
By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — The county 
attorney is disputing claims by the 
government’s top elected official and 
Probate Court judge that miscalcula-
tion of their pay over four years meant 
the county owes them each more than 
$180,000 in back pay. 

County Attorney Megan Martin 
said the government “stands behind 
its interpretation” of a state law writ-
ten for Newton County in calculating 
the salaries of County Commission 
Chairman Marcello Banes and Probate 
Judge Melanie Bell since each took 
office in 2017.

Banes and Bell hired Covington 
attorney Stephanie Lindsey, who said 

she interpreted the law differently.
She said the chairman and judge 

should have received salary increases 
based on the highest minimum annual 
salary for any “county officer,” defined 
as the tax commissioner, sheriff, clerk 
of courts and Probate Court judge. 

The county used the sheriff’s salary 
to determine the pay but should have 
used the salary of Clerk of Courts 
Linda Hays, including any longevity 
pay, cost of living adjustments, local 
supplements and any tax appeal sup-
plements she receives. Hays has been 
in office 38 years, Lindsey said.

She said Banes’ salary for 2020 
should have been $145,000 but the 
county’s calculations meant he is 
receiving $101,000 this year. Bell is 

receiving $103,000 but should be re-
ceiving $148,000, the attorney said.

“On behalf of Chairman Banes and 
Judge Bell, we request that a Special 
(called) Meeting be set, as soon as 
practicably possible, to handle this 
matter and review all the applicable 
laws, documentation and calculations,” 
Lindsey wrote in a letter to Martin.

Martin, whose law firm represents 
the county government, said the coun-
ty has historically interpreted the law 
as calculating the officials’ pay based 
on a formula that did not include cost 
of living allowances and longevity for 
other county officials.

“This historic interpretation remains 

 See OWES, A3 See WARNING, A3

Inside
• Covington council 
approves aid for COVID-
affected businesses 
• City clerk awarded 
statewide honor

See A10

Obituaries
Edward Lamar Jenkins
 Covington
Charlene Melba Smith
 Eatonton
Betty Neal Cason
 Oxford

See A2

Index
Calendar.............................A2
Opinions.............................A4
Classifieds/Legals...............A5
Agriculture..........................A9
Sports Extra........................B1

Volume 155, No. 41

Telling the story of your life since 1865Saturday-Sunday, September 26-27, 2020 $1

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com

His Word
All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 
That the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.

— 2 Timothy 3:16-17, KJV
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By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
Judge John Ott said he wanted 
an order he issued last week 
“personally served” on county 
Chairman Marcello Banes 
after he said Banes planned to 
defy a previ-
ous order not 
to remove a 
historic stat-
ue from the 
Covington 
Square while 
a case seeking 
to save it was 
going through 
the appeals 
process.

Ott said 
in the order 
Tuesday, Sept. 
22, in Newton 
County Supe-
rior Court that 
he was issuing 
a stay against 
further action 
by both parties 
in the case “and absolutely 
forbids any further action on 
the removal of the Confeder-
ate Monument.”

“It has come to the Court’s 
attention that despite the 

Ott issues 
warning 

to Newton 
chairman
Judge says Banes 
was going against 

his ruling, trying to 
remove statue

John 
Ott

Marcello
Banes

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — A 
Covington woman has been 
charged in the death of her 
4-month-old daughter.

According to a spokesper-

son from the Newton County 
Sheriff’s Office, deputies re-
sponded to a call Sunday, Sept. 
13, about an infant that went 
into cardiac arrest at a home on 
Edgefield Lane. The child was 
later pronounced dead at the 

scene. 
After the Georgia Bureau 

of Investigation performed an 
autopsy, the infant’s mother, 
Lakristy Jdeon White, 22, of 
Covington, was charged with 
murder and first-degree cruelty 

to children.
White was arrested and 

booked into the Newton Coun-
ty Jail on Monday, Sept. 21, 
according to a report from the 
sheriff’s office. She was being 
held without bond.

Lakristy Jdeon
White

Woman charged in infant daughter’s death

Special to The Covington News
Anderson Bailey is sworn in Thursday, Sept. 24, by Probate Judge Melanie Bell as the District 4 rep-
resentative for the Newton County Board of Education. Bailey is surrounded by friends and family.

Bailey joins Newton BOE

Chairman, judge say county owes them $180K each 
County attorney disputes 40% increase in differing interpretations of state law
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COVINGTON, Ga. — An-
derson Bailey was sworn in by 
Newton County Probate Judge 
Melanie Bell on Thursday, Sept. 
24, to fulfill the unexpired term 
of the late Almond Turner, rep-
resenting District 4 on the New-
ton County Board of Education. 
Turner was tragically killed in 
November 2019.

Bailey, a Covington native, 
was surrounded by friends and 
family as he took the oath of 
office. 

Bailey graduated from New-
ton County Comprehensive 
High School in 1979. After 

 See BAILEY, A3

Covington native to 
finish term of late 

board member
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Obituaries
Edward Lamar Jenkins

Edward Jenkins, 82, passed away on Sept. 9, 
2020.  

Mr. Jenkins was born in Decatur to Hoyt and 
Izora Jenkins.  He became a pharmacist and 

owned a drugstore in Pendley 
Hills for many years prior to 
moving to Covington.  He retired 
as Director of Pharmacy from 
Newton Medical Center after 
almost 30 years of service.  His 
energetic nature and love of oth-
ers led him to create and direct 
Newton County’s only non-profit 

medical clinic, Willing Helpers. 
He attended Solid Rock Baptist Church and 

was preceded in death by his wife, Joanne  
Seckinger Jenkins and his second wife, Bet-
ty  Henderson Jenkins.  Ed leaves behind four 
adult children, Douglas Jenkins, David Jenkins, 
Deborah Ferreiro and Denise Osburn; and mul-
tiple grandchildren who mourn this loss.

A service honoring his life will be held on 
Sept. 27, 2020 at 3 p.m. at Solid Rock Baptist 
Church.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
Willing Helpers Medical Clinic by mail P.O. 
Box 2508 Covington GA 30015. Donations 
may also be made online at willinghelpersclin-
ic.com.

Charlene Melba Smith
Charlene Melba Smith of 

Eatonton, passed away Sunday, 
September 20, 2020, at the age 
of 74. Mrs. Smith delighted in 
cooking, fishing and hosting 
get-togethers at home where she 
could spend time with her be-
loved family. She loved tending 
to her flowers; and seeing the 
birds visit the feeders and bird 
bath brought her immense joy. 
Mrs. Smith, a devoted wife, 
loving mother, adoring grand-
mother, and sister, will certainly 
be missed by all who knew her. 
She was preceded in death by her 
grandchildren, Teddy Moon, Jr., 
Thomas Charlie Canup; parents, 
Charlie and Doris Oglesby; sister 
and brother-in-law, Beverly and 
Harold James.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 34 years, Ronnie Smith; 
daughters and sons-in-law, De-
nise and Jesse Cromer, Darlene 
Smith and Jario Alberto; sons 
and daughters-in-law, Terry and 
Jeannie Moon, Teddy and De-
nise Moon, Sinclair and Kristina 
Smith; several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; sister 
and brother-in-law, LuJuan and 
Tommy Allgood; brothers and 
sisters-in-law, Tim and June 
Oglesby, Russell and Judy Ogles-
by, Dewey and Margaret Ogles-
by; numerous extended family 
members; as well as her fur 
babies, Amos and Rusty, whom 
she loved dearly. 

A funeral service for Mrs. 
Smith was held Tuesday, Sep-

tember 22, 2020, 2:00 PM, at the 
Chapel of Caldwell & Cowan 
Funeral Home, 1215 Access 
Road, in Covington, with Pastor 
Hulon Knight officiating and 
interment followed in Lawnwood 
Memorial 

CDC guidelines recommend 
social distancing (6 feet apart) 
and wearing of masks while 
in public.  Caldwell & Cowan 
Funeral Home requests that you 
observe these recommendations 
while in our funeral home attend-
ing visitations and/or services.  In 
addition, gatherings are limited to 
50 persons or less in our facility 
at one time.  Please honor these 
restrictions for the safety of the 
family, yourself, and our staff.

Visit caldwellandcowan.com to 
place online condolences.

Betty Neal Cason
Mrs. Betty Neal 

House Cason, age 90, 
of Oxford passed away 
Tuesday, September 22, 
2020.  She was born 
in Winder on August 
30, 1930 to Bob and 
Harryette Segars House 
who have preceded her 
in death.  Mrs. Cason 
moved to Covington at 
an early age and was 
a graduate of Coving-
ton High School.  She 
worked as a bookkeeper 

for Piper Hardware, 
Medical Arts Pharmacy, 
and Cowan and Cowan 
Appliance.  Mrs. Cason 
was a wonderful cook 
and a great caregiver.  
She was world re-
nowned for her bis-
cuits.  She would often 
provide meals to those 
who were hungry or 
grieving or in her words 
“cooked enough to feed 
an army.”  

Mrs. Cason loved 
to dance, she enjoyed 

going to Jackson Lake 
with her family and rid-
ing on the pontoon boat.  
Her favorite pastime 
was truly her time spent 
with her family.  She 
was a longtime member 
of Gum Creek Presby-
terian Church and very 
active throughout the 
years.  Along with her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded by her husband 
Dewey Cason, and her 
stepmother Belle House.  

Mrs. Cason is sur-
vived by her daughter 
Kim Dylong (Dale), 
and Kathy Chris-
topherson (Keith) all 
of Oxford, her grand-
children Kasey Dylong, 
of Oxford, Kyle Chris-
topherson of Grand 
Junction, Colorado, and 
Kari Dylong of Love-
land, Colorado.  Her 
brother Robert Sams 
House (Ola Mae), her 
stepbrother Ronnie 
Jones (Julie) of Athens 
and her stepsister Peg-
gy Hulsey of Colbert 
along with numerous 
nieces, nephews, other 
family and close friends 
also survive her.  

Graveside services 
for Mrs. Cason will 

be held at 11 o’clock 
Monday, September 28, 
2020 at Oxford Histori-
cal Cemetery with Rev. 
Bobbie Wren Banks 
and Rev. Kerry Duncan 
officiating.  In lieu of 
flowers those desiring 
may make donations to 
Gum Creek Presbyteri-
an Church, 2700 Gum 
Creek Road, Oxford, 
GA 30054.  J.C. Har-
well and Son Funeral 
Home, TE Davis Funer-
al Services, 2157 East 
Street, SE, Covington, 
GA 30014.

Due to the COVID 19/
Coronavirus Pandemic 
all Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) requirements 
will be followed.  There 
is a limit of 50 people 
at any large gathering, 
social distancing must 
be recognized, the use 
of mask is encouraged, 
and most important-
ly if you feel sick or 
have any symptoms of 
COVID 19 you will not 
be allowed to attend 
the service.  Please be 
respectful of the family 
during this difficult time 
and follow the require-
ments of the CDC.  

762.435.7002   |   bullseyeacct@gmail.com   |   Monticello, Ga.
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"Your only locally owned 
and operated Pet Crematory."

Why Local Veterinarians 
Recommend Wheeler PETuary

Wheeler PETuary
Our Family Serving Yours  

78 Chamisa Rd, Covington, GA 30016

www.wheelerpetuary.com • 470-205-3000www.wheelerpetuary.com • 470-205-3000 

“The reason we recommend Wheeler PETuary to our clients 
is because of the compassion they express to the families 
who have lost a pet.”
                          Dr. Krueger, Covington Veterinary Clinic

Hi, my name is Spook!
You can adopt me from Pound 

Puppies ‘N Kittens Inc. located 
at 295 Paine Crossing Road in 

Social Circle, Ga.
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Community Calendar Remember when...
Friday, Oct. 2
• The Arts Association in Newton County 

will host its annual “Pink Out” drive-in con-
cert at 7 p.m. featuring Wren and the Wravens 
at Legion Field in Covington. The band plays 
an eclectic blend of retro soul, pop and R&B. 
Tickets are $5 per vehicle and will go on sale 
Sept. 28. The best decorated vehicle with the 
“Pink Out” theme will win a special prize. 
Pink is the color that is commonly used to 
observe October as Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. Sponsors of the concert are Covington 
Women’s Health, Piedmont Newton Wom-
en’s Health Center and Atlanta Cancer Care. 
Legion Field is at 3173 Mill St. NE in Coving-
ton. For more information, visit newtoncoun-
tyarts.org.

Saturday, Oct. 24
• Covington Christian Church on the Round, 

located at 141 Highway 142 in Covington, will 
host its Fall Festival from 5 to 9 p.m. Enjoy 
the season in backyard family style! Every-
one is invited to attend for an evening of hay 
rides, photo stations, food trucks and a bonfire. 
Break out your best recipes, because there 
will be an Apple Pie Contest, complete with 
blue ribbon and a gift card to Applebee’s for 
the winner! Come enjoy s’mores and guitars 
around the fire, then finish the festivities with 
a small fireworks display. Admission is free. 
Visit covingtonchristian.org to learn more.

Now  through  Oct. 30
New Beginnings art show is an art exhibit of 

original art by members of Southern Heartland 
Art Guild.  The public is invited to view this 
new show at Southern Heartland Visual Art 
Center and Gallery, Monday through Saturday.

Ongoing
• The food pantry at the Covington First 

United Methodist Church is in dire need of 
more volunteers now that students and teach-
ers are back in school and unavailable to help 
with this ongoing and much-needed project. 
If available to help, email Megan Hulgan at 
foodpantry@covingtonfirst.org to sign up.

• Everyone is invited to join Covington 
Christian Church on the Round on Sunday 
mornings at 11 a.m. for worship. The church is 
located at 141 Highway 142 in Covington.

• Paint Party at Southern Heartland Visual 
Art Center has resumed!  Hosted by profes-
sional gallery artists, this weekly get-together 
for those in our community interested in paint-
ing with others is free and open to the public 
each Friday from 10-2.  Both classrooms will 
be utilized to insure participants have enough 
space to social distance from other partici-
pants.

Archives |  The Covington News
On Sept.22, 1989, Lt. Rick Miller of the Covington police 
Department instructs members of a firearms class in how to 
hold the weapon.
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agreement of the parties in open 
court that the losing party would 
appeal the Court’s decision, and 
the county would not remove the 
Confederate Monument until the 
appropriate Court had rendered a 
final decision, that the Commis-
sion Chairman is now seeking 
to remove the Confederate 
Monument while the case is on 
appeal,” Ott wrote.

The judge issued his new order 
after his Sept. 14 ruling in which 
he dismissed complaints from 
Newton County resident Tiffany 
Humphries and local and state 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
groups that sought damages and 
injunctive relief from the statue’s 
removal. 

The Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans then appealed the ruling 
the same day to the state Court 
of Appeals.

The complaints were filed in 
reaction to the Newton County 
Board of Commissioners’ July 
14 vote to remove the 114-year-
old statue.

Ott wrote that the county 
government agreed not to take 
action during a Superior Court 

hearing on the complaints in late 
July.

“The Court has earlier, based 
upon the open court agreement 
by the County, made the agree-
ment an Order that mandated 
the statue not be removed until 
further order of the Court,” Ott 
wrote.

He said Tuesday’s order was 
issued “to cement what the 
Court has already ordered.”

“The sheriff of Newton Coun-
ty, who enforces the orders of 
the court, is obviously empow-
ered to arrest anyone now at-
tempting to remove the statue,” 
Ott wrote.

However, Ott stopped short of 
issuing any other action against 
Banes.

Humphries sought the injunc-
tion the day before the Newton 
County Board of Commissioners 
narrowly approved the statue 
removal on a 3-2 vote July 14. 

Local and state Sons of Con-
federate Veterans groups joined 
Humphries in seeking an in-
junction soon after the board’s 
decision to remove the 114-year-
old memorial from the center of 

the Square.
Kyle King, attorney for the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, 
said Ott “made it clear at the 
hearing and in his orders that 
he appreciates the gravity of 
the legal issues involved and is 
committed to ensuring that all 
interested parties get the full 
benefit of a fair process.” 

“We appreciate — as we be-
lieve all citizens should — Judge 
Ott’s conscientious insistence 
upon making certain that all 
sides will be heard and that the 
rule of law will determine the 
ultimate outcome,” King said.

Humphries’ attorney, Walker 
Chandler, said the order was 
“great” and he appreciated that 
Ott “acted promptly” upon hear-
ing about the possible removal.

He said the county would in-
cur “tremendous expense” if the 
government removed it, lost the 
case on appeal and was ordered 
to erect the statue again.

“There’s no rush to take it 
down,” Chandler said.

Banes declined comment.

the county’s interpretation today 
and has been the method of 
computation for many years,” 
Martin said.

She said the county is using 
Bell’s salary as the highest min-
imum annual salary to calculate 
pay because it factored in sup-
plements she received.

Martin also said the method of 
calculation is open to interpre-

tation. She said she had asked 
Georgia General Assembly 
members representing Newton 
County for legislation clarifying 
the law in recent years but had 
not received it.

However, she also said it did 
not appear pay increases of 40% 
each were justified.

“This is particularly concern-
ing where neither the chairman 

nor the Probate judge have cur-
rently completed a term,” Martin 
said.

She added she had sought an 
opinion from the state Attorney 
General’s office on interpretation 
of the local law governing the 
salaries.

Banes and Bell declined com-
ment.

his graduation, Bailey 
entered the U.S Army, 
where he served three 
years of active duty. 
In 1982, Bailey then 
enlisted in the Georgia 
Army National Guard 
and served for 20 years. 
During his time in the 
military, Bailey served 
as Cavalry Scout, Ad-
ministration Clerk, and 
Communication Chief/
Platoon Sergeant before 
retiring at the rank of a 
Staff Sergeant. 

He has been em-
ployed by the City of 
Covington for 14 years. 

He currently serves 
as a city meter reader. 
Bailey attended the 
University of Georgia 
Carl Vinson Institute of 
Government and com-
pleted his certificate. 
He has served as the 
Minister of Music for 
Murray CME Church 
for the past six years. 
In addition, he has been 
actively involved with 
the Newton County 
Recreation Department 
as a coach, referee, and 
umpire; he has also 
served 20- plus years as 
a high school official. 

Bailey is married to 
Angela Bailey; they 
will celebrate 38 years 
of marriage this No-
vember. The Baileys 
have three children — 
Courtney, Yasmine, and 
Anderico – and two 
grandchildren — Jay-
lin Gunn and Parker 
Bailey. 

Bailey stated he was 
excited to join the New-
ton County Board of 
Education to work “to 
provide the very best 
quality of education for 
all children throughout 
Newton County.”

Bailey is currently 
running unopposed 
as a Democrat for the 
District 4 seat in the 
General Election on 
Nov. 3. No Republican 
candidate qualified.

District 4 stretches 
from Alcovy Road 
near I-20 in the north 
to South Salem Ele-
mentary School in the 
south and includes 
north central Covington 
and much of the city of 
Oxford.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — New-
ton County will use a $3 million 
loan from a state infrastructure 
financing program to extend the 
life of the county landfill after 
a state agency gave its approval 
recently. 

Georgia Environmental 
Finance Authority (GEFA) 
approved the loan for a project 
planned to add about 740,000 
cubic yards of volume and 
almost seven years of additional 
life to the Lower River Road 
landfill south of Porterdale, a 
news release stated. 

Additional space was needed 
after county officials predicted it 
would reach its capacity by De-
cember 2021, said Curtis Reyn-
olds of Harbin Engineering Co.

A “cell” refers to an area of a 
landfill designed with extra fea-
tures such as a rubber lining to 
stop water runoff from polluting 
the surrounding environment.

The Newton County Solid 
Waste Management Authority 
— which operates the landfill — 
will pay back the loan from user 
fees, officials said in June. 

It is a 20-year loan with an 
interest rate of 1.44% — which 
is reduced because Newton 
County participates in a program 
focusing on water conservation, 

according to information from 
the state agency. 

Newton County Board of 
Commissioners applied for the 
loan and is backing it because 
the relatively new solid waste 
authority has not had time to 
build up enough “debt service 
ratio” to qualify for the loan, 
Reynolds said during a June 3 
board meeting. 

GEFA approved the loan from 
its Georgia Fund, which is a 
state-funded financing program 
for water, wastewater and solid 
waste infrastructure.

Newton County also is in the 
midst of a project it began in 
January 2019 to move garbage 
from an older part of the land-
fill that does not have a lining 
installed. 

The garbage is being moved to 
a lined area of the Lower River 
Road landfill so a lining can be 
installed in its former location 
by 2022, officials said.

Newton County’s landfill loan 
follows GEFA loans in recent 
years totaling more than $50 
million to three local govern-
ment entities for expansion and 
upgrade of water and sewer sys-
tems serving areas countywide.

GEFA approved a $25 million 
loan from its federally-funded 
Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund in 2019 to Newton County 

Water & Sewerage Authority.
The loan was to be used to 

build the Little River Water Rec-
lamation Facility and an access 
road, convert an existing force 
main system to a gravity sewer 
main system, and install a new 
sewer main to help encourage 
commercial development in east 
and northeast Newton County, 
records showed.

The county agency will pay 
1.93% interest on the 30-year 
loan for the project to provide 
sewer service to parts of eastern 
Newton County including the 
Stanton Springs Business Park, 
according to state records.

GEFA also approved a $2.5 
million loan from the same fund 
to the city of Porterdale in 2018 
for replacement and rehabili-
tation of sewer lines and man-
holes. 

In October 2018, GEFA 
approved a $23.2 million loan 
from another federally-funded 
program to Newton County gov-
ernment for improvements to the 
county’s water system.

The project includes modifi-
cations and improvements to a 
pump station on the Alcovy Riv-
er, an intake on Lake Varner, and 
the Cornish Creek and Williams 
Street water treatment plants. 

State agency OKs $3M loan to extend 
life of Newton County landfill

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

Facebook has an-
nounced a new cycle 
of its Community 
Action Grants and, 
for the first time, the 
Newton Data Center 
will participate in the 
program.

The program bene-
fits area nonprofits and 
schools, a news release 
stated.

Grants are available 
for projects delivered 
in the region of the 
Joint Development 
Authority of Jasper, 
Morgan, Newton and 
Walton counties, the 
release said. 

Applications may 
be submitted via the 
CyberGrants LLC 
platform from Mon-
day, Sept. 14, through 
Oct. 16. 

The Facebook New-
ton Data Center will 
be working with Char-
ities Aid Foundation 
of America to award 
grants to successful 
applicants. 

The release stated 
applicants must do one 
or more of the follow-
ing:

• Address critical 
community needs by 
putting the power of 
technology to use for 
community benefit;

• Connect people 
online or off;

• Improve local 
Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) 
education.

Organizations are 
permitted to submit 
one application per 
grant cycle, with the 
exception of schools 
that may apply for 
multiple grants. 

According to a 
release on the New-
ton Data Center’s 
Facebook page, the 
following types of or-
ganizations or requests 
are not eligible for 
Facebook Community 
Action Grants:

• Organizations 
whose mission or 

Newton Data Center 
part of Facebook grants 
program for first time
Applications open through Oct. 16 

for projects in Development 
Authority’s four-county region

 See FACEBOOK, A10
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The Honorable 
Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg died 

last week at the age 
of 87. 
She had 
been 
battling 
meta-
static 
pan-
creatic 
cancer.

She was a great 
judge — a trailblazer 
— though I didn’t see 
eye-to-eye with all of 
her decisions. 

Since the sad news of 
her passing, I’ve found 
unfortunate amusement 
from the fallout — you 
know, like it’s so bad 
you can’t help but look.

Almost immediately 
after her death, inten-
tions to appoint Gins-
burg’s successor before 
the Nov. 3 general elec-
tion were announced. 
Those intentions were 
and continue to be led 
by Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell.

President Donald J. 
Trump said he planned 
to announce his nomi-
nee Saturday, after The 
Covington News’ dead-
line for the weekend 
edition.

McConnell and his 
Republican comrades 
have been adamant 
in saying they would 
do everything in their 
power to approve the 
nomination before the 

presidential election. 
Democratic senators 
have been adamant 
in saying they would 
do everything in their 
power to block the 
nomination.

The reason I find 
amusement in these 
recent proceedings 
started in 2016. Bar-
rack Obama was in 
the White House and 
former Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Sca-
lia had died. His seat 
needed to be filled and, 
wouldn’t you know, the 
Republican-controlled 
Senate’s stance was 
totally different than 
it is today. Republican 
leaders said the Senate 
should wait and allow 
the winner of the 2016 
presidential election 
make the nomination.

But it isn’t just the 
Republicans. Demo-
crats have flip-flopped, 
too.

In June 1992 — be-
fore I was born —
then-Sen. Joe Biden 
suggested if a Supreme 
Court vacancy were to 
occur before election 
day and the president 
made a nomination, the 
Senate could wait until 
after the election to 
take action. But then he 
also changed his mind. 
In 2016, then-Vice 
President Biden argued 
Republicans should not 
wait until after the elec-
tion to move forward 
once Obama submitted 

his nomination.
Now, Biden has 

opposed the Senate’s 
intent to move forward 
with a nomination from 
the president before the 
election, calling it “an 
exercise in raw politi-
cal power.”

Before her death, 
even Ginsberg flip-
flopped on the matter.

Several reports said 
her dying wish was 
that she not be replaced 
until a “new president” 
is installed. Does that 
mean the winner of the 
Nov. 3 election or the 
person that succeeds 
Trump? And while 
Ginsburg was a great 
justice, are we inclined 
to honor this wish, 
“just because?”

In 2016, Ginsberg 
took a different stance, 
calling on the Senate 
to vote on Obama’s 
nomination.

“There’s nothing in 
the Constitution that 
says the president stops 
being the president in 
his last year,” she told 
the New York Times in 
2016.

Ladies and gentle-
men, this is bipartisan 
hypocrisy at its finest, 
and it’s disgusting.

Why is it that seem-
ingly every decision 
made by government 
leaders always points 
back to a reason being 
for political gain? 

Why can’t decisions 
be based on what our 

country needs and put 
our political factions 
aside?

When it comes to 
instances such as Su-
preme Court vacancies, 
if a precedent is set, 
our leaders should be 
held accountable and 
stick to it. If there isn’t 
a precedent, then set 
one and, again, stick 
to it. 

No more flip-flop-
ping because it benefits 
Democrats’ or Republi-
cans’ agenda. 

Our country needs 
to return to its name-
sake and be united, yet 
even this — a childish, 
Washington tussle over 
appointing someone to 
what’s supposed to be 
a non-partisan posi-
tion on the Supreme 
Court — has seemed to 
widen the chasm.

It’s disheartening, but 
I think I’ve made that 
clear enough.

After a life of wit-
nessing the world of 
politics and having 
more than a year of 
parenting under my 
belt, I see the old say-
ing may be true: 

“Politicians, like 
diapers, should be 
changed often. And for 
the same reasons.”

Taylor Beck is the 
publisher and editor of 
The Covington News. 
He may be reached at 
tbeck@covnews.com.
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So much is at stake 
in this political 
moment in our 

country. Yet we don’t 
listen 
to the 
news 
because 
we can’t 
trust 
it. We 
don’t 
dis-
cuss issues with our 
friends and family for 
fear of striking a nerve 
and losing important 
relationships. We don’t 
research candidates 
for office because we 
know we are going to 
vote “R” or “D” based 
on our ideology or 
identity. We delete or 
block people on social 
media who we disagree 
with, effectively seal-
ing ourselves in echo 
chambers that comfort-
ably reaffirm our ideas. 
We do all of this in the 
name of being at peace 
and preserving our 
mental health. Mean-
while, the preservation 
of our Constitution 
and its protection of 
freedom hangs in the 
balance.

America recently 
marked 225 years since 
the founding fathers 
signed the Constitu-
tion and began this 
great experiment. This 
Constitutional Repub-
lic has survived wars, 
pandemics, economic 
depressions and more. 
Through it all, Amer-
icans have shaped our 
country and its values 

by disagreeing, de-
bating, marching and 
voting. The persistence 
of former generations 
have been centered on 
preserving our funda-
mental natural rights 
as humans. English 
philosopher John 
Locke described those 
as “life, liberty and 
property.” Thomas Jef-
ferson and the signers 
of the Declaration of 
Independence later re-
fined Locke’s thesis on 
natural rights as “life, 
liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.” 

Today, we are faced 
with great challenges – 
from a global pandem-
ic and the devastating 
economic pressures 
in its wake to a racial 
awakening and mount-
ing challenges from 
a changing climate. 
These challenges are 
compounded by an 
ever increasing polit-
ical and social divide 
that has been exacer-
bated by the prevalence 
of social media and the 
evolution of national 
news outlets to parti-
san communications 
machines. Amidst the 
cacophony of parti-
san yelling, voters are 
increasingly weary. 

On top of the sheer 
exhaustion we all feel 
in this environment, 
we’re also isolated by 
the pandemic and by an 
epidemic of loneliness 
in the personal bubbles 
we create with technol-
ogy. We are at risk of 
mass apathy – includ-

ing not taking seriously 
the sacred obligation to 
participate in the most 
fundamental action in 
a democracy: voting. 
When we retreat into 
ourselves, we are al-
lowing the divine rights 
we have been given to 
be sacrificed. If we care 
about addressing the 
set of challenges that 
our country faces, we 
should care about how 
we cast our vote — and 
not just for president. 

As a Georgian and a 
Newton County res-
ident, you also have 
the opportunity to vote 
for two Senate seats, 
likely a U.S. House 
seat, two seats on the 
Georgia Public Service 
Commission, represen-
tation in the Georgia 
General Assembly, and 
a host of local seats 
for District Attorney, 
Probate Court, Sheriff, 
Tax Commissioner, 
Coroner, County Com-
mission chairman and 
board of education. In 
addition, you will be 
asked to vote on two 
state constitutional 
amendments, a state-
wide referendum and a 
1% sales tax on trans-
portation. 

When we approach 
the ballot box on Nov. 
3, we will etch into the 
official record our indi-
vidual beliefs about the 
challenges we face. It 
is a critical moment in 
our collective lives that 
will define the course 
of our governments for 
years to come. So, no 

matter your political 
affiliation, we must not 
take this responsibly 
lightly. We must search 
our hearts and learn 
more about why we be-
lieve what we believe. 
We must research and 
educate ourselves so 
that we can challenge 
the people who are 
asking for our votes.

Don’t retreat into 
your shell. Register to 
vote or check your reg-
istration status before 
Oct. 5. Don’t simply 
rely on a candidate’s 
party affiliation. Re-
search candidates and 
compare their views 
and policies to your 
own beliefs. Discuss 
the election with your 
friends and family. 
Make plans to vote 
early or mail in your 
ballot, or if you have to 
vote on Nov. 5, make 
plans with your em-
ployer to wait in line. 
The preservation of our 
Constitution and the 
protection of our nat-
ural rights is at stake. 
Don’t take this moment 
lightly. 

Matt Hestad has 
worked in Geor-
gia’s  forestry and nat-
ural resource sector for 
more than seven years 
as a communications 
and marketing pro-
fessional. He and his 
wife, Bianca, are proud 
residents of Newton 
County and members 
of Eastridge Church. 

Taylor Beck publisher and editor

Matt Hestad guest columnist

Bipartisan hypocrisy

Resist temptation of apathy Nov. 3

Our View on the Issue

For the love of 
Georgia, take 

the 2020 Census
It has been preached 

time and time again 
over the last several 

months: everyone needs 
to complete the U.S. 
Census.

But why? Some of 
you may be wondering, 
what’s so important 
about being counted? 
Why is it important 
enough to flood my 
physical and digital 
mail boxes with re-
minders about it? Why 
is it important enough 
to send strangers to my 
door during a pandemic 
to make sure we com-
plete it?

We’ll tell you why.
First of all, its re-

quired by the U.S. Con-
stitution. It mandates 
a count of all persons 
across America be con-
ducted every 10 years.

But it is much more 
than a head count.

Everyone in Newton 
County and the great 
state of Georgia needs 
to respond to the Cen-
sus because the results 
impact us on national, 
state and local levels, 
shaping our future for 
the next decade.

Your response will 
help determine how 
billions of dollars in 
federal funding will be 
allotted over the next 
10 years. This includes 
funding for hospitals 
and first responders.

It influences highway 
planning and construc-
tion, as well as grants 
for buses, subways 
and other public transit 
systems.

Census results influ-
ence how much money 
is allotted for education 
grants and programs 
that support teachers 
and school systems 
across the state.

And that only scratch-
es the surface. Other 
programs to help pro-
vide housing for elders, 
support rural areas and 
even aid in the fight 
against child abuse are 
included.

The deadline to 
complete the census is 
Wednesday, Sept. 30. 
As of Sept. 21, Georgia 
was considered one 
of the lowest ranking 

states in its progress on 
the count.

A report from the 
Capitol Beat News Ser-
vice stated “nearly 91% 
of households in Geor-
gia had completed the 
census either on their 
own initiative or after 
census takers tracked 
them down via door-
to-door visits or phone 
calls.”

 And that’s a good 
thing. According to 
the report, that’s an 
increase from the 81% 
completion rate seen 
earlier this month. Un-
fortunately, we’re still 
lagging behind every 
other state in the coun-
try except Alabama, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, 
South Carolina and 
Montana.

It’s really easy and 
there are multiple ways 
to respond: online, mail 
or over the phone.

To respond online, 
visit 2020Census.gov.

By mail, use the 
paid postage envelope 
provided by the Cen-
sus Bureau. You likely 
received the paper 
questionnaire by mail in 
April.

To respond by phone, 
call 844-330-2020 and 
follow the instructions.

 Either option you 
choose, it only takes 
about five minutes to 
complete the question-
naire.

Additional informa-
tion can be found at 
2020Census.gov.

If Georgians don’t 
step up and respond to 
the census, our state and 
its communities could 
be suffer for the next 10 
years.

We don’t want that, 
and neither do you. so, 
for the love of New-
ton County — for the 
love our great state of 
Georgia — be counted. 
Complete the census.

Our View on the 
Issue is an opinion of 
The Covington News 
editorial board, which 
includes Owner Patrick 
Graham and Editor and 
Publisher Taylor Beck.

Letters to the Editor can be delivered by:
•	 Mail: Editor: The Covington News, 

P.O. Box 1249, Covington, GA 30015
•	 In person: Stop by 1166 Usher St. 

NW in downtown Covington
•	 Email: news@covnews.com



Jobs

Help Wanted

FOREVER HOME Aide 
Service: 

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for upcoming 
CNA, LPN, RN positionS. 

Part time and full time 
available. 

FOR APPOINTMENT call 
678-656-8270

SEEKING: LOVING 
dependable child care 
Teachers. Excellent work 
environment. Apply in person 
at Kids R Great. 2235 
Dixie Road across from 
East Newton Elementary. 

Real Estate

Homes For Sale

CUSTOM BRICK Cape Cod, 
1 ACRE cul-de-sac lot, 

POSSIBLE 5 BR spaces, 
3-1/2 BAS,, 
SUNROOM.

WRAP-AROUND PORCH
YOUTH EM & MS, 
WALNUT GROVE 

HS.$375,000. Tricia Hinton 
404-285-2658, Realty East 

770-466-1018.  

CLASSIFIEDS & LEGALS
Saturday-Sunday, September 26-27, 2020 A5

The Covington News

Business
Directory

   FOOT CARE

Specialty treatment of the Foot and Ankle serving 
Lithonia, Covington and the surrounding areas.

 

8225 Mall Parkway • Suite 230 • Lithonia GA 30038

50% Discounts Offered for Self Payers

  HEALTH CARE

Now hiring CNA, PCA, homemakers,  full time, part time 
and PRN  positions for areas in Newton, Rockdale and 

other surrounding counties.
If interested in positions go to www.advirhealthcare.com  

and click on careers to apply for interview. or call  
404.348.2643 ext 702.

ADVIR HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEMS

Classifieds

Legals

Place your 
ad here! 

770-787-6397

Crossword Puzzle
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Emaciation
 6. Million barrels per day 
(abbr.)
 9. Light dry-gap bridge 
system (abbr.)
13. Anatomical term 
14. Tropical starchy tuber-
ous root
15. Jewish calendar month
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Western Pacific 
republic
18. List of foods
19. It can strike the ground
21. Drenches
22. Some are cole
23. __ Squad
24. Expresses emotion
25. One point east of due 
south
28. Satisfaction
29. Holds nothing back
31. Top of the body
33. Not well-liked
36. Did slowly
38. Greek goddess of the 
dawn
39. Gland secretion
41. Vital to existence
44. Aristocratic young 
women
45. Erik __, composer
46. Not young
48. Jewish term for “Sir”
49. Secondary school
51. __ student: learns to 
heal
52. Regarding
54. Highly excited
56. Mainly
60. Thin, narrow piece of 
wood
61. Cakes
62. Biomedical nonprofit
63. Dried-up
64. One who is symbolic of 
something
65. Body part
66. Muslim ruler

67. Women from Mayflower
68. Notes

CLUES DOWN
 1. Not us
 2. Helper
 3. Bleat
 4. Type of chair
 5. Jr.’s father
 6. Necessary for certain 
beverages
 7. Hillside
 8. Dutch painter Gerrit __
 9. Gave a new look
10. Ancient Greek City
11. Confidence trick
12. Type of fund
14. From an Asian island
17. Malay boat
20. Western Australia 
indigenous people
21. Cluster on underside of 
fern frond
23. You need it to get 
somewhere

25. The woman
26. It may be green
27. Makes less severe
29. One from Beantown
30. Cavalry sword
32. Metric linear unit
34. Hawaiian dish
35. Yokel
37. Dissuade
40. Mutual savings bank
42. __ Caesar, comedian
43. Primordial matters
47. We all have it

49. Hermann __, author of 
“Siddhartha”
50. Historic MA coastal city
52. Shady garden alcove
53. Small amount
55. Horse-drawn cart
56. Nocturnal rodent
57. Spiritual leader
58. Air mattress
59. Speaks incessantly
61. Auction term
65. Atomic #62
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We don’t  knowingly accept 
advertisements that discriminate, 
or intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not  bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national  origin, handicap or 
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK of 9/27/20

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK of 9/27/20

EDUCATION /Career Training

Online Pharmacy Technician 
Training New Students Only. Call 
& Press 1. Financial Aid Available 
for those who qualify. 100% online 
Courses. Call 855-212-7763.

Medical Billing and Coding 
Training. New Students Only.  
Call and Press 1. 100% Online 
courses. Financial Aid Available 
for those who qualify. Call 833-
628-2698.

HEALTHCARE

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application 
or appeal today!  877-627-2704   
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]  

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one 
FREE! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% 
less than competitors. Nearly 
invisible! 45-day money back 
guarantee! 866-395-1310

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+ filed for SSD 
and denied, our attorneys can 
help you get approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 1-855-513-
8730.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
may be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 888-670-
0481.

A Place For Mom. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obliga-
tion.1-855-508-8043.

ATTENTION; Oxygen users! Gain 
Freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices! Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 844-923-
2359.

Attention Oxygen Users: THE 
NEW INOGEN ONEG5. 1-6 
flow settins. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight. Get a Free Info Kit 
today: 855-968-2718.

Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or 
Mobility Issues on the Stairs? 
**STOP STRUGGLING** Give 
Your Life A Lift! An Acorn Stairlift is 
a perfect solution! A BBB Rating. 
Call now for $250 OFF your pur-
chase. FREE DVD & brochure. 
855-200-4205.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Call Empire Today to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-866-971-9196.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who qualify. 
PLUS Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-735-0477.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Great Fresh Start or Forgiveness 
Call 1-855-558-2664. Monday – 
Friday 7AM - 5PM PST.

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT?  Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 855-399-
5797

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS 
ON SITE provides FREE diagno-
sis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE 
DURING COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with coupon 
86407! Restrictions apply. 877-
820-7565

Cash for Cars! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled—It doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! 
833-882-3437.

Donate your car to charity. 
Receive the maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All Conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details 866-
994-1146.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Threatened with 
FORECLOSURE?  CALL the 
homeowners Relief Line Now for 
Help! 855-596-0109.

PROBLEM CREDIT REPORT? 
Lexington Law helps work  to 
challenge inaccurate negative 
items including; Identity theft, col-
lections, late payments, liens, and 
more from your credit report. Call 
for a free consultation 877-250-
3937

TV/INTERNET 

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation!
Call 855-808-6843.

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 
Channels! + 14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation,   Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-877-740-8994.

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed 
Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. 
Call Today for $100 Gift Card! 
Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-866-369-1468 
(some restrictions apply)

AT& T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12 –mo. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get more for your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask 
us how to bundle and save! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-888-581-6815

JUDICIAL POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT
    Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §15-11-50(f), the Superior Court Judges of the
Alcovy Judicial Circuit are seeking qualified applicants for the position
of full time Juvenile Court Judge for the Alcovy Judicial Circuit which
includes the following counties: Newton and Walton. Two (2) applicants
will be appointed as full time Juvenile Court Judges, one (1) of whom will
have an office in Newton County and the other will have an office in
Walton County.
    These will be four year appointments by a majority vote of the
Superior Court Judges in the circuit.  Each full time position will become
effective January 1, 2021.  Qualified applicants must be at least thirty
(30) years of age, must have been a citizen of the state of Georgia for
three (3) years, must have practiced law for five (5) years, and must be
a member of the State Bar in good standing.  A Juvenile Court Judge
shall be eligible for reappointment.
    Travel throughout the circuit and some limited state travel will be
required.  It shall be unlawful for a full time judge to engage in any
practice of law outside his or her role as a Juvenile Court Judge. Salary
and benefits will be provided consistent with O.C.G.A. §15-11-52.
    Those persons interested may apply by sending a resume with cover
letter to the Hon. John M. Ott, Chief Judge, Alcovy Judicial Circuit,
303 South Hammond Drive, Suite 221, Monroe, Georgia 30655. Only
applications received by December 4th, 2020, will be considered.

CITY OF COVINGTON
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

The City of Covington is currently accepting applications for the position of Electric Line 
Worker in the Electric Department with an entry-level hourly rate of $26.46 to a maximum 
hourly rate of $38.87 depending upon qualifications. Potential to reach top pay within 
4 years if all 4 levels of lineman test are passed. This is skilled journeyman worker 
level electrical work involved in the installation, maintenance, alteration and repair of 
overhead electrical lines, underground lines and electrical substations. An employee 
in this class works under the direction of the crew supervisor or lead line worker on 
electric power lines typically up to 25,000 volts.  Required training and experience include 
graduation from high school or GED equivalent, certification as a journey line worker, 
and a minimum of 5 years’ experience in “HOT LINE” work including new construction 
and overhead primary line re-conductoring.  Underground experience desirable. Special 
Requirements include valid Georgia Commercial Driver’s License Class A or ability to obtain 
one, with proper endorsement and a journeyman line worker’s license or certification. 
Qualified applicants may apply by downloading an application via our website at www.
cityofcovington.org or may apply in person at the City of Covington, 2194 Emory Street, 
Covington, Georgia 30014.  Position will remain open until 4 p.m. on October 8, 2020. 
The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Public Notices

Bids
THE CITY of Covington invites 
proposals to update the City’s Urban 
Redevelopment Plan that conforms 
to the requirements of the Urban 
Redevelopment Act, OCGA 36.61. 
This plan shall examine areas in 
the City of Covington that meet the 
State of Georgia criteria for targeted 
urban redevelopment, as defined 
by the Urban Redevelopment Law. 
These areas contain conditions 
such as deteriorating or inadequate 
infrastructure, a predominance of 
dilapidated or vacant buildings, higher 
levels of poverty and unemployment, 
and other signs of blight and distress. 
The persistence of these conditions 
substantially impairs or arrests 
the sound growth of the City and 
constitutes an economic and social 
liability that is a menace to the public 
health, safety, and welfare.

SEALED PROPOSALS must be 
delivered to City Hall, 2194 Emory 
Street NW, Covington, GA 30014 if 
using FedEx or UPS and if being 
mailed (USPS),to P.O. Box 1527 
Covington, GA 30015, Attn: William 
Smith, Economic Development 
Manager, by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 7, 2020. 

REQUEST FOR Bids/Proposals 
and additional information may be 
obtained at City Hall or by accessing 
the request for proposals on the City’s 
website at https://www.cityofcovington.
org/index.php?section=business-
opportunities

THE CITY of Covington reserves the 
right to reject any and all proposals.

PUBLIC NOTICE #117324
9/27,10/4

THE CITY of Covington is soliciting 
sealed bids from licensed HVAC 
contractors to design and install an 
adequate heating and cooling system 
as specified in Exhibit “A” for the City 
of Covington.

SEALED BIDS must be delivered 
to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street NW, 
Covington, GA  30014, Attn: Scott 
Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Thursday, October 29th, 2020. Bids 
will be opened and read aloud at that 
time. A mandatory pre-bid meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, September 29th, 
2020 at 10:00 am at Covington City 
Hall located at 2194 Emory Street NW 
Covington, Georgia 30014. 

REQUEST FOR Bids and additional 
information may be obtained at City 
Hall or by accessing the request for 
proposals on the City’s website at 
https://www.cityofcovington.org/index.
php?section=business-opportunities

THE CITY of Covington reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.

Citations
CITATION

CAROLYN ELAINE SMITH 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of WILMA 
JEAN JOHNSON, deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before OCTOBER 5, 2020, 

next, at ten o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117256
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

EDWIN C MORITZ has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the Estate 
of ERIK M. MORITZ, deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before OCTOBER 5, 2020, 
next, at ten o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117247
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

FRANCES W. BENTON has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of JEROME BENTON, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing, and filed with this Court on or 
before OCTOBER 5, 2020, next, at ten 
o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117248
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

GERALDINE THOMAS has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of MARY LILLIAN THOMAS, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing, and filed with this Court on or 
before OCTOBER 5, 2020, next, at ten 
o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117251
9/6,13,20,27
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CITATION

JACQUELINE LORRAINE DUPONT 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
JEROME SMITH, deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before OCTOBER 5, 
2020, next, at ten o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117254
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

JOHN L. STRAUSS has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of HELEN SANDRA HICKS, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing, and filed with this Court on or 
before OCTOBER 5, 2020, next, at ten 
o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117253
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

MARK BOWEN AND JORDAN 
BOWEN have petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of BETTY CAROL JORDAN, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing, and filed with this Court on or 
before OCTOBER 5, 2020, next, at ten 
o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117246
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

MARY KATHERINE HOOD 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
MARY KATHRYN HONAKER COX, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing, and filed with this Court on or 
before OCTOBER 5, 2020, next, at ten 
o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117252
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

RICHARD WELCH has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of DENA MARIE MOOTZ 
WELCH, deceased. (The applicant 
has also applied for waiver of bond 
and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before OCTOBER 5, 
2020, next, at ten o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117250
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

ROBBIN M. PASCHALL has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of JAMES E. PASCHALL, 
SR., deceased. (The applicant has 
also applied for waiver of bond and/
or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing, and filed with this Court on or 
before OCTOBER 5, 2020, next, at ten 
o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117257
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

SARAH L. QUINTON has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of BOBBY GENE QUINTON, 
JR., deceased. (The applicant has 
also applied for waiver of bond and/
or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing, and filed with this Court on or 
before OCTOBER 5, 2020, next, at ten 
o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117255
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

TED WRIGHT CHANCEY, JR. 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of FELICIA 
YVONNE CHANCEY, deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before OCTOBER 5, 

2020, next, at ten o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne
CLERK, PROBATE Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

PUBLIC NOTICE #117249
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

THE PETITION of ALONZO BAILEY, 
JR., widow/widower of JANICE 
EILEEN BAILEY, deceased, for 
Twelve Month’s Support for having 
been duly filed, all interested parties 
are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted. All 
objections must be in writing and filed 
with this Court on or before October 5, 
2020, next at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #117263
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

THE PETITION of DONNA F. GREGG 
widow/widower of JAMES P. GREGG, 
deceased, for Twelve Month’s Support 
for having been duly filed, all interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing and filed with this Court on or 
before 	 October 5, 2020, next at 
ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #117262
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

THE PETITION of LAURA J. 
APPLEWHITE, widow/widower 
of EDWARD R. APPLEWHITE, 
deceased, for Twelve Month’s Support 
for having been duly filed, all interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not 
be granted. All objections must be in 
writing and filed with this Court on or 
before October 5, 2020, next at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #117264
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

THE PETITION of LINDA CHERYL 
ELUMBAUGH, widow/widower of 
CHAD W. ELUMBAUGH, deceased, 
for Twelve Month’s Support for having 
been duly filed, all interested parties 
are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted. All 
objections must be in writing and filed 
with this Court on or before October 5, 
2020, next at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #117265
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

THE PETITION of TIMOTHY L. 
MAYO, widow/widower of TAMMIE R. 
MAYO, deceased, for Twelve Month’s 
Support for having been duly filed, all 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing and filed with this 
Court on or before October 5, 2020, 
next at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #117266
9/6,13,20,27

CITATION

TO:  UNKNOWN FATHER & ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

DEMETRIUS SMITH & SUZANNE 
MILLS have filed Temporary Letters 
of Guardianship of the Person(s) 
MADISON SMITH minor(s).  All 
objections must be in writing and filed 
with this Court on or before October 
12th, 2020  at ten o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge 
BY:  DANYELL Thomas
CLERK, PROBATE Court 
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #117337
9/27,10/4

NOTICE

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

BE NOTIFIED THAT:  George 
Graham has filed a Petition for 
the Court to determine the right of 
disposition of the remains of the 
Wallace Michael Moore, Deceased.  
A hearing has been set by the Court 
on October 12, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. in 
Probate Courtroom, Newton County 
courthouse.  All heirs or interested 
persons may be and appear before the 
Court at such hearing and be heard 
concerning the right of disposition of 
the remains of the Decedent.

MELANIE M. BELL
JUDGE OF the Probate Court
BY:  LAURA Niko
CLERK OF the Probate Court
1132 USHER Street
COVINGTON, GA 30014
770-784-2045

PUBLIC NOTICE #117338
9/27,10/4

Debtors Creditors
NOTICE TO Debtors and Creditors

ALL CREDITORS of the estate of  
Kristopher M. Clarke late of Newton 
County, deceased, are hereby notified 
to render in their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
THIS 13TH day of September, 2020

NAME: BETTY Clarke
TITLE: ADMINISTRATRIX
ADDRESS: 310 Homestead Way, 

Covington, Georgia 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #117222
8/30,9/6,13,20

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of ALEJANDRO EMILIO TORO, 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 28th	 day of 
AUGUST, 2020.

JUSTIN E. TORO
101 LEONELLE CIRCLE
SLIDELL, LA 70458

PUBLIC NOTICE #117258
9/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of BETTY 
ZANE EDWARDS, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 22nd	 day of 
September, 2020.

WALLACE E. EDWARDS, JR.
2780 BROUGHTON RD
NEWBORN, GA 30056

PUBLIC NOTICE #117327
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
CLAUDE MCKENZIE CAMPBELL, 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 21st	 day of 
September, 2020.

DEANNA TAMARA CAMPBELL
371 SUMMIT VIEW DRIVE
MCDONOUGH, GA 30253

PUBLIC NOTICE #117334
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of CLYDE 
MARVIN BOWEN, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 22nd	 day of 
September, 2020.

ELIZABETH POPE
2173 CONYERS ST.
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #117331
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of DARYL 
JOHANNESON, deceased, late of 
Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 22nd	 day of 
September, 2020.

WARD DALE WEIBE
6 NORWOOD BAY
MITCHELL, MANITOBA 
R5G 0Y7

PUBLIC NOTICE #117336
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of ELLA 
FAY PATTERSON, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia.  You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.  

THIS THE 16th day of September, 
2020.

MARIO S. Ninfo, Attorney for
PAIGE STODDARD, Administrator
1198 CLARK St., NW
COVINGTON, GA 30014
770 784 8000

PUBLIC NOTICE #117320
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of ERNESTINE T. SILVERMAN, 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 15th	 day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2020.

DERWIN BRYAN Davis, Esquire, CFP
P.O. BOX 82870
CONYERS, GEORGIA 30013

PUBLIC NOTICE #117311
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of GARY 
JOSEPH SPRINGSTON, deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. 
You are required to render your 
demands and/or make payments to 
the undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 17th	 day of 
September, 2020.

SHAWN SPRINGSTON
205 EWING DRIVE
SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA 30025

PUBLIC NOTICE #117329
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of HERCHEL HOOVER SHEETS, 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 31ST	 day of 

AUGUST, 2020.

RODNEY SHEETS
695 SKYLINE DR
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #117259
9/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JACKIE TARRH, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 27th	 day of 
AUGUST, 2020.

RICHMOND TARRH
80 CROSSFIRE DR
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #117260
9/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of JAMES 
BOYCE HOWARD, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 10th	 day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2020.

RITA F. FRIX
3109 WOODCHUCK WAY
CONYERS, GA 30094

PUBLIC NOTICE #117304
9/20,27,10/4,11

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
LESTER RAY CROY, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 17th	 day of 
September, 2020.

ZACHERY S. CROY
290 BETHANY ROAD
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #117333
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
PATRICIA A. WHITE, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 17th	 day of 
September, 2020.

HAROLD C. WHITE
145 AVONLEA DRIVE
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #117328
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of ROBERT 
CHARLES WARD, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 25th	 day of 
AUGUST, 2020.

ROBERT D. WARD
2100 WATERS FERRY DR
LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30043

PUBLIC NOTICE #117261
9/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of TOMMY 
RAY THOMPSON, deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to law.
THIS THE 14th	 day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2020.

PATRICIA ANN THOMPSON
86 PARKER ROAD
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #117303
9/20,27,10/4,11

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
VERONICA WEEKFALL, deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. 
You are required to render your 
demands and/or make payments to 
the undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 17th	 day of 
September, 2020.

CYNTHIA WEEKFALL
75 SERENA COURT
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #117335
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of WESLEY DANIEL BURROUGHS, 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 18th	 day of 
September, 2020.

DEBORAH F. BURROUGHS
2782 HIGHWAY 81
OXFORD, GA 30054

PUBLIC NOTICE #117330
9/27,10/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of WILLIA DEAN WILLIAMS 
POPHAM, deceased, late of Newton 
County, Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 17th	 day of 

September, 2020.

SARAH E. POPHAM
90 FINCHER ROAD
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #117332
9/27,10/4,11,18

Divorces
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

KOLBE KEYAUNA JEFFERY
	 PLAINTIFF,
-VS-
DECANO DENARD JEFFERY
	 DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION No.: 2020-CV-1756-4

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: DECANO JEFFERY
353 EASTWYCK CIRCLE
DECATUR, GA 30032
 
BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated SEPTEMBER 
10, 2020 you are hereby notified that 
on 9/04/20 (date of filing) KOLBE 
JEFFERY (plaintiff)  filed suit against 
you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable LAYLA H. 
ZON, Judge Superior Court of Newton 
County.

THIS, THE 11th day of SEPTEMBER, 
2020.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior Court

PUBLIC NOTICE #117297
9/20,27,10/4,11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

SHANNA-KAY CAMPBELL
	 PLAINTIFF,
-VS-
ROMAINE CAMPBELL
	 DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION No.: 2020-CV-1671-4

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: ROMAINE CAMPBELL
 
BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated SEPTEMBER 
10, 2020 you are hereby notified that 
on 8/27/20 (date of filing) SHANNA-
KAY CAMPBELL (plaintiff)  filed suit 
against you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable LAYLA H. 
ZON, Judge Superior Court of Newton 
County.

THIS, THE 11th day of SEPTEMBER, 
2020.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior Court

PUBLIC NOTICE #117298
9/20,27,10/4,11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA

ERIC LAUREE BROWN	
Plaintiff,
-VS-
YOLANDA M. BROWN
	 DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION No.: 2020-CV-1582-4

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: YOLANDA M. BROWN
431 KIRKLAND RD,
COVINGTON, GA 30014
 
BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated SEPTEMBER 
1, 2020 you are hereby notified that 
on 8/27/20 (date of filing) ERIC L. 
BROWN (plaintiff)  filed suit against 
you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable LAYLA H. 
ZON, Judge Superior Court of Newton 
County.

THIS, THE 2nd day of SEPTEMBER, 
2020.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior Court

PUBLIC NOTICE #117277
9/13,20,27,10/4

Foreclosures
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

UNDER POWER
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Brad T. Williams and  Sedera 
E. Williams to Main Street Bank D/B/A 
Main Street Mortgage, dated May 9, 
2002, and recorded in Deed Book 
1219, Page 512, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, as last transferred to 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee of the PRP II PALS 
Investments Trust by assignment to 
be recorded in the Office of the Clerk 
of Superior Court of Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the after-
described property to secure a Note 
in the original principal amount of 
one hundred eighteen thousand nine 
hundred and 00/100 ($118,900.00), 
with interest thereon as set forth 
therein, there will be sold at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash 
before the courthouse door of Newton 
County, Georgia, within the legal 
hours of sale on October 6, 2020, the 
following described property: 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN 
LAND LOT 35 OF THE 10TH LAND 
DISTRICT OF NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA BEING LOT 4 OF MOTE 

CROSSING SUBDIVISION, AS PER 
PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
35, PAGES 256-257, RECORDS OF 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
WHICH PLAT IS BY REFERENCE 
INCORPORATED HEREIN AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF. 
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as and when due and in 
the manner provided in the Note and 
Security Deed.  The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made for the 
purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
YOUR MORTGAGE servicer can be 
contacted at 800-603-0836 - Loss 
Mitigation Dept., or by writing to SN 
Servicing Corporation (Servicer), 323 
Fifth Street, Eureka, CA 95501, to 
discuss possible alternatives to avoid 
foreclosure.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and payable), any 
matters which might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed 
first set out above.
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Brad 
T. Williams and Sedera E. Williams 
or tenant(s); and said property is 
more commonly known as 45 Mote 
Crossing, Covington, GA 30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the security deed.
U.S. BANK Trust National Association, 
as Trustee of the PRP II PALS 
Investments Trust as Attorney in Fact 
for Brad T. Williams and Sedera E. 
Williams.
BOWEN QUINN, P.A.
25400 US Hwy 19 N, Suite 150
CLEARWATER, FL 33763
PHONE: (727) 474-9603
ESERVICE@BOWENQUINN.COM
BY:	  /S/ Erin M. Rose Quinn	
ERIN M. Rose Quinn, Esq.
GEORGIA BAR Number 547833

PUBLIC NOTICE #117223
8/30,9/6,13,20

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 
UNDER POWER

NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Carol P. Prendergast  to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., As Grantee, As 
Nominee For Market Street Mortgage 
Corporation, dated September 29, 
2006, and recorded in Deed Book 
2299, Page 141, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, as last transferred 
to WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS CERTIFICATE TRUSTEE OF 
BOSCO CREDIT VI TRUST SERIES 
2012-1 by assignment recorded on 
July 30, 2020 in Book 4044 Page 
251 in the Office of the Clerk of 
Superior Court of Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the after-
described property to secure a Note 
in the original principal amount of 
Twenty-Five Thousand Nine Hundred 
Ninety-Nine and 0/100 dollars 
($25,999.00), with interest thereon as 
set forth therein, there will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash before the courthouse door of 
Newton County, Georgia, within the 
legal hours of sale on October 6, 2020, 
the following described property: 
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land lying 
and being in Land Lot 185 of the 10th 
District, Newton County, Georgia, 
being Lot 140, Phase II of Fairview 
Estates Subdivision, as per plat thereof 
recorded in Plat Book 40, page 26-35, 
Newton County, Georgia Records, 
which recorded plat is incorporated 
herein by reference and made a part 
of this description. 
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as and when due and in 
the manner provided in the Note and 
Security Deed.  The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made for the 
purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided in 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
THE ENTITY having full authority to 
negotiate, amend or modify all terms 
of the loan (although not required 
by law to do so) is: Franklin Credit 
Management Corporation they can be 
contacted at 800-650-7162  for Loss 
Mitigation Dept, or by writing to 101 
Hudson Street, 24th Floor, Jersey City, 
New Jersey 07302, to discuss possible 
alternatives to avoid foreclosure.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and payable), any 
matters which might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed 
first set out above.
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Carol 
P. Prendergast, Alicia Gooden and 
Marques Prendergast or tenant(s); 
and said property is more commonly 
known as 150 CHANDLER FIELDS 
DR, Covington, GA 30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
to (1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code (2) final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the holder 
of the security deed and (3) any 
right of redemption or other lien not 
extinguished by foreclosure.
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS CERTIFICATE TRUSTEE OF 
BOSCO CREDIT VI TRUST SERIES 
2012-1 as Attorney in Fact for Carol P. 
Prendergast.
BROCK & Scott, PLLC
4360 CHAMBLEE Dunwoody Road
SUITE 310
ATLANTA, GA 30341
404-789-2661
B&S FILE no.: 20-05028

PUBLIC NOTICE #117155
9/13,20,27,10/4



Saturday-Sunday, September 26-27, 2020 | A7The Covington News Legals

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
COUNTY OF NEWTON
STATE OF GEORGIA

	 UNDER AND by virtue 
of the power of sale contained in 
that certain Security Deed dated 
September 18, 2018 from  IDO 
Home Solutions, LLC ( “Debtor” or 
“Grantor”) granting Dominion Financial 
Services LLC (“Original Lender”) a 
security interest in that certain real 
property known as 50 Chandler Trace, 
60 Chandler Trace, 70 Chandler Trace, 
80 Chandler Trace, 120 Chandler 
Trace, 130 Chandler Trace, 140 
Chandler Trace, 150 Chandler Trace, 
160 Chandler Trace, 170 Chandler 
Trace, Covington, GA 30016, as more 
particularly described therein (the 
“Properties”) recorded on September 
27, 2018, in Deed Book 3754, Page 
136-150 in the Newton County, 
Georgia Records (the “Security 
Deed”)as subsequently assigned from 
Dominion Financial Services, LLC to 
Dominion Financial Services 4, LLC 
(“Lender”) recorded on September 27, 
2018, at Deed Book 3754, Page 151-
152, Newton County, Georgia Records 
(“Assignment of Deed”) which secures 
that certain promissory note dated 
September 18, 2018 from Grantor 
to Original Lender, as subsequently 
assigned to Lender, in the original 
principal amount of $756,000.00, with 
interest from the date thereof at the 
rate specified therein, as previously 
or subsequently amended, modified 
or replaced (“Note”), there will be sold 
at public outcry by Lender as attorney-
in-fact of Grantor to the highest bidder 
for cash between the legal hours for 
sale before the Courthouse door in 
Newton County, Georgia, on October 
6, 2020 the following described land, 
improvements and appurtenances 
(hereinafter collectively referred to as 
the “Premises”) to wit:
ALL THOSE TRACTS OR PARCELS 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 185 OF THE 10TH DISTRICT, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING LOTS 223, 234, 235, 236, 
237, 238, 276, 277, 278, AND 279, 
FAIRVIEW ESTATES SUBDIVISION, 
PHASE III, ACCORDING TO PLAT 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 42, 
PAGES 31-41, NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA RECORDS, WHICH 
PLAT IS HEREBY REFERRED 
TO AND MADE A PART OF THIS 
DESCRIPTION

120 CHANDLER TRACE – 
LOT 238 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000222000
130 CHANDLER TRACE – 
LOT 237 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000223000
140 CHANDLER TRACE – 
LOT 236 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000224000
150 CHANDLER TRACE – 
LOT 235 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000225000
160 CHANDLER TRACE – 
LOT 234 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000226000
170 CHANDLER TRACE – 
LOT 233 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000227000
50 CHANDLER CIRCLE – 
LOT 279 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000181000
60 CHANDLER CIRCLE – 
LOT 278 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000182000
70 CHANDLER CIRCLE – 
LOT 277 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000183000
80 CHANDLER CIRCLE – 
LOT 276 – TAX PARCEL NO.: 
0012D00000185000

THE INDEBTEDNESS evidenced 
by the Note is due and payable and 
remains unpaid.  The Security Deed 
therefore has become and is now 
foreclosable according to its terms.  
Accordingly, the Premises will be 
sold at public outcry pursuant to the 
terms of the power of sale provided 
in the Security Deed. The Debtor has 
been notified of the same, pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2. 
THE PREMISES will be sold on 
an “as is, where is” basis without 
recourse against Linear or its 
auctioneer or other agents and without 
representation or warranty of any kind 
or nature whatsoever by Lender or its 
auctioneer or other agents with respect 
thereto.  All persons attending the sale 
will be given an opportunity to bid on 
a competitive basis.  Lender may offer 
the Property for sale, may adjourn and 
withdraw the sale and recommence 
the sale in its discretion.  Lender 
reserves the right, in its discretion, to 
reject any and all bids that do not meet 
its minimum reserve price.  
THE PROCEEDS of the sale are to 
be applied first to the expenses of the 
sale and all proceedings in connection 
therewith, including attorneys’ fees 
(notice of intention to collect attorneys’ 
fees having been given), then to the 
payment of all sums secured by the 
Security Deed, and the remainder, 
if any, will be paid to the person or 
persons legally entitled thereto, all 
as provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  
THE PREMISES shall be sold as 
the property of Grantor, subject to 
all restrictions, easements and other 
matters of record that are prior to 
the Security Deed and to which the 
Security Deed is subject and to any 
unpaid city, county and state ad 
valorem taxes or assessments relating 
to the Premises.
	 THE NAME, address and 
telephone number of the individual 
or entity who has full authority to 
negotiate, amend and modify all terms 
of the mortgage with the debtors is:
DOMINION FINANCIAL Services 4, 
LLC
C/O JOSEPH Linnenkamp	
			 
1029 N Calvert St.
BALTIMORE, MD 21202
(667)-600-4582

	 NOTHING HEREIN, 
however, shall obligate Lender to 
negotiate, amend or modify the terms 
of the mortgage or loan. 

TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge and belief, the owner of 
the Premises is the Grantor and the 
party or parties in possession of the 
Premises are the Grantor or tenants of 
the Grantor.
DOMINION FINANCIAL Services 4, 
LLC
AS ATTORNEY-IN-FACT for
IDO HOME Solutions, LLC
 BETH E. Rogers, Esq.
ROGERS LAW OFFICES
100 PEACHTREE St., Ste. 1950
ATLANTA, GA 30303
(770) 685-6320 phone
(678) 990-9959 fax

PUBLIC NOTICE #117267
9/6,13,20,27

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

	 BY VIRTUE of a Power 
of Sale contained in that certain 
Security Deed from TERRENCE D. 
BAILEY to HOMEBANC MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, dated December 
19, 2003, recorded March 10, 2004, 
in Deed Book 1631, Page 426 , 
Newton County, Georgia Records, 
said Security Deed having been given 
to secure a Note of even date in the 
original principal amount of Ninety-Six 
Thousand Three Hundred and 00/100 
dollars ($96,300.00), with interest 
thereon as provided for therein, said 
Security Deed having been last sold, 
assigned and transferred to Wilmington 
Trust, National Association, not in 
its individual capacity, but solely as 
trustee of MFRA Trust 2015-1, there 
will be sold at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash at the Newton 
County Courthouse, within the legal 
hours of sale on the first Tuesday in 
October, 2020, all property described 
in said Security Deed including but 
not limited to the following described 
property:
	 ALL THAT TRACT 
OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING 
AND BEING IN LAND LOT 322 OF 
THE 9TH DISTRICT OF NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, BEING LOT 24, 
RIVER MIST SUBDIVISION, AS PER 
PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
29, PAGE 186, NEWTON COUNTY 
RECORDS. REFERENCE TO SAID 
PLAT IS HEREBY MADE FOR A 
COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED. 
SAID PROPERTY IS IMPROVED 
PROPERTY KNOWN AS 90 RIVER 
MIST DRIVE, ACCORDING TO 
THE PRESENT SYSTEM OF 
NUMBERING PROPERTY IN 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
	 SAID LEGAL description 
being controlling, however the 
property is more commonly known 
as 90 RIVERMIST DR, COVINGTON, 
GA 30014.
	 THE INDEBTEDNESS 
secured by said Security Deed has 
been and is hereby declared due 
because of default under the terms of 
said Security Deed.  The indebtedness 
remaining in default, this sale will 
be made for the purpose of paying 
the same, all expenses of the sale, 
including attorneys’ fees (notice to 
collect same having been given) and 
all other payments provided for under 
the terms of the Security Deed.
	 SAID PROPERTY will be 
sold on an “as-is” basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse 
against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The sale will also be 
subject to the following items which 
may affect the title: any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, whether or not now due and 
payable); the right of redemption of any 
taxing authority; matters which would 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
or by an inspection of the property; 
all zoning ordinances; assessments; 
liens; encumbrances; restrictions; 
covenants, and any other matters of 
record superior to said Security Deed.
	 TO THE best of 
the knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the owner and party 
in possession of the property is 
TERRENCE D. BAILEY, or tenants(s).  
	 THE SALE will be 
conducted subject (1) to confirmation 
that the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final 
confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of the Security 
Deed. 
	  PLEASE NOTE that, 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2, 
you are not entitled by law to an 
amendment or modification of the 
terms of your loan.  The entity having 
full authority to negotiate, amend or 
modify all terms of the loan (although 
not required by law to do so) is: Planet 
Home Lending, LLC, Loss Mitigation 
Dept., 321 Research Parkway, Suite 
303, Meriden, CT 06450, Telephone 
Number: 855-884-2250.
WILMINGTON TRUST, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT 
SOLELY AS TRUSTEE OF MFRA 
TRUST 2015-1
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for
TERRENCE D. BAILEY
THE BELOW LAW FIRM MAY BE 
HELD TO BE ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR, UNDER FEDERAL 
LAW.  IF SO, ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
ATTORNEY CONTACT: Rubin Lublin, 
LLC, 3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 
100, Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (877) 813-
0992 Case No. PHL-20-02910-1
AD RUN Dates  09/06/2020, 
09/13/2020, 09/20/2020, 09/27/2020
R L S E L AW. C O M / P RO P E RT Y-
LISTING

PUBLIC NOTICE #117202
9/6,13,20,27

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

BY VIRTUE of a Power of Sale 
contained in that certain Deed to 
Secure Debt, Assignment of Rents 
and Security Agreement from DH Lot 
Investor Fund Number Three, LLC 
to Firstcity Bank dated September 
5, 2008, recorded September 17, 
2008 in Deed Book 2646, Page 388, 
Newton County, Georgia Records, 
and last assigned to NBC II, LLC in 
Deed Book 4044, Page 162, Newton 
County, Georgia Records. Said Deed 
to Secure Debt, Assignment of Rents 
and Security Agreement having been 
given to secure a Promissory Note 
of even date in the original principal 
amount of Seven Hundred Fifty 
Six Thousand and 00/100 dollars 
($756,000.00),  with interest thereon 
as provided for therein, there will be 
sold at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the Courthouse 
door of Newton County, Georgia, 
within the legal hours of sale on the 
first Tuesday in October, 2020, all 
property described in said Deed to 
Secure Debt, Assignment of Rents 
and Security Agreement including but 
not limited to the following described 
property: 
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land lying 
and being in Land Lots 100 and 125 
of the 10th District of Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lots 63, 75 and 76 
of HOLLY HILLS, PHASE I  F/K/A 
HEATON PLACE, as shown on 
Final Plat of HOLLY HILLS, PHASE 
I  F/K/A HEATON PLACE, recorded 
in Plat Book 43, Pages 131-135, 
Newton County, Georgia Records.  
The description of said property 
as contained on said plat is hereby 
incorporated herein and by reference 
made a part hereof.
SAID LEGAL description being 
controlling, however the property is 
more commonly known as 340 Mincy 
Way, Covington, GA 30016, 140 
Heaton Place Trail, Covington, GA 

30016 and 150 Heaton Place Trail, 
Covington, GA 30016
THE INDEBTEDNESS secured 
by said Deed to Secure Debt, 
Assignment of Rents and Security 
Agreement has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, failure 
to pay the indebtedness as and when 
due and in the manner provided under 
the terms of said Promissory Note and 
Deed to Secure Debt, Assignment of 
Rents and Security Agreement. The 
indebtedness remaining in default, this 
sale will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of 
this sale, as provided in Promissory 
Note, Deed to Secure Debt, 
Assignment of Rents and Security 
Agreement and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given) and all other payments provided 
for under the terms of the Promissory 
Note and Deed to Secure Debt, 
Assignment of Rents and Security 
Agreement.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold on an 
as-is basis without any representation, 
warranty or recourse against the 
above-named or the undersigned. 
The sale will also be subject to the 
following items which may affect the 
title: (a) any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which are a 
lien, whether or not now due and 
payable), (b) unpaid water or sewage 
bills that constitute a lien against the 
property whether due and payable or 
not yet due and payable and which 
may not be of record, (c) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority, 
(d) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and 
inspection of the property, and (e) 
any assessments, liens, rights of way, 
easements, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, 
and matters of record superior to the 
Deed to Secure Debt, Assignment of 
Rents and Security Agreement.
TO THE best of the knowledge and 
belief of the undersigned, the owner 
and party (or parties) in possession 
of the property is/are:  DH LOT 
INVESTOR FUND NUMBER THREE
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
to (1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code (2) final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan with the holder of 
the Deed to Secure Debt, Assignment 
of Rents and Security Agreement and 
(3) any right of redemption or other lien 
not extinguished by foreclosure. 
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. 44-14-
162.2, the name, address and 
telephone number of the individual or 
entity who shall have the full authority 
to negotiate, amend, or modify all 
terms of the above described loan is 
as follows: NBC II, LLC by and through 
its attorney Smith Welch Webb & 
White, LLC, 2200 Keys Ferry Court, 
McDonough, Georgia 30253, 770-
957-3937.  Please note that, pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. 44-14-162.2, the secured 
creditor is not required to negotiate, 
amend or modify the terms of the loan.
NBC II, LLC, as Attorney in Fact for 
DH LOT INVESTOR FUND NUMBER 
THREE
THE BELOW LAW FIRM MAY BE 
HELD TO BE ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR, UNDER FEDERAL 
LAW. IF SO, ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.  
SMITH WELCH Webb & White, LLC
2200 KEYS Ferry Court
PO BOX 10
MCDONOUGH, GEORGIA 30253
TELEPHONE:  770-957-3937 
FILE NO. 702020.0408

PUBLIC NOTICE #117234
9/6,13,20,27

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Diane M Harris to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as grantee, as nominee for Home 
America Mortgage, Inc., its successors 
and assigns, dated October 25, 2004, 
recorded in Deed Book 1784, Page 13, 
Newton County, Georgia Records, as 
last transferred to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, as indenture 
trustee, for the NRPL Trust 2019-
2 Mortgage-Backed Notes, Series 
2019-2 by assignment recorded in 
Deed Book 4047, Page 53, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, conveying 
the after-described property to secure 
a Note in the original principal amount 
of ONE HUNDRED FORTY-ONE 
THOUSAND AND 0/100 DOLLARS 
($141,000.00), with interest thereon 
as set forth therein, there will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse door 
of Newton County, Georgia, or at such 
place as may be lawfully designated 
as an alternative, within the legal 
hours of sale on the first Tuesday in 
October, 2020, the following described 
property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as and when due and in 
the manner provided in the Note and 
Security Deed.  The debt remaining 
in default, this sale will be made for 
the purpose of paying the same and 
all expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of 
intent to collect attorney’s fees having 
been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and payable), any 
matters which might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed 
first set out above.
WILMINGTON SAVINGS Fund 
Society, FSB, as indenture trustee, 
for the NRPL Trust 2019-2 Mortgage-
Backed Notes, Series 2019-2 is the 
holder of the Security Deed to the 
property in accordance with OCGA § 
44-14-162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify all 
terms of the mortgage with the debtor 
is: Fay Servicing, LLC, 425 S. Financial 
Place, Suite 2000, Chicago, IL  60605, 
800-495-7166.  
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Diane 
M Harris and Estate of Diane M 
Hart or a tenant or tenants and said 
property is more commonly known as 
25 Crooked Creek Way, Covington, 

Georgia  30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the security deed.
WILMINGTON SAVINGS Fund 
Society, FSB, as indenture trustee, 
for the NRPL Trust 2019-2 Mortgage-
Backed Notes, Series 2019-2
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
DIANE M Harris
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land lying 
and being in Land Lot 41, 10th District, 
Newton County, Georgia, and being 
shown as Lot 12, Unit Two, Crooked 
Creek Subdivision, on a plat of survey 
of same recorded in Plat Book 37, 
Page 141, public records of Newton 
County, Georgia, which plat is by 
reference thereto Incorporated herein 
and made a part hereof for a more 
particular and complete description.
MR/LWA     10/6/20
OUR FILE no. 5698519 - FT18

PUBLIC NOTICE #117198
9/6,13,20,27,10/4

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Martin R. Boyd and Kristen 
A. Boyd to Newton Federal Bank, 
dated August 6, 2004, recorded in 
Deed Book 1730, Page 354, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, as last 
transferred to McCormick 106, LLC by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 
3800, Page 597, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the after-
described property to secure a Note in 
the original principal amount of ONE 
HUNDRED FORTY THOUSAND AND 
0/100 DOLLARS ($140,000.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash before the 
courthouse door of Newton County, 
Georgia, or at such place as may be 
lawfully designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on the 
first Tuesday in October, 2020, the 
following described property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as and when due and in 
the manner provided in the Note and 
Security Deed.  The debt remaining 
in default, this sale will be made for 
the purpose of paying the same and 
all expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of 
intent to collect attorney’s fees having 
been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and payable), any 
matters which might be disclosed by 
an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed 
first set out above.
MCCORMICK 106, LLC is the holder 
of the Security Deed to the property 
in accordance with OCGA § 44-14-
162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority to 
negotiate, amend, and modify all terms 
of the mortgage with the debtor is: BSI 
Financial Services, 11350 McCormick 
Road, EP II, Ste 903, Hunt Valley, MD  
21031, 866-581-4495.  
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Martin 
R. Boyd and Kristen A. Boyd or a 
tenant or tenants and said property is 
more commonly known as 50 McCart 
Circle, Covington, Georgia  30014.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the security deed.
MCCORMICK 106, LLC
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
MARTIN R. Boyd and Kristen A. Boyd
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land lying 
and being in Land Lot 154 of the 9th 
District, Newton County, Georgia, and 
being shown as Tract I, containing 
2.10 acres, on Survey for Randy Aiken 
prepared by Louie D. Patrick, Georgia 
R.L.S. #1757, dated July 2, 2004, 
and recorded in Plat Book 41, Page 
221, Clerk ‘s Office, Newton Superior 
Court, which plat is incorporated 
herein and made a part hereof by 
reference thereto for a more complete 
description.
MR/CA     10/6/20
OUR FILE no. 5657319 - FT17

PUBLIC NOTICE #117230
9/6,13,20,27,10/4

STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
Newton

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

PURSUANT TO the power of sale 
contained in the Security Deed 
executed by JANE S. WHITE 
to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. 
AS NOMINEE FOR HOME STAR 
MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC, its 
successors and assigns, in the original 
principal amount of $72,826.00 dated 
February 27, 2003 and recorded in 
Deed Book 1387, Page 596, Newton 
County records, said Security 
Deed being last transferred to 
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE SERVICING in Deed 
Book 3966, Page 71, Newton County 
records, the undersigned will sell at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash, before the Courthouse door in 
said County, or at such other place 
as lawfully designated, within the legal 
hours of sale, on October 06, 2020, 
the property in said Security Deed and 
described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN THE 
CITY OF COVINGTON, NEWTON 
COUNTY, STATE OF GEORGIA, 
AND BEING LOT NO. 96, AS 
SHOWN ON A PLAT OF SURVEY 
MADE BY PICKELL AND PICKELL, 
REGISTERED ENGINEERS, ON 

APRIL 27, 1956, AS RECORDED IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF 
THE SUPERIOR COURT, NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, IN PLAT BOOK 
NO. 1, PAGE 192. THIS IS THE 
SAME PROPERTY AS CONVEYED 
TO THOMAS BRODERICK 
BY COVINGTON MILLS, 
INCORPORATED BY DEED DATED 
AUGUST 23, 1956, AND RECORDED 
IN DEED BOOK 47, PAGE 155, 
NEWTON COUNTY RECORDS, 
AND THIS CONVEYANCE IS MADE 
SUBJECT TO THE RESTRICTIONS 
AND RESERVATIONS SET 
FORTH IN SAID DEED, TO WHICH 
REFERENCE IS HEREBY MADE.
SAID PROPERTY being known 
as: 6109 SORRELL STREET NE, 
COVINGTON, GA 30014
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the party or parties in 
possession of said property is/are 
JANE S. WHITE or tenant(s).
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due and payable because of, among 
other possible events of default, failure 
to pay the indebtedness as provided 
for in the Note and said Security Deed. 
The debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of paying 
the same and all expenses of sale, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of 
intent to collect attorney’s fees having 
been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to the following: (1) any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, whether or not yet due and 
payable); (2) the right of redemption of 
any taxing authority; (3) any matters 
which might be disclosed by an 
accurate survey and inspection of the 
property; and (4) any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, 
and matters of record superior to the 
Security Deed first set out above.
SAID SALE will be conducted subject 
to the following: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status of 
the loan with the holder of the Security 
Deed.
THE NAME, address, and telephone 
number of the individual or entity who 
has full authority to negotiate, amend, 
and modify all terms of the mortgage 
is as follows:
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
Servicing 75 Beattie Place, Suite 300 
, Greenville , SC, 29601
866-825-2174
NOTE THAT pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-14-162.2, the above individual 
or entity is not required by law to 
negotiate, amend, or modify the terms 
of the mortgage.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
NEW REZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE SERVICING, as 
Attorney-in-Fact for JANE S. WHITE
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, Schneid 
& Crane LLC 10700 Abbott’s Bridge 
Road Suite 170 Duluth, GA 30097 
Phone: 470.321.7112
FIRM FILE No. 20-013755 - AmE

PUBLIC NOTICE #117226
9/6,13,20,27,10/4

Juvenile Court
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
B.B.J.	 SEX:  Male	D O B :  
03/23/2020	CASE #107-20J-0356
A CHILD Under 18 Years of Age

SUMMONS

TO:	 MALORIE CAROL 
JOHNSON, mother; JOHN DOE, and 
any unknown, unnamed biological 
father or other persons claiming to 
have a parental interest in the minor 
child named above born to Malorie 
Carol Johnson on the date above-
listed.

	 A PETITION to Terminate 
Parental Rights has been filed in this 
Court on September 18, 2020, by 
the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, by and through the Newton 
County Department of Family and 
Children Services, concerning the 
above child.  In accordance with 
O.C.G.A. §15-11-281, you are hereby 
notified that this proceeding and the 
hearing(s) specified herein is/are 
for the purpose of terminating your 
parental rights and to place permanent 
custody of said child with the Georgia 
Department of Human Services, 
by and through the Newton County 
Department of Family and Children 
Services, pending adoption.  The 
Court shall mail a copy of said Petition 
to the last known address of the 
above-named parent(s) within fifteen 
(15) days of filing the Order of Service 
by Publication.  This is a summons 
requiring you to be in Court.  If you 
fail to come to court as required, you 
may be held in contempt of court and 
punished accordingly.

	 NOW, THEREFORE, 
you, the party(ies) named above, are 
commanded to be and appear on 
the date and time stated below, and 
to remain in attendance from hour 
to hour, day to day, month to month, 
year to year, and time to time, as said 
case may be continued, and until 
discharged from the Court, and you 
are commanded to lay any and all 
business aside and to be and appear 
in said Court at the time and place 
below stated, each of you then and 
there to make defense thereto and to 
show cause why the said child and all 
parties named herein should not be 
dealt with according to the provisions 
of the law.

NOTICE OF EFFECT OF 
TERMINATION JUDGMENT

GEORGIA LAW provides that you 
can permanently lose your rights 
as a parent.  A Petition to Terminate 
Parental Rights has been filed 
requesting the Court to terminate your 
parental rights to your child.  A copy 
of said Petition to Terminate Parental 
Rights can be obtained from the 
Clerk of the Newton County Juvenile 
Court.   A Court hearing of your case 
has been scheduled for the 17th day 
of December, 2020, at 1:00 p.m., at 
the Newton County Juvenile Court, 
Newton County Judicial Center, 1132 
Usher Street, NW, Covington, Georgia  
30014.

IF YOU fail to appear, the Court can 
terminate your rights in your absence.
  
IF THE Court at the trial finds that 
the facts set out in the Petition to 
Terminate Parental Rights are true 
and that termination of your rights will 

serve the best interests of your child, 
the Court can enter a judgment ending 
your rights to your child.  

IF THE judgment terminates your 
parental rights, you will no longer have 
any rights to your child.  This means 
that you will not have the right to 
visit, contact, or have custody of your 
child or make any decisions affecting 
your child or your child’s earnings or 
property.  Your child will be legally freed 
to be adopted by someone else.

EVEN IF your parental rights are 
terminated:

(1)	 YOU will still be 
responsible for providing financial 
support (child support 	 payments) for 
your child’s care unless and until your 
child is adopted; and

(2)  	 YOUR child can still 
inherit from you unless and until your 
child is adopted.

	 PURSUANT TO statute, 
you are put on notice that as a 
biological father you may lose all rights 
to your child named above and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to such child unless, 
within 30 days of receipt of notice, you 
file:

(1)	 A petition to legitimate 
such child; and

(2)	 NOTICE of the filing of 
the petition to legitimate with the Court 
in which the 	 termination of 
parental rights proceedings is pending.

THIS IS a very serious matter.  A 
party is entitled to an attorney in the 
proceedings.  You should contact an 
attorney immediately so that you can 
be prepared for the court hearing.  You 
have the right to hire an attorney and 
to have him or her represent you. If 
you cannot afford to hire an attorney, 
the Court will appoint an attorney if the 
Court finds that you are an indigent 
person.  Whether or not you decide 
to hire an attorney, you have the right 
to attend the hearing of your case, to 
call witnesses on your behalf, and to 
question those witnesses brought 
against you. 
 
IF YOU have any questions concerning 
this notice, you may call the telephone 
number of the clerk’s office which is 
770-784-2060.

	 THIS IS a summons 
requiring you to be in Court.  If you 
fail to come to court as required, you 
may be held in contempt of court and 
punished accordingly.

	 WITNESS THE 
Honorable Jenny S. Carter, Judge of 
said Court, this 18th day of September, 
2020.

/S/ JANELL Gaines
CLERK, JUVENILE Court of Newton 
County, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #117323
9/27,10/4,11,18

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
J.S.	 SEX:  MALE	
DOB:  10/28/19	 Case #107-
20J-0203
A CHILD Under 18 Years of Age

SUMMONS AND PROCESS

TO:	 MADISON TYLER, 
Mother, JOHN DOE, Putative Father, 
and any unknown, unnamed biological 
father, or other persons claiming to 
have a parental interest in the minor 
child named above born to Madison 
Tyler on the date listed above.

YOU ARE hereby notified that a 
Petition (Dependency) was filed in 
the Juvenile Court of Newton County 
on April 21, 2020, requesting that the 
minor child be placed in the care, 
custody and control of the Georgia 
Department of Human Services, 
acting by and through the Newton 
County Department of Family and 
Children Services.  
YOU ARE hereby commanded, 
personally or by attorney, to be 
and appear at the Newton County 
Juvenile Court, 1132 Usher Street, 
NW, Covington, Georgia 30014, for a 
hearing to be held on the 8th day of 
October, 2020, at 3:00 p.m., then and 
there to answer why the prayers for 
relief as set forth in the Department’s 
Petition should not be granted.
A COPY of said Petition (Dependency) 
can be obtained from the Clerk of the 
Newton County Juvenile Court, at the 
aforementioned address.

READ CAREFULLY

	 THIS IS a very serious 
matter.  This Summons requires you to 
be present at a formal hearing in the 
Juvenile Court.
	 THE CHILD or children 
and other parties involved may be 
represented by a lawyer at all stages 
of these proceedings.
IF YOU want a lawyer, you may 
choose to hire your own lawyer.  If you 
want to hire a lawyer, please contact 
your lawyer immediately.
IF YOU want a lawyer but are not able 
to hire a lawyer without undue financial 
hardship, you may ask for a lawyer to 
be appointed to represent you.  The 
Court would inquire into your financial 
circumstances and if the Court finds 
you to be financially unable to hire a 
lawyer, then a lawyer will be appointed 
to represent you.  Please contact 
immediately the Newton County 
Juvenile Court at 770-784-2060 if 
you wish to request a lawyer to be 
appointed to represent you. DO NOT 
WAIT UNTIL THE DAY OF COURT 
TO REQUEST AN ATTORNEY.
	 WHETHER OR not you 
decide to hire an attorney, you have 
the right to attend the hearing of your 
case, to call witnesses on your behalf, 
and to question those witnesses 
brought against you.
WITNESS THE Hon. Jenny S. Carter, 
Judge of said Court, this 14th day of 
August, 2020.

/S/JANELL GAINES
DEPUTY CLERK,
NEWTON COUNTY Juvenile Court

PUBLIC NOTICE #117165
8/23,30,9/6,13

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
J.T.	 SEX:  Male	D O B :  
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08/23/17	 CASE #107-20J-0350
CHILD(REN) UNDER 18 Years of Age

SUMMONS

TO:	 JANET THOMPSON, 
mother; COREY COLLISION, putative 
father; ANTOINE HOWARD, putative 
father; GEWAY SALEEN, putative 
father; JOHN DOE, and any unknown, 
unnamed biological father or other 
persons claiming to have a parental 
interest in the minor child named 
above born to Janet Thompson on the 
date above-listed.

	 A PETITION to Terminate 
Parental Rights has been filed in this 
Court on September 15,  2020, by 
the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, by and through the Newton 
County Department of Family and 
Children Services, concerning the 
above child(ren).  In accordance with 
O.C.G.A. §15-11-281, you are hereby 
notified that this proceeding and the 
hearing(s) specified herein is/are 
for the purpose of terminating your 
parental rights and to place permanent 
custody of said child(ren) with the 
Georgia Department of Human 
Services, by and through the Newton 
County Department of Family and 
Children Services, pending adoption.  
The Court shall mail a copy of said 
Petition to the last known address of 
the above-named parent(s) within 
fifteen (15) days of filing the Order 
of Service by Publication.  This is a 
summons requiring you to be in Court.  
If you fail to come to court as required, 
you may be held in contempt of court 
and punished accordingly.

	 NOW, THEREFORE, 
you, the party(ies) named above, are 
commanded to be and appear on 
the date and time stated below, and 
to remain in attendance from hour 
to hour, day to day, month to month, 
year to year, and time to time, as said 
case may be continued, and until 
discharged from the Court, and you 
are commanded to lay any and all 
business aside and to be and appear 
in said Court at the time and place 
below stated, each of you then and 
there to make defense thereto and to 
show cause why the said child(ren) 
and all parties named herein should 
not be dealt with according to the 
provisions of the law.

NOTICE OF EFFECT OF 
TERMINATION JUDGMENT

GEORGIA LAW provides that you 
can permanently lose your rights 
as a parent.  A Petition to Terminate 
Parental Rights has been filed 
requesting the Court to terminate 
your parental rights to your child(ren).  
A copy of said Petition to Terminate 
Parental Rights can be obtained 
from the Clerk of the Newton County 
Juvenile Court.   A Court hearing of 
your case has been scheduled for the 
8th day of December, 2020, at 9:00 
a.m., at the Newton County Juvenile 
Court, Newton County Judicial Center, 
1132 Usher Street, NW, Covington, 
Georgia  30014.

IF YOU fail to appear, the Court can 
terminate your rights in your absence.
  
IF THE Court at the trial finds that the 
facts set out in the Petition to Terminate 
Parental Rights are true and that 
termination of your rights will serve 
the best interests of your child(ren), 
the Court can enter a judgment ending 
your rights to your child(ren).  

IF THE judgment terminates your 
parental rights, you will no longer 
have any rights to your child(ren).  This 
means that you will not have the right 
to visit, contact, or have custody of 
your child(ren) or make any decisions 
affecting your child(ren) or your 
child(ren)’s earnings or property.  Your 
child(ren) will be legally freed to be 
adopted by someone else.

EVEN IF your parental rights are 
terminated:

(1)	 YOU will still be 
responsible for providing financial 
support (child support 	 payments) for 
your child(ren)’s care unless and until 
your child(ren) is/are 	 adopted; and
(2)  	 YOUR child(ren) can still 
inherit from you unless and until your 
child(ren) is/are 			 
adopted.

	 PURSUANT TO statute, 
you are put on notice that as a 
biological father you may lose all 
rights to your child(ren) named above 
and will not be entitled to object to 
the termination of your rights to such 
child(ren) unless, within 30 days of 
receipt of notice, you file:

(1)	 A petition to legitimate 
such child(ren); and
(2)	 NOTICE of the filing of 
the petition to legitimate with the Court 
in which the 	 termination of 
parental rights proceedings is pending.

THIS IS a very serious matter.  A 
party is entitled to an attorney in the 
proceedings.  You should contact an 
attorney immediately so that you can 
be prepared for the court hearing.  You 
have the right to hire an attorney and 
to have him or her represent you. If 
you cannot afford to hire an attorney, 
the Court will appoint an attorney if the 
Court finds that you are an indigent 
person.  Whether or not you decide 
to hire an attorney, you have the right 

to attend the hearing of your case, to 
call witnesses on your behalf, and to 
question those witnesses brought 
against you. 
 
IF YOU have any questions concerning 
this notice, you may call the telephone 
number of the clerk’s office which is 
770-784-2060.

	 THIS IS a summons 
requiring you to be in Court.  If you 
fail to come to court as required, you 
may be held in contempt of court and 
punished accordingly.

	 WITNESS THE 
Honorable Jenny S. Carter, Judge of 
said Court, this 15th day of September, 
2020.

JANELL GAINES		
				  
(Deputy) Clerk
JUVENILE COURT of Newton 
County, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #117305
9/20,27,10/4,11

Name Changes
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of Child(ren):  
COREY J’SHON HILL

CALISHA LASHONE JESSIE
PETITIONER,
VS.
CORTEISE ORMOND WILLIAMS
RESPONDENT.
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 2020-CV-
1744-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN) 

CALISHA LASHONE JESSIE filed a 
petition in the Newton County Superior 
Court on JULY 24, 2020, to change 
the name(s) of the following minor 
child(ren)
FROM: COREY J’SHON HILL to 
COREY J’SHON JESSIE.
ANY INTERESTED party has the 
right to appear in this case and file 
objections within the time prescribed 
in O.C.G.A. §§ 19-12-1(f)(2) and (3).

PUBLIC NOTICE #117276
9/13,20,27,10/4

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of Child(ren):  
LEGEND DEMAR HUTCHINS

TIARA LYN
PETITIONER,
VS.
MAURICE VALENTINE
RESPONDENT.
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 2020-CV-
1619-5

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME(S) OF CHILD(REN) 

TIARA LYN filed a petition in the 
Newton County Superior Court 
on AUGUST 20, 2020, to change 
the name(s) of the following minor 
child(ren)
FROM: LEGEND DEMAR 
HUTCHINS to LEGEND DAURELL 
VALENTINE.
ANY INTERESTED party has the 
right to appear in this case and file 
objections within the time prescribed 
in O.C.G.A. §§ 19-12-1(f)(2) and (3).

PUBLIC NOTICE #117227
9/6,13,20,27

Public Notice

GEORGIA PIEDMONT Technical 
College (GPTC) is accredited 

by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools Commission 

on Colleges (SACSCOC) and is 
a unit of the Technical College 

System of Georgia. The College 
serves 

DEKALB, NEWTON and Rockdale 
counties.

STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE 
 GEORGIA PIEDMONT Technical 

College is an equal opportunity 
employer and offers the following 
career and technical education 

programs for all regardless of race, 
color, religion, sex, marital status, age, 

disability, or national origin.  

GPTC OFFERS the following career 
and technical education programs:  

ACCOUNTING, AIR Conditioning 
Technology, Automotive Technology, 

Basic Law Enforcement, Building 
Automation Systems, Business 

Administrative Technology, 
Business Management, Clinical 

Laboratory Technology, Commercial 
Refrigeration, Commercial Truck 
Driving, Computer Graphics and 
Design, Computer Information 

Systems, Computer Networking 
Specialist, Computer Programming, 

Cosmetology, Criminal Justice 
Technology, Drafting Technology, 

Early Childhood Care and Education, 
Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Technology, Electronics Technology, 
Emergency Medical Services, Film 

and Media, Fire Science Technology, 

Health Information Management, 
Human Resource Management, 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES, 
Marketing Management, Medical 

Assisting, Motorcycle Service 
Technology, Nurse Aide, Opticianry, 

Paralegal Studies, Phlebotomy, 
Practical Nursing, Recording Arts 
Technology, Transit Training, and 
Welding and Joining Technology. 

THE COLLEGE also offers Learning 
Support and Adult Education/GED® 

test preparation classes.
 

PERSONS SEEKING further 
information concerning the career 
and technical education offerings 
and specific pre-requisite criteria 
for admission to these programs 

should contact:
GPTC STUDENT Affairs/

Admissions Office at 404.297.9522 or 
admissions@gptc.edu

 
GEORGIA PIEDMONT Technical 
College offers additional services 
to students with limited English 

language skills or with disabilities 
so that they may benefit from these 
programs. For additional information 
regarding these services, your rights, 

grievance procedures, or the 
COLLEGE’S NON-

DISCRIMINATION policies, please 
contact:

CANDICE BUCKLEY, ADA 
Coordinator, 404/297-9522, ext. 1111, 
ADA504Coordinator@gptc.edu, 495 

N. Indian Creek Drive, Clarkston, 
GA 30021, Room A-103B; or Sadie 

Washington, 
TITLE IX Coordinator, at 404/297-

9522, ext. 1210, TitleIXCoordinator@
gptc.edu, 495 N. Indian Creek Drive, 

Clarkston, GA 30021, Room A-157 for 
assistance.

 
PUBLIC NOTICE #117318
9/27

CITY OF COVINGTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
general public that a hearing on certain 
TEXT AMENDMENTS to the City of 
Covington’s Zoning Ordinance (Title 
16, Covington Code of Ordinances) 
will be conducted by the City of 
Covington Planning Commission on 
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at 6:00 
p.m.  The text of the following code 
sections are being considered for 
adoption, deletion or amendment:  
16.08.010 (Definitions), 16.030 (Space 
Dimensions), 16.20.205 (Dwelling, 
Multifamily), 16.20.255 (Dwelling, 
Townhouse) and 16.28.205 (Building 
Typology).
DUE TO circumstances necessitated 
by emergency conditions involving 
public safety and preservation of public 
services, public access to this meeting 
is limited to teleconference and video 
access.  THE PUBLIC MAY ACCESS 
THIS MEETING BY CALLING 1-929-
436-2866, using the following meeting 
ID number: 336-686-1958.  To view 
online use the following link: https://
zoom.us/j/3366861958 with the 
meeting ID: 336 686 1958.  
ALL INTERESTED parties are invited 
to attend.  For more information contact 
Tres Thomas, City of Covington, 
at 770-385-6831 or tthomas@
cityofcovington.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE #117324
9/27

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT of 
Transportation

REQUESTS FEEDBACK & 
Comments

FOR P.I. No. 0015095
NEWTON COUNTY

	 THE GEORGIA 
Department of Transportation (DOT) 
wanted to make you aware that the 
federal environmental document 
associated with this project (the 
Environmental Assessment) has been 
reviewed by the Federal Highway 
Administration and is available for 
public review and comment. This 
project would involve the realignment 
of the intersection of Access Road 
with Crowell Road.  The document, 
as well as displays and additional 
project information, will be presented 
in the parking lot of Potters House 
Church (1120 Crowell Road North, 
Covington, GA 30014) on October 
15, 2020 between 4 and 7 pm. The 
project will be presented via FM-
transmitter while you participate from 
your car. Any individuals walking into 
the venue will be directed to a tented 
area containing spaced seating per 
the current guidelines.  Presentations 
and Question & Answer Sessions will 
be held in one-hour periods from 4-5 
pm, 5-6 pm, and 6-7 pm.

	 THE PURPOSE of this 
Location and Public Hearing Open 
House is to provide the public with 
an opportunity to view the project, 
ask questions, and comment on the 
project. Relocation assistance will be 
discussed at the Open House.

	 IN ADDITION, in keeping 
with Governor Brian Kemp’s directive 
to keep state government agencies 
functioning as Georgia combats the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Georgia DOT 
is also providing the information to 
be presented at the public hearing 
into a web-based platform so that 
there will be no need for direct face-
to-face contact.  We appreciate your 
participation in this process.

	 GEORGIA DOT has 

posted information related to the 
proposed Access Road at Interstate 20 
west of Crowell Road to east of Harold 
Dobbs Road at http://www.dot.ga.gov/
AboutGDOT/ PublicOutreach.

AMERICANS WITH Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Information:
TO REQUEST materials in accessible 
formats for people with disabilities 
contact the district planning and 
programing engineer Ellen Wright at 
(478) 533-3407.

COMMENTS WILL be accepted 
concerning this project until Thursday, 
October 29, 2020. Written statements 
may be submitted to:

MR. ERIC Duff
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
Administrator
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT of 
Transportation
600 WEST Peachtree Street, NW – 
16th Floor
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30308

PUBLIC NOTICE #117321
9/27

LINDA D. Hays, Clerk
NEWTON  COUNTY Clerk of 

Superior Court
1132 USHER Street,Room 338

COVINGTON, GA 30014
770-784-2035

FAX: 770-788-3717

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE. CURRENT October 2020- 
March 2021 Grand Jury of Newton 
County, not less than sixty (60) days 
after the second publication of this 
notice, shall appoint two (3) individuals 
who are otherwise qualified to serve 
as Member No.
3, ALTERNATE Member No. 2 and 
Alternate Member No. 3 	
of the Newton County Board of 
Equalization. These members shall 
be appointed to serve the Term from 
January 1,2020 to December 31, 
2022.

THIS 14TH day of September, 2020

LINDA D. Hays, Clerk 
SUPERIOR COURT of Newton 
County

PUBLIC NOTICE #117296
9/20,27

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
the 3rd day of November, 2020, an 
election will be held at the regular 
polling places in all the election 
districts of Newton County, Georgia 
(the “County”), at which time there will 
be submitted to the qualified voters 
of the County for their determination 
the question of whether a one percent 
transportation special purpose local 
option sales and use tax (the “Sales 
and Use Tax”) shall be imposed on 
all sales and uses in the special 
district created in the County for 
a period not to exceed five years 
commencing on April 1, 2021 for 
the raising of approximately fifty-six 
million, one-hundred thousand dollars 
($56,100,000.00) for the funding of 
transportation purposes.

IF IMPOSITION of the tax is approved 
by the voters, such vote shall 
also constitute an approval of the 
issuance of general obligation debt 
of the County secured first by the 
Sales and Use Tax in the aggregate 
principal amount of eighteen million, 
nine-hundred thousand dollars 
($18,900,000) (the “Debt”).  The 
proceeds of the Debt, if issued, shall 
be used to pay the costs of (i) all or a 
portion of the County’s and the City of 
Covington’s transportation purposes, 
(ii) capitalized interest on the Debt 
and (iii) the costs of issuing the Debt.

THE DEBT, if so authorized, may 
be issued by the County in whole 
or in part and in one or more series 
and shall bear interest at rates not 
exceeding 5% per annum from the 
first day of the month during which 
the Debt is to be issued or from such 
other date as may be designated by 
the County prior to the issuance of 
the Debt.  The actual rate or rates 
shall be determined in a supplemental 
resolution to be adopted by the 
County prior to the issuance of the 
Debt.  The amount of principal to be 
paid in each year during the life of 
such Debt shall be as follows:

YEAR				  
MAXIMUM Principal Payable in Such 
Year

2022				  
$3,295,000
2023				  
$3,620,000
2024				  
$3,800,000
2025				  
$3,990,000
2026				  
$4,195,000

ANY BROCHURES, listings, or 
other advertisements issued by 
the Board of Commissioners by 
any other person, firm, corporation 
or association with the knowledge 
and consent of the Board of 
Commissioners, shall be deemed 
to be a statement of intention of the 
Board of Commissioners concerning 
the use of the proceeds of the Debt, 
and such statement of intention 
shall be binding upon the Board of 
Commissioners in the expenditure of 

such Debt or interest received from 
such Debt to the extent provided in 
Section 36-82-1 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated.

THE PRINCIPAL and interest on the 
Debt are expected to be paid from 
proceeds of the Sales and Use Tax 
and shall be payable in lawful money 
of the United States of America.  

PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. 36 82 
100, the County notifies all interested 
parties that no independent 
performance audit or performance 
review (the “Audit”) will be conducted 
with respect to the Debt. However 
the County will continue to ensure 
that Debt proceeds are expended 
efficiently and economically, as 
intended by the Audit.

THE BALLOTS to be used at the 
Election shall have written or printed 
thereon substantially the following:

“( )	 Yes.	 ( )	
No.	
SHALL A special one percent sales 
and use tax be imposed in the special 
district consisting of Newton County 
for a period of time not to exceed five 
years and for the raising of not more 
than an estimated amount of fifty-six 
million, one-hundred thousand dollars 
($56,100,000.00) for transportation 
purposes?  If imposition of the tax 
is approved by the voters, such vote 
shall also constitute approval of 
the issuance of general obligation 
debt of Newton County in the 
principal amount of eighteen million, 
nine-hundred thousand dollars 
($18,900,000) for the above purpose.”

THE SEVERAL places for holding 
said election shall be at the regular 
and established voting precincts of 
the election districts of the County, 
and the polls will be open from 7:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on the date fixed for 
the election.

THIS NOTICE is given pursuant to a 
resolution of the Board of Elections 
and Registration of Newton County, 
adopted on July 27, 2020.

BOARD OF Elections and 
Registration of Newton County

PUBLIC NOTICE #117319
9/27,10/4,11,18,25

NOTICE OF LOCATION AND 
DESIGN APPROVAL

P. I. 0016805
NEWTON COUNTY 

NOTICE IS hereby given in compliance 
with Georgia Code 22-2-109 and 
32-3-5 that the Georgia Department 
of Transportation has approved the 
Location and Design of this project.

THE DATE of location and design 
approval is: August 12, 2020

THIS PROJECT will replace the 
existing bridge located on County 
Road 8/Bethany Road over Snapping 
Shoals Creek.  The project is 
approximately 0.2 miles in length.  
This project is 100% in Congressional 
District 4, located in Land District 1, 
and GMD 547.

THE PROPOSED typical section will 
be two 12-foot travel lanes (one in 
each direction) with 6-foot shoulders 
and rural side ditches.  The bridge will 
be closed and traffic will be directed to 
an offsite detour during construction.

MARK GILES, Area Manager 
DISTRICT 2, Area 5
MGILES@DOT.GA.GOV
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT of 
Transportation
1570 BETHANY Road
MADISON, GA 30650
(706) 343-5837

ANY INTERESTED party may obtain 
a copy of the drawings or maps or 
plats or portions thereof by paying a 
nominal fee and requesting in writing 
to:  

KIMBERLY W. Nesbitt
STATE PROGRAM Delivery 
Administrator
ATTN: JOSHUA Pisani
JPISANI@DOT.GA.GOV
600 WEST Peachtree St NW
ATLANTA, GA 30308
(478) 321-7327

ANY WRITTEN request or 
communication in reference to this 
project or notice SHOULD include the 
Project and P. I. Numbers as noted at 
the top of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE #117284
9/13,20,27,10/4

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE OF SALE

BUDGET SELF Storage of Covington, 
pursuant to the Georgia Self Storage 
Act, 10-4-213, shall conduct a public 
sale of the following units at 6217 
Highway 278 NE, Covington, GA 
30014; 770-787-0900; after 1 p.m. 
on Tuesday, October 13th, 2020. All 
bids will be accepted online through 
www.storageauctions.com. Budget 
Self Storage of Covington reserves 
the right to withdraw units from such 
sale and reject any bid. Terms of sale 
are cash or money order only. The 
following unit will be sold:
 
•	 DELEATHER Ann 
Gomenu- washer, dryer, table, boxes, 

refrigerator, wall art, mattress, box 
spring, & night stand.
•	 JIMMY Hicks- boxes, 
cabinet, table, chest, and totes
•	 ROBBIE Kirby- household 
item box, suitcase, bags, & umbrella.
•	 ERNEST Horton- boxes, 
bags, totes, coolers, night stand, table, 
dresser, speaker, household items, 
and buckets.

PUBLIC NOTICE #117326
9/27,10/4

Public Sales Auctions
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GEORGIA 
LAW 40-11-2:
     THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED 
VEHICLES HAVE BEEN 
ABANDONED AT
     M & M Towing & Recovery, LLC 
218 Gum Creek Rd Oxford GA 30054
     AND ARE PRESENTLY STORED 
AT SAID LOCATION.
     IF NOT CLAIMED, THE 
VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AT 
PRIVATE AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST 
     BIDDER ON 09/11/20.
 
YEAR        MAKE                 MODEL       
VIN
2014         TOYOTA            COROLLA     
2T1BURHE5EC031906
2008         CHRYSLER         
SEBRING      1C3LC46K98N244222

PUBLIC NOTICE #117295
9/20,27

NOTICE IS Hereby Given that the 
undersigned intends to sell the 
personal property described below 
to enforce a lien imposed on said 
property pursuant to the Georgia Self-
Storage Facility Act, Georgia Code 
Section 10-4-210 to 10-4-215.  The 
undersigned will sell by competitive 
online bidding beginning Thursday, 
October 15th, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. at 
www.storageauctions.com.  Online 
bidding will end on Wednesday, 
October 16th, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. 

UNIT 032, Shakita Cole:  bags, fan, 
dvd’s, mattress, boxspring, totes and 
boxes
UNIT 103, Willie Norman III:  mirror, 
small piano, tires, gym equipment, 
chair, hand truck, bed frame, 
television, dresser, bag
UNIT 140:  Jacklyn Andrews:  totes, 
mattress, boxspring, table, boxes, 
dvd player, dresser, fising poles, mini 
fridge, furniture, window A.C. unit, 
lamp and baby mattress. 
UNIT 176, Kashonica Boswell:  
Dresser, twin box spring, twin 
mattress, nightstand, microwave, 
table, toddler chairs, boxes
UNIT 186, Kashanna Horton:  
headboard, television, carpet, 
mattress, box spring, bags, dresser, 
and kid toys
UNIT 287B, Denise Gaddy:  Washer, 
Dryer, Lamp, A.C. Units, Microwave, 
Television, Headboard, chairs
UNIT 337, Karita McKnight:  TV 
Headboard, footboard.
UNIT 427, Tammy Cook:  dresser, 
boxes, tables, couch, doll
UNIT 470, Kakorian Zackery:  Heater, 
shop vac, lamp, fan, speakers, 
vacuum cleaner, bag, mini fridge, 
cooler
UNIT 496, Myriam Santana:  Queen 
Mattress, bed frame
UNIT 502, Anton Russell:  Clothes, 
Stroller, Car seats (2), tote

PURCHASE MUST be paid for on 
the day of the auction with cash and 
valid ID at the location of the unit.  
All items are sold as is and must be 
removed from the property within 72 
hours, unless otherwise approved 
by the Manager, after the time of the 
sale.  Sale is subject to cancellation in 
the event of a settlement between the 
owner and the obligated party.

PUBLIC NOTICE #1170287
9/27,10/4

PUBLIC SALES AUCTIONS

IN ACCORDANCE WITH GEORGIA 
LAW 40-11-2 THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED VEHICLES HAVE 
BEEN ABANDONED AT KING’S 
24-HOUR TOWING 3195 HWY 81 
SOUTH COVINGTON, GA. 30014 
AND ARE PRESENTLY STORED AT 
SAID LOCATION IF NOT CLAIMED, 
THE VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD 
AT PUBLIC  AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER ON 10/7/2020 at 
3:00 p.m.

2005	  PONTIAC	 GRAND AM	
1G2NE52F05M124053
2001 	 TOYOTA	 COROLLA	
1NXBR12EX1Z440343
2007	  MAZDA	 6	
1YVHP80C475M20925
2016 	 CHEVROLET	
IMPALA	 2G1WB5E32G1184403
2005 	 DODGE	 G R A N D 
CARAVAN	 2D4GP44L15R240244
2000 	
FORD	 EXPEDTITON	
1FMRU1564YLB02535
2002 	 DODGE	 DURANGO	
1B4HR38N02F148379
1999	  HYUNDAI	 ACCENT	
KMHVD34N6XU425786
2011	  DODGE	 N IT RO 	
1D4PU6GX0BW565070
2011	  HYUNDAI	 SONATA	
5NPEB4AC0BH187293
2013 	 NISSAN	 ALTIMA	
1N4AL3AP0DN533103

PUBLIC NOTICE #117322
9/27,10/4

Subscribe today for only... 

Subscriptions include Wednesday and 
Weekend editions of 

The Covington News, all special 
sections and magazines delivered straight 

to your door and accessible online at 
CovNews.com.

$5 a month!

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Despite the 

novel coronavirus pandemic, Newton 

County is “doing well,” Board of 

Commissioners Chairman Marcello 

Banes said.
The Covington/Newton County 

Chamber of Commerce hosted Banes 

and other local government lead-

ers Wednesday, Sept. 9, for a panel 

discussion concerning the state of the 

community.
Leading off virtually via Zoom, 

Mansfield Mayor G.W. Davis said 

the city was about to embark on a 

few projects including an “aggressive 

road improvement project.” Howev-

er, he said the city’s greatest need was 

for more businesses.

“We have a number of business 

sites that are available, and we’d love 

to have someone move into them,” 

Davis said. “And we have some 

stores in our downtown area that are 

for sale or for rent or lease. 

“Mansfield has been around since 

1904,” he continued. “We’re the 

smallest town and the youngest town. 

And we were developed on a rail-

road. The railroad is now gone but 

the town remains, and we hope it will 

remain for years to come as we try to 

revive the quality of living environ-

ment for families.”

Covington Mayor Steve Horton 

reflected on the city’s response to 

COVID-19.

His Word
For it is God which 

worketh in you both to 

will and to do of his good 

pleasure.

— Philippians 2:13, KJV

GUNS UP
Weapon carry permits on rise in Newton

MONUMENTAL RULING

Judge dismisses injunctions filed against removal of Confederate statue in Newton

Sons of Confederate Veterans files appeal, spokesperson says

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 

— Last year, 2,720 

weapon carry per-

mits (conceal carry 

licenses) were issued 

in Newton County. 

Probate Judge Melanie 

Bell expects to surpass 

that number for 2020 

in a matter of days.

As of Sept. 1, there 

have already been 

2,690 permits issued, 

Bell said. Over the 

same time period, only 

1,917 were issued in 

2019.
“Keep in mind that 

we issued no licens-

es from March 14 

to May 14 (due to 

COVID-19),” she said. 

“We’re probably look-

ing at a record year.”

In speaking with 

other judges across the 

state, Bell said she be-

lieved it was common 

for the 
num-
bers 
to go 
up in 
a presidential election 

year.
In 2016, the last 

presidential election, 

there were 2,675 per-

mits issued.
In 2017, there were 

2,557 permits issued.

In 2018, the last 

gubernatorial election, 

there were 3,114 per-

mits issued.
However, an elec-

tion may not be the 

sole reason for 2020’s 

increase.
“It could also be due 

to civil unrest, protests 

and other incidents 

across the country — 

police 
issues, 
Black Lives 
Matter and oth-

er issues being dealt 

with in Portland and 

other areas,” Bell said. 

“Anecdotally, what 

we’ve been hearing a 

lot of is: ‘I’ve never 

had a gun license, but I 

would just feel safer.’

“We haven’t had any 

issues here in Newton 

County. Everything 

we’ve had had been 

completely peaceful, 

as it should be and to 

Taylor Beck |  The Covington News

The Confederate memorial statue sets in the middle of a park on the Covington Square.

By TOM SPIGOLON

tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Newton’s 

chairman says the county govern-

ment “will move forward in the 

process” of removing a Confederate 

statue after a judge’s Monday order 

dismissing two groups’ demands it 

be kept on the Covington Square.

But one of the two groups already 

has appealed the order — which 

could allow the statue to remain on 

the Square for a while longer.

Superior Court Judge John Ott 

issued an order Monday, Sept. 14, 

which dismissed complaints from 

Newton County resident Tiffany 

Humphries and Southern heritage 

group Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans (SCV) that sought damages and 

injunctive relief from the planned re-

moval of the century-old memorial.

The SCV immediately filed a 

notice Monday that it was appealing 

Ott’s order to the Georgia Court of 

Appeals — saying it was “contrary 

to law and the evidence.”

County Chairman Marcello Banes 

said in a statement the Board of 

Commissioners “stands by its de-

cision to remove the Confederate 

statue” following its July 14 vote.

“Judge Ott determined our legal 

argument was sound and just and we 

will move forward in the process,” 

Banes said.
The judge’s order followed his 

request in a July 20 hearing that both 

sides of the issue file papers detailing 

legal arguments why he should rule 

for them.
He also said on July 20 he hoped 

the losing side in the case would 

appeal his ruling so that all issues 

about removal of the statue are fully 

discussed in the state’s courts for the 

public to see.
In Monday’s order, Ott wrote that 

Humphries and the SCV failed to 

show in their filings they met “the 

constitutional and procedural con-

cept” that gave them legal standing 

 See STATE, A3

 See GUNS, A3

Taylor Beck | The Covington News

Covington Mayor Steve Horton speaks during a State of the Community luncheon hosted 

by the Covington/Newton County Chamber of Commerce

Newton leaders discuss past 

accomplishments, future projects

State of the Community

Still Available
As the season gets underway, 

get your hands on a copy of the 

Football Preview 2020 magazine, 

available for purchase at 

The Covington News.
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 Covington
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Players of the Week

Find out who earned Week 2 honors
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Telling The sTory of your life since 1865

Wednesday, sepTember 16, 2020

$1

Special to The Covington News

The additional buildings are planned for the site in the background of this aerial photo of Stanton Springs business park.By TOM SPIGOLONtspigolon@covnews.comSOCIAL CIRCLE, Ga. — Facebook announced Wednesday, Sept. 16, it will add three more buildings to its Newton Data Center complex by 2023, a compa-ny official said.The new buildings are part of a second phase of construction for the center and will include nearly 1.5 million square feet in the Stanton Springs business park in northeast Newton County.
Combined with two build-ings now under construc-

tion, it will give the social media company a total of 2.5 million square feet in five buildings covering 416 acres and represent a total $1 billion investment.It also will employ more than 200 for Facebook, offi-cials said.Local, state and federal leaders and Facebook an-nounced in March 2018 its plans for the Newton Data Center project. Its first phase includes two buildings totaling 970,000 square feet and is to employ about 50 when completed in 2021, said Katie Comer, 

community development regional manager for Face-book.
Work on the facility also has resulted in construction jobs for between 1,000 and 1,200 workers, Comer said.The Joint Development Authority (JDA) of Newton, Jasper, Morgan and Walton counties operates Stanton Springs. Comer said the authority “has been a joy to work with” as Facebook developed its facilities.“The development au-thority and the team there at Stanton Springs have just been great to work with 

over the past two years,” Comer said.“This is such a special community,” Comer said. “They have welcomed us with open arms.”Facebook saw the need for the expansion and decided to move on with a second phase of construction, Com-er said.
“Our community here has just welcomed us with open arms, whether it’s hiring local talent that we have in our Joint Development Au-thority counties (or) being 

By TAYLOR BECKtbeck@covnews.comCOVINGTON, Ga. — An-derson Bailey will complete the late Almond Turner’s term on the Newton County Schools Board of Education, representing District 4.
Bailey was unanimously approved to fill the vacant seat during the board’s meet-ing Tuesday night. He will hold the posi-tion through Dec. 31 — the end of Turner’s term before beginning his own after his victory in an August runoff. 

Turner was tragically killed in November 2019.The Newton County native and retired military veteran is currently running unopposed as a Democrat for the District 4 seat in the General Election on Nov. 3. No Republican candidate qualified.In the Aug. 11 runoff elec-tion, Bailey received 59% of the vote to defeat Jeffrey Johnson, who received 41% of the vote.
Bailey served in the U.S. Army and Georgia Army National Guard for several years. He was employed by the city of Covington for 14 years as a meter reader. Bailey has been a GHSA multicounty basketball official for more than 25 years, has vol-unteered as a coach with the Newton County Recreation Department for many years and has earned Certification of Local Government Manage-ment from the University of Georgia Carl Vinson Insti-tute of Government. He also serves as Minister of Music at Murray C.M.E. Church in Covington.Bailey is married to Angela Bailey; they will celebrate 38 years of marriage this November. The Baileys have three children — Courtney, Yasmine, and Anderico — and two grandchildren — Jaylin Gunn and Parker Bailey. 

Board 
member says NCSS wasn’t ready for all-virtual 

See A11
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 See APPOINTS, A3

Support local law enforcementInside today’s edition, take this banner 
and put in the window of your home or 
business to show your support for Newton County’s law enforcement.   

See C1

ObituariesDr. Neil Shaw Penn Oxford
Marilynn Whatley CovingtonJames “Jim” Ramsey Covington
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Follow us for breaking 
updates

and stay informed on local issues at CovNews.com

His WordBlessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
— Psalm 1:1-2, KJV

RIVALS CLASH: Eastsidevs. Newton See who came out on top Friday nightSee SPORTS EXTRA, B1

770-786-9245 • Covingtonwww.hardysfloors.comWe meet or beat any price you have in writing.

Serving Newton, Rockdale & surrounding 
counties for over 35 years! 

Newton BOE appoints Bailey to complete late member’s term
Democratic candidate for District 4 seat will remain on Nov. 3 ballot

Anderson
Bailey

By TAYLOR BECKtbeck@covnews.comCOVINGTON, Ga. — Regional 
retailer Roses recently announced 
plans to open a new location in Covington at the former K-Mart 

building, located off Turner Lake 
Road, the city announced Wednes-
day. 

Roses sells food, clothing, home 
furnishings and electronics. “We are very excited to bring 

this type of development to the city 
of Covington, and hope to work 
with the city on other economic 
development projects” said proper-
ty owner Bhushan Khanna. The K-Mart building has been 

vacant since Sears Holding 

Roses to occupy Covington K-Mart property
Retail store plans to open late November; NexGen storage to follow

Special to The Covington News

Pictured is an architectural rendering of the Roses retail store set to occupy the former K-Mart 

property in Covington. A NexGen storage facility will also occupy a portion of the property.

Facebook to expand Newton Data Center

Like
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WE SUPPORT
LAW ENFORCEMENT

The Covington News

A percentage of the proceeds from this special  

section went to the Covington Police Who Care and 

Newton County Deputies Who Care.

SINCE 1865                                                       Get breaking news updates, manage your subscription, place an advertisement and read the e-edition at CovNews.com

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
The Newton County An-
imal Shelter has partially 
reopened to the public after 
being closed earlier this 
year because of COVID-19.

Nevertheless, it already 
has picked up where it left 
off with relatively higher 
numbers of adoptions fueled 
by online access to animals’ 
images and information, 
officials say.

Newton County Animal 
Services, which operates the 

shelter, also is nearing com-
pletion of a sales tax-fund-

ed, $1.2 million expansion 
and renovation.

The facility on Lower 
River Road south of Porter-
dale saw a monthly record 
of 80 adoptions of cats 
and dogs in August, said 
Cindy Wiemann, director 
of Newton County Animal 
Services.

Safety concerns around 
COVID-19 prompted 
county officials to close the 
facility to the public for five 
months this year. 

The closure apparently 
did not slow the demand for 

 See LOVE, A3

Mr. 300
Inside the cyclical life 
of Jeremy Van Dyke 

See A7

Obituaries
John Harvey Campbell
 Anniston, Alabama

See A2

Index
Obituaries ..........................A2
Opinions ............................A4
Classifieds/Legals ..............A5
Health/Fitness ....................A6
Sports ................................A7
Food/Entertainment ...........B1

Volume 155, No. 40

SINCE 1865                                                       Get breaking news updates, manage your subscription, place an advertisement and read the e-edition at CovNews.com

Telling The sTory of your life since 1865Wednesday, sepTember 23, 2020 $1

His Word
I will both lay me down 
in peace, and sleep: for 
thou, Lord, only makest 
me dwell in safety.

— Psalm 4:8, KJV

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — New-
ton County’s chairman said he 
was “not bashing” the law firm 
the government now uses for 

legal represen-
tation in a cost 
analysis he re-
cently compiled 
which included 
his recommen-
dation for hir-
ing an in-house 
attorney.

Chairman 
Marcello 

Banes said he wanted to show 
commissioners that the estab-
lishment of its own law de-
partment possibly could lower 
the government’s costs after 
his recent analysis showed the 
county had higher legal costs 
than some metro counties with 
larger populations.

Banes said Newton County 
government has used the Cum-
ming-based Jarrard & Davis 
law firm since before he came 
to office in January 2017.

“I’m thankful for the services 
Jarrard & Davis have provided 
for our community in a time of 
transition … from one attorney 
to another attorney,” Banes 
said.

“But I think it’s time we start 
to move in a different direction 
— try to save as much mon-
ey as we possibly can for our 
citizens.”

Banes also said he wanted 
to dispel any rumors he was 
recommending the action to 
favor any specific attorneys for 
the job.

“None of my friends — peo-
ple I consider friends — would 
want to be county attorney, I 
can promise you that,” Banes 
said. “That never crossed my 
mind.”

“What I am doing is trying 
to save the taxpayers of this 
county money,” he said.

Banes said he believed one 
salaried attorney and one sup-
port staff member could handle 
the county’s caseload and help 
County Manager Lloyd Kerr 
“address department and hu-
man resource legal issues that 
may arise.”

However, if commission-
ers want to continue using an 
outside attorney on a contract 
basis, legal fees and expenses 
should be capped between 
$350,000 and $450,000 “in 
line with the spending of mul-
tiple other comparable” gov-
ernment entities, Banes said.    

Tom Spigolon |  The Covington News
At left, Katy Cave-Bigley checks out a  mixed-breed dog for adoption while, right, other cats and dogs are available at the Newton County 
Animal Shelter.

More to love
Adoptions on upswing as county animal shelter work nears completion

Newton board OKs water plant construction, loan increase
By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Newton 
commissioners have given the go-
ahead to construction of millions of 
dollars’ worth of upgrades to the coun-
ty’s main water treatment plant.

They also approved an 8% increase 
to a loan that county water system 
officials say they need to get started.

Commissioners on Tuesday, Sept. 
15, approved a request from the 
county’s Water Resources department 
to begin construction on a $32 million 
upgrade of the Cornish Creek water 
treatment plant at Lake Varner.

Crowder Construction Co. and a 
total of 19 subcontractors will do the 

work, according to documents provid-
ed to commissioners.

Construction is scheduled to begin 
in October with completion set for 
early 2023, according to a schedule 
submitted to state officials.

The project will include a new float-
ing dock pump station and water line 
for drawing up to 35 million gallons of 
raw water per day from Lake Varner.

It also is set to add three new 
high-service pumps for treated wa-
ter; and improvements to the bulk 
chemical storage area, plant electrical 
system and backup generator.

Relocation of the operator control 
room and plant laboratory, among 
other improvements, also are included, 

according to documents. 
The plant currently treats an av-

erage of 13.5 million gallons. The 
improvements will allow the facility 
to produce up to 25 million gallons of 
treated water “on a continuous ba-
sis,” county Water Resources director 
James Brown told commissioners.

It will also be designed to allow ex-
pansion to produce 35 million gallons 
a day, according to the documents.

The project follows improvements 
made in a first phase to the water sys-
tem’s Alcovy River pump station, said 
county spokesman Bryan Fazio.

The next phase will include 
 See WATER, A3 See COSTS, A3

Newton BOC
Chairman talks 
efforts to lower 
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Says ‘not bashing’ 
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Marcello
Banes

Tom Spigolon |  The Covington News
Director Cindy Wiemann stands in a planned multi-purpose room in 
the shelter.
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Each weekend in 
spring, summer and 
fall, millions of home-
owners fire up their 
mowers and cut the 
grass in their yards. A 
few hours spent mow-
ing the lawn can be a 
great time to get some 
sun and some exercise 
in the great outdoors.

As fall gradually tran-
sitions to winter, home-
owners may wonder 
when to stop mowing 
their lawns. Each lawn 
is different, and when 
to stop mowing may 
depend on a host of 
factors, including local 
climate and the type 
of turf. In addition to 
climate and turf, home-
owners can keep an 
eye on these conditions 
to determine when the 
time is right to put their 
mowers away for the 
winter.

• Frost: Warm-season 
grasses typically go 
dormant after a couple 
of significant frosts. 
Homeowners can jot 
down each frost during 
fall. Frosts are most 
noticeable in the early 
morning hours, so be 
sure to check lawn con-
ditions each morning as 
the weather begins to 
grow cold. Frost may 
be noticeable without 
even going outside, 

but homeowners may 
need to go outside to 
check on chilly morn-
ings or on days when 
the previous night was 
especially cold. If you 
must go outside, stay 
off the grass to protect 
it. Two or three frosts 
might be enough to 

make warm-season 
grasses go dormant for 
the winter. Cool-season 
grasses may keep grow-
ing and require moving 
even after a few frosts, 
so it’s imperative that 
homeowners determine 
which type of grass is 
in their yards.

• Soil temperature: If 
it’s hard to determine 
if frosts have occurred, 
homeowners can try 
checking the tem-
perature of their soil 
to decide if they need 
to keep mowing. The 
lawn care experts at 
Pennington recommend 

homeowners continue 
mowing warm-sea-
son grasses so long as 
they keep growing. 
Lawns may not grow 
as quickly in fall as 
they do in spring or 
summer, and growth 
may not be as visible 
to the naked eye during 

this time of year as it is 
in other times. Home-
owners can routinely 
check soil temperature 
to determine if their 
grasses have stopped 
growing. Warm-season 
grasses tend to stop 
growing once the soil 
temperature is consis-
tently at 55 degrees or 
below, while cool-sea-
son grasses tend to stop 
when temperatures are 
45 degrees or lower.

Falling leaves have 
long been a barometer 
used by homeowners 
to determine if they 
need to keep mowing 
their lawns. That’s not 
necessarily a reliable 
metric, as grass can still 
keep growing even if 
leaves have been falling 
for weeks. In addition, 
using a mulching mow-
er when leaves begin 
falling is a great way 
to provide the lawn 
with nutrients it can use 
throughout the winter. 
Some trees shed their 
leaves more quickly 
than others, but it’s a 
good rule of thumb that 
lawns will need to keep 
being mowed if trees 
are still retaining more 
than half their leaves.

A host of factors can 
help homeowners de-
termine when it’s safe 
to put their mowers 
away for the winter.

How to know when you should stop mowing

Metro Creative Services
Each lawn is different, and when to stop mowing may depend on a host of factors, including local climate and the type 
of turf.

Ways to prepare your garden for cold winter months
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

news@covnews.com

Gardens provide an 
idyllic escape from the 
hustle and bustle of 
everyday life. In fact, 
many gardening enthu-
siasts typically cannot 
wait for the spring thaw 
so they can spend the 
next several months 
tending to their plants 
under the warm sun. 
But a gardener’s work 
is never truly done, and 
the work to make gar-
dens stun in the spring 
actually begins during 
the preceding fall.

Preparing gardens 
for winter is an import-
ant step that can help 
homeowners ensure 
their gardens return 
to full strength in the 
spring. The tasks neces-
sary to prepare gardens 
for winter may depend 
on what homeowners 
are planting, but the 

following are some 
general maintenance 
suggestions that can 
keep gardens safe this 
winter.

• Remove weeds 
and debris. Weeds and 
debris are unsightly and 
detrimental to plant life 
in spring, but they also 
can be harmful in the 
winter. Weeds and de-
bris left to linger in gar-
dens through the winter 
provide overwintering 
spots for insects and 
can contribute to dis-
ease. So it’s imperative 
that weeds and debris 
are removed before 
the ground hardens in 
winter. Don’t wait until 
the ground hardens, as 
that can make it hard 
to remove the roots 
of weeds, adversely 
affecting the garden as 
a result.

• Prepare the soil. 
The Farmer’s Almanac 

advises homeowners 
to gently till the soil in 
their gardens so they 
can expose any insects 
before they settle in 
for the winter. Once 
garden soil is exposed, 
add a layer of compost, 
leaves, aged manure, 
and, if necessary, lime, 
gently tilling it into the 
soil. According to the 
North Carolina Co-
operative Extension, 
the only accurate way 
to determine if lawn 
or garden soil needs 
lime is to test it. Lime 
makes soil less acidic 
and reduces soil pH. 
Low soil pH makes it 
hard for certain plants 
to grow, but acidic soil 
is ideal when growing 
blueberries. Test the 
soil for lime and amend 
it depending on what 
you hope to grow in 
the spring so it’s ready 
to thrive when winter 

ends.
• Remove dead or 

diseased plants. Dead 
or diseased plants 
should not be left in 
the garden through the 
winter. These plants can 
attract insects and are 
vulnerable to disease, 
which can make it hard 
for the garden to thrive 
in the spring.

• Protect fruit trees. 

If you have fruit trees, 
install mouse guards 
around the base to 
prevent mice and voles 
from killing the trees 
over the winter. If left 
to their own devices 
over the winter, mice 
and voles may eat the 
bark of fruit trees, kill-
ing the trees as a result. 
The Farmer’s Alma-
nac notes that mouse 

guards made of fine 
mesh hardware cloth 
can effectively protect 
fruit trees from hungry 
mice and voles over the 
winter.

A gardener’s work 
is never done, and the 
work to create beautiful 
spring gardens begins 
in the fall.

Metro Creative Services
Preparing gardens for winter is an important step that can help homeowners ensure 
their gardens return to full strength in the spring.
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By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Covington City 
Council members have 
approved taking more 
than $31,000 from bud-
get reserves for busi-
nesses left out of a pre-
vious round of grants to 
help cover losses due to 
COVID-19.

Council members 
voted Monday, Sept. 
21, to transfer $31,115 
to the Covington De-
velopment Authority 
for the Stabilization 
Fund grants. 

The Authority’s board 
will consider approving 
a total of 50 grants for 
entities which applied 
in a first round earlier 
this year but were left 
out because all funds 
had been given out, 
said William Smith, 
economic development 
manager for the city.

Businesses operating 
inside the Covington 

city limits with 20 or 
fewer employees can 
receive up to $2,000, 
and sole proprietors and 
one-employee busi-
nesses can receive up to 
$1,000.

The Authority will 
decide the amounts for 
each applicant based on 
factors considered in 
the first round. 

Priority will be given 
to businesses employ-
ing up to 20 full- and 
part-time employees; 
and those that operate 
outside the central busi-
ness district, provide 
space for independent 
contractors, or which 
have operating expens-
es exceeding $2,000 
per month.

Mayor Steve Horton 
said the grant money 
would be taken from 
surplus funds in the 
budget. Finance of-
ficials predicted they 
could make budget 
adjustments in October 

to replace the money, 
he said.

The Covington De-
velopment Authority 
gave $121,496 in the 
first round after using 
money from the city’s 
Electric Fund and reim-
bursing it with federal 
CARES Act funds, 
Smith said.

In other action at 
the meeting, council 
members unanimously 
denied a special use 
permit for a personal 
care home at 5128 N. 
Emory St. near the I-20 
overpass.

The home is adjacent 
to the Conyers Haitian 
Church of God, which 
owns the building. 

Applicant Micheline 
Joseph told the council 
the 95-year-old build-
ing would be staffed 
round the clock and be 
home to four individ-
uals.

However, the plan-
ning commission 

recommended deni-
al because it did not 
believe it was a com-
patible use for the area, 
officials said. 

Councilwoman Fleeta 
Baggett said she did 
not believe the house’s 
location on the half-
acre lot would make it 
accessible to ambulanc-
es.

Also at Monday’s 

meeting, representa-
tives of the Georgia 
Municipal Clerks 
Association surprised 
Covington City Clerk 
Audra Gutierrez by 
presenting her with 
the statewide group’s 
2020 Georgia Munic-
ipal Clerk of the Year 
award.

Association Presi-
dent Paula Martin of 

Americus and But-
ler City Clerk Vicky 
Wainwright, the 2019 
recipient, gave Gutier-
rez the award.

Horton nominated 
Gutierrez, who received 
the honor for her “high 
level of professional-
ism, dedication and 
commitment to com-
munity service,” the 
association said. 

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News
Covington City Clerk Audra Gutierrez receives the 2020 Georgia Municipal Clerk of the 
Year award from Georgia Municipal Clerks Association President Paula Martin of Amer-
icus and Butler City Clerk Vicky Wainwright during a city council meeting Monday, Sept. 
21. From left are Wainwright, who was the 2019 award winner, Gutierrez and Martin.

Covington approves more funding for COVID-affected businesses
Gutierrez wins Clerk of the Year award

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

Newton County 
Sheriff’s Office will be 
able to hire seven new 
deputies and buy more 
equipment with two 
new federal grants.

A $1.1 million COPS 
Hiring Program Grant 
will allow the sheriff’s 
office to hire the new 
deputies and meet 
response time goals for 
priority calls, a news 
release stated.

The Newton County 
Board of Commission-
ers recently approved 
the Sheriff’s Office to 
accept the FY20 COPS 
Hiring Program, a 
three-year grant funded 
by the U.S. Department 
of Justice.

Board members voted 
Aug. 4 to accept the 
funds in the amount of 
$1,122,792.

“The Newton County 
Sheriff’s Office has 
been on the forefront 
of seeking out grant 

opportunities to assist 
with the needs of our 
agency and the com-
munity,” said Sheriff 
Ezell Brown in a news 
release. 

“The $1.1 million 
will afford us the 
opportunity to hire 
seven new deputies 
to patrol the Newton 
County community. 
With the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
causing unemployment 
for many, being able to 
open up additional job 
opportunities is truly a 
blessing.”

Under the COPS 
Hiring Program, the 
Sheriff’s Office will be 
able to:

• Hire seven en-
try-level deputies

• Meet response time 
goals for priority calls;

• Maintain adequate 
visibility as a deterrent 
to crime in neighbor-
hoods;

• Improve the office’s 
ability to enhance its 

community policing 
efforts with county 
residents;

• Field two-officer 
responses to dangerous 
calls for services;

• Sufficiently lower 
the crime rate through 
the use of consistent 
and comprehensive 
interdiction tactics;

• Adequately enforce 
traffic laws, which in 
turn affects mobility of 
its units

Additionally, the 
FY20 COPS Hiring 
Program will allow 
the Sheriff’s Office to 
increase its manpower 
on each shift, allow for 
more visibility during 
high peak times, and 
allow for better execu-
tion of day-to-day work 
assignments. 

“Through the pro-
gram, the Sheriff’s 
Office will continue to 
build positive relation-
ships with its commu-
nity,” a news release 
stated.

Meanwhile, Newton 
County will receive 
$27,636 in a Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant (JAG) 
if the grant is accepted 
by the board of com-
missioners, accord-
ing to a news release 
from U.S. Sen. Kelly 
Loeffler, R-Ga. 

The annual grant 
award will be used for 
purchase of equipment 
for Newton County 
Sheriff’s Office dep-
uties and detention 
officers “to effective-
ly execute assigned 

duties,” according to 
information the Sher-
iff’s Office gave county 
commissioners.

Newton County was 
among 33 Georgia 
counties and cities 
approved for a total of 
$1.76 million in U.S. 
Department of Justice 
grants to help states and 
local governments pre-
vent and control crime 
based on local needs 
and conditions.

Loeffler announced 
the grant awards, which 

totaled $766,000 for the 
counties and $1 million 
for cities.  

“Everywhere I go in 
Georgia, I hear about 
increases in crime and 
concerns about public 
safety,” said Loeffler. 
“These grants will go a 
long way to helping our 
communities prevent 
crime, break up gang 
networks, stop domes-
tic violence and hold 
criminals accountable.”

The Edward Byrne 
Memorial Justice Assis-

tance Grant (JAG) Pro-
gram provides funding 
for programs or initia-
tives including drug 
and gang task forces, 
crime prevention and 
domestic violence 
programs, courts, cor-
rections, treatment or 
other programs aimed 
at reducing crime or en-
hancing public safety. 

Neighboring coun-
ties, including Henry at 
$26,532, and Rockdale 
at $13,710, also were 
approved for grants.

Sheriff ’s Office to hire deputies, buy equipment with two federal grants

activities include advocating on be-
half of any religion.

• Organizations that make hiring 
choices based on race, gender, faith, 
national origin, sexual orientation or 
disability.

• Organizations that promote or 
support specific political ideologies, 
doctrines, candidates or issues.

• For-profit companies.
• 501c4 organizations.
• Proposals for endowments, me-

morials, budget deficits and/or the 
like.

For more information on eli-
gibility guidelines and an online 
application link visit the Newton 
Data Center Facebook page or visit 
facebook.com/notes/newton-da-
ta-center/coming-soon-2021-face-
book-community-action-grant-cy-

cle/10158457190584000.
Having a Facebook page is not 

required to apply for a grant.
Facebook Community Action 

Grants are intended for registered 
501c3 organizations. The funds 
allocated are intended to be used 
during the Grant Cycle in which 
they’re awarded. The project must 
have demonstrable metrics that can 
be publicly reported. It asks that an 
annual report be provided on how the 
funds are being used and their impact 
in the community.

In addition to this program, Face-
book distributed $1.3 million in 
COVID-19 relief grants locally 
earlier this year.

For more information, email Com-
mDev@fb.com.

FACEBOOK:
Continued from A1

Courtesy of the office of Sen. Kelly Loeffler
Sen. Kelly Loeffler recently announced the Newton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and other law enforcement agencies 
across the state would receive grants for new equipment.
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2020 FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE

Alcovy Tigers
0-4 (0-0)

 North Forsyth – 3-35, L
 @ Newton – 0-27, L
 @ Duluth – 27-42, L
 Eastside – 31-34, L
 10/9 – @ South Forsyth
 10/16 @ Lowndes
 10/23 – @ Colquitt
 10/30 – @ Grovetown
 11/6 – Lakeside, Evans
 11/20 – @ Evans

Eastside Eagles
2-1 (0-0)

 @ Winder-Barrow – 27-14, W
 Newton – 7-21, L
 @ Alcovy – 34-31, W
 10/2 – @ Johnson, Gainesville
 10/8 – Apalachee (at Sharp)
 10/16 – @ Clarke Central
 10/23 – @ Loganville
 11/5 – Jackson County 
(at Sharp)
 11/13 – Walnut Grove 
(at Sharp)
 11/20 – @ Greenbrier

Newton Rams
2-0 (0-0)

 Alcovy – 27-0, W
 @ Eastside – 21-7, W
 10/2 – @ McEeachern
 10/9 – @ Houston County
 10/16 – @ Parkview
 10/30 – Brookwood (at Sharp)
 11/6 – @ Mill Creek
 11/13 – @ Grayson
 11/20 – South Gwinnett (at   
 Sharp)

Social Circle Redskins
1-3 (0-0)

 G.W. Academy – 7-35, L
 @ Providence Ch. – 31-28, W
 Walnut Grove – 16-42, L
  Putnam County – 0-45, L
 10/2 – @ Oglethorpe County
 10/16 – Washington-Wilkes
 10/23 – @ Lincoln County
 11/6 – Commerce
 11/13 – @ Townes County
 11/20 – Greene County

Note: Schedules are 
subject to change.

INSIDE: INSIDE: 
Redskins 
take on 
Putnam 
See B2

Bulldogs are 
ready to ball
See Bulldog Extra 
on B3

ONLINE: Live, breaking updates at CovNews.com | SOCIAL MEDIA: Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter

By MASON WITTNER
mwittner@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
Eastside didn’t hold the lead 
for a single second of regula-
tion against Newton County 
rival Alcovy in Friday night’s 
matchup.

And yet it was the Eagles 
who stormed the field victori-
ous in the end.

Knotted up at 31 points 
apiece with less than a min-
ute to go, Eastside’s defense 
forced the Tigers to punt the 
ball away from inside their 
own end zone. The Eagles 
set up shop on the Alcovy 34 
and inched their way down 
the field, positioning them-
selves for a 36-yard field goal 
attempt with just two ticks 
remaining on the clock.

Lined up on the left hash, 
junior kicker Jaydon Fain 
took three steps and promptly 
drilled the ball through the 
upright to lift Eastside to a 
34-31 win as time expired.

“We’re not playing to the 
scoreboard. You play every 
play, you play with relent-
less effort, and you keep 
doing that for the duration,” 
Eastside head coach Troy 
Hoff said. “[Friday] we 
made enough plays down the 
stretch and put ourselves in 
position to win the football 
game.”

The final kick spelled 
victory for the Eagles. It also 
spelled redemption for Fain.

With his team facing a 
seven-point deficit in the first 
half, Fain lined up for an 
eerily similar 36-yard field 
goal, but pushed it wide right 
for a miss. When Eastside’s 
defense came up with a late 
stop, the coaching staff had 
no question about who was 
going to get a shot to win it.

“I just told [Fain] to get 
ready,” Hoff said. “He’s been 
solid all week, solid in pre-
game. I know he missed the 
one earlier in the game that 
he’s going to kick himself for, 
but we trust him. He’s put in 
the work. He takes a lot of 
pride in what he does, and the 
guys trust him.”

Fain’s game-winner sent 

the Eagles to 2-1 on the year 
while dropping the Tigers to 
0-4. Eastside has now won 
seven straight in the series 
dating back to 2013.

The night ultimately be-
longed to Hoff’s Eagles, but 
second-year head coach Jason 
Dukes had his Tigers rolling 
from the jump.

After winning the coin toss 
and electing to receive, Alco-
vy marched straight down the 
field during its first posses-
sion. The Tigers capped off an 
eight-play drive with a 1-yard 
rushing score from junior 
Tristian Mayweather to go up 

7-0.
They found success on the 

ground again early in the 
second quarter. A drive that 
begin on their own 27-yard 
line ended in the end zone 
when sophomore Joseph Seay 
punched it in from six yards 
out. The Tigers held a 14-0 
advantage with 10:37 to go in 
the half.

Coming off six straight 
losses to their county rival, 
it appeared as if the tide had 
suddenly shifted in Alcovy’s 
favor.

And then Eastside woke up.
The Eagles mounted an 11-

play drive — extended early 
on by a perfectly executed 
fake punt — that resulted in a 
12-yard touchdown run from 
sophomore Kenai Grier. They 
would take that 14-7 deficit 
into the locker room.

Chaos ensued in the second 
half.

Alcovy pushed its lead out 
to 21-7 on a six-yard rushing 
touchdown from sophomore 
quarterback Ashton Evans. 
Two plays later, Eastside 
struck back with a 30-yard 
passing touchdown from 

Taylor Beck | The Covington News
Eagles quarterback Dayton Green winds back to complete a pass downfield Friday night against Alcovy. 
Green’s gutsy performance helped lead Eastside to a thrilling win over its county rival.

Eagles’ last-second field goal seals comeback against Alcovy

 See ESCAPES, B2
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Eastside Eagles 34, Alcovy Tigers 31
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By GARRETT PITTS
Correspondent

SOCIAL CIRCLE, 
Ga. — There was no 
time for the Redskins to 
catch up Friday night as 
the Putnam County of-
fense ran wild for four 
straight quarters.

Social Circle lost to 
the War Eagles by a 
score of 45-0, dropping 
their third game of the 
year while also match-
ing their record four 
games into the 2019 
season.

The War Eagles had 
no trouble moving the 
ball on the opening 
drive of the game, 
using flat routes and 
outside runs to gash the 
Redskins defense early. 
After passing midfield, 
quarterback Gerald Kil-
gore tossed it to half-
back Cedrion Brundage 
who took it 42 yards for 
a long touchdown run 
to put Putnam County 
up early.

On Social Circle’s 
first drive of the game, 
sophomore quarterback 
Logan Cross was not 
missing his targets. 
Cross opened the game 
completing seven of his 
first eight passes, but 
the Redskins eventually 
turned the ball over on 
downs inside of the 10-
yard line.

After a promising 
opening drive on of-
fense for Social Circle 
fell flat, the War Eagles 
took the momentum 
right back. After getting 
Putnum County back 
into the red-zone on a 
big run, Brundage took 
the carry at the goal line 
for the one-yard touch-
down run to extend the 
lead over the Redskins 
14-0.

After a quick three-
and-out, the drive got 
worse for the Redskins 
as the long snapper sent 
the ball over the punt-
er’s head and into the 
back of the end-zone 
for a safety, giving both 
the ball and points to 
the War Eagles.

After once again stop-
ping Social Circle on 
offense, Putnam Coun-
ty capitalized on good 
field position by letting 
Kilgore take the quar-
terback keeper 21-yards 
for the touchdown, ex-
tending the War Eagle 
lead to 22-0.

Before the end of the 
half, the War Eagle’s 
duo converted two 
more rushing touch-
downs as Kilgore and 
Brundage got in for 
scores and gave Put-

nam County the 36-0 
lead over the Redskins 
going into halftime.

Trailing by 36 and 
having the running 
clock looming in the 
second half, it was clear 
that the Redskins would 
need a quick answer 
coming out of the lock-
er room in order to stop 
the high-powered War 
Eagle offense while 
also breaking through 
their stout defense.

Things did not end up 
turning around for the 
Redskins as the third 
quarter got underway. 
On the first play of the 
second half, Cross was 
picked off on the deep 
ball to junior wide out 
KJ Reid.

The War Eagles 
found the end zone for 
the final time of the 

night on the ensuing 
drive, as Brundage 
would find the touch-
down on a 26-yard rush 
to give Putnam County 
the 43-0 lead.

During the fourth 
quarter, another punt 
team miscue bit Social 
Circle as the snap went 
under the punter this 
time and trailed out the 
back of the end zone 
for their second safety 
of the game, giving the 
War Eagles their final 
points of the game.

Social Circle is now 
1-3 after the tough loss, 
and they will look to 
get back in the win col-
umn as they go on the 
road next week to take 
on Oglethorpe County 
on Friday, Oct. 2.

Anthony Banks | The Covington News
Putnam County’s stifling defense held Social Circle scoreless Friday night, handing the Redskins their third loss of 
the season.

Putnam spoils ‘Skins homecoming
Putnam County War Eagles 45, Social Circle Redskins 0
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By STEPHEN MILLIGAN
The Walton Tribune

SOCIAL CIRCLE, 
Ga. — The Social Cir-
cle Redskin stays put.

That’s the message 
from Social Circle 
City Schools, which 
issued a statement 
explaining why the 
traditional Native 
American imagery, 
which has proven con-
troversial especially 
in recent months, will 
remain for the time 
being.

The mascot proved 
a lightning rod for 
conflict in the weeks 
following the an-
nouncement of the 
NFL’s Washington 
Football Team — pre-
viously the Washing-
ton Redskins — to 
abandon its mascot 
after years of protests 
over the term, which 
many in the Native 
American community 
consider a slur.

Similar protests be-
gan to emerge in local 
meetings of the Social 
Circle Board of Educa-
tion, as student, teach-
ers and alumni banded 
together to demand the 
Redskins mascot be 
retired. This, in turn, 
inspired counter-pro-
tests from those who 
defended the mascot as 
traditional and insisted 
it stay right where it is.

“During the last 
three board meetings, 
several individuals 
addressed the board 
regarding our high 
school mascot,” city 
schools Superintendent 
Robbie Hooker said.

“While some speak-
ers have requested that 
we change the mascot 
name, others have 
asked that we maintain 
it. We have listened 
intently and respectful-
ly to both sides.”

Hooker said the 
mascot would remain, 
due in part to budget 
constraints and pan-
demic conditions.

“Our governance 
team believes that our 
main focus right now 
should be on keeping 
our students, staff 

and faculty healthy 
and safe during this 
pandemic,” Hooker 
said. “In addition, this 
pandemic has caused 
significant budget 
issues. The cost of 
changing our mascot 
at this time is simply 
cost-prohibitive.”

Hooker also said the 
issue did not seem to 
be of concern to many 
in the community, as 
the controversy had 
not emerged in recent 
discussions of future 
needs for the system.

“We recently com-
pleted an in-depth stra-
tegic planning process 
garnering input from 
stakeholders — par-
ents, students, staff and 
community members 
— representing all 
areas of our commu-
nity,” Hooker said. 
“During the develop-
ment of the five-year 
strategic plan, this is-
sue was not identified 
as being something 
that needed to be ad-
dressed. Therefore, at 
this time there will be 
no change as it relates 
to our mascot.”

Ultimately, Hook-
er said the issue was 
just not a significant 
concern in the shadow 
of COVID-19, which 
weighs heavily on 
school decisions at all 
times at the moment.

“We are proud of the 
high level of student 
and staff participation 
in mask-wearing and 
robust protocols in 
our school system to 
mitigate the spread of 
disease,” Hooker said.

“Please continue 
to wear masks when 
social distancing is not 
possible, stay home 
when you are sick and 
sanitize your hands 
regularly.

“We aim to remain 
open for face to face 
instruction and need 
your continued sup-
port. We are thankful 
to serve in such a 
caring community and 
appreciate your sup-
port for our students 
and staff.”

File | The Walton Tribune
After much debate, Social Circle City Schools will 
retain its Redskin mascot.

Redskin stays

Taylor Beck | The Covington News
Alcovy’s Joseph Seay (30) races to the end zone in the second quarter to 
put the Tigers up 14-0 over the Eastside Eagles on Friday night.

ESCAPES:
Continued from B1

Anthony Banks | The Covington News
Senior Tara Poole was crowned Social Circle’s 2020 Homecoming Queen on Friday. Tara 
is the daughter of Ben and Lisa Poole. She is a dual enrollment student with plans to 
attend Georgia College and State University after graduation. Kurtis Cates was crowned 
Social Circle’s 2020 Homecoming King.

Social Circle Homecoming Queen

senior Dayton Green to junior Ra-
mon Hernandez.

The teams later found themselves 
tied at 24 before Evans connected 
with junior Jamel Johnson, who 
skirted his way to the end zone be-
fore diving at the pylon for a 58-yard 
touchdown. Fittingly, the Eagles 
came right back with a score of their 
own as Green hit junior Cole Shan-
non for a 23-yard touchdown with 
1:14 left in regulation.

Eastside will look to carry this mo-
mentum into its road matchup against 
Johnson (Gainesville) next Friday, 
Oct. 2. Alcovy, meanwhile, will take 
a week off before looking for win 
No. 1 at South Forsyth on Oct. 9.



By ERIC W. BOLIN
The Associated Press

FAYETTEVILLE, 
Ark. — A nearly 
month-long postpone-
ment to the start of 
college football in the 
Southeastern Confer-
ence may feel different, 
but it won’t look much 
different.

Georgia, as has it has 
been for much of the 
last decade or so, is 
projected to finish near 
the top of one of the 
best conferences. Ar-
kansas, has it has been 
for much of the last few 
years, is predicted to 
finish near the bottom. 
The two will open their 
seasons against each 
other Saturday.

The Bulldogs are No. 
4 in the nation. The Ra-
zorbacks are not any-
where near that, having 
not beaten a fellow 
SEC member since Oc-
tober 2017 (Ole Miss). 
Georgia has hopes of a 
championship. Arkan-
sas has hopes to win a 
game.

Their mutual com-
monality is Arkansas 
coach Sam Pittman. An 
offensive line coach 
with the Razorbacks 
from 2013 to 2015, 
Pittman left to take 
the same job at Geor-
gia and was hired last 
December to run things 
at Arkansas after Chad 
Morris was fired.

Pittman and his old 
boss, Georgia coach 
Kirby Smart, remain 
close.

“Going against a very 
good friend of mine in 
coach Sam Pittman, 
who did just an unbe-
lievable job while he 

was here,” Smart said. 
“I know he always had 
a special place in his 
heart for Arkansas, and 
he got this opportunity 
to go back.”

As expected for a 
team seemingly in a 
neverending rebuild, 
the roster is light at Ar-
kansas. Smart doesn’t 
have that issue and, in 
fact, has multiple op-
tions at quarterback.

Southern California 
transfer J.T. Daniels 
was expected to take a 
majority of the snaps 
this season, but an 
injury has kept him 
limited. D’Wan Mathis, 
a carryover from last 
year’s team, has shined 
in the preseason and 
may provide Smart 
and the Bulldogs with 
a two-man look in the 
opener.

Arkansas is hoping its 
quarterback problems 
have subsided after 15 
interceptions and two 
fumbles at the position 
a year ago. Former 
Florida quarterback 
Feliepe Franks’ primary 
directive from Pittman 
has been ball security.

“I think he has more 
confidence in his wide-
outs that they’re going 
to run the proper depth, 
make the break at the 
proper time,” Pittman 
said. “He’s throwing 
the ball very well right 
now.”

As for the friendship 
and familiarity between 
Pittman and Smart, it is 
a talking point before 
the game and little else.

“They’re doing the 
best job they can to 
prepare their team and 
we’re doing the best 

job we can to prepare 
ours,” Smart said. “It 
usually boils down to 
what the players do on 
the grass, not what we 
do as coaches.”

OLD FRIEND, 
NEW FOE

Pittman left Geor-
gia on positive terms. 
Having coached col-
lege football full-time 
since 1991, 2020 is the 
first year he has had an 
opportunity to have full 
control of a program as 
head coach.

Smart holds no 
grudges for a live-it, 
breath-it football guy 
like his former offen-
sive line coach.

“He helped build the 
foundation of what we 
have now,” Smart said.

ONE-SIDED
Georgia has dominat-

ed the series with Ar-
kansas since the Razor-
backs joined the SEC 
in 1992, winning eight 

of 10 matchups and 
the last loss coming in 
2010. Saturday’s game 
will be the first meeting 
between the Eastern 
Division Bulldogs and 
Western Division Ra-
zorbacks since 2014.

STRENGTH vs 
STRENGTH

Arkansas will rely 
heavily on Rakeem 
Boyd, who ran for 
1,133 yards for an 
offense that was ranked 
13th in the 14-team 
SEC. The Bulldogs 
may not have much 
issue with that. Georgia 
led not only the SEC, 
but all of FBS, last year 
in rushing defense, 
allowing just 74.6 yards 
per game on the ground 
and the Bulldogs had 
eight players named to 
the various preseason 
All-SEC teams.

SO CLOSE, 
YET SO FAR

Georgia has been 

ranked in the preseason 
Top 25 each of the last 
10 years. The Bulldogs 
have finished a season 
in the top 10 five of 
those years. Only once, 
however, has Georgia 
made a College Foot-
ball Playoff. Arkansas 
is by far the easiest ear-
ly-season opponent this 
year as the Bulldogs’ 
next five opponents are 
all currently ranked in 
the Top 25, including 
three in the top 10.

FOOTBALL IN A 
PANDEMIC

Capacity at Donald 
W. Reynolds Razor-
back Stadium, which 
can normally hold up-
wards of 76,000 spec-
tators, will be limited to 
about 16,000. Pre- and 
post-game tailgating, 
a common Saturday 
tradition, is also not 
permitted on campus, 
per state guidelines.
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BULLDOGSExtra
Sept. 26

@ Arkansas
Oct. 24

@ Kentucky
Nov. 21

Mississippi State
Oct. 10

Tennessee
Nov. 14
Missouri

Dec. 5
Vanderbilt

Oct. 3
Auburn

Nov. 7
Florida

Nov. 28
@ South Carolina

Oct. 17
@ Alabama

Dec. 19
SEC Championship

University of Georgia Athletics
Georgia receiver George Pickens (1) stretches the football across the pylon for a touch-
down against Baylor in the Sugar Bowl last season. Pickens and the Bulldogs kick off 
their 2020 campaign against SEC rival Arkansas on Saturday with much higher goals in 
mind than another Sugar Bowl victory.

The Matchup
Who: No. 4 Georgia 

(0-0) vs. Arkansas (0-0)
When: Saturday, Sept. 
16; 4 p.m. ET kickoff
Where: Razorback 

Stadium, Fayetteville, 
Arkansas

Watch: SEC Network
Listen: Georgia 

Bulldogs Sports Net-
work (IMG)

Quick Facts 
The Bulldogs are 
96-27-3 in season 

openers including 20 
of their past 23. 
Georgia is 4-0 in 

season openers under 
Kirby Smart. Last year, 
the Bulldogs defeated 

Vanderbilt 30-6 in 
Nashville, Tennessee, 

to open the 2019 
season.

Dawgs are 
ready to ball
No. 4 Georgia opens season at Arkansas

SEC football opens minus big crowds, tailgating, some stars
By JOHN ZENOR

The Associated Press

Southeastern Conference foot-
ball games won’t have their normal 
scenes of packed stadiums and party-
ing tailgaters.

Gone, too, are some of the league’s 
best players, including LSU wide re-
ceiver Ja’Marr Chase and much-an-
ticipated new Georgia quarterback 
Jamie Newman. In the season of 
COVID-19, SEC teams finally open 
their 10-game league only schedule 
on Saturday.

It mixes excitement with a healthy 
dose of uncertainty. How many 
games will be canceled or post-
poned? Which teams can avoid being 
decimated by positive tests at a cer-
tain position or losing their starting 
quarterback?

Even SEC Commissioner Greg 
Sankey said Wednesday: “I still am 
in the hold my breath moment a bit.”

So are coaches. Players are still 
opting out leading up to the first 
games, including Vanderbilt line-
backer Feleti Afemui and Texas 
A&M linebacker Anthony Hines III.

Sankey, meanwhile, does have a 
new definition of what qualifies as a 
successful season.

“Being in Atlanta on Dec. 19 nam-
ing a conference champion, I would 
define that as a success,” he said.

Most SEC coaches are playing 
it close to the vest in identifying 
players who will miss the game 
because of COVID-19, if they have 
any. Their silence is as much about a 
competitive edge as players’ privacy.

As Florida coach Dan Mullen said: 
“You’ll find out Saturday.”

The situations could be fluid, with 
testing continuing during the week. 
Alabama’s coach, Nick Saban, said 
Monday there weren’t any players 
for the second-ranked Crimson Tide 
out for the game with COVID-relat-
ed issues.

“But we’re testing every day so 
that’s kind of an ongoing process as 
to how that goes,” Saban said.

No. 8 Auburn had a half-dozen 
players returning from quarantine on 
Tuesday, coach Gus Malzahn said.

Aside from which players will be 
available, another adjustment will be 
the mostly empty stadiums.

Most teams are allowing 20-25% 
capacity at games, though Vanderbilt 
won’t have fans through at least Oc-
tober. There’s also no tailgating on 
campus, or band performances.

There’s no way to measure the 
impact of COVID-19 will have on 
this weekend, much less for the 
season. But there have already been 
some winners and losers with play-
ers opting out, creating unexpected 
challenges for teams.

— Texas A&M has had at least 
five players opt out, including lead-
ing receiver Jhamon Ausbon, who 
had 66 catches for 872 yards last 
season. Hines, the No. 2 tackler last 
season, just announced his decision 
on Sunday. Wide receiver Camron 
Buckley is also out for the season 
with a knee injury. Also sitting out is 
projected starting cornerback Elijah 
Blades, along with backup quarter-
back James Foster and safety Derrick 
Tucker.

— Losing Chase was a big blow 
for an LSU team already replacing 
Heisman Trophy-winning quarter-
back Joe Burrows. Chase set SEC re-
cords with 1,780 receiving yards and 
20 touchdowns en route to winning 
the Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s 
top receiver. Safety Kary Vincent 
(47 tackles, four interceptions) and 
standout defensive tackle Tyler Shel-
vin are also opting out.

Coach Ed Orgeron is hoping his 

team is largely in the clear for much 
of the season because “ most of our 
players have caught it.” He said 
those players who have recovered 
from COVID-19 don’t have to be 
tested again for 90 days under SEC 
protocols.

— Georgia might be just fine 
without Newman, especially with 
former USC starter JT Daniels eli-
gible for the season and joining the 
competition with D’wan Mathis. But 
it’s still a blow for a team that must 
replace Jake Fromm. Plus, as of late 
Wednesday morning, coach Kirby 
Smart said Daniels has “not been 
medically cleared” to play while re-
covering from an injury last season.

—Fans and tailgating traditions 
are taking a big hit, too. With mostly 
empty stadiums and no pre-game 
walks through cheering fans. Even 
The Grove at Mississippi will be 
closed for tailgating and the Walk of 
Champions.

Vandy center Grant Miller said it’s 
not altogether new, comparing losing 
those players to teammates suddenly 
going down with injuries.

“You just have to have a next man 
up type of mentality,” Miller said.



By PAUL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Let’s 
see if the Atlanta 
Falcons can put an-
other nightmarish loss 
behind them.

The team that infa-
mously squandered 
a 28-3 advantage in 
the 2017 Super Bowl 
suffered an improbable 
defeat in Week 2 of this 
NFL season, blowing 
a 20-point lead to the 
Dallas Cowboys and 
giving up an onside 
kick that set up a 
game-winning field 
goal on the final play.

The 40-39 stunner 
turned up the heat on 
coach Dan Quinn, 
especially when owner 
Arthur Blank said it 
looked as though the 
Falcons (0-2) didn’t 
know the onside kick 
rules.

Quinn urged his team 
to turn its attention to 
Sunday’s game against 
the Chicago Bears 
(2-0), but he conceded 
that it wouldn’t be easy 
to get over such a dis-
appointing outcome.

“You have to rec-
ognize the emotion,” 
Quinn said. “Yeah, 
you’re (ticked). We 
have to put it into 
another space, but it’s 
important to acknowl-
edge why you’re so 

(ticked). That’s the life 
of a competitor. It’s 
hard, but you have to 
get past mad, you have 
to get past frustrated if 
you’re going to have 
the season you want.”

The Bears have 
a shot at their first 
3-0 start since 2013, 
though they’ve hardly 
dazzled in their first 
two games.

In Week 1, Chicago 
rallied from 17 points 
down to beat the De-
troit Lions 27-23. Last 
weekend, the Bears 
nearly blew a 17-point 
lead of their own, 
hanging on for a 17-13 
win over the New York 
Giants.

“You’re always hap-
py about the win, but 
not too happy because 

we haven’t played a 
full game together,” 
Bears quarterback 
Mitchell Trubisky 
said. “We know what 
we’re capable of if we 
do play four quarters, 
so that’s gotta be the 
goal.”

The Falcons would 
like to second that 
sentiment.

They appeared to 

be cruising at Dallas, 
taking advantage of 
three early turnovers 
on the way to a 29-10 
halftime lead.

Even after the 
Cowboys rallied, the 
Falcons were up 39-
24 with 5 minutes to 
go. But the defense 
couldn’t hold, giving 
up a pair of touch-
downs that gave Dallas 
hope. Even then, the 
Cowboys had to pull 
off an onside kick — a 
real longshot given 
rule changes that were 
designed to improve 
player safety.

The Falcons backed 
away from the spinning 
ball, simply watching 
until it had carried 10 
yards. That allowed the 
Cowboys to make the 
recovery and win the 
game, turning Atlanta 
into the sort of nation-
al laughingstock that 
brought back memo-
ries of the Super Bowl 
meltdown.

Quinn insisted that 
his players understood 
the rules, but were 
simply befuddled by 
the strange kick.

“Arthur and I can 
disagree on how we 
talk about it, but what 
we 100% agree on is 
that it shouldn’t have 
happened,” the coach 
said. “We’ve got to 
work to make sure it 
doesn’t happen again.”
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FALCONS Extra
2020 FALCONS

SCHEDULE
9/13 

Seattle — 25-38, L

9/20
@ Dallas — 39-40, L

9/27
Chicago, 1 p.m.

10/5
@ Green Bay, 1 p.m.

10/11
Carolina, 1 p.m.

10/18
@ Minnesota, 1 p.m.

10/25
Detroit, 1 p.m.

10/29
@ Carolina, 8:20 p.m.

11/8
Denver, 1 p.m.

11/22
@ New Orleans, 1 p.m.

11/29
Las Vegas, 1 p.m.

12/6
New Orleans, 1 p.m.

12/13
@ LA Chargers, 4:25 p.m.

12/20
Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.

12/27
@ Kansas City, 1 p.m.

1/3/21
@ Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.

Note: Schedule is subject to change.

Associated Press
Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan (2) looks to hand off the football to running back 
Todd Gurley II (21) against the Dallas Cowboys on Sunday, Sept. 20. Atlanta gave up 
a 20-point lead and lost the game in heart-breaking fashion, 40-39. The Dirty Birds 
look to bounce back and pick up their first win of the season as they host the Chicago 
Bears (2-0) this Sunday.

Atlanta faces Bears after nightmarish loss
Falcons still vying 

for first win of 
2020 season

  WHEN: Sunday, Sept. 27, at 1 p.m.  •   WHERE: Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Atlanta   •   WATCH: FOX 5 Atlanta, WAGA-TV   •   LISTEN: 92.9 FM, The Game
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