
By BEAU EVANS
Capitol Beat News Service

Teachers, school staff and 
certain other vulnerable groups 
in Georgia will be eligible 
for the COVID-19 vaccine 
starting on 
March 8, Gov. 
Brian Kemp 
announced Feb. 
25.

Vaccines will 
be available for 
pre-K and K-12 
school teachers 
and staff, Kemp 
said. Georgia 
adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, as 
well as the parents of children 
who have complex medical 
conditions, will also be eligible 
on March 8.

Kemp traced his decision to 
expand vaccines to teachers on 
encouraging signs of increasing 
vaccine production from the 
Biden administration and the 
new Johnson & Johnson-brand 
vaccine that won high safety 
marks from the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration last week.

“Today, we will be taking 
another step to protect the most 
vulnerable and get Georgia 
back to normal,” Kemp said at 
a news conference Thursday.

Professors and staff at Geor-
gia colleges and universities 
will not be on the March 8 list 
of newly eligible vaccine re-
cipients since they are “dealing 
with an older population” of 
adult students who have more 
options to avoid infection than 
teachers of younger students in 
grades pre-K through 12, Kemp 
said.

The governor stressed he 
wants all Georgia public 
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DECATUR, Ga. — Newton County 
Sheriff Ezell Brown was among four 
sheriffs and a groundbreaking Georgia 
General Assembly secretary that U.S. 
Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Lithonia, rec-
ognized with Pioneer Awards for their 
service to Georgia’s 4th Congressio-
nal District — and their work to break 

down barriers and make history in 
the state — in honor of Black History 
Month.

“We are currently living in a pan-
demic, and we will not be able to host 
an in-person event, but that fact does 
not take away from the accomplish-
ments these pioneers have achieved,” 
Johnson said. 

“We will all continue to work to-

gether to carry the torch from honor-
ees like Pioneer Award recipient Mrs. 
Lillian Foston Walker, who has truly 
blazed a trail for us to follow.” 

Brown was Newton County’s first 
African-American sheriff and served 
in local law enforcement in Newton 
for more than 35 years before being 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Another data 
center is headed to Stanton Springs.

Bond documents for a major eco-
nomic development at the multi-coun-
ty industrial park show the issuance is 
strikingly similar to the one approved 
in 2018 for Facebook’s Newton Data 
Center, which was operating as Morn-

ing Hornet LLC at the time.
The Joint Development Authority of 

Jasper, Morgan, Newton and Walton 
Counties recently approved a $42 
billion bond to Baymare LLC on Feb. 
23 for a large-scale project, and also a 
purchase and sale agreement for more 
than 628.5 acres of land, priced at 
$62,500 per acre.

Both bond issues approved by the 

JDA were for $42 billion. Both bond 
issues were to fund “a data center and 
economic development project.”

Bond documents for the current 
development state Baymare is a 
Delaware limited liability company. 
Morning Hornet was also listed as a 
Delaware limited liability company in 

 See TEACHERS, A7
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His Word
The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom: and 
the knowledge of the holy 
is understanding.

Proverbs 9:10, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.comSee A8

Weather
Wednesday, March 3
High: 61°; Low: 38°
60% chance of rain

Thursday, March 4
High: 66°; Low: 39°
Sunny and clear.

Inside
11 Newton students 
win honors at 
Regional Science Fair
See A2
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Your Comfort is 
Our Business

11290 Brown Bridge Rd. 
Covington, GA 30016
www.dwairflow.com

770-788-7700

High-Quality Air Conditioning 
Services Since 1986

SPORTS: 

LADY RAMS 
KEEP WINNING

Newton girls basketball 
team advances to round of 

Elite Eight in GHSA playoffs

FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT
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B1

Have a recipe you’d like to share? 
Email it to news@covnews.com and be featured in a future edition of The Covington News.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comEggs are a topic of conver-sation each spring, largely because of their relationship to the Christian celebration of Easter. Brightly colored Easter eggs are on display, chocolate eggs line store shelves and egg-lined birds nests in trees and bushes dot spring landscapes.Eggs take center stage in early spring, but they’re more than just novelties to include in Easter celebrations.• Eggs are nutritious. Eggs are loaded with vitamins A, D and B12 and the nutrient choline. They’re also an excellent protein source in a small package. At 72 calories and packing six grams of protein, eggs can make for a great, filling meal at any time of day.
• Eggs boost brain health. The choline in eggs is a crucial nutrient for memory, 

mood and muscle control, according to the University of Missouri Health Care sys-tem. Choline also is essential in fetal brain development and can help prevent birth defects.
• Eggs don’t always have to be refrigerated. In countries outside of the United States and Canada, eggs may not be refrigerated and do not have to be chilled. Also, outside of North America eggs are not washed prior to commercial production. However, ac-cording to the food resource TheKichn, power-washing eggs removes a protective coating and makes the eggs porous and vulnerable to contamination. A synthetic coating is put on washed eggs.

• Shell color does not mat-ter. The color of the eggshell doesn’t indicate taste, nutri-tional value or even egg qual-ity. The color of the eggshell 

reflects the breed of hen that laid the egg. Red-feathered hens tend to lay brown eggs, while hens with white fea-tures lay white eggs. Similar-ly, the shade of yolk is repre-sentative of what the chicken is eating. A dark, yellow yolk means the hen was probably fed green vegetables. Lighter yolks coordinate to corn and grain diets.
• All eggs are “hor-mone-free.” The term “hor-mone-free” on egg cartons does not signify anything special. It’s like advertising that snow is cold. The United States Food & Drug Ad-ministration banned the use of hormones in all poultry production in the 1950s. All eggs are hormone-free.• Size and eggshell thick-ness indicates the age of the hen. Eggs come in different sizes, such as medium, large and jumbo. The age of the chicken determines the size, 

with older hens producing larger eggs. Age also affects shell thickness, with younger hens laying thicker-shelled eggs, says Eat This, Not That!
• Eggs won’t hatch. Eggs sold for consumption are not fertilized. Hens that have laid them haven’t mated.• Many birds lay eggs. Kiwis lay the largest egg in relation to their body size of any species of bird in the world. However, the ostrich, emu and cassowary lay the biggest eggs.• The sink or swim test can say a lot about an egg. Eggs become more porous as they age. You can tell if an egg is old by putting it in a glass of water. If it sinks, it is fresh. If it floats, it is an older egg.Eggs get a lot of fanfare around Easter, and there’s more than meets the eye to that carton of eggs in the refrigerator.

Metro Creative Services

Eggs take center stage in early spring, but they’re more than just novelties to include in Easter celebrations.

Egg-ceptional 
Egg-ceptional uses for eggsuses for eggs SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comWith its increased sunshine and warmer temperatures, spring is a beloved time of year. For those who live in areas where the weather chang-es dramatically through-out the year, spring can be a respite from the snow and also a chance to enjoy the outdoors prior to the arrival of the muggy, hot days of summer.Families can create a bucket list of entertaining and perhaps educational spring activities. Those who want to try some-thing new can explore these ideas.

• Check out a cher-ry blossom showcase. Cherry trees are popular and beautiful trees that flower in the spring. Their masses of pink and white blossoms are one of the first signals that winter has ended. Cherry tree varieties bloom over the course of several weeks, and climate will dictate how early or late these trees will showcase their spectacular flowers. Visit public gardens and other areas known for their dramatic cherry blossom displays.
• Watch a sunrise or sunset. Take advantage of longer days by enjoying nature’s light show. Wake up extra early and start the day with the sunrise. If you’re not a morning person, then wait until the last of the amber and red streaks light the sky and watch the sun drop below the horizon.• Fly a kite. There is a reason why the adage “March goes in like a lion and comes out like a lamb” is so fitting. Early spring weather can be gusty and unpredictable. Take advantage of windy conditions by flying a kite by the coast or in an open field.

• Head to a farm or petting zoo. Spring is not only about the rebirth of trees and flowers, but also a prime time for various animals to give birth to their young. • Check out a small town. Take a road trip to an out-of-the-way hamlet. Spend the entire day there shopping, dining and supporting a small town community.• Enjoy al fresco dining. While outdoor dining during the pandemic may have been done as a ne-cessity, do not forget how it also can be a relaxing way to enjoy a meal. Find a restaurant with a par-ticularly scenic backdrop and dine outdoors.• Visit a thrift shop or flea market. Spring cleaning can serve as the catalyst for people to put items on sale. One per-son’s trash is another per-son’s treasure. Spring can be a great time to shop for antiques as well.• Go horseback riding. Enjoy the scenery on the back of a majestic mare or spectacular stallion. Spring is a perfect season to enjoy various activities.

Exciting 
activities to 
enjoy this 

spring

Can be nutritious key ingredient or star on its own

By TOM SPIGOLONtspigolon@covnews.comCOVINGTON, Ga. — Newton County’s Bicenten-nial Celebration Committee hosted a showing of the movie, “Selma,” Saturday, Feb. 27, outdoors at Legion Field in Covington.The free showing of the movie celebrated Black History Month as well as the county’s bicentennial and its prominent place in the film industry. 
“Selma,” released in 2014, was partially shot in Newton County.

County Chairman Mar-cello Banes welcomed movie-goers to the event, which included the Cov-ington-Newton Chamber of 

Commerce-produced short film featuring clips of movie and TV productions from the past five decades that used 

the county as locations.Locations for “Selma” included Airport and Gregory roads, and Conyers, Brown, 

Ivy, Lee and Emory streets, according to the Chamber of Commerce.
The Newton County Historic Courthouse at 1124 Clark St. was transformed into “Hotel Albert” in Sel-ma, Alabama, for the movie. Another familiar location was the Town House Cafe on Washington Street.Other Georgia locations included the Rockdale Coun-ty Courthouse in Conyers, the Marietta Square, and the Georgia Tech campus in Atlanta.

The Bicentennial Com-mittee was formed to help organize events surrounding Newton County’s 200th anni-versary this year.

Newton Bicentennial Committee hosts drive-in movie event

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News

Volunteers handed out free vehicle magnets and popcorn bearing the 

“Bicentennial Celebration” logo to attendees.

Learn about the variety of ways to use eggs; see FOOD B1
INSIDE:

 See DOCUMENTS, A3

 See AWARD, A7

Brian
Kemp

Stanton Springs

 Girl shot at Covington party; police investigating  >> SEE A3    GDOT official says Hwy. 142 bridge replacement could wrap up in about 5-6 weeks  >> SEE A6   

Documents reveal $42 billion
bond for another data center
Project agreement appears identical to 2018 Facebook deal

Newton sheriff among Pioneer Award recipients

Mason Wittner |  The Covington News
Newton County Sheriff Ezell Brown, far right, was among four sheriffs and a groundbreaking Georgia General Assembly secretary that 
U.S. Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Lithonia, recognized with Pioneer Awards for their service to Georgia’s 4th Congressional District.

Teachers 
eligible for 

vaccine 
March 8

COVID-19
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Newton County 
School System (NCSS) 
students fared well at 
the recent Griffin RESA 
Regional Science Fair, 
as 11 students brought 
home awards from the 
competition. 

NCSS students com-
peted, virtually, against 
fellow students from 
Butts, Fayette, Henry, 
Lamar, Pike, Spalding, 
and Upson counties. 

The following is a list 
of all Newton County 
School System Region-
al Science Fair winners. 
All first place winners 
will move on to com-
pete at the 2021 Geor-
gia Science and Engi-
neering Fair in April.

2021 Regional Sci-
ence Fair winners:

• Alexander Ehret, 
Newton County Theme 
School, First Place, 
Grade 6, “How Does 
Acid Rain Affect Plant 
Growth?” 

• Katheryn Wilber, 
Newton County Theme 
School, First Place 
& Broadcom Mas-
ters Award, Grade 7, 
“Which Mask Works 
Best?”

• Alex Johnson, 
Indian Creek Middle, 
Second Place, Grade 
7, “How Do Antacids 
Relieve Heartburn?”

• Ian White, Indian 
Creek Middle. Second 
Place, Grade 8, “Cool-
ing Hot Peppers.”

• Nathaniel Ehret, 
Newton County Theme 
School, Third Place, 
Grade 8, “How Does 
Age Affect the Stroop 
Effect?”

• Caroline Meeler, 
Indian Creek Middle, 
Third Place, Grade 6, 

“A Spoonful of Sugar: 
Glucose in our Food.”

• Cooper Stokes, 
Newton County Theme 
School, Third Place, 
Grade 6, “How Do Dif-
ferent Types of Drinks 
Affect Teeth?”

• Nevaeh Craven, 

Liberty Middle, Honor-
able Mention, Grade 8, 
“Trouble With Bubbles 
Going Pop! Pop! Pop!”

• Kianna Felix, 
Liberty Middle, Honor-
able Mention, Grade 8, 

Newton County Schools

Alice Jean “Peggy” Cobb
Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home

Alice Jean “Peggy” Cobb passed away on Feb-
ruary 24, 2021, at age 98. 

Born in Nashville, Tennessee, to Victor and Eth-
el Barker, she moved to Atlanta in 
1939 and lived in Oxford, Georgia, 
for the past 48 years, spending her 
last years in Merryvale Assisted 
Living and Riverside Healthcare. 
Peggy was preceded in death by 
her husband of 65 years, Linton 
Cobb. 

She is survived by three sons and 
their wives, Ronald and Chery Cobb of Atlanta, 
Richard and Elizabeth Cobb of Covington and 
Michael and Caren Cobb of Blue Ridge. 

She is also survived by six grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren. 

Peggy was a member of the Allen Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Oxford. 

Her love, kindness, grace, generosity and per-

sistence will be greatly missed by all who knew 
her. Peggy was a strong advocate for her entire 
family each of whom she loved deeply and un-
conditionally. She was always there for anyone in 
need of help. 

A private service will be conducted for immedi-
ate family members with Internment at the Lawn-
wood Memorial Park Cemetery in Covington. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the 
charity of your choice.

CDC guidelines recommend social distancing (6 
feet apart) and wearing of masks while in public.  
Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home requests that 
you observe these recommendations while in our 
funeral home attending visitations and/or services.  
In addition, gatherings are limited to 50 persons or 
less in our facility at one time.  Please honor these 
restrictions for the safety of the family, yourself, 
and our staff.

This obituary was prepared with love and af-
fection by Mrs. Cobb’s family. Visit www.cald-
wellandcowan.com to place online condolences. 

Michael Lee Smith
Roper Funeral Home and Crematory

Michael Lee Smith, age 49 of Fairmount, Geor-
gia passed away Wednesday, February 24, 2021 
at his home. He was born December 15, 1971 to 

Gordon and Patricia Smith in Cov-
ington, Georgia.

Michael is survived by his wife, 
Cheryl Marie Little of Fairmount; 
brothers and sisters-in-law, Jeff and 
Susan Smith of Conyers, Timmy 
and Connie Smith of Covington; 
sister and brother-in-law, Sabrina 
and Dan Wardell of Loganville; 

brother and sister-in-law, Buddy and Stephanie 
Smith of Texas; sister, Melinda Johnson of Ox-
ford; mother-in-law, Rosemary Little of Fair-
mount. Several nieces, nephews, great-nieces, 
great-nephews and other relatives also survive.

He was preceded in death by his father, Gordon 
Smith and his mother, Patricia Huggins.

A Memorial Service will be held 11:00 a.m., 
Saturday, March 6, 2021 at Waleska Church of 
God of Prophecy; 127 Dry Pond Road; Canton, 
GA 30114

A second memorial service will be held 11:00 
a.m., Saturday, March 13, 2021 at West End 
Baptist Church; 455 South Cherokee Road; Social 
Circle, GA 30025.

Arrangements are entrusted to the Staff of Roper 
Funeral Home and Crematory.

Online condolences may be made at www.roper-
funeralhome.com.
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HOMETOWN REALTY
CONSULTANTS, INC.®™™

Darlene Smallwood (Broker/Owner) • Kenneth Smallwood (Owner/Agent)
Bobby Sigman (Associate Broker) • Travis Moore (Associate Broker)

Pat Swords-Smith (Associate Broker)
Donna Carithers • Bonnie Cowan • Sherry East

We still have the Hometown Value you 
are looking for in a Real Estate Agent.

Whether you are selling or buying.

2135 Pace Street • Covington, GA 30014
(Morgan Plaza)  

770-786-7979

10205 Industrial Blvd.
Suite D

Covington, GA
770-787-8400

Buying or 
Selling – 

Tami Moody, 
Broker 

404-732-8228
Your Vision is 
Our Mission.

Local agent advises how to 
travel safely during pandemic

Special to The Covington News
Alexander Ehret, a sixth grade student at Newton County Theme School, won first place 
for his project titled, “How Does Acid Rain Affect Plant Growth?” at the Newton County 
School System Regional Science Fair.

YEARS

15

For the 15th consecutive year, 
Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home, Covington,
has been named a recipient of the National

Funeral Directors Association Pursuit of
Excellence Award. This Award is presented by

NFDA annually to firms that have
demonstrated a commitment to raising the bar

on funeral service excellence by adhering to
strict ethical and professional standards and
providing outstanding service to families and

communities.   

Congratulations to the 
Caldwell & Cowan Staff for this achievement!

Pursuit of Excellence Award

By SARAH DAVIS
news@covnews.com

SOCIAL CIRCLE, 
Ga. — With stay-at-
home orders and mask 
mandates, people 
across the country 
have 
been 
fore-
going 
their 
normal 
travels 
in favor 
of 
safer, 
closer 
to home options. 

Now, with vaccina-
tion rates climbing, 
people are starting to 
think about traveling 
again. 

Christina Norris, 
co-owner of the Social 
Circle-based trav-
el agency Norris & 
Associates, Dream 
Vacations, said she 
has been providing 
her clients with infor-
mation about how to 
safely travel during the 
pandemic. 

“A lot of people are 
wanting to [travel], 
but they don’t know 
what they need to do 
to make that happen,” 
Norris said. “The inter-
net makes it incredibly 
confusing at times.”

To help make in-
formation accessible, 
Norris has created a 
tab on her website with 
updated information 
about safe traveling. 

She also offered free 
information webinars 
in which she shared 
experiences from her 
own travels and testi-
monies from her cli-
ents’ vacations during 
the pandemic, as well 
as information from 
the Center for Disease 
Control and Preven-

tion (CDC) and World 
Health Organization 
(WHO).

However, even with 
vaccines available to 
some of the popula-
tion, COVID-19 still 
poses an immense 
threat. 

In Newton Coun-
ty alone, there were 
6,793 total cases of the 
virus as of Feb. 24, ac-
cording to the Georgia 
Department of Public 
Health’s website. This 
danger, Norris said, 
has caused some of her 
more at-risk clients to 
postpone their travels. 

“I do have a client 
who has been desper-
ately wanting to go 
to Hawaii for months 
now,” Norris said. 

“But with the situ-
ation being the way 
it is with COVID-19 
… it is my job as 
their travel advisor to 
advise them of what 
the current situation is, 
what the numbers are, 
what we’re looking at 
regarding vaccines — 
the whole scope of it.”

Norris said that after 
evaluating the situation 
with the help of the 
client’s doctor, they 
eventually decided that 
it would be safer to 
postpone the trip.

Currently, the CDC’s 
website recommends 
that people hold off 
on traveling at this 
time, due to high rates 
of COVID-19 cas-
es, hospitalizations 
and deaths across the 
U.S. For those who 
must travel, the CDC 
recommends getting 
vaccinated if possible, 
following masking 
and social distancing 
guidelines and getting 
tested for COVID-19 
prior to the trip.

Time to get 
back out?

Christina
Norris

11 middle school students earn 
honors at Regional Science Fair

 See FAIR, A7



By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — Former district 
attorney candidate and 
assistant DA Destiny 
Bryant was sworn in as 
Newton County Associ-
ate Probate and Magis-
trate judge Friday. 

Probate Judge Mel-
anie Bell appointed 
Bryant and swore her 
in during a ceremony at 
the Judge Horace John-
son Jr. Judicial Center 
in Covington.

“Through her time in 
DeKalb County, her re-
turn here, and even into 
Henry County, I know 
she, as a professional 

and as a 
person, 
will em-
body all 
of those 
charac-
teristics 
that a 
judge 
should 
em-
body,” Bell said in a 
video posted on the 
county government’s 
website.

Bryant, a Covington 
resident, earned degrees 
from Xavier University 
in Ohio and from the 
William & Mary Law 
School in Virginia.

She worked as an as-

sistant district attorney 
in the Newton County 
District Attorney’s 
Office from 2013 to 
2015 before moving to 
the same position in the 
DeKalb County District 
Attorney’s Office from 
2015 to 2019.

She then returned to 
the Newton County 
DA’s office as a se-
nior assistant district 
attorney beginning in 
August 2019.

Bryant was the 2020 
Democratic Party nom-
inee for Alcovy Judicial 
Circuit district attorney 
but lost in the Novem-
ber General Election to 
Randy McGinley.

Former Associate 
Probate Judge Candice 
Branche was appointed 
as judge of Newton 
County Juvenile Court 
in late December.

Unless a jury trial is 
requested, Bell hears 
certain misdemeanors, 
traffic cases, and viola-
tions of state game and 
fish laws, according to 
information from the 
Alcovy Judicial Circuit 
website.

She and her staff also 
administer oaths of 
office, issue marriage 
licenses and weapons 
carry licenses, and pro-
vide certified copies of 
birth and death certifi-

cates. 
The Newton Coun-

ty Magistrate Court’s 
jurisdiction covers 
issuance of criminal 
arrest warrants; civil 
claims up to $15,000; 
dispossessories (land-
lord/tenant); garnish-
ments; foreclosures; 
commitment hearings; 
prosecution of misde-
meanor deposit account 
fraud (bad checks); and 
prosecution of county 
ordinance violations, 
the website stated.

Georgia Probate 
Courts exercise exclu-
sive, original jurisdic-
tion in the probate of 
wills, administration of 

estates, appointment of 
guardians and conser-
vators — minor and 
adult — and involun-
tary commitment, ac-
cording to information 
from the website.

Newton County’s 
Probate Court also has 
concurrent jurisdiction 
with superior courts 
in proceedings regard-
ing motions for DNA 
testing; declaratory 
judgments; approval of 
settlement agreements; 
and a variety of matters 
involving wills and 
estates.
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Business
Directory

  AUTOMOTIVE
JUST AUTO CAR CAREJUST AUTO CAR CARE

Service You Can Trust • Prices You Can Afford

770-679-0227770-679-0227
MONDAY–FRIDAY 8:30AM-6PMMONDAY–FRIDAY 8:30AM-6PM

SATURDAY 9AM-2PMSATURDAY 9AM-2PM

NEW LOCATION!  NEW LOCATION!  
Less than 10 miles from previous location.Less than 10 miles from previous location.

5723 Hwy 138 SW5723 Hwy 138 SW
Oxford GA 30054Oxford GA 30054

OIL
CHANGE

$16.99
Most cars. Regularly $18.99.  

Up to 4 quarts premium oil & filter 
plus $2 disposal fee. With coupon. 

Expires 4/1/21. CN

Out The
Door

  HEALTH CARE

Immediate Opening for CNA or PCA in Covington. Shifts available:  
12 hour shift available friday saturday sunday 6 am to 6p and 6p to 
6 am. CNA & PCA Positions also available in Atlanta, College Park, 

Decatur & Ellenwood.
If interested in positions go to www.advirhealthcare.com and click  
on careers to apply for interview. or call 404.348.2643 ext 702.

Now Accepting Clients in most counties.
We accept Wellcare, Peachstate, Amerigroup & CCSP/Source.

ADVIR HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEMS

  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Quick Loans of Newton County
9140 Highway 278 • Covington, GA 30014

770-787-4211
Build & Establish Your Credit!

• Starter Loans • 30 Day Loans
• Loans from $100 to $2000

Call or Stop by the Office and Apply Today!
*ALL LOANS SUBJECT TO OUR LIBERAL CREDIT POLLICY*

  RETAIL

More Than Just Sneakers!
2233 GA Highway 20 | Conyers, GA 30013

info@shopsneakerasylum.com
www.shopsneakerasylum.com

NOW OPEN!

Covington police investigate after girl shot during party

Destiny
Bryant

DOCUMENTS:
Continued from A1

2018 bond documents.
Shane Short, lead 

economic development 
director for the JDA 
and executive director 
of the Development 
Authority of Walton 
County, has said he 
could neither confirm 
nor deny the most 
recent bond issue was 
for another project for 
Facebook.

Construction of the 
data center, which will 
total approximately 2 
million square feet, will 
be completed in phases, 
bond documents state. 

Phase 1, which is 
estimated to cost $750 
million, is expected to 
be finished by Dec. 31, 
2026. With 900,000 
square-feet of interi-
or space, the Phase 1 
facility’s completion 
will add approximately 
50 new jobs. Phases 
2, 3 and 4 facilities 

are estimated to cost 
$550 million each for 
400,000 square-feet 
of interior space per 
facility, and each phase 
will have completion 
dates in 2028, 2030 and 
2032, respectively. 

The listed dollar 
amounts and facili-
ty dimensions were 
identical to those found 
within bond documents 
for the 2018 Facebook 
deal.

If approved by all 
four counties, Baymare 
will make payments in 
lieu of taxes, or PI-
LOTs, starting in April 
2027 at $2 million and 
increase by $1 million 
every two years until 
April 2033, totaling $5 
million per year. The 
payments will be due 
even if the phases are 
not completed on time.

Newton and Walton 
counties will receive 

37.5% of the revenue, 
Morgan County will 
receive 15% and Jasper 
County 10%.

The PILOT payments 
will compensate the 
four counties for lost 
tax revenue due to the 
tax exempt status of the 
property.

The bonds will be 
issued as what Short 
called “phantom 
bonds,” where the JDA 
issues the bonds and 
then Baymare purchas-
es them. The JDA will 
take title to the project 
and then lease it to 
Baymare for a period 
of time so the bonds 
can remain tax exempt.

Though Baymare will 
appear to make rent 
payments to cover debt 
services on the bonds, 
no money will change 
hands since the compa-
ny will have bought the 
bonds.

School and county 
property taxes will be 
abated during construc-
tion.

As part of the deal, 
Baymare will also pro-
vide up to $3 million 
to fund construction 
of a two-lane frontage 
road that runs parallel 
to the project and a 
spur to improve traffic 
flow, which will begin 
as soon as the deal is 
completed.

Baymare will also 
pay the JDA a bond 
issuance fee of $1.5 
million.

An official an-
nouncement to reveal 
the unnamed industry 
and celebrate another 
historic investment is 
expected after the deal 
is finalized later this 
month.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Po-
lice were asking the public 
Monday, March 1, to be 
on the lookout for a person 
wanted for questioning after 
a 14-year-old girl was shot 
in the thigh during a party in 
south Covington Saturday 
night.

The victim, who was not 
identified by police, was 
shot around 11:50 p.m. at a 

residence on Oakwood Cir-
cle, located off Green Acres 
Drive, and transported to an 
Atlanta hospital. 

Police released the name of 
a person wanted for ques-
tioning Monday but had not 
made any arrests by The 
Covington News’ deadline 
Tuesday morning, police 
said in a posting on the de-
partment’s Facebook page. 

An incident report stated 
officers responded to a call 

about a person shot in the 
area of Green Acres Drive 
and Petty Street Saturday, 
Feb. 27, at 11:52 p.m. 

They later found the shoot-
ing occurred at the Oakwood 
Circle location and discov-
ered the victim at the rear of 
the residence with a gunshot 
wound to the upper thigh and 
“several younger subjects” 
assisting her.

“I then began to render 
aid in an attempt to control 

the bleeding and provide a 
patient update for medical 
units,” the officer stated.

Emergency medical work-
ers soon arrived, placed the 
victim on a stretcher and 
moved her into an ambu-
lance. She was transported 
to Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta, an investigator 
confirmed.

Officers found several bul-
let casings and some clothing 
items, including a pair of 

Nike Air Force 1 shoes and a 
L.A. Lakers flat bill cap, and 
placed them into evidence.

They also transported 
two juveniles to the police 
department for questioning 
after they were identified as 
witnesses, the report stated.

An investigation was 
continuing Tuesday. Those 
with information were asked 
to contact Detective Julie 
English at 770-385-2148.

Bryant appointed Newton County’s associate probate judge

County planners vote against recommending townhome rezoning
By TOM SPIGOLON

tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— County planning 
commissioners opposed 
one new multi-family 
project and narrow-
ly approved another 
recently.

The Newton County 
Planning Commission 
unanimously voted 
to deny a rezoning 
for construction of 
120 townhomes on 
Fairview Road, and 
narrowly voted to 
recommend a change 
in the Future Land Use 
Map to allow future 
townhome construction 
targeting senior renters 
on Georgia Hwy. 142.

The planning com-
mission makes rec-
ommendations on 
proposed changes 
in zoning and future 
land use to the New-
ton County Board of 
Commissioners, which 
makes the final deci-
sion.

The Fairview Road 
request was for a re-
zoning from its current 
single-family resi-

dential designation to 
multi-family residential 
on a 25-acre site on 
Fairview Road south of 
the Ginn vehicle deal-
ership on Access Road 
west of Covington.

Rezoning was needed 
for construction of a 
120-unit, owner-occu-
pied townhouse com-
plex, said Chris Harrell 
of Summit Engineering 
Development.

The site is adjacent 
to the 318-unit Cob-
blestone apartment 
complex that planning 
commissioners ap-
proved for a 35-acre 
site in October. 

It also is near Fair-
view Elementary 
School and Clements 
Middle School.

A plan that Harrell 
showed planning com-
missioners included 
two entrances to the 
site — including one 
that created an intersec-
tion with Fairclift Drive 
and the Fairclift subdi-
vision.

Both entrances on 
the plans showed them 
connected to long 

drives that crossed 
over a creek and led to 
townhouses at the rear 
of the site.

But area residents 
who spoke during an 
open forum part of 
the meeting broadcast 
on the Zoom digital 
platform complained 
the townhomes could 
increase traffic con-
gestion on Fairview, 
possibly decrease 
property values, and 
further overcrowd area 
schools.

They noted Fairview 
Road is a two-lane 
county road where 
traffic backs up from its 
intersection with Ac-
cess Road and speed-
ing vehicles are safety 
hazards.

Broderick Johnson Sr. 
said he was concerned 
about young townhome 
residents wander-
ing into neighboring 
subdivisions because 
plans did not appear to 
include any recreational 
facilities.

Sandra Hines said she 
bought a home in the 
area after retiring and 

did not want further 
development along 
Fairview to increase 
congestion in the area.

“It’s not fair to us,” 
she said. “We do not 
want any apartment 
complexes or townho-
mes in this area.”

Zoning Administrator 
Tracy Hernandez said 
the planning staff’s 
conditions included 
wanting the developer 
to complete a traffic 
study of the area. 

She noted Fairview 
Road was considered 
a minor collector road, 
which is defined as a 
road that connects local 
roads with major arte-
rials such as highways 
and interstates.

Harrell said the plan 
included a swimming 
pool and clubhouse and 
10 acres available for 
recreational activities. 
A homeowners associ-
ation will oversee such 
activities as lawn care 
and maintenance, he 
said.

He said he had no 
problem with staff 
recommendations for 

addition of left turn and 
deceleration lanes into 
the entrances.

Backups were a 

 See PLANNERS, A7



I was blessed to pass three 
bills on the floor of the 
House last week. 

The first was a Compact 
Bill that allows speech pa-
thologists and audiologists in 
Georgia to join other states 
with the same 
minimum re-
quirements so 
that they may 
all practice in 
all these other 
states. The bill 
is specifically 
requested for 
by the Pentagon, which I am 
in close contact with. The mil-
itary wants the measure so that 
their military members – and 
especially their spouses – can 
easily use their license in these 
participating states. The Com-
pact will apply to ALL speech 
pathologists and audiologists 
in Georgia, not just those in 
the military. It will also help 
with telemedicine. The bill 
passed almost unanimously. 

I also passed a similar Com-
pact bill for counselors. As 
you know, due to the traumatic 
work that our military heroes 
have to perform, they are the 
largest single segment in our 
society who needs counseling 
and psychiatric services. This 
bill would also allow counsel-
ors to cross participating state 
lines, in case of a traumatic 
event like a horrible storm or a 
school shooting where there is 
a great need for many coun-
selors to rapidly deploy to a 
troubled area. This bill also 
helps with telemedicine. The 
bill passed unanimously. 

In all, Georgia has passed 
seven Compact bills for our 
military, four of which are 
already in law. 

The last bill I passed this 
week was also for the military. 
It allows for a young person 
under the age of 18 to get a 
drivers license without having 
to wait a full year. You should 
be proud that Georgia ranks 
second in the nation in mil-
itary recruitment. When our 
young people enlist, they are 
often given better initial op-
portunities if they have a driv-
ers license. Sometimes, these 
better opportunities mean 
better rank when they enter. 
Believe me, there’s a big dif-
ference from being a “buck” 
private to being a Private First 
Class. This bill also cleans up 
the confusing requirements for 
all Georgia residents under the 
age of 18 to get their license. 
The bill passed unanimously. 

My Teacher Tax Credit Bill 
should go to the floor this 
week. Again, it would incen-
tivize teachers to teach at a 
poorly performing or very 
rural school by giving 1,000 
selected participants a $3,000 
tax credit for five years. Over 
3,000 teacher positions went 
unfilled last year, especially 
in these schools. The teacher 
pipeline is shrinking while 
class sizes and the number of 
children are going up. Worse, 
nearly half of all new teachers 
quit less than five years into 
their profession. Hopefully, 
this bill will help to alleviate 
this. Almost all states have 
programs like this, showing 
very good results. 

Dave Belton is a Republican 
from District 112, serving in 
the Georgia House of Repre-
sentatives, serving Morgan 
and Newton counties.

Most young people 
have never seen 
a telephone at-

tached to a 
wall. Let’s 
face it, if all 
of us were 
suddenly 
confined 
to a phone 
cord that 
only allowed 
about 10 feet of space, we’d 
go crazy. What? We can’t 
talk on the phone while on 
the porch, in the back yard, 
or most importantly, in the 
car? What would we ever 
do with ourselves?

Not to mention this: as far 
as we know, no one listens 
in on our modern-day tele-
phone conversations.

Cell phones far outnum-
ber landline phones in 
homes across the U.S. Long 
ago we said goodbye to 

operators, tangled cords and 
directory assistance. Phone 
books are a thing of the 
past. And thank goodness 
we no longer have to deal 
with party lines.

When I told my children 
that once upon a time, the 
whole neighborhood had 
access to each other’s phone 
calls, they were dumb-
founded. “The people next 
door could just pick up the 
phone and listen?” they 
said. “Yep, they sure could. 
Along with folks in about 
eight other houses.” They 
asked, “What if they need-
ed to make a phone call?” 
“Well,” I responded, “they 
would just have to wait. 
Unless they were really 
rude, and they would just 
interrupt you and tell you to 
get off the phone.” Oh yes, 
it happened.

Eventually, to prevent 

such “hogging,” phone 
companies limited each call 
to six minutes. You would 
get a one minute warning, 
a final ten-second warning, 
and then it was goodbye, 
like it or not.

Party lines were a way 
of life, until the 1970s. 
Eventually “private lines” 
became available, for an 
extra charge, because it was 
a great luxury.

Everybody has a party 
line story. Here’s mine. 
When I got a weekend 
radio job at WEPG in South 
Pittsburg, Tennessee, I was 
16 years old. It was my 
claim to fame, and my only 
connection to coolness. It 
only took a couple of weeks 
before it went to my head. 
At that time, I also worked 
in my family’s store, which 
shared a party line, includ-
ing our residence next door.

One day, things were a 
little slow in the store, so 
I walked over to the house 
and called into the radio 
station for something. The 
disc jockey put me on the 
air. I guess he thought that 
two deejays talking would 
be deeply entertaining. I 
have no idea what we were 
talking about, but I’m sure I 
was doing my best to sound 
like a big deal. No doubt I 
was promoting my show 
for the upcoming weekend, 
and trying to sound really 
hip. About a minute into the 
conversation, my mother 
got on the line. She was 
working in the store, which 
had apparently gotten busy 
all of a sudden.

I was right in the mid-
dle of some very amusing 
big-time DJ chatter when 
the radio listeners heard a 
woman’s voice: “David, I 
need you….come help me 
right now!”

The deejay at the station 
started laughing uproari-
ously. “Who was that? And 
why does she need you so 
desperately?” I certainly 
didn’t want to say, “Uh, 
my mama needs me…I 
gotta go!” So instead I said, 
“Wow, I don’t know what’s 
going on, heh heh. You 
know how these party lines 
are! Well, good talkin’ with 
you, see ya on Sunday!”

I raced over to the store, 
and after the throng of 
customers had cleared out, 
I said, “Mom! You embar-
rassed me on the phone in 
front of thousands of radio 
listeners!” (I probably exag-
gerated by a few thousand). 
She showed no sympathy, 
basically explaining that the 
store came first. And you 
wonder why I got into radio.

Folks have some great 
memories of party lines. I 
asked a few of my Face-
book friends. Some say they 
remember “the old ladies” 
gossiping about everyone in 
the neighborhood, who were 
listening to every word! (It 
was better than going out to 
the clothes line, especially 
in bad weather.)

One friend told me, 
“There were no secrets. 
Everyone knew who was 
sick, who was expecting 
company for the weekend, 
and who was fooling around 
with whom.”

These days, many of us 
depend on social media to 
tell us who’s dating who, 
who got married, who had a 
baby, and who has arthritis. 
The party line is still around 
in the 21st century. Now we 
call it Facebook.

David Carroll, a Chat-
tanooga news anchor and 
author. Email him at ra-
diotv2020@yahoo.com.
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David Carroll columnist

Great memories on renowned party line

Handful of 
bills hurdle 
House floor

Dave Belton columnist

The county government 
was gracious enough 
to allow me to claim 

an unclaimed spot in the 
parking area for the drive-
in-styled, 
free showing 
of the film 
“Selma” at 
Legion Field 
in Covington 
last week-
end. 

The coun-
ty’s Bicentennial Commit-
tee hosted the event, and 
the early spring in Newton 
County brought tempera-
tures in the 60s at showtime.

Seeing the movie for the 
first time laid bare what 
Black residents in the South 
endured for simply trying to 
use the rights they legally 
had but did not realistically 
enjoy in much of the South 
in 1965.

What really struck me was 
the role the national press 
played in awakening the rest 
of white America to what 
some white local govern-
ment officials were doing 
to try to keep everything 
“normal” in their town by 
not allowing Black residents 
to peacefully protest for 
their rights.

In contrast to one recent 
president’s best efforts to 
sew mistrust of the national 
press, The New York Times 
played a prominent role in 
bringing many of the atroci-
ties of 1965 to light, such as 
the “Bloody Sunday” march 

in which 58 people were 
treated for injuries state 
troopers inflicted on them 
with a variety of weapons, 
including bullwhips. 

It drove home the fact 
that if we want to avoid the 
government abuses por-
trayed in the movie — and 
which actually happened — 
then a strong, independent 
local and national press is 
required.

The title of the critically 
acclaimed 2014 movie is 
somewhat misleading: Its 
focus is mostly on Mar-
tin Luther King’s private 
and public struggles as he 
worked to gain full voting 
rights for Black Alabama 
residents in the three 
months between his accep-
tance of the Nobel Peace 
Prize in Norway in Decem-
ber 1964, and him leading a 
five-day march from Selma 
to Montgomery in March 
1965. 

However, the three march-
es activists attempted across 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in Selma, Alabama — the 
latter two led by King who 
missed the “Bloody Sun-
day” first march — were 
climactic points in the film.

King knew he had to 
use mass protests to gain a 
reaction from local officials 
if he wanted to make gains 
for Black Americans in the 
Jim Crow Era because such 
events would be covered by 
the print and TV media of 
the day. 

He warned that if protests 
were done outside the times 
he knew there would not 
be coverage — at night, 
for example — then state 
officials knew they had free 
rein to use violence against 
protesters without the glare 
of TV lights.

There were, after all, no 
cell phones equipped with 
video cameras or social me-
dia platforms like Facebook 
to get the word out, as is the 
norm today. This also was 
before CNN and MSNBC 
and Fox gave us what some 
might consider to be slanted 
news 24 hours a day.

As you would expect, 
real-life Georgians played 
a main role in the march-
es, including former U.N. 
Ambassador and Atlanta 
mayor Andrew Young, 
longtime civil rights leader 
Hosea Williams and, espe-
cially, Congressman John 
Lewis who suffered a skull 
fracture at the hands of bil-
ly-club-wielding Alabama 
state troopers on “Bloody 
Sunday.”

It also struck me about 
how far Selma residents 
were willing to go to try 
to make things go back to 
“normal” for themselves — 
despite a rapidly changing 
world in which Black resi-
dents were fighting for the 
same rights they legally had 
but were not allowed to use.

White-run local govern-
ments routinely flouted laws 
with which they did not 

agree when it came to Black 
residents.

In one eye-opening scene, 
a character played by one 
of the movie’s producers, 
Oprah Winfrey, tries to reg-
ister to vote. 

Backed by famed segre-
gationist governor George 
Wallace, the Alabama state 
government in 1965 took 
a hands-off approach to 
local governments’ efforts 
to deny Black residents the 
political power afforded by 
their rights.

As a result, it allowed 
local voter registrars to have 
the power — as portrayed 
in the movie — to require 
Black residents to, for ex-
ample, recite the preamble 
to the Constitution or name 
all the judges in Alabama 
before they could register.

Yes, it was a serious film 
about a serious subject.

However, it was nice to 
see all the Newton County 
locations used in a national-
ly distributed film, such as 
the space now occupied by 
the Bread and Butter Cafe 
on the Covington Square 
converted into the Selma 
Delicatessen; or the interior 
of the first floor of the His-
toric Courthouse turned into 
the Hotel Albert — where 
some of the movie props 
still remain more than seven 
years later.

Tom Spigolon is news edi-
tor of The News. Reach him 
at tspigolon@covnews.com.

Tom Spigolon news editor

Press played big role in Civil Rights Era 



former customer-owners whose 
capital credit checks were issued in 
2015, but have been returned by the 

U.S. Postal Service as “undeliverable” 
or have otherwise been unclaimed.

A LIST indicating the names of these 
former customer-owners can be found 
by visiting our website, www.cgemc.
com, or by viewing the list at our 
office, located at 923 S. Mulberry St., 
Jackson, GA 30233.  If you know the 
correct address of these individuals 
or have any helpful information, 
please contact our office, or notify the 
person to contact CGEMC as soon as 
possible by calling 770-775-7857 or 
1-800-222-4877.

THE LAST possible date to claim 
these funds is August 27, 2021.  If 
not claimed by this date, they will 
be designated for charitable uses as 
permitted by O.C.G.A. § 44-12-236.

PUBLIC NOTICE #119953
3/3

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF   
Newton

STATE OF GEORGIA
COVTANI UMBLE-EFIJEMUEH
PLAINTIFF,	
V.
FRANKLIN EFIJEMUEH
DEFENDANT,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
SUCV2021000151 	

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATIQN
IT APPEARING by Affidavit, that the 
above named defendant on whom 
service is to be made in this case 
resides out of the State, or has 
departed from the State, or cannot 
after due diligence, be found within the 
State,  or conceals himself or herself 
to avoid service of the Summons, and 
it further appearing, either by Affidavit 
or by verified Complaint on file, that a 
claim exists against the Respondent 
in respect to whom service is made, 
and that he or she is a necessary or 
proper party to the action.
IT IS hereby considered, ordered, 
and decreed that service be made by 
publication as
PROVIDED BY law.

SO ORDERED, this 4TH day of 
February 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #119926
2/10,17,24-3/3

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
there will be heard before the Judge of 
the Superior Court of Newton County, 
Georgia, on the 8th day of March, 
2021, at 9:30 a.m., at the Superior 
Court of Newton County, Georgia, the 
case of the State of Georgia v. Newton 
County Public Facilities Authority 
and Newton County, Georgia, Civil 
Action No. 2021-cv-354-2, the same 
being a proceeding to confirm and 
validate the issuance by the Newton 
County Public Facilities Authority 
(the “Authority”) of its Revenue Bond 
(Fire Station and Equipment Project), 
Series 2021 (the “Bond”), in an original 
principal amount of $4,990,000.  The 
proceeds from the sale of the Bond 
will be applied for the purpose of (a) 
financing the acquisition, construction 
and equipping of a fire station and 
the acquisition of two fire trucks (the 
“Project”) and (b) paying the costs of 
issuing the Bond.  
IN SUCH proceeding, the Court 
will also pass upon the validity and 
enforceability of an Installment Sale 
Agreement, dated as of March 1, 
2021 (the “Contract”), between 
the Authority and Newton County, 
Georgia (the “County”), pursuant 
to which the Authority will agree to, 
among other things, issue the Bond 
and sell the Project to the County, and 
the County will agree to, among other 
things, (a) acquire, construct, equip 
and operate the Project and purchase 
the Project from the Authority, (b) pay 

the Authority amounts sufficient to 
enable the Authority to pay the debt 
service on the Bond (the “Contract 
Payments”) and (c) levy an ad 
valorem property tax, unlimited as to 
rate or amount, on all property in the 
County subject to such tax in order to 
make such Contract Payments. 
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. 36 82 100 
(the “Audit Statute”), the Authority 
notifies all interested parties that 
no independent performance audit 
or performance review will be 
conducted with respect to the Bond.  
However, the Authority will continue 
to ensure that the proceeds of the 
Bond are expended efficiently and 
economically, as intended by the 
Audit Statute.
ANY RESIDENT of the County, or any 
other person wherever residing who 
has a right to object, may become a 
party to these proceedings. Members 
of the public wishing to attend the 
hearing are advised to review the 
Court’s procedures adopted for 
COVID-19 safety.

PUBLIC NOTICE #119977
2/24,3/3

Public Sales Auctions
NOTICE IS Hereby Given that the 
undersigned intends to sell the 
personal property described below 
to enforce a lien imposed on said 
property pursuant to the Georgia 
Self-Storage Facility Act, Georgia 
Code Section 10-4-210 to 10-4-
215.  The undersigned will sell by 
competitive online bidding beginning 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 9:00 
a.m. at www.storageauctions.com.  
Online bidding will end on Tuesday, 
March 23rd, 2021 at 3:30PM. 

UNIT 477, Dakota Duckett:  Tools, 
workbench, generators, bins, air 
compressor
UNIT 284, Kenneth Milligan:  
Televisions, boxes, tires, mattress, 
table, toys, dressers, storage, bins, 
heater, sofa, household goods
UNIT 226 Charlie Burley:  Washer, 
Mattresses, rocking Chair, Dryer, 
Oxygen tank, Desk computer 
monitor, furniture, (unit is full)
UNIT 197, Remon Smith:  Clothes, 
keyboard, modem, totes, bags
UNIT 270, Robin Jones:  Luggage, 
bags, blankets, boxes, pillows, pans
UNIT 412, Terica Freeman:  Pillows, 
chair, clothing, tote, Hoover star 
board. 
UNIT 236, Marissa Moon:  Mirror, 
Jewelry box, wires, totes, compute, 
towers, skis
PURCHASE MUST be paid for on 
the day of the auction with cash and 
valid ID at the location of the unit.  
All items are sold as is and must be 
removed from the property within 72 
hours, unless otherwise approved 
by the Manager, after the time of the 
sale.  Sale is subject to cancellation 
in the event of a settlement between 
the owner and the obligated party

PUBLIC NOTICE #200011
3/3,10

Trade Names
TRADE NAME 

REGISTRATION
AFFIDAVIT 

GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern:
PLEASE BE advised that 
STEPHANIA LEVETTE BELL., 
whose address is390 ST. ANNES 
PLACE COVINGTON, GA 30016 the 
owner(s) of the certain business now 
being carried on at in the following 
trade name, to-wit: A STEP ABOVE 
HEALTHCARE SERVICES LLC 
that the nature of said business is: . 
HEALTHCARE SERVICES
THIS STATEMENT is made in 
conformity with O.C.G.A. §10-1-490 
et seq. requiring the filing of such 
statement with the Clerk of Superior 
Court of this county.
THIS THE 11th day of February 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #119975
2/24-3/3

Public Notices

Corporations
NOTICE IS given that Articles of 
Incorporation that will incorporate. 
She Serves, Inc will be delivered 
to the Secretary of State for 
filing in accordance with Georgia 
Nonprofit Corporation Code 
(O.C.G.A.14-3-202) The initial 
registered office of the corporation 
will be located at 75 Drummond PL, 
Covington, GA 30014 and it’s initial 
registered agent at such address is 
Adrione King.

PUBLIC NOTICE #119981
2/24-3/3,10,17

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
VOLUNTARILY

DISSOLVE A CORPORATION
 
NOTICE IS given that a notice of 
intent to dissolve SMART GROWTH 
NEWTON COUNTY, INC., a 
Georgia nonprofit corporation with 
its registered office at 1118 Conyers 
Street, SW, Covington, GA  30014, 
will be delivered to the Secretary of 
State for filing in accordance with 
the Georgia Nonprofit Corporation 
Code.  Persons with claims against 
the corporation are requested to 
present the name of the claimant and 
amount of the claim to the corporation 
by mail to 1118 Conyers Street, SW, 
Covington, GA, 30014.  Except for 
claims that are currently contingent 
or that arise after the date of filing of 
the notice of intent to dissolve with the 
Secretary of State, a claim against 
the corporation not otherwise barred 
will be barred unless a proceeding 
to enforce the claim is commenced 
within two years after last publication 
of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200003
3/3,10

THIS IS Brooklyn Guarnieri, 
president of non profit corporation 
“Double Eleven Ranch and Rescue” 
posting an official notice to voluntarily 
dissolve this business. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #200007
3/3,10

Debtors Creditors
ALL CREDITORS of the estate 
of LINDA MARIE MOORE, late 
of Newton County, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to: 
NAME OF Executor: Cheryle 

Denise Brooks

CHERYLE DENISE Brooks
C/O SHANNON D. Sneed
ATTORNEY AT Law
P.O. BOX 1245
COVINGTON, GA 30015

THIS 11TH day of February, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #119948
2/17,24-3/3,10

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS

ALL CREDITORS of the estate of 
MAE EPPINGER HARDY deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia 
are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
THIS 17TH day of February, 2021

SUSAN H. Aiken
EXECUTOR OF the Estate 
OF MAE Eppinger Hardy
C/O ROBERT Stansfield, Esq.
GREER, STANSFIELD & Turner, LLP
P.O. BOX 1617 
COVINGTON, GEORGIA 30015-1617
(770) 786-4390

PUBLIC NOTICE #119973
2/23-3/3,10,17

Divorces
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

GUY PITTERSON
	 PLAINTIFF,
-VS-
KENEISHA PITTERSON
	 DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION No.: 2021-CV-229-4

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: KENISHA PITTERSON
45 WIMBLERLY Way

COVINGTON, GA 30016
 
BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated FEBRUARY 9, 
2021you are hereby notified that on 
JFEBRUARY 12, 2021(date of filing) 
GUY PITTERSON (plaintiff)  filed suit 
against you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable CHEVEDA 
D. MCCAMY , Judge Superior Court 
of Newton County.

THIS, THE 10th day of FEBRUARY  
2021.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior Court

PUBLIC NOTICE #119950
2/17,24-3/3,10

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

CLASSIFIEDS & LEGALS
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Classifieds

Legals

Fun by the Numbers
Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 

column and box. You can figure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier 
it gets to solve the puzzle!

Last week’s solution:

Jobs

Drivers Wanted
PI-JON, INC. IS HIRING!

PI-JON IS seeking a CDL B 
Hazmat driver. To make local gas 
and diesel deliveries. Flexible 
Monday-Friday scheduling. Help 
with Hazemat certification for a 
good fit.

CALL PAIGE at 770-786-2705 or 
send your resume to pijoninc@
bellsouth.net

Help Wanted
THE LICENSE and Boat Registration 
Unit announces a vacancy for a part-
time position located at the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources 
Wildlife Resources Conservation 
Center in Walton County.  Under 
general supervision, this position 

provides excellent service to walk-in 
customers and over the phone 

for issues related to commercial 
licenses, hunting and fishing 

licenses, disability licenses, lifetime 
licenses, quota hunts, and boat 

registrations.  Pay Rate: $8.95/hourly 
up to 29 hours per workweek

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  	
March 6, 2021

FOR SPECIFIC job-related 
information and instructions on 

how to apply, please go to https://
georgiawildlife.com/careers-

internships and look under Available 
Positions: Seasonal/Part-Time.  You 
may also contact Daniel Brown via 
phone at 706-557-3251 or email 

Daniel.Brown2@dnr.ga.gov.

Publishing new issues every Wednesday and Sunday.

Subscribe today for only $5 a month! Call 770-787-6397 or visit CovNews.com.

GERORGIA

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: VALERIE JOHNSON
8287 SUSSEY

DETROIT, MI 48228
 
BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated FEBRUARY 22, 
2021you are hereby notified that on 
October 28, 2020 (date of filing) LEO 
JOHNSON (plaintiff)  filed suit against 
you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable LAYLA 
H. ZON  , Judge Superior Court of 
Newton County.

THIS, THE 22ND day of FEBRUARY  
2021.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior Court

PUBLIC NOTICE #200004
3/3,10,17,24

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GERORGIA

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: DANIELLE LEAKS
4311 TILLY MILL RD
ATLANTA, GA 30360

 
BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated FEBRUARY 
18, 2021you are hereby notified that 
on February 3, 2021 (date of filing) 
CASEY JONES (plaintiff)  filed suit 
against you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable JOHN 
M. OTT, Judge Superior Court of 
Newton County.

THIS, THE 18TH day of FEBRUARY  
2021.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior

PUBLIC NOTICE #200006
3/3,10,17,24

DUI - Second
NOTICE OF SECOND DUI 

CONVICTION WITHIN 5 YEARS
TO BE PUBLISHED

NAME: JOSHUA LLOYD HAVENER
CITY: COVINGTON, GA
COUNTY: NEWTON
ZIP CODE: 30016
ARREST DATE:  03/16/2018
ARREST TIME:  19:24 PM
ARREST LOCATION:  SKITTS MTN 

RD @ SKITTS MTN DR

DISPOSTION:  GUILTY

HALL COUNTY Superior & State 
Court
CHARLES BAKER, Clerk
225 GREEN Street, SE
GAINESVILLE, GA 30501

PUBLISHED PURSUANT TO 
O.C.G.A. 40-6-391A2
2018SR5465N

PUBLIC NOTICE #200010
3/3

Name Changes
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

 
YOU ARE hereby notified that on the 
9 day of Feb, 2021 Maurice Akpan, 
filed a Petition to Change Name in 
the Superior Court of Newton County. 
Maurice Akpan desires to change his/
her form Maurice Johnson Akpan 
to Maurice Mightily Johnson. Any 
interested party has the right to 
appear in this case and file objections 
within 30 days after the Petition to 
Change Name was filed.

MAURICE AKPAN
240 CREEKVIEW Blvd
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #119951
2/17,24-3/3,10

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME OF ADULT

EMMA MARIE BURLESON, filed 
a petition in the NEWTON County 
Superior Court on 2/17, 2021 to 
change name from : Emma Marie 
Burleson to Emmaline Jo Arter.
ANY INTERESTED party has the 
right to appear in this case and file 
objections within 30 days after the 
Petition was filed.

EMMA MARIE Burleson
810 WHATCOAST St
OXFORD, GA 30054

PUBLIC NOTICE #200005
3/3,10,17,24

Public Notice
CENTRAL GEORGIA ELECTRIC
MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION

ANNOUNCES UNCLAIMED 
CAPITAL

CREDIT CHECKS FOR 2015

IN COMPLIANCE with O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-12-236 of the Disposition of 
Unclaimed Property Act, Central 

Georgia EMC is attempting to locate 

Grant Notice 
The Technical College System of Georgia’s Office of Adult 
Education is requesting grant applications from eligible organizations 
interested in offering Integrated English Literacy & Civics Education 
Services. These Federal Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act 
grant funds are used to provide services to eligible individuals who 
are adult (16+) English language learners, including professionals 
with degrees and credentials in their native countries. TCSG will hold 
a virtual technical assistance Q&A for all interested applicants on 
March 16 from 10 – 11:30 am. Visit https://tcsg.edu/adult-
education/ for more information. 
 
TCSG is an equal opportunity institution and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. 

 

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — A 
Newton County resident 
and his business partner 
believe they have a good 
idea for a product to keep 
items relatively secure and 
germ-free in public places.

Now, the world will see if the “sharks” on ABC-TV’s 
“Shark Tank” are willing to 
take them to the next level 
of production.

Bob Mackey and his part-
ner, Decatur resident Mi-
chael Green, will pitch their product called the Yono 
Clip to the group of famed 
investors Friday, Feb. 5.

Taping of Friday’s epi-
sode was done in Septem-
ber — meaning they went 
from a rough idea for a 
product to taping “Shark 
Tank” with a working clip 
in about seven months.

Mackey, who is CEO of 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
North Central Georgia, said 
he cannot disclose what 
action the “sharks” took 

before Friday’s episode airs 
but he has told some of his 
club’s members that “all 
your goals are in reach” 
with the right amount of 

effort.
Green said he hoped their 

experience would prove to 
be an example for others, as well.

“You can have the great-
est idea but if you don’t 
take action it will just stay 
an idea,” he said.

The Yono Clip is a prod-
uct designed with a flat 
suction device on one side 
and a foldable clip on the 
other to allow the user to 
hang items up to 15 pounds 
— allowing a small purse 
or bag to be hung from a 
table rather than place on 
the ground.

“Shark Tank” features a 
panel of millionaires who 
hear pitches from entrepre-
neurs seeking investors for 
their products. The pan-
elists often pick apart the 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — As Newton County has kicked off its bicentennial celebration, the county’s school 
system will soon 
commemorate its 
150th anniver-
sary.

Newton 
County Schools 
students and 
employees began 
celebrating the 
150th anniversa-
ry of the founding of the district Monday, Feb. 1, officials an-nounced.

Special videos, proclamations 

Special to The Covington News
From left, Michael Green and Newton County resident Bob Mackey pitch their product to members of the ‘Shark Tank’ panel at the Las 
Vegas studio.

Telling The sTory of your life since 1865
Wednesday, february 3, 2021

$1

His Word
I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.

Galatians 2:20, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com

Metro Creative ServicesParents who rely on babysit-ters and caregivers to tend to children while they get a night out may find that their sitters are also celebrating on Valentine’s Day.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comHearty meals are best on cold nights, when food can provide a warming effect after coming in from the cold outdoors. This recipe for “Boeuf Bourguignon” from Jill Lightner’s “Edible Seat-tle: The Cookbook” (Sterling Epicure) is sure to provide such an effect.
Boeuf BourguignonServes 6 generouslyIngredients:2 pounds beef shoulder, cut into 2-inch pieces (see note)1 onion, cut into large dice2 carrots, cut into large dice2 stalks celery, cut into large dice

2 dried bay leaves4 sprigs fresh thyme7 sprigs fresh flat-leaf parsley
1⁄4 teaspoon black pepper-corns

1 bottle red wineSalt
Freshly ground black pep-per

1 tablespoon canola oil1⁄4 pound slab bacon, cut into large dice1⁄2 stick (4 tablespoons) unsalted butter1⁄4 cup all-purpose flour4 cups beef stock2 large Yukon Gold pota-toes, peeled and cut into large dice
1 pound pearl onions, blanched and peeled1 pound button mushrooms, diced

Directions:1. Put the beef chunks in a large bowl and add the onion, carrots and celery. In a piece of cheesecloth, tie together a bouquet of garni of the bay leaves, thyme, parsley, and peppercorns and add to the bowl. Pour in the bottle of wine. Cover and let marinate in the refrigerator overnight, stirring the mixture once or twice over the course of the evening.
2. The next day, remove the meat from the marinade and dry the pieces in a shallow pan lined with several layers of paper towels. Remove the vegetables and reserve them separately, along with the bouquet garni. Reserve the 

wine. Season the beef with salt and pepper.3. In a large Dutch oven over medium heat, warm the canola oil. Add the bacon and cook until browned and the fat is rendered, about five minutes. Remove the bacon from the pot and set aside. In single-layer batches, brown the beef chunks on all sides, then set aside. Brown the reserved onions, carrots and celery, about 10 minutes. Add additional canola oil to the pot if there is not enough bacon fat to brown all of the beef and vegetables.4. Return the beef to the pot with the vegetables and add three tablespoons of the butter. Sprinkle with the 

flour and cook, stirring, for about three minutes. Add the reserved wine and de-glaze the pot, scraping up all the browned bits from the bottom. Add the bacon and stock and bring to a boil. Skim off the scum that rises to the top; once the scum is removed, add the bouquet garni. Simmer, covered, over medium-low heat until the beef is very tender, about one and a half hours. Remove the bouquet garni.5. Toward the end of the beef’s cooking time, bring the potatoes to a boil in a separate saucepan covered generously with salted water. Cook until tender, about 15 minutes.6. In a medium sauté pan, melt three tablespoons of the butter over medium-high heat. Add the pearl onions and sauté for three to four minutes. Add the mushrooms to the onions and cook until both onions and mushrooms are golden brown, about five minutes longer. Season to taste with salt and pepper.7. Serve the stew in bowls, garnished with the pearl on-ions, mushrooms and pota-toes.
Note: When shopping for beef, you won’t find a cut labeled “beef shoulder” — what you want is either a chuck roast of some sort or, from a bit lower on the shoul-der, a cut labeled either “arm roast” or “round bone roast.”
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SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comDining out is a Valentine’s Day tradition. Couples new and old typically make Val-entine’s Day into date night at nice restaurants, making this holiday that much more special.
Couples who want to add a special twist to Valen-tine’s Day date night can enjoy a nice meal out before returning home for some homemade dessert. Whether couples prepare it together or surprise their significant others, the following recipe for “Coffee Crisp” from Bob Blumer’s “Surreal Gourmet Bites” (Chronicle Books) can make for the perfect ending to a Valentine’s Day date night.

Coffee CrispYields 12 bitesIngredients:6 egg yolks8 tablespoons sugar2 tablespoons instant espresso or Coffee powder1 1⁄2 cups heavy cream1⁄2 teaspoon vanilla extract
Directions:Preheat the oven to 300 degrees. In a medium bowl, whisk egg yolks and six tablespoons of the sugar for 1 minute, or until smooth and pale yellow in color. Reserve.In a second medium bowl, add espresso granules and 1⁄4 cup of the cream. Whisk until smooth, then add remaining cream and vanilla, and whisk until well blended.Very gently, fold espresso cream mixture into egg yolks.Use a ladle to pour custard mixture into espresso cups, filling them three-fourths of 

the way to the top.Place cups in a baking dish or roasting pan and transfer to oven. Fill a pitcher with warm tap water. Before closing oven door, pour water into pan (but not into the cups themselves!) until it reaches halfway up the sides of the cups.

Bake for 40 minutes, or until the custards jiggle just slightly when you shake the pan. Remove pan from oven and leave out on counter, allowing the residual heat of the water to finish the cook-ing process.When custards have fully solidified, refrigerate for two 

hours
Just before serving, sprinkle 1⁄2 teaspoon of sugar evenly overtop each custard. Use a small blowtorch to caramelize the sugar. Alternatively, place cups 1 inch below oven broil-er under a watchful eye for approximately two minutes, or until sugar caramelizes.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comCome Valentine’s Day, couples are anx-ious to enjoy time spent with the one they love — whether it involves a dinner at a restaurant or a few hours of unin-terrupted conversation at home. Parents who rely on babysitters and caregivers to tend to children while they get a night out may find that their sitters are also celebrating on Valen-tine’s Day. This leaves parents of children of all ages potentially won-dering how to celebrate with kids in tow. Here are some ideas to get started.
Breakfast celebrationWho says Valentine’s Day love and affection is restricted to the eve-ning? Make use of your time by tinkering with the schedule so that you can enjoy one-on-one moments in the morn-ing or afternoon while children are in school or at daycare. Enjoy a couple’s breakfast or brunch, followed by a massage. 

Meet for lunchIf you can’t spare a day off from work, make a point to meet for lunch at a place halfway between your offices. This is yet another kid-free opportunity to enjoy meaningful con-versation and time spent as a couple.
Let the kids helpEnlist the kids to give you the night off from dinner, or have them se-lect the perfect take-out menu for a Valentine’s Day dinner. Children do not always have the opportunity to give back to their parents, and on Feb.14 they can step up their game. Move up bed times a little so the kids are tucked in early enough to allow you to cuddle on the couch.Catch up on family timeChildren are a shin-ing example of their parents’ love for one another. Use Valentine’s Day as an opportunity to skip other obliga-tions, including extra-curricular activities, and have a family day. Watch a movie together and enjoy a picnic.On Valentine’s Day, there are many work-arounds if the babysitter is unavailable.

Metro Creative Services

Coffee Crisps can make for the perfect ending to a Valentine’s Day date night.

Try sweet treats at home this Valentine’s Day

Enjoy 
Valentine’s 

Day — even 
when the 

sitter’s away

Metro Creative Services

Hearty meals, like Boeuf Bourguignon, are best served on cold nights.

Warm up with stew on cold wintry nights

Try a different take on classic spaghetti, see FOOD B1
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Weather
Wednesday, Feb. 3
High: 50°; Low: 26°
Sunny.

Thursday, Feb. 4
High: 55°; Low: 43°
Partly sunny.
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$4.6 million bid 

approved for more 
landfill space

See A3
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Your Comfort is 
Our Business

11290 Brown Bridge Rd. 
Covington, GA 30016
www.dwairflow.com

770-788-7700
High-Quality Air Conditioning 

Services Since 1986

‘Yono’ for everyone?

 See ‘YONO’, A3

SPORTS: 
BENTON BIDS 

FAREWELL
Newton football star 

announces decision to 
transfer to new school

Newton County Schools

Return to 
in-person 

instruction 
begins Feb. 8

Newton resident pitches germ-reducing product on ‘Shark Tank’

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — After consulting with the local health department, Newton County Schools recently announced its intention to restart in-person learning beginning Feb. 8.
Students have been limited to virtual instruction since Jan. 5 as the number of COVID-19 cases dramatically increased across Newton County over the dis-trict’s winter break period.
“We know the remote learning environment has been a hardship for many families and we empa-thize and understand the 

 See RETURN, A7

 See CELEBRATION, A7

District kicks 
off 150th 

anniversary 
celebration

Samantha
Fuhrey

Special to The Covington NewsThe Yono Clip is designed to hold up to 15 pounds.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — A Covington man reportedly was in serious condition at an At-lanta hospital after being shot in the stomach early Sunday, Feb. 14, and several officers responding to what sounded like a “gun battle.”Covington Police charged Terry Smith, 22, of Covington, with one count of aggravated assault after the victim was found in the driveway area of his home with six gunshot wounds. 
At least 20 officers responded to the incident that was orig-inally reported as a firearm 

Scholarship established in Johnson’s honor

Oxford College

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

OXFORD, Ga. — To honor one of its “most prominent” alumni, Oxford College of Emory Univer-sity recently announced the establishment of the Judge Horace J. Johnson, Jr. Schol-arship Endowment to pro-vide need-based scholarships 

to prospective students. 
According 

to a spokes-
person from 
Oxford 
College, 
“generous” donations from alumnus Keith Burns and the Johnson family made the endowment possible.

The Alcovy Superior Court judge died July 1, 2020, of a cardiac arrest. He had been diagnosed with COVID-19 days before.
Johnson grew up in the Sand Hill community and was a graduate of Newton High School, part of the first integrated class to go through the local schools. He grad-uated from Oxford College of Emory University, then earned a degree from the Goizueta Business School at 

Emory in Atlanta. He later earned his Juris Doctor at the University of Georgia School of Law. Johnson went into private practice and in 2002, Gov. Roy Barnes appointed him to the Superior Court bench for the Alcovy Judicial Circuit, making him the first Black Superior Court judge in the circuit, and at the time of his death was the only Black person to have served as a Superior Court judge in the circuit covering Newton 

and Walton counties.Friday, Feb. 5, Newton County’s judicial center in Covington was formally renamed the Judge Horace J. Johnson, Jr. Judicial Center to honor the late jurist.Johnson was described as one of the college’s “pio-neering and most prom-inent African-American alumni and spent years as a sought-after and generous 

Horace J. 
Johnson Jr.

Family happy to continue jurist’s legacy through helping others

 See HONOR, A3

 See SHOT, A2

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

The Rev. Harold Cobb believes he was more of a member of a team working to better his community than a ground-breaker for Black Newton residents in county govern-ment.
Cobb was the first Afri-can-American county resi-dent elected to the Newton County Board of Commis-sioners in 1976 and served parts of three decades on the county’s governing body.

He also led the committee that organized the annual Martin Luther King Cele-bration from 1985 to 2017. Cobb, 80, is a Newton County native. He recalled he ran for a seat on the Covington City Council five times before he earned the District 4 seat on the Newton County Board of 

Commissioners.
He served until 1996 when he left the commis-sion to return to college and earn a degree in theology.Cobb recalled he ran for the commission seat to bring more recreation ser-

vices to the city and county.“I saw a lot of things I wanted to do to improve the city and county,” said the longtime church pastor.After serving in the mili-tary, he returned with a “de-sire to work and be a part” 

of improving the quality of life in his hometown.However, he said he won election in an effort to better the whole county — not just one part of it, Cobb 

Telling The sTory of your life since 1865
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$1

His Word
From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the Lord’s name is to be praised.

Psalm 113:3, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com
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Weather
Wednesday, Feb. 17
High: 54°; Low: 42°
100% chance of rain.

Thursday, Feb. 18
High: 62°; Low: 34°
100% chance of rain.
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Piedmont Newton welcomes new 
board members
See BUSINESS, A7
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REDSKINS 
ON DECK

Social Circle ready 
to swing away 

for 2021 season

Black History Month
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Have a recipe you’d like to share? 

Email it to news@covnews.com and be featured in a future edition of The Covington News.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comMany people aspire to eat 
light meals that satisfy hun-
ger pangs without creating 
feelings of fullness. Some 
may assume light meals must 
be lacking flavor, but the following recipe for “Silken 

Chicken” from Madhur Jaf-
frey’s “Quick & Easy Indian 
Cooking” (Chronicle Books) 
is light and packs that familiar 
flavorful punch that endears 
Indian cuisine to millions of 
people across the globe.

Silken ChickenServes 2 to 4
Ingredients:For marinating the chicken:

4 boned, skinned chicken 
breast halves (about 11⁄4 pounds)
1⁄2 teaspoon salt2 tablespoons fresh lemon 

juice
1⁄4 cup heavy whipping 

cream
1⁄2 teaspoon homemade 

garam masala (see below)1⁄4 teaspoon cayenne pep-
per

1⁄4 teaspoon ground roasted 
cumin seeds (see below)1⁄2 teaspoon paprika1 clove garlic, peeled and 

crushed to a pulp1⁄2 teaspoon peeled, finely 
grated fresh ginger
For sprinkling over the 

chicken:Salt as neededFreshly ground black pep-
per

A little homemade garam 
masala

A little ground roasted cum-
in seed

A little cayenne pepper1 teaspoon dried mint flakes
Generous squeezes of fresh 

lemon juice
Directions:Preheat the oven to its high-

est temperature and arrange 
a shelf in the top third of the 
oven.

Cut three diagonal slits 
across the top of each piece of 
chicken breast, being careful 
not to cut all the way through 
and also not to go to the edge. 
Prick the chicken pieces with 
the sharp point of a small 
knife. Put them in a single 
layer in a large baking dish 
and rub both sides with the 
salt and lemon juice. Leave 
for five minutes. Meanwhile, 
combine the cream with the garam masala, cayenne, 

cumin seeds, paprika, garlic, 
and ginger in a bowl. Stir this 
mixture well and pour it over 
the chicken. Rub it into the 
meat and leave for 10 min-
utes.

Lift the chicken pieces up 
(most of the marinade will 
cling to them) and place them 
down in a single layer in a 
shallow baking pan lined 

with aluminum foil. On top 
of each, sprinkle a little salt, 
black pepper, garam masala, 
ground roasted cumin seed, 
cayenne, dried mint, and lem-
on juice. Put into the top third 
of the oven and bake for 15 
minutes, or until the chick-
en is just white all the way 
through. Serve immediately, 
minted side up.

Garam Masala
Ingredients:1 tablespoon cardamom 

seeds
One 2-inch cinnamon stick
1⁄3 of one nutmeg1 teaspoon black pepper-

corns
1 teaspoon black cumin 

seeds
1 teaspoon whole clovesDirections:Place ingredients into a 

clean coffee or spice grinder 
and ground to a powder.To make ground roasted 

cumin seeds: Put four to five tablespoons 
of the whole seeds into a small cast-iron frying pan 

and set over medium heat. 
Stir the seeds and roast them 
over dry heat until they turn 
a few shades darker and emit 
a wonderful roasted aroma. 
Wait for them to cool slightly 
and then grind them in a clean 
coffee or spice grinder. Store 
in a tightly closed jar.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comLent is a solemn sea-son of introspection and prayer as Christians pre-pare for the Easter cele-bration and feast. One of the hallmarks of the this time of year is abstaining 
from meat each Friday and during certain days of 

obligation.People who routinely consume meat and poultry 
may be wondering which 
meals they can enjoy to keep flavors fresh on nonmeat days. Many In-dian dishes are meat-free, 

vegan options that can be perfectly inserted into Lenten Fridays. Such is the case with this recipes 
for “Curry of Vegetables With Potatoes” from “Menus and Memories From Punjab” (Hippo-crene Books) by Veronica 

“Rani” Sidhu.
Curry of Vegetables with Potatoes(Aloo Mutter)Yield: 10 1-cup servingsIngredients:1⁄4 cup vegetable oil2 medium onions, chopped

3 cloves garlic, minced2 inches of ginger, minced
2 teaspoons ground turmeric1 1⁄2 teaspoons whole or ground cumin seeds1 tablespoon ground fenugreek seeds (optional)1 medium/large tomato, 

chopped
1 or 2 long green chile peppers, seeded and finely 

chopped
1 1⁄2 teaspoons salt, or to taste

1⁄3 cup tomato paste2 teaspoons garam masala
4 cups potatoes, peeled 

and cut into 11⁄4-inch cubes.
3 cups frozen peas, thawed

1⁄2 cup cilantro leaves and stems, finely chopped, 
plus some for garnish
Directions:In a large, heavy-bot-tomed pot, heat the oil and 

sauté the onions, garlic and ginger over medium heat until lightly browned, 
stirring frequently. Add the spices and brown for 1 more minute. For a smooth gravy, purée this tardka in a blender.Return the tardka to the 

pot and add the tomato, chile pepper and salt, stir-
ring constantly for another 
few minutes. Stir in the tomato paste, 1 teaspoon of the garam masala, potatoes, and three cups of water. Simmer for 30 minutes over low heat, stirring occasionally.Add the peas plus 21⁄2 cups water. Taste for salt and heat through. Before serving, sprinkle with the 

last teaspoon of garam masala and the cilantro leaves garnish.

Metro Creative Services

“Silken Chicken” is light and packs that familiar flavorful punch that endears Indian cuisine to millions of 

people across the globe.

Vegan 
curry fit for Lenten season

Poultry dish with 
Poultry dish with flavorful punch
flavorful punch

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comMardi Gras in 2021 will look very different from past celebrations. Even though COVID-19 already started to spread around the world in February 2020, New Orle-
ans, home to one of the most famous Mardi Gras 

festivals, carried on with its historic parade as the world was still learning about the virus and how it 
spread. 

According to New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell, there will be no Mardi Gras parades in 2021, as “large gath-erings have proven to be super-spreader events of the COVID-19 virus.” Cantrell said Mardi Gras 2021 was “not canceled, just different.” Mardi Gras, which precedes the Christian Lenten season, is an opportunity for one final day of joviality and some 
well-intentioned indul-gence prior to the solemn 

period of Lent. Revelers have long celebrated Mar-
di Gras with parades and 
a carnival atmosphere has 
become synonymous with 
New Orleans.  Celebrating from home 

may be the safest bet. Use 
these tips to  make such celebrations more festive.• Bake a King Cake. This cake is only avail-able during Carnival sea-son. It is a circular sweet pastry frosted to look like 

a crown in the yellow, green and purple colors of 
Mardi Gras.• Delve into recipes for New Orleans cuisine, 

whether by ordering in or 
cooking it yourself. • Buy or decorate masks. Mask-wearing has become the norm for people around the world, 

but Mardi Gras masks cover the eyes rather than 
the nose and mouth. • Keep “throws” on hand. Throws are one of the beloved traditions of Mardi Gras parades. Rep-

licate the effect by tossing 
anything small, like candy 
coins or faux jewelry, back and forth with your fellow revelers.

Ways to enjoy Mardi Gras from home

Metro Creative Services
Celebrating Mardi Gras at home may be the safest bet. 

The following tips can help make such celebrations more 
festive.

Silken chicken recipe to satisfy any hunger pangs

Keep flavors fresh on non-meat day with potatoe recipe

Silken chicken recipe to satisfy hunger pangs, see FOOD B1

INSIDE:

 See RECALLS, A3

Man shot 
six times 
outside 

Collier St. 
home

File | The Covington News

From left, Tiffany Clay accepts the 2015 MLK Trailblazer Award from the Rev. Harold Cobb, who orga-
nized the awards event for 32 years.

Local Crime

Suspect charged; victim 
in ‘serious condition’

Newton’s first Black 
commissioner saw 

himself as team 
member rather than 

trailblazer

Reverend recalls historic time

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
City and county leaders 
asked state lawmakers 
Monday to help them 
secure funding for infra-
structure needs and deal 
with the state government 
in better ways.

Top officials with New-
ton County and three city 
governments were among 
organizations attending 
a pre-legislative session 
meeting with Newton 
County Legislative Dele-
gation members.

Topics ranged from 
local mask restrictions to 

needs for state funding of 
roads and sewer systems.

Local officials either 
gave formal presentations 
or informally discussed 
concerns needing state 
attention during the two-
hour event.

The state lawmakers 
represented districts that 

include parts of Newton 
County. They traveled to 
Covington for the Mon-
day afternoon meeting 
after being sworn in for 
their new terms of office 
at the State Capitol in At-
lanta a few hours earlier.

House rebukes Trump 
second time for ‘incitement 
of insurrection’ at Capitol

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. —  Current-
ly, the only place for the public to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine in 
Newton County is the health de-
partment, and supplies are limited.

Chad Wasdin, communications 
director and public information 
officer for Gwinnett, Newton & 
Rockdale County Health Depart-
ments, told The Covington News 
on Thursday that the vaccine was 
available only to individuals who fit 
into Phase 1A of the state’s vaccine 
rollout plan and by appointment 
only.

“Phase 1A includes frontline 
healthcare personnel, residents 
of long-term care facilities, first 

responders (law enforcement, fire-
fighters and EMS), and adults 65 
and older (and their caregivers as 
applicable),” he said. “Individuals 
must live or work in Georgia.”

People wishing to get the vaccine 
who are eligible do not have to be 
vaccinated in their county of resi-
dence, Wasdin said. For example, 
if a Newton County resident sees 
that an appointment is available at a 
Gwinnett County location, Wasdin 
said that person is free to make an 
appointment.

Vaccine appointments can be 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald J. Trump has been impeached by 
the U.S. House of Representatives for 
a second time within four years, this 
time on a single charge of “incitement 
of insurrection” at the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6. 

Trump is the first president in history 
to be impeached twice. He could be 
removed from office if the Senate votes 
in favor of conviction.

The impeachment article brought 
against the president Wednesday, Jan. 
13, claimed Trump “repeatedly issued 
false statements asserting that the presi-
dential election results were the product 
of widespread fraud and should not be 
accepted by the American people or 
certified by state or federal officials,” 
which led to the riot at the U.S. Capitol 
more than one week ago.

An invasion of the U.S. Capitol by 
Trump supporters left five people, 
including a Capitol Police officer, 
dead. Supporters were at the U.S. 
Capitol to protest the certification of 
President-elect Joe Biden’s Electoral 
College win in the Nov. 3 Gener-
al Election. Biden’s inauguration is 
Wednesday, Jan. 20.

U.S. Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Lithonia, 
who represents part of Newton County, 
was one of 232 members of the House 
to vote in favor of impeachment. 

....
Read the rest of this article at 

CovNews.com — where we break 
news online, around-the-clock.

Weather
Saturday, Jan. 16
High: 43°  Low: 26°
Mostly sunny.

Sunday, Jan. 17
High: 48°  Low: 30°
Mostly sunny.
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Covington student 
nominated to 
service academies 
See EDUCATION, A9
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His Word
And the peace of God, 
which passeth all 
understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ 
Jesus.

Philippians 4:7, KJV

SPORTS: 
Green named 
Region POTY

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 
local issues at 
CovNews.com

See A10
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Newton health department official offers guidance as Phase 1A of rollout underway

National News

 See VACCINE, A2

IMPEACHED 
AGAIN

Associated Press

President Donald J. Trump was impeached by 

the House for a second time in less than two 

years Wednesday.

SINCE 1865                                                       Get breaking news updates, manage your subscrip
tion, place an advertisement and read the e-edition

 at CovNews.com

Vaccine available but limited

Local officials meet lawmakers for help 

with funding, dealing with state government

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News

State legislators representing Newton County met with city and county leaders Monday to hear what needs they have and how 

the lawmakers can help. Pictured right, Newton County Schools Superintendent Samantha Fuhrey and District 3 Board Member 

Shakila Henderson-Baker speak to legislators — read about the school system’s needs in a future edition of The Covington News.
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COVID-19 vaccines produced by Moder-

na and Pfizer are currently being rolled 

out across Georgia and the entire U.S., 

though limited in supply.

COVID-19: A Global Public Health Crisis

 See HELP, A3

Newton County

Rams star, UGA signee tops 

Region 4-AAAAAAA honors list

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Almost two-

thirds of Newton County voters cast 

ballots early or absentee in the high-

ly-publicized Tuesday, Jan. 5, runoff 

election for Georgia’s two U.S. Senate 

seats.
The runoff was required after neither 

of the top two vote-getters in each of 

the U.S. Senate races and the PSC race 

won majorities of votes cast in their 

elections statewide Nov. 3.
Final voter turnout was 60% (48,817 

out of 80,538 registered voters), which 

was lower than 69% for the General 

Election, but marked a new record high 

for a runoff. In a 2008 U.S. Senate 

runoff, only 22,546 voted in Newton 

County.
For Tuesday’s runoffs, approximate-

ly 39% were advance voters and 33% 

were absentee by mail. The remaining 

28% — about 17,000 — were Election 

Day voters.
In the Nov. 3 General Election, 33% 

voted on Election Day and 29% voted 

absentee, which indicates about the 

same number of Democrats returned 

to vote in the runoffs but not as many 

Republicans.
Only 5,690 fewer Newton County 

voters turned out for the Jan. 5 runoffs 

compared to the Nov. 3 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

People claiming to be sup-
porters of President Donald 
J. Trump invaded the U.S. 

Capitol in an unprecedented man-

ner Wednesday, Jan. 6, breaching 

security lines and inciting chaos 

seen around the world.
As many as five people were 

reportedly killed 
during the action, 
according to multi-
ple news outlets.

Congress had 
convened to certify 
President-elect Joe 
Biden’s Electoral 

College win against Trump in the 

Nov. 3 General Election. Trump 

had previously encouraged his 

supporters to protest the eventual 

certification.
As demonstrators, some report-

edly armed, violently stormed into 

the Capitol, breaking windows and 

destroying property, members of 

the House and Senate were forced 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Former Newton 

County Emergency Management Agency 

Director Steve Biggers died Saturday, Jan. 2. 

Biggers was recently hospitalized with 

COVID-19, according to family. After more 

than four weeks of battling the novel virus 

and spending time on a ventilator, Biggers 

died at the age of 77.
Biggers, a lifelong resident of Covington, 

was an accomplished man who loved nothing 

more than to serve others.

“He never said no,” Doug Biggers said of 

his father. “Any time someone would call and 

ask him to do something, the first thing he’d 

say was, ‘Well, sure.’
“He set an example for me his entire life, 

which was super high. They don’t make too 

many like that anymore,” Doug continued. 

“He always had a big smile on his face — it 

was an infectious smile and an infectious 

attitude … he was one of a kind.”

Weather
Saturday, Jan. 9
High: 46°  Low: 26°
Mostly sunny; 15 mph winds.

Sunday, Jan. 10
High: 51°  Low: 31°
Calm and sunny.
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we once knew 
is no more
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Mae Hardy
Covington 
Mary Bollinger
Hilton Head Island, SC
Brenda Duckett
Covington
See A2
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His Word
And Jesus knew their 
thoughts, and said 
unto them, Every king-
dom divided against 
itself is brought to 
desolation; and every 
city or house divided 
against itself shall not 
stand:

Matthew 12:25, KJV

SPORTS: 

Alcovy Hoops 
in action

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 
local issues at 
CovNews.com

See A8
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Trump supporters invade Capitol 

in wake of election certification
Congress evacuates as violence 

ensues; 5 killed during chaos
 Federal, state, local leaders 

condemn siege as world watches

General Election Runoffs

 See REVOLTING, A7

Democrats flip 
US Senate

 See FLIP, A2

Associated Press

Rev. Raphael Warnock (left) and Jon Os-

soff won election bids Tuesday for the U.S. 

Senate, giving Democrats majority in both 

chambers of Congress.

Record runoff turnout in 

Newton pushes Ossoff, 

Warnock to victories

SINCE 1865                                              
         Get breaking news updates, man

age your subscription, place an ad
vertisement and read the e-edition

 at CovNews.com

REVOLTING

John Minchillo | Associated Press

Demonstrators work to break through a police barrier Wednesday, Jan. 6, at the Capitol in Washington. As Congress prepared to 

affirm President-elect Joe Biden’s victory, thousands of people gathered to show their support for President Donald Trump and 

his claims of election fraud.

Jose Luis Magana | Associated Press

Supporters of President Donald Trump protest as U.S. Capitol 

Police shoot tear gas outside of the U.S. Capitol.

Andrew Harnik | Associated Press

U.S. Capitol Police with guns drawn stand near a barricaded 

door as protesters try to break into the House Chamber.

Former EMA Director Steve Biggers dies at 77

Lifelong 
Newton County 
resident Steve 

Biggers died 
Saturday, 
Jan. 2, af-

ter battling 
COVID-19. 
He was 77.

Special to The 
Covington News

Newton County

Steven
Moore

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Newton County’s 
coroner is facing both 
losing her salary or her 
elected position after 
the county manager 
recently began the pro-
cess of removing her 

from office.
The Georgia Coro-

ners Training Council is 
scheduled to meet later 
this month and could 
consider removing 
Dorothea Bailey-Butts’ 
certification that state 
law requires she have 
before she can receive 

her sal-
ary, said 
Chair-
man 
Richard 
Stanley 
of Dub-
lin.

Stan-
ley, who 
is coro-
ner of Laurens County, 
said the council could 
remove the certification 

a coroner is required 
to hold to receive her 
$35,000 annual salary 
from the county.

The Georgia Ad-
ministrative Code that 
governs the Coroners 
Training Council states, 
“No coroner shall 
charge or collect any 
fee, charge, or cost 
of any kind for his 
services unless such 
coroner is properly 

certified.” 
The five-member 

Training Council can 
remove a coroner’s 
certification if the 
holder of the office, “Is 
unable to perform the 
duties of the office with 
‘reasonable skill and 
safety to citizens’ be-
cause of illness, use of 
substances, or the result 
of a physical or mental 
condition.”

Other instances in 
which the Council can 
remove certification 
are for conviction of a 
crime involving “moral 
turpitude,” or crimes 
classified as felonies or 
involving marijuana or 
a controlled substance.

However, the law is 
not clear how long she 
must be in office to 

 See CORONER, A6

Weather
Saturday, Feb. 13
High: 45°  Low: 41°
• 100% chance of rain

Sunday, Feb. 14
High: 51°  Low: 43°
• 60% chance of rain
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His Word
But they that wait 

upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; 
they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not 
faint.

Isaiah 40:31, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com
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Eastside’s head football 
coach departs for Woodstock 
High School. For more on the 
move, see A11

SPORTS: 

Hoff takes 
new HC job

State coroner council to consider removing Bailey-Butts’ certification
Hearings would precede judge’s decision 

on job, council’s decision on pay

Dorothea
Bailey-Butts

Special Photo | Newton County Parks & Recreation 
See a larger scale rendering of the skatepark to be built at Denny 
Dobbs Park in Newton County on page A5.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Newton skateboarders may only 
have to travel to the county’s west side for a skatepark by 
the end of the summer this year.

The Newton County Board of Commissioners recently 
approved the use of Special Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax (SPLOST) funds for construction of a skateboard 
park in Denny Dobbs Park on Georgia Hwy. 212.

The board approved a contract with low bidder Grind-
line Skateparks Inc. of Seattle, Washington, for $189,875.

Funding is coming from the recreation part of the 
SPLOST voters approved in 2017, county records show.

Commissioners approve plan for 
skatepark at Denny Dobbs Park

GNARLY
Newton County gets

 See GNARLY, A5

Photo by 
Metro Creative Services

General Election

Covington man 
accused of 

illegal voting

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

ATLANTA — A Covington resident 
was listed among organizations and indi-
viduals that a state agency on Wednesday, 
Feb. 10, referred for criminal prosecution 
for alleged violations of state election 
laws.

The State Election Board bound over 
Sean Watson of Covington for prosecu-
tion for allegedly being a non-citizen and 
voting, according to a Georgia Secretary 
of State news release. 

The Election Board listed Watson 
among 34 cases it recommended that 
local district attorneys or the state attor-
ney general prosecute for violating state 
election laws.

Watson registered originally in Novem-
ber 2008 and said he was a U.S. citizen 
because he believed he automatically be-
came one when his mother obtained her 
citizenship, the Newton County Board of 
Elections reported.

He voted in the November 2008 Gen-
eral Election, a November 2012 Special 
Election and the November 2018 General 
Election.  

However, he did not meet the criteria 
to become a citizen under derivation, 

State Election Board alleges 
resident cast ballot as non-citizen

 See VOTING, A6
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UGA-based leadership development institute honors Johnson
STAFF REPORTS

news@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — The late Judge 
Horace J. Johnson Jr. 
was named this year’s 
Innovations in Commu-
nity Leadership Award 
recipient by the J.W. 
Fanning Institute for 
Leadership Develop-
ment at the University 
of Georgia (UGA). 

Johnson was cho-
sen for the award for 
his “commitment to 
developing leaders 
and strengthening his 
hometown of Newton 
County and communi-
ties across Georgia,” 
according to the publi-
cation UGA Today.

The Fanning Institute 
presents the award an-
nually to a community 
or individual that has 
moved beyond tradi-
tional community lead-
ership programming 
through innovative 
practices, partnerships 
and activities that better 

serve participants and 
their communities.

Johnson’s family 
accepted the award 

on his behalf. It was 
announced at the an-
nual Fanning Institute 
Community Leadership 

Conference, which was 
held virtually this year 
on Feb. 18. 

Johnson, a Covington 

resident, served as a 
Superior Court judge in 
the Alcovy Judicial Cir-
cuit for 18 years until 
his death in July 2020 
at age 61 after testing 
positive for COVID-19. 

During his tenure, 
Johnson launched 
accountability courts 
for veterans and for 
parents who are behind 
on child-support pay-
ments. 

Outside of his judi-
cial service, Johnson 
worked to create a 
Boys & Girls Club in 
Newton County and 
assisted in the creation 
of a mentoring program 
in the county’s school 
system. 

He was also in-
volved in Leadership 
Georgia, a leadership 
training program for 
young community 
leaders across Georgia, 
and was a member of 
the Fanning Institute 
Advisory Board which 
oversees UGA’s J.W. 

Fanning Institute for 
Leadership Develop-
ment. 

“Horace truly embod-
ied what it means to be 
a community leader and 
a public servant,” said 
Matt Bishop, director 
of the UGA Fanning 
Institute. 

“He committed his 
life to creating oppor-
tunities for tomorrow’s 
leaders and helping 
others reach their goals 
and aspirations,” Bish-
op said. “Horace left a 
legacy of servant lead-
ership and giving back 
to his community and 
throughout this state.”

Johnson, a native of 
Newton County, attend-
ed Oxford College and 
earned degrees from 
Emory University and 
the UGA School of 
Law.

Gov. Roy Barnes 
appointed Johnson as 
a Superior Court judge 
for Newton and Walton 
counties in 2002.

Special | University of Georgia
Matt Bishop, far right, director of the Fanning Institute at UGA, presents the 2021 
Innovations in Community Leadership Award to Judge Horace Johnson Jr.’s family in 
Covington recently.

GDOT says Hwy. 142 bridge replacement finally nearing completion
By TAYLOR BECK

tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
Completion of the bridge 
construction on Georgia Hwy. 
142 over the CSX railroad is 
now only five to six weeks 
out.

The $14.1 million bridge 
replacement project has been 
ongoing since December 
2016 and included 1.6 miles 
of widening and reconstruc-
tion for additional lanes 
on Hwy. 142, beginning at 
Interstate 20 and extending 
to Alcovy Road, but several 
roadblocks have caused it to 
stall.

The latest troubles came in 
October 2020 when Georgia 

Department of Transportation 
District Communications 
Specialist Kyle Collins said 
the bridge deck did not meet 
the department’s standards, 
so it had to be removed and 
replaced.

Now, Collins said, the 
deck has been finished and 
southbound traffic has been 
successfully shifted onto a 
portion of the bridge so the 
project’s final steps — com-
pletion of a concrete median 
and final asphalting — could 
be finished.

Collins was hopeful that 
“major completion” of the 
project would be reached 
within roughly 45 days, de-
pending “heavily” on weather.

After nearly five 
years of construc-
tion, the bridge 
replacement on 
Hwy. 142 over 
the CSX railroad 
in Covington is 
finally nearing 
completion. 

Special Photo | 
Georgia Department 
of Transportation
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Two NCSS high schools named 2021 
Advanced Placement Honor Schools

Newborn council votes to deal with code violators
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elected sheriff. He is also the 
county’s first African-Ameri-
can captain.  

Brown began his career 
in law enforcement in 1973 
with the Covington Police 
Department as a patrolman. 
Since joining the county’s 
sheriff’s office in 1977, he 
has served in every capac-
ity of the department from 
deputy sheriff to lieutenant. 

Brown also created Geor-
gia’s first sex offender resi-
dential mapping system.

Brown said that some of 
his most memorable expe-
riences in law enforcement 
was providing security for 
the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) 
and dismantling illegal 
liquor stills in the late 1980s, 
the news release stated.

Others Johnson honored 

included Sheriff Eric Levett, 
the first African-American 
sheriff in Rockdale Coun-
ty history; Sheriff Melody 
Maddox, who is DeKalb 
County’s first woman to hold 
the office; Sheriff Keybo 
Taylor, who is Gwinnett 
County’s first African-Amer-
ican sheriff; and Lillian 
Foston Walker, who is the 
first African-American secre-

tary for the Georgia General 
Assembly. 

Walker worked with then-
State Sen. Leroy Johnson, 
who was the first Afri-
can-American state senator 
when elected in 1962. 

“I look forward to Sheriff 
Taylor joining myself along, 
with sheriffs Maddox, Levett 
and Brown, in rebuilding our 
communities and helping 

those who deserve a second 
chance after getting caught 
up in the system or falling on 
hard times,” said Johnson. 
“It was also important for me 
to honor a pioneer such as 
Mrs. Walker. We must give 
our heroes and “sheroes” our 
greatest respect. Today, we 
stand on their shoulders.”

schools to return for 
in-person classes before 
year’s end as teachers 
are vaccinated, saying 
online classes amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
have dampened stu-
dents’ education prog-
ress for too long.

“Virtual schooling is 
leaving too many chil-
dren behind and parents 
at their wits’ end,” 
Kemp said. “We must 
have students back in 
the classroom, five days 
a week.”

The upcoming 
vaccine expansion for 
teachers drew praise 
from State School 
Superintendent Richard 
Woods, who called it a 

critical step in returning 
Georgia kids to in-per-
son schooling.

“This is an import-
ant step in ensuring 
all Georgia students 
have access to in-per-
son instruction and 
ensuring the safety 
of students, staff and 
families,” Woods said. 
“It has been an incredi-
bly challenging year for 
educators and families 
alike, but I believe we 
are beginning to see the 
light at the end of the 
tunnel.”

Teachers and other 
soon-eligible groups 
will join health-care 
workers, nursing home 
residents and staff, first 

responders and Geor-
gians ages 65 and older 
who have qualified for 
the vaccine for several 
weeks.

Kemp noted Georgia 
has doled out nearly 1.9 
million vaccines so far, 
including to more than 
800,000 people ages 
65 and older who have 
received at least one of 
the needed two doses 
of Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines.

Newly eligible 
teachers and other 
Georgians clambering 
for the vaccine could 
still face headaches in 
scheduling appoint-
ments for their shots 
given the state’s limited 

allotment, Kemp said. 
Currently, state officials 
are receiving 198,000 
doses a week from the 
federal government.

“We will continue to 
see more demand than 
supply,” Kemp said.

If all goes well with 
the March 8 rollout to 
teachers, Kemp said he 
will move to expand 
vaccine eligibility again 
in late March to addi-
tional groups that tend 
to be more vulnerable 
to contracting the virus.

Local school admin-
istrators will be largely 
left to their own to 
decide how teachers 
and staff should receive 
their shots, including 

whether to host vac-
cines on-campus at 
their schools, Kemp 
said.

State officials are also 
working with hospitals 
and health clinics to 
decide which parents 
with children who have 
complex medical con-
ditions will receive the 
vaccine, said Georgia 
Public Health Com-
missioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey.

“We are doing that 
in conjunction with 
providers who care for 
those children,” Toom-
ey said on Thursday.

Officials stressed 
Georgians should go 
ahead and pre-regis-

ter now for a vaccine 
appointment on the 
state’s sign-up website, 
even if they are not yet 
eligible. The website, 
https://myvaccinegeor-
gia.com/, will automat-
ically alert people once 
they’re eligible and will 
schedule an appoint-
ment.

Roughly 812,000 
people had tested 
positive for COVID-19 
in Georgia as of this 
afternoon, with nearly 
185,000 more report-
ed positive antigen 
tests indicating likely 
positive results. The 
virus has killed 14,989 
Georgians.

PLANNERS:
Continued from A3

problem on Fairview but it 
was a county government 
responsibility, Harrell said. 
New townhomes will not 
have a major effect on the 
traffic flow, he said.

Harrell added that he met 
with one homeowners asso-
ciation president and wanted 
to meet more residents be-
fore the Board of Commis-
sioners votes on it.

In other action, planning 
commissioners narrowly 
voted to recommend a Future 
Land Use Map change for a 

35-acre site on Georgia Hwy. 
142 at City Pond Road.

The site is near the Cov-
ington city limits and is in 
area reserved for Industrial 
use on the Future Land Use 
Map. Applicant Jim Chap-
man Communities wanted its 
use changed to High Density 
Residential.

A change would clear 
the way for the applicant 
to request a later rezoning 
of the site, which is now in 
the Heavy Industrial zone, 
officials said.

Michael Canady of Jim 
Chapman Communities 
said the change is requested 
for eventual construction 
of more than 200 two- and 
three-bedroom rental units 
for people ages 50 and up 
with incomes of at least 
$60,000.

He said the complex will 
target a segment of the senior 
market that no longer wants 
to own a home or maintain 
yards.

The site is adjacent to 
Cinelease Studios-Three 

Ring and those living in the 
complex and employed there 
would be able to walk to 
work, he said.

Commissioner Jody Smith 
said the highway needed 
improvement. 

Pastor Darryl Hooper of 
nearby Church at Covington 
asked how owners would 
be able to keep requiring 
high-income earners to be 
residents. Area resident 
David Mock said he did not 
want more residential devel-
opment in the area because 

he “moved to get out” of an 
urban area.

Others questioned why 
Canady was not develop-
ing townhomes for sale to 
provide a more stable com-
munity.

He replied the communi-
ty’s target customers do not 
want to own a home.

Planning commissioners 
voted 3-2 to recommend 
the Future Land Use Map 
change.

FAIR:
Continued from A2

“Which Makes Sense?”
• Eathen Paten, Newton County Theme 

School, Honorable Mention, Grade 8, 
“The Five-Second Rule.”

• Bryson Strickland, Indian Creek 
Middle, Honorable Mention, Grade 7, 
“Which Charger Charges Your Phone the 
Fastest?”

“I am so impressed but definitely not 
surprised by how successful our students 
were at the Regional Science Fair,” said 
Superintendent Samantha Fuhrey. 

“I know for a fact and have said for 
years, that Newton County is home to 
some of the most academically gifted 
students in the state. Our students con-
tinually prove in competitions such as 
the Regional Science Fair that they can 
compete with and out-perform the very 
best students the state of Georgia has to 
offer. 

“I am so proud of each and every one 
of our students and wish those moving on 
to the state and competition the very best 
of luck. I know they will represent their 
schools and our school system well!”

Special to The Covington News
Newton County Theme School student Kath-
eryn Wilber stands with her project that won 
first place in the recent Regional Science Fair. 

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — East-
side and Newton high schools 
have been honored as AP STEM 
Schools for 2021, the county 
school system announced.

In addition, Eastside was named 
a 2021 AP Humanities School 
and Newton High earned special 
designation as an AP Access and 
Support School.

The honors were announced be-
cause the schools offer Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes and exams, 
which are administered by the Col-
lege Board that also administers 
the SAT.

AP classes offer rigorous col-
lege-level learning options to stu-
dents in high school. Students who 
receive a 3, 4, or 5 on AP exams 
may receive college credit.

According to the Georgia De-
partment of Education, AP STEM 
Schools are schools with a mini-
mum of five students testing in at 
least four AP STEM courses — AP 
Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, AP 
Statistics, AP Biology, AP Chemis-
try, AP Environmental Science, AP 
Physics 1, AP Physics 2, AP Phys-
ics C, AP Computer Science A, and 
AP Computer Science Principles.

AP Humanities Schools are 
schools with a minimum of five 
students testing in each of the 
following AP categories: one 
English and language arts course, 
two history/social science courses, 
one fine arts course, and one world 
language course.

AP Access and Support Schools 
are schools with at least 30% of AP 
exams taken by students who iden-

tified themselves as African-Amer-
ican and/or Hispanic and 30% of 
all AP exams earning scores of 3 or 
higher.

Samantha Fuhrey, superintendent 
of Newton County Schools, said, 
“Congratulations to both Eastside 
and Newton High Schools on be-
ing named AP Honor Schools.”

“Our goal is to offer a wide 
variety of AP courses to not only 
expose students to the rigorous 
coursework they can expect in 
college but also allow them the 
opportunity to gain college credit 
in the process.

“We currently offer 23 different 
AP courses and continue to work 
to identify ways to expand and 
provide additional opportunities 
for our students with the goal that 
any high school student interested 
in enrolling in a collegiate-level 
course has the access and opportu-
nity to do so.”

“I extend my heartfelt congrat-
ulations to this year’s AP Honor 
Schools,” said State Schools 
Superintendent Richard Woods. “I 
commend them for their hard work 
to build strong Advanced Place-
ment programs and, as a result, 
provide high-quality opportunities 
for Georgia students.”

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

NEWBORN, Ga. — 
Newborn City Council 
voted to deal with old and 
new code violators at its 
February meeting.

The council voted to 
approve sending court 

summons as final notifi-
cation to owners of prop-
erties on Porter Street and 
Georgia Hwy. 213 for 
repeated codes violations.

It also approved send-
ing letters or placards 
as early notification to 
owners about codes vio-

lations on two properties 
on Fulton Street and three 
on Georgia Hwy. 142.

City codes generally 
restrict such items as 
appliances or junk cars 
left in plain sight from 
the front of the property, 
officials said.

In other action, coun-
cil members rejected 
a proposal by an area 
resident for outdoor sales 
of home goods biweekly 
on Saturdays.
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FOOT AND 
ANKLE CARE 

Dr. Javan S. Bass DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Tommy Tally DPM

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS 
We treat Turf Toe, Ankle Fractures, 
Sprains, Flatfeet, Heel Pain and so 

much more!

Prep Basketball – Playoffs

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

The clock has yet to strike 
midnight in Newton’s Cinderella 
story.

Four days after taking down 
top-seeded Tift County in the 
opening round of the Class 
AAAAAAA state playoffs, the 
No. 4 seed Lady Rams upset No. 
2 North Paulding, 55-46, on the 

road Saturday night. The victory 
pushed them back into the Elite 
Eight for the first time since mak-
ing a run to the state title game in 
2018.

Junior Ashleigh Norris led 
Newton in scoring for the second 
straight game as she recorded 
18 points in the victory. She and 
freshman guard Sanaa Tripp, who 
finished with 12 points, make up 

one of the most dominant back-
courts in the state.

Newton (8-10) remained on 
the road as it travelled to No. 2 
Woodstock (20-8) on Tuesday to 
battle for a spot in the Final Four. 
For complete coverage of the 
Lady Rams’ quarterfinal contest, 
please visit covnews.com and 
pick up a copy of the Weekend 
Edition of The Covington News.

Courtesy of Newton Athletics 
No. 4 seed Newton kept its season alive by taking down No. 2 North Paulding, 55-46, in the second round of the Class 
AAAAAAA state playoffs Saturday. The squad is now three victories away from winning a state championship.

Lady Rams defeat North Paulding, advance to Elite 8

By CHRIS BRIDGES
Correspondent

The 2020-21 season has already been one 
for the history books for the Piedmont Acad-
emy varsity girls’ basketball team.

The Lady Cougars (21-3 overall) have a 
regular-season region title and a region tour-
nament championship to their credit. And 
now, for the first time in school history, the 
program is in the Final Four.

Piedmont defeated Augusta Prep 61-32 last 
Friday in the GISA Class AA state quar-
terfinals. The Lady Cougars will now face 
Westwood on Thursday in the GISA Class 
AA semifinals in Americus at Georgia South-
western University.

In the quarterfinal win, which was played 
in Macon, the Lady Cougars got 32 points 
from Marissa Holder. The eighth grader 
connected for seven 3-pointers and made 
four additional field goals. Holder was also 
3-for-3 at the foul line.

“I am so excited at having the opportunity 
to continue to play for a state champion-
ship,” coach Michael Wilson said. “I think 
it speaks volumes as to how hard the girls 
have worked this season and over the past 
couple of years. I think we beat Augusta Prep 
the same way we’ve been winning games 
this year. We moved the basketball around 
offensively and got some good looks inside 
and were able to turn turnovers into baskets 
and then Marissa was on fire.” 

The performance by Holder has shown the 
sky is the limit for her before her high school 
career is done.

“For an eighth grader to have a game like 
she had is amazing,” Wilson said.

For a full preview of Piedmont Academy’s 
semifinal game, please visit covnews.com.

Lady Cougars 
punch ticket to 

Final Four 

By MASON WITTNER
mwittner@covnews.com

MABLETON, Ga. 
— Newton’s promising 
season drew to a close 
inside Kay Jackson 
Gymnasium on Satur-
day night.

On the road facing 
top-seeded Pebblebrook 
in the second round of 
the Class AAAAAAA 
state playoffs, the No. 
2 seed Rams had their 
hands full for four 
quarters. Ultimately, an 
early hole proved too 
deep to dig out of as the 
Falcons collected an 
87-59 victory to ad-
vance to the Elite Eight.

“First of all, congrat-
ulations and hat’s off to 
Pebblebrook. They’ve 
got an excellent team,” 
Newton head coach 
Charlemagne Gibbons 
said. “I thought you 
saw a team [in Pebble-
brook] that was built 
for these playoffs. They 
had good depth, and 
they’re really excellent 
at shooting the basket-
ball.”

The Falcons wast-
ed little time before 

showcasing their lethal 
scoring ability.

A physical defensive 
approach and high-per-
centage shots on the 
offensive end helped 
Pebblebrook build up 
a 14-3 lead less than 
three minutes into 
the game. The Rams 
eventually settled in, 
trimming their deficit 
to single digits before 
junior T.J. Clark closed 
out the quarter with a 
buzzer-beating 3-point-
er that left them trailing 
23-17.

But the Falcons 
quickly returned to 
form in the second 
quarter.

Pebblebrook picked 
the Newton defense 
apart methodically, slic-
ing and dicing its way 
to a 43-24 advantage at 
halftime.

“I thought they got us 
on our heels right out 
of the gate,” Gibbons 
admitted, “and it was 
just hard from there.”

The second half 
provided more of the 
same for both clubs as 
the Falcons maintained 

a 61-45 lead through 
three quarters before 
cranking up the dial 
in the fourth to pull 
away with the 28-point 
victory.

Clark finished with a 
game-high 32 points. 
Fellow Ram Qua 
Brown, a sophomore, 
followed with 13 
points, while sopho-
more Stephon Castle 
added 12.

“I was very proud 
of our guys,” Gibbons 
said. “This is tough 
for a young team with 
the expectation that 
we have for them. We 
didn’t come over here 
trying to play close. 
We came over here 
trying to win a basket-
ball game. That never 
changes.”

The Rams rolled out 
a starting lineup Satur-
day night that consisted 
of three sophomores 
and two juniors. Being 
eliminated in the Sweet 
16 was certainly never 
the goal for this squad, 
but it’s apparent that 
the future is bright on 1 
Ram Way.

“It’s exciting, and you 
should be excited for 
the future, but we have 
a lot of work to do,” 
Gibbons said. “We’re 
talented, there’s no 
doubt, but we have a lot 
of work to do. We look 

forward to the future of 
this program and put-
ting ourselves into the 
conversation of being 
one of the top two or 
three programs in the 
state next year.”

Pebblebrook will host 

fellow No. 1 seed North 
Gwinnett in the state 
quarterfinals this week. 
The Bulldogs advanced 
to the Elite Eight by 
grinding out a 38-37 
win over No. 3 Nor-
cross on Saturday.

Mason Wittner| The Covington News
Second-seeded Newton was knocked out of the Class AAAAAAA state playoffs with a 
87-59 loss to No. 1 Pebblebrook in the second round Saturday.

No. 2 Rams overpowered by top-seeded Pebblebrook
Newton’s season ends in Sweet 16

THREE WINS AWAY
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Have a recipe you’d like to share? 
Email it to news@covnews.com and be featured in a future edition of The Covington News.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Eggs are a topic of conver-
sation each spring, largely 
because of their relationship 
to the Christian celebration 
of Easter. Brightly colored 
Easter eggs are on display, 
chocolate eggs line store 
shelves and egg-lined birds 
nests in trees and bushes dot 
spring landscapes.

Eggs take center stage in 
early spring, but they’re more 
than just novelties to include 
in Easter celebrations.

• Eggs are nutritious. Eggs 
are loaded with vitamins A, 
D and B12 and the nutrient 
choline. They’re also an 
excellent protein source in a 
small package. At 72 calories 
and packing six grams of 
protein, eggs can make for a 
great, filling meal at any time 
of day.

• Eggs boost brain health. 
The choline in eggs is a 
crucial nutrient for memory, 

mood and muscle control, 
according to the University 
of Missouri Health Care sys-
tem. Choline also is essential 
in fetal brain development 
and can help prevent birth 
defects.

• Eggs don’t always have to 
be refrigerated. In countries 
outside of the United States 
and Canada, eggs may not be 
refrigerated and do not have 
to be chilled. Also, outside of 
North America eggs are not 
washed prior to commercial 
production. However, ac-
cording to the food resource 
TheKichn, power-washing 
eggs removes a protective 
coating and makes the eggs 
porous and vulnerable to 
contamination. A synthetic 
coating is put on washed 
eggs.

• Shell color does not mat-
ter. The color of the eggshell 
doesn’t indicate taste, nutri-
tional value or even egg qual-
ity. The color of the eggshell 

reflects the breed of hen that 
laid the egg. Red-feathered 
hens tend to lay brown eggs, 
while hens with white fea-
tures lay white eggs. Similar-
ly, the shade of yolk is repre-
sentative of what the chicken 
is eating. A dark, yellow yolk 
means the hen was probably 
fed green vegetables. Lighter 
yolks coordinate to corn and 
grain diets.

• All eggs are “hor-
mone-free.” The term “hor-
mone-free” on egg cartons 
does not signify anything 
special. It’s like advertising 
that snow is cold. The United 
States Food & Drug Ad-
ministration banned the use 
of hormones in all poultry 
production in the 1950s. All 
eggs are hormone-free.

• Size and eggshell thick-
ness indicates the age of the 
hen. Eggs come in different 
sizes, such as medium, large 
and jumbo. The age of the 
chicken determines the size, 

with older hens producing 
larger eggs. Age also affects 
shell thickness, with younger 
hens laying thicker-shelled 
eggs, says Eat This, Not 
That!

• Eggs won’t hatch. Eggs 
sold for consumption are not 
fertilized. Hens that have laid 
them haven’t mated.

• Many birds lay eggs. 
Kiwis lay the largest egg in 
relation to their body size 
of any species of bird in the 
world. However, the ostrich, 
emu and cassowary lay the 
biggest eggs.

• The sink or swim test can 
say a lot about an egg. Eggs 
become more porous as they 
age. You can tell if an egg is 
old by putting it in a glass of 
water. If it sinks, it is fresh. If 
it floats, it is an older egg.

Eggs get a lot of fanfare 
around Easter, and there’s 
more than meets the eye to 
that carton of eggs in the 
refrigerator.

Metro Creative Services
Eggs take center stage in early spring, but they’re more than just novelties to include in Easter celebrations.

Egg-ceptional Egg-ceptional 
uses for eggsuses for eggs

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

With its increased 
sunshine and warmer 
temperatures, spring is a 
beloved time of year. For 
those who live in areas 
where the weather chang-
es dramatically through-
out the year, spring can be 
a respite from the snow 
and also a chance to enjoy 
the outdoors prior to the 
arrival of the muggy, hot 
days of summer.

Families can create a 
bucket list of entertaining 
and perhaps educational 
spring activities. Those 
who want to try some-
thing new can explore 
these ideas.

• Check out a cher-
ry blossom showcase. 
Cherry trees are popular 
and beautiful trees that 
flower in the spring. Their 
masses of pink and white 
blossoms are one of the 
first signals that winter 
has ended. Cherry tree 
varieties bloom over the 
course of several weeks, 
and climate will dictate 
how early or late these 
trees will showcase their 
spectacular flowers. Visit 
public gardens and other 
areas known for their 
dramatic cherry blossom 
displays.

• Watch a sunrise or 
sunset. Take advantage of 
longer days by enjoying 
nature’s light show. Wake 
up extra early and start 
the day with the sunrise. 
If you’re not a morning 
person, then wait until the 
last of the amber and red 
streaks light the sky and 
watch the sun drop below 
the horizon.

• Fly a kite. There is 
a reason why the adage 
“March goes in like a 
lion and comes out like a 
lamb” is so fitting. Early 
spring weather can be 
gusty and unpredictable. 
Take advantage of windy 
conditions by flying a kite 
by the coast or in an open 
field.

• Head to a farm or 
petting zoo. Spring is not 
only about the rebirth of 
trees and flowers, but also 
a prime time for various 
animals to give birth to 
their young. 

• Check out a small 
town. Take a road trip to 
an out-of-the-way hamlet. 
Spend the entire day there 
shopping, dining and 
supporting a small town 
community.

• Enjoy al fresco dining. 
While outdoor dining 
during the pandemic may 
have been done as a ne-
cessity, do not forget how 
it also can be a relaxing 
way to enjoy a meal. Find 
a restaurant with a par-
ticularly scenic backdrop 
and dine outdoors.

• Visit a thrift shop 
or flea market. Spring 
cleaning can serve as the 
catalyst for people to put 
items on sale. One per-
son’s trash is another per-
son’s treasure. Spring can 
be a great time to shop for 
antiques as well.

• Go horseback riding. 
Enjoy the scenery on the 
back of a majestic mare or 
spectacular stallion. 

Spring is a perfect 
season to enjoy various 
activities.

Exciting 
activities to 
enjoy this 

spring

Can be nutritious key ingredient or star on its own

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
Newton County’s Bicenten-
nial Celebration Committee 
hosted a showing of the 
movie, “Selma,” Saturday, 
Feb. 27, outdoors at Legion 
Field in Covington.

The free showing of the 
movie celebrated Black 
History Month as well as the 
county’s bicentennial and its 
prominent place in the film 
industry. 

“Selma,” released in 2014, 
was partially shot in Newton 
County.

County Chairman Mar-
cello Banes welcomed 
movie-goers to the event, 
which included the Cov-
ington-Newton Chamber of 

Commerce-produced short 
film featuring clips of movie 
and TV productions from the 
past five decades that used 

the county as locations.
Locations for “Selma” 

included Airport and Gregory 
roads, and Conyers, Brown, 

Ivy, Lee and Emory streets, 
according to the Chamber of 
Commerce.

The Newton County 
Historic Courthouse at 1124 
Clark St. was transformed 
into “Hotel Albert” in Sel-
ma, Alabama, for the movie. 
Another familiar location 
was the Town House Cafe on 
Washington Street.

Other Georgia locations 
included the Rockdale Coun-
ty Courthouse in Conyers, 
the Marietta Square, and 
the Georgia Tech campus in 
Atlanta.

The Bicentennial Com-
mittee was formed to help 
organize events surrounding 
Newton County’s 200th anni-
versary this year.

Newton Bicentennial Committee hosts drive-in movie event

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News
Volunteers handed out free vehicle magnets and popcorn bearing the 
“Bicentennial Celebration” logo to attendees.
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From Our Dairy Case!

45 Ounce 
Blue Bonnet
Spread Bowl

$$222525

59 Ounce, Orange or Apple
Bright & Early

Drinks

9494¢¢

6-8 Ounce
Borden Shredded or 

Chunk Cheese

$$118686

16 Ounce
Dutch Farms

Block Cheese

$$331313

Stock Up On Freezer Favorites!

OUR COST OUR COST PLUS 10%PLUS 10%
ADDED AT REGISTER!ADDED AT REGISTER!

*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES

Food DepotFood Depot
Please visit our website at www.fooddepot.com

Download the Food Depot App for digital
coupons and in-store promotions!

COVINGTON: 6169 Highway 278 COVINGTON: 6169 Highway 278 
Covington Crossing Shopping CenterCovington Crossing Shopping Center

CONYERS: 2300 Salem RoadCONYERS: 2300 Salem Road
CONYERS: 3530 GA 20 CONYERS: 3530 GA 20 

Honey Creek Village Shopping Center Honey Creek Village Shopping Center 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! MONDAY-SUNDAY 7am-OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! MONDAY-SUNDAY 7am-110pm0pm

USDA Inspected, 
Boneless

Center Cut 
Pork Chops

$$224747
  LB.LB.

Fresh, Bone-In,  
Family Pack

Claxton  
Split Fryer 

Breast

8888¢¢
  LB.LB.

USDA Inspected 

Cubed
Steak

$$444848
  LB.LB.

Fresh

Boston Butt 
Pork Roast

9898¢¢
  LB.LB.

USDA Select Beef 

Sirloin Tip 
Roast

$$339696
  LB.LB.

Fresh,  
Any Size Package 

Ground  
Beef

$$227575
  LB.LB.

Food Depot
Watch Your $avings Grow!

*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES

OUR COST OUR COST PLUS 10%PLUS 10% ADDED AT ADDED AT 
REGISTER!REGISTER!

OFFERS GOOD MARCH 1ST–MARCH 7TH, 2021
QUANTITY RIGHTS RESERVED. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL OR PICTORIAL ERRORS. 

Great Quality Brands!

Low Prices — Name Brand Meats

Farm Fresh Produce

$$228686
EA.EA.

27 Ounce
Smoky Farms 

Sausage 
Patties

$$228888
EA.EA.

16 Ounce
Oscar Mayer 

Meat Bologna

$$229898
EA.EA.

12 Ounce,  
Regular or Thick
Sunnyland 

Hotel  
Sliced Bacon

9-10 Ounce, Assorted
Hot Pockets

17.82-23.45 Ounce, Assorted
Red Baron Pizza

$$117575 $$334545

10-16 Ounce
PictSweet

Vegetables

$$111010

7.3-11.25 Ounce
New York Garlic Toast/

Knots/Bread Sticks

$$118080

#1 Yellow Squash

$$111919
  LB.LB.

Poblano Peppers

$$114949
  LB.LB.

Fresh Green Bell Peppers

2/2/$$110000
  EA.EA.

Fresh Asparagus

$$229999
  LB.LB.

16 Ounce,  
All Varieties

Sunset Farms  
Premium 
Smoked  
Sausage

$$226868
EA.EA.

9 Ounce
Land O Frost 
Deli Shaved 

Smoked Ham 
or Turkey

$$118484
EA.EA.

Snap Beans

$$111919
  LB.LB.

Roma Tomatoes

9999¢¢
  LB.LB.

3 Pound
Bar-S  

Meat Franks

$$337878
EA.EA.

5 Pound Bag

Food Depot Russet Potatoes

$$227979
  BG.BG.

3 Pound Bag

Tangerines

$$339999
  BG.BG.

42 Ounce

Quaker
Oats

$$226262

30 Ounce, Assorted

Kraft  
Mayonnaise

$$225050

9 Ounce, Assorted

Zapp’s
Chips

$$119999

7.75-8 Ounce, Assorted

Frito-Lay’s
Lay’s Chips

$$225050

4 Pack, Select Varieties

Hunt’s Snack  
Pack Pudding

8383¢¢

750 ML

Rancho La
Gloria Wine

$$771919

16 Ounce

Body
Armor

6 Pack, .5 Liter or 7.5 Ounce

Coca-Cola
Products

$$1100002/2/$$445050

24 Ounce,  
Select Flavors

Prego  
Pasta Sauce

$$114747

5 Ounce, In Water

StarKist
Tuna

7070¢¢

Gallon,  
Select Varieties

Hawaiian 
Punch

$$117878

7.5-13.7 Ounce

Ritz
Crackers

$$222828

7.5 Ounce, Assorted

UTZ
Chips

$$116060
5 Ounce, Organic Clamshells

Fresh Express Salads

$$229999
  EA.EA.
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1261 North Cherokee Road • Social Circle, GA • 770-464-0040
Visit Our Ad Online @ www.covnews.com

Freshway Market
Online Grocery Shopping Available at www.freshwaymarketsocialcirclega.com

Social  
Circle City 
Schools 

Round-Up  
Program*

Over $102,000  
Raised to Date!

*Ask Cashier for  
Details

Store Hours: 7 Days 8am–9pm • No Rainchecks
This Ad Good Wednesday, March 3rd thru Tuesday, March 9th, 2021

Wed
3

Thur
4

Fri
5

Sat
6

Sun
7

Mon
8

Tues
9

#1#1

Mississippi Mississippi 
Sweet Sweet 

PotatoesPotatoes

59¢59¢LB.LB.

22-28 Ounce22-28 Ounce

PictSweetPictSweet
VegetablesVegetables

2/2/$$5.005.00
Iceberg Iceberg 
LettuceLettuce

99¢99¢HD.HD.

9.8-10.9 Ounce9.8-10.9 Ounce

Totino’sTotino’s
PizzaPizza

4/4/$$5.005.00
Family Pack, Bone-InFamily Pack, Bone-In

Wafer ThinWafer Thin
Pork ChopsPork Chops

$$2.492.49LB.LB.

7.4-11.8 Ounce7.4-11.8 Ounce

BanquetBanquet
DinnersDinners

4/4/$$5.005.00

Bone-InBone-In

Thick CutThick Cut
Pork ChopsPork Chops

$$2.692.69LB.LB.

Romaine, Red or GreenRomaine, Red or Green

LeafLeaf
LettuceLettuce

$$1.191.19EA.EA.

4 Pound Bag4 Pound Bag

Tropic Tropic 
Sweet Navel Sweet Navel 

OrangesOranges

$$4.994.99

5 Pound Bag5 Pound Bag

Florida Florida 
Grown Grown 

GrapefruitGrapefruit

$$4.994.99

Extra LargeExtra Large

GreenGreen
Bell PeppersBell Peppers

59¢59¢EA.EA.

16 Ounce16 Ounce

Texas PeteTexas Pete
SalsaSalsa

$$4.994.99

24.5-30.6 Ounce24.5-30.6 Ounce

Maxwell Maxwell 
House House 
CoffeeCoffee

$$5.995.99

24 Count, Family Size24 Count, Family Size

Tetley Tetley 
Square  Square  

Tea BagsTea Bags

3/3/$$5.005.00
1 Pound1 Pound

Nature’s Best Nature’s Best 
Flounder Flounder 

FilletsFillets

$$4.994.99

14 Ounce14 Ounce

SuccessSuccess
White RiceWhite Rice

2/2/$$4.004.00
Hormel Pork Hormel Pork 
Tenderloin Tenderloin 

TipsTips

$$1.991.99LB.LB.

1 Pound, IQF1 Pound, IQF

Nature’s Nature’s 
Best Catfish Best Catfish 

FilletsFillets

$$7.997.99
BryanBryan

Roast BeefRoast Beef

$$8.998.99LB.LB.

1 Pound, 31/40 Count, 1 Pound, 31/40 Count, 
CPD, IQFCPD, IQF

Nature’s Best Nature’s Best 
ShrimpShrimp

$$9.999.99
Kretschmar Kretschmar 
Pepperoni Pepperoni 
or Salamior Salami

$$6.496.49LB.LB.

Family Pack 

Chicken  
Leg 

Quarters

49¢49¢LB.LB.

Family Pack, Bone-In 

Assorted
Pork Chops
$$1.591.59LB.LB.

CAB ChoiceCAB Choice

ShoulderShoulder
RoastRoast

$$3.993.99LB.LB.

Family Pack, Bone-InFamily Pack, Bone-In

Center CutCenter Cut
Pork ChopsPork Chops

$$2.192.19LB.LB.

6 Pack, 1/2 Liters, Assorted6 Pack, 1/2 Liters, Assorted

Coca-ColaCoca-Cola
ProductsProducts

4/4/$$10.0010.00
4 Pound4 Pound

Dixie Crystals Dixie Crystals 
SugarSugar

2/2/$$5.005.00
48 Ounce48 Ounce

CriscoCrisco
Vegetable Vegetable 

OilOil

2/2/$$5.005.00
USDA Select,  USDA Select,  
Family PackFamily Pack

Ribeye  Ribeye  
SteakSteak

$$8.998.99LB.LB.
Family Pack, Bone-InFamily Pack, Bone-In

Country Country 
StyleStyle

Pork RibsPork Ribs

$$1.791.79LB.LB.

CAB Choice, Family PackCAB Choice, Family Pack

ShoulderShoulder
SteakSteak

$$5.995.99LB.LB.

CAB Choice, Family PackCAB Choice, Family Pack

CubedCubed
SteakSteak

$$4.994.99LB.LB.

CAB ChoiceCAB Choice

Stew Meat,  Stew Meat,  
Diet Lean or Diet Lean or 
Stir Fry BeefStir Fry Beef

$$4.994.99LB.LB.
Boneless, SkinlessBoneless, Skinless

Chicken Chicken 
ThighsThighs

$$1.291.29LB.LB.

27 Ounce27 Ounce

Smoky Farms Smoky Farms 
Sausage Sausage 
PattiesPatties

$$3.993.99

Vacuum PackVacuum Pack

Baby BackBaby Back
Pork RibsPork Ribs

$$4.994.99LB.LB.
Vacuum PackVacuum Pack

St. Louis St. Louis 
StyleStyle
RibsRibs

$$3.993.99LB.LB.

Vacuum Pack, BonelessVacuum Pack, Boneless

WholeWhole
Pork LoinPork Loin

$$1.991.99LB.LB.

12 Ounce, Regular,  12 Ounce, Regular,  
Thick or ApplewoodThick or Applewood

Smithfield Smithfield 
BaconBacon

2/2/$$8.008.00

16 Ounce16 Ounce

Sheboygan Sheboygan 
Brats or Italian Brats or Italian 

SausageSausage

2/2/$$6.006.00
26 Ounce26 Ounce

Cooked Cooked 
Perfect Perfect 

MeatballsMeatballs

$$6.996.99

SlicedSliced

Hog  Hog  
JowlsJowls

$$2.992.99LB.LB.

2 Pound Box2 Pound Box

BubbaBubba
BurgersBurgers

$$13.9913.99

Regular or ItalianRegular or Italian

Market Market 
Made Made 

SausageSausage

$$2.992.99LB.LB.
Family Pack Family Pack 

PorkPork
Neck BonesNeck Bones

$$1.191.19LB.LB.

HaasHaas
AvocadosAvocados

79¢79¢EA.EA.

FreshFresh

BroccoliBroccoli
CrownsCrowns

$$1.291.29LB.LB.

1 Pound1 Pound

AsparagusAsparagus

$$1.991.99

16 Ounce, Original Only16 Ounce, Original Only

Hidden Valley Hidden Valley 
Ranch  Ranch  

DressingDressing

2/2/$$6.006.00

BryanBryan
Honey HamHoney Ham

$$4.994.99LB.LB.
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