
By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — The Board of 
Elections chose Mon-
day to change where 
and when voting 
will occur in Newton 
County for the 2022 
elections.

Board members 
voted to reduce the 
current 22 voting pre-
cincts, shown, to 17 
in an effort to equal-
ize the wide-ranging 
numbers of registered 
voters now assigned 
to election precincts.

They also voted to 
approve one Sunday 
advance voting day 
for each of the May 
primary and Novem-
ber general elections; 
and two early voting 
locations for the en-
tirety of the advance 
voting periods rather 
than phasing them in 
over time as done for 
the 2020 elections.

Democrats and 
Republicans in the 

audience and on 
the board split over 
establishing Sunday 
voting days and the 
number of advance 
voting locations. 

Democrats general-
ly favored a Sunday 
voting day and up to 

four advance vot-
ing locations, while 
Republicans opposed 
Sunday voting and 
backed only two ear-
ly voting sites.

Board Chairman 
Phil Johnson broke a 
tie in both instances. 

Johnson supported 
Democratic member 
Kelly Robinson's call 
for two Sunday vot-
ing days in 2022, and 
Republican member 
Dustin Thompson's 

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — John Burson 
was only 19 years old 
when he was draft-
ed into the Army to 
serve 
in 
World 
War 
II. 
When 
the 
coun-
try 
need-
ed 
him, Burson said he 
wanted to go do his 
part. 

And that he did. 
In fact, Burson was 

so eager to help his 
country that he and 
one of his friends 
almost went and 
volunteered a year 
earlier. 

Burson told his 
mother that he was 
staying over at his 
friend Grady’s house 
and Grady told his 

parents the same 
thing. But they both 
boarded a bus from 
Monroe to Atlanta 
to enlist in the US 
Army. 

They traveled all 
that way, but they 
couldn’t go through 
with it when they 
arrived in Georgia’s 

capital. 
“By the time we 

got to Atlanta, we 
changed our minds,” 
Burson said. “We 
spent the night up 
there and caught the 
next bus back home. 
My mother asked me 
not to volunteer that, 
when they need you, 

they’ll get you.”
Around a year later, 

they did. 
When Uncle Sam 

came calling, Bur-
son’s stepfather tried 
to give him an out, 
too.

Growing up on a 

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

MCDONOUGH, Ga. — 
Some veterans may have 
found that maneuvering 
through the maze of pa-
perwork to receive federal 
benefits was harder than 
finding their way through 
unfamiliar overseas jungles 
or moun-
tains.  

Jim 
Dunn and 
Bob Van 
Dunk 
also 
found 
out the 
hard way about the red tape 
involved in filing service-re-
lated claims for benefits. 

They met as volunteers at 
the Stockbridge VA Outpa-
tient Clinic and went on to 
form a partnership in Sep-
tember 2018 that became 
the Veterans Support Group 
Inc. (VSG).

The nonprofit is officially 
the Henry County Veter-
ans Support Group Inc. 
but serves veterans from 
anywhere — though they 
primarily come from Henry, 
Newton and Clayton coun-
ties, Dunn said.

It was founded with the 
purpose of “supporting vet-
erans from all branches of 
service with free assistance 
with service-related claims, 
providing guidance in 
obtaining medical attention 
and housing and through 
weekly support group 
meetings,” according to its 
website. 

Dunn is a Vietnam War 
veteran who served in the 
Marine Corps from 1969 to 
1973. 

He worked in the auto-
motive industry in finance 
and sales before retiring 
and working as a school bus 
driver for the Henry Coun-
ty School System for four 
years.

He also suffered from 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD) from his time in 
the service, he said.

After retiring, Dunn vol-
unteered at the Stockbridge 
VA Outpatient Clinic assist-
ing veterans at the check-in 
desk — which is where he 
met Van Dunk and discov-
ered veterans’ increasing 
need for assistance with 
filing for VA benefits.

Van Dunk died in Febru-
ary, leaving Dunn to lead 
the fast-growing organi-
zation which outgrew two 
locations before settling in 
its current offices in a histor-
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Area teams prepare for the 
first round of the GHSA 
playoffs
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His Word
Now unto him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us,

Ephesians 3:20, KJV
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Your Name: _____________________________  Phone #: ____________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Mail this whole page to The Covington News, P.O. Box 1249, Covington, GA 30015 or bring it 

to us at 1166 Usher Street, Covington. We’re open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Dropbox 

available after hours.

Write in your favorites from Newton County in the various categories below. You may complete just one category, a few categories or all of them. 

Your choices will be tallied and results published in January 2022 in The Covington News as part of the special “Best of Newton” magazine. All entries 

are due by 5 p.m., November 9, 2021. These entries will be entered in a random drawing for $100 first prize and $50 second prize. Entries received 

after 5 p.m., November 9, 2021 will not be counted and will not be entered in the drawing.

COMMUNITY:

Charity Event __________________________

Church________________________________

Civic Club _____________________________

Community Event _______________________

Nonprofit Organization __________________

______________________________________

Park __________________________________

Place to Volunteer ______________________

Summer Camp _________________________

AUTO & TRANSPORTATION:

Auto Body Shop ________________________

Auto Repair & Service ____________________

Car Wash ______________________________

Dealership Service ______________________

Heavy Equipment & Tractor _______________

______________________________________

New Car Dealership _____________________

Oil Change & Quick Lube _________________

______________________________________

Tire Store ______________________________

Towing Service _________________________

Used Car Dealership _____________________

EDUCATION:

College/University ______________________

Elementary School ______________________

High School ___________________________

Middle School __________________________

Pre-school _____________________________

Private School __________________________

School Administrator ____________________

School Teacher _________________________

MEDICAL:

Audiologist ____________________________

Cardiologist ___________________________

Children’s Dentist _______________________

Chiropractor ___________________________

Dentistry/Cosmetic Dentistry _____________

______________________________________

Dermatologist __________________________

Ear, Nose and Throat _____________________

Family Practice _________________________

Hearing Aid Center ______________________

Imaging Services _______________________

Internal Medicine _______________________

Lasik Surgery __________________________

Obstetrics & Gynecology _________________

______________________________________

Occupational Therapist __________________

______________________________________

Optometrist ___________________________

Oral Surgeon ___________________________

Orthodontics __________________________

Orthopedist ___________________________

Outpatient Surgery _____________________

Pediatrics _____________________________

Physical Therapist _______________________

Podiatrist ______________________________

Vein Specialist __________________________

PROFESSIONALS:

Bankruptcy Attorney ____________________

Civil Attorney __________________________

Contractor/Remodeler ___________________

Criminal Attorney _______________________

Electrical Contractor _____________________

Estate Planning Attorney _________________

Family Law Attorney _____________________

Insurance Agent ________________________

Personal Injury Attorney _________________

Pet Groomer ___________________________

Photographer __________________________

Plumber ______________________________

Real Estate Agent _______________________

Real Estate Closing Attorney ______________

______________________________________

Travel Agent ___________________________

Veterinarian ___________________________

BUSINESS:

Accounting/Tax Prep ____________________

Air & Heating Service ____________________

Appliance Store ________________________

Art Gallery _____________________________

Assisted Living Community _______________

______________________________________

Bail Bond Company _____________________

Bank _________________________________

Banquet Facilities _______________________

Barber Shop ___________________________

Beauty Salon ___________________________

Boutique ______________________________

Bridal Shop ____________________________

Carpet/Flooring Store____________________

Carpet Cleaning ________________________

Catering ______________________________

Child Care Center _______________________

Commercial Real Estate Company __________

______________________________________

Computer Repair _______________________

Dance Studio __________________________

Day Spa _______________________________

Dog Trainer ____________________________

Dry Cleaners ___________________________

Electric/Gas Providers ____________________

Event Venue ___________________________

Financial Advisement ____________________

Fitness Center/Gym _____________________

Floral Arrangements _____________________

Funeral Home __________________________

Furniture Store _________________________

Golf Course ____________________________

Grading and Hauling ____________________

Grocery Store __________________________

Gun Store _____________________________

Hardware Store _________________________

Health Food Store _______________________

Hotel _________________________________

Insurance Company _____________________

Investment Company ____________________

Jewelry Store __________________________

Landscaping ___________________________

Massage ______________________________

Mattress Store __________________________

Mortgage Lender _______________________

Music Store ____________________________

Nail Salon _____________________________

Package Store __________________________

Pawn Shop ____________________________

Pest Control ___________________________

Pet Daycare Center ______________________

Pet Hospital ____________________________

Pet Store ______________________________

Pharmacy _____________________________

Pressure Washing _______________________

Printing and Graphics ____________________

Real Estate Company ____________________

Retail Gift Shop _________________________

Retail Services __________________________

Roofing Contractor ______________________

Security Company ______________________

Self Storage Facility _____________________

Senior Care ____________________________

Septic Services _________________________

Spa Services ___________________________

Sporting Goods Retail ___________________

Tanning Salon __________________________

Temp Agency __________________________

Thrift Store ____________________________

Tool/Equipment Rental __________________

Travel Agency __________________________

FOOD & BEVERAGE:

Bar ___________________________________

Barbeque _____________________________

Breakfast ______________________________

Burger ________________________________

Cakes _________________________________

Coffee Shop ___________________________

Deli __________________________________

Desserts ______________________________

Family Restaurant _______________________

Fast Food ______________________________

Ice Cream _____________________________

Pizza _________________________________

Sandwiches ____________________________

Seafood _______________________________

Steak _________________________________

Sushi _________________________________

Wings ________________________________

WIN $50-$100

Time for YOU to decide 
who's the best of the best!
See B1 for your ballot 
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Subscribe! 770-787-6397

The Covington News honors 
area veterans and all war 
heroes with special section 
dedicated to Veterans Day. 
See V1

Veterans Day

Phillip B. Hubbard | The Covington News
John Burson is pictured during his time in the Army. He was drafted at the age of 
19 and served for three years during World War II.

 See HELP, A5

Inside

YMCA hosts 20th annual 
Cheerios Challenge 10K, 5K
See A2 

Veterans Day

Remembering war time
Area WWII veteran opens up on military service; would 'do it again' if called on

Nonprofit aids local 
veterans with physical, 

mental challenges

John 
Burson

Special Photo
Veterans Support Group CFO 
Jim Dunn stands with his service 
dog outside the McDonough of-
fice of the nonprofit he founded 
with the late Bob Van Dunk.

More veteran-re-
lated stories can 
be found in the 
Veterans Day 

Special Section
See V1

 See WAR, A5

Newton County Schools lifts mask mandate
By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
Starting Monday, face cov-
erings will no longer be 
required for students and staff 
at Newton County Schools.

Newton County Schools 
Superintendent Samantha 
Fuhrey announced Saturday, 
Nov. 6, the decision to lift 

the district's 
mask mandate 
that initially 
went into 
effect Aug. 
9. Despite no 
longer being a 
requirement, 
Fuhrey said 
the use of face 
coverings 

would continue to be "strong-
ly recommended."

“It was stated, at the time 
the mandate was instituted, 
that it would be temporary 
and correlate directly to our 
community conditions,” 
Fuhrey said in a news release. 
“After continuous review of Samantha 

Fuhrey
 See MASK, A3

Sweeping election changes approved
Board votes to 

add Sunday 
voting days, 

reduce election 
precincts

 See CHANGES, A3
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Wednesday, Nov. 10
• Moving Newton Transit Master Plan final public open 

house, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., at Turner Lake Banquet Facility, 
6183 Turner Lake Road NW. Visit the project website 
to review the plan’s preliminary recommendations and 
complete the feedback form at movingnewton.com/pro-
vide-feedback.

Wednesday, Nov. 17
•  “Pictures with Santa” hosted by Element Funding at 

1108 Clark St. from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 770-728-1993.

Thursday, Nov. 18
• Annual Lighting of the Square, 6 to 7 p.m., Coving-

ton Square. Choral performance by the Oxford Singing 
Children and the Oxford Youth Singers on the stage in 
front of the historic clock tower starting at 6 p.m., followed 
by Santa appearing for the ceremonial lighting of the 
Square.

Friday, Nov. 19
• Covington on Ice: Ice Skating at Legion Field opens 

for season, 5 p.m., Legion Field, 3173 Mill St. (through 
Feb. 21). For more information, including pricing and 
hours of operation, visit http://icedays.com/covington/.

HOMETOWN REALTY
CONSULTANTS, INC.®™™

Darlene Smallwood (Broker/Owner)
Kenneth Smallwood (Owner/Agent)

We still have the Hometown Value 
you are looking for in a  

Real Estate Agent.
Whether you are selling or buying.

2135 Pace Street • Covington, GA 30014
(Morgan Plaza)  

678-878-9811 • 770-786-7979

Gary Jenkins • Manager
770.601.5654

www.garyjenkinsconstruction.com

CONSULTING • REHAB • CONSTRUCTION
Since 1985

United States EPA:  
Certified Soil and Water Conservation

Certified Commercial Inspector  
Certified Residential Housing Inspector + Member:

Georgia Conference of Home Inspectors

Mold Awareness & Remediation

On Tuesday, November 30th, at 6:00 p.m. the Griffin Regional  
Educational Service Agency will conduct the South Metro Atlanta 
GaTAPP (Georgia Teacher Academy for Preparation and Pedagogy) 
Information Session hosted by Griffin RESA virtually via Zoom.  
The GaTAPP program is designed to attract highly motivated  
professionals outside the teaching profession who hold a Bachelor’s 
degree or higher from a regionally accredited college/university  
and are interested in pursuing a teaching career. Human Resources 
Directors from Butts, Fayette, Henry, Lamar, Newton, Pike, 
Griffin-Spalding and Thomaston-Upson School Systems will be in  
attendance at this event to virtually provide information on 
prospective employment opportunities for the remainder of  
the 2021-2022 school year and for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Space will be limited and only those with reservations  
will be admitted.  

To reserve your space, please RSVP to TAPP at 
TAPP@griffinresa.net.

To register, please send an 
email to 

TAPP@griffinresa.net

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
BECOMING A TEACHER?

To reserve your Thanksgiving Dinner
CALL NOW!

770-787-5091
COMPANY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR LARGE QUANTITIES 

Deadline for Placing Orders: 12 Noon on Monday, November 22nd 

Pickups Available:  Thanksgiving Day from 8am-11:00am 

be your personal chef for
Thanksgiving

Let Jim Stalvey
and His Staff

Turkey Breast ...................................................................$49.99
  Approximately 8 lbs.

Apple Butter Glazed Boneless Ham.............................$39.99
  Approximately 7.5 lbs.

Whole Pan Baked Cornbread Dressing........................$39.99
  Serves 35 Includes FREE QT of Gravy

Half Pan Baked Cornbread Dressing........................... $24.99
  Serves 18

Real Giblet Gravy.......................................................$3.99 qt.
Stalvey’s Green Beans ................................................$8.99 qt.
Fresh Candied Yams...................................................$8.99 qt.
Fresh Mashed Potatoes...............................................$6.99 qt.
  Includes FREE Pint of Gravy!

Regular Cobbler............................................................. $24.99
  Serves 18-20

Large Cobbler .................................................................$39.99
  Serves 35-40

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Hundreds of runners 
of all ages filled the 
streets surrounding the 
Covington YMCA and 
Legion Field Saturday 
for races in the 20th 
annual Cheerios Chal-
lenge.

Some local runners 
shone in the 10K and 
5K races before mostly 
younger runners com-
peted in the one-mile 
fun run and Trix Tot 
Trot. 

Cheerios Challenge 
helps support a YMCA 
financial assistance 
program that provides 
access to Y programs 
for individuals and 
families who otherwise 
could not afford to 
participate.

Executive Director 
Louly Hay-Kapp said 
the Covington YMCA 
was “proud” to host 
the event, which in-
cluded the Truist Post 
Race Festival at Legion 
Field.

“The funds raised 
through this event en-
able the Y to continue 
to support children and 
families in need in our 
community,” Hay-Kapp 
said.  

“It was especially 
meaningful to gather 
as a community after 
this challenging time,” 
she said, in reference 
to postponement of the 
2020 event scheduled 
in April 2020 because 

of the pandemic. 
“We are so grateful 

for the support of the 
work of the Y,” Hay-
Kapp said. 

The races, which are 
official qualifiers for the 
Peachtree Road Race, 
centered on the Cov-
ington YMCA building 
at 2140 Newton Drive, 
with races beginning 
at the Y and ending at 
Legion Field behind the 
Y on Mill Street.

Henry Meller, 14, 
of Covington was the 
overall winner out of 
264 participants in the 
5K race, according to 
results posted by Orion 
Racing.

Meller, who is a 
member of Eastside 
High School’s cross 
country team, won with 
a gun time of 19.49.

Gabe Ferguson, 16, 
of Social Circle, fin-
ished second at 20.13. 
Mark Peace (20.18) and 
Richard Pennington 
(20.44) finished third 
and fourth, followed 
by another local teen, 
Henry Ferguson, 13, of 
Social Circle, at 21.08.

Others in the top 10 

included Eric John, 50, 
of Covington (21.10); 
Richard Jackson, 55, of 
Social Circle (22.43) 
and Hudson Ferguson, 
12, of Social Circle 
(22.48).   	

In the 10K race, 
Blake Brashear of 
Atlanta was the overall 
winner with a gun time 
of 37.10 minutes. Tyler 
Shelton, 48, also of 
Atlanta, placed second 
and topped the 45-49 
age group with a time 
of 42.05.

Robert Meller, 48, 
of Covington was the 
top local finisher in the 
10K with a third place 
finish and a gun time of 
45.00. Meller finished 
second in the same 
event during the 2019 
Challenge, which was 
the last in-person race 
in the series.

Joyce Zhang, 18, 
whose hometown was 
not listed, was the top 
female finisher. She 
also led her 15-19 age 
group and earned fourth 
place overall with a gun 
time of 45.57.

Richard Jackson of 
Social Circle placed 

fifth overall and was the 
top finisher in the 55-59 
age group with a gun 
time of 45.58.

Others in the top 10 
included four Cov-
ington men, Donny 
Hartman (48.29), Tim 
Kirkland (49.39), Brian 
Patrick (49.56) and 
Luke Smith (50.57). A 
total of 70 participants 
were listed.

Cheyanne Britt, 7, of 
Monroe, and Jayden 
Wagstaff, 5, of Cov-
ington, were listed as 
the top finishers in the 
one-mile fun run which 
drew 68 participants.

Kellan Von Broemb-
sen, 7, Jackson Dobbs, 
11, and Nathan Thom-
as, 12, all of Covington; 
and Wesley Penley, 7, 
and Cade Conyers, 6, 
both of Oxford, were 
also in the top 10.

The Cheerios Chal-
lenge began in 2001 in 
conjunction with the 
Y’s Healthy Kids Day 
and has grown from 45 
kids running the one-
mile race to more than 
1,300 adults and chil-
dren of all ages in four 
different races. 

Special | Covington Family YMCA
Participants in the Cheerios Challenge 5K race leave the starting line Saturday morning.

All ages turn out for 20th annual Cheerios Challenge

Special | Covington Family YMCA
Some attendees of the Cheerios Challenge and Truist Post Race Festival pose with mas-
cots representing some of General Mills’ cereal brands Saturday morning.
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Oaks Golf Course announces last day for tee times

Kemp, Carr sue over Biden vaccine mandate; court halts measure

the COVID-19 data and 
consulting with our local 
medical professionals and 
advising the school board 
on their feedback, beginning 
Monday, Nov. 8, masks will 
be strongly recommended 
for all students and staff.

“While we are loosening 
our mask requirement, it 
continues to be important 
that students and staff wash 

their hands, use hand sanitiz-
er, and watch their distance 
as an integral part of our 
layered prevention strategy.”

At last report from 
the district, only 12 new 
COVID-19 cases were 
reported among students and 
only four among staff. There 
were 36 students and two 
staff members under "pre-
cautionary quarantines." By 

comparison, in August there 
were 154 new cases among 
students and 24 new cases 
among staff; roughly 500 
students and staff members 
were quarantined.

“Since Aug. 9, our students 
and employees have been 
practicing the three Ws — 
washing their hands, wearing 
their masks and watching 
their distance — and I am 

confident their actions have 
played a huge role in the de-
crease in COVID-19 cases in 
both our school system and 
the Newton County commu-
nity at large,” Fuhrey said.

However, Fuhrey warned 
the mask mandate could be 
reinstated if COVID-19 case 
numbers were to rise again.

“We are approaching the 
holiday season and people 

will congregate amongst 
family and friends who 
they might not ordinarily 
see,” she said. “The chanc-
es of becoming exposed to 
COVID-19 will be high. So 
please understand, if our 
community’s COVID-19 
cases increase again, we will 
be forced to reinstitute the 
mask mandate.”

MASK:
Continued from A1

CHANGES:
Continued from A1

motion for two advance 
voting locations with 
a third location ready 
in case the first two 
became overwhelmed 
— as occurred at the 
county Administration 
Building during the first 
days of early voting 
in the 2020 General 
Election.

The advance voting 
locations for 2022 will 
be the Turner Lake 
building at 6185 Turner 
Lake Road in Coving-
ton, and Zion Baptist 
Church at 7037 Hwy. 
212 in west Newton 
County. 

Election officials 
also would prepare the 
Newton County Library 
on Floyd Street for use 
as an advance voting 
site in case the others 
become too crowded, 
he said.

During a public 
comment period before 
the votes, Republican 
Party chairman Bren-
dan Cherry said there 
was not a great need for 

Sunday voting because 
of lower turnouts for 
Saturday voting and the 
recent Virginia election 
showing voting at rel-
atively lower rates on 
Sundays.

He said the new law 
allows a second Satur-
day advance voting day 
which should allow in-
creased weekend access 
for those whose jobs 
restrict the times they 
can go to the polls.

However, Kathy Wil-
born said she believed 
a Sunday voting day 
allowed greater access 
no matter the turnout.

"We should be trying 
to encourage as many 
people to participate 
in the (process) as we 
can," she said.

Robinson said her 
stand on the issues 
before the board was 
based on data and cur-
rent conditions. 

She said four early 
voting locations would 
reduce the lines seen 
during advance voting 

at the elections office 
in 2020. It also would 
make in-person voting 
easier to access and 
reduce the number of 
provisional ballots cast 
by those going to the 
wrong precinct.

It also would offset 
the new law's changes 
that reduce the amount 
of time voters can 
request absentee ballots 
from six months to 78 
days, and not require 
those mailing absentee 
ballots to count on an 
increasingly unpredict-
able U.S. Postal Service 
to deliver the ballots in 
time to be counted.

Thompson countered 
that the turnout for the 
2020 election should 
not be used as evidence 
of the need for more 
access. 

He said the election 
was an "unusual" event 
and 16 days of early 
voting provided "ample 
opportunity for every-
one to vote."

Thompson added that 

the Newton County 
elections office's limit-
ed staffing and funding 
meant it did not have 
the resources it needed 
to provide four advance 
voting locations, and 
offer Saturday and 
Sunday voting days as 
well.

The Georgia General 
Assembly's sweeping 
voting law changes 
earlier this year allowed 
two days of early Sun-
day voting and an addi-
tional day of mandatory 
Saturday early voting.

It also required ballot 
drop boxes to be inside 
a building and only 
accessible during the 
times early voting is 
allowed — which was 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 2020 
— rather than 24 hours 
a day as previously 
allowed. 

Only one drop box 
is allowed for every 
100,000 voters in any 
Georgia county, mean-
ing Newton can only 
utilize one drop box 

countywide because 
it has around 85,000 
registered voters. 

The elections office 
had drop boxes avail-
able at the Administra-
tion Building and on 
Salem Road in west 
Newton — though 
officials complained the 
Salem Road box was 
under-utilized.

Johnson said moving 
advance voting from 
the Administration 
Building to the Turn-
er Lake recreational 
facility will allow more 
voting machines to be 
available in one loca-
tion and provide better 
shelter from the ele-
ments for voters wait-
ing in lines.

He said he favored 
offering one Sunday 
voting opportunity for 
each scheduled election 
in 2022 as a way to find 
if there was enough 
demand for it. If few 
vote on those days, the 
board can later elimi-
nate their use, he said.

The precinct chang-
es reduce the number 
of precincts and make 
them more equal in 
size, Johnson said.

He noted that the 
current 22 precincts 
ranged in size from 880 
voters in Newborn to 
7,000 at a west Newton 
precinct. The new 17 
precincts range from 
5,394 to 3,884.

Major changes 
include combining the 
Mansfield and New-
born precincts; Brick 
Store and Hub pre-
cincts; and combining 
four precincts into new 
Gum Creek and Oxford 
precincts.

However, elec-
tion director Angela 
White-Davis said 
she had not finalized 
contracts for use of all 
of the precinct loca-
tions. The board voted 
to make the precinct 
changes contingent on 
securing all the con-
tracts. 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

PORTERDALE, Ga. — 
Area golfers have only a few 
more days to tee off at The 
Oaks.

Golf course officials re-
cently announced that after 
32 years of operation, the 
last day of tee times avail-
able to the public would be 
Sunday, Nov. 14.

“We have enjoyed serving 
the public and appreciate the 
time you spent with us on 
the golf course,” a newslet-
ter stated. “We would love 
to see you one more time 
before closing our doors.”

The course is closing to be 
redeveloped. As proposed 
by Covington-based Infinity 
Homes and Development, 
the more than 250-acre site 
will be transformed into a 

mixed-use area with roughly 
140,000 square feet of retail 
space, 142 single-family 
homes; townhomes and a 
360-unit apartment complex, 
as initially reported by The 

Covington News in May.
The $215 million develop-

ment project went through a 
rigorous rezoning process in-
volving both Newton County 
and Porterdale governments 

before being granted approv-
al. 

Formerly home to two 
dairies, Bibb Manufacturing 
Co. first developed the land 
along the Yellow River as 
a nine-hole golf course for 
its employees in the 1930s. 
One of the course designers 
was said to be early golf 
legend Bobby Jones. He was 
a friend of prominent New-
ton residents such as Charlie 
Elliott and liked to hunt and 
fish in the county, according 
to The Oaks’ history. Jones 
won numerous tournaments 
in the early 20th century and 
was a founder of what would 
become Augusta National 
Golf Course and The Mas-
ters Tournament. 

The Oaks operated un-
der various names into the 
1980s, but then stopped 
being used as a golf course. 
Former owners allowed veg-
etation on the site to grow 
wild for many years until 
an Atlanta group later rede-
veloped the site and opened 
The Oaks golf course under 

Richard Schulz’s guidance in 
1990.

The course was later ex-
panded to an 18-hole course 
with a driving range and put-
ting green. Putters Restau-
rant and the Champions 
Room, including a kitchen, 
bar, banquet room, locker 
room and second floor, were 
added to the clubhouse in the 
late ‘90s.

Despite its announcement 
to close, resident golfers may 
be able to visit the historic 
links a few years from now. 
Per developers’ plans, about 
60% of the site will be left 
both as open space and 
part of a planned nine-hole, 
par-3 golf course because of 
the existence of a 108-acre 
floodplain on the east side 
of the site nearest Brown 
Bridge Road and the Yellow 
River.

Developers intend to 
complete the area’s redevel-
opment by 2025.

News Editor Tom Spigolon 
contributed to this report.

Course to close as 
redevelopment of 

250-acre site nears 
commencement

The Oaks
The Oaks Golf Course in Porterdale, originally a nine-hole course, 
was first designed by early golf legend Bobby Jones, who was one of 
the founders of Augusta National and Masters Tournament.

By TIM DARNELL
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA – A fed-
eral appeals court has 
halted enforcement of 
the White House’s em-
ployer vaccine mandate 
a day after Gov. Brian 
Kemp and Georgia 
Attorney General Chris 
Carr filed a lawsuit 
against the requirement.

The 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in 
Louisiana issued an 
emergency stay Satur-
day on President Joe 
Biden’s mandate that 
businesses with 100 
or more workers be 
required to vaccinate 
their workers by Jan. 4, 
2022, or face mask re-

quirements and regular 
tests.

Last week, Kemp, 
Carr and Agriculture 
Commissioner Gary 
Black filed a separate 
lawsuit against Biden’s 
vaccine mandate for 

federal contractors. 
Friday’s lawsuit 

claimed the vaccine 
mandate for business-
es with 100 or more 
workers exceeds the 
U.S. Department of 
Labor’s authority and 

conflicts with the 1st 
Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution and 
the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act. The 
mandate was set to be 
enforced by the U.S. 
Occupational Health 
and Safety Administra-
tion (OSHA).

Georgia joined Flori-
da and Alabama, along 
with several private 
employers, in filing the 
lawsuit in the 11th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. 
The Georgia Highway 
Contractors Associa-
tion, the Georgia Motor 
Trucking Association 
and Robinson Paving 
Co. are among the com-
panies that joined in the 

latest lawsuit.
“In addition to vil-

ifying Americans for 
their personal choices, 
Biden’s vaccine man-
dates are unlawful and 
a recipe for economic 
disaster,” said Kemp. 
“With inflation sky-
rocketing, the supply 
chain screeching to a 
halt, and job creators 
across the country des-
perately searching for 
more workers, Biden is 
pouring gasoline on a 
fire.”

“This unlawful 
mandate is yet another 
example of the Biden 
administration’s com-
plete disregard for the 
constitutional rights af-

forded to our state and 
our citizens,” Carr add-
ed. “The federal gov-
ernment has no author-
ity to force health-care 
decisions on Georgia’s 
companies and its em-
ployees under the guise 
of workplace safety.”

Anthony Coley, a 
spokesman for the 
Justice Department, 
defended the mandate.

“The OSHA emer-
gency temporary 
standard is a critical 
tool to keep America’s 
workplaces safe as we 
fight our way out of this 
pandemic,” Coley said. 
“The department will 
vigorously defend this 
rule in court.”

Capitol Beat News Service
Gov. Brian Kemp addresses the media about the lawsuit 
filed against Biden’s vaccine mandate.



To the Editor:
We’ve known for some 

time that she was near the 
end. Regardless of how long 
our dearest relationships last, 
we are rarely ready to see 
them come to an end and bid 
farewell.

The Oaks Course has been 
more than grass, sand, trees, 
creeks and ponds. I opened 
an office for our company 32 
years ago and was quickly 
introduced to The Oaks as 
my course.

I had only taken up golf a 
couple of years before and 
had found the course that I 
would call home for the next 
32 years.

I’ve been privileged to 
belong to a couple of nicer, 
more exclusive and more 
prestigious golf clubs. I’ve 
been fortunate to play doz-
ens of the bucket list courses 
from Pebble Beach, Medi-
na,Olympia Fields, Oakland 
Hills to TPC Sawgrass, 
Whistling Straits and Colo-
nial in Memphis. All of these 
were beautiful, memorable 
and played with dear friends.

None of these courses 
embedded more warm and 
lasting memories than our 
Oaks.

All of my grandchildren 
have shared rounds with me 
at the Oaks. I’ve played with 
more of my friends at the 
Oaks than any golf course. 
I’ve hosted corporate out-
ings, fundraiser outings and 
after work weekly outings at 
the Oaks. My only son and I 
had a standing Sunday after-
noon round at the Oaks until 
his sons came along and our 
standing round became a 
“whenever we can” round. 

Usually with a grandson 
along for the afternoon.

I had the opportunity to 
play with more than a few 
lint head dignitaries that 
pointed out the layout of the 
original nine holes.

The Oaks became my after 
work, mental health round, 
as often as I could make it 
happen. Often that round 
would team me up with an-
other random single golfer. I 
met and came to know many 
of Covington’s finest citizens 
in these chance encounters.

My bride of 42 years 
“rode” with me many times. 
She hates golf. She appar-
ently loves me. More than 
a few times when she could 
see me stressed or possibly I 
was stressing her she would 
put her hand on my shoulder 
and say, “Why don’t you go 
to the Oaks for the after-
noon?” 

The deep friendships be-
came deeper with the fellow-
ship time we call a round of 
golf. We solved most of the 
problems in the universe.

I played one of their last 
rounds, before they were 
taken too soon with Stan 
Owens, Henry Stephens 
and Mike Reagin. I’ll miss 
getting a laugh where we 
laughed together so many 
times.

Time marches on. Our 
part of the world is losing 
a big chunk of history and 
character. I feel fortunate to 
have taken many long walks 
behind the footsteps of Bob-
by Jones.

Farewell, old friend.

Bryan Hays
Oxford

Immediately following 
Alcovy’s win Saturday 
night, I interviewed head 

coach Jason Dukes. While 
Dukes was 
answering 
my first 
question, I 
took notice 
that he was 
still holding 
onto the 
region championship trophy 
his team had just won. 

So, I asked, in a joking 
manner, “Are you going to 
go to sleep with that trophy 
tonight?” 

Without hesitation, Dukes 
responded, “It’s going to be 
on the nightstand, I guaran-
tee you that.” 

I instantly thought back to 
my first full week as sports 
editor. 

During that week, I went 
around to all of the local 
high schools to talk with 
each athletic director. My 
second stop was at Alcovy to 
talk with Thomas Lowe. 

In that conversation, we 
talked about an array of 
subjects, but there was an 

overall theme: Win. 
Lowe said he wanted the 

athletic program to develop 
a winning attitude in 2021. 

Throughout all of my re-
search when taking this job, 
I noticed that there hasn’t 
been much winning in Alco-
vy’s 15-year history. 

But it seems like the tides 
are a changin’ for Tiger 
athletics. 

A few weeks ago, the 
softball team advanced to 
the state playoffs. That was 
the first time in five seasons 
Alcovy’s softball program 
had accomplished that. 

Then, this past weekend, 
the football team celebrated 
winning the program’s first 
ever region championship. 

After Dukes responded to 
my question on Saturday, 
it became very clear to me 
how the Tigers’ athletics 
program has taken the form 
Lowe wanted. 

And I came to this conclu-
sion: passion. 

Dukes going on and plac-
ing the region championship 
trophy on his night stand is a 
testament to his passion. 

Whenever I interviewed 
softball head coach Miranda 
Lamb, she displayed passion 
for the team to be successful. 
She even told me it was a 
goal of hers in year one for 
this year’s senior class to 
make the playoffs. 

All of that translated to the 
team’s performance on the 
field. 

No matter the circum-
stance, the Tigers seemed to 
perform at a high level and 
compete as best they could. 

So, even though the foot-
ball team lost to Lowndes 
and Colquitt counties, they 
still came out on top. Even 
though the softball team 
endured Mother Nature 
cancelling so many games, 
the Lady Tigers still accom-
plished that goal. 

And that, ladies and gen-
tlemen, is how you make 
history.

Phillip B. Hubbard is 
sports editor of The Cov-
ington News. He may be 
reached at phubbard@
covnews.com.

As a state legis-
lator, I try to 
refrain from 

speaking 
about 
national 
issues 
that do 
not have 
a direct 
impact 
on Geor-
gia and hope to remain 
as nonpartisan as I can. 
However, I feel I must 
comment on Virginia’s 
recent election.  

To me, the biggest 

lesson to be learned 
from this election is 
that the federal govern-
ment made a horrific 
error when they started 
threatening parents. 

Last week, the U.S. 
attorney general admit-
ted that, based solely on 
a memo from the Na-
tional School Board As-
sociation (NSBA), he 
directed the FBI to tar-
get parents. The memo 
called the actions of 
these parents “domestic 
terrorism” because they 
dared to question their 

local school boards. 
The chilling effect 

of this epic overreach 
is something we might 
expect from a commu-
nist regime. To openly 
attack parents, and tell 
them they have no role 
in their children’s edu-
cation, has since proven 
politically disastrous. 

To their credit, the 
NSBA apologized for 
their odious memo. 

Meanwhile, the 
attorney general flatly 
refused. 

National defense is 
the single most im-

portant thing our 
federal government 
does. With the recent 
admission by our na-
tional intelligence of-
ficials that they were, 
yet again, completely 
caught off guard by 
advances in Chinese 
military technology 
and the numerous 
cyber-attacks of 
the Russians, you 
would think the FBI 
had more important 
things to investigate 
than law-abiding 
parents who are 
exercising their First 
Amendment right to 
free speech. 

The voters in 
Virginia seemed to 
agree with this senti-
ment. 

This should not 
be a surprise. For 
decades, numerous 

studies have proven 
that what parents want 
most from their state 
and local governments 
is quality education for 
their children. 

Fortunately, Geor-
gia has an impressive 
record on education 
because of state leaders 
who have listened to 
parents. 

Two decades ago, 
Georgia was ranked 
dead last on the SAT. 
Now, we are above 
the national average 
for two years in a row 
and above the national 
average on the ACT for 
four years in a row. 

Georgia ranks 13th 
best in the nation on 
our college advanced 
placement scores. 
Georgia is one of 
only two states that 
consistently has three 
universities, Georgia 
Tech, Emory and the 
University of Georgia, 
rank among the top 
10. HOPE is the most 
generous statewide 
college scholarship, 
and our HOPE Career 
Grant pays 100 percent 
of the cost of technical 
degrees in more than 17 
different high-paying 
careers. 

In 1999, our gradua-
tion rate was the worst 
in the nation at 57%. 
Now, we are at record 
high of 84%, which is 
a 32% increase. Even 

more impressive, stu-
dents who participate 
in the Georgia Career, 
Technical and Ag Ed-
ucation program have 
an astonishing 97% 
graduation rate. 

Twenty years ago, 
Georgia was the eighth 
worst state on the K-12 
Nation’s Report Card, 
also known as the 
NAEP. Now, we rank 
13th best. 

These epic accom-
plishments, of course, 
were not accomplished 
by politicians, but by 
our selfless teachers 
and the parent volun-
teers who support them. 
But, state politicians 
should be applauded for 
empowering teachers, 
staying out of the class-
room, greatly lessening 
standardized tests and 
our generous funding.

Over half of Geor-
gia’s state budget goes 
towards education, a 
whopping $20.9 bil-
lion every year. In the 
nine years before the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
began, we spent an 
additional $4.3 billion 
of new state revenue 
on education with 
nearly half a billion 
dollars added every 
single year. We also 
gave our teachers their 
biggest pay raise in 
Georgia history. After 
COVID-19 hit our 
state, we added $580 

million in one year 
alone, even though en-
rollment declined. Also, 
because of COVID, 
the federal government 
gave Georgia an addi-
tional $913 million in 
stimulus funding for 
education, as well as a 
staggering $6.5 billion 
in CARES Act money. 

Of course, education 
should not be a partisan 
issue, which is exactly 
my point. Instead of 
waging bitter battles 
about hyperpartisan 
issues, both parties 
should return to “kitch-
en table” issues, such as 
education, the econo-
my, inflation and secu-
rity. Instead of attack-
ing parents, we should 
empower them. Instead 
of defunding the police, 
we should provide 
our officers with more 
resources and better 
training to successfully 
do their jobs. 

I encourage both 
parties to get back to 
pocketbook issues. 
And, I hope that both 
Democrats and Repub-
licans will celebrate our 
excellent public educa-
tion systems. 

Rep. Dave Belton 
represents District 112 
in the Georgia House of 
Representatives, which 
includes Morgan Coun-
ty and the eastern side 
of Newton County.

For children’s sake, choose education over partisan politics
Rep. Dave Belton guest columnist
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to an ‘old friend’
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In “victory formation,” Alcovy quarterback Ashton Evans kneels Saturday night to clinch the Tigers’ first 
region title in program history — something the athletic director and head coach have been building 
toward for the last few years.



farm in Walton Coun-
ty, Burson’s stepfather 
asked if Burson wanted 
him to go to the draft 
board and get a defer-
ment. 

Burson’s response 
was, “No, I’m ready to 
go.” 

Burson served for 
three years in the Army 
where he handled 
prisoners of war. His 
main responsibilities 
were to help get men 
who surrendered out of 
harm’s way and handle 
them with care. 

Some days, Burson 
remembered not doing 
much at all. Other days 
it was a lot of coming 
and going. No day was 
the same as the next. 

There was one 
common thing across 

all days for Burson: 
prayer. Burson said he 
would pray every night 
to make it home. As a 
matter of fact, he said 
that’s what helped him 
get through each day 
during World War II. 

“I did a lot of pray-
ing that I’d be able to 
come home,” Burson 
said. “After I was 
discharged, I was in 
Atlanta waiting on a 
bus for Monroe. That 
was the day I lived for, 
catching that bus back 
to Monroe and into 
the arms of my loving 
mother. I called my 
sister in Monroe and 
asked if she could meet 
me at the bus station. 
We got in that car and 
we couldn’t get home 
fast enough. There my 

mother was just cry-
ing. That was a great 
feeling.” 

After his time in the 
Army, Burson came 
home and went to work 
at the Southern Bell 
Co. He worked there 
37 years in Athens, 
Conyers, Madison and 
Covington. 

Burson, along with 
his wife of 74 years, 
Ruth, were married in 
1947. They had three 
children, Janet, Susan 
and David, who is now 
deceased. Now, they 
have three grandchil-
dren and two great, 
great grandchildren. 

Looking back on his 
service, Burson can’t 
help but feel pride and 
appreciation for the 
country he served. 

No matter what 
may happen, Burson 
remains grateful for 
being an American and 
protecting her during 
World War II. 

“Right or wrong, it’s 
my country,” Burson 
said. “We got a few 
wrongs but, oh what a 
great country we have. 
And it’s because we 
have people willing to 
give their lives for us to 
have a good, safe place. 
There were times I 
wasn't sure if I’d make 
it back or not. I have no 
regrets of serving my 
country and I’d do it 
again right here today if 
they called me. I don’t 
know what a 98-year 
old can do, but I can do 
something.” 

Wednesday, November 10, 2021 | A5News/Legals

Legal Notice
Public Notices

Foreclosures
NOTICE OF SALE 
UNDER POWER

GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY
 
Under and by virtue of the power 
of sale contained with that certain 
Security Deed dated March 5, 2007, 
from Marcia E. White, Rhonda L. 
Kanpp, and Kenneth W. Kanpp 
to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 
recorded on March 13, 2007 in 
Deed Book 2398 at Page 561 
Newton County, Georgia records, 
having been last sold, assigned, 
transferred and conveyed to 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. 
Cooper by Assignment and said 
Security Deed having been given 
to secure a note dated March 5, 
2007, in the amount of $157,500.00, 
and said Note being in default, 
the undersigned will sell at public 
outcry during the legal hours of sale 
before the door of the courthouse 
of Newton County, Georgia, on 
December 7, 2021 the following 
described real property (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Property”): 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN 
LAND LOT 166, OF THE 10TH 
DISTRICT, OF NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, BEING LOT 3 OF THAT 
PLAT OF SURVEY ENTITLED 
FINAL PLAT FOR COUNTRY VIEW 
SUBDIVISION UNIT III, DATED 
APRIL 14, 1988, PREPARED BY 
AND CERTIFIED BY ROBERT L. 
BUHLER, REGISTERED LAND 
SURVEYOR NO. 1403. SAID PLAT 
BEING RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 22, PAGE 157, NEWTON 
COUNTY DEED RECORDS, TO 
WHICH REFERENCE IS HEREBY 
MADE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
INCORPORATING SAME HEREIN 
AND MAKING IT A PART HEREOF 
BY REFERENCE THERETO, SAID 
LOT CONTAINS 0.939 ACRES. The 
debt secured by the Security Deed 
and evidenced by the Note and has 
been, and is hereby, declared due 
and payable because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to make the payments as 
required by the terms of the Note. 
The debt remaining is in default 
and this sale will be made for the 
purposes of paying the Security 

Deed, accrued interest, and all 
expenses of the sale, including 
attorneys’ fees. Notice of intention 
to collect attorneys’ fees has 
been given as provided by law. 
To the best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the person(s) in 
possession of the property are 
Marcia E. White, Rhonda L. Kanpp, 
and Kenneth W. Kanpp. The 
property, being commonly known 
as 401 Jack Neely Rd, Covington, 
GA, 30016 in Newton County, will 
be sold as the property of Marcia 
E. White, Rhonda L. Kanpp, and 
Kenneth W. Kanpp, subject to any 
outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien 
and not yet due and payable), 
any matters affecting title to the 
property which would be disclosed 
by accurate survey and inspection 
thereof, and all assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
to the Security Deed. Pursuant 
to O.C.G.A.Section 44-14-162.2, 
the name, address and telephone 
number of the individual or entity 
who shall have the full authority 
to negotiate, amend or modify 
all terms of the above described 
mortgage is as follows: Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper, 
8950 Cypress Waters Blvd, Coppell, 
TX 75019, 888-480-2432. The 
foregoing notwithstanding, nothing 
in O.C.G.A. Section 44-14-162.2 
shall require the secured creditor 
to negotiate, amend or modify the 
terms of the mortgage instrument. 
The sale will be conducted 
subject (1) to confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under 
U.S. Bankruptcy code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan with the holder 
of the Security Deed. Albertelli Law 
Attorney for Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper as Attorney 
in Fact for Marcia E. White, Rhonda 
L. Kanpp, and Kenneth W. Kanpp 
100 Galleria Parkway, Suite 960 
Atlanta, GA 30339 Phone: (770) 
373-4242 By: Cory P. Sims For the 
Firm THIS FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. - 
21-005447 A-4736497
 
PUBLIC NOTICE #300169
11/10,17,24,12/01

We have an immediate opening for a 
part-time independent contractor to 

deliver our product, two days per week, 
Tuesday Evening and Saturday Morning.

Must have reliable transportation,  
a valid driver’s license/insurance and  

be 18 years or older.

For more information, contact our  
Circulation Department at  
770-728-1418 or come by

The Covington News located at
1166 Usher Street, Covington, GA 30014

Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm

Download it Today…

1166 Usher Street NW, Covington, GA 30014
770-787-6397 (NEWS) | covnews.com

Subscribe Today!
Only $5 a Month!

Get The
Free App!

The Covington News

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— United Bank Presi-
dent Thomas Kephart 
recently announced the 
addition of local busi-
ness leaders, Dalton 
Knox and Brad Bettis, 
to its Covington Advi-
sory Board.

Dalton Knox has 
owned and operated 
several businesses in 
Newton County. Today 
he is a partner in Big 
House Payment Solu-
tions, a merchant finan-
cial services company, 
and an owner of HKM 
Inc., a custom home 
building company. A 
business graduate of 
Georgia College, Knox 
currently serves on the 
Newton Medical Hospi-
tal Authority Board, the 
local YMCA board and 
as an elder for Eastridge 
Church. Dalton and his 
wife, Lisa, have two 
adult children.

Brad Bettis is owner 
of Allsouth Construc-
tors, Inc., a water 
and wastewater plant 
contractor based out of 
Covington, specializing 
in statewide municipal 

proj-
ects. He 
earned 
his 
BS in 
Build-
ing 
Con-
struc-
tion 
from 
Georgia 
South-
ern Uni-
versity. 
Brad’s a 
member 
and past 
presi-
dent of 
the Covington Rotary 
Club and an active 
supporter of the Emp-
ty Stocking Fund of 
Newton County, the 
Covington Method-
ist Change the World 
Day, and Farmers to 
Families food distri-
bution program. Brad 
and Marlece, a retired 
Gwinnett County 
Schools administrator, 
have two children with 
two grandchildren and 
one on the way.

As members of 
United Bank’s Advisory 
Board, Knox and Bettis 

will provide input to 
the Bank’s local leader-
ship regarding financial 
products, services and 
community involve-
ment, in addition to 
serving as bank am-
bassadors and liaisons 
between the Bank and 
the Newton County 
community.

“United Bank is 
privileged to have 
these gentlemen on our 
board, offering their 
valuable insights and 
business acumen to our 
leadership team,” said 
Kephart, who holds the 
position as Chairman of 
the Covington Board. 
“They join a team of 
outstanding directors 
who have helped shape 
how United Bank 
serves our community 
since expanding into 
Newton County in 
2007.”

[Editor’s Note: This 
information was pub-
lished in the weekend, 
Nov. 6-7, issue of The 
Covington News, but 
included the wrong 
photo for Mr. Dalton 
Knox. United Bank 
apologizes for this 
error.]

Dalton 
Knox

Brad 
Bettis

Business leaders join United Bank Advisory Board

In the weekend 
edition dated Satur-
day-Sunday, Nov. 6-7, 
2021, the headline for 
Chris Bridges’ opinions 
column should have 
stated, “Always fun to 

be had with high school 
rivalries.”

Also, in the article 
titled, “DECIDED,” the 
final sentence should 
have stated, “In the 
East, 17.51% of eligible 

voters cast a ballot for 
one race compared to 
just 7.39% in the West 
where there were two 
races.”

 — Staff Reports

Correction

WAR:
Continued from A1

HELP:
Continued from A1

ic home on Jonesboro 
Street in McDonough.

Dunn recalled that 
word got out about the 
nonprofit so quickly 
that veterans needing 
assistance were “sit-
ting in the lobby” of 
a former location and 
waiting on assistance.

With the help of 
some city and county 
officials and a grant 
from the Home Depot 
Foundation, it was able 
to move and expand its 
services in its current 
location at 32 Jones-
boro St.

VSG helps veterans 
with paperwork for 
service-related claims 
which can reach 100 
pages, he said.

“We play it straight 
with them,” he said. 
“We never make a 
promise like a lot of 
people do.”

Dunn said VSG’s as-
sistance includes giving 
details to the veterans 
about what records 

are needed for filing a 
claim, such as medical 
records and personnel 
files.

“It’s a long process 
sometimes,” he said. 
“(The VA) wants to 
know if it’s a chronic 
thing.”

He recalled VSG 
helping a 99-year-old 
veteran of three wars 
file his first claim re-
cently.

“Some of them have 
never been in the medi-
cal system,” Dunn said.

VSG also seeks to 
help homeless veterans 
by offering a washer, 
dryer, shower facili-
ties and a food pantry, 
Dunn said.

“We try to help them 
find a place to live,” he 
said. 

The nonprofit will 
also assist widows and 
widowers of veterans 
with filing claims for 
benefits, or children of 
veterans with arrange-
ments for nursing home 

care for parents.
“We’ll do anything 

we can do for a veter-
an,” Dunn said.

Its Thursday group 
sessions are intended 
to help veterans deal 
with such unseen ser-
vice-related illnesses 
as post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), he 
said.

Dunn said he found 
most veterans whose 
suffer from the disor-
der — gained through 
the stress of battle and 
being on guard against 
attacks — won’t talk 
about it with those who 
weren’t in combat.

“(Civilians) can’t un-
derstand it,” he said.

He said vets suffer-
ing from PTSD in the 
sessions both men and 
women. They may 
be as old as Vietnam 
veterans, or as young as 
recent service in Af-
ghanistan.

“They could be like 
me — I’ve lived with 

it for 40 years,” Dunn 
said, as his service dog 
Marley barked in the 
background.

He said some partici-
pants stay a few weeks, 
while some have been 
in the group for more 
than two months.

“It depends on how 
fast (veterans) want to 
admit they have prob-
lems,” he said. “A lot 
of younger guys, they 
don’t want to talk.”

Dunn said he helps 
sufferers learn about 
what triggers serious 
reactions to the mental 
disorder and how to 
“have a coping mecha-
nism.”

“You have to learn to 
live with it and to calm 
it back down,” he said.

For more information, 
call (770) 284-3306 or 
visit vetsg.org.
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Call 770-728-1418 to subscribe or 
visit our website at covnews.com

SPECIAL!
Thanksgiving

Subscribe to 
The Covington News 
during the month 
of November and 

receive a  
FREE Turkey

Essential Everyday Turkey (10-16 lbs)  
from Food Depot

Subscription must be for 1 full year ($60 value);  
valid for new and renewal subscriptions (No Refund).

This offer is valid November 1 - November 19.

*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES,
AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES.

FOODFOOD
DEPOTDEPOT
FOODFOOD
DEPOTDEPOT

QUALITY

PLUSPLUS  110%0%
OUR COST
PLUSPLUS  110%0%
ADDED AT THE REGISTER!



Mon-Fri: 7:30am-7:00pm 
Sat: 8:00am-5:00pm 

4179 Hwy 278 NW • Covington 
(Near OHCO, Across from CarMart)

678-712-9293
www.covingtonprolube.com

Bring this ad in for $7 OFF any oil change.

#14 E’Sean Arnold

Eastside Eagles

Arnold was the cap-
tain of the Eagles’ of-
fense in its comeback 
win Friday. He led an 
8-minute drive that 
he capped off with 
a touchdown run 

and help take down 
Greenbrier 38-28.

 Social Circle Redskins

$30.00 off when you purchase Diesel Oil Change 
with Complete Fuel System Service

Must Present This Ad 

In last week’s 42-19 
win at Greene County, 

Russell helped lead 
the Redskins with two 
touchdowns in the first 
half and three in total. 
The third score came in 
the fourth quarter from 
17 yards out to help put 

the game on ice.

#1 Amarion Russell

Shametria Dixon
Agent

shametria.dixon.rnle@statefarm.com • www.shametriadixon.com

2008 Eastview Parkway, Suite 600
Conyers, GA 30013
770-761-8035

Here to help life go right.™

Let’s talk.

Newton Rams

Benton led the 
Rams’ defense for 
most of the night 

against South Gwin-
nett. He provided 

a highlight play by 
forcing and recover-
ing a fumble late in 

the opening quarter. 

#4 Nicholas Benton

Wednesday, November 10, 2021 | A7Sports

PLAYERS OF THE WEEK

Alcovy Tigers

PCW REMIX
Presents

 
Live Wresting 
Event

November 12th, 
November 26th and 
December 10th

8:00 p.m.

What a Deal

5174 Washington St. 
Covington, GA

$10.00 Per Ticket

In the closing 
minutes, Johnson 
grabbed a 43-yard 

touchdown pass that 
turned out to be the 

game-winner. He 
also had an inter-

ception during the 
contest.

# 16 Jamel Johnson

Alcovy players 
celebrate the 
Tigers’ 28-25 win 
against Evans 
on Saturday to 
claim the Region 
3-AAAAAA title.
Phillip B. Hubbard | 
The Covington News

TOP:
Continued from A8

SEASON:
Continued from A8

football floated down 
into the end zone, Jamel 
Johnson jumped up to 
grab it. The connection 
accounted for a 42-yard 
touchdown reception 
that gave the advantage 
back to Alcovy. 

Alcovy’s fans were 
electric in their cel-
ebration. It was the 
total opposte just a few 
moments earlier when, 
with 5:42 remaining 
in the game, Evans 
dropped back to pass. 
Facing pressure he 
forced the ball deep and 
it was picked off. 

The Knights took 
over possession and it 
looked as if they would 
drain the closing min-
utes and win.  

But Damani Dumas 
had other plans. 

On a third and two 
at the Knights’ 30-yard 
line, backup quarter-
back DJ Walton kept 
the ball on the option 
play. Dumas blew the 
play up in the backfield 
for a 1-yard loss that 
forced a Knights punt. 

Following the punt, 
Evans came out and 
redeemed himself with, 
what turned out to 
be, the game-winning 
touchdown to Johnson. 
The game-winner con-
cluded a solid outing 
by Evans going 10-of-
16 for 172 yards, two 
touchdowns and one 
interception. 

Dukes highlighted 
the mental toughness of 
his junior quarterback 
throughout Saturday’s 

game. 
“He’s such a nice kid, 

but he has the tendency 
to be a cold-blooded 
assassin,” Dukes said 
with a big smile on his 
face. “He can put things 
out of his head and go 
back to business.” 

Alcovy’s passing 
attack may have won 
the game, but it was its 
rushing attack, led by 
Tristan Mayweather, 
that kept the Tigers in 
the game all night. 

Following Fabian Kl-
awa’s 21-yard field goal 
that put the Knights up 
3-0 early, the Tigers 
responded on their first 
drive of the game. 

Mayweather found 
paydirt from seven 
yards out to give Alco-
vy a 7-3 lead with 4:18 
remaining in the first 
quarter. 

The Knights came 
back with a touchdown 
of their own, but that 

didn’t deter the Tigers. 
Evans connected with 

Mathias Height for a 
30-yard touchdown 
bomb. Height finished 
the game with five 
receptions for 72 yards 
and the touchdown that 
gave Alcovy a 14-10 
lead. 

On the Knights’ next 
drive, Alcovy halted 
a fake punt attempt 
to force a turnover on 
downs. 

It wasn’t long before 
the Tigers took advan-
tage of the Knights’ 
miscue.  

On the very first play 
of the ensuing drive, 
Evans found Bobby 
Smith wide open for a 
47-yard completion that 
advanced the ball to the 
11-yard line. 

Three plays later, 
Mayweather found 
the end zone again to 
extend the Tigers’ lead 
21-10 less than five 

minutes remaining in 
the first half.

Mayweather turned 
in an impressive perfor-
mance on the ground, 
too. He rushed for 115 
yards on 20 attempts 
and two rushing touch-
downs. 

All in all, it took 
everyone pitching in for 
the Tigers to achieve 
this historic goal. 

Now, finishing the 
regular season 5-4 
overall and becoming 
region champs with a 
5-0 region record, Al-
covy sets its sights on 
the state playoffs. The 
Tigers will have a first-
round bye next week 
and will host round two 
on Friday, Nov. 19, at 
Sharp Stadium.

For Dukes and his 
coaching staff, they 
don’t plan to rest on 
Saturday’s accomplish-
ment. They want to 
build on it and make 
noise in the upcoming 
playoffs.

“Our message is, 
focus,” Dukes said. 
“There’s a tendency to 
get distracted and be-
come sidetracked. We 
don’t want that to hap-
pen. So, we’re going 
back to work Monday. 
We’re creatures of 
habit and routine. We’re 
going to continue to 
work on our things until 
we find out who we’re 
playing.” 

Correspondent Gar-
rett Pitts contributed to 
this story.

Making history did not come 
along easy. The Tigers were 
down late against the Knights 
until quarterback Ashton Evans 
connected with Jamel Johnson 
for a 42-yard touchdown with 
two minutes remaining. 

Going through Evans’ mind 
after the play was the halftime 
speech given by Alcovy coach-
es. 

“It means everything [to win 
the region championship for the 
first time],” Evans said. “[Our 
coaches] have preached for us 
to finish [games]. They said 
we have not played a full four 
quarter game all season, and this 
is the first time we did it and the 
first time we needed it.”

With the win, the Tigers fin-
ished with a 5-4 overall record – 
the first winning regular season 

record since 2013. 
The Tigers’ season did not 

start off on the right footing, 
however, with them losing four 
of their first five games. 

Heading into their matchup 
against Grovetown on Oct. 15, 
the Tigers needed to dominate 
the rest of their region schedule 
for a shot in the playoffs.

They did just that.
Following back-to-back brutal 

road trips to Lowndes and 
Colquitt Counties, the Tigers 
returned to region action. 

Alcovy defeated Grovetown, 
Lakeside-Evans, Heritage and 
Evans to end the regular season 
winning four straight. This is the 
first four-game winning streak 
Alcovy has had since 2013.

Now it’s heading into the 
playoffs with the region title and 

a first round bye on its side.
 Head coach Jason Dukes, 

who took over the program in 
2019, has now led Alcovy to the 
playoffs in back-to-back seasons 
following a 2-10 record in his 
first year. 

“It’s a validation of commit-
ment to the process,” Dukes 
said. “Everybody loves the 
results. But it’s the commitment 
to the process that gets you 
there. This shows every kid in 
our program that, if they stay the 
course and keep believing, they 
have the opportunity.”

But there is much more to be 
written for the Tigers in 2021.

Following the first-round bye, 
the Tigers will host the winner 
of Creekview and Carrollton 
in the second round of the state 
playoffs Friday, Nov. 19.

in Region 8A-Public. 
Now, they’ll be on the 
road to Trion High 
School. 

It’ll be a tough match-
up for the Redskins. 

Trion comes into the 
matchup as the No. 
2 seed from Region 
6A-Public having 
only lost one game all 
season. 

Social Circle, how-
ever, enters with a 6-4 
record and a 3-2 region 
record. 

ALCOVY
While the Alcovy 

Tigers enter as the 
top seed from Region 

3-AAAAAA, they 
won’t play this week. 

They would’ve faced 
the fourth seed from 
Region 1-AAAAAA 
but, due to Valdosta 
High School’s playoff 
violations last year, it is 
deemed ineligible. 

So, the Tigers are 
guaranteed to advance 
to the second round. 
The cherry top is the 
fact that Alcovy will 
host round two on Fri-
day, Nov. 19. 

It’ll face the winner 
between Carrollton 
and Creekview High 
Schools that’ll take 
place this Saturday. 

NEWTON 
The Newton Rams 

are the only area team 
that didn’t make it to 
the playoffs. 

By losing 13-6 to 
South Gwinnett, the 
Rams found themselves 
in a 3-way tie for the 
bottom three spots in 
Region 4-AAAAAA. 

The three teams 
in question were 
Parkview, South Gwin-
nett and Newton. 

Region 4-AAAAAA’s 
No. 3 seed was deter-
mined by point differ-
ential. 

Parkview defeated 
South Gwinnett by nine 

points while Newton 
downed Parkview by 
just three points. 

So, Parkview re-
ceived the third seed. 

After that, the fourth 
and final playoff spot 
came down to the 
head-to-head matchup 
between South Gwin-
nett and Newton. 

And, with South 
Gwinnett defeating 
Newton, the Rams were 
the odd man out. 

Newton’s season ends 
at 4-5 overall with a 1-3 
region record.

READY:
Continued from A8

Special to The Covington News
Pictured, from left, Erin Griffin and Armani Russ were 
crowned Alcovy High School’s 2021 Homecoming Queen 
and King during halftime of Saturday’s game.



By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Sharp Stadium was 
rocking all night on 
Saturday. From senior 
night recognitions to 
homecoming festivi-
ties, Alcovy fans came 
ready to celebrate. But 
the biggest celebration 
of the night came when 
Ashton Evans took a 
knee, the clock hit 0:00 
and Alcovy officially 
made history. 

The Tigers defeat-
ed the Evans Knights 
28-25 on Saturday to 
capture the Region 
3-AAAAAA champi-
onship - the first since 
the program’s inception 
in 2006. 

As the final seconds 
ticked down, head 
coach Jason Dukes 
couldn’t believe what 
he was seeing. 

“I was in disbelief,” 
Dukes said as he held 
on tightly to the cham-
pionship trophy. “I 
knew the game was 
over and it was a great 
feeling. It was a slug-
fest where our players 
just fought, fought, 
fought. We rebounded 
in the fourth quarter 
and got a score when 
we needed to and our 
defense hung in there.” 

It took some heroics 

on both sides of the 
ball down the stretch 
for the Tigers to come 
out on top. 

Trailing 25-21 with 
around three minutes 

remaining in the game, 
the Tigers took over 
possession having not 
scored a single point in 
the second half. 

Alcovy’s offense 

seemed dormant and 
flat. 

Then, all of a sudden, 
on the second play 
of the ensuing drive, 
Evans heaved the ball 

downfield. The ball 
hung in the air for what 
seemed like an eternity. 
As the football floated 

SPORTS
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Alcovy Tigers 28, Evans Knights 25

TIGERS ON TOP

Our People.What’s the #1 Reason to Bank with United Bank?

 7200 Highway 278 NE |  Covington |  678 .342 .72 11  |  accessunited .com

Alcovy defeats Evans to win Region 3-AAAAAA, first in program history

Phillip B. Hubbard | The Covington News
The Alcovy Tigers hoist the Region 3-AAAAAA trophy at 
midfield after defeating Evans 28-25 on Saturday.

Garrett Pitts | The Covington News
Alcovy’s Damani Dumas (23) and Christian Lewis (52) 
help bring down the Evans quarterback for a sack.

Garrett Pitts | The Covington News
Tristan Mayweather (5) breaks loose from Evans defend-
ers on Friday at Sharp Stadium in Covington.

 See TOP, A7

Eastside, Social Circle ready for Round 1 matchups
Prep Football: GHSA State Playoffs

By GARRETT PITTS
Correspondent

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— After 15 years, the 
Alcovy Tigers football 
program is finally on 
top.

A 28-25 victory over 
the Evans Knights 
capped off a historic 5-0 
sweep in the region to 
give the Tigers their first 
region title in the history 
of the program as the 
champions of Region 3 
AAAAAA.

Garrett Pitts | The News
An emotional Tigers head 
coach Jason Dukes carries 
the Region 3-AAAAAA tro-
phy off the field Saturday.

 See SEASON, A7

Alcovy receives first-round bye; three-way tie keeps Newton out of postseason

Players, coaches 
talk regular 

season for the 
record books

Anthony Banks | The Covington News
Quarterback Logan Cross and the Social Circle Redskins 
are playoff bound for the second year in a row.

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

Two out of four area 
teams, including East-
side and Social Circle, 
are preparing for the 
first round of the GHSA 
state playoffs this week, 
while Alcovy already 
has a spot in the sec-
ond round locked up. 
Newton, however, was 
bumped from postsea-
son contention after 
a 13-6 loss to South 

Gwinnett.
Even so, each squad 

finds themselves in 
unique positions. 

EASTSIDE
Eastside’s appearance 

marks six straight post-
seasons the Eagles have 
qualified for. On top of 
that, they will face a 
familiar playoff foe. 

The Eagles will travel 
to New Manchester 
High School in Doug-

lasville to take on the 
Jaguars. These two 
teams faced each other 
last year in the second 
round of the playoffs 
where Eastside won 
37-7. 

New Manchester 
heads into the matchup 
as the second seed from 
Region 6-AAAAA. 
Eastside, on the oth-
er hand, enters as 
the No. 3 seed from 
8-AAAAA. 

SOCIAL CIRCLE
For the second 

straight year, the Social 
Circle Redskins earned 
a playoff spot. Going 
into last week, they 
were just looking to get 
the fourth seed. How-
ever, when the night 
concluded, Social Cir-
cle jumped Commerce, 
thanks to the tiebreaker, 
to claim the No. 3 seed 

 See READY, A7
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Your Name: _____________________________  Phone #: ____________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Mail this whole page to The Covington News, P.O. Box 1249, Covington, GA 30015 or bring it 
to us at 1166 Usher Street, Covington. We’re open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Dropbox 
available after hours.

Write in your favorites from Newton County in the various categories below. You may complete just one category, a few categories or all of them. 
Your choices will be tallied and results published in January 2022 in The Covington News as part of the special “Best of Newton” magazine. All entries 
are due by 5 p.m., November 9, 2021. These entries will be entered in a random drawing for $100 first prize and $50 second prize. Entries received 
after 5 p.m., November 9, 2021 will not be counted and will not be entered in the drawing.

COMMUNITY:

Charity Event __________________________

Church________________________________

Civic Club _____________________________

Community Event _______________________

Nonprofit Organization __________________

______________________________________

Park __________________________________

Place to Volunteer ______________________

Summer Camp _________________________

AUTO & TRANSPORTATION:

Auto Body Shop ________________________

Auto Repair & Service ____________________

Car Wash ______________________________

Dealership Service ______________________

Heavy Equipment & Tractor _______________

______________________________________

New Car Dealership _____________________

Oil Change & Quick Lube _________________

______________________________________

Tire Store ______________________________

Towing Service _________________________

Used Car Dealership _____________________

EDUCATION:

College/University ______________________

Elementary School ______________________

High School ___________________________

Middle School __________________________

Pre-school _____________________________

Private School __________________________

School Administrator ____________________

School Teacher _________________________

MEDICAL:

Audiologist ____________________________

Cardiologist ___________________________

Children’s Dentist _______________________

Chiropractor ___________________________

Dentistry/Cosmetic Dentistry _____________

______________________________________

Dermatologist __________________________

Ear, Nose and Throat _____________________

Family Practice _________________________

Hearing Aid Center ______________________

Imaging Services _______________________

Internal Medicine _______________________

Lasik Surgery __________________________

Obstetrics & Gynecology _________________

______________________________________

Occupational Therapist __________________

______________________________________

Optometrist ___________________________

Oral Surgeon ___________________________

Orthodontics __________________________

Orthopedist ___________________________

Outpatient Surgery _____________________

Pediatrics _____________________________

Physical Therapist _______________________

Podiatrist ______________________________

Vein Specialist __________________________

PROFESSIONALS:

Bankruptcy Attorney ____________________

Civil Attorney __________________________

Contractor/Remodeler ___________________

Criminal Attorney _______________________

Electrical Contractor _____________________

Estate Planning Attorney _________________

Family Law Attorney _____________________

Insurance Agent ________________________

Personal Injury Attorney _________________

Pet Groomer ___________________________

Photographer __________________________

Plumber ______________________________

Real Estate Agent _______________________

Real Estate Closing Attorney ______________

______________________________________

Travel Agent ___________________________

Veterinarian ___________________________

BUSINESS:

Accounting/Tax Prep ____________________

Air & Heating Service ____________________

Appliance Store ________________________

Art Gallery _____________________________

Assisted Living Community _______________

______________________________________

Bail Bond Company _____________________

Bank _________________________________

Banquet Facilities _______________________

Barber Shop ___________________________

Beauty Salon ___________________________

Boutique ______________________________

Bridal Shop ____________________________

Carpet/Flooring Store____________________

Carpet Cleaning ________________________

Catering ______________________________

Child Care Center _______________________

Commercial Real Estate Company __________

______________________________________

Computer Repair _______________________

Dance Studio __________________________

Day Spa _______________________________

Dog Trainer ____________________________

Dry Cleaners ___________________________

Electric/Gas Providers ____________________

Event Venue ___________________________

Financial Advisement ____________________

Fitness Center/Gym _____________________

Floral Arrangements _____________________

Funeral Home __________________________

Furniture Store _________________________

Golf Course ____________________________

Grading and Hauling ____________________

Grocery Store __________________________

Gun Store _____________________________

Hardware Store _________________________

Health Food Store _______________________

Hotel _________________________________

Insurance Company _____________________

Investment Company ____________________

Jewelry Store __________________________

Landscaping ___________________________

Massage ______________________________

Mattress Store __________________________

Mortgage Lender _______________________

Music Store ____________________________

Nail Salon _____________________________

Package Store __________________________

Pawn Shop ____________________________

Pest Control ___________________________

Pet Daycare Center ______________________

Pet Hospital ____________________________

Pet Store ______________________________

Pharmacy _____________________________

Pressure Washing _______________________

Printing and Graphics ____________________

Real Estate Company ____________________

Retail Gift Shop _________________________

Retail Services __________________________

Roofing Contractor ______________________

Security Company ______________________

Self Storage Facility _____________________

Senior Care ____________________________

Septic Services _________________________

Spa Services ___________________________

Sporting Goods Retail ___________________

Tanning Salon __________________________

Temp Agency __________________________

Thrift Store ____________________________

Tool/Equipment Rental __________________

Travel Agency __________________________

FOOD & BEVERAGE:

Bar ___________________________________

Barbeque _____________________________

Breakfast ______________________________

Burger ________________________________

Cakes _________________________________

Coffee Shop ___________________________

Deli __________________________________

Desserts ______________________________

Family Restaurant _______________________

Fast Food ______________________________

Ice Cream _____________________________

Pizza _________________________________

Sandwiches ____________________________

Seafood _______________________________

Steak _________________________________

Sushi _________________________________

Wings ________________________________

WIN $50-$100
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USDA Select Beef

T-Bone
Steak

$$777575
  LB.LB.

From Our Dairy Case!

89 Ounce 
Tropicana  

Orange Juice

$$553939

13.51-16.5 Ounce
Pillsbury Ready to Bake 

Cookies/Brownies

$$225757

24 Ounce
Daisy

Sour Cream

$$222525

16 Ounce
Imperial Spread

Quarters

8080¢¢

Stock Up On Freezer Favorites!

OUR COST OUR COST PLUS 10%PLUS 10%
ADDED AT REGISTER!ADDED AT REGISTER!

*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES

Food DepotFood Depot
Please visit our website at www.fooddepot.com

Download the Food Depot App for digital
coupons and in-store promotions!

COVINGTON: 6169 Highway 278 COVINGTON: 6169 Highway 278 
Covington Crossing Shopping CenterCovington Crossing Shopping Center

CONYERS: 2300 Salem RoadCONYERS: 2300 Salem Road
CONYERS: 3530 GA 20 CONYERS: 3530 GA 20 

Honey Creek Village Shopping Center Honey Creek Village Shopping Center 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! MONDAY-SUNDAY 7am-OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! MONDAY-SUNDAY 7am-110pm0pm

USDA Inspected, 
Fresh, Bone-In

Pork Crown 
Roast

$$334949
  LB.LB.

Smoked 

Sugardale 
Center Cut 

Ham Steaks

$$119898
  LB.LB.

USDA Inspected,  
10-16 Pound Average 

Frozen  
Hen Turkey

6969¢¢
  LB.LB.

Food Depot
Watch Your $avings Grow!

*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES

OUR COST OUR COST PLUS 10%PLUS 10% ADDED AT ADDED AT 
REGISTER!REGISTER!

OFFERS GOOD NOVEMBER 8TH–NOVEMBER 14TH, 2021
QUANTITY RIGHTS RESERVED. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL OR PICTORIAL ERRORS. 

Great Quality Brands!

Low Prices — Name Brand Meats

Farm Fresh Produce

25.5-36 Ounce
Edwards Gourmet  
Pies/Family Pies

8 Ounce
Cool Whip  

Whipped Topping

$$552020 9797¢¢

22-28 Ounce
PictSweet Clear Bag 

Vegetables

24-28 Ounce
Idaho

French Fries

$$221818 $$118888

Roma Tomatoes

$$116969
  LB.LB.

Florida Oranges

4/4/$$110000
  EA.EA.

Green Cabbage

7979¢¢
  LB.LB.

Turnip and Mustard Greens

2/2/$$119999
  EA.EA.

Fresh

Claxton 
Whole Frying 

Chicken

9898¢¢
  LB.LB.

16 Ounce 
McEver’s
Red Hots

$$115858
  EA.EA.

16 Ounce
Jamestown 

Sliced  
Bacon

$$229595
  EA.EA.

Fully Cooked
Sugardale 
or Vernon 

Manor  
Spiral 

Sliced Ham

$$119898
  LB.LB.

27 Ounce,  
Hot or Mild

Swaggerty’s 
Sausage 
Patties

$$551818
  EA.EA.

Large Florida Avocados

$$223939
  EA.EA.

24 Ounce
Sunset Farms 
Thick Sliced 

Smoked 
Bacon

$$667878
  EA.EA.

16 Ounce, Jumbo 
or Bun Length

Bar-S
Franks

$$112424
  EA.EA.

USDA Select Beef, 
Boneless

Shoulder 
Roast

$$447878
  LB.LB.

14-16 Ounce

Kraft Salad 
Dressing

$$113737

4 Ounce

Idahoan 
Instant 

Potatoes

9292¢¢

28 Ounce

Ajax
Dish Liquid

$$114747

14.5 Ounce

Hunt’s
Tomatoes

9292¢¢

6-10.5 Ounce

Little Debbie 
Holiday  

Family Packs

$$114747

7.9-15.55 Ounce, 
Regular, Thins or 
Fudge Covered

Nabisco Oreo

$$229999

16 Ounce, Assorted

Bush’s
Beans

8080¢¢

18 Count

Frito-Lay’s
Multipack

$$777979

32 Ounce

Mahatma 
Brown or 

White Rice

$$114646

4 Pound

Dixie Crystals
Sugar

$$223737

6 Pack, .5 Liter Bottles 
or 7.5 Ounce Cans

Coca-Cola 
Products

5/5/$$11110000

1.5 Liter

LIQS
Cocktails

$$11119999

2 Liter

Coca-Cola
Products

4/4/$$550000

6 Pack

Angry
Orchard

$$882929

1.5 Liter

Foxhorn 
Vineyards

Wine

$$555959

5 Pound Bag

Food Depot Russet Potatoes

$$228989
  BG.BG.

Pint

Blueberries

$$223939
  EA.EA.

Pint

Grape Tomatoes

$$222929
  EA.EA.

5 Ounce Bag

Fresh Express 
Baby Spinach 
or Spring Mix 

Salad

$$332929
  BG.BG.
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We Accept EBT Cards, Debit Cards and Credit Cards (Visa, MasterCard, American Express & Discover).
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CORRECT ANY TYPOGRAPHICAL OR PICTORIAL ERRORS. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. NONE SOLD TO DEALERS. 

1261 North Cherokee Road • Social Circle, GA • 770-464-0040
Visit Our Ad Online @ www.covnews.com

Freshway Market
Online Grocery Shopping Available at www.freshwaymarketsocialcirclega.com

Social  
Circle City 
Schools 

Round-Up  
Program*

Over $114,159  
Raised to Date!

*Ask Cashier for  
Details

Store Hours: 7 Days 8am–10pm • No Rainchecks
This Ad Good Wednesday, November 10th thru Tuesday, November 16th, 2021

Wed
10

Thur
11

Fri
12

Sat
13

Sun
14

Mon
15

Tues
16

5 Pound5 Pound

White Lily White Lily 
Flour or Flour or 

Corn MealCorn Meal

2/2/$$5.005.00

14.5 Ounce14.5 Ounce

Sweet SueSweet Sue
Chicken BrothChicken Broth

69¢69¢
10.75 Ounce,  10.75 Ounce,  

Chicken or Mushroom,   Chicken or Mushroom,   
Regular OnlyRegular Only

Campbell’s Campbell’s 
Cream SoupsCream Soups

5/5/$$5.005.00

16 Ounce16 Ounce

Mt. Olive Mt. Olive 
Sweet Salad Sweet Salad 

CubesCubes

2/2/$$5.005.00

14.75 Ounce14.75 Ounce

Pink Beauty Pink Beauty 
or Black Top or Black Top 
Pink SalmonPink Salmon

$$2.992.99

12 Ounce12 Ounce

Carnation Carnation 
Evaporated Evaporated 

MilkMilk

2/2/$$3.003.00
20 Ounce20 Ounce

Hunt’sHunt’s
KetchupKetchup

99¢99¢
PintPint

Mayfield Mayfield 
Dairy Farms Dairy Farms 
Ice CreamIce Cream

4/4/$$5.005.00
CAB Choice,  CAB Choice,  
Family PackFamily Pack

T-BoneT-Bone
SteakSteak

$$8.998.99LB.LB.

14 Ounce14 Ounce

SwansonSwanson
Chicken BrothChicken Broth

69¢69¢

10 Ounce10 Ounce

KraftKraft
Jet-Puffed Mini Jet-Puffed Mini 
MarshmallowsMarshmallows

5/5/$$5.005.00

32 Ounce32 Ounce

Swanson Swanson 
Aseptic Aseptic 

Chicken BrothChicken Broth

2/2/$$5.005.00
16 Pound16 Pound

KingsfordKingsford
CharcoalCharcoal

$$9.999.99
52 Ounce, NFC52 Ounce, NFC

Food ClubFood Club
Orange JuiceOrange Juice

2/2/$$6.006.00
8 Ounce8 Ounce

Food ClubFood Club
Cream Cream 
CheeseCheese

4/4/$$5.005.00

12 Pack12 Pack

HotHot
PocketsPockets

$$10.9910.99

10 Ounce,  10 Ounce,  
Regular or Deep DishRegular or Deep Dish

Food ClubFood Club
Pie ShellsPie Shells

3/3/$$5.005.00

8 Ounce8 Ounce

Food ClubFood Club
Sour CreamSour Cream

89¢89¢

Homestyle or MustardHomestyle or Mustard

Reser’s Reser’s 
Potato SaladPotato Salad

$$1.991.99LB.LB.

Reser’s Reser’s 
Macaroni Macaroni 

SaladSalad

$$1.991.99LB.LB.

9 Ounce,  9 Ounce,  
American or ItalianAmerican or Italian

Fresh Fresh 
Express Express 

Salad MixSalad Mix

2/2/$$5.005.00

Shank Portion 

Cook’s Ham
$$1.591.59LB.LB.

Family Pack, Boneless 

Chicken
Breast

$$2.992.99LB.LB.

Jennie-O
Turkeys

99¢99¢LB.LB.
Limit 1. Additional Qty. $1.19LB.

Butt Portion 
Cook’s Ham...$$1.791.79LBLB

2 Pack, Vacuum Packed 

Boston
Butt

$$1.491.49LB.LB.
48 Ounce48 Ounce

Wesson Wesson 
Vegetable or Vegetable or 
Canola OilCanola Oil

2/2/$$6.006.00

6 Pack, 1/2 Liters, Assorted6 Pack, 1/2 Liters, Assorted

Coca-ColaCoca-Cola
ProductsProducts

4/4/$$11.0011.00

Red, Gala or  Red, Gala or  
Granny SmithGranny Smith

WashingtonWashington
State State 

ApplesApples

99¢99¢LB.LB.

Red or WhiteRed or White

GrapesGrapes

$$1.991.99LB.LB.

Yellow 
or Fancy 
Zucchini 
Squash

$1.69LB.

Single PackSingle Pack

Boston  Boston  
ButtButt

$$1.691.69LB.LB.

Boston ButtBoston Butt
Pork RoastPork Roast

$$1.991.99LB.LB.

USDA Select,  USDA Select,  
Family PackFamily Pack

T-BoneT-Bone
SteakSteak

$$6.996.99LB.LB.

CAB ChoiceCAB Choice

ChuckChuck
RoastRoast

$$5.995.99LB.LB.

CAB, Family PackCAB, Family Pack

PremiumPremium
Ground Ground 
ChuckChuck

$$5.995.99LB.LB.

Family PackFamily Pack

Western Western 
StyleStyle
RibsRibs

$$1.991.99LB.LB.

Family PackFamily Pack

PorkPork
SteakSteak

$$1.991.99LB.LB.

Fresh, 1 PoundFresh, 1 Pound

ImportedImported
AsparagusAsparagus

$$2.992.99
FreshFresh

GreenGreen
CabbageCabbage

69¢69¢LB.LB.

Florida Florida 
Navel Navel 

OrangesOranges

59¢59¢EA.EA.

Super  Super  
Select Select 

CucumbersCucumbers

59¢59¢EA.EA.

FreshFresh

California California 
CeleryCelery

$$1.691.69EA.EA.

FreshFresh

Broccoli Broccoli 
FloretsFlorets

$$2.992.99LB.LB.

10 Pound Bag10 Pound Bag

IdahoIdaho
PotatoesPotatoes

$4.99
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Take the Natural Path 
to Health & Wellness

• Whole Food Vitamins & Minerals
• Whole Body Cleansers & Detoxifiers

• Natural Sweeteners • Personal Care Items
• Herbal Teas • Essential Oils

Professional & Knowledgeable Staff

We are committed to providing the highest quality 
services and products available including Nature’s 

Sunshine and Nature’s Plus for children.

Natural
Path

NUTRITION CENTER
3144 Hwy. 278 NW

Covington
(Kroger Shopping Ctr)

770-787-3400
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm

Sat 10am-4pm

2133 Hwy. 20 SE
Suite 250
Conyers

(Publix Plaza)

770-760-0433
Mon-Wed 9am-6pm

Thurs-Sat 9am-7pm

Family Owned & Operated

Home of the Free,
Because of
the Brave!

/ Since 1893 \

J.C. Harwell & Son
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CHAPEL

2157 East Street SE • Covington, GA 30014
770-786-2524

Tommy and Mary Evelyn Davis
A Traditional Funeral Home Offering:

Traditional Funeral Services,
Cremation and Pre-Need Arrangements

This Veteran’s Day, 
we salute the heroes of 
our Armed Forces past 
and present for their 

courage and dedication 
to our country.

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — Edward Artis 
Standard was born and 
raised on the Salem 
Campground off Salem 
Road in Newton Coun-
ty. Standard grew up 
as one of nine children 
with him being the last 
one living. 

He later graduated 
from Covington High 
School where he met 
his wife, Betty, during 
his senior year. 

Less than a year 
after their high school 
graduation, Artis and 
Betty Standard were 
married Aug. 26, 1950. 
Currently, they happily 
reside in Covington 
after living in Oxford 
for a short while. 

Standard considers 
this area “his home.” 

While that is the case, 
Standard left home 
when he enlisted in the 
Navy shortly after his 
wedding to battle in the 
Korean War. 

At 19 years old, 
Standard went to San 
Diego, California, for 
basic training. Then, he 
went to the war from 
1951 to 1955. 

For the first two 
years, Standard was 
assigned to the Com-
mander Naval Forces 
for the Far East in 
Tokyo, Japan. Standard 
served as a cryptog-
rapher encoding and 
decoding top secret 
messages. The latter 
two years were spent 
on a ship named the 
U.S.S. Noble. 

Aboard the U.S.S. 
Noble, Standard helped 
evacuate the Inchon 

Islands while Mrs. 
Standard was giving 
birth to their first born 
son back in San Diego. 

Though it was a crazy 
scene most days during 
his service, Standard 
highlighted how he 
relished his time in the 
Navy. 

“It was a privilege as 
far as I was concerned,” 
Standard said. “It was 
something I felt like 
I needed to do and I 
wanted to do. That’s the 
reason I joined.” 

As a result of his ser-

vice, Standard received 
multiple medals. Gov. 
Brian Kemp presented 
Standard a Certificate 
of Honor for his time 
in the Navy. One of the 
highest honors Stan-
dard received was the 
Ambassador for Peace 
medal the Republic of 
Korea awarded him. 

Standard’s service 
continued his family 
legacy of being military 
members. 

He had three old-
er brothers who also 
served. One served 

in the Navy while the 
other two served in the 
Army during World 
War II. 

According to Mrs. 
Standard, her husband 
holds his time in the 
Navy in high regard. 

“He’s got a sign in 
the front yard that says 
‘U.S. Veteran,’” Mrs. 
Standard said. “He 
buys shirts, he’s got a 
ring that’s a Navy ring. 
He’s very proud of 
being a veteran.” 

Standard shares his 
pride with fellow ser-

vicemen that he stays in 
contact with to this day. 

As a matter of fact, 
the Standards graduated 
high school with Har-
vey Black who joined 
the Navy with Standard 
himself. 

Their relationship 
was close to Standard’s 
heart. 

“We worked togeth-
er and went to school 
together,” Standard 
recalled. “We stayed 
together the whole time 
over there.” 

Additionally, Stan-

dard met people from 
Oklahoma and Ken-
tucky. He actually 
stays in contact with 
the fellow serviceman 
from Kentucky. The 
Standards would meet 
with them once a year 
prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

After being dis-
charged from the 
military, Standard 
began working with the 
Southern Bell Compa-
ny which later became 

Standard reminisces on service during Korean War

		  Phillip B. Hubbard | The Covington News
Artis Standard, of Covington, gazes with pride upon his collection of medals and photos from his time in the Navy during the Korean War. Standard 
was only 19 years old when he joined the military. He completed basic training in San Diego, California, before being sent to war from 1951-1955.

 See STANDARD, V4
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NITRO 2 GONITRO 2 GO
B E V E R A G E SB E V E R A G E S
Spirits, Wine and Beer

GREAT Prices

LARGEST SELECTION SE OF ATLANTALARGEST SELECTION SE OF ATLANTA
DRIVE THRUDRIVE THRU

BEAUTIFUL, CLEAN, MUSEUM FEELBEAUTIFUL, CLEAN, MUSEUM FEEL
AMERICAN OWNEDAMERICAN OWNED

Serving counties Lake Oconee, Rockdale, Newton
9135 Dr M L King Jr Ave • Covington, GA 30014

470-205-3600
9-8 Monday through Thursday • 9-9 Friday and Saturday

12:30-6:30 Sunday

NITRO
2 GO

H

For over 102 years, Ramsey Furniture has been home to the 
Covington area’s largest selection of home furnishings.  Whether 
you are searching for traditional, casual, or more contemporary 
designs, we have over 30,000 square feet of affordable furniture that 
fits your lifestyle.  Browse at your own pace, or allow us to provide 
you with personal shopping assistance.  When you walk through 
our doors, you will feel right at home.  Our helpful staff will listen 
to your individual vision and help make it a reality.  Everyday low 
prices and rapid delivery will save you time and money.  We even 
offer interest-free financing for up to 12 months through Synchrony 
Bank.   As a family-owned and locally-operated business since 1919, 
we proudly provide quality furniture at exceptional pricing that 
the Ramsey family is known for.

TONY RAMSEY

Quality Brands You Deserve!
• Vaughan-Bassett • Liberty • La-Z-Boy • Riverside • Temple & More

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Closed Sunday & Monday 

1145 Clark Street • Covington
(Located near the Newton Co. Courthouse)

www.ramseyfurniturecompany.com
4th Generation of the Ramsey Family to Serve You!

Like us on

ULTRA COMFORT LIFT CHAIRS

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— The Vietnam War’s 
ending anniversary is 
nearing the 50-year 
mark. For some Vet-
erans who served, it 
seems like it was just 
yesterday. For others, 
however, it’s a distant 
memory. 

Roger Tingler served 
in the Army during the 
Vietnam War era.  He 
had just dropped out 
of college for a quarter 
at 18 years old when 
“Uncle Sam said ‘We 
need you boy.’” 

Now, nearly 50 years 
removed from return-
ing home, Tingler 
said he doesn’t really 
think about his time in 
service. 

“It just seems like a 
dream that happened 
some time back,” 
Tingler said. “ In fact, 
I’ve put it so far back 
in my mind that I can’t 
remember people’s 
names. I don’t think 
you can dwell on it 
every day. You’ll drive 
yourself crazy if you 
do.” 

Tingler said his dad, 
who served in World 
War II, was the same 
way. 

Be that as it may, 
Tingler’s pride for serv-
ing his country hasn’t 
wavered in the least. 

His three-year ten-
ure in the Army began 
with basic training at 
Fort Gordon in Augus-
ta. Tingler was then 
relocated to Robins Air 
Force base in Marietta 
for a few months before 
moving to Fort Ben-
ning, near Columbus, at 
the Ranger’s school.  

When he went over to 
Vietnam, Tingler was a 
gunner on a helicopter 
where he saw a lot of 
action. 

Tingler recalled his 
experience that includ-
ed the “worst day and 
best day” of his life. 

The worst day was 
when one of his fellow 
gunners was killed. 

“I carried my gunner 
on the other side of 
the helicopter dead,” 
Tingler said. “He had 
just got a telegram 24 
hours before saying he 
had a son born. It was a 
bad day.” 

The best day, Tin-
gler said, was when he 
received news that he 
was coming home. 

Though he was 
excited to return home, 
Tingler remembers 
coming back amid all 
the Vietnam War pro-
tests during that time. 
That made for quite a 
hectic arrival. 

But it wasn’t for his 
return to his Covington, 
Virginia, home. 

“Now, when I got 
home, people didn’t 

treat me like that in a 
small town,” Tingler 
said. “It was just in the 
big cities where they 
were protesting so 
much. I got welcomed 
home with my friends 
and family when I got 
to Virginia.” 

It didn’t take long 
for Tingler to make his 
way back to Georgia. 

After his stint with 
the Army, Tingler be-
gan working for Hercu-
les that relocated him to 
Covington, Georgia. 

Upon moving here, 
Tingler married his 
wife, Tootles. They 
have two adult children 
and now have four 
grandchildren. He had 
previously served on 
the Covington City 
Council for 20 years. 

Though his time with 
the Army had conclud-

ed, Tingler has still 
dedicated his life to 
helping veterans. He’s 
done so mainly through 
the American Legion, 
which he’s been a part 
of for 48 years. 

Tingler has served in 
almost every office on 
the local, district and 
state levels. In 1999, 
he was elected Nation-
al Vice Commander 
where Tingler would 
go across the country to 
different posts giving 
speeches. 

Mainly going to 

Washington, D.C, Tin-
gler would talk to con-
gressmen and senators 
advocating for veterans’ 
rights.

Doing this is con-
sidered a “have to” for 
Tingler. 

“We have very few 
people now in politics 
that were in the military 
or know anything about 
the military,” Tingler 
said. “I was looking 
through one of the 
history books with my 
grandkids. Nothing in 
there about World War 

II, Vietnam or Korea. 
All the hundreds of 
thousands of people 
who got killed to give 
them an opportunity 
to go to school and the 
schools don’t teach 
it anymore about the 
history of how we got 
here.”

The Vietnam War 
lasted for 20 years from 
Nov. 1, 1955, to April 
30, 1975. The United 
States of America en-
tered the war in March 
of 1965 when President 
Lyndon B. Johnson 
began Operation Roll-
ing Thunder. President 
Richard Nixon, in 
1969, began slowly re-
moving US troops from 
the war. 

Later on Jan. 27, 
1973, Nixon signed the 
Paris Peace Accords 
that ended the US’s 
direct involvement in 
Vietnam. 

When the war con-
cluded, an estimated 
58,220 Americans died 
in combat. 

Now, looking back 
on his time of service, 
Tingler stressed how 
gratifying it was to 
serve his country at a 
time when the United 
States needed it most. 

According to Tingler, 
he “answered the call” 
just like his dad and 
other friends did. 

“I’m proud,” Tingler 
said. “I am proud to 
stand up and say ‘I’m 
a veteran of the United 
States Army’ and serve 
my country. I think it’s 
made my family proud 
and I think it’s made 
me a better person.”

Tingler remembers ‘dream’ of serving in Vietnam

		  Contributed Photo
Roger Tingler, pictured with his wife Tootles, served in the Army for three years during the Vietnam War. Nearly 50 
years later, Tingler said his time in nservice seems like a dream.

American infan-
trymen crowd into 
a mud-filled bomb 
crater and look up 
at tall jungle trees 
seeking out Viet 
Cong snipers firing 
at them during a 
battle in Phuoc 
Vinh, north-north-
east of Saigon in 
Vietnam’s War 
Zone D, June 15, 
1967.
Associated Press
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OAKS at 
ASHTON HILLS

STANDARD:
Continued from V2

AT&T. 
Standard attributed 

his experience as a 
cryptographer to his 
career there. 

Upon retirement, 
Standard became a 
lifetime Elk and joined 
the American Legion. 
He has also served for 
over 12 years on the 
planning and zoning 

committee for the City 
of Covington. 

Mrs. Standard ex-
pressed her pride in her 
husband for all he’s 
done. 

“He’s a person who 
gives of himself,” Betty 
Standard said. “So, 
that’s a big reason why 
he was in the Navy.” 

Standard’s efforts, 

along with the thou-
sands of others who 
served, helped in the 
Korean War. 

The Korean War 
began on June 25, 1950 
and lasted until July 27, 
1953. And, while some 
experts say the conflict 
never officially end-
ed, the United States 
signed the Korean Ar-

mistice Agreement that 
China and North Korea 
also signed. South Ko-
rea refused to sign so, 
therefore, the war was 
not deemed over. 

When the US with-
drew its troops from the 
Korean War, there were 
an estimated 40,000 
soldiers who died and 
over 100,000 who were 

wounded. 
Now, nearing his 

90th birthday, Standard 
reflects on his time 
serving in the Korean 
War. During his time 
in service, Standard 
explored other parts of 
the world. According to 
him, that was a real eye 
opener and makes him 
more appreciative of 

his country and remains 
proud to have served it. 

“I got to see a lot of 
the country,” Standard 
said. “I got to see how 
people in other parts of 
the world lived. And we 
got it made here in the 
United States compared 
to other places I’ve 
been to.”

		  Phillip B. Hubbard | The Covington News
Artis Standard owns a copy of a book written about the U.S.S. Noble (right) that includes a picture of the ship. Standard was a member of the C1 Division (left) aboard U.S.S. 
Noble that helped evacuate the Inchon Islands during the Korean War.

		  Phillip B. Hubbard | The Covington News
Artis Standard was awarded the Ambassador for Peace medal (left) from the Republic of Korea during his time of service in the Korean War. Pictured right, Standard and his wife 
of 71 years, Betty, stand inside their Covington home and hold a collection of pictures and medals he has kept from his time in the Navy.

• Assisted Living & Memory Care
• Family Owned & Operated

• Committed to a “Person-Centered Lifestyle”
• Serving with Faith, Knowledge, Compassion & Love

Honoring Our Veterans
Drive thru Veteran’s Day Cookout

Free to the community
November 11th 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

Oaks at Ashton Hills
10050 Eagle Drive • Covington, GA

770-886-4600

- Don Hetzner - Marine Corps
- Mike Carey - Marine Corps
- Robert Carter - Air Force
- Joseph Samples - Army 
- James White - Army
- Paul Little - Air Force
- Steve Seals - Marine Corps 
- James Harwell - Army

- William Lewis - Airforce 
- Roland Regan - Army 
- Robert Riser - Navy 
- Bonner Hawkins - National Guard 
- Ronald Roberson - Army National Guard 
- Bobby Stevens - Marine Corps 
- Arblee Bryant - Marine Corps
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HONORING ALL
VETERANS

Your sacrifices and your service are 
appreciated and admired. Thank you.

Aaron Malcolm 
CPD
Army

Alec Flowers 
CPD

Marines

Anderson Bailey
Public Works

Army

Anthony Walden
CPD
Navy

Danny Garner
CFD
Army

Deandre Cover
CPD

Marines

Don Floyd
City Council
Coast Guard

Eric Wood
CFD

Air Force

Gene Nuqui
CPD
Army

Jacqueline Dial
Human Resources

Army

Jesse Rollins
CFD
Navy

John Jernigan
Meter Reader

Army

John King
Asst. City Manager

Navy

Kenneth Morgan
City Council

Army

Kevin Summerville
CFD

Marines

Lee Harvey
Engineering

Army

Larry Manning
IT Dept.

Navy

Matt Cooper
CPD
Army

Robert Barber
Water/Sewer

Marines

Robert Leigh
Gas Dept.
Air Force

Slade McCullough
CPD
Army

Steve Swann
CPD
Army

Thomas Mason
Fleet Maintenance

Air Force

Walter Schreiber
CPD
Army

Wesley Couch
CPD

Marines

Woody Mullins
Electric Dept.

Air Force

And honoring our veterans at the 
City who serve our community in 
many departments & in many ways. 
We appreciate you.

Adler Piersaint
CPD
Army

Don Henderson
Warehouse

Air Force

Keith Waddell
CPD
Army

Rusty Anglin
Airport
Marines

Tracie Davis
Safety/Risk

Army

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

DAHLONEGA, 
Ga.— The Universi-
ty of North Georgia 
(UNG) is tied for the 
most Distinguished 
Military Graduates 
(DMG) among the 
nation’s six senior mili-
tary colleges for 2021-
22, with 32 selected. 
Nine of those rank in 
the top 10% of their 
ROTC class nationally.

Jarrett Dooley of 
Covington, was one of 
the DMG cadets.

DMGs are commis-
sioning cadets who 
finish in the top 20% 
of Army graduates on 
the national Order of 
Merit List by achieving 
superior grade-point 
averages, strong per-
formance in the Army 
Combat Fitness Test, 
and proving their worth 
as exceptional leaders 
in their college ROTC 
training.

“DMG designation 
is a testament to the 
dedication, hard work 
and success of these 

individuals, the Corps 
of Cadets teammates 
who supported and 
trained them, and the 
instructors and cadre 
who set the founda-
tion for leadership and 
excellence,” Col. Bryan 
Kirk, UNG’s professor 
of military science, 
said.

The nine UNG cadets 
who rank in the top 
10% out of more than 
6,700 cadets nationally 
are Ayomide Adekola, 
Justin Collado, Jordan 
Cook, Benjamin Dan-

ko, Henry Gale, Davis 
Isley, Ryan Jones, Alex 
Minton, and Benjamin 
Yetman.

Ten of UNG’s DMGs 
will commission as 
Army National Guard 
officers upon gradua-
tion.

“UNG is one of the 
main reasons that the 
Georgia National Guard 
is arguably the best in 
the nation,” Billy Wells, 
UNG senior vice presi-
dent for leadership and 
global engagement and 
a retired Army colonel, 

said. “We produce qual-
ity leaders, and they are 
rising to the top of the 
Georgia Guard leader-
ship.”

Positioned in the 
fastest-growing region 
of the state, the Univer-
sity of North Georgia 
comprises five campus-
es united by a single 
mission focused on ac-
ademic excellence and 
academic and co-cur-
ricular programs that 
develop students into 
leaders for a diverse 
and global society. The 

University of North 
Georgia is a Universi-
ty System of Georgia 
leadership institution 
and is The Military 
College of Georgia. 
With more than 20,000 
students, the University 
of North Georgia is one 
of the state’s largest 
public universities. The 
university offers more 
than 100 programs of 
study ranging from 
certificate and associate 
degrees to professional 
doctoral programs.

		  Peggy Cozart | University of North Georgia
UNG cadets Hayley Farmer, Ryan Jones and Ayomide Adekola have been named Distinguished Military Graduates. Jones and Adekola are among the top 10% nationally out of 
more than 6,700 cadets. Not pictured is Covington native Jarrett Dooley.

Covington native among distinguished military graduates



By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— “Disabled” can refer 
to more than physical 
injuries for membership 
in the local chapter of 
Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV).

In fact, the organi-
zation is open to “any 
man or woman, who 
was wounded, gassed, 
injured or disabled in 
the line of duty during 
time of war, while in 
the service of either the 
military or naval forces 
of the (U.S.), and who 
has not been dishon-
orably discharged or 
separated from such 
service, or who may 
still be in active service 
in the armed forces ...,” 
according to informa-
tion from the organiza-
tion.

Newton County resi-
dent Jeff Smith, a Navy 
veteran of the Vietnam 
War, is commander 
of Newton-Rockdale 
Chapter 55 of the DAV. 
He leads its monthly 
meetings on the second 
Saturday of the month 
at 2 p.m. at a confer-
ence room at the New-
ton County Sheriff’s 
Office headquarters on 
Alcovy Road.

Smith said members 
also meet at the main 
station of the Coving-
ton Fire Department 
on Pace Street near 
the Covington Square 
Wednesdays to offer 
their experience free of 
charge to help veterans 
maneuver through the 
paperwork needed to 
apply for benefits from 
the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

He said the DAV 
helps veterans with VA 
applications because 
the federal agency’s 
“information is terrible” 
and hard for the aver-
age veteran to under-
stand.

“Dealing with the VA 
can be a little difficult,” 
Smith said.

The local chapter, 
which boasts 400 
members, also offers a 
variety of free services 
in an effort to help area 
disabled veterans.

Its members provide 

free transportation to 
veterans needing rides 
to the VA Hospital 
in Decatur. In some 
instances, it will help 
a veteran with a utility 
bill, Smith said.

Chapter volunteers 
even helped renovate 
an elderly veteran’s 
bathroom to make it 
wheelchair accessible, 
he said.

“It’s a very active 
chapter,” Smith said.

Its main source of 
funds is direct do-
nations — which its 

members currently are 
seeking during business 
hours outside the Co-
nyers location of Gold-
en Corral restaurant.

The DAV also pro-
vides “a structure 
through which disabled 
veterans can express 
their compassion for 
their fellow veterans 
through a variety of 
volunteer programs.”

Smith said the DAV 
works to help any “vet-
eran in need” — from 
those still suffering the 
after-effects of expo-
sure to Agent Orange 
in Vietnam in the 1960s 
and ‘70s, to those suf-

fering from exposure 
to toxins from burn pits 
used for waste disposal 
at military sites in Iraq 
and Afghanistan 40 
years later.

He gave the exam-
ple of Navy veterans 
who may have suffered 
hearing loss from 
serving on an aircraft 
carrier’s extremely 
noisy flight deck during 
a time when ear protec-
tion was not commonly 
used.

According to Smith, 
who served a tour in 
Vietnam in 1968-69, 
said the organization 
works with Covington 

VA Clinic on Eagle 
Drive to help sick vet-
erans and those trying 
to avoid sickness by 
getting vaccinated, he 
said. DAV members 
made juice and crack-
ers available to veter-
ans who received the 
COVID vaccine from 
the clinic, he said.

Members also work 
to help some veter-
ans who suffer from 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), which 
is a mental health issue 
veterans can suffer 
from after experiencing 
a traumatic event like 
serving in combat or 
being assaulted.

Smith is retired from 
the material handling 
industry and moved to 
Georgia in the 1990s. 
He volunteered for the 
Navy and served four 
years, including two 
years in Vietnam where 
he developed PTSD.

He said mental health 
professionals can assist 
PTSD sufferers in some 
cases, but talking with 
other veterans who may 
also be suffering with 
it also can help, Smith 
said.

“Only veterans can 
understand a veteran’s 
situation,” he said.

The disorder affects 
from 11% to 20% of 
Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans, about 12% 
of Gulf War veterans, 
and 15% of Vietnam 
veterans, according to 
statistics from the DAV.

Smith said the local 
chapter is always seek-
ing new members. For 
more information, call 
678-313-7881 or visit 
http://www.davmem-
bersportal.org/chapters/
ga/55/default.aspx.

		  Special | Linda Jones
Newton-Rockdale DAV members use this van to transport veterans from Newton and 
Rockdale counties to the Atlanta VA Medical Center in Decatur for medical appoint-
ments. 
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6135 HWY 278 NE, COVINGTON
770-787-3505 • nudasales.com

Nu-Da Sales
Portable Storage Buildings

Serving You Since 1996

Chances are, you know someone who  
is or was in the military. Thank them  
this Veterans Day for their service.

We’ll Meet 
Your Storage 

Needs!

"This	nation	will	remain	the	land	of	the	free	

only	so	long	as	it	is	the	home	of	the	brave."

–	Elmer	Davis

You are true heroes, 
and we are forever grateful for your sacrifices.

(770)	786-7062 (770)	787-8314

DAV commander details how local group helps veterans

		  Special | Linda Jones
Raising the flag on the memorial flagpole for fellow Newton-Rockdale DAV member Bobby Huggins in 2020 are, from 
left, Jeff Smith, Joseph May and Morris Draper. 
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Veterans Day commem-
orates the hardworking 
men and women who 
sacrifice their time and put 
themselves in harm’s way 
to defend the country’s 
core values of freedom and 
opportunity. 

But while Veterans Day 
certainly is a chance to 
honor those who have 
donned the uniform during 
wars and military install-
ments, it also can be a 
chance to recognize the 
unsung heroes of wartime 
— those who step into 
roles so that soldiers and 
strategists can focus their 
attention elsewhere.

Take Naomi Parker Fra-
ley. In 1942, Fraley was 
a machine shop worker 
at the Naval Air Station 
in Alameda, California. 
She was one of scores of 
women who worked in 
factories and shipyards 
during World War II, 
helping produce muni-
tions and war supplies. 
Parker was 20 years old 
in 1942 and served as 
the inspiration for what 
would become one of the 
most indelible images of 
the era, known as “Ros-

ie the Riveter.” Parker 
unknowingly inspired the 
iconic image after she was 
photographed at work bent 
over an industrial machine 
in a jumpsuit with her hair 
tied back in a polka-dot 
bandana. In 2018, Naomi 
Parker Fraley died at the 
age of 96, not nearly the 
household name she per-
haps should have been.

Rosie the Riveter helped 
to tout the contributions 
of female war employ-
ees who were defending 
America by working on 
the homefront. Rosie was 
a successful morale-boost-
er, and some may be sur-
prised to learn that Rosie 
has various incarnations. 

Norman Rockwell’s 
depiction of a female 
riveter, which appeared on 
the cover of the Saturday 
Evening Post on May 29, 
1943, became an iconic 
staple of that time. Muscu-
lar, with a rivet gun on her 
lap, a sandwich in hand 
and a boot stomping on 
a copy of “Mein Kampf” 
— and timed perfectly to 
coincide with the release 
of a song called “Rosie the 
Riveter” by Redd Evans 
and John Jacob Loeb — 
Rosie became a household 

name. But another Rosie 
image actually predates 
Rockwell’s Post cover. 

Fraley was reportedly 
the inspiration for an ad 
created by a lesser known 
artist named J. Howard 
Miller. Miller produced a 
“We Can Do It!” poster 
for Westinghouse Electric 
in 1942 aimed at boosting 
spirits among the compa-
ny’s workers. The poster 
helped to recruit new 
female personnel, accord-
ing to scholar James J. 
Kimble. This Rosie was 
portrayed in a red bandana 
with her bent arm flexed, 
rolling up her shirtsleeve. 

Both Miller’s and 
Rockwell’s depictions of 
female war workers be-
came ingrained in popular 
culture. Rockwell’s cover 
art was eventually loaned 
to the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury for use in war 
bond drives for the dura-
tion of the war. Miller’s 
version has been emulated 
for generations and still 
epitomizes a strong female 
presence in the workforce.

Veterans Day is a prime 
time to delve into Amer-
ican wartime history, and 
pay homage to all of our 
nation’s heroes.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

United States mili-
tary personnel serve 
both domestically and 
abroad. Active-duty 
personnel are follow-
ing in the footsteps of 
retired veterans and 
protecting the freedoms 
of their fellow Ameri-
cans while also playing 
a vital role in protecting 
millions of non-Ameri-
cans across the globe. 

United States military 
personnel make myriad 
sacrifices every day. 
Recognition of those 
sacrifices is just one of 
the many ways Amer-
icans can show their 
appreciation for the 
military, even during 
the era of social dis-
tancing.

• Help a veteran. 
According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, as of 
2019 there were 17.4 
million military veter-
ans living in the United 
States. More than half 
of those veterans are 
65 or older. As difficult 
as social distancing 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic has proven 
for everyone, perhaps 

no group has sacri-
ficed more than men 
and women over 65, 
millions of whom have 
been separated from 
their families. Aging 
men and women spent 
a year or more isolat-
ed at home to protect 
themselves from a 
virus that public health 
officials acknowledged 
was especially lethal to 
people over 65. Adults 
who want to show their 
appreciation for mili-
tary veterans can reach 
out to local veterans’ 
organizations and offer 
to lend a hand. Such 
organizations may be 
delivering meals to 
vulnerable veterans, 
driving veterans to ap-
pointments to see their 
doctors or get vaccinat-
ed or organizing events 
for veterans who have 
already been vaccinat-
ed. Pitching in to help 
with such efforts is a 
great way to show vet-
erans their efforts are 
still appreciated, even if 
it’s been decades since 
they last served.

• Help a military 
family. Data from the 
Office of the Undersec-

retary of Defense in-
dicates that there were 
roughly 1.3 million ac-
tive-duty military per-
sonnel in 2018. Many 
of those service mem-
bers serve overseas 
for months at a time. 
Their families back 
home can use a helping 
hand even in the best of 
times, but they might 
be especially needy 
while confronting the 
pandemic. Though 
vaccination projections 
suggest hundreds of 
millions of Americans 
will be fully vaccinated 
by mid-summer, in the 
meantime neighbors 
can help local military 
families handle life at 
home. Invite a local 
military family over for 
a weekly meal, offer 
to take kids to a sports 
practice if it’s safe to 
do so or help out with 
chores like mowing the 
lawn or washing the 
car.

• Donate to charities 
that serve the mili-
tary. Adults who have 
not been vaccinated 
and are hesitant to be 
around others can still 
show their appreciation 

for military service 
members. Various 
organizations help both 
active-duty military and 
veterans, and donating 
to such charities can 
be a great way to help 
an excellent cause. If 
you’re unsure about 

which organization to 
support, visit Charity 
Navigator at chari-
tynavigator.org. Charity 
Navigator evaluates 
hundreds of thousands 
of charitable organi-
zations and can be an 
invaluable resource for 

prospective donors.
Veterans and active 

military personnel de-
serve support. There are 
various ways for people 
to express that support, 
even as the world con-
tinues to confront the 
pandemic.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

To all the men and women who have served our country in times 
of peace and war, we say thank you. We salute your courage and 

commitment to the preservation of freedom for one and all.

www.newtonsheriffga.org
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Follow us on 
Social Media!

Your pet is part of your family…

SERVING 6 COUNTIES

Wheeler PETuary
www.wheelerpetuary.com

78 Chamisa Rd, Covington, GA 30016

470-205-3000

Our Family Serving Yours

A Proud Contributor to Our Local Humane Society

OUR MISSION:
To provide gentle and dignified cremation services 

for the beloved pets you entrust us to.

		  Special to The Covington News
Rosie the Riveter helped to tout the contributions of female war employees 
who were defending America by working on the homefront.

Honoring all heroes this Veterans Day

Ways to show appreciation for military members in unique time
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UNITED BANK PROUDLY 
SALUTES THOSE WHO 
PROTECT OUR COUNTRY
ON VETERAN’S DAY

Thank
  You!

Thank  You for your Service, Justin!

FROM

RECOGNIZING OUR 
COVINGTON TEAM MEMBER, 
VETERAN JUSTIN MILLER
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770-922-5356 • ABOVEALLTREES.COM

$100.00 OFF
$1200 SERVICE OR MORE

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Present coupon AFTER quote and 
BEFORE job begins. Expires 11/30/21. CN. 

ABOVE ALL TREE SERVICE

Above AllAbove All
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE
770-922-5356770-922-5356

24 HR. 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 
AVAILABLE

• Large or Dangerous Tree Removal
• Articulating Loader to Protect Your Yard!
• Discounts Available (10 or more trees)

• Stump Grinding
• Drug Free Work Environment

• FREE ESTIMATES

Rated A+ by the  
Better Business  

Bureau

SERVING YOU SINCE 1999

NOW HIRING!

Oldest, Largest & 
Most Respected 

Family Owned 
Tree Service in 

the Area

Programs, events to celebrate veterans held across metro
STAFF REPORTS

news@covnews.com

As Veterans Day approaches, sev-
eral groups and organizations across 
the metro have coordinated a variety 
of programs to celebrate America’s 
war heroes.

In Covington, the local American 
Legion Post 32 will host its annu-
al Veterans Day program Thurs-
day, Nov. 11, starting at 11 a.m. at 
the Square. Guest speaker will be 
Rev. Don Martin, former pastor of 
Covington First United Methodist 
Church.

Just down the road in Conyers, a 
Veterans Day program will be held 
at the Walk of Heroes Veterans War 
Memorial, also on Thursday starting 
at 11 a.m. at the stage area of the 
memorial. The keynote speaker will 
be Commissioner Mike Roby of the 

Georgia Department of Veterans 
Service.

In Atlanta, a Veterans Day program 
will be held Thursday by the Atlan-
ta History Center in Veterans Park, 
located at the corner of West Paces 
Ferry Road and Slaton Drive. The 
event, which is free and open to the 
public, will feature speakers, music, 
and the opportunity to connect with 
other veterans and their families. 
Due to COVID-19 precautions, 
advanced registration is strongly 
encouraged.

The ceremony’s keynote speaker 
will be Colonel (Retired) Richard 
White, who is director/chairman of 
the board of the Georgia Military 
Veterans’ Hall of Fame. 

White enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Airborne Infantry as a private in 
1966. The Norcross native went 

on to serve 31 years, including 
24 months in combat in Vietnam. 
During his military career, he was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal 
for Valor, Combat Infantry Badge, 
Senior Aviator Wings, Ranger Tab, 
Special Forces Tab, and Master Para-
chutist Wings.

The theme of the Atlanta History 
Center’s 2021 celebration is centered 
around honoring veterans inducted in 
the Georgia Military Veterans’ Hall 
of Fame. The Georgia Military Vet-
erans’ Hall of Fame is a nonprofit 
organization that works to not only 
honor veterans but also educate 
younger generations about military 
heroes. Every November since 2013, 
up to 15 veterans from Georgia are 
inducted.

The 40th Annual Georgia Veterans 
Day Parade was slated for Saturday, 

Nov. 6, at The Battery in Atlanta, 
organized by the Georgia Veterans 
Day Association. Attendees were 
also able to view equipment displays 
from the National Infantry Museum. 
The event was scheduled to be held 
from 1-4:30 p.m.

On Sunday, Nov. 7, American 
Legion Post 201 in Alpharetta hosted 
its fifth annual Veterans Day Cruz-In. 
An eclectic mix of classic, vintage, 
off-road, muscle and modern vehi-
cles were on display. The event was 
free to participants and the public.  

Also on Sunday, Downtown Ma-
con was the site of the Blossoms and 
Bacon Veterans Day Parade. From 
4-6 p.m., attendees enjoyed march-
ing bands, military displays and cre-
ative floats honoring local veterans.

Special to The Covington News
In Atlanta, a Veterans Day program will be held Thursday by the Atlanta History Center in Veterans Park, located at the corner of West Paces Ferry Road and Slaton Drive. The 
event, which is free and open to the public, will feature speakers, music, and the opportunity to connect with other veterans and their families. The ceremony’s keynote speaker 
will be retired Col. Richard White, who is director/chairman of the board of the Georgia Military Veterans’ Hall of Fame. 
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NEWTON COUNTY CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT
1132 USHER STREET, SUITE 338, COVINGTON • 770-784-2035 • ALCOVYCIRCUIT.COM

A Tribute to Our Soldiers on Veteran’s Day

Today we honor  
the memories of
the brave American soldiers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for this country. Their 
courage, commitment and seflessness will 
always be remembered with gratitude. We 
will never forget that freedom is not free.

THE CLERK OF 
SUPERIOR COURT
Newton County, 

Georgia
Linda Hays

Five Georgia state parks, historic sites to visit on Veterans Day
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

news@covnews.com

Many of Georgia’s 
state parks and histor-
ic sites are home to 
remnants of forts and 
earthworks dating to 
the 17th century. 

At these special 
places, history doesn’t 
just live on plaques 
and markers; it literal-
ly comes alive during 
re-enactments held 
occasionally during the 
year. 

In honor of Veterans 
Day on Nov. 11, plan 
a trip to one of these 
five sites that highlight 
the history of Georgia’s 
earliest battles through 
the Gulf War. 

• Georgia Veteran’s 
State Park, Cordele — 
GaStateParks.org/Geor-
giaVeterans

For U.S. veterans, 
Georgia Veteran’s State 
Park can’t be missed, 
as it was established as 
a memorial specifically 
to them. Visit the park’s 
museum that features 
armored vehicles, 
uniforms, weapons, 
medals, and other items 
from the Revolutionary 
War through the Gulf 
War — including the 
Boeing B-29A aircraft.

• Fort King George 
Historic Site, Darien 
— GaStateParks.org/
FortKingGeorge

Tour the oldest 
English fort remain-
ing on Georgia’s coast 
at Fort King George, 
which was the southern 
outpost of the Brit-
ish Empire in North 
America from 1721 
until 1736. The on-site 
museum offers a film 
detailing the 18th and 

19th- century history 
of Fort King George, 
including Guale Indi-
ans, the Santo Domingo 
de Talaje mission, Fort 
King George, the Scots 
of Darien and 19th 
century sawmilling.

• Fort Morris His-
toric Site, Midway 
— GaStateParks.org/
FortMorris

In the late 1700s, the 
Continental Congress 
fortified barracks on 
the Medway River at 
Sunbury to protect the 
seaport from the Brit-
ish. When the British 
demanded the fort’s 
surrender on Nov. 25, 
1778, the defiant Col. 
John McIntosh replied, 

“Come and take it!” 
The British refused 
and withdrew back to 
Florida, but 45 days 
later, they returned with 
a superior force, and on 
Jan. 9, 1779, Fort Mor-
ris fell after a short but 
heavy bombardment. 
Stand within the earth-
work remains and view 
scenic Saint Catherine’s 
Sound. A museum and 
film describe the co-
lonial port of Sunbury 
and the site’s history.

• Fort McAllister 
State Park, Richmond 
Hill — GaStateParks.
org/FortMcAllister

Located south of 
Savannah on the banks 
of the Ogeechee River, 

Fort McAllister State 
Park showcases the 
best-preserved earth-
work fortification of the 
Confederacy. Despite 
being attacked seven 
times by Union iron-
clads, the fort didn’t 
fall until 1864 — end-
ing Gen. William T. 
Sherman’s “March to 
the Sea.” Explore the 
cannons, a furnace, 
bombproof, barracks, 
palisades and other re-
mains of the battlefield, 
and admire artifacts in 
the Civil War museum. 
This scenic state park 
includes cabins, camp-
ing, walking trails, and 
fishing piers.

• Pickett’s Mill 
Battlefield Historic 

Site, Dallas — GaState-
Parks.org/PickettsMill-
Battlefield

In May 1864, the 
Confederate troops at 
Pickett’s Mill fought 
for victory of the 
battlefield against the 
Federal Army, result-
ing in a week-delay of 
the Federal advance 
on Atlanta. Today, the 
Pickett’s Mill Battle-
field Historic Site is one 
of the best-preserved 
Civil War battlefields in 
the nation. Travel roads 
used by Federal and 
Confederate troops, see 
earthworks and walk 
through the same ravine 
where hundreds died. 
One of two original 
cannons used during 

this battle is now on 
display in the museum, 
on loan from Atlanta 
History Center. Stay 
overnight nearby at Red 
Top Mountain State 
Park’s new cabins or 
campground.

Veterans Day events 
– Nov. 11, 2021:

• Flag Retirement, 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., F.D. 
Roosevelt State Park, 
Pine Mountain

Visitors can bring 
used U.S. flags needing 
retiring to the park for a 
brief program. Meet at 
the Stone Amphitheater. 
Veterans with ID enjoy 
free boat rental for one 
hour. $5 parking. 706-
663-4858.

• Free Admission, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Hardman 
Farm Historic Site, 
Sautee Nacoochee

Veterans, military 
service members and 
their families enjoy free 
admission to Hardman 
Farm Historic Site. The 
last guided tour of the 
mansion will begin at 3 
p.m. 706-878-1077.

• Veterans Day 
Observance, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., Roosevelt’s Little 
White House Historic 
Site, Warm Springs

Receive a red poppy 
made by disabled vet-
erans in honor of those 
who are serving in our 
nation’s armed forces. 
Includes display by 
Jonnie Classen Melillo 
on the tradition of the 
poppy. $7-$10. 706-
655-5870.

Find more about 
Georgia State Parks 
& Historic Sites at 
GaStateParks.org/His-
tory. 

Special to The Covington News
Located south of Savannah on the banks of the Ogeechee River, Fort McAllister State Park showcases the best-pre-
served earthwork fortification of the Confederacy.

Special to The Covington News
Georgia Veteran’s State Park’s museum in Cordele features armored vehicles, uniforms, 
weapons, medals and other items from the Revolutionary War through the Gulf War.
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Covington
Post 32

Join us Thursday, 
November 11 at  

11am on the Square 
for our Veterans  
Day Ceremony.  

Rev., Don Martin, 
guest speaker.

We’re Better Together

How Veterans Day differs from Memorial Day
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

news@covnews.com

Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day each 
honor the military, 
though the two holi-
days are not the same. 
Memorial Day, which 
is celebrated annually 
on the last Monday in 
May, honors the brave 
men and women who 
lost their lives while 
serving in the American 
military. Many com-
munities host memorial 
ceremonies honoring 
their fallen soldiers on 
Memorial Day, ensur-
ing such soldiers’ brav-
ery and sacrifices are 
never forgotten. While 

many people now view 
Memorial Day week-
end as the unofficial 
start of summer, the 
weekend should not be 
celebrated without also 
pausing to reflect on 
and recognize the mili-
tary personnel who lost 
their lives in defense of 
freedom and the Ameri-
can way of life. 

Veterans Day is 
celebrated annually on 
Nov. 11 and recognizes 
all men and women 
who have served in the 
military. Veterans Day 
coincides with Re-
membrance Day, which 
is a celebrated by the 
Commonwealth of 

Nations, an association 
of 53 member states 
with connections to the 
British Empire. Though 
Veterans Day and 
Remembrance Day are 
each celebrated on Nov. 
11, the latter recognizes 
armed forces members 
who died in the line of 
duty, making it more 
similar to Memorial 
Day than Veterans Day. 
It’s not uncommon for 
people to recognize 
fallen soldiers on Veter-
ans Day, but many use 
the holiday to express 
their appreciation to 
existing veterans.
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Service members 
make numerous sac-
rifices in defense of 
their countries. While 
the debts to service 
members may never 
be the kind that can be 
repaid in full, paying 
tribute to veterans, 
on Veterans Day and 
throughout the year, 
can be a great way to 
show them just how 
much their efforts are 
appreciated. 

Veterans Day begins 
with Armistice Day
Veterans Day is a 

byproduct of the end 
of World War I, when 
Germany and the 
Allied Nations signed 
the Treaty of Versailles, 
formally ceasing 
fighting and establish-
ing terms of peace. 
On Nov. 11, 1919, the 
first anniversary of the 
signing of the treaty, 
the first Armistice 
Day events were held. 
Armistice Day was ini-
tially a legal holiday to 
honor the end of World 
War I only, states His-
tory.com. 

Congress passed a 
resolution in 1926 for 
an annual observance, 
and Nov. 11 became a 
national holiday start-
ing in 1938. However, 
in 1954, after the coun-
try had been embroiled 
in both World War II 
and the Korean War, 
Congress amended the 
Act of 1938 by renam-
ing the commemora-
tion “Veterans Day” to 
honor veterans of all 
wars.

Veterans Day in 
October?

According to Mili-
tary.com, for a short 

time, thanks to the 
Uniform Holiday 
Bill, which in 1968 
established three-day 
weekends for federal 
employees by celebrat-
ing national holidays 
on Mondays, Veteran’s 
Day was moved to 
the fourth Monday of 
October — the first 
being Oct. 25, 1971. 
However, many people 
did not agree with this 
decision, continuing 
to honor the holiday 
on the original date. In 
1975, President Gerald 
Ford signed a new law 
that returned Veterans 
Day to Nov. 11 begin-
ning in 1978. Since 
then, parades, memo-
rial events, volunteer 
efforts, and other 
celebrations revolving 
around veterans have 
been held on Nov. 11.

Veterans around the 
world

Many countries, 
including the Unit-
ed States, celebrate 
veterans on or near 
Nov. 11. America’s 
closest neighbor to the 
north, Canada, com-
memorates veterans 
on Remembrance Day 
(also Nov. 11), as does 
the United Kingdom. 
Britain also has Re-
membrance Sunday, 
which is the second 
Sunday of November. 
Remembrance Day 
also is called Poppy 
Day, when people of 
the Commonwealth 
member states wear 
a red poppy flower in 
honor of military mem-
bers who have died in 
the line of duty.

Paying tribute
There are various 

ways to honor veterans 
on Veterans Day and 
Remembrance Day. 
Federal government 
closings, education-
al efforts in schools, 
parades, and visits to 
military hospitals or 
cemeteries may take 
place. In Europe, it is 
common to observe 
two minutes of silence 
at 11 a.m. every No-
vember 11.

Veterans Day and its 
sister holidays mark 
the honoring of veter-
ans of all wars, with a 
particular focus on liv-
ing veterans. It is a day 
to celebrate the dedica-
tion and selflessness of 
hardworking military 
men and women.
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While some people 
join the military to 
honor family tradition, 
better themselves ahead 
of a civilian career or 
simply serve the coun-
try they love, choosing 
to enlist is a considered 
a big commitment as 
there are various re-
quirements.

Most people join the 
military by enlisting in 
one of its six branches, 
including the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, Marine Corps 
and Space Force. The 
requirements to join are 
similar for all branches. 
The main differenc-
es are in age limits, 
test scores and fitness 
levels. Men and women 
meet different fitness 
standards. Besides the 
requirements listed 
here, a branch may have 
other requirements.

Age Limits
You must be at least 

17 to enlist in any 
branch of the active 
military. The oldest 
you can be to enlist 
for active duty in each 
branch is:

• Coast Guard: 31
• Marines: 28
• Navy: 39
• Army: 35
• Air Force: 39
• Space Force: 39
Visit each service’s 

recruiting website for 
its part-time age limits.

Education and Testing
Anyone wishing to 

enlist must take the 
Armed Services Voca-
tional Aptitude Battery 
(ASVAB) test. The 
ASVAB has 10 sub-
tests.

• Scores on four of 
those make up the 
Armed Forces Quali-
fication Test (AFQT) 
score. This score deter-
mines which branch(es) 
one may join. Each 
branch has its own low-
est score for joining.

Scores on all 10 sub-
tests determine which 
job specialties you qual-
ify for.

One must have a 
high school diploma or 
a GED to enlist. The 
services accept only a 
small number of people 
with GEDs each year. 
You can increase your 
chances of qualifying 
with a GED by earning 
some college credits 
and scoring well on the 
Armed Forces Qualifi-
cation Test (AFQT).

Health and Fitness
You must pass a mil-

itary entrance medical 
exam. This includes a 
physical exam, hearing 
test, vision test, and 
height and weight mea-
surements.

Each service has 
its own physical re-
quirements and fitness 
standards. These de-
pend on the demands of 
its mission. Even within 
the same branch, some 
jobs have tougher or 
extra requirements.
Content from USA.gov.

Explore the history of Veterans Day

Metro Creative Services
Paying tribute to veterans, on Veteran’s Day and throughout the year, can be a great 
way to show them just how much their efforts are appreciated.

Things to consider if 
interested in military
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