recorded in Deed Book 
3752, Page 338, Newton County 
Records, said Security Deed having 
been last sold, assigned, transferred 
and conveyed to Wells Fargo Bank, 
NA, securing a Note in the original 
principal amount of $92,250.00, 
the holder thereof pursuant to said 
Deed and Note thereby secured 
has declared the entire amount of 
said indebtedness due and payable 
and, pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said Deed, will on the 
first Tuesday, March 7, 2023, during 
the legal hours of sale, before the 
Courthouse door in said County, sell 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash, the property described in 
said Deed, to-wit:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 3 OF THE 10TH DISTRICT, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING LOT 162, MOUNTAINVIEW 
ESTATES SUBDIVISION, UNIT 
THREE, AS PER PLAT RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 32, PAGES 110-112, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA 
RECORDS, SAID PLAT BEING 
INCORPORATED HEREIN AND 
MADE A REFERENCE HERETO.
SAID PROPERTY is known as 645 
Mountainview Dr, Covington, GA 
30016, together with all fixtures and 
personal property attached to and 
constituting a part of said property, 
if any.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, whether or not now due 
and payable), the right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, any matters 
which might be disclosed by an 
accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
THE PROCEEDS of said sale will 
be applied to the payment of said 
indebtedness and all expenses of 
said sale as provided in said Deed, 
and the balance, if any, will be 
distributed as provided by law.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the secured creditor.
THE PROPERTY is or may be in the 
possession of Gene R. Scott, a/k/a 
Gene Scott, successor in interest or 
tenant(s).
WELLS FARGO Bank, N.A. as 
Attorney-in-Fact for Gene R. Scott
FILE NO. 22-079768
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
ATTORNEYS AND Counselors at 
Law
211 PERIMETER Center Parkway, 
N.E., Suite 300
ATLANTA, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535/GR
HTTPS://WWW.LOGS.COM/ 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING 
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

PUBLIC NOTICE #500074
1/8,15,22,29

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
SALE UNDER POWER

NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security 
Deed given by Jeffery Maben 
a/k/a Jeffrey Maben and Katrina 
A. Maben to Long Beach Mortgage 
Company, dated October 3, 2005, 
and recorded in Deed Book 2037, 
Page 178, Newton County, Georgia 
Records, as last transferred to U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee of the Bungalow Series 
IV Trust by assignment recorded 
in Deed Book 4166, Page 235 in 
the Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Newton County, Georgia 
Records, conveying the after-
described property to secure a Note 
in the original principal amount of 
one hundred fifty-two thousand one 
hundred fifty dollars and 00/100 
($152,150.00), with interest thereon 
as set forth therein, there will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse door 
of Newton County, Georgia, within 
the legal hours of sale on March 

7, 2023, the following described 
property: 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING 
IN LAND LOT 43 OF THE 10TH 
DISTRICT, NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, BEING LOT 60, UNIT 
FOUR, BERKSHIRE, AS PER PLAT 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 36, 
PAGE 278, NEWTON COUNTY 
RECORDS, SAID PLAT BEING 
INCORPORATED HEREIN BY 
REFERENCE THERETO.
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in Security 
Deed and by law, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).
YOUR MORTGAGE servicer can be 
contacted at 800-603-0836 - Loss 
Mitigation Dept., or by writing to SN 
Servicing Corporation (Servicer), 
323 Fifth Street, Eureka, CA 95501, 
to discuss possible alternatives to 
avoid foreclosure.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Jeffery 
Maben; Jeffrey Maben; Katrina 
A. Maben; or tenant(s); and said 
property is more commonly known 
as 435 Berkshire Drive, Covington, 
GA 30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
U.S. BANK Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of the 
Bungalow Series IV Trust as Attorney 
in Fact for Jeffery Maben a/k/a 
Jeffrey Maben and Katrina A. Maben.
QUINN LEGAL, P.A.
19321 US Hwy 19 N, Suite 512
CLEARWATER, FL 33764
PHONE: (727) 474-9603
ESERVICE@QUINNLEGAL.COM
BY:  /S/ Erin M. Rose 
Quinn 
ERIN M. Rose Quinn, Esq.
GEORGIA BAR Number 547833

PUBLIC NOTICE #500233
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
SALE UNDER POWER

NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Vincent Clemons and 
Carolyn Clemons to Decision One 
Mortgage Company, LLC, dated 
June 30, 2000, and recorded in Deed 
Book 942, Page 1, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, as last transferred 
to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of Cabana 
Series III Trust by assignment 
recorded in Deed Book 3805, Page 
40 in the Office of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a 
Note in the original principal amount 
of ninety-seven thousand, seven 
hundred fifty dollars and 00/100 
($97,750.00), with interest thereon as 
set forth therein, there will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash before the courthouse door of 
Newton County, Georgia, within the 
legal hours of sale on March 7, 2023, 
the following described property: 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 72 OF THE 10TH DISTRICT, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING LOT 6, UNIT ONE OF DOVE 
POINT SUBDIVISION, AS PER 
PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
26, PAGE 53, NEWTON COUNTY 
RECORDS, WHICH PLAT IS 
INCORPORATED HEREIN BY THIS 
REFERENCE AND MADE A PART 
OF THIS DESCRIPTION.
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in Security 
Deed and by law, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).
YOUR MORTGAGE servicer can be 
contacted at 800-603-0836 - Loss 
Mitigation Dept., or by writing to SN 
Servicing Corporation (Servicer), 
323 Fifth Street, Eureka, CA 95501, 
to discuss possible alternatives to 
avoid foreclosure.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Vincent 
Clemons; Carolyn Clemons; or 
tenant(s); and said property is more 
commonly known as 540 Oak Hill 
Road, Covington, GA 30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
U.S. BANK Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of Cabana 
Series III Trust as Attorney in Fact 
for Vincent Clemons and Carolyn 

Clemons.
QUINN LEGAL, P.A.
19321 US Hwy 19 N, Suite 512
CLEARWATER, FL 33764
PHONE: (727) 474-9603
ESERVICE@QUINNLEGAL.COM
BY:  /S/ Erin M. Rose 
Quinn 
ERIN M. Rose Quinn, Esq.
GEORGIA BAR Number 547833

PUBLIC NOTICE #500232
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
SALE UNDER POWER

NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by John H. Anderson, Jr.  to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as 
nominee for Real Estate Mortgage 
Network, Inc., dated November 5, 
2009, and recorded in Deed Book 
2771, Page 94, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, subsequently 
modified by a Loan Modification 
Agreement recorded January 
21, 2020 in Book 3951, Page 
355 in the amount of Sixty-Four 
Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Six 
and 46/100 ($64,346.46) Newton 
County, Georgia Records, as last 
transferred to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana 
Trust, not individually but as trustee 
for Pretium Mortgage Acquisition 
Trust by assignment recorded on 
January 25, 2019 in Book 3796 
Page 255 in the Office of the Clerk 
of Superior Court of Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a 
Note in the original principal amount 
of Fifty-Six Thousand and 0/100 
dollars ($56,000.00), with interest 
thereon as set forth therein, there 
will be sold at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the 
courthouse door of Newton County, 
Georgia, within the legal hours of 
sale on March 7, 2023, the following 
described property: 
ALL THAT tract or parcel of 
land, with house and all other 
improvements located thereon, 
lying and being in Land Lot 121 of 
the 10th District of Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lot 79 of Buck Creek 
Subdivision as shown on plat of 
Buck Creek Subdivision, as same is 
recorded in Plat Book 21, page 188, 
Newton County, Georgia Records. 
The description of said property 
as contained on said plat is hereby 
incorporated herein and made an 
essential part hereof by reference. 
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in Security 
Deed and by law, including attorney’s 
fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).
THE ENTITY having full authority to 
negotiate, amend or modify all terms 
of the loan (although not required 
by law to do so) is: Selene Finance 
they can be contacted at (877) 735-
3637 for Loss Mitigation Dept, or by 
writing to 3501 Olympus Boulevard, 
5 th  Floor, Suite 500, Coppell, 
Texas 75019, to discuss possible 
alternatives to avoid foreclosure.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Pamela 
Marie Anderson Mayo or tenant(s); 
and said property is more commonly 
known as 30 Buckeye Circle, 
Covington, GA 30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
to (1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code (2) final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the security deed and (3) 
any right of redemption or other lien 
not extinguished by foreclosure.
WILMINGTON SAVINGS Fund 
Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana 
Trust, not individually but as trustee 
for Pretium Mortgage Acquisition 
Trust as Attorney in Fact for John H. 
Anderson, Jr.
BROCK & Scott, PLLC
4360 CHAMBLEE Dunwoody Road
SUITE 310
ATLANTA, GA 30341
404-789-2661
B&S FILE no.: 19-01551

PUBLIC NOTICE #500218
2/5,12,19,26

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security 
Deed given by Nancy N Christian 
to Academy Mortgage Corporation, 
dated July 7, 2014, recorded in 
Deed Book 3246, Page 410, 
Newton County, Georgia Records, 
as last transferred to Georgia 
Housing and Finance Authority by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 
3246, Page 427, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a 
Note in the original principal amount 
of NINETY-EIGHT THOUSAND 
NINETY AND 0/100 DOLLARS 
($98,090.00), with interest thereon as 
set forth therein, there will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash before the courthouse door of 
Newton County, Georgia, or at such 
place as may be lawfully designated 
as an alternative, within the legal 
hours of sale on the first Tuesday in 
March, 2023, the following described 
property: 
SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 

this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. § 13-1-11 having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and payable), the 
right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and any matters of record 
including, but not limited to, those 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.  Said property will be 
sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse 
against the above-named or the 
undersigned.
GEORGIA HOUSING and Finance 
Authority is the holder of the Security 
Deed to the property in accordance 
with OCGA § 44-14-162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage with the 
debtor is: State Home Mortgage, 
60 Executive Park South, Atlanta, 
GA  30333, 404-679-4908/-3133.  
Note, however, that such entity is not 
required by law to negotiate, amend 
or modify the terms of the loan.
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Nancy 
N Christian or a tenant or tenants 
and said property is more commonly 
known as 40 Aiken Court, 
Covington, Georgia  30016.  Should 
a conflict arise between the property 
address and the legal description the 
legal description will control.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
GEORGIA HOUSING and Finance 
Authority
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
NANCY N Christian
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land, with 
house and all other improvements 
located thereon, lying and being 
in Land Lots 127 & 128 of the 9th 
Land District of Newton County, 
Georgia, being shown as Lot 15 of 
Cotton Field Subdivision as shown 
on Plat of Survey prepared by Mark 
D. Patrick, Georgia R.L.S. No. 2791, 
said plat being recorded in Plat Book 
36, pages 253-258, Newton County, 
Georgia Records. The description of 
said property as contained on said 
plat is hereby incorporated herein 
and made an essential part hereof 
by reference.
MR/MEH     3/7/23
OUR FILE no. 22-10257GA - FT17

PUBLIC NOTICE #500169
2/5,12,19,26

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF NEWTON

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER 
POWER IN

DEED TO SECURE DEBT

UNDER AND BY VIRTUE of that 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
Deed to Secure Debt from CRYSTAL 
LEEANN HARMON in favor of RAY 
W. HILL dated July 26, 2018 and 
recorded at Deed Book 3729, pages 
503-508, Public Records, Newton 
County, Georgia, the undersigned, 
RAY W. HILL, as Attorney in Fact 
for CRYSTAL LEEANN HARMON, 
will sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the 
Courthouse door in Newton County, 
Georgia, during the legal hours of 
sale, on the first (1st) Tuesday in 
March, 2023, namely March 7, 2023, 
the following described property to-
wit:
ALL THAT TRACT or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lot 135 of the 
9th Land District of Newton County, 
Georgia and being shown as 0.81 
acres off Georgia Highway 36 on that 
Plat of Survey prepared for Ray Hill 
by Patrick & Associates, Inc., and 
certified by Louie D. Patrick, Georgia 
Registered Land Surveyor No. 1757, 
said plat being dated September 3, 
1998 and recorded at Plat Book 32, 
page 90, Public Records of Newton 
County, Georgia and said plat by 
reference thereto being incorporated 
herein and made apart hereof for a 
more particular description of the 
captioned property.
SAID PROPERTY being known as 
14652 Highway 36, Covington, 
Georgia in accordance with the 
present system of numbering 
properties in Newton County, 
Georgia.
ALSO CONVEYED hereby is the 
right of ingress and egress across 
that 12-foot strip as shown on the 
plat of said property.
TAX MAP and Parcel No.: 
0090000000009000
THE DEED to Secure Debt herein 
foreclosed securing a Purchase 
Money Promissory Note dated July 
26, 2018, in the original, principal 
amount of $75,000.00.  The debt 
secured by said Deed to Secure 
Debt being in default by, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay said indebtedness 
as the same fell due, and the debt 
secured by said Deed to Secure 
Debt and evidenced by said Note 
has been and is hereby declared 
due and payable in full because 
of said default.  This sale will be 
made for the purpose of paying the 
remaining principal indebtedness 
and accrued interest as accelerated.  
The proceeds thereof will be applied 
to the payment of said indebtedness 
and all charges and expenses in 
connection with said foreclosure 
in accordance with the terms of 
said Deed to Secure Debt and the 
balance, if any, will be applied as 
provided by law.
 SAID PROPERTY will 
be sold as the property of CRYSTAL 
LEEANN HARMON, subject to 
any outstanding and unpaid real 
estate taxes (ad valorem taxes) or 
assessments, street improvements, 
easements, restrictive covenants, 
and any and all other assessments 
appearing of record, if any.
NOTICE HAS been given in 
accordance with O.C.G.A Section 

44-14-162.2. 
NOTICE WAS also given in 
accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 
13-1-11 of intention to collect 
attorney’s fees.
THE UNDERSIGNED will execute 
a Deed Under Power of Sale to the 
Purchaser at sale as attorney-in-fact 
for CRYSTAL LEEANN HARMON, 
as provided in the Deed to Secure 
Debt herein foreclosed, and Georgia 
Law. 
THE PROPERTY is or may be in the 
possession of CRYSTAL LEEANN 
HARMON, successors or tenants.
THE DEED to Secure Debt herein 
foreclosed is a purchase money 
deed to secure debt securing a 
purchase money promissory note.  
RAY W. HILL is the person who has 
full authority to negotiate, amend, 
and modify all terms of the mortgage 
with the debtor.  His address is 1201 
Newton Road, Madison, Georgia 
30650 and his telephone number is 
404-520-7048.  In addition, he can 
provide a current payoff amount for 
a day certain at any time.
RAY W. HILL as Attorney-in-Fact for 
CRYSTAL LEEANN HARMON
 BY: DAVID A. Henderson*  
 Attorney at Law  
  
6169 ADAMS Street, NE 
   
Covington, Georgia  30014
(770) 787-2946   
                         
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING 
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR.  ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.    
FILE NO.: 21-274(N)

PUBLIC NOTICE #500211
2/5,12,19,26

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF NEWTON

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

PURSUANT TO the power of 
sale contained in the Security 
Deed executed by JESSE DAVIS 
to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. 
AS NOMINEE FOR SHELTER 
HOME MORTGAGE, LLC in 
the original principal amount of 
$259,218.00 dated March 29, 
2019 and recorded in Deed Book 
3828, Page 338, Newton County 
records, said Security Deed being 
last transferred to NEWREZ LLC 
D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING in Deed Book 4474, 
Page 509, Newton County records, 
the undersigned will sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash, 
before the Courthouse door in said 
County, or at such other place as 
lawfully designated, within the legal 
hours of sale, on April 04, 2023, the 
property in said Security Deed and 
described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 362 OF THE 9TH DISTRICT, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING LOT 21, SEAY
BROTHERS DEVELOPMENT, AS 
PER PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 16, PAGE 128, NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA RECORDS, 
WHICH PLAT IS INCORPORATED
HEREIN AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF BY REFERENCE.
SAID PROPERTY being known 
as: 970 LAKE STONE LEA DR 
OXFORD, GA 30054
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the party or parties in 
possession of said property is/are 
JESSE DAVIS or tenant(s). 
THE DEBT secured by said 
Security Deed has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as provided for in the 
Note and said Security Deed.  The 
debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of 
sale, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given). 
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to the following: (1) any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, whether or not yet 
due and payable); (2) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority; 
(3) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property; 
and (4) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
SAID SALE will be conducted subject 
to the following: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed.
THE NAME, address, and telephone 
number of the individual or entity 
who has full authority to negotiate, 
amend, and modify all terms of the 
mortgage is as follows:
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing
75 BEATTIE Place, Suite 300
GREENVILLE , SC 29601
866-825-2174
NOTE THAT pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-14-162.2, the above individual 
or entity is not required by law to 
negotiate, amend, or modify the 
terms of the mortgage. 
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE SERVICING, 
AS ATTORNEY-IN-FACT for 
JESSE DAVIS
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC
10700 ABBOTT’S Bridge Road
SUITE 170
DULUTH, GA 30097
PHONE: 470.321.7112
FIRM FILE No. 22-086400 - TiT

PUBLIC NOTICE #500278
2/26-3/5,12,19,26

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF NEWTON

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

PURSUANT TO the power of sale 
contained in the Security Deed 
executed by JUANITA HARRIS 
to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS 
NOMINEE FOR HOME AMERICA 
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Saturday-Sunday, February 25-26, 2023| B5

LEGALS:
Continued from B4

Legals

MORTGAGE, INC. in the original 
principal amount of $143,497.00 
dated August 19, 2005 and recorded 
in Deed Book 1994, Page 99, Newton 
County records, said Security Deed 
being last transferred to SELENE 
FINANCE LP in Deed Book 4456, 
Page 527, Newton County records, 
the undersigned will sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash, 
before the Courthouse door in said 
County, or at such other place as 
lawfully designated, within the legal 
hours of sale, on March 07, 2023, the 
property in said Security Deed and 
described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 90 OF THE 10TH DISTRICT, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING LOT 103, OAK HILL, PHASE 
3, AS PER PLAT RECORDED 
AT PLAT BOOK 41, PAGES 
229 THROUGH 231, NEWTON 
COUNTY RECORDS, TO WHICH 
REFERENCE IS MADE FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF INCORPORATING 
THE SAME AS A PART HEREIN.
SAID PROPERTY being known as: 
20 WILDCAT WAY COVINGTON, 
GA 30016
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the party or parties in 
possession of said property is/are 
JUANITA HARRIS or tenant(s). 
THE DEBT secured by said 
Security Deed has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as provided for in the 
Note and said Security Deed.  The 
debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of 
sale, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given). 
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to the following: (1) any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, whether or not yet 
due and payable); (2) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority; 
(3) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property; 
and (4) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
SAID SALE will be conducted subject 
to the following: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed.
THE NAME, address, and telephone 
number of the individual or entity 
who has full authority to negotiate, 
amend, and modify all terms of the 
mortgage is as follows:
SELENE FINANCE LP
3501 OLYMPUS Boulevard, 5th 
Floor, Suite 500
DALLAS, TX 75019
877-768-3759
NOTE THAT pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-14-162.2, the above individual 
or entity is not required by law to 
negotiate, amend, or modify the 
terms of the mortgage. 
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
SELENE FINANCE LP, 
AS ATTORNEY-IN-FACT for 
JUANITA HARRIS
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC
10700 ABBOTT’S Bridge Road
SUITE 170
DULUTH, GA 30097
PHONE: 470.321.7112
FIRM FILE No. 22-061088 - DaG

PUBLIC NOTICE #500126
1/22-2/5,12,19,26

STATE OF GEORGIA
NEWTON COUNTY

UNDER AND by virtue of the 
power of sale contained in Security 
Deed and Agreement from Matt 
Burley to Newton Federal Bank, 
said Security Deed and Agreement 
dated December 13, 2013, filed for 
record and recorded December 16, 
2013 in Deed Book 3194, Page(s) 
407-419, as modified by a Loan 
Modification Agreement, dated June 
24, 2016, filed for record July 6, 2016 
at Deed Book 3454, Page(s) 3-5, 
Newton County, Georgia records; 
securing a note from Matt Burley 
to Newton Federal Bank, in the 
principal amount of $42,000.00, will 
be sold by the undersigned in front 
of the Courthouse door in Newton 
County, Georgia, on the first Tuesday 
in March, 2023 during the legal 
hours of sale, to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
property, to wit:
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Newton County, 
Georgia, and being a part of the 
Tenth Land district and being a part 
of Land Lot 93, and being more 
particularly described as Tract One 
containing 1.54 acres in accordance 
with a survey dated June 1, 1993, 
prepared by Louis D. Patrick, GA. 
R.L.S. No. 1757, for Thomas M. 
Moss and said survey is recorded in 
Newton County, Plat Book 27, Page 
32, and said survey is incorporated 
herein and made a part hereof by 
reference thereto.
THE DEBT secured by said Deed to 
Secure Debt has been and is hereby 
declared due and payable because 
of failure to comply with certain 
terms and conditions in said Deed to 
Secure Debt.   The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made for the 
purpose of paying said indebtedness 
including all accrued and unpaid 
interest thereon, and attorney fees 
and all expenses of said sale, and 
the remainder, if any, shall be applied 
as provided by law.
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge and belief the property 
is in the possession of Matt Burley, 
and said property will be sold as 
the property of Matt Burley.  Notice 
of the initiation of proceedings to 
exercise the said power of sale and 
to collect attorney fees as provided 
in said note has been given to Matt 
Burley, as provided by law in Section 
44-14-162.2 and Section 13-1-11, 
respectively, Official Code of Georgia 
Annotated. 
THIS 31ST day of January, 2023.    
   
NEWTON FEDERAL BANK, AS 
ATTORNEY-IN-FACT FOR MATT 

BURLEY
STRICKLAND & Strickland, LLP
P.O. BOX 70
COVINGTON, GA 30015-0070
770-786-5460 PHONE
770-786-5499 FAX

PUBLIC NOTICE #500215
2/5,12,19,26

Juvenile Court
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 

BALDWIN COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:  
 *
L.M.    
  *            CASE 
NO. 005-22-237
DOB: 12/03/19
SEX: MALE   
  *
CHILD UNDER the Age of 18 Years

NOTICE OF SUMMONS

TO:  MATTHEW GABRIEL, any 
unknown, unnamed biological 
fathers, and any other persons 
claiming to have a parental interest 
in the minor child named above born 
to Sydney McCrary, born on the date 
listed above.
YOU ARE hereby notified that a 
Petition to Terminate Parental Rights 
was filed in this Court on December 
1, 2022 requesting that your parental 
rights be terminated and that the 
minor child be permanently placed 
in the care, custody, and control of 
the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, acting through the Baldwin 
County Department of Family and 
Children Services, and that by 
reason of Order dated January 5, 
2023, you are hereby commanded 
and required to file with the Clerk of 
Said Court, and serve upon Amy. M. 
Michaud, Special Assistant Attorney 
General, counsel for the Baldwin 
County Department of Family and 
Children Services, whose address 
is P.O. Box 8494, Atlanta, Georgia, 
31106, an answer to said Petition 
within thirty (30) days following the 
last publication of this notice.  You 
may obtain a copy of said Petition 
from the Baldwin County Juvenile 
Court Clerk. 
YOU ARE hereby notified that a final 
hearing, with regard to the above-
styled action, will come before the 
Court on the 2nd day of February, 
2023 at 8:30 a.m. in the Juvenile 
Courtroom at the Baldwin County 
Courthouse, Milledgeville, Georgia.
GEORGIA LAW provides that you 
can permanently lose your rights as 
a parent.
THIS SUMMONS requires you to be 
present at a formal hearing in the 
Juvenile Court.  
IF YOU fail to appear, the court can 
terminate your parental rights in your 
absence.
IF THE court at trial finds the facts 
set out in the petition to terminate 
parental rights are true and that 
termination of your rights will serve 
the best interest of your child, then 
the court can enter a judgment 
ending your rights to your child.
IF A judgment terminates your 
parental rights, you will no longer 
have rights to your child. This means 
that you will not have the right to visit, 
contact, or have custody of your child 
or make decisions affecting your 
child’s
EARNING OR property.
EVEN IF your rights are terminated:
(1) YOU will still be responsible for 
providing financial support (child 
support payments) for your child’s 
care unless and until your child is 
adopted.
(2) YOUR child can inherit from 
you unless and until your child is 
adopted.
THIS IS a very serious matter.
THE CHILD or other parties involved 
may be represented by a lawyer at all 
stages of these proceedings. 
IF YOU want a lawyer, you may 
choose and hire your own lawyer. 
If you want to hire a lawyer, please 
contact your lawyer immediately.  
IF YOU want a lawyer, but are not 
able to hire a lawyer without undue 
financial hardship, you may ask for a 
lawyer to be appointed to represent 
you.  The Court would inquire into 
your financial circumstances and if 
the Court finds you to be financially 
unable to hire a lawyer, then a lawyer 
will be appointed to represent you.
IF YOU want a lawyer appointed to 
represent you, you must let the Court 
or the officer of this Court handling 
this case know that you want a 
lawyer immediately.
THE PARTY notified hereby is 
entitled to legal counsel in the 
proceedings, and the Court will 
appoint legal counsel if any party 
should be unable, without undue 
hardship, to employ counsel.
WHETHER OR not you hire an 
attorney, you have the right to attend 
the Hearing on your case, to call 
witnesses on your behalf, and to 
question those witnesses brought 
against you.
YOU ARE further notified that a 
party to this proceeding who is the 
biological father but not the legal 
father loses all rights to the child 
and will not be entitled to object 
to the termination of his rights to 
the child unless, within thirty (30) 
days of receipt of such notice, you 
file a petition to legitimate the child 
pursuant to Code Section 19-7-22 
and file a notice of the filing of the 
petition to legitimate with the court 
in which the action under this Code 
Section is pending.
IF YOU have any questions about this 
notice, you may call the telephone 
number of the clerk’s office, which is 
(478) 445-4007.
WITNESS, THE Honorable Kelli C. 
Rutherford, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.
THIS 5TH day of January, 2023.
    
  
/S/ MITCH Longino   
      
Clerk, Juvenile Court
BALDWIN COUNTY, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #500270
2/19,26-3/5

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
H.M SEX: FEMALE 
DOB: 09/09/2009 Case#: 107-
21J-0490

MINOR CHILD Under 18 Years of 

Age

SUMMONS
TO: DEBBIE Muskelly and John 
Does, parent(s) of said minor child 
born to Debbie Muskelly on the 
above-listed date.

YOU ARE hereby notified that on 
September 6, 2022, a Petition for 
Private Dependency was filed in 
this Court requesting that the minor 
child be placed in the care, custody 
and control of Tanikka Bradley. The 
petition alleges dependency based 
as defined in O.C.G.A. 15-11-2 (22). 
You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before the court 
on the 18th day of April, 2023 at 1:00 
p.m., to answer the allegations of the 
petition alleging dependency.
A COPY of said Petition for 
Dependency can be obtained from 
the Clerk of the Newton County 
Juvenile Court, at the Judge Horace 
J. Johnson Jr. Judicial Center, 1132 
Usher Street, Covington, GA 30014.

READ CAREFULLY

THIS SUMMONS requires you to be 
present at a formal hearing in the 
Juvenile Court.
THE CHILD or other parties involved 
may be represented by a lawyer at 
all stages of these proceedings. If 
you want a lawyer, you may choose 
to hire your own lawyer. If you want 
to hire a lawyer, please contact 
your lawyer immediately. If you want 
a lawyer but are not able to hire 
a lawyer without undue financial 
hardship, you may ask for a lawyer 
to be appointed to represent you. 
The Court would inquire into your 
financial circumstances and if the 
Court finds you to be financially 
unable to hire a lawyer, then a lawyer 
will be appointed to represent you. 
If you want a lawyer appointed to 
represent you, you must let the Court 
or the officer of the Court handling 
this case know that you want a 
lawyer immediately.

WITNESS THE Honorable Hillary 
W. Edgar, Associate Judge of said 
Court.

THIS THE 13TH day of 
February, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE #500263
2/19,26

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
M.C.B. SEX:  Male D O B :  
03/20/2014 Case #107-23J-0141
CHILD UNDER 18 Years of Age

SUMMONS

TO: BRITTANY LYNN 
SCHOOLER, Mother and 
CHRISTOPHER BISHOP, Legal 
Father 

A PETITION to Terminate Parental 
Rights was filed in this Court on 
February 16, 2023, by the Georgia 
Department of Human Services, 
by and through the Newton County 
Department of Family and Children 
Services, concerning the above 
child.  In accordance with O.C.G.A. 
§15-11-281, you are hereby notified 
that this proceeding and the hearing 
specified herein is for the purpose of 
terminating your parental rights and 
to place permanent custody of said 
child with the Georgia Department 
of Human Services, by and through 
the Newton County Department 
of Family and Children Services, 
pending adoption.  The Court shall 
mail a copy of said Petition to the 
last known address of the above-
named parent(s) within fifteen (15) 
days of filing of the Order of Service 
by Publication.  This is a summons 
requiring you to be in Court.  If you 
fail to come to court as required, you 
may be held in contempt of court and 
punished accordingly.
NOW, THEREFORE, you, the 
party(ies) named above, are 
commanded to be and appear on 
the date and time stated below, and 
to remain in attendance from hour 
to hour, day to day, month to month, 
year to year, and time to time, as said 
case may be continued, and until 
discharged from the court, and you 
are commanded to lay any and all 
business aside and to be and appear 
in said Court at the time and place 
below stated, each of you then and 
there to make defense thereto and 
to show cause why the said child 
and all parties named herein should 
not be dealt with according to the 
provisions of the law.
NOTICE OF EFFECT OF 
TERMINATION JUDGMENT
GEORGIA LAW provides that you 
can permanently lose your rights 
as a parent.  A Petition to Terminate 
Parental Rights has been filed 
requesting the Court to terminate 
your parental rights to your child.  
A copy of the Petition to Terminate 
Parental Rights can be obtained 
from the Clerk of the Newton County 
Juvenile Court.  A court hearing of 
your case has been scheduled for the 
18th day of May, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., 
at the Judge Horace J. Johnson, Jr. 
Judicial Center, 1132 Usher Street, 
NW, Covington, Georgia  30014.
IF YOU fail to appear, the Court 
can terminate your rights in your 
absence. 
IF THE court at the trial finds that 
the facts set out in the Petition to 
Terminate Parental Rights are true 
and that termination of your rights 
will serve the best interests of your 
child, the court can enter a judgment 
ending your rights to your child.  
IF THE judgment terminates your 
parental rights, you will no longer 
have any rights to your child.  This 
means that you will not have the 
right to visit, contact, or have custody 
of your child or make any decisions 
affecting your child or your child’s 
earnings or property.  Your child will 
be legally freed to be adopted by 
someone else.
EVEN IF your parental rights are 
terminated:
(1) YOU will still be responsible for 
providing financial support (child 
support payments)  for your 
child’s care unless and until your 
child is adopted; and
(2) YOUR child can still inherit from 
you unless and until your child is 
adopted.
THIS IS a very serious matter.  A 
party is entitled to an attorney in the 
proceedings.  You should contact an 
attorney immediately so that you can 
be prepared for the court hearing.  

You have the right to hire an attorney 
and to have him or her represent 
you. If you cannot afford to hire an 
attorney, the Court will appoint an 
attorney if the Court finds that you are 
an indigent person.  Whether or not 
you decide to hire an attorney, you 
have the right to attend the hearing 
of your case, to call witnesses on 
your behalf, and to question those 
witnesses brought against you.
IF YOU have any questions 
concerning this notice, you may call 
the telephone number of the clerk’s 
office which is 770-784-2060.
THIS IS a summons requiring you 
to be in Court.  If you fail to come to 
court as required, you may be held 
in contempt of court and punished 
accordingly.

WITNESS THE Honorable Candice 
Branche, Judge of said Court, this 
16th day of February, 2023.

/S/ JANELL Gaines   
  
CLERK, JUVENILE Court of Newton 
County, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #500294
2/26-3/5,12,19

Name Changes
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of:  
ALISHA NICHELLE TURNER
PETITIONER,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2023-CV-403-5

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

NOTICE IS hereby given that  
ALISHA NICHELLE TURNER filed 
a petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on FEBRUARY 2023  
to change the name from ALISHA 
NICHELLE TURNER to ASA 
TURNER Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court 
and to file objections to such name 
change. Objections must be filed 
with said Court within 30 days of the 
filing of said petition

THIS 16TH day of FEBRUARY 2023

ALISHA NICHELLE TURNER
TIMBERLAKE TERRACE
COVINGTON GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #500313
2/26-3/5,12,19

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of:  
GABRIELLE WYATT
PETITIONER,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2023-CV-144-3

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

NOTICE IS hereby given that  
GABRIELLE JEAN-ANN WYATT 
filed a petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on JAN 20 2023  to 
change the name from GABRIELLE 
JEAN-ANN WYATT to GABRIELLE 
JEAN-ANN FOX Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any 
interested or affected party to appear 
in said Court and to file objections to 
such name change. Objections must 
be filed with said Court within 30 
days of the filing of said petition

THIS 20TH day of JANUARY 2023

GABRIELLE WYATT
6142 FOREST DR S.E.
COVINGTON GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500207
2/5,12,19,26

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of:  
JACQUELINE ELIZABETH 
CLAXTON
PETITIONER,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2023-CV-314-3

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

NOTICE IS hereby given that  
JACQUELINE ELIZABETH 
CLAXTON filed a petition in the 
Newton County Superior Court 
on FEBRUARY 8 2023  to change 
the name from JACQUELINE 
ELIZABETH CLAXTON to 
JACQUELINE CLAXTON ADOMA 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to 
law to any interested or affected 
party to appear in said Court and to 
file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said 
Court within 30 days of the filing of 
said petition

THIS 8TH day of FEBRUARY 2023

JACQUELINE ELIZABETH 
CLAXTON
80 SISKEN COVE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500265
2/19,26-3/5,12

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of:  
JHONIESHEA HERBERT
PETITIONER,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2023-CV-395-3

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

NOTICE IS hereby given that  
JHONIESHEA HERBERT filed 
a petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on FEBRUARY 
2023  to change the name from 
JHONIESHEA ALEXANDREA 
NATASHA HERBERT to LIBERTY 
HERBERT Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court 
and to file objections to such name 
change. Objections must be filed 
with said Court within 30 days of the 

filing of said petition

THIS 16TH day of FEBRUARY 2023

JHONIESHEA HERBERT
HWY 36 
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500312
2/26-3/5,12,19

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of:  
LUSENITT JEAN
PETITIONER,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2023-CV-331-1

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

NOTICE IS hereby given that  
LUSENITT JEAN filed a petition 
in the Newton County Superior 
Court on FEBRUARY 9 2023  to 
change the name from LUSENITT 
JEAN to SARAH JEAN Notice is 
hereby given pursuant to law to any 
interested or affected party to appear 
in said Court and to file objections to 
such name change. Objections must 
be filed with said Court within 30 
days of the filing of said petition

THIS 9TH day of FEBRUARY 2023

LUSENITT JEAN
MAGNOIA HEIGHTS CIR
APT 511 COVINGTON GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #500266
2/19,26-3/5,12

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of:  
TAYLOR MARIE BURNEY
PETITIONER,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2023-CV-345-3

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

NOTICE IS hereby given that  
TAYLOR MARIE BURNEY filed 
a petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on FEB 3 2023  to 
change the name from TAYLOR 
MARIE BURNEY to TAY LYNN-
MARIE MILES Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said Court 
and to file objections to such name 
change. Objections must be filed 
with said Court within 30 days of the 
filing of said petition

THIS 31ST day of JANUARY 2023

TAYLOR MARIE BURNEY
PROVIDENCE DR
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #500291
2/26-3/5,12,19

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEWTON 
COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA

 
IN RE the Name Change of:
JARRED ANTHONY Johnson
PETITIONER.
 

CIVIL ACTION Case Number
2023-CV-248-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

JARRED ANTHONY Johnson filed 
a petition in the Superior Court 
of Newton County on February 1, 
2023, to change the name from 
Jarred Anthony Johnson to Jarred 
Anthony Tucker.. Any interested 
party has the right to appear in this 
case and file objections within 30 
days after the Petition was filed.
DATE 01/27/23

NAME: JARRED Anthony Johnson
ADDRESS: 80 Pebble Lane
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #500234
2/12,19,26-3/5

Public Notice
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY
 

LOFTON MITCHELL,
PLAINTIFF,

VS.

JAZLYN HIGHTOWER,
DEFENDANT.
 
CIVIL ACTION
FILE NO. 2022-2619-4

NOTICE

TO: JAZLYN HIGHTOWER

BY ORDER of the Court for service 
by publication dated February 7, 
2023, you are hereby notified that 
on December 13, 2022, the Plaintiff, 
Lofton Mitchell, filed suit against 
you for Petition for Legitimation 
and Custody. You are required to 
file with the Clerk of the Superior 
Court, and to serve upon Plaintiffs 
attorney, W. Michael Waters of 
Ballard, Stephenson & Waters, 
PC, 1117 Church Street, P.O. Box 
150, Covington, Georgia 30015, an 
answer in writing within sixty (60) 
days of February 26, 2023.
WITNESS, THE Honorable Cheveda 
D. McCamy Judge of Newton County 
Superior Court

THIS 16TH day of February, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE #500295
2/26-3/5,12,19

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE  OF GEORGIA   

ELLINGTON HOMEOWNERS 

ASSOCIATION, INC.,
PLAINTIFF,

VS.

SHANNON MANNING,
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION
FILE NO. SUCV2022001146
2022-CV-1146-4
 

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: SHANNON Manning
445 SPRING Lake Terrace 
Covington, GA 30016

BY ORDER of the Court granting 
service by publication dated 
02/07/2023, you are hereby notified 
that on 06/03/2022, Ellington 
Homeowners Association, Inc. 
filed suit against you to collect 
unpaid homeowner’s association 
assessments at subject property. 
The style of the case is Ellington 
Homeowners Association, Inc. v. 
Shannon Manning, Civil Action No. 
SUCV2022001146, Superior Court 
of Newton County, State of Georgia.
YOU ARE required to file with the 
Clerk of the Superior Court and to 
serve upon Plaintiff’s attorney ,John 
D. Andrle, Cobb, Olson & Andrle, 
LLC, 500 Sugar Mill Road, Suite 160-
B, Atlanta, GA 30350, an Answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of 
02/07/2023, the date of the order 
granting service by publication.

WITNESS, THE Honorable Cheveda 
D. McCamy, Judge of this Court. This 
the   14th day of February , 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE #500297
2/26-3/5,12,19

THE CITY of Covington is 
seeking proposals from non-
profit organizations interested 
in partnering with the city for 
the planning and facilitation of a 
Thanksgiving Meal Giveaway as 
specified in the RFP packet. 
SEALED PROPOSALS must be 
delivered to City Hall, 2194 Emory 
Street NW, Covington, GA 30014, 
Attn: Scott Cromer no later than 
10:00am on Tuesday, March 14th, 
2023. 
REQUEST FOR Proposals and 
additional information may be 
obtained by accessing the request 
for proposals on the City’s website 
at https://www.cityofcovington.
org/index.php?section=business-
opportunities

THE CITY of Covington reserves the 
right to reject any and all proposals. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #50031
2/26-3/5

Public Sales Auctions
EXTRA SPACE Storage will hold 
a public auction to sell personal 
property described below belonging 
to those individuals listed below at 
the location indicated: 6177 Jackson 
Hwy Covington, GA 30014 on 
03/06/2023 @ 11:00AM

VICKIE HARDGE
F01
CHAIRS, COUCH, Bags, Totes, 
Bedroom Suit, Home Decor and 
Furniture 
GAIL HOBBS
G01
BAGS, CLOTHES, Shoes, Totes, 
Stereo and Speaker
MALCOLM JENKINS
H29
TV, BOXES, Totes, Car Seat, Lawn 
Mower, Weed eater,  Yard Rake
SUMMER BURROUGHS
I11
MATTRESS, TV, Boxes, Clothes, 
Totes, Toys, Lamps, Computer 
Monitor, Keyboard, Baby Bouncer, 
Baby Items, Headboard Omari 
Williams
O23
MATTRESS, DRYER, Microwave, 
TV’s, Washer, Bags, Bicycle, Totes, 
Toys, Wall Art, Vacuum Cleaner, 
Casio Keyboard, Drum Set, 
Computer Monitor, Portable a/c unit, 
Wooden Baby Crib, Fan, Eletric 
Scooter. 
THE AUCTION will be listed 
and advertised on www.
storagetreasures.com. Purchases 
must be made with cash only and 
paid at the above referenced facility 
in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse 
any bid and may rescind any 
purchase up until the winning bidder 
takes possession of the personal 
property.

PUBLIC NOTICE #500236
2/19,16

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION 

A PUBLIC Auction: Stop-Lock-N-
Roll Self Storage located at 3141 
Hwy 81 S. Covington, GA 30016.  
This auction is for the non-payment 
of storage fees and will be placed 
on Storage Auctions website from 
2/24/23 12pm through 3/2/23 12pm. 
The personal effects and household 
Goods belonging to the following 
tenants, having been properly 
notified, will be sold for CASH to the 
highest bidder to satisfy the owner’s 
lien for rent due, in accordance 
with the Georgia Self Storage Act, 
Section 10-1-210 to 10-4-215. The 
personal effects and household 
goods belonging to the following 
tenants: Amanda Hale...unit 515, 
George Harris…unit 401

PUBLIC NOTICE #500302
2/26-3/5

NOTICE OF Public Sale of Personal 
Property: Notice is hereby given 
that Budget Self Storage, located at 
6217 Hwy 278 NE, Covington, GA 
30014; intends to sell the personal 
property according to the Georgia 
Self Storage Act, 10-4-210 through 
10-4-215 to satisfy the owner’s lien. 
ALL BIDS will be accepted online  
www.storageauctions.com. 
THE AUCTION will end on or after 
14 March 2023, at 1 PM. Budget 
Self Storage reserves the right to 
withdraw units from such a sale and 
reject any bid. Terms of sale are 
cash or money order only. 
 
ASHLYN MOORE, F32, appears 
to contain toolbox, kitchenware, 
surf gear, landscaping equipment, 
shelving, mirror, Christmas decor, 

 See LEGALS, B6



That was very impressive to them.” 
Senior AJ Vinson was a workhorse for the 

Redskins most of the game. He led the way with 
a 19-point, 11-rebound double-double. DaShon 
Hyman contributed 15 points and collected six 
rebounds, too. 

Social Circle’s season leading scorer Lamarius 
Jackson pitched in 14 points as well with three re-
bounds and five assists. 

All three players are part of the second-winningest 

class in Redskins history at 84-30 — one game shy 
of the class of 2022’s best mark. 

Jackson labeled this year’s senior class as a “spe-
cial group.” 

“You’re talking about a group that has redefined 
what it means to step on the court and play boys bas-
ketball,” Jackson said. “They really laid the founda-
tion for how hard you work.” 

The Redskins’ 2022-23 season comes to an end 
with Wednesday’s result. They went 17-11 overall 

and 6-0 in Region 5A-Division I. Just five days prior 
to their state playoff game, the Redskins celebrated 
the program’s second straight region title at home. 

And, though the season didn’t end the way they 
wanted it to, Jackson still believes this season was 
one of importance for the future of Social Circle 
basketball. 

“It’s been a good reminder that you have to fight 
for everything,” Jackson said. “I’m really proud of 
our boys.” 

B6 |  Saturday-Sunday, February 25-26, 2023 Sports
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Lady Eagles can’t overcome Loganville in region opener

Cassie Jones| The News
Jada Hyman (24) attacks an opposing defense during a 
home regular season game in the 2022-23 season.

UPSET
Continued from B1

Lady Redskins’ season ends in first round of state playoffs

LEGALS:
Continued from B5

CAR PARTS, tools, & security 
system.

PUBLIC NOTICE #500281
2/26-3/5

NOTICE OF Public Sale of Personal 
Property: Notice is hereby given that 
Covington Stor-It, located at 8165 
Washington St SW, Covington, GA 
30014; intends to sell the personal 
property according to the Georgia 
Self Storage Act, 10-4-210 through 
10-4-215 to satisfy the owner’s lien. 
All bids will be accepted online 
through www.storageauctions.com. 
The auction will end on or after 
9 March 2023, 10 AM. Covington 
Stor-It reserves the right to withdraw 
units from such a sale and reject 
any bid. Terms of sale are cash or 
money order only. 

STEPHANIE CRAWFORD, Unit 
091 appears to contain; Bedframe, 
mattress, clothing, bins, boxes, 
dresser, pots and pans. 

SHANE HUFF, Unit 159 appears 
to contain; Ladder, totes, furniture, 
boxes, tools, and a tire. 

BERNICE BAKER, Unit 180 

appears to contain; Recliner, 
furniture, trunk, wheelchair, air 
mattress, totes, and a lamp.
 
TYLAN BAGBY, Unit 192I appears 
to contain; Shoes, clothing, recliner, 
car seat, and a bedframe.

SHAKINA MCCALL, Unit 215 
appears to contain; chairs, car seat, 
toys, misc. furniture, and a stroller. 

CELINE ANDREWS, Unit 475 
appears to contain; dresser, totes, 
bags, Christmas décor, and clothing. 

TARVARUS HUSTON, Unit 403 
appears to contain shelving, table, 
paint, dresser, exercise equipment, 
wood panels, and red columns.

CAMILLA OGLES, Unit 307 
appears to contain dressers/
armoire, chairs, tables, TV stands, 
plastic containers, and misc. items.

RONALD BLANCHARD, Unit 458 
appears to contain TV, microwave, 
computer equipment, nightstands, 
tables, vacuum, DVD player, and 

misc. items

PUBLIC NOTICE 500261
2/19,26

NOTICE OF SALE

NORTON’S E-Z Storage will hold a 
public sale to enforce a lien imposed 
on said property, as described below, 
pursuant to the Georgia Self Storage 
Facility Act, Georgia Code 10-4-213 
at Norton’s E-Z Storage 7101 Turner 
Lake Circle, Covington, GA (770) 
784-9110 on Wednesday, March I, 
2023 at 10:00 A.M. Said property 
will be sold without warranties as to 
condition or workability. Management 
reserves the right to refuse any bid 
or withdraw any unit from the sale. 
Units scheduled to be sold: (3 I) 
Nakita Davenport, (42) Dustin Peck, 
(55) Betty Smith, (64) Willie Jam1on, 
(77) Amanda Whitaker, (98) Jerrica 
Colyer, (130) Hasan Dombayci, 
(132) Tessa
NEWSOM, (150) Alejandro, (172) 

Crystal Brown, (190) Emma Smith

PUBLIC NOTICE #500260
2/19,26

NOTICE OF Self Storage Sale

PLEASE TAKE notice Midgard Self 
Storage - Covington located at 5272 
Hwy 20 S Covington GA 30016 
intends to hold a public sale to sell 
the property stored in the following 
units stored at the facility. The public 
sale to the highest bidder will occur 
as an online auction via www.
storageauctions.com on 3/17/2023 
at 1:00PM. Unless stated otherwise 
the description of the contents are 
household goods and furnishings. 
JOSH HUGHES unit #A05; 
ROBERT ESSUE/INTENSE 
Concepts unit #D10; 
TAJH VIRGIL/LIFT unit #D28; 
T’LANI ROBERTSON unit #F19; 
William Lingerfelt/Self Employed unit 
#K19. 
THIS SALE may be withdrawn at 
any time without notice. Certain 

terms and conditions apply. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #500292
2/26-3/5

Trade Names
TRADE NAME 

REGISTRATION
AFFIDAVIT 

GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern: Please 
be advised that ANTHONY WALKER 
whose address is 55 OAK FOREST 
DRIVE, OXFORD GA 30054 and  
Whose address  and  whose address 
N/A is/are the owner(s) of the certain 
business now being carried on a 55 
OAK FOREST DRIVE OXFORD, GA 
30054 the following trade name, to-
wit: TWELEVE ATHLETICS and that 
the nature of said business is: ANY 
LEGAL PURPOSE This statement 
is made in conformity with O.C.G.A. 
§10-1-490 et seq. requiring the filing 
of such statement with the Clerk of 

Superior Court of this county.

THIS 08TH day of FEBRUARY 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE #500299
2/26-3/5

TRADE NAME 
REGISTRATION

AFFIDAVIT 
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern: 
Please be advised that STEVEN 
RHODES whose address is PO 
BOX 1383 OXFORD, GA 30054 
and ADRIENNE RHODES Whose 
address  and  whose address N/A 
is/are the owner(s) of the certain 
business now being carried on a 
PO BOX 1383 OXFORD GA 30054 
the following trade name, to-wit: 
STEVEN COREY RHODES and 
that the nature of said business 
is: COMMERCE This statement is 
made in conformity with O.C.G.A. 
§10-1-490 et seq. requiring the filing 
of such statement with the Clerk of 
Superior Court of this county.

THIS 10TH day of FEBRUARY 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE #500283
2/26-3/5

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

ATLANTA — Social Circle’s girls basketball 
team traveled Tuesday evening to Galloway High 
School to face the Lady Scots — the No. 1 seed 
from Region 6A-Division with a 24-2 overall record 
and a 6-1 mark in region play. The matchup was 
both teams’ first round game in the Class A-Division 
I state playoffs. 

The Lady Redskins came out on the losing end of 
the action 72-27 and, therefore, their season came to 
an end. 

Nevertheless, head coach Dave LaBarrie was 
proud of what his team accomplished this year. 

“Last year and this year are probably the two best 
seasons that they’ve had, in the last eight years,” 
LaBarrie said. “

Social Circle finished with a 7-17 overall record 
with a 3-4 mark in Region 5A-Division I.

The Lady Redskins enjoyed the following wins: 
67-26 against M.L. King on Nov. 29, 69-38 on Dec. 
10 against Hampton and a 57-33 victory over Litho-
nia at home on Jan. 17. 

Social Circle also defeated Wilkinson County 60-
22 on Jan. 28 along with a three-game, season sweep 
of Jasper County on Jan. 24, Feb. 3 and 17. 

By beating Jasper County in the consolation 
game of the region tournament last Friday, the Lady 
Redskins captured the No. 3 seed. 

Accomplishing such a feat made it two straight 
years that the Lady Redskins qualified for the state 
tournament as a No. 3 seed. This succeeded a six-
year playoff drought for the girls basketball program. 

LaBarrie highlighted what that means for the 
future of Social Circle. 

“You have to start building from the seventh grade, 
because you’re dealing with a small school with a 
small population. We ended up with seven players 
on the team and maybe the two years I have put in 
have helped the program.” 

Featured in the team’s loss column were three 
defeats by 10 or fewer points, too. 

Social Circle lost 50-46 against Monroe Area on 
Dec. 16 followed by a Jan. 16 36-36 loss to North-
view and a 56-49 defeat against Eastside on Jan. 16.

All season, though, Social Circle was led by soph-
omore star Jada Hyman. She led the team with 16.2 
points, 5.3 rebounds, 1.8 steals and 1.3 assists per 
game. During the region tournament, Hyman was 
announced as a First Team All-Region honoree. 

Other Lady Redskins were recognized as well. 
Alana Ferguson was named Second Team All-Re-

gion averaging 7.3 points, 2.1 rebounds, 1.3 assists 
and 1.4 steals. Honorable Mention was earned by 
Kelis Reid who contributed an average of 5.3 points 
and 2.3 rebounds per game 

Overall, LaBarrie feels like the pieces are in place 
to provide a bright future for the Lady Redskins, but 
he still believes there’s more work to be done. 

“[The turnaround] is not going to happen over-
night,” LaBarrie said. “But it will happen and [the 
players] will be successful. I see a good future for 
Social Circle girls basketball with the athletic direc-
tor that’s there, the assistant coaches and the players. 
I’ve definitely seen progress this year.” 

By MIKE HARRISON
Correspondent

COVINGTON, Ga. — The East-
side Lady Eagles kicked off Region 
8-AAAAA play Tuesday night at 
home against Loganville. Eastside 
came out on the losing end, suffering 
a 5-0 defeat against the Lady Red 
Devils. 

Loganville’s scoring got started early 
off a corner kick goal with 36:40 left 
on the clock. The Lady Eagles’ held 
tough and didn’t surrender another 
goal the rest of the half. 

Goalkeeper Alexa Corley had six of 
her 10 total saves in the first half alone. 
The Lady Eagles could not generate a 
successful offensive attack, though, to 
tie things up. 

The Lady Red Devils began the 
second half of the match much like the 
first. They scored an early goal off a 
free kick with 38:50 left in the game.

However, Eastside forced the Lo-
ganville goalkeeper to make her first 
true save of the match off a shot from 
the right side that bounced off her 
body before she controlled the loose 
ball to end the threat with 19:23 left in 

the game.
The Lady Red Devils offensive 

pressure continued to pay off when 
they scored two quick goals, the first 
coming with 16:46 to play and the sec-
ond with 14:25 left to take a 4-0 lead. 
Loganville’s fifth goal came with 8:40 
remaining in the game to give itself the 
definitive lead. 

Tuesday’s game was the fourth 
straight game that the Lady Eagles 
faced an undefeated team. On Feb. 14, 
they did defeat previously undefeated 
Walnut Grove and, as a result, Eastside 
picked up its first win of the season. 

Neila Dailey, Abigail Morgan and 
Sophia Leal each scored a goal while 
Lauren Davis netted two goals in the 
win. Corley had a few saves to help 
preserve the 5-0 victory for the Lady 
Eagles. 

Now, with the Lady Eagles being off 
until Tuesday, Feb. 28 to face Jackson, 
they stand at 1-4-2 overall with an 0-1 
record in region play. 

Phillip B. Hubbard| The News
Sophia Leal (4) takes the free kick attempt for the Lady Eagles Tuesday night at home 
in their Region 8-AAAAA opening match against Loganville. 
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