
By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

OXFORD, Ga. — One of Geor-
gia’s first fire stations built with a 
decontamination area designed to 
lower firefighters’ cancer risk offi-
cially opened for business Thursday, 
June 24, in north Newton County.

Newton County elected officials, 
staff members and Newton County 
Fire Service firefighters and admin-
istrators participated in a ceremonial 
“hose drop” — the equivalent of a 
ribbon cutting — to officially open 
the new Fire Station No. 8 in Ox-
ford.

The $2.7 million facility at 2345 
Gum Creek Road will serve a part 
of unincorporated Newton County 
roughly between Gum Creek Road 
on the south and the Walton County 
line on the north.

Fire Chief Mike Conner said the 
station was “kind of a concept” that 
was the product of a building com-
mittee of firefighters and elected 
officials.

“This station has kind of a cancer 
initiative that we tried to implement 
into this station,” Conner said.

He noted studies have found 
firefighters have a much higher rate 
of cancer than the overall popula-

tion because of the often hazardous 
materials with which they come in 
contact when fighting fires.

“It’s because of our jobs,” Conner 
said. 

The decontamination process in 
the new station begins when fire-
fighters return from a fire and leave 
their equipment outside for cleaning, 
said Jeff Prine, the county’s project 
manager.

Firefighters then enter the decon-

tamination unit — located off the 
truck bay — and clean and wash 
their personal equipment, such as 
their suit, in a room before shower-
ing in a separate area.

This prevents them from entering 
the living space covered with any 
contaminants that can spread to 
other firefighters. 

“It sounds simple but it takes a lot 

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — The coun-
ty’s interim coroner says he already 
had experienced one hazard of the 
job to which he returned in late May.

Interim Coro-
ner Tommy Davis 
showed off a brace on 
his wrist as he spoke 
during a meeting of 
the Newton County 
Republican Party 
Tuesday.

“I got called down 
to the woods to do 
some coroner work, 
tripped, fell and cracked my hand,” 
Davis said. 

State law requires a coroner to be 
notified about deaths that occur as 
a result of such factors as violence 
or suicide, sudden death when in 
apparent good health, and death in 
any suspicious or unusual manner, 
especially those 16 years of age and 
under.

Davis has served in the position 
since May 26 when he was appointed 
to fill the vacancy left by the resigna-
tion of Dorothea Bailey-Butts.

A Covington funeral home owner, 
Davis served three terms as coroner 
before losing a reelection bid to Bai-
ley-Butts in November 2020.

Bailey-Butts resigned May 26 after 
almost five months in office. She 
said a number of factors affected her 
decision, including a threatened lack 
of cooperation from other county 
first-responders and outdated views 
of her competency because she is 
Black.

Probate Judge Melanie Bell issued 
an order the same day as Bai-
ley-Butts’ resignation and appointed 
Davis to fill the vacancy.

Davis said Bell conferred with Pro-
bate Court judges statewide before 
issuing the order.

“This is not something that she 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — The 
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion has identified the suspect 
killed in an officer-involved 
shooting Tuesday night in 
south Newton County.

Alexander Matthew 
Collins, 27, of Covington, 

was shot 
and killed 
by a New-
ton County 
sheriff’s 
deputy after 
reportedly 
pulling out a 
handgun and 
wounding a 

deputy at a residence in the 
3400 block of Georgia Hwy. 
162.

Newton County Sheriff’s 
Office spokesperson Cait-
lin Jett said deputies were 
initially called to the home 
in the Rocky Plains area in 
relation to a wanted person 
case. 

Collins had outstanding 
warrants for aggravated 
assault, false imprisonment, 
and pointing a gun at another 
person, the GBI stated in a 
news release.

Jett said when deputies 
arrived at 5:44 p.m., the 
suspect barricaded himself 
inside the house.

“Collins was located inside 
the residence while depu-
ties negotiated with him to 
surrender. The NCSO SWAT 
Team was also deployed 
during the standoff,” the GBI 
release stated.

After deputies were able 
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His Word
Repent ye therefore, 

and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the 
Lord.

Acts 3:19, KJV
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Davis speaks 
to Newton 

Republicans
Opens up on return to 
coroner’s office, cloudy 

future of position
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SUSPECT KILLED, DEPUTY WOUNDED
GBI called on to investigate Newton County officer-involved shooting at Hwy. 162 residence

Alexander
Collins

Tommy
Davis

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News
Firefighters join Newton County Fire Service administrators and county government officials and elected and former elected lead-
ers in a ceremonial “hose drop” to officially open the new Fire Station No. 8 in Oxford Thursday, June 24.

Officials celebrate opening of state’s first fire station with decontamination unit

Hose drops at Station No. 8

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News
Deputy Chief of Operations Darriel Mosley of Newton County Fire Service explains the 
workings of the decontamination area of the new Fire Station No. 8 after a ceremony 
officially opening the station on Gum Creek Road in Oxford.
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Hoyt Peder Oliver
Hoyt Peder Oliver, 

85, died at home in 
Oxford on June 15, 
2021.  He was preceded 
in death by parents The 
Reverend Young Allen 
Oliver and Selma Ped-
erson Oliver, and sister 
Linda Oliver Long.  He 
is survived by his wife 
of 57 years, LaTrelle 
(Blackburn), children 
Laurie and Erik, and 
grandsons Lucas, Si-
mon, and Arthur.  

Hoyt was best known 
as a professor at Ox-
ford College of Emory 
University, where he 

expand-
ed the 
minds 
of thou-
sands of 
students 
through 
courses 
in phi-
losophy, 
sociol-
ogy, and religion for 
40 years.  However, he 
was also an avid gar-
dener who shared gen-
erously, an outdoors-
man who instilled that 
love in his children and 
grandchildren, a talent-
ed cook who nourished 

family and guests, a 
masterful woodworker 
who “released” beauti-
ful sculptures, a vocal-
ist who sang with his 
church choir for nearly 
60 years, a calming 
counselor for cou-
ples he was to join in 
matrimony, a servant of 
the community through 
many civic endeavors, 
a true partner in lead-
ership, an infamous 
humorist, a mentor, and 
a visionary.  

As children of Meth-
odist ministers, both 
Hoyt and LaTrelle had 
moved every few years; 

hence they sought to 
put down deep roots in 
one special community, 
Oxford.  Hoyt’s path 
was like a Möbius strip 
in that his post second-
ary academic studies 
and career began and 
ended with Emory.  In 
addition to a certificate 
(AA) from “Emory 
at Oxford” and a BA 
(philosophy) from 
Emory, Hoyt completed 
a Bachelor of Sacred 
Theology from Boston 
University and a PhD 
in Religion in Higher 
Education from Yale 
University.  For three 

years between Emory 
and Boston, he served 
with the Methodist 
Board of Global Min-
istries as a short term 
missionary in Seoul, 
Korea.  An Eagle Scout 
himself, he led a Boy 
Scout troop there and 
taught English in two 
schools.  He became 
The Reverend Doctor 
through ordination 
into the ministry of the 
Methodist Church in 
1962 and returned to 
Oxford to join the fac-
ulty of Oxford College 
in 1966. 

A celebration of his 

life will be held Satur-
day, July 17, 2021, at 2 
p.m., at Allen Memo-
rial United Methodist 
Church, 803 Whatcoat 
Street, Oxford.  In lieu 
of flowers, gifts in his 
memory may be made 
to Allen Memorial 
UMC, PO Box 117, 
Oxford, GA 30054, 
or Oxford College 
of Emory University 
Scholarship Fund, 801 
Emory Street, Oxford, 
GA 30054.  

Rejoice, smile, and 
laugh, for as he would 
say, “I’ve gone OHM.”

Pamela J. Britton
Caldwell & Cowan 

Funeral Home
Pamela J. Britton, 

of Covington, passed 
away Tuesday, June 
22, 2021, at the age of 
66. Kindhearted and pa-
tient, Mrs. Britton loved 
her family dearly - es-
pecially her nieces who 
she shared a special 
bond with and would 
do anything for. She 
enjoyed traveling and 
spending time at the 
beach with those she 
cherished most, playing 

boardgames and read-
ing. Mrs. Britton was 
preceded in death by 
her father, Bobby Gene 
Grizzle.

Survivors include 
her loving husband of 
28 years, Alan Britton; 
mother, Joann (Boyd) 
Grizzle; sisters, Gina 
Turner (John), Lisa 
Payne (Kelly); sis-
ters-in-law, Bevie Jo 
Marquardt (Dennis), 
Melody Fink (Russell); 
nieces, Jennifer Turner, 
Joanna Sims (Chris-
tian), Julia Turner, Jesse 

Turner, Erin Eichorn, 
Stacy Werly, Crystal 
King; nephews, Corey 
Payne (Brianna), Jeff 
Fink, Jeremy Mar-
quardt; and great-niec-
es, Emmy Sims, Char-
lie June Sims. 

A Memorial Service 
for Mrs. Britton was 
held Friday, June 25, 
2021, 11 a.m., at the 
Chapel of Caldwell & 
Cowan, 1215 Access 
Road, in Covington, 
with Pastor Drew 
Sewell officiating. 

Governor Brian 

Kemp’s latest executive 
order has eliminated re-
strictions on large gath-
erings; however, CDC 
guidelines recommend 
social distancing (6 feet 
apart) and wearing of 
masks while in public.  
Caldwell & Cowan 
Funeral Home requests 
that you observe these 
recommendations while 
in our funeral home at-
tending visitations and/
or services. 

Visit caldwelland-
cowan.com to place 
online condolences.

Kenneth George 
Cochran

Kenneth George 
Cochran, age 70, of 

Monticello, former 
resident of Oxford, 
suffered a massive 
heart attack and was 

discovered deceased, 
June 11, 2021.  He was 
born Nov. 4, 1950 in 
Porterdale to George 
Thomas Cochran and 
Cleo Bell Cochran who 
have preceded him in 
death as well as sisters 
Joyce Thacker & Mar-
tha Cordero.  Kenneth 
worked for Cleary Pest 

Con-
trol for 
many 
years, 
retiring 
from 
Lake-
side 
Pest 
Control 
in Jack-

son in 2014.  Kenneth 
enjoyed fishing, hunt-
ing, coin collecting and 
frequenting the local 
Waffle House to have a 
cup of coffee. 

Mr. Cochran is sur-
vived by his daughter 
and son in law, Billy & 
Lisa Cowan of Coving-
ton, his grandchildren 

Brett & Lacey Brackett, 
Savannah Johnson, 
Scout, Stone & Silas 
Cowan of Covington, 
his sister and brother in 
law,  Perry & Shirley 
Wilson of Conyers, 
brother, Randy Cochran 
of Florida along with 
numerous other family 
members.

Kara Nicole 
Massey Baker
Daves-Culbertson 

Funeral Home
Kara Nicole Massey Baker of 

Hillsboro, Tennessee, passed this 
life in an automobile accident on 
Sunday, June 20, 2021 at the age 
of 30. The family will receive 
friends at Daves-Culbertson Fu-
neral Home on Friday, June 25, 
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Graveside 
Services will immediately fol-
low at Prairie Plains Methodist 
Church Cemetery in Hillsboro.

Kara, a native of Atlanta, was 
the daughter of Ronnie Massey 
and Angela Kersey.  Kara was 
a very loving and thoughtful per-
son. At the age of 20, she donat-
ed a kidney to a family friend. 
She and her husband, Luke had 
recently relocated from Georgia 

to the Hillsboro area and were 
expecting their first child, Lily. 
She was very excited about 
being a mother.  Kara and Luke 
had a special relationship and 
she often referred to him as “Her 
Person”.  She enjoyed garden-
ing, reading and playing the 
piano.  She loved music and had 
a lovely voice. She loved her 
dogs, Chewy, Timber and Hank 
and her cat, Pumpkin.

Kara was preceded in death by 
her grandfather, Bobby Craw-
ford and her grandfather-in-law, 
Curtis Baker.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Luke Baker of Hillsboro; 
father, Ronnie Massey (Ashlie) 
of Covington; mother, Angela 
Kersey of Jesup; Grandmother, 
Loretta Crawford of Nahunta; 
In-laws, Steve and Betsy Baker 

of Covington; grandmother-in-
law, Susan Mitchell of Coving-
ton; sisters, Hayli Massey and 
Oliyvia Monteagudo, both of 
Athens, and Anyka and Cadyn 
Massey, both of Covington; 
brother-in-law, Matthew Baker 
(Emily) of Athens, and numer-
ous aunts, uncles and cousins.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
has requested that memorial do-
nations be made to the American 
Kidney Fund, 11921 Rockville 
Pike, Suite 300, Rockville, MD 
20852 or the Michael J. Fox 
Foundation, P O Box 5014, Hag-
erstown, MD  21741.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.davesculbertson-
funeralhome.com.

Daves-Culbertson Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Jeffrey Lynn Leach
Caldwell & Cowan 

Funeral Home
Jeffrey Lynn Leach, of Social 

Circle, passed away Monday, 
June 21, 2021, at the age of 69. 
Mr. Leach grew up in Quincy, 
Illinois and for the last 20 years, 
was a resident of Social Circle, 
Georgia, and a member of Eas-
tridge Community Church. He 

graduated from Missouri Baptist 
College earning his Bachelor’s 
in History before graduating 
from Covenant Presbyterian 
Seminary where he got his Mas-
ter’s in Divinity. Mr. Leach was 
preceded in death by his parents, 
William Orville and Frances 
Maxine (Wallace) Leach. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Karen Leach; daughters, Sara 

Leach, Patricia Leach; sons, 
Shawn Leach, Jeffrey Leach 
(Amelia); grandchildren, Khloe 
Leach, Landon Leach, Noah 
Crutchfield; brother, William 
“Bud” Leach (June) of St. Louis; 
as well as numerous friends.

A Memorial Service for Mr. 
Leach will be held at a later date. 

Visit caldwellandcowan.com 
to place online condolences.

Hoyt P. 
Oliver
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Kenneth George 
Cochran
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· Primary or Secondary Home

· Very Competitive Rates
· No Closing Costs 
 (Restrictions May Apply)**
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to get the suspect out of the home, Jett said 
that’s when shots were exchanged.

The GBI confirmed that around 8:27 p.m., 
Collins came out of the house and the SWAT 
Team tried to take him into custody. Collins 
then pulled out a handgun and fired at depu-
ties, injuring one. One deputy returned fire, 
striking Collins. 

“Our officer was wounded, and the suspect 
was pronounced deceased by the coroner,” Jett 
said.

The deputy was transported to an Atlanta 
hospital for treatment. The severity of the dep-
uty’s wound or wounds was not released. The 
deputy’s identity was not disclosed.

“It is a tragic incident,” Jett said. “[The sus-
pect] was a resident of this community, so our 
hearts do go out to his family, regardless of the 
situation.

“And on behalf of Sheriff Ezell Brown, we 
do want to extend our hearts to the officer who 
is at the hospital right now and wish him a 
speedy recovery,” she said Tuesday night.

Wednesday morning, Jett said, the officer 
was released from the hospital and “doing 
well.”

Jett said the GBI was notified of the offi-
cer-involved shooting and has since taken over 
the investigation.

The GBI Medical Examiner’s Office in De-
catur will perform an autopsy on Collins, the 
state agency reported. It will complete an 
independent investigation and turn over its 
findings to the Alcovy Judicial Circuit District 
Attorney’s office for review, the agency stated.

News Editor Tom Spigolon contributed to 
this report.

Saturday-Sunday, June 26-27, 2021 | A3News

Starting July 5, 2021, at 12:00 am, Covington Housing Authority will be accepting 
pre-applications for 0,1,2,3, 4, and 5 bedroom units until further notice. 

You must apply online. No hand-delivered hard copies, faxed, emailed, or mailed 
applications will be accepted. To apply, please go to www.covha.com and select 
apply for housing. Each family may only submit one pre-application, duplicates will not 
be accepted. Please note that we may suspend accepting applications at any time.  

Applicant must be at least 18 years of age at the time of submission of the 
pre-application. 

Selected applicants will be placed on the waiting list by date and time the application 
is received, weighed by order of preferences.

Request for reasonable accommodation: Applicants requiring special 
accommodation may contact COVHA by phone (770)786-7739 or you may email 
ejones@covha.com.

This is an Equal Housing Opportunity open to all persons, regardless of race, 
color, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or national origin.

The Covington Housing Authority provides safe, well-maintained,  
energy efficient, quality housing. 

www.covha.com

We are an EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY Authority.  The Covington Housing Authority does not discriminate 
on the basis of handicapped status in the admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its federally 
assisted programs or activities.
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Suite D

Covington, GA
770-787-8400

Buying or 
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Tami Moody, 
Broker 

404-732-8228
Your Vision is 
Our Mission.

REPORT OF HIGHWAY 278  
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT

DISTRICT OF PROPOSED  
MILLAGE RATE

In compliance with O.C.G.A. §48-5, the Highway 278 Community 
Improvement District (“CID”) reports that at its meeting on July 8, 2021, 
beginning at 12:00 Noon at the Center for Preservation and Planning, 
2104 Washington Street, S.W., Covington, Georgia 30014, the CID Board 
of Directors will vote upon a proposal to levy an ad valorem taxation 
rate of 5 mills, and will set its millage rate for the lawful purposes of the 
District for the current calendar year.  Set forth below are the assessed 
taxable values of the properties subject to taxes for the current year 
and immediately preceding 4 calendar years, the total dollar amount 
of ad valorem taxes proposed to be levied for the current year and 
levied in the immediately preceding 4 calendar years, as well as the 
percentage and total dollar increases or decreases with respect to the 
immediately preceding calendar year.  All property levied upon is real 
property.  Because this CID was created 4 years ago, there are only 4 
preceding years of CID assessed taxable values, taxes, and changes to 
report.  The millage rate each year has been 5 mills.   

 Assessed Value Taxes Levied % Change $ Change
2017 $30,687,216 $153,436 100% $153,436

2018 $31,503,440 $157,517 3% $4,081

2019 $32,884,424 $164,422 4% $6,905

2020 $36,413,184 $182,066 11% $17,644

2021 $37,481,314 $187,406 3% $5,340
Proposed

 J. Lynn Rainey – State Bar No. 592350
358 Roswell Street, Suite 1130

Marietta, Georgia 30060 – (770) 421-6040
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did on her own,” Davis 
said. 

Bailey-Butts’ term 
was to end on Dec. 31, 
2024. Bell’s order cited 
Georgia law in stating 
that Davis will “fill 
the vacancy and serve 
out the unexpired term 
of office of Dorothea 
Bailey-Butts until his 
successor shall be duly 
elected and qualified.”

“(Bell’s order) means 
to me three and a half 
years in office,” Davis 
said.

Georgia law concern-
ing a “vacancy” in the 
office of coroner states, 
“In the event a vacancy 
occurs in the office of 
coroner, the judge of 
the probate court shall 
appoint a person to 
serve out the unexpired 
term of office and until 
his successor shall be 
duly elected and quali-
fied.”

Davis said he did not 
like the way a resig-
nation led him to be 
returned to the office. “I 
hate the way it hap-
pened,” he said.

He also said he hated 
“everything about the 
way that it went down,” 
including Bailey-Butts 
feeling the need to 
resign from the office 
rather than completing 
a full term.

But Davis said he 
was “proud to be 

serving Newton County 
again” after being the 
Newton County coro-
ner from 2009 to 2020. 

He said he told Coun-
ty Chairman Marcello 
Banes and County 
Manager Lloyd Kerr 
that he would “pick up 
back where I was” to 
continue his previous 
work as coroner “with 
compassion and integ-
rity and doing the right 
thing when sometimes 
it’s very difficult to do.”

Davis also said he 
was “ready to face the 
challenge” if county 
government officials 
decide to call a spe-
cial election to elect 
someone to serve the 
remainder of the term. 

“I don’t know what’s 
going to happen in 
the next few months,” 
Davis said.

County officials said 
after Bailey-Butts’ 
resignation that a 
special election would 
be called between 120 
and 365 days from May 
28, 2021 — or between 
Sept. 25, 2021, and 
May 28, 2022.

Georgia law states 
that a special election 
should be called, “If an 
election fails to fill the 
office of coroner.” 

It says if a special 
election is called in an 
odd-numbered year, 
such as 2021, dates for 

the election remaining 
this year include the 
third Tuesday in Sep-
tember or the Tuesday 
after the first Monday 
in November. In 2021, 
those dates would be 
Sept. 21 and Nov. 2.

Davis said after the 
Tuesday meeting he 
had not decided if he 
would be a candidate in 
a special election if one 
is called.

However, he told the 
audience Tuesday night 
that if a special election 
is called he would “face 
that challenge” like 
others “with a smile on 
our face.”

He also told audience 
members he hoped no 
special election would 
be called because it 
would be an extra cost 
to the county.

Gabriel M. White, 
who lost to Bai-
ley-Butts in 2020 for 
the Democratic nom-
ination, announced 
recently he planned 
to run for coroner in a 
special election.

Newton County offi-
cials had not comment-
ed on the status of a call 
for a special election as 
of noon Friday.

County Board of 
Elections Chairman 
Phil Johnson said on 
Wednesday, June 23, 
the county had not sent 
the board any notices 

about beginning the 
process of organizing 
an election.

Johnson added that 
state law specifies dates 
for conducting special 
elections. A county-
wide special election 
this year would strain 
the elections office’s 
resources because it 
will also be conducting 
municipal elections 
around the same time, 
including a three-week 

advance voting period, 
he said.

STATION:
Continued from A1

KILLED:
Continued from A1

of effort and design to get to that 
point,” said Prine.

The contaminants can include 
any number of cancer-causing 
agents found within more than 
100 chemicals released when 
materials burn, as well as asbes-
tos in older structures.

An International Association 
of Firefighters research study 
showed that cancer was the dis-
ease that caused the most death 
among firefighters, with cancer 
causing a 61% rate of career line-
of-duty deaths among firefighters 
between 2002 and 2017.

“In these fires, they come into 
contact with all of these carcino-
gens — plastics and stuff — and 
it’s absorbed through our skin,” 
Conner said. “We have a very, 
very high rate of cancer in the 
fire service.”

Prine said the $2.7 million sta-
tion was completed under budget 
and on time with three truck 
bays, a decontamination area and 
office and living space.

The building also was designed 
to be an “emergency event stage” 
with an electric generator to 
provide emergency power so it 
can remain online during a major 
event, Prine said.

Newton County Fire Service 
formerly responded to the north 
Oxford area from Station 9 on 

Mt. Zion Road, which is about 
five miles from the new station 
site, and Station 1 in Covington, 
officials said.

Insurance companies in the 
U.S. typically use a rating from 
one to 10 by a company called 
Insurance Services Office (ISO) 
that rates how well a fire depart-
ment is equipped to serve homes 
and businesses within a geo-
graphic area.

One is the best possible rating 
while a 10 means the fire depart-
ment did not meet ISO’s mini-
mum requirements.

Conner said some north New-
ton residents formerly saw 
lower insurance rates because 
they lived close enough to take 
advantage of a mutual aid agree-
ment with Walton County’s fire 
department.

However, many others in the 
area did not live within five road 
miles of a station or a source of 
water for fighting fires which the 
Insurance . 

In recent years, the ISO rat-
ing of those residents’ homes 
increased and their homeowner 
insurance rates “went through the 
roof,” Conner said.

With the completion of Station 
8 and Station 4 under construc-
tion in eastern Newton, about 
96% of all county residents will 

live within five road miles of a 
fire station and likely see reduced 
insurance rates, he said. 

ECONOMY SLOWED 
CONSTRUCTION

Conner said the station’s 
construction was included in the 
voter-approved 2011 Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. 
However, officials did not begin 
work to complete the project 
until 2019, he said.

Former District 3 commission-
er Nancy Schulz said sales tax 
collections were slow during the 
economic downturn in which the 
2011 SPLOST was approved. 
The county also was unable to 
use bond financing based on the 
2011 SPLOST, Schulz said.

“Consequently, we had to wait 
until we received a substantial 
portion of the collections to begin 
each project,” she said. 

Schulz, who served from 2009 
to 2020, said she worked with 
her District 3 predecessor, Ester 
Fleming, and his son, former 
District 5 commissioner Tim 
Fleming, on the project.

She said the project was slowed 
as the county focused on finding 
a site for Station 8 in northeast-
ern Newton from 2014 to 2018.



There has been much 
talk lately about 
P-cards and how 

they’re being used by New-
ton Coun-
ty’s elected 
officials.

A few 
weeks ago, 
a social 
media group 
with alleged 
connections 
to a former county official 
accused Newton Chairman 
Marcello Banes of using his 
county purchasing card for 
personal gain. In response, 
Banes released reports con-
taining receipts and details 
for every charge beginning 
in 2017 and running through 
this year. Those payments 
included everything from 
car washes to restaurant tabs 
and plane flights.

“I have followed the 
county’s policies and 
procedures and the reports 
and receipts are verified by 
the Finance Department,” 
Banes said in defense of his 
spending. “My P-Card is 
open to the public.”

After Banes’ P-card 
spending was brought to 
light, the public has con-
tinued its questioning, now 
bringing other commission-
ers under the microscope.

We have received many 
letters and comments sug-
gesting countywide corrup-
tion and the squandering of 
resources. 

As accusations fly and 
assumptions run rampant, 
your newspaper will let the 
record speak for itself.

The Covington News 

entered an open records 
request this week for P-card 
spending reports from the 
county finance department 
for all of Newton County’s 
commissioners and any 
others with clearance to use 
county P-cards.

In due time, we will see 
those records and the truth 
will be brought to light.

If there is any wrongdoing 
concerning P-card spending, 
the records will show such 
activity. And if we stumble 
onto anything suspicious or 
inconspicuous, clarity will 
be sought, and the facts will 
be brought to light.

Some might believe this is 
an extreme measure to take, 
but this is simply our duty, 
and further, speaks to the 
crucial role of community 
newspapers. Without them, 
residents would be left in 
the dark on things taking 
place within their local 
government, and the truth, 
quite possibly, would never 
see the light of day.

In 1865, when the first 
pages of The Covington 
News were printed and your 
local newspaper was born, 
a commitment was made to 
be the community’s trusted 
“watchdog” by keeping the 
public informed and pre-
senting facts on local issues.

Sure, there’s been many 
changes over the last 156 
years, but nothing is going 
to change this newspaper’s 
role in the community now.

Taylor Beck is editor and 
publisher of The News. He 
may be reached at tbeck@
covnews.com.

Vernon Jones can 
be described as 
a typical politi-

cian in many ways.
If the 

wind is 
blowing 
a certain 
direc-
tion, 
then 
Jones 
wants 
to follow along. Jones 
was a lifelong Demo-
crat and was elected as 
such to various offices. 
Now he is a full-time 
Republican and wants 
to be the next governor 
of Georgia. Talk about 
doing an about face.

Just a short time 
ago seeking statewide 
office in Georgia as a 
Republican was not 
that difficult. But Jones 
faces some obstacles on 
the course.

First, Brian Kemp is 
running for reelection 
as a Republican. His 
2018 campaign used 
some silly but effective 
tactics. He talked about 
having his shotgun 
ready for would-be 
suitors of his daughter. 
Behind closed doors 
you have to wonder 
if Kemp himself was 
laughing at Georgia 
voters.

Kemp, along with Lt. 

Gov. Geoff Duncan and 
Secretary of State Brad 
Raffensperger, came 
under intense fire fol-
lowing the 2020 elec-
tion. Ironically, none of 
the three Republicans 
were even on the ballot.

When Donald Trump 
lost the state of Georgia 
to Democratic chal-
lenger Joe Biden, many 
in Georgia faulted the 
trio. When each began 
speaking out that voter 
fraud did not exist, the 
banter got even hotter.

Raffensperger took 
the most criticism. It 
reached a point where 
his family had to go 
into hiding for a time 
after homes were bro-
ken into. Kemp came to 
the defense of Raffen-
sperger, but eventually 
Kemp realized his key 
to reelection in 2022 
was to ease off that 
defense and begin im-
pressing voter fraud.

Kemp would later 
sign a new voting law 
into law which has 
drawn criticism from 
many, including Major 
League Baseball which 
pulled this year’s All-
Star game from Atlanta. 
That move cost the 
state millions of dollars.

Jones meanwhile 
was a very vocal 
supporter of Trump 

during the 2020 elec-
tion. Jones had great 
value as a long-time 
Democrat who was 
now campaigning for 
the other side. He was 
seen crowd surfing at a 
Trump rally in Macon.

In recent months, 
Jones has decided 
Kemp did not do 
enough to make sure 
President Trump won 
Georgia’s electoral 
votes. As a result, Jones 
is now running in the 
Republican primary for 
governor in 2022.

Most of the news 
from the Jones cam-
paign centers on how 
Kemp has not and is 
not doing enough to de-
clare Trump the winner 
of Georgia’s 2020 vote. 
Even if, in theory, that 
was to happen, Trump 
would still not have 
enough electoral votes 
to win.

Recent polls, howev-
er, among Republicans 
show that 30% believe 
Trump is somehow go-
ing to be returned to the 
White House, not after 
the 2024 election but in 
the year 2021.

Jones is banking 
on making Kemp as 
anti-Trump as possible. 
It is a strategy that will 
almost certainly win 
him a good slice of the 

GOP primary voters 
next year. 

Educator Kandiss 
Taylor is also running 
in the GOP primary for 
governor against Kemp 
and Jones. Taylor ran 
in the 2020 “jungle 
primary” for US Senate 
and has built a strong 
grassroots level of 
support. Her campaign 
has centered on many 
of the topics that Jones 
talks about including 
an audit of the 2020 
Georgia vote.

It is certain more 
names could enter the 
Republican primary 
for governor. Kemp is 
certainly vulnerable 
and Jones has pointed 
out that with Stacey 
Abrams the likely 
Democratic nominee, 
that it would take an-
other African-Amer-
ican candidate like 
himself to defeat her.

Abrams came 
within an eyelash of 
winning the 2018 
election. Two years 
later the Republican 
tide which has swept 
over Georgia for de-
cades ended up reced-
ing somewhat with 
both US Senate seats 
going to Democratic. 
This was in addition 
to the outcome of the 
presidential election 

here. No word yet on 
if Kemp’s shotgun will 
make a return in 2022. 
The governor should 
know that stereotypical 
slogans might not be 
enough to win a second 
term.

Kemp is in for a 
tough battle in continu-
ing his political career. 
As the incumbent he 
is still the favorite to 
win the GOP nomina-
tion but he then faces 

a well-organized and 
well-funded Democrat 
for the general election. 

Will Kemp be Geor-
gia’s governor by the 
time 2023 arrives? 
Right now the odds are 
about even.

Chris Bridges is a 
former editor for The 
News. Reach him at 
pchrisbridges@gmail.
com.  

Hard to believe that it 
has been six months 
since I lost my soul-

mate, my anchor, my best 
friend.  In 
some ways, 
it seems like 
it was yes-
terday.  At 
other times, 
it seems like 
forever.  Time 
can play 
tricks with your mind.

For a year-and-a-half, 
I watched her inexorable 
descent physically and 
mentally.  There were the 
trips to the emergency room, 
the hospital stays, assisted 
living, memory care.  All of 
this in the midst of the cursed 
pandemic, meaning I was 
not there with her as I should 
have been and the few times 
that I was, there was an 
artificial barrier between us.  
It was like a cruel joke.  The 
only thing that ever separat-
ed us in 62 years of marriage 
was a piece of plexiglass!

Living with the loss of a 
loved one is a constant ad-
justment.  You grieve.  You 
regret the things you said or 
did that were unnecessary 
and uncalled for.  But you 
can’t take them back and you 
beat yourself up for having 
made unnecessary mountains 
out of mole hills. Thank 
God, she always forgave me 
even if it is still sometimes 
hard to forgive myself.

Then you remember the 
good times.  She would be 
the first to tell you that she 
had a great run. A midlife 
change from mother and 
homemaker to a college 
graduate with a nursing de-
gree and a rewarding career 
at Delta Air Lines. Trips to 
her beloved vacation home at 
St. Simons Island. Teaching 

piano.  Haggling over the 
price of a bushel of beans at 
the Farmers Market.  (She 
always won.)  Meeting pres-
idents and first ladies.  Her 
feigned indignation at being 
referred to in this space as 
“The Woman Who Shares 
My Name.”  (Secretly, she 
loved it.)   Her 5 p.m. “Wine 
Time,” a hallowed daily 
ritual. Her pride in being 
a grandmother and great 
grandmother. 

All of this swirls through 
your head.  All day.  Every 
day. Grief one minute. A 
good memory the next.  

And then there are all the 
“firsts.” The first Christmas.  
The first birthday. The first 
anniversary.  The first time 
back at church in our old 
pew.  The first trip to St. Si-
mons without her.  (Probably 
the hardest one of all.)

If you aren’t careful, you 
can find yourself wallow-
ing in self-pity and making 
things uncomfortable for 
those around you who want 
to help but don’t know what 
to say or do.  That is where 
perspective comes in.

At lunch not long after 
her going-home service, 
my grandson reminded me 
that while a lot of people go 
through what I was going 
through, many don’t have 
the strong support system 
I do.  Out of the mouth of 
grandsons. Even though this 
grandson is a schoolteacher/
coach with a Ph.D. It was a 
gamechanger. 

I have been sustained by 
the care and concern from 
my family and my friends. I 
think about having to nav-
igate this difficult journey 
without them.  I’m not sure 
I could.  There are the phone 
calls, the cards, emails, 
the offer to run errands, to 

grocery shop, to drive me 
wherever I need to go, to 
treat me to lunch.  I don’t 
know what I have done to 
deserve such kindness.  I 
think it is because I married 
someone who touched so 
many lives with her own in-
nate kindness.  I am just the 
beneficiary.

On our refrigerator is a 
magnet that says, “Coinci-
dence is God’s way of re-
maining anonymous.”  It was 
one of her favorite sayings.  
We would laugh at how God 
was doing things in our lives 
that we would say were co-
incidental but we both knew 
better. We used to call them 
“God moments.”

While at St. Simons trying 
to wrestle with the memo-
ries, I agreed to accompa-
ny my daughter-in-law to 
a small silver shop in the 
village as she shopped for a 
bracelet. 

Looking in the display 
case, I noticed a small sign 
that read, “To Life!  I am 
living.  I am blessed.”   Next 
to it was a bracelet with the 
Hebrew symbol representing 
“Chaia,” a word meaning 
“life.”  A coincidence?  I 
don’t think so and neither 
would she.  It was her way 
– and God’s – of telling me 
that she blessed my life and 
to now embrace every pre-
cious moment I have left on 
this earth.

The sign sits on my laptop 
and the bracelet is on my 
wrist.  It is a daily reminder 
that life goes on and I must, 
as well. That is what she 
would want.  I owe her that 
and so very much more.

Dick Yarbrough is an 
award-winning columnist. 
Reach him at dick@dickyar-
brough.com or at P.O. Box 

Dick Yarbrough columnist

Remembering the past while 
focused on the future
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ATHENS, Ga. — 
Four faculty and staff 
members in the Depart-
ment of Poultry Science 
at the University of 
Georgia’s College of 
Agricultural and En-
vironmental Sciences 
(CAES) have received 
prestigious awards 
from national profes-
sional organizations. 

Andrew Benson, 
assistant professor 
in the Department of 
Poultry Science, re-
ceived the 2021 Novus 
International Teaching 
Award from the Poultry 
Science Association 
(PSA). 

The award is giv-
en to recognize that 
excellence in teaching 
is integral to the future 
welfare of the poultry 
industry, and to support 
continued professional 
improvement through 
travel, study and other 
means. 

Benson is an alumnus 
of the department and 
now teaches the course 
that inspired him to 
pursue a career in poul-
try science. 

Jessica Fife, who 
serves as the outreach 
coordinator for the 
department, received 
the 2021 PSA Student 
Recruitment Award 
from PSA. 

This biennial award 
recognizes an individ-
ual who, using inno-
vative methods, has sig-
nificantly improved the 
recruiting program of a 
respective department, 

college or university.
As outreach coor-

dinator, Fife leads the 
department’s recruit-
ment initiatives; student 
affairs, marketing and 
communication efforts; 
alumni relations, and 
more. Recently, she 
created Georgia’s first 
poultry science curric-
ulum for high school 
agriculture education 
classrooms and is 
currently pursuing a 
doctorate in agricultural 
leadership, education 
and communication 
from CAES.

Lorraine Fuller, a 
research professional 
in the Department of 
Poultry Science, was 
awarded the Tyson 
Foods Inc. Support Per-
sonnel Award through 
PSA. This award ac-
knowledges the contri-
butions by support per-
sonnel and to recognize 
outstanding support of 
research, extension or 
teaching programs in 
poultry science.

Fuller has helped 
more than 30 gradu-
ate students with their 
research, is author or 
co-author on 49 papers, 
and holds two patents. 
Recently she has begun 
developing testing pro-
tocols and reagents for 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration’s use in 
approving active com-
pounds for treatment of 
ascariasis and helmin-
thiasis in poultry.

Lilong Chai, assis-
tant professor in the 
Department of Poultry 
Science, was awarded 

the American Society 
of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers’ 
2021 Sunkist Young 
Designer Award. 

This award recogniz-
es and honors members 
under 40 years of age 
for outstanding contri-
butions to the advance-
ment of the profession 
and to stimulate profes-
sional achievement. 

Sponsored by Sunkist 
Growers, the Sunkist 
Young Designer Award 
specifically honors 
the development of 
a technical plan that 
influences agricultural 
engineering progress, 
as evidenced by use in 
the field.

Chai’s contributions 
include being author or 
co-author of more than 
100 publications and 
principal investigator 
or co-principal inves-
tigator for 20 grants 
and contracts. Chai 
also recently initiated 
a successful inaugural 
Georgia Precision Poul-
try Farming Conference 
with support from 
department adminis-
tration, fellow faculty 
members and research-
ers.

Todd Applegate, head 
of the Department of 
Poultry Science, said, 
“UGA’s Department 
of Poultry Science is a 
pretty amazing place to 
be, and we owe that to 
the innovation, creativ-
ity, and success in large 
part to our faculty and 
staff. 

“This year, we are ex-
tremely proud to have 

the efforts of two of the 
faculty, Drs. Benson 
and Chai, recognized 
by two professional 
associations. 

“Additionally, we are 

tremendously delighted 
to have two of our sup-
port staff recognized by 
the Poultry Science As-
sociation for innovation 
in recruitment, Jessica 

Fife, and Dr. Lorraine 
Fuller for career-long 
efforts in parasitology 
research and service to 
the poultry communi-
ty.”
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As Georgians head into 
summer, problems with 
weeds, diseases and insects 
in the landscape and around 
vegetable gardens can be 
seen. 

Some of these pest prob-
lems can be solved without 
the use of chemicals, but if 
the pest population reaches 
damaging levels, using pesti-
cides may be warranted. Re-
member that using pesticides 
is safe and legal but requires 
reading and following label 
directions in their entirety.

The first step is proper-
ly identifying the pest or 
problem in order to select the 
correct control method. The 
local University of Georgia 
Cooperative Extension agent 
can help in selecting the 
correct pesticide and recom-
mended application rate. 

Once that is determined, it 
is very important for users’ 
safety and for the environ-
ment that users follow all 
label directions and safety 
precautions.

The pesticide label gives 
users all the information 
needed to safely and effec-
tively use the product, and 
users should never take 
liberties with label direc-
tions. For example, doubling 
a recommended rate will not 
achieve quicker results and 
can have an adverse effect on 
the intended site.

Follow these guidelines 
when using a chemical pes-
ticide:

• Read the label before you 
buy or use the product and 
make sure that it is regis-
tered for the pest and site 
you intend to treat. Observe 
signal words like DANGER, 

WARNING and CAUTION. 
These signal words tell the 
user how toxic a product is if 
it gets on or enters the body.

• Read the entire label and 
follow all instructions. The 
label will have important 
information about storing 
pesticides, disposing of 
excess pesticide, handling 
spills, first aid, and poison 
control.

• Observe all safety pre-
cautions on the label. Exam-
ples include “Keep out of 
reach of children” and “Do 
not use near fire, sparks or 

flames.”
• Wear proper protective 

clothing as listed on the la-
bel. This should include liq-
uid-proof gloves and shoes, 
long-sleeved shirt, long pants 
and a wide-brimmed hat.

• Do not eat, drink, smoke 
or go to the bathroom while 
handling pesticides. Wash 
your hands before and after 
use.

• Observe the reentry peri-
ods before allowing pets and 
people into the treated area. 
• Make recently treated areas 
off-limits until it’s safe.

• Avoid mixing pesticides 
near wells or open water. It’s 
critical to avoid contaminat-
ing water sources.

• Do not apply pesticides 
to blooming plants. This is 
especially important if honey 
bees or other pollinating 
insects are visiting them. 
If you have to spray, do so 
early in the evening and use 
a non-dust formulation.

• Evaluate your control 
efforts. If it is unsatisfactory, 
consider these possibilities: 
correct identification of pest, 
using the correct pesticide 

on the correct site, timely 
treatment, old product or pest 
resistance to the pesticide. 
Rain can also hinder treat-
ment effectiveness.

If you come across a prod-
uct that has been sitting in a 
storage shed or no longer has 
a label, contact your county 
Extension agent for help. 
It may be tempting to just 
mix a little and spray, but 
that’s not a good idea. Most 
product labels can be found 
at greenbook.net. Follow the 
exact instructions to ensure 
your safety and to achieve 
the best results. You should 
never use a product that you 
are unsure about. Remember 
that the safe and legal use 
of pesticides requires that 
the entire label be followed 
exactly.

The home and garden 
edition of the 2021 Georgia 
Pest Management Handbook 
is another great resource for 
selecting pesticide products. 
The home and garden edition 
covers pest control around 
homes, on pets, and for pests 
of home garden vegetables, 
lawns, fruits and orna-
mentals, providing current 
information on the selection, 
application and safe use of 
chemicals and other control 
methods.

To order a $29.95 print 
copy of the home and garden 
edition of the 2021 Georgia 
Pest Management Hand-
book, visit the UGA Press 
website or Amazon.com. 
To order by email or phone, 
send a message to orders@
longleafservices.org or call 
800-848-6224. A Kindle 
edition can be purchased for 
$22.49 at Amazon.com
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UGA Poultry Science faculty, staff earn national awards



to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objection 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before JULY 12, 2021, 
next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200442
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

RASHONDA SHONDELL JACKSON 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
BETTYE GRIER, deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objection 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before JULY 12, 2021, 
next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200423
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

RE:  ESTATE of GENEVIEVE M. 
JONES Deceased

ALAN DANNY JONES, Executor 
has petitioned to be discharged from 
Office and all Liability. All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause as to why said petition should 
not be granted. All objections must be 
in writing and filed with this Court on 
or before July 12,  2021, at ten o’clock 
am.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge By: Marcia 
Wynne, Clerk Probate Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200492
6/27

CITATION

RE:  ESTATE of JOHN LEE 
SORROW, Deceased 

MARTHA LYNN Sorrow Swaney, 
Executor Conservator has petitioned 
to be discharged from Office and all 
Liability. All interested parties are 
hereby notified to show cause as 
to why said petition should not be 
granted. All objections must be in 
writing and filed with this Court on or 
before July 12,  2021, at ten o’clock 
am.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge By: Marcia 
Wynne, Clerk Probate Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200449
6/27

CITATION

RE:  ESTATE of TERRY CLYDE 
KING, Deceased

ROBERT DAVID, Executor 
Conservator has petitioned to be 
discharged from Office and all Liability. 
All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause as to why said 
petition should not be granted. All 
objections must be in writing and filed 
with this Court on or before July 12,  
2021, at ten o’clock am.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge By: Marcia 
Wynne, Clerk Probate Court
NEWTON COUNTY, GA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200448
6/27

CITATION

SHARA LYNN GREER  has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator 
of the Estate of HARVEY LEE 

o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200391
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

JAMES COATS  has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the Estate 
of DELORES H. COATS , deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before JULY 12, 
2021, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200395
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

JANET S. CLARKE has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of THOMAS MALETIC , 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before JULY 12, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200369
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

MANUEL REID  has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of MYCELLA MCPHERSON, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before JULY 12, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200445
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

MARION DRISKELL has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of CARLIE BELCHER , 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before JULY 12, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200368
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

MELISSA CHERI NELSON  
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of MARY 
JO REYNOLDS , deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 

County Courthouse.  Attorney: Julie 
Wilkes Wisotsky, 706-207-5201.  A 
parent who receives notification 
pursuant to this paragraph shall not 
be a party to the adoption and shall 
have no obligation to file an answer, 
but shall have the right to appear at 
the hearing and show cause why 
their parental rights should not be 
terminated by this adoption.  If you fail 
to appear at this hearing, your rights 
may be terminated. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #200407
6/13,20,27

NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

TO: JOSEPH Gilliard and Mayara 
Sant’ana Moreira, 
YOU ARE hereby notified that a 
female child, Alyssa Rose Gilliard 
born to Mayara Sant’ana Moreira on 
July 11, 2007 in Covington, Ga; a 
male child, Damien Alexander Gilliard 
born to Mayara Sant’ana Moreira on 
August 21, 2008 in Conyers, Ga; and 
a female child, Isabella Alanna Gilliard 
was born to Mayara Sant’ana Moreira 
on February 11, 2010 in Covington, 
Ga.  A Petition for Adoption of these 
children was filed in the Superior 
Court of Charlton County, GA, 
Adoption No. 21-SU-CA-002.  Joseph 
Gilliard be advised that you will lose 
all rights to the children and will not 
receive notice nor be entitled to object 
to the adoption unless within 30 days 
of your receipt of this Notice you: (1) 
file a Petition to Legitimate the child 
in the Superior Court of Charlton 
County pursuant to OCGA 19-7-22; 
(2) provide written notice of the filing 
of your Petition to Legitimate to the 
adoption Clerk, Superior Court of 
Charlton County, 1520 3rd Street, #A, 
Folkston, Ga 31537; and (3) provide 
written notice of the filing of your 
Petition to Legitimate to counsel for 
the Petitioners, Carrie  Murray Nellis, 
at 1700 Frederica Rd #305, SSI, GA 
31522. Mayara Sant’ana Moreira be 
advised that you will lose all rights to 
the children and will not receive notice 
of further pleadings nor be entitled 
to object to the adoption unless you 
appear before the Court on the 6th 
day of August, 2021 at the Superior 

Public Notices

Adoptions
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

HENRY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF 
AIDEN DRU NIXON,
DOB:  08/29/2018 SEX: Male  
Minor Child
CALEN ALEXANDER FARMER 
Petitioner: Step-Parent Adoption

CIVIL ACTION FILE
NO.: 21 AD 16 HV

NOTICE TO BIOLOGICAL FATHER

TO: CHRISTIAN Alexander 
Nixon

AIDEN DRU Nixon was born to Aliza 
Jane James in Rockdale County, 
Georgia, on August 29, 2018.   A 
Petition for her stepparent adoption 
has been filed and is pending in the 
Superior Court of Henry County, 

CLASSIFIEDS & LEGALS
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Georgia, Case No. 21-AD- 16-HV. 
The final hearing has been set for 
8:30 a.m., in Chambers, on August 
31, 2021, before Judge Holly W. 
Veal. Be advised that your parental 
rights to the child will be terminated 
upon the finalization of the adoption. 
The Petitioner has alleged that you 
have: without justifiable cause, failed 
to exercise proper parental care or 
control due to misconduct or inability, 
as set out in paragraph (3), (4) of 
subsection (a) of Code Section 15-
11-310; without justifiable cause, 
significantly failed to communicate 
or to make a bona fide attempt to 
communicate with the child in a 
meaningful, supportive, parental 
manner as set out in paragraph (1) 
of subsection (b) of Code Section 
19-8-10; and without justifiable cause, 
significantly failed to provide for the 
care and support of the child as 
required by law or judicial decree as 
set out in paragraph (2) of subsection 
(b) of Code Section 19-8-10. You 
have no obligation to file an answer, 
but you do have the right to appear 
at the hearing and to show cause 
why your parental rights should 
not be terminated by his adoption. 
If you wish to receive a copy of the 
Petition for Adoption you may receive 
one by contacting the attorney for 
the Petitioner, Emmett J. Arnold, 30 
Woodruff Street, McDonough, GA  
30253. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #200438
6/13,20,27-7/4   

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY  

STATE OF GEORGIA, 

THE PETITION OF J.D.D. AND A.K.D. 
FOR THE ADOPTION OF A.D.H., 
CHILD; 
CIVIL ACTION FILE 
#  2021-AD-17-2

TO:  JESSICA LYNN HERRIN, 
concerning your female child A.D.H. 
born on June 1, 2017 in Covington, 
GA.  Notice is given pursuant to 
O.C.G.A.§ 19-8-10 that this adoption  
was filed in Newton County Superior 
Court Clerk’s Office on May 6, 2021.  A 
final hearing in this case is scheduled 
for August 2, 2021, at 9:15 a.m. 
before Judge John Ott at the Newton 

Court of Charlton County, GA.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200457
6/27-74,11

Citations
CITATION

ARVIN F. SPELL, IV  has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of JUDITH ANN MONROE , 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before JULY 12, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200444
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

CLOYCE E. WREN, JR has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of MAXINE WREN, deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before JULY 12, 
2021, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200393
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

CRYSTLE GILES  has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of FREDERICK L. GILES , 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before JULY 12, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200392
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

EARNEST SHEPHERD  has 
petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of CLARA 
SHEPHERD, deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objection 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before JULY 12, 2021, 
next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200443
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

FRIEDA MAE DAVIS has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of NAKOSHA M. DAVIS, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before JULY 12, 2021, next, at ten 

We don’t  knowingly accept 
advertisements that discriminate, 
or intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not  bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national  origin, handicap or 
familial status.

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 
cylinders and cans. R13 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

EDUCATION /Career Training

Medical Billing and Coding 
Training. New Students Only.  
Call and Press 1. 100% Online 
courses. Financial Aid Available 
for those who qualify. Call 833-
628-2698.

HEALTHCARE

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application 
or appeal today!  877-627-2704   
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]  

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one 
FREE! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% 
less than competitors. Nearly 
invisible! 45-day money back 
guarantee! 866-395-1310

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
may be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 888-670-
0481.

Attention Oxygen Users: THE 
NEW INOGEN ONEG5. 1-6 
flow settins. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight. Get a Free Info Kit 
today: 855-968-2718.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
Easy, One Day updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 866-286-5461.

Call Empire Today to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-866-971-9196.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who qualify. 
PLUS Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-735-0477.

MISCELLANEOUS 

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free 
Diagnosis by Geeks On Site! 
Virus removal, data recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY $20 off any service 
with coupon 42522!  Restrictions 
apply 844-739-4842.
Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Great Fresh Start or Forgiveness 
Call 1-855-558-2664. Monday – 
Friday 7AM - 5PM PST.

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT?  Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 855-399-
5797

INVENTORS – FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 1-844-
656-1522 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation.

Cash for Cars! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled—It doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! 
833-882-3437.

Donate your car to charity. 
Receive the maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All Conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details 866-
994-1146.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Threatened with 
FORECLOSURE?  CALL the 
homeowners Relief Line Now for 
Help! 855-596-0109.

PROBLEM CREDIT REPORT? 
Lexington Law helps work  to 
challenge inaccurate negative 
items including; Identity theft, col-
lections, late payments, liens, and 
more from your credit report. Call 
for a free consultation 877-250-
3937

TV/INTERNET 

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 FOR 
190 channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call 
today! 1-866-369-1468.

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch to DIRECTV & Save + 
get a $100 visa gift card! Get 
more channels for less money. 
Restrictions apply. Call now 844-
973-0639.

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low as $49.95/month.(for the first 
3 months) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-844-510-9951.

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply.  
Promo Expires 7/21/21. 1-877-
740-8994.

DIRECTV – Every live football 
game, every Sunday – any-
where – on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS- 
1-888-505-3785

AT& T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12 –mo. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get more for your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask 
us how to bundle and save! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-888-581-6815

Announcements

For Your Information
NOTICE TO ALL DISABLED 

VETERANS

CHAPTER 55 DAV, would like to 
give all qualified interested Vet’s an 
open invitation to meet with us at 
the NEWTON COUNTY SHERIFF 
DEPARTMENT located at 15151 
Alcovy Rd. Covington, GA. The 
second Saturday of each month at 
2:00p.m. we have service officers 
willing and able to help with claims
CHAPTER 55, 
COMMANDER JEFF Smith

JUDGE ADVOCATE
BENNY STEPHENS

CITY OF COVINGTON
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

The City of Covington is currently accepting applications for a Human 
Resources Specialist in the Human Resources Department with a starting 
hourly rate of $18.01 to a maximum hourly rate of $26.46 depending upon 
qualifications. This position performs routine and complex administrative, 
technical work in administering various components of the personnel system 
of the City of Covington, including, but not limited to, salary administration, 
recruitment of qualified applicants, new hire processing and reporting, and 
registration of benefits for new employees. Required training and experience 
include an Associate’s degree in business management, accounting, human 
resources or closely related field, and four (4) years of experience in a human 
resource capacity with at least two (2) years in salary administration, or any 
combination of equivalent education and experience. Qualified applicants 
can download an application packet at cityofcovington.org or may apply in 
person at Covington City Hall, 2194 Emory Street, Covington, Georgia 30014. 
This position will remain open until 4:00 PM on Tuesday, July 6, 2021. The 
City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CITY OF OXFORD  
POSITION AVAILABLE:  

Public Works and Utilities 
Maintenance Worker I 

The City of Oxford is accepting applications for the position of Public Works and Utilities 
Maintenance Worker I. 
Minimum Qualifications:
• Lineman certification preferred. If no Lineman certification upon employment, employee may 
be expected to earn the certification within a reasonable period of time.
• Possession of a valid driver’s license issued by the State of Georgia, with a 3-year clean record. 
CDL preferred; if no CDL upon employment, employee may be expected to qualify for CDL within 
a reasonable period of time.
• Must have a valid driver’s license issued by the State of Georgia, with a 3-year clean record.
Top candidates will possess the following knowledge, skills, and abilities at a minimum: 
• Knowledge of the methods and practices involved in the design, operation, construction, 
maintenance, and repair of electrical utilities and water distribution systems.
• Knowledge of water distribution operations.
• Knowledge of municipal electrical distribution system operations and practices.
• Knowledge of safety regulations related to utilities systems.
• Skill in using a variety of hand and power tools and heavy equipment.
The city requires a pre-employment drug screen, background investigation, and a 3-year Motor 
Vehicle Report. Entry salary for this position is $28,727.92. Actual salary will be determined 
based on qualifications and experience. 
For a complete list of job responsibilities and application, visit our website at 
https://www.oxfordgeorgia.org/ or contact Jody Reid at jreid@oxfordgeorgia.org. 
Completed job applications may be dropped off in person or mailed to: 
Oxford City Hall  
Attn: Jody Reid  
110 West Clark Street  
Oxford, GA  30054 
Resumes submitted without completed applications will not be considered. Applications will be 
accepted through Wednesday, June 30, 2021. The City of Oxford is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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MCCULLERS, JR , deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before JULY 12, 
2021, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200424
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

SUSAN ELAINE OLEXA AND 
SANDRA LEE EVANS  has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of SHIRLEY ELAINE OLEXA 
, deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before JULY 12, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200441
6/13,20,27-7/4

CITATION

TO: BEVERLY R. WEBB

BRENDA AND JOSEPH DUCATO 
has filed for Temporary Letters 
of Guardianship of the Person(s) 
PAXTON AND OAKLYNN WEBB 
minor(s). All objections must be in 
writing and filed with this Court on or 
before July 14th, at ten o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: DANYELL Thomas, Clerk 
Probate Court, Newton, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY Probate Court 
1132 USHER Street, RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200493
6/27-7/4

CITATION

TO: TO UNKNOWN FATHER & ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

CRYSTAL FRIESON AND 
YAKEIAME AIKEN has filed for 
Temporary Letters of Guardianship 
of the Person(s) A’DOIR STAYS 
minor(s). All objections must be in 
writing and filed with this Court on or 
before July 7th, at ten o’clock, a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: DANYELL Thomas, Clerk 
Probate Court, Newton, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY Probate Court 
1132 USHER Street, RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200468
6/20,27

CITATION

VASHOFANA BAHT-EL has 
petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
COTIS D. WEAVER , deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before JULY 12, 
2021, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200389
6/6.13.20.27

CITATION

VICKI MADDOX has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the Estate 
of JAMES MADDOX , deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before JULY 12, 

2021, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200394
6/13,20,27,-7/4

CITATION

ZACHARY VANCE MATHEWS 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
DONALD EDWARD MATHEWS , 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before JULY 12, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200353
6/13,20,27-7/4

THE PETITION of  SARAH 
SUE BURNETT  widow of JOHN 
BURNETT deceased, for Twelve 
Month’s Support for having been 
duly filed, all interested parties are 
hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  
All objections must be in writing and 
filed with this Court on or before July 
12. 2021, at ten o’clock  a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE By: 
Marcia Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET- RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200447
6/13,20,27-7/4

THE PETITION of  SUZANNE 
M. CUMMINS widow of PETER R. 
CUMMINS deceased, for Twelve 
Month’s Support for having been 
duly filed, all interested parties are 
hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  
All objections must be in writing and 
filed with this Court on or before July 
12. 2021, at ten o’clock  a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE By: 
Marcia Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET- RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200446
6/13,20,27-7/4

Corporations
NOTICE IS given that articles of 
incorporation that will incorporate M 
5 SCOTT EXPEDITING INC have 
been delivered to the Secretary of 
State for filing in accordance with the 
Georgia Business Corporation Code. 
The initial registered office of the 
corporation is located at 30 RAINEY 
RIDGE, OXFORD, GA, 30054 and 
its initial registered agent at such 
address is Michael P Scott.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200466
6/20,27

Debtors Creditors
ALL CREDITORS of the estate 
of Jefferson Lyle Richards, late 
of Newton County, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned  
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to:

NAME OF Administrator:                  
Lisa Cay Richards

ADMINISTRATOR’S  ADDRESS:   
Cheryl Bradley Kinsey 
C/O SHANNON D. Sneed Attorney 
at Law P.O.Box 1245
COVINGTON, GA 30015

THIS 8TH day of June, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200439
6/13,20,27-7/4

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS 

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of THOMAS CHARLES NEELY 
deceased, late of Newton County, 

CLUES ACROSS
1. College group
 5. Small morsels of food
11. Actress Dunham
12. Puts a limit on
16. Used for baking or drying
17. Commercial
18. Zookeeper Bindi
19. Walk in one’s sleep
24. The Great Lakes State
25. Winter sport
26. A thin layer on something
27. Peacock network
28. Give birth to a lamb or kid
29. “Too Scared to Cry” author
30. Nose
31. Friend
33. Country music legend 
Haggard
34. Curved
38. More deformed
39. Bleated
40. Set on its end
43. An aspect of Ra
44. Releasing hormone (abbr.)
45. Harsh, grating noise
49. __ Francisco
50. Common Japanese surname
51. Punish with an arbitrary 
penalty
53. Football position (abbr.)
54. Not in the know
56. African antelope
58. Popular tech (abbr.)
59. Baseball teams get three 
of them
60. Make up one’s mind
63. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
64. Martens
65. Susan and Tom are two

CLUES DOWN
 1. Excessively showy
 2. Put an end to
 3. Blood disorder
 4. Ingredient in wine
 5. Shellfish
 6. Made smaller
 7. We
 8. The Treasure State
 9. __ Ekland, actress
10. Male parent
13. One hundredth of a watt 
(abbr.)

14. Dish of minced meat
15. Smothered laugh
20. Article
21. Atomic #12
22. Small parrot
23. Fictional “Star Wars” planet
27. French wine grape
29. Football stat (abbr.)
30. Sound unit
31. Where you sleep
32. University of Dayton
33. Miller beer offering
34. Feel embarrassed
35. Able to be estimated
36. Commune in NW France
37. Adult female chicken
38. Intergovernmental organi-
zation

40. Archaic term for until
41. That which is not sacred
42. Sound made in speech
44. Handgun (slang)
45. Fill up again
46. Evoke or awaken
47. Beam Me Up, __!
48. Spider wasp genus
50. Headdress
51. Exclamation of 
surprise
52. Of I
54. Figures
55. Men’s fashion 
accessories
57. Indicates position
61. Megabyte
62. The Prairie State
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LEGALS:
Continued from A6

Georgia. You are required to 
render you demands and /or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law. This 
the 8th day of JUNE, 2021. 

JOSEPH NEELY Jr.
2510 FAIRWEATHER CT. SE 
CONYERS, GA 30013

PUBLIC NOTICE #200436
6/13,20,27-7/4

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of BRENDA KAY WELLHAM 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 11th  day of MAY , 2021.

BRENDA BAFFORD
394 NAVAHO RD
LOCUS GROVE, GA 30248

PUBLIC NOTICE #200396
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of CARMEN LETA CHISHOLM 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 15TH day of JUNE , 2021.

CHRISTOPHER DYER-CUMMINGS
115 OAK TERRACE DR
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200469
6/20,27-7/4,11

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of DORIS C. COTTON deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 24TH  day of MAY , 2021.

REBECCA F. (BECKY) BOLDEN
4510 HIDDEN MEADOW LANE
MONROE, GA 30656

PUBLIC NOTICE #200397
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 

of DOROTHY ANN WHALEY 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 20th  day of MAY , 2021.

JOAN DOLLAR
7224 LAKEVIEW DR
COVINTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200402
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of DOROTHY LEE KENNEY 
MOBLEY deceased, late of Newton 
County, Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 15TH day of JUNE , 2021.

BRENDA COOK
P.O. BOX 1501 
OXFORD, GA 30054

PUBLIC NOTICE #200471
6/20,27-7/4,11

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of EDDIE BAKER deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 3RD  day of JUNE , 2021.

MELVIN O. BAKER
119 OXFORD NORTH RD
OXFORD, GA 30054

PUBLIC NOTICE #200452
6/13,20,27-7/4

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of EDSON WALEA UNDERWOOD 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 20TH day of MAY, 2021.

LAURA UNDERWOOD
455 HEATON RD
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200398
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
EUREY DEAN HOOPER deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 9TH day of JUNE , 2021.

NICOLE DEANNE FULLER
37 BREEDLOVE LANE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200455
6/13,20,27-7/4

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of GRACE AARON JOHNSON 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 8TH  day of JUNE , 2021.

ANTHONY D. JOHNSON
11051 HWY 36
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200450
5/13,20,27-7/4

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
JAMES ALAN MORRIS deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 24th  day of MAY , 2021.

BRIAN BYARS
6140 HANNAH ST
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200400
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JAMES T. MARSON deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 

Legals

according to law.
THIS THE 20th  day of MAY, 2021.

DIANE MARSTON
270 RIVER COVE RE
SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA 30025

PUBLIC NOTICE #200401
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
JUNIOUS MCLEAN, JR  deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 1ST day of JUNE , 2021.

DOROTHY FIELDS
7010 MESSER RD
HENRICO, VA 23231

PUBLIC NOTICE #200420
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of OKSANA FOLTYN deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to 
law.
THIS THE 1ST  day of JUNE , 2021.

IGOR FOLTYN
12900 ALCOVY RD
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200422
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of ROBERT FRANKLIN STRAWN 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 24TH  day of MAY , 2021.

GRACIE PAYNE
3126 HIGHWAY 81 S
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200399
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 

 See LEGALS, A8

CITY OF COVINGTON
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

The City of Covington is currently accepting applications for a 
Staking Technician in the Electric Department with a starting 
hourly rate of $19.68 to a maximum hourly rate of $33.52 depending 
upon qualifications. This position supports the Distribution Design 
organization and is responsible for the design and inspection of 
the Electrical Distribution System.  Responsibilities include field 
work, drawing, estimating, and designing for electrical system line 
extensions, and improvements and maintenance for new and existing 
facilities. Required training and experience include a Bachelor’s and/
or Associate’s degree in Engineering Technology, five (5) years of 
experience in Electric Distribution Operations, or any combination 
of equivalent education and experience. Applicants must possess a 
valid Georgia Driver’s License.  Qualified applicants can download an 
application packet at cityofcovington.org or may apply in person at 
Covington City Hall, 2194 Emory Street, Covington, Georgia 30014. 
This position will remain open until 4:00 PM on Monday, July 5, 2021. 
The City of Covington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CITY OF COVINGTON
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

The City of Covington is currently accepting applications for a Human 
Resources Administrative Assistant in the Human Resources 
Department with a starting hourly rate of $16.60 to a maximum 
hourly rate of $24.38 depending upon qualifications. This position 
is responsible for general clerical, administrative and light technical 
work involving word processing, data entry, filing, and daily record 
keeping of the Human Resources Department. Required training and 
experience include a High School Diploma or GED equivalent with 
applicable secretarial and other office work experience, or a two-
year degree from an accredited college in business management or 
closely related field, or any combination of equivalent education and 
experience. Qualified applicants can download an application packet 
at cityofcovington.org or may apply in person at Covington City Hall, 
2194 Emory Street, Covington, Georgia 30014. This position will remain 
open until 4:00 PM on Wednesday, July 7, 2021. The City of Covington 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.



SARA M. WILLIAMS deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 27th  day of MAY , 2021.

CATHY WILLIAMS ALLEN
219 E SOULE STREET
OXFORD, GA 30054

PUBLIC NOTICE #200421
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of THOMAS CHARLES NEELY 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 4TH  day of JUNE , 2021.

JOSEPH NEELY
2510 FAIRWEATHER CT
CONYERS, GA 30013

PUBLIC NOTICE #200451
6/13,20,27-7/4

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of WILLIAM FRANK MOBLEY 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 15TH day of JUNE , 2021.

BRENDA COOK
P.O. BOX 1501
OXFORD, GA 30054

PUBLIC NOTICE #200470
6/20,27-7/4,11

Divorces
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

NEWfON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

SERIGNE M. TRAORE,
PLAINTIFF,
V.
CAMNGA THI TRUONG,
DEFENDANT.
 
CIVIL ACTION FILE 
SUCV2021001397-5

    ORDER FOR SERVICE BY                   
PUBLICATION  

THE ABOVE-STYLED Plaintiff, 
SERIGNE M. TRAORE’S Complaint 
for Divorce, having been read and 
considered and it appearing that 
the Defendant may not be residing 
in the State of Georgia; and that her 
actual, physical address cannot be 
determined after due diligence;
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that 
the Defendant shall be served by 
publication
SUMMONS  AS provided by law
 
SO ORDERED, this 21st day of 
June, 2021
 
JUDGE W. Kendall Wynne, Jr.
SUPERIOR COURT of Newton 
County

PREPARED BY:
MARIO S. Ninfo
LAW OFFICES of Mario S. Ninfo
1198 CLARK Street, NW
COVINGTON GEORGIA 30014 770-
784-8000

PUBLIC NOTICE #200488
6/27-7/4,11,18

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

 STATE OF GERORGIA

CHERRIE MCQURTER 
FERNANDEZ
PLAINTIFF 
V.
GABRIEL FERNANDEZ
DEFENDANT

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
2021-CV-1077-4

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO:
FLORENCIO G. FERNANDEZ
8221 GA HWY 16 LOT #8
MONTICELLO, GA 31064

BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated MAY 20 2021 
you are hereby notified that on APRIL 
30, 2021 (date of filing) CHERRIE 
M. FERNANDEZ (plaintiff)  filed suit 
against you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable 
CHEVEDA D. MCCAMY, Judge 
Superior Court of Newton County.

THIS, THE 20TH  day of MAY  2021.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior

PUBLIC NOTICE #200410
6/6,13,20,27

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

 STATE OF GERORGIA

DANYEL CARO LUGO
PLAINTIFF 
V.
TERESA MALDONADO HUNOZ
DEFENDANT

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
2021-CV-1232-4

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO:
TERESA MALDONADO HUNOZ
MEXICO, CUERNAVACA

BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated MAY 27 2021 
you are hereby notified that on MAY 
25 , 2021 (date of filing) DANYEL 
CARO LUGO (plaintiff)  filed suit 
against you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 

Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable 
CHEVEDA D. MCCAMY, Judge 
Superior Court of Newton County.

THIS, THE 8TH  day of JNES  2021.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior

PUBLIC NOTICE #200458
6/20,27-7/4,11

Foreclosures
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

COUNTY OF NEWTON
STATE OF GEORGIA

UNDER AND by virtue of the power 
of sale contained in that certain 
Security Deed dated December 
10, 2020 from the Estate of James 
Curtis Johnson (“Debtor” or 
“Grantor”) granting Sacor Financial, 
Inc. (“Sacor” or “Lender”) a security 
interest in that those certain real 
properties located in Newton County 
described therein (the “Property”), 
recorded on January 5, 2021 at 
Deed Book 4124, Page 521, Newton 
County, Georgia records, (the 
“Security Deed”) which secures, inter 
alia, that certain Judgment against 
Grantor to Lender (the “Judgment”), 
and Settlement Agreement between 
Grantor and Lender (“Settlement 
Agreement”) in the original principal 
amount of $21,875.81, with interest 
from the date thereof at the rate 
specified therein, as previously or 
subsequently amended, modified or 
replaced, there will be sold at public 
outcry by Lender as attorney-in-fact 
of Grantor to the highest bidder for 
cash between the legal hours for 
sale before the Courthouse door in 
Newton County, Georgia, on July 6, 
2021 the following described land, 
improvements and appurtenances 
(hereinafter collectively referred to as 
the “Premises” or “Property”) to wit:
PARCEL ONE:  All that tract or 
parcel of land lying and being in the 
City of Covington, Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lot 52 of the Nelson 
Heights Subdivision, as shown by 
plat of the same recorded in Plat 
Book 2, Page 47, Newton County, 
records, and being more particularly 
described as follows:  
BEGINNING ON the western line 
of Puckett Street (formerly Cecelia 
Street) at a point 546.0 feet, as 
measured in a southern direction 
along the western line of said Puckett 
Street, from the southeastern line 
of Cecelia Street (formerly Puckett 
Street); thence in a southern direction 
along the western line of said Puckett 
Street a distance of 75.0 feet; thence 
North, 78 Degrees 30 Minutes West, 
a distance of 150.0 feet; thence 
North, 11 Degrees 30 Minutes East, 
a distance of 75.0 feet; and thence 
South, 78 Degrees 30 Minutes East; 
a distance of 150.0 feet to the point 
of beginning; and being the same 
property as conveyed to Erwin 
Kelly by Otis Spillers, d/b/a Spillers 
Lumber Company by deed dated 
September 8, 1960 and recorded in 
Deed Book 57, Page 201, Newton 
County Records. 
THE NAMES of said streets 
were reversed aft the plat of said 
subdivision was placed on record.  
SITUATED ON said property and 
included in this conveyance is one 
(1) 40-gallon, gas water heater, 
Rheem-Glass. 
PARCEL TWO: 
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land lying 
and being in Land Lot 31 of the Tenth 
District of Newton County, Georgia, 
as shown on a plat of survey dated 
July 10, 1983, prepared by Robert 
M. Buhler, R.L.S. No. 1403, and 
recorded in Plat Book 18, page 140, 
Public records of Newton County, 
Georgia, and being more particularly 
described as follows. 
BEGINNING AT an iron pin marking 
the Northwest corner of Tract 8 as 
shown on the above plat, thence 
North 01° 42’ 34” East, 120.21 feet 
to an iron pin, thence North 88° 17’ 
27” West 49.77 feet to an iron pin, 
thence North 000  42’ 32” East, 
269.94 feet to an iron pin, thence 
South 88° 17’ 25” East 1266.35 feet 
to an iron pin, thence South 07” 31’ 
26” West 349.98 feet to an iron pin, 
thence South 10° 45’ 20” West 65.24 
feet to an iron pin, thence North 87° 
11 ‘ 10” West 1166.36 feet to the point 
of beginning. Said property is shown 
as Tract 9 on the above plat which is 
incorporated herein by reference and 
made a part hereof. 
THE INDEBTEDNESS evidenced 
by the Settlement Agreement and 
Judgment is due and payable and 
remains unpaid.  The Security Deed 
therefore has become and is now 
foreclosable according to its terms.  
Accordingly, the Premises will be 
sold at public outcry pursuant to the 
terms of the power of sale provided 
in the Security Deed. The Debtor has 
been notified of the same, pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-162.2. 
THE PREMISES will be sold on an “as 
is, where is” basis without recourse 
against Lender or its auctioneer 
or other agents and without 
representation or warranty of any 
kind or nature whatsoever by Lender 
or its auctioneer or other agents 
with respect thereto.  All persons 
attending the sale will be given an 
opportunity to bid on a competitive 
basis.  Lender may offer the Property 
for sale, may adjourn and withdraw 
the sale and recommence the sale 
in its discretion.  Lender reserves 
the right, in its discretion, to reject 
any and all bids that do not meet its 
minimum reserve price.  
THE PROCEEDS of the sale are 
to be applied first to the expenses 
of the sale and all proceedings in 
connection therewith, including 
attorneys’ fees (notice of intention to 
collect attorneys’ fees having been 
given), then to the payment of all 
sums secured by the Security Deed, 
and the remainder, if any, will be 
paid to the person or persons legally 
entitled thereto, all as provided in the 
Judgment, Settlement Agreement 
and Security Deed.  
THE PREMISES shall be sold as 
the property of Grantor, subject 
to all restrictions, easements and 
other matters of record that are prior 
to the Security Deed and to which 
the Security Deed is subject and to 
any unpaid city, county and state 
ad valorem taxes or assessments 
relating to the Premises.
THE NAME, address and telephone 
number of the individual or entity 
who has full authority to negotiate, 

amend and modify all terms of the 
mortgage with the debtors is:
SACOR FINANCIAL Inc.
C/O MARK Stewart
1911 DOUGLAS # 85205
ROSEVILLE CA 95661
916-773-3500 EXT 5020
NOTHING HEREIN, however, shall 
obligate Lender to negotiate, amend 
or modify the terms of the mortgage 
or loan. 
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge and belief, the owner of 
the Premises is the Grantor and the 
party or parties in possession of the 
Premises are the Grantor or tenants 
of the Grantor.
SACOR FINANCIAL, Inc. 
AS ATTORNEY-IN-FACT for
THE ESTATE of James Curtis 
Johnson
BETH E. Rogers, Esq.
ROGERS LAW OFFICES
THE EQUITABLE Building
100 PEACHTREE St., Ste. 1950
ATLANTA, GA 30303
(770) 685-6320 phone
(678) 990-9959 fax

PUBLIC NOTICE #200298
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security 
Deed given by Gawayne Dawson 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as nominee 
for Ownit Mortgage Solutions, 
Inc., a California Corporation, its 
successors and assigns , dated 
December 16, 2005, recorded in 
Deed Book 2081, Page 387, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, as last 
transferred to Star202, LLC by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 
4092, Page 29, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a 
Note in the original principal amount 
of THIRTY-EIGHT THOUSAND AND 
0/100 DOLLARS ($38,000.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash before the 
courthouse door of Newton County, 
Georgia, or at such place as may be 
lawfully designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on 
the first Tuesday in July, 2021, the 
following described property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
STAR202, LLC is the holder of the 
Security Deed to the property in 
accordance with OCGA § 44-14-
162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage with the 
debtor is: Statebridge Company, 
LLC, 4600 S. Syracuse Street, Suite 
700, Denver, CO  80237, 303-962-
6753.  
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party 
in possession of the property is 
Gawayne Dawson or a tenant or 
tenants and said property is more 
commonly known as 35 Goshawk 
Walk, Covington, Georgia  30014.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
STAR202, LLC
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
GAWAYNE DAWSON
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land lying 
and being in Land Lot 227 of the 9th 
District, Newton County, Georgia, 
being Lot 502, Unit 2, Phase 2 of 
River Walk Farm Subdivision, as 
per plat thereof recorded in Plat 
Book 40, Pages 195-199, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, which 
recorded plat is incorporated herein 
by reference and made a part of this 
description.
SUBJECT TO that certain security 
deed from Gawayne Dawson to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as 
nominee for Ownit Mortgage 
Solutions, Inc., its successors and 
assigns, dated December 16, 2005, 
and recorded in Deed Book 2081, 
Page 366, Newton County, Georgia 
Records.
MR/CA     7/6/21
OUR FILE no. 21-04861GA - FT17

PUBLIC NOTICE #200373
6/6,13,20,27

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Toni Jones a/k/a Toni D. 
Jones to Bank of America, N.A., 
dated October 26, 2005, recorded in 
Deed Book 2048, Page 266, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, as last 
transferred to MEB Loan Trust IV by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 
3945, Page 337, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a 
Note in the original principal amount 

of EIGHTEEN THOUSAND TWO 
HUNDRED AND 0/100 DOLLARS 
($18,200.00), with interest thereon 
as set forth therein, there will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse 
door of Newton County, Georgia, 
or at such place as may be lawfully 
designated as an alternative, within 
the legal hours of sale on the first 
Tuesday in July, 2021, the following 
described property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
MEB LOAN Trust IV, U.S. Bank 
National Association, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as 
trustee is the holder of the Security 
Deed to the property in accordance 
with OCGA § 44-14-162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify all 
terms of the mortgage with the debtor 
is: Specialized Loan Servicing, 6200 
S. Quebec St., Greenwood Village, 
CO  80111, 800-306-6059.  
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Toni 
Jones a/k/a Toni D. Jones or a tenant 
or tenants and said property is more 
commonly known as 110 Deep 
Springs Way, Covington, Georgia  
30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
MEB LOAN Trust IV, U.S. Bank 
National Association, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as 
trustee
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
TONI JONES a/k/a Toni D. Jones
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lot 168 for 
the 10th District of Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lot 196 of Overlook 
Pass, Unit Two, according to the plat 
recorded in Plat Book 32, Page 35, 
Newton County, Georgia Records, 
which plat is incorporated herein by 
reference thereto for a more accurate 
and complete description.

SUBJECT TO any first position 
security deeds of record.
 
MR/MJW     7/6/21
OUR FILE no. 21-05159GA - FT7

PUBLIC NOTICE #200370
6/6,13,20,27

STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
NEWTON

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

PURSUANT TO the power of sale 
contained in the Security Deed 
executed by JOHN L GOLDEN 
III to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., 
ACTING SOLELY AS NOMINEE 
FOR HOMESTAR FINANCIAL 
CORP., its successors and assigns, 
in the original principal amount of 
$157,102.00 dated August 11, 2017 
and recorded in Deed Book 3599, 
Page 4, Newton County records, said 
Security Deed being last transferred 
to LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, 
LLC in Deed Book 4215, Page 
324, Newton County records, the 
undersigned will sell at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for cash, before 
the Courthouse door in said County, 
or at such other place as lawfully 
designated, within the legal hours 
of sale, on August 03, 2021, the 
property in said Security Deed and 
described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN 
LAND LOT 100 OF THE 10TH 
DISTRICT, NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, BEING LOT 56, UNIT 
THREE OF ASHLEY MEADOWS 
SUBDIVISION, AS PER PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 42, PAGES 145-148, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA 
RECORDS, WHICH RECORDED 
PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN 
BY REFERENCE AND MADE A 
PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.
PARCEL ID: 0028E-00000-055-000
SAID PROPERTY being known 
as: 150 SUNFLOWER LANE, 
COVINGTON, GA 30016
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the party or parties in 
possession of said property is/are 
JOHN L GOLDEN III or tenant(s).
THE DEBT secured by said 
Security Deed has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as provided for in the 
Note and said Security Deed. The 
debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of 
sale, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to the following: (1) any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, whether or not yet 
due and payable); (2) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority; 
(3) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property; 
and (4) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 

Deed first set out above.
SAID SALE will be conducted subject 
to the following: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed.
THE NAME, address, and telephone 
number of the individual or entity 
who has full authority to negotiate, 
amend, and modify all terms of the 
mortgage is as follows:
CENLAR FEDERAL Savings Bank 
425 Phillips Boulevard Ewing, NJ 
08618
NOTE THAT pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-14-162.2, the above individual 
or entity is not required by law to 
negotiate, amend, or modify the 
terms of the mortgage.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, 
LLC, as Attorney-in-Fact for JOHN L 
GOLDEN III
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC 
10700 Abbott’s Bridge Road Suite 
170 Duluth, GA 30097 Phone: 
470.321.7112
FIRM FILE No. 21-061047 - AmE

PUBLIC NOTICE #200485
6/27-7/4,11,18,25

STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
NEWTON

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

PURSUANT TO the power of 
sale contained in the Security 
Deed executed by MOHAMMED 
A AL JUBOORI to MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 
SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE 
FOR HOMESTAR FINANCIAL 
CORP., its successors and assigns 
in the original principal amount 
of $239,580.00 dated March 31, 
2016 and recorded in Deed Book 
3427, Page 81, Newton County 
records, said Security Deed being 
last transferred to FREEDOM 
MORTGAGE CORPORATION in 
Deed Book 4036, Page 556, Newton 
County records, the undersigned 
will sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, before the 
Courthouse door in said County, 
or at such other place as lawfully 
designated, within the legal hours of 
sale, on July 06, 2021, the property 
in said Security Deed and described 
as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 84 OF THE TENTH LAND 
DISTRICT OF NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, CONTAINING 2.73 
ACRES AND SHOWN AS TRACT 
#2 ON THAT PLAT OF SURVEY 
FOR RONALD W. STANLEY 
PREPARED BY LOUIE D. PATRICK, 
R.S., DATED OCTOBER 31, 
1983, AND RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 18, PAGE 307, NEWTON 
COUNTY CLERK OF SUPERIOR 
COURT RECORDS, WHICH PLAT 
IS INCORPORATED HEREIN 
BY REFERENCE THERETO 
FOR A MORE PARTICULAR 
DESCRIPTION.
SAID PROPERTY being known as: 
1220 KINNETT RD, COVINGTON, 
GA 30016
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the party or parties in 
possession of said property is/are 
MOHAMMED A AL JUBOORI AND 
SHERNELL N AL JUBOORI or 
tenant(s).
THE DEBT secured by said 
Security Deed has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as provided for in the 
Note and said Security Deed. The 
debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of 
sale, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to the following: (1) any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, whether or not yet 
due and payable); (2) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority; 
(3) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property; 
and (4) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
SAID SALE will be conducted subject 
to the following: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed.
THE NAME, address, and telephone 
number of the individual or entity 
who has full authority to negotiate, 
amend, and modify all terms of the 
mortgage is as follows:
FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
Corporation 907 Pleasant Valley 
Avenue, Suite 3
MOUNT LAUREL, NJ 08054 Phone: 
855-690-5900
NOTE THAT pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-14-162.2, the above individual 
or entity is not required by law to 
negotiate, amend, or modify the 
terms of the mortgage.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, as Attorney-in-Fact 
for
MOHAMMED A AL JUBOORI
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC 
10700 Abbott’s Bridge Road Suite 
170 Duluth, GA 30097 Phone: 
470.321.7112
FIRM FILE No. 19-366418 - AmE

PUBLIC NOTICE #200405
6/6,13,20,27

Name Changes
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of 
Child(ren):  
ADEN PESHAWN HECTOR 

TOLEDO
PETITIONER,
VS.
PREDO TOLEDO
RESPONDENT.
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2021-CV-1245-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF CHILD

TRISHAWNA BELL filed a petition 
in the Newton County Superior Court 
on MAY 26 , 2021, to change the 
name of the following minor child
FROM: ADEN PESHAWN HECTOR 
TOLEDO to ADEN PESHAWN 
RYDER TOLDEP BELL Any 
interested party has the right 
to appear in this case and file 
objections within the time prescribed 
in O.C.G.A. §§ 19-12-1(f)(2) and (3).

TRISHAWNA BELL
195 PEBBLE BROOKE COURT
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200416
6/6,13,20,27

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of 
Child(ren):  
CHRISTIE LEA MOBLEY
PETITIONER,
VS.
ANTHONY LEVON PROCTOR
RESPONDENT.
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2021-CV-1269-5

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF CHILD

CHRISTIE LEA MOBLEY filed 
a petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on JUNE 1 , 2021, 
to change the name of the following 
minor child
FROM: KAREN LEVON PROCTOR 
to KACEN LEVON PROCTOR 
Any interested party has the right 
to appear in this case and file 
objections within the time prescribed 
in O.C.G.A. §§ 19-12-1(f)(2) and (3).

CHRISTIE LEA MOBLEY
6102 NIXON CIRCLE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200432
6/13,20,27-7/4

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of 
Child(ren):  
CONLECTRICLE BELCHER
PETITIONER,
VS.
MORRIS THRASHER
RESPONDENT.
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 
2021-CV-1272-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF CHILD

CONLECTRICLE BELCHER filed 
a petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on MAY 28 , 2021, 
to change the name of the following 
minor child
FROM: MARTRAIL KEYONTAE 
GRIFFIN to MARTRAIL KEYONTAE 
THRASHER Any interested party 
has the right to appear in this case 
and file objections within the time 
prescribed in O.C.G.A. §§ 19-12-1(f)
(2) and (3).

CONLECTRICLE BELCHER
10230 SOUTH DINAH CIRCLE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200433
6/13,20,27-7/4

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA

IN RE SARA NICOLE 
FREDERICKS 
JEREMY FREDERICKS  
PETITIONER 

CIVIL ACTION File No. 
SUCV2021001246

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME

GEORGIA, NEWTON County

NOTICE IS hereby given that Jeremy 
Fredericks, filed this petition to the 
Superior Court of Newton County, 
Georgia on the 27th day of May, 
2021, praying got a change in the 
name of the minor child, from Sara 
Nicole Frederick to Zephyr Theodore 
Jaxen Fredericks.
NOTICE IS hereby given pursuant 
to law to any interested or affected 
party to appear in said Court and to 
file objections to such name change. 
Objections must be filed with said 
Court within 20 days of the filing of 
said petition.

THIS 1ST day of June, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200467
6/20,27-7/4,11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the name change of
AMANDA SUE FARILL
PETITIONER 

CIVIL ACTION File # 2021-CV-1433-
2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

 
AMANDA SUE FARILL filed a 
petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on JUNE 17  2021 
to change the name from AMANDA 
SUE FARILL to AMANDA SUE 
HOSHAL Any interested party has 
the right to appear in this case and 
file objections within 30 days after 
the Petition was filed
DATE: 06/17/21

AMANDA SUE FARILL
6195 FLOYD STREET
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200479
6/27-7/4,11,18

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
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NEWTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the name change of
DANIEL EDWARD NANCE
PETITIONER 

CIVIL ACTION File # 2021-CV-1083-
2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

 
DANIEL EDWARD NANCE 
filed a petition in the Newton 
County Superior Court on MAY 
6  2021 to change the name from 
DANIEL EDWARD NANCE to 
IRIKETEKANA DANIEL EDWARD 
ANANCE. Any interested party has 
the right to appear in this case and 
file objections within 30 days after 
the Petition was filed
DATE: 3-22-21

DANIEL E.NANCE
330 RIVER RIDGE
SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA 30025

PUBLIC NOTICE #200454
6/13,20,27-7/4

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the name change of
DEANNA TOWANDA DAVENPORT
PETITIONER 

CIVIL ACTION File # 2021-CV-1405-
2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

 
DEANNA TOWANDA DAVENPORT 
filed a petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on JUNE 16, 2021to 
change the name from DEANNA 
TOWANDA DAVENPORT to 
DEANNA DAVENPORT WEAVER. 
Any interested party has the right 
to appear in this case and file 
objections within 30 days after the 
Petition was filed
DATE: 6-16-21

DEANNA T. DAVENPORT
13611 HWY 278 SE
SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA 30025

PUBLIC NOTICE #200486
6/27-7/4,11,18

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the name change of
ERICA HENDERSON
PETITIONER 

CIVIL ACTION File # 2021-CV-129-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME OF ADULT
 
ERICA HENDERSON filed a petition 
in the Newton County Superior 
Court on JUNE 2  2021 to change 
the name from ERICA LASHAWN 
HENDERSON to ERICA LASHAWN 
JOHNSON. Any interested party has 
the right to appear in this case and 
file objections within 30 days after 
the Petition was filed
DATE: 06-2-21

ERICA HENDERSON
11545 BROWN BRIDGE RD
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200435
6/13,20,27-7/4

Public Hearings
CITY OF COVINGTON

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS hereby given, per 
the City of Covington’s Code of 
Ordinances Chapter 16.12 that the 
below applications were submitted 
for consideration by the Covington 
Planning Commission on the 
following properties.
A. REZONING: PR21-
0003-
REQUEST – Rezone notated 
parcels from existing M2 (Heavy 
Industrial) TO proposed CR (Corridor 
Residential) for a proposed 210-unit 
residential townhome development:
LOCATION:  ALCOVY Road
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C079 079
OWNERS:  JAMES P. Hayes & Joan 
Sutherland
APPLICANT:  JBW Investments, 
LLC (Eric Johansen)
B. SPECIAL USE PERMIT: 
PSU21-0009-
REQUESTED USE – 210-unit 
residential townhome development:
LOCATION:  ALCOVY Road
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C079 079
OWNERS:  JAMES P. Hayes & Joan 
Sutherland
APPLICANT:  JBW Investments, 
LLC (Eric Johansen)
C. SPECIAL USE PERMIT: 
PSU21-0007-
REQUESTED USE – A 227-unit, 
townhome development:
LOCATION:  DR. ML King Jr. Ave.,
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C082 
005B & C082 005C (CM)
OWNER:  NEELY Farms Family, 
LTD.
APPLICANT:  TAYLOR Weaver
 D. PRELIMINARY PLAT: 
PPP21-0001-
REQUEST - Subdivide +/- 23 acres 
for a proposed 227-unit, townhome 
development: 
LOCATION:  DR. ML King Jr., Ave.,
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C082 

005B & C082 005C (CM)
OWNER:  NEELY Farms Family LTD
APPLICANT:  TAYLOR Weaver
E. PRELIMINARY PLAT: 
PPP21-0004-
REQUEST:  SUBDIVIDE +/- 59 
acres for a proposed 157-lot, single-
family residential development 
(Neely Farms Phase III):
LOCATION:  9431 ML King Jr., Ave., 
& ML King Jr., Ave.
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C082 
005E & C082 005F (NR2)
OWNER:  DON Barnette
APPLICANT:  BLUE River 
Development (Steve Oexmann)
F. PRELIMINARY PLAT:  
PPP21-0006-
REQUEST:  SUBDIVIDE +/- 96 
acres into three (3) parcels for 
proposed development of Covington 
Logistics Center.
LOCATION: 1 Hazelbrand 
Road
TAX MAP Parcel Number: 
C097 035B
OWNER: COVINGTON Logistics 
Park 1, LLC
APPLICANT: G E O R G I A 
Civil, Inc. (Todd Peaster)
 G. FINAL PLAT:  
PFP21-0003-
REQUEST: FINAL plat for Covington 
Town Center and will create Parcel 
2A.
LOCATION:  10000 City Pond Road
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C080 036
O W N E R / A P P L I C A N T :  
COVINGTON Town Center, LLC 
(Harry Kitchen)
 
THE PLANNING Commission will 
conduct the First Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
with Mayor and Council conducting 
the Final Public Hearing, on Monday 
July 19th, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. Both 
meetings will be held in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, 2116 Stallings 
Street.   ALL INTERESTED parties 
are invited to participate.  For more 
information, contact the city Planning 
& Development office at 770-385-
2178/2179.  

PUBLIC NOTICE #200489
6/27

CITY OF COVINGTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS hereby given, per 
the City of Covington’s Code of 
Ordinances Chapter 16.12 that the 
below applications were submitted 
for consideration by the Covington 
Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
on the following applications/
properties.
A. VARIANCE: PAV21-
0003:
REQUEST:  VARIANCE to the 
requirement for sidewalk along Hwy 

142:
PROPOSED PARCEL to be affected:
HWY 142
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C080 045
OWNER/APPLICANT:   
USPF/SREP Covington Owner LP
C/O KEVIN Casteel
B. VARIANCE:  PAV21-
0002:
REQUEST:  VARIANCE to setbacks 
to allowing for a parcel division with 
existing businesses to remain on 
proposed divided parcels, Tracts A & 
B. 
PROPOSED PARCEL to be affected:
4122 WASHINGTON St.
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C035 
0002 007
OWNER/APPLICANT: P R AV E E N 
Vittal
THE BOARD of Adjustments and 
Appeals will conduct a public 
hearing on Tuesday, July 20, 2021 
at 2:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, 2116 Stallings Street, 
Covington, GA.   ALL INTERESTED 
parties are invited to participate.  For 
more information, contact the city 
Planning & Development office at 
770-385-2178/2179.  

PUBLIC NOTICE #200490
6/27

Public Notice
IN THE SUPERIOR  COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY
GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 
VS.  
CERTAIN EASEMENT RIGHTS; 
and
DAVID W. Plott; Vivian G. Plott; 
AgSouth Farm Credit, ACA; and 
United States of America acting 
through the Internal Revenue 
Service, individually

DOCKET NO. SUCV2021000490

NOTICE OF SUMMONS

TO: DAVID W. Plott and Vivian G. 
Plott, Defendants  and Condemnees 
named above.

YOU ARE hereby  notified that the 
above-sty led condemnation  action 
was filed against you in said Court on 
the 3nl day of March, 2021, and that 
by reason of an Order for service of 
summons by publication  entered by 
the Court on May 26, 2021, you are 
hereby commanded  and required to 
file with the clerk of said court and 
serve upon William C. Gottschalk, 
Plaintiffs and Condemnor’s attorney, 
whose address is William C. 
Gottschalk,  LLC, 2708 Pathview 
Drive, Dacula, GA 30019, an answer 
to the complaint within sixty (60) 
days ofthe date of the order for 

service by publication.
WITNESS THE Honorable  W. 
Kendall Wynne, Jr., Judge of said 
court. This   28th   day of  
May  , 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #200408
6/13,20,27-7/4

PUBLIC NOTICE: 

COVINGTON-NEWTON COUNTY 
Communications is proposing to build 
a 480-foot Guyed Wire Public Safety 
Communications Tower located 
at 10792 GA Hwy 36, Covington, 
Newton County, GA 30014 (33° 33’ 
24.41” N, 83° 51’ 4.43” W). Public 
comments regarding potential effects 
from this site on historic properties 
may be submitted within 30-days 
from the date of this publication to J. 
Ivey, Terracon, 2105 Newpoint Place, 
Suite 600, Lawrenceville, GA 30043; 
770-623-0755; joann.ivey@terracon.
com. Reference Terracon Project No. 
49217326. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #200482
6/27

THE NEWTON County 
government proposes to construct 
a 250’ self-support public safety 
communications tower at 176 Mt. 
Zion Road, Oxford, Newton County, 
Georgia. (33 38’ 50.75” N, 83 54’ 
46.41” W). Anticipated tower lighting 
application is medium intensity 
dual red/white strobes. Interested 
persons may review the application 
for this project at www.fcc.gov/asr/
applications by entering Antenna 
Structure Registration (Form 854) 
file No. A1195973. Environmental 
concerns may be raised by filing a 
Request for Environmental Review 
with the FCC. The FCC strongly 
encourages interested parties to 
file Requests for Environmental 
Review online at www.fcc.gov/asr/
environmentalrequest , but they may 
be filed with a paper copy by mailing 
the Request to:  FCC Requests for 
Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon 
Williams, 445 12th Street SW, 
Washington, DC 20554.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200484
6/27

Public Sales Auctions
PUBLIC AUCTION: Sellars Wrecker 
Services, In accordance with the 
OCGA (40-11-2) the following 
vehicle will be sold to the highest 
bidder at public auction that will 
be held on JUNE 26, 2021. Sealed 
bids will be accepted from 10:00 
am to 2:00 pm at Sellars Wrecker 
Services, 295 Hwy 162, Covington 
Ga. 30016. 

• 2015 APOLLO 
DIRTBIKE L08YGJGA1F000184
• 2015 NISSAN ALTIMA 

1N4AL3AP1FC444106
• 2006 DODGE 
DURANGO 1D4HD48N76F166104
• 2013 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE 1GNLC2E07DR260459
• 2005 HONDA CIVIC 
1HGEM22905L023433
• 2002 TOYOTA 
4RUNNER JT3GN86R720258138
• 2014 CHEVROLET 
CRUZE 1G1PA5SH7E7486616
• 1998 CHEVROLET S10 
1GCCS1441WK174778

PUBLIC NOTICE #200463
6/20,27

Trade Names
TRADE NAME 

REGISTRATION
AFFIDAVIT 

GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern:
PLEASE BE advised that THE 
ERIKA R. STOKES. whose 
address is 55 CRANBROOK CT 
COVINGTON GA 30016 and the 
owner(s) of the certain business now 
being carried on at 55 CRANBROOK 
CT COVINGTON  GA 30016 in 
the following trade name, to-wit: 
RELI-ON JUNK REMOVAL and 
that the nature of said business is:  
HUAULING & JUNK REMOVAL/ 
TRASH REMOVAL This statement 
is made in conformity with O.C.G.A. 
§10-1-490 et seq. requiring the filing 
of such statement with the Clerk of 
Superior Court of this county.
THIS THE 9TH  day of JUNE , 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200461
6/20,27

TRADE NAME 
REGISTRATION

AFFIDAVIT 
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern:
PLEASE BE advised that KEVIN 
MCREE whose address is 5193 OLD 
MONTICELLO ST, COVINGTON 
GA 30014 and the owner(s) of the 
certain business now being carried 
on at5193 OLD MONTICELLO 
ST COVINGTON GA 30014 in 
the following trade name, to-wit: 
KM CHIMNEY AND GUTTER 
CLEANING that the nature of said 
business is:  SCORPIO CLEANING 
AND PRESSURE WASHING This 
statement is made in conformity with 
O.C.G.A. §10-1-490 et seq. requiring 
the filing of such statement with 
the Clerk of Superior Court of this 
county.
THIS THE 14TH  day of JUNE , 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200483
6/27-7/4

Special to The Covington News
U.S. Rep. Jody Hice, R-Greensboro, recently awarded 
his Hice Headliner award to Bradley’s BBQ owner Brad 
Stewart for his work to team up with the Georgia Emer-
gency Management Agency as well as the local Kiwanis 
and Rotary clubs to provide meals to local first respond-
ers, doctors’ offices and hospitals during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Bradley’s BBQ has operated since 1999 and 
earned the Covington-Newton County Chamber’s Small 
Business Employer of the Year Award in 2019 and The 
Covington News’ Unsung Hero award in 2021.

Former teacher pleads guilty to obscene contact with child
By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — A 
former Newton County 
middle school teacher who 
had served as a teen’s men-
tor pleaded guilty Thursday 
to an internet porn charge 
related to his request the boy 
videotape himself for the 
teacher’s pleasure.

Former seventh-grade 
math teacher Winfred Akins, 
48, of Covington, pleaded 
guilty to one felony count 
of Obscene Internet Contact 
with a Child in a negotiat-
ed plea in Newton County 
Superior Court Thursday, 
June 24.

Judge Layla Zon accepted 
the plea and sentenced Akins 
to 10 years, with the first 
three in confinement and the 
remainder on probation.

“There’s something wrong 
with an individual who 
would prey upon innocent 
young men,” Zon told Akins 
during the hearing.

She told Akins he would 
be classified as a sex offend-
er and ordered him not to 

have contact 
with children 
under age 16. 

The judge 
also said 
she did not 
want him to 
go “off the 
radar” if he 
moved from 
his Henry 
County home.

She ordered Akins to 
notify Newton County Su-
perior Court if he changed 
residences because of her 
concerns he would become 
involved with a new group 
of youths as he went through 
the “bureaucracy” of linking 
with a new probation officer.

“I don’t trust you around 
children,” Zon said.

The judge also allowed the 
boy’s mother to read a victim 
impact statement Thursday.

She said she had trusted 
Akins enough to allow him 
to mentor her 14-year-old 
son. He had visited her 
church and told an audience 
during a public event the 
boy was an “inspiration” to 

others, she said.
“And ‘blah, blah, blah’ and 

all the other jibberish,” she 
said. “Not knowing the day 
I asked you to mentor my 
son would be a day I would 
regret.”

She said she now has a 
strained relationship with her 
son.

The woman said she is a 
single mother and endured 
physical ailments from the 
mental anguish she went 
through for allowing Akins 
access to her son.

“The defendant convinced 
my son he had no one to turn 
to,” she said.

The ailment also kept 
her from working at times, 
despite being a sole provider 
for her family. 

Akins declined to speak. 
Zon noted prosecutors had 

said the 14-year-old victim 
had found it odd that he was 
being asked to share images 
of himself with his teacher.

“I think that the mother’s 
words summarized just a 
small part of the damage 
you’ve done in the commu-

nity,” Zon told Akins.
Akins had worked in two 

counties as a teacher and 
had “years of direct involve-
ment” with young students 
before working in New-
ton County, said Assistant 
District Attorney Alex Stone 
during a September bond 
hearing.

She said Akins, who was 
married with two children, 
also had mentored a church 
youth group but was told 
to leave the job after he 
allegedly made advances to-
ward a group member during 
a trip to Orlando, Florida.

He worked as a teacher at 
Liberty Middle School for 
two years and served as a 
step team coach and a stu-
dent mentor. 

The investigation into the 
charges began when the vic-
tim’s mother told a sheriff’s 
deputy on Aug. 11, 2020, 
that she had discovered her 
14-year-old son received 
messages by phone from 
Akins in December 2019.

Akins had asked the boy to 
videotape himself commit-

ting a sex act so the suspect 
could watch it and tell him 
if he was doing it correctly, 
Stone said.

Stone said sheriff’s office 
investigators then secured 
a search warrant for Akins’ 
home Aug. 28, 2020, and 
seized electronic devices, 
including computers and cell 
phones.

They also seized a list of 
“multiple” names of poten-
tial victims, and a pencil 
case containing names and 
images on what appeared 
to be replicas of temporary 
driver’s licenses, Stone said. 

After his Aug. 28 arrest, he 
resigned from his teaching 
job six days later after being 
charged with child molesta-
tion and computer pornogra-
phy crimes.

Zon denied Akins’ re-
quest for a bond to be set 
during the September hear-
ing because of his alleged 
actions to convince his wife 
to remove files from a cell 
phone that was part of the 
investigation.

Winfred 
Akins

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Coun-
cil members unanimously 
approved a $142 million budget 
for the city to operate with over 
the 2021-2022 fiscal year.

According to records pro-
vided by the city, the budget 
amount was a nearly $14 mil-
lion increase from the previous 
fiscal year. For 2020-2021, the 
budget was $128 million.

While estimated revenues for 
the city totaled $142,509,003 
for the new year, expenditures 
were totaled at $142,104,611, 
leaving $404,392 earmarked as 
contingency funds.

The majority of the budget 
increase appeared to be mostly 

pointed toward salary increases 
for city employees across nearly 
all departments. Exceptions 
were the mayor and coun-
cil ($72,000 — no change), 
Utility Billing/Meter Reading 
employees ($266,265 — de-
crease of $57,384), Auto Repair 
Shop employees ($243,860 
— decrease of $30,659), and 
Cemetery and Parks employ-
ees ($80,847 — decrease of 
$16,862).

The city estimated a slight 
decrease in general property tax 
revenue for the new fiscal year 
($5.3 million) than the previous 
year ($5.4 million).

Sales tax revenue was an-
ticipated to increase by about 
$800,000 in 2021-2022.

The police department will 
have an annual operating 
expense of $8.8 million — the 

highest of all departments 
— followed by the fire depart-
ment’s expense total of $6.3 
million. The city’s street depart-
ment will try to operate with a 
cap of $1.94 million. 

Other notable expense totals 
by department:

Administration – $1.6 million
Planning & Zoning – $1.3 

million
Engineering –  $1.1 million.
Marketing/Communications – 

$1.03 million
Elected Officials – $543,591
Economic Development – 

$226,699
Recreation – $132,369
A copy of the approved bud-

get can be viewed at CovNews.
com.

The new fiscal year begins 
July 1.

Covington council OKs 2021-2022 budget
Records show nearly $14M 

increase from last year
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For the 15th consecutive year, 
Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home, Covington,
has been named a recipient of the National

Funeral Directors Association Pursuit of
Excellence Award. This Award is presented by

NFDA annually to firms that have
demonstrated a commitment to raising the bar

on funeral service excellence by adhering to
strict ethical and professional standards and
providing outstanding service to families and

communities.   

Congratulations to the 
Caldwell & Cowan Staff for this achievement!

Pursuit of Excellence Award

Faithful Friends Campus
1591 Access Rd, Covington, GA 30016 • 770-999-9602

•  Same day service. No waiting.  
You can take your pet’s ashes  
home tonight.

•  Each pet is cremated ALONE, 
guaranteed by our exclusive Pet 
Tracker 360® system, that ensures 
you receive your pet’s ashes.

•  State-of-the-art facility where 
families can plan, grieve and 
commemorate their pets.

• Available 24/7. Hi, my name is Carmen!
You can adopt me from 

Pound Puppies N’ Kittens Inc., 
located in Social Circle.

 Call 770-464-3393 to learn more.

THE COVINGTON NEWS’ PET OF THE WEEK

Prep Basketball

Special to The Covington News
Piedmont Academy senior Bradley Greenwood is taking his talents to the next level after signing a basketball scholarship to play for  Gardner-Webb University in North Carolina.

By CHRIS BRIDGES
Correspondent

MONTICELLO, Ga. 
— Coach Will Johnson 
has always believed 
Bradley Greenwood 
possesses unlimited 
potential on the basket-
ball court.

Greenwood will now 
have the opportunity 
to continue his hoops 
career at the next level 
after signing with Gard-
ner-Webb University in 
Boiling Springs, N.C., 
last week. The Pied-

mont Academy senior 
was a two-time All-Re-
gion player and helped 
the Cougars to the Elite 
Eight on two occasions.

“Bradley was on 
my first team here 
and played for me for 
four years,” Johnson 
said. “He helped turn 
the program around 
and was a big part of 
winning more than 
60 games during his 
career.”

The coach said play-

ing at the next level will 
be a great opportunity 
for his player.

“I have always said 
Bradley has as much 
potential as anyone I 
have coached,” Johnson 
said. “I am glad he is 
getting this opportuni-
ty.”

Greenwood’s AAU 
coach called him early 
this month and told him 
of the opportunity at 
Gardner-Webb. The se-
nior was already set to 

attend Augusta Univer-
sity since it was some-
what close to home.

After discussing the 
opportunity with his 
family, Greenwood vis-
ited the Gardner-Webb 
campus. Greenwood 
was impressed with 
what he saw and decid-
ed to make the commit-
ment.

“I am very thankful 
to God for this opportu-
nity and didn’t want to 
pass it up,” he said.

Greenwood inks NLI with Gardner-Webb

University of Georgia Athletics
Elija Godwin will be representing Team USA as a relay leg.

By MASON WITTNER
mwittner@covnews.com

It appears Elija God-
win will be heading to 
Tokyo after all.

The former New-
ton Ram and current 
Georgia Bulldog 
placed sixth in the 
U.S. Olympic Track & 
Field Trials at Hayward 
Field in Eugene, Ore., 
last weekend. He ran a 
44.94 in the 400m final, 
the third-fastest time for 
a collegiate sprinter in 
the event, but missed 
the cut to automatically 
qualify for the Tokyo 
Olympics.

This week, however, 
the University of Geor-
gia athletic department 
announced Godwin had 
been named as a relay 
leg for Team USA.

Wednesday morn-
ing, Georgia’s Track & 
Field twitter account 
sent out a photo of 
Godwin walking in a 
Team USA sweatshirt 

while hauling luggage 
that had Nike and Team 
USA logos imprinted 
on them. The picture 
was accompanied by 
a caption, which read: 
“Know what that means 
if Elija Godwin is leav-
ing #TrackFieldTrials21 
in Oregon with Team 
USA gear?? Ticket 
PUNCHED.”

Godwin’s selec-
tion to the Team USA 
relay team was later 
confirmed on Geor-
giaDogs.com, the 
official website for 
University of Georgia 
athletics.

Godwin, a junior, 
has been nothing short 
of historic thus far in 
2021. He set the record 
for the fastest indoor 
400m relay leg in 
collegiate history with 
a 44.21 and shattered 
several program records 
for the Bulldogs during 
the SEC Outdoor 
Championships.

College Track & Field

Godwin named relay 
leg for Team USA
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SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Losing interest in an exercise 
regimen is a situation many fitness 
enthusiasts have confronted at one 
point or another. Overcoming a stale 
workout routine can be simple for 
young athletes, whose bodies can 
typically handle a wide range of 
physical activities. That flexibility 
allows younger athletes the chance 
to pursue any number of physical 
activities when their existing fitness 
regimens grow stale. But what about 
seniors who have grown tired of their 
workouts? 

Even seniors who have lived active 
lifestyles since they were young-
sters are likely to encounter certain 
physical limitations associated with 
aging. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the 
likelihood  of dealing with one or 
more physical limitations increases 
with age. CDC data indicates that 8 
percent of adults between the ages of 
50 and 59 have three or more phys-
ical limitations. That figure rises to 
27 percent among adults age 80 and 
over.

Physical limitations may be a part 
of aging for many people, but such 
obstacles need not limit seniors 

looking to banish boredom from 
their workout routines. In fact, many 
seniors can successfully engage in a 
variety of exercises that benefit their 
bodies and are unlikely to grow stale.

• Water aerobics: Sometimes 
referred to as “aqua aerobics,” water 
aerobics may involve jogging in the 
water, leg lifts, arm curls, and other 
activities that can safely be per-
formed in a pool. The YMCA notes 
that water aerobics exercises are low 
impact, which can make them ideal 
for seniors with bone and joint issues 
like arthritis.

• Resistance band workouts: Re-
sistance band workouts can be espe-
cially useful for seniors who spend a 
lot of time at home. Resistance bands 
are inexpensive and don’t take up a 
lot of space, making them ideal for 
people who like to exercise at home 
but don’t have much space. Resis-
tance bands can be used to strengthen 
muscles in various parts of the body, 
including the legs, arms and back. 
Resistance bands can be pulled or 
pushed in any direction, which allows 
for more versatility in a workout than 
weight machines and dumbbells. That 
versatility allows seniors to spice up 
their workout regimens when things 
get a little stale. 

• Pilates: Pilates is another low-im-
pact exercise that can be ideal for 
seniors with bone and joint issues. 
According to SilverSneakers®, 
a community fitness program for 
seniors that promotes living through 
physical and social engagement, 
Pilates can help seniors build overall 
strength, stability and coordination. 
SilverSneakers® even notes that se-
niors can experience improvements in 
strength and stability by committing 
to as little as 10 to 15 minutes of daily 
Pilates exercises.

• Strength training: Seniors on the 
lookout for something more chal-
lenging than a daily walk around the 
neighborhood should not overlook 
the benefits of strength training. The 
CDC notes that seniors who partici-
pate in strength training can stimulate 
the growth of muscle and bone, there-
by reducing their risk for osteoporosis 
and frailty. In fact, the CDC notes 
that people with health concerns like 
arthritis or heart disease often benefit 
the most from exercise regimens that 
include lifting weights a few times 
each week.

Physical limitations are a part of 
aging. But seniors need not let such 
limitations relegate them to repetitive, 
boring workouts.
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Seniors can successfully engage in a variety of exercises that benefit their bodies and are unlikely to grow stale.

Effective exercises for seniors

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Humans’ desire to live inde-
pendently begins in adolescence 
and continues into older adult-
hood. Though many seniors can 
handle the tasks of daily life on 
their own, others may need vary-
ing degrees of assistance. 

Seniors have various options at 
their disposal in regard to finding 
help to get through daily life. 
Those who need round-the-clock 
help typically look to skilled 
nursing facilities, or SNFs, which 
are staffed with licensed nurses 
and therapists who are capable of 
providing a more advanced level 
of medical care than home health 
aides or assisted living facilities 
can offer.

Seniors who want to plan ahead 
can shop around for SNFs and 
make their preferences known 
in their estate planning. When 
looking for an SNF, seniors and 
their loved ones can utilize these 
tips to find the right facility.

• Speak with your health care 
team. Seniors’ health care teams, 
including their general practi-
tioners as well as any doctors 
who may have treated them for 
specific diseases or conditions, 
can be great resources. For 
example, an oncology team may 
recommend a local SNF that has 
a strong track record in working 
with cancer survivors. Many 
people who stay in SNFs do so as 
part of a rehabilitation program, 
and a health care team can pro-
vide valuable insight into which 
facilities may match up well with 
individual patients’ needs.

• Give location ample con-
sideration. When looking for 
an SNF, location should not be 
overlooked. The quality of care a 
facility can provide should be the 
utmost priority, but the value of 
choosing a facility that’s close to 
loved ones cannot be understated, 
especially for seniors who will be 
moving in for a lengthy period of 
time. Routine visits from loved 
ones can lift the spirits of SNF 
residents. In addition, AARP® 
notes that regular visitors can 
scrutinize care and serve as resi-
dents’ advocates if they feel their 
concerns are not being satisfacto-
rily addressed by staff members.

• Visit facilities in person. 
Online ratings can provide some 
insight into a facility, but noth-
ing can replace the value of an 
in-person visit. The American 
Health Care Association urges 
families to observe a facility 
in person so they can gauge its 
overall environment and whether 
or not it seems like a peaceful or 
chaotic place. Pay close attention

Finding 
the right 
nursing 
facility

 See RIGHT, B3
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RIGHT:
Continued from B2

to residents and try to determine if 
they’re well-groomed. These are 
things that can only be noticed in 
person, which underscores the im-
portance of in person visits.

Skilled nursing facilities are an 
option for seniors who require 
advanced medical care. Finding the 
right facility requires careful con-
sideration of a host of factors.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Assisted living 
facilities are a vital 
resource for aging 
individuals. Data from 
the American Health 
Care Association® and 
the National Center 
for Assisted Living® 
indicates that more than 
811,000 people reside 
in assisted living facil-
ities across the United 
States.

Assisted living 
facilities have changed 
dramatically over the 
years, making them 
ideal options for adults 
who may need varying 
degrees of help with 
daily activities. Such 
facilities can help with 
activities like bathing 
and preparing meals, 
but they also can help 
residents find and 
explore new or existing 
hobbies. As individuals 
adjust to life in assisted 
living facilities, finding 
new hobbies or redis-
covering old passions 
can be a great way to 
connect with fellow 
residents.

• Reading: Reading 
is a rewarding activity 
that can greatly benefit 
seniors  and provide 
an engaging pastime 
for those with limited 
mobility. Many as-
sisted living facilities 

offer activities that are 
designed to foster com-
munication between 
residents and a book 
club can do just that. 
What’s more, reading 
every day may be espe-
cially valuable for peo-
ple age 65 and older. A 
2018 study published 
in the journal JAMA 
Psychiatry found that 
dementia risk was con-

siderably lower among 
men and women 65 and 
older who participated 
in intellectual activities 
like reading than it was 
among seniors who 
did not engage in such 
pursuits.

• Gardening: AARP 
notes that gardening 
provides a host of 
health benefits that go 
beyond ensuring fresh 

fruits and vegetables 
will be on the dinner 
table. For example, 
vitamin D is vital to 
bone health, which 
is important for ag-
ing men and women 
who are vulnerable to 
osteoporosis. A 2014 
study from researchers 
in Italy found that ex-
posure to sunlight can 
help older adults get 

adequate amounts of vi-
tamin D. Signing up for 
a gardening club can be 
a great way for seniors 
to get some exercise, 
enjoy time outside the 
assisted living facility 
and promote strong 
bones.

• Art therapy: Ac-
cording to the Chicago 
Methodist Senior Ser-
vices, art therapy is a 

creative form of thera-
py designed to help old-
er adults with memory 
loss or those experienc-
ing mental or physical 
stress. The Harvard 
Medical School notes 
that recent research has 
indicated that engaging 
in creative activities 
may be more effective 
at delaying cognitive 
decline than merely 
appreciating creative 
works. A 2014 study 
from researchers in 
Germany found that re-
tirees who painted and 
sculpted had greater 
improvements in spatial 
reasoning and emotion-
al resilience than a sim-
ilar group who attended 
art appreciation classes. 
Many assisted living fa-
cilities offer art therapy 
or similar programs to 
residents, and enrolling 
in such programs can 
promote social interac-
tion and provide nu-
merous benefits to men 
and women over 65.

Assisted living facil-
ities offer an array of 
programs designed to 
help residents develop 
rewarding hobbies that 
can benefit their long-
term health.

Metro Creative Service
As individuals adjust to life in assisted living facilities, finding new hobbies or rediscovering old passions can be a 
great way to connect with fellow residents.

Hobbies for seniors in assisted living communities

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

As people age, often-
times their living ar-
rangements need to be 
adjusted. Needs evolve 
as children move out or 
other situations arise. 
One of the scenarios 
that may come to pass 
as a person ages is the 
need for more special-
ized help that just isn’t 
possible at home.

When failing phys-
ical or mental health 
affects one’s ability to 
be independent and live 
safely at home, moving 
into an assisted living 
facility may be the 
next step. The Nation-
al Center for Assisted 
Living indicates as-
sisted living offers the 
little bit of help some 
people need when they 
can no longer manage 
living alone. Typically 
these facilities provide 
assistance with bathing 
or dressing, medication 
management and other 
care, while also cater-
ing to people who may 
not require the around-
the-clock medical care 
most often associated 
with nursing homes.

Vetting is an im-
portant component of 

finding assisted living 
facilities. Family care-
givers need to educate 
themselves about ser-
vices, costs and other 
resources provided by 
assisted living facilities.

AARP says assisted 
living facilities provide 
residents with a range 
of services that can 
include supervision, 
meals, housekeeping, 
laundry, and personal 
care. Residents usu-
ally have their own 
apartments or private 
rooms. Because they 
are mostly regulated at 
state level in the United 
States, there is a lot of 
variety among these 
facilities. That means 
family caregivers need 
to assess their needs 
and desires in a facility 
to find the right one 
that fits. Assisted living 
facilities offer a home-
like environment, and 
the amenities available 
vary based on cost. 

Paying for assisted 
living differs from 
paying for nursing 
homes. Largely govern-
ment-subsidized health 
programs like Medicare 
and Medicaid pay for 
nursing home care. 
Those who would be 

best serviced by assist-
ed living may find they 
may not qualify for 
government support, 
nor may the facilities 
accept anything other 
than private payment or 
long-term care insur-
ance to cover room and 
board. 

Other considerations 
in assisted living facili-
ties are size, specialties, 
atmosphere, location, 
and the ability to tran-
sition to higher forms 
of care. Assisted living 
may fill a void current-
ly, but it’s often not a 
permanent situation for 
all, and eventually cer-
tain residents may have 
to move on to skilled 
care facilities.

Potential residents 
and their families 
should visit various as-
sisted living facilities to 
get a feel for what they 
are like. Speak with 
the staff and residents, 
request a meal and get 
a sense of the environ-
ment. Apart from cost, 
how the home feels is 
one of the most import-
ant factors in shopping 
around for this type of 
residence.

Considering a move to 
assisted living facilities

Metro Creative Service
When failing physical or mental health affects one’s ability to be independent and live 
safely at home, moving into an assisted living facility may be the next step.
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By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — A 
Newton County resident 
and his business partner 
believe they have a good 
idea for a product to keep 
items relatively secure and 
germ-free in public places.

Now, the world will see if the “sharks” on ABC-TV’s 
“Shark Tank” are willing to 
take them to the next level 
of production.

Bob Mackey and his part-
ner, Decatur resident Mi-
chael Green, will pitch their product called the Yono 
Clip to the group of famed 
investors Friday, Feb. 5.

Taping of Friday’s epi-
sode was done in Septem-
ber — meaning they went 
from a rough idea for a 
product to taping “Shark 
Tank” with a working clip 
in about seven months.

Mackey, who is CEO of 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
North Central Georgia, said 
he cannot disclose what 
action the “sharks” took 

before Friday’s episode airs 
but he has told some of his 
club’s members that “all 
your goals are in reach” 
with the right amount of 

effort.
Green said he hoped their 

experience would prove to 
be an example for others, as well.

“You can have the great-
est idea but if you don’t 
take action it will just stay 
an idea,” he said.

The Yono Clip is a prod-
uct designed with a flat 
suction device on one side 
and a foldable clip on the 
other to allow the user to 
hang items up to 15 pounds 
— allowing a small purse 
or bag to be hung from a 
table rather than place on 
the ground.

“Shark Tank” features a 
panel of millionaires who 
hear pitches from entrepre-
neurs seeking investors for 
their products. The pan-
elists often pick apart the 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — As Newton County has kicked off its bicentennial celebration, the county’s school 
system will soon 
commemorate its 
150th anniver-
sary.

Newton 
County Schools 
students and 
employees began 
celebrating the 
150th anniversa-
ry of the founding of the district Monday, Feb. 1, officials an-nounced.

Special videos, proclamations 

Special to The Covington News
From left, Michael Green and Newton County resident Bob Mackey pitch their product to members of the ‘Shark Tank’ panel at the Las 
Vegas studio.

Telling The sTory of your life since 1865
Wednesday, february 3, 2021

$1

His Word
I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.

Galatians 2:20, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com

Metro Creative ServicesParents who rely on babysit-ters and caregivers to tend to children while they get a night out may find that their sitters are also celebrating on Valentine’s Day.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comHearty meals are best on cold nights, when food can provide a warming effect after coming in from the cold outdoors. This recipe for “Boeuf Bourguignon” from Jill Lightner’s “Edible Seat-tle: The Cookbook” (Sterling Epicure) is sure to provide such an effect.
Boeuf BourguignonServes 6 generouslyIngredients:2 pounds beef shoulder, cut into 2-inch pieces (see note)1 onion, cut into large dice2 carrots, cut into large dice2 stalks celery, cut into large dice

2 dried bay leaves4 sprigs fresh thyme7 sprigs fresh flat-leaf parsley
1⁄4 teaspoon black pepper-corns

1 bottle red wineSalt
Freshly ground black pep-per

1 tablespoon canola oil1⁄4 pound slab bacon, cut into large dice1⁄2 stick (4 tablespoons) unsalted butter1⁄4 cup all-purpose flour4 cups beef stock2 large Yukon Gold pota-toes, peeled and cut into large dice
1 pound pearl onions, blanched and peeled1 pound button mushrooms, diced

Directions:1. Put the beef chunks in a large bowl and add the onion, carrots and celery. In a piece of cheesecloth, tie together a bouquet of garni of the bay leaves, thyme, parsley, and peppercorns and add to the bowl. Pour in the bottle of wine. Cover and let marinate in the refrigerator overnight, stirring the mixture once or twice over the course of the evening.
2. The next day, remove the meat from the marinade and dry the pieces in a shallow pan lined with several layers of paper towels. Remove the vegetables and reserve them separately, along with the bouquet garni. Reserve the 

wine. Season the beef with salt and pepper.3. In a large Dutch oven over medium heat, warm the canola oil. Add the bacon and cook until browned and the fat is rendered, about five minutes. Remove the bacon from the pot and set aside. In single-layer batches, brown the beef chunks on all sides, then set aside. Brown the reserved onions, carrots and celery, about 10 minutes. Add additional canola oil to the pot if there is not enough bacon fat to brown all of the beef and vegetables.4. Return the beef to the pot with the vegetables and add three tablespoons of the butter. Sprinkle with the 

flour and cook, stirring, for about three minutes. Add the reserved wine and de-glaze the pot, scraping up all the browned bits from the bottom. Add the bacon and stock and bring to a boil. Skim off the scum that rises to the top; once the scum is removed, add the bouquet garni. Simmer, covered, over medium-low heat until the beef is very tender, about one and a half hours. Remove the bouquet garni.5. Toward the end of the beef’s cooking time, bring the potatoes to a boil in a separate saucepan covered generously with salted water. Cook until tender, about 15 minutes.6. In a medium sauté pan, melt three tablespoons of the butter over medium-high heat. Add the pearl onions and sauté for three to four minutes. Add the mushrooms to the onions and cook until both onions and mushrooms are golden brown, about five minutes longer. Season to taste with salt and pepper.7. Serve the stew in bowls, garnished with the pearl on-ions, mushrooms and pota-toes.
Note: When shopping for beef, you won’t find a cut labeled “beef shoulder” — what you want is either a chuck roast of some sort or, from a bit lower on the shoul-der, a cut labeled either “arm roast” or “round bone roast.”
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SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comDining out is a Valentine’s Day tradition. Couples new and old typically make Val-entine’s Day into date night at nice restaurants, making this holiday that much more special.
Couples who want to add a special twist to Valen-tine’s Day date night can enjoy a nice meal out before returning home for some homemade dessert. Whether couples prepare it together or surprise their significant others, the following recipe for “Coffee Crisp” from Bob Blumer’s “Surreal Gourmet Bites” (Chronicle Books) can make for the perfect ending to a Valentine’s Day date night.

Coffee CrispYields 12 bitesIngredients:6 egg yolks8 tablespoons sugar2 tablespoons instant espresso or Coffee powder1 1⁄2 cups heavy cream1⁄2 teaspoon vanilla extract
Directions:Preheat the oven to 300 degrees. In a medium bowl, whisk egg yolks and six tablespoons of the sugar for 1 minute, or until smooth and pale yellow in color. Reserve.In a second medium bowl, add espresso granules and 1⁄4 cup of the cream. Whisk until smooth, then add remaining cream and vanilla, and whisk until well blended.Very gently, fold espresso cream mixture into egg yolks.Use a ladle to pour custard mixture into espresso cups, filling them three-fourths of 

the way to the top.Place cups in a baking dish or roasting pan and transfer to oven. Fill a pitcher with warm tap water. Before closing oven door, pour water into pan (but not into the cups themselves!) until it reaches halfway up the sides of the cups.

Bake for 40 minutes, or until the custards jiggle just slightly when you shake the pan. Remove pan from oven and leave out on counter, allowing the residual heat of the water to finish the cook-ing process.When custards have fully solidified, refrigerate for two 

hours
Just before serving, sprinkle 1⁄2 teaspoon of sugar evenly overtop each custard. Use a small blowtorch to caramelize the sugar. Alternatively, place cups 1 inch below oven broil-er under a watchful eye for approximately two minutes, or until sugar caramelizes.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comCome Valentine’s Day, couples are anx-ious to enjoy time spent with the one they love — whether it involves a dinner at a restaurant or a few hours of unin-terrupted conversation at home. Parents who rely on babysitters and caregivers to tend to children while they get a night out may find that their sitters are also celebrating on Valen-tine’s Day. This leaves parents of children of all ages potentially won-dering how to celebrate with kids in tow. Here are some ideas to get started.
Breakfast celebrationWho says Valentine’s Day love and affection is restricted to the eve-ning? Make use of your time by tinkering with the schedule so that you can enjoy one-on-one moments in the morn-ing or afternoon while children are in school or at daycare. Enjoy a couple’s breakfast or brunch, followed by a massage. 

Meet for lunchIf you can’t spare a day off from work, make a point to meet for lunch at a place halfway between your offices. This is yet another kid-free opportunity to enjoy meaningful con-versation and time spent as a couple.
Let the kids helpEnlist the kids to give you the night off from dinner, or have them se-lect the perfect take-out menu for a Valentine’s Day dinner. Children do not always have the opportunity to give back to their parents, and on Feb.14 they can step up their game. Move up bed times a little so the kids are tucked in early enough to allow you to cuddle on the couch.Catch up on family timeChildren are a shin-ing example of their parents’ love for one another. Use Valentine’s Day as an opportunity to skip other obliga-tions, including extra-curricular activities, and have a family day. Watch a movie together and enjoy a picnic.On Valentine’s Day, there are many work-arounds if the babysitter is unavailable.

Metro Creative Services

Coffee Crisps can make for the perfect ending to a Valentine’s Day date night.

Try sweet treats at home this Valentine’s Day

Enjoy 
Valentine’s 

Day — even 
when the 

sitter’s away

Metro Creative Services

Hearty meals, like Boeuf Bourguignon, are best served on cold nights.

Warm up with stew on cold wintry nights

Try a different take on classic spaghetti, see FOOD B1

INSIDE:
See A8

Weather
Wednesday, Feb. 3
High: 50°; Low: 26°
Sunny.

Thursday, Feb. 4
High: 55°; Low: 43°
Partly sunny.
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‘Yono’ for everyone?

 See ‘YONO’, A3

SPORTS: 
BENTON BIDS 

FAREWELL
Newton football star 

announces decision to 
transfer to new school

Newton County Schools

Return to 
in-person 

instruction 
begins Feb. 8

Newton resident pitches germ-reducing product on ‘Shark Tank’

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — After consulting with the local health department, Newton County Schools recently announced its intention to restart in-person learning beginning Feb. 8.
Students have been limited to virtual instruction since Jan. 5 as the number of COVID-19 cases dramatically increased across Newton County over the dis-trict’s winter break period.
“We know the remote learning environment has been a hardship for many families and we empa-thize and understand the 

 See RETURN, A7

 See CELEBRATION, A7

District kicks 
off 150th 

anniversary 
celebration

Samantha
Fuhrey

Special to The Covington NewsThe Yono Clip is designed to hold up to 15 pounds.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — A Covington man reportedly was in serious condition at an At-lanta hospital after being shot in the stomach early Sunday, Feb. 14, and several officers responding to what sounded like a “gun battle.”Covington Police charged Terry Smith, 22, of Covington, with one count of aggravated assault after the victim was found in the driveway area of his home with six gunshot wounds. 
At least 20 officers responded to the incident that was orig-inally reported as a firearm 

Scholarship established in Johnson’s honor

Oxford College

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

OXFORD, Ga. — To honor one of its “most prominent” alumni, Oxford College of Emory Univer-sity recently announced the establishment of the Judge Horace J. Johnson, Jr. Schol-arship Endowment to pro-vide need-based scholarships 

to prospective students. 
According 

to a spokes-
person from 
Oxford 
College, 
“generous” donations from alumnus Keith Burns and the Johnson family made the endowment possible.

The Alcovy Superior Court judge died July 1, 2020, of a cardiac arrest. He had been diagnosed with COVID-19 days before.
Johnson grew up in the Sand Hill community and was a graduate of Newton High School, part of the first integrated class to go through the local schools. He grad-uated from Oxford College of Emory University, then earned a degree from the Goizueta Business School at 

Emory in Atlanta. He later earned his Juris Doctor at the University of Georgia School of Law. Johnson went into private practice and in 2002, Gov. Roy Barnes appointed him to the Superior Court bench for the Alcovy Judicial Circuit, making him the first Black Superior Court judge in the circuit, and at the time of his death was the only Black person to have served as a Superior Court judge in the circuit covering Newton 

and Walton counties.Friday, Feb. 5, Newton County’s judicial center in Covington was formally renamed the Judge Horace J. Johnson, Jr. Judicial Center to honor the late jurist.Johnson was described as one of the college’s “pio-neering and most prom-inent African-American alumni and spent years as a sought-after and generous 

Horace J. 
Johnson Jr.

Family happy to continue jurist’s legacy through helping others

 See HONOR, A3

 See SHOT, A2

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

The Rev. Harold Cobb believes he was more of a member of a team working to better his community than a ground-breaker for Black Newton residents in county govern-ment.
Cobb was the first Afri-can-American county resi-dent elected to the Newton County Board of Commis-sioners in 1976 and served parts of three decades on the county’s governing body.

He also led the committee that organized the annual Martin Luther King Cele-bration from 1985 to 2017. Cobb, 80, is a Newton County native. He recalled he ran for a seat on the Covington City Council five times before he earned the District 4 seat on the Newton County Board of 

Commissioners.
He served until 1996 when he left the commis-sion to return to college and earn a degree in theology.Cobb recalled he ran for the commission seat to bring more recreation ser-

vices to the city and county.“I saw a lot of things I wanted to do to improve the city and county,” said the longtime church pastor.After serving in the mili-tary, he returned with a “de-sire to work and be a part” 

of improving the quality of life in his hometown.However, he said he won election in an effort to better the whole county — not just one part of it, Cobb 
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His Word
From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the Lord’s name is to be praised.

Psalm 113:3, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com
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Have a recipe you’d like to share? 

Email it to news@covnews.com and be featured in a future edition of The Covington News.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comMany people aspire to eat 
light meals that satisfy hun-
ger pangs without creating 
feelings of fullness. Some 
may assume light meals must 
be lacking flavor, but the following recipe for “Silken 

Chicken” from Madhur Jaf-
frey’s “Quick & Easy Indian 
Cooking” (Chronicle Books) 
is light and packs that familiar 
flavorful punch that endears 
Indian cuisine to millions of 
people across the globe.

Silken ChickenServes 2 to 4
Ingredients:For marinating the chicken:

4 boned, skinned chicken 
breast halves (about 11⁄4 pounds)
1⁄2 teaspoon salt2 tablespoons fresh lemon 

juice
1⁄4 cup heavy whipping 

cream
1⁄2 teaspoon homemade 

garam masala (see below)1⁄4 teaspoon cayenne pep-
per

1⁄4 teaspoon ground roasted 
cumin seeds (see below)1⁄2 teaspoon paprika1 clove garlic, peeled and 

crushed to a pulp1⁄2 teaspoon peeled, finely 
grated fresh ginger
For sprinkling over the 

chicken:Salt as neededFreshly ground black pep-
per

A little homemade garam 
masala

A little ground roasted cum-
in seed

A little cayenne pepper1 teaspoon dried mint flakes
Generous squeezes of fresh 

lemon juice
Directions:Preheat the oven to its high-

est temperature and arrange 
a shelf in the top third of the 
oven.

Cut three diagonal slits 
across the top of each piece of 
chicken breast, being careful 
not to cut all the way through 
and also not to go to the edge. 
Prick the chicken pieces with 
the sharp point of a small 
knife. Put them in a single 
layer in a large baking dish 
and rub both sides with the 
salt and lemon juice. Leave 
for five minutes. Meanwhile, 
combine the cream with the garam masala, cayenne, 

cumin seeds, paprika, garlic, 
and ginger in a bowl. Stir this 
mixture well and pour it over 
the chicken. Rub it into the 
meat and leave for 10 min-
utes.

Lift the chicken pieces up 
(most of the marinade will 
cling to them) and place them 
down in a single layer in a 
shallow baking pan lined 

with aluminum foil. On top 
of each, sprinkle a little salt, 
black pepper, garam masala, 
ground roasted cumin seed, 
cayenne, dried mint, and lem-
on juice. Put into the top third 
of the oven and bake for 15 
minutes, or until the chick-
en is just white all the way 
through. Serve immediately, 
minted side up.

Garam Masala
Ingredients:1 tablespoon cardamom 

seeds
One 2-inch cinnamon stick
1⁄3 of one nutmeg1 teaspoon black pepper-

corns
1 teaspoon black cumin 

seeds
1 teaspoon whole clovesDirections:Place ingredients into a 

clean coffee or spice grinder 
and ground to a powder.To make ground roasted 

cumin seeds: Put four to five tablespoons 
of the whole seeds into a small cast-iron frying pan 

and set over medium heat. 
Stir the seeds and roast them 
over dry heat until they turn 
a few shades darker and emit 
a wonderful roasted aroma. 
Wait for them to cool slightly 
and then grind them in a clean 
coffee or spice grinder. Store 
in a tightly closed jar.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comLent is a solemn sea-son of introspection and prayer as Christians pre-pare for the Easter cele-bration and feast. One of the hallmarks of the this time of year is abstaining 
from meat each Friday and during certain days of 

obligation.People who routinely consume meat and poultry 
may be wondering which 
meals they can enjoy to keep flavors fresh on nonmeat days. Many In-dian dishes are meat-free, 

vegan options that can be perfectly inserted into 
Lenten Fridays. Such is the case with this recipes 

for “Curry of Vegetables With Potatoes” from “Menus and Memories From Punjab” (Hippo-crene Books) by Veronica 
“Rani” Sidhu.

Curry of Vegetables with Potatoes(Aloo Mutter)Yield: 10 1-cup servingsIngredients:1⁄4 cup vegetable oil2 medium onions, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced2 inches of ginger, minced

2 teaspoons ground turmeric1 1⁄2 teaspoons whole or ground cumin seeds1 tablespoon ground fenugreek seeds (optional)1 medium/large tomato, 
chopped

1 or 2 long green chile peppers, seeded and finely 
chopped

1 1⁄2 teaspoons salt, or to taste
1⁄3 cup tomato paste2 teaspoons garam masala

4 cups potatoes, peeled 
and cut into 11⁄4-inch cubes.
3 cups frozen peas, thawed

1⁄2 cup cilantro leaves and stems, finely chopped, 
plus some for garnish
Directions:In a large, heavy-bot-tomed pot, heat the oil and 

sauté the onions, garlic and ginger over medium heat until lightly browned, 
stirring frequently. Add the spices and brown for 1 more minute. For a smooth gravy, purée this tardka in a blender.Return the tardka to the 

pot and add the tomato, chile pepper and salt, stir-
ring constantly for another 
few minutes. Stir in the tomato paste, 1 teaspoon of the garam masala, potatoes, and three cups of water. Simmer for 30 minutes over low heat, stirring occasionally.Add the peas plus 21⁄2 cups water. Taste for salt and heat through. Before serving, sprinkle with the 

last teaspoon of garam masala and the cilantro leaves garnish.

Metro Creative Services

“Silken Chicken” is light and packs that familiar flavorful punch that endears Indian cuisine to millions of 

people across the globe.

Vegan 
curry fit for Lenten season

Poultry dish with 
Poultry dish with flavorful punch
flavorful punch

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comMardi Gras in 2021 will look very different from past celebrations. Even though COVID-19 already started to spread around the world in February 2020, New Orle-
ans, home to one of the most famous Mardi Gras 

festivals, carried on with its historic parade as the world was still learning about the virus and how it 
spread. 

According to New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell, there will be no Mardi Gras parades in 2021, as “large gath-erings have proven to be super-spreader events of the COVID-19 virus.” Cantrell said Mardi Gras 2021 was “not canceled, just different.” Mardi Gras, which precedes the Christian Lenten season, is an opportunity for one final day of joviality and some 
well-intentioned indul-gence prior to the solemn 

period of Lent. Revelers have long celebrated Mar-
di Gras with parades and 
a carnival atmosphere has 
become synonymous with 
New Orleans.  Celebrating from home 

may be the safest bet. Use 
these tips to  make such celebrations more festive.• Bake a King Cake. This cake is only avail-able during Carnival sea-son. It is a circular sweet pastry frosted to look like 

a crown in the yellow, green and purple colors of 
Mardi Gras.• Delve into recipes for New Orleans cuisine, 

whether by ordering in or 
cooking it yourself. • Buy or decorate masks. Mask-wearing has become the norm for 

people around the world, 
but Mardi Gras masks cover the eyes rather than 

the nose and mouth. • Keep “throws” on hand. Throws are one of the beloved traditions of Mardi Gras parades. Rep-
licate the effect by tossing 
anything small, like candy 
coins or faux jewelry, back and forth with your fellow revelers.

Ways to enjoy Mardi Gras from home

Metro Creative Services
Celebrating Mardi Gras at home may be the safest bet. 

The following tips can help make such celebrations more 
festive.

Silken chicken recipe to satisfy any hunger pangs

Keep flavors fresh on non-meat day with potatoe recipe

Silken chicken recipe to satisfy hunger pangs, see FOOD B1

INSIDE:

 See RECALLS, A3

Man shot 
six times 
outside 

Collier St. 
home

File | The Covington News

From left, Tiffany Clay accepts the 2015 MLK Trailblazer Award from the Rev. Harold Cobb, who orga-
nized the awards event for 32 years.

Local Crime

Suspect charged; victim 
in ‘serious condition’

Newton’s first Black 
commissioner saw 

himself as team 
member rather than 

trailblazer

Reverend recalls historic time

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
City and county leaders 
asked state lawmakers 
Monday to help them 
secure funding for infra-
structure needs and deal 
with the state government 
in better ways.

Top officials with New-
ton County and three city 
governments were among 
organizations attending 
a pre-legislative session 
meeting with Newton 
County Legislative Dele-
gation members.

Topics ranged from 
local mask restrictions to 

needs for state funding of 
roads and sewer systems.

Local officials either 
gave formal presentations 
or informally discussed 
concerns needing state 
attention during the two-
hour event.

The state lawmakers 
represented districts that 

include parts of Newton 
County. They traveled to 
Covington for the Mon-
day afternoon meeting 
after being sworn in for 
their new terms of office 
at the State Capitol in At-
lanta a few hours earlier.

House rebukes Trump 
second time for ‘incitement 
of insurrection’ at Capitol

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. —  Current-
ly, the only place for the public to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine in 
Newton County is the health de-
partment, and supplies are limited.

Chad Wasdin, communications 
director and public information 
officer for Gwinnett, Newton & 
Rockdale County Health Depart-
ments, told The Covington News 
on Thursday that the vaccine was 
available only to individuals who fit 
into Phase 1A of the state’s vaccine 
rollout plan and by appointment 
only.

“Phase 1A includes frontline 
healthcare personnel, residents 
of long-term care facilities, first 

responders (law enforcement, fire-
fighters and EMS), and adults 65 
and older (and their caregivers as 
applicable),” he said. “Individuals 
must live or work in Georgia.”

People wishing to get the vaccine 
who are eligible do not have to be 
vaccinated in their county of resi-
dence, Wasdin said. For example, 
if a Newton County resident sees 
that an appointment is available at a 
Gwinnett County location, Wasdin 
said that person is free to make an 
appointment.

Vaccine appointments can be 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald J. Trump has been impeached by 
the U.S. House of Representatives for 
a second time within four years, this 
time on a single charge of “incitement 
of insurrection” at the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6. 

Trump is the first president in history 
to be impeached twice. He could be 
removed from office if the Senate votes 
in favor of conviction.

The impeachment article brought 
against the president Wednesday, Jan. 
13, claimed Trump “repeatedly issued 
false statements asserting that the presi-
dential election results were the product 
of widespread fraud and should not be 
accepted by the American people or 
certified by state or federal officials,” 
which led to the riot at the U.S. Capitol 
more than one week ago.

An invasion of the U.S. Capitol by 
Trump supporters left five people, 
including a Capitol Police officer, 
dead. Supporters were at the U.S. 
Capitol to protest the certification of 
President-elect Joe Biden’s Electoral 
College win in the Nov. 3 Gener-
al Election. Biden’s inauguration is 
Wednesday, Jan. 20.

U.S. Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Lithonia, 
who represents part of Newton County, 
was one of 232 members of the House 
to vote in favor of impeachment. 

....
Read the rest of this article at 

CovNews.com — where we break 
news online, around-the-clock.

Weather
Saturday, Jan. 16
High: 43°  Low: 26°
Mostly sunny.

Sunday, Jan. 17
High: 48°  Low: 30°
Mostly sunny.
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His Word
And the peace of God, 
which passeth all 
understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ 
Jesus.

Philippians 4:7, KJV
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breaking 
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and stay 
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local issues at 
CovNews.com
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Newton health department official offers guidance as Phase 1A of rollout underway

National News

 See VACCINE, A2

IMPEACHED 
AGAIN

Associated Press

President Donald J. Trump was impeached by 

the House for a second time in less than two 

years Wednesday.

SINCE 1865                                                       Get breaking news updates, manage your subscrip
tion, place an advertisement and read the e-edition

 at CovNews.com

Vaccine available but limited

Local officials meet lawmakers for help 

with funding, dealing with state government

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News

State legislators representing Newton County met with city and county leaders Monday to hear what needs they have and how 

the lawmakers can help. Pictured right, Newton County Schools Superintendent Samantha Fuhrey and District 3 Board Member 

Shakila Henderson-Baker speak to legislators — read about the school system’s needs in a future edition of The Covington News.
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COVID-19 vaccines produced by Moder-

na and Pfizer are currently being rolled 

out across Georgia and the entire U.S., 

though limited in supply.

COVID-19: A Global Public Health Crisis

 See HELP, A3

Newton County

Rams star, UGA signee tops 

Region 4-AAAAAAA honors list

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Almost two-

thirds of Newton County voters cast 

ballots early or absentee in the high-

ly-publicized Tuesday, Jan. 5, runoff 

election for Georgia’s two U.S. Senate 

seats.
The runoff was required after neither 

of the top two vote-getters in each of 

the U.S. Senate races and the PSC race 

won majorities of votes cast in their 

elections statewide Nov. 3.
Final voter turnout was 60% (48,817 

out of 80,538 registered voters), which 

was lower than 69% for the General 

Election, but marked a new record high 

for a runoff. In a 2008 U.S. Senate 

runoff, only 22,546 voted in Newton 

County.
For Tuesday’s runoffs, approximate-

ly 39% were advance voters and 33% 

were absentee by mail. The remaining 

28% — about 17,000 — were Election 

Day voters.
In the Nov. 3 General Election, 33% 

voted on Election Day and 29% voted 

absentee, which indicates about the 

same number of Democrats returned 

to vote in the runoffs but not as many 

Republicans.
Only 5,690 fewer Newton County 

voters turned out for the Jan. 5 runoffs 

compared to the Nov. 3 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

People claiming to be sup-
porters of President Donald 
J. Trump invaded the U.S. 

Capitol in an unprecedented man-

ner Wednesday, Jan. 6, breaching 

security lines and inciting chaos 

seen around the world.
As many as five people were 

reportedly killed 
during the action, 
according to multi-
ple news outlets.

Congress had 
convened to certify 
President-elect Joe 
Biden’s Electoral 

College win against Trump in the 

Nov. 3 General Election. Trump 

had previously encouraged his 

supporters to protest the eventual 

certification.
As demonstrators, some report-

edly armed, violently stormed into 

the Capitol, breaking windows and 

destroying property, members of 

the House and Senate were forced 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Former Newton 

County Emergency Management Agency 

Director Steve Biggers died Saturday, Jan. 2. 

Biggers was recently hospitalized with 

COVID-19, according to family. After more 

than four weeks of battling the novel virus 

and spending time on a ventilator, Biggers 

died at the age of 77.
Biggers, a lifelong resident of Covington, 

was an accomplished man who loved nothing 

more than to serve others.

“He never said no,” Doug Biggers said of 

his father. “Any time someone would call and 

ask him to do something, the first thing he’d 

say was, ‘Well, sure.’
“He set an example for me his entire life, 

which was super high. They don’t make too 

many like that anymore,” Doug continued. 

“He always had a big smile on his face — it 

was an infectious smile and an infectious 

attitude … he was one of a kind.”

Weather
Saturday, Jan. 9
High: 46°  Low: 26°
Mostly sunny; 15 mph winds.

Sunday, Jan. 10
High: 51°  Low: 31°
Calm and sunny.
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His Word
And Jesus knew their 
thoughts, and said 
unto them, Every king-
dom divided against 
itself is brought to 
desolation; and every 
city or house divided 
against itself shall not 
stand:

Matthew 12:25, KJV
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Trump supporters invade Capitol 

in wake of election certification
Congress evacuates as violence 

ensues; 5 killed during chaos
 Federal, state, local leaders 

condemn siege as world watches

General Election Runoffs

 See REVOLTING, A7

Democrats flip 
US Senate

 See FLIP, A2

Associated Press

Rev. Raphael Warnock (left) and Jon Os-

soff won election bids Tuesday for the U.S. 

Senate, giving Democrats majority in both 

chambers of Congress.

Record runoff turnout in 

Newton pushes Ossoff, 

Warnock to victories

SINCE 1865                                              
         Get breaking news updates, man

age your subscription, place an ad
vertisement and read the e-edition

 at CovNews.com

REVOLTING

John Minchillo | Associated Press

Demonstrators work to break through a police barrier Wednesday, Jan. 6, at the Capitol in Washington. As Congress prepared to 

affirm President-elect Joe Biden’s victory, thousands of people gathered to show their support for President Donald Trump and 

his claims of election fraud.

Jose Luis Magana | Associated Press

Supporters of President Donald Trump protest as U.S. Capitol 

Police shoot tear gas outside of the U.S. Capitol.

Andrew Harnik | Associated Press

U.S. Capitol Police with guns drawn stand near a barricaded 

door as protesters try to break into the House Chamber.

Former EMA Director Steve Biggers dies at 77

Lifelong 
Newton County 
resident Steve 

Biggers died 
Saturday, 
Jan. 2, af-

ter battling 
COVID-19. 
He was 77.

Special to The 
Covington News

Newton County

Steven
Moore

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Newton County’s 
coroner is facing both 
losing her salary or her 
elected position after 
the county manager 
recently began the pro-
cess of removing her 

from office.
The Georgia Coro-

ners Training Council is 
scheduled to meet later 
this month and could 
consider removing 
Dorothea Bailey-Butts’ 
certification that state 
law requires she have 
before she can receive 

her sal-
ary, said 
Chair-
man 
Richard 
Stanley 
of Dub-
lin.

Stan-
ley, who 
is coro-
ner of Laurens County, 
said the council could 
remove the certification 

a coroner is required 
to hold to receive her 
$35,000 annual salary 
from the county.

The Georgia Ad-
ministrative Code that 
governs the Coroners 
Training Council states, 
“No coroner shall 
charge or collect any 
fee, charge, or cost 
of any kind for his 
services unless such 
coroner is properly 

certified.” 
The five-member 

Training Council can 
remove a coroner’s 
certification if the 
holder of the office, “Is 
unable to perform the 
duties of the office with 
‘reasonable skill and 
safety to citizens’ be-
cause of illness, use of 
substances, or the result 
of a physical or mental 
condition.”

Other instances in 
which the Council can 
remove certification 
are for conviction of a 
crime involving “moral 
turpitude,” or crimes 
classified as felonies or 
involving marijuana or 
a controlled substance.

However, the law is 
not clear how long she 
must be in office to 

 See CORONER, A6

Weather
Saturday, Feb. 13
High: 45°  Low: 41°
• 100% chance of rain

Sunday, Feb. 14
High: 51°  Low: 43°
• 60% chance of rain
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His Word
But they that wait 

upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; 
they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not 
faint.

Isaiah 40:31, KJV
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CovNews.com
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Eastside’s head football 
coach departs for Woodstock 
High School. For more on the 
move, see A11

SPORTS: 

Hoff takes 
new HC job

State coroner council to consider removing Bailey-Butts’ certification
Hearings would precede judge’s decision 

on job, council’s decision on pay

Dorothea
Bailey-Butts

Special Photo | Newton County Parks & Recreation 
See a larger scale rendering of the skatepark to be built at Denny 
Dobbs Park in Newton County on page A5.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Newton skateboarders may only 
have to travel to the county’s west side for a skatepark by 
the end of the summer this year.

The Newton County Board of Commissioners recently 
approved the use of Special Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax (SPLOST) funds for construction of a skateboard 
park in Denny Dobbs Park on Georgia Hwy. 212.

The board approved a contract with low bidder Grind-
line Skateparks Inc. of Seattle, Washington, for $189,875.

Funding is coming from the recreation part of the 
SPLOST voters approved in 2017, county records show.

Commissioners approve plan for 
skatepark at Denny Dobbs Park

GNARLY
Newton County gets

 See GNARLY, A5

Photo by 
Metro Creative Services

General Election

Covington man 
accused of 

illegal voting

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

ATLANTA — A Covington resident 
was listed among organizations and indi-
viduals that a state agency on Wednesday, 
Feb. 10, referred for criminal prosecution 
for alleged violations of state election 
laws.

The State Election Board bound over 
Sean Watson of Covington for prosecu-
tion for allegedly being a non-citizen and 
voting, according to a Georgia Secretary 
of State news release. 

The Election Board listed Watson 
among 34 cases it recommended that 
local district attorneys or the state attor-
ney general prosecute for violating state 
election laws.

Watson registered originally in Novem-
ber 2008 and said he was a U.S. citizen 
because he believed he automatically be-
came one when his mother obtained her 
citizenship, the Newton County Board of 
Elections reported.

He voted in the November 2008 Gen-
eral Election, a November 2012 Special 
Election and the November 2018 General 
Election.  

However, he did not meet the criteria 
to become a citizen under derivation, 

State Election Board alleges 
resident cast ballot as non-citizen

 See VOTING, A6



SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Routine health checkups are 
a key part of staying healthy. 
Older adults may feel like 
they’re always visiting one doc-
tor or another. But what is an 
acceptable frequency for doctor 
appointments?

The answer isn’t always so 
cut and dry, and many health 
professionals have mixed feel-
ings even among themselves 
over the magic number. The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends adults 
over the age of 65 visit the doc-
tor more than twice as often as 
18- to 44-year-olds. According 
to Paul Takahashi, a physician 
at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn., adults should see their 
primary care physicians at least 
once a year to make sure diseas-
es are being properly managed 
and to stay current on preventa-
tive screenings. 

Visiting the doctor more 
frequently does not necessarily 
add up to better health, and it 
actually can do the opposite. Dr. 
Peter Abadir, an associate pro-
fessor of medicine at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of 
Medicine, says frequent visits 
to health facilties where sick 
people congregate puts one at a 
higher risk of illness or infec-
tion. Visiting the doctor only 
when necessary is one way to 
avoid risky exposure. 

Doctor visit frequency is not 
a one-size-fits-all answer. A 
yearly physical or checkup is a 
given, even for people who are 
healthy. People with a family 
history of certain conditions, 
like sleep disorders, cancer, 
high blood pressure, and other 
conditions, may need to see a 
doctor more frequently than 
those with no such histories. 
In addition, patients may need 
referrals to certain specialists 
who work together to provide 
an overall health plan. That can 

increase the number of appoint-
ments and shorten the intervals 
between them. Johnson Memo-
rial Health offers some statis-
tics.

• People visit the doctor four 
times a year on average.

• Studies show that poor or 
uninsured people prolong the 
time between doctor’s visits. 

• Individuals with high blood 
pressure may need to see the 
doctor four times a year to 
ensure medications are working 
properly.

• Patients on dialysis see the 
doctor several times a week.

Dr. Jennifer Caudle, a family 
physician and assistant profes-
sor at Rowan University School 

of Osteopathic Medicine in 
Stratford, New Jersey, says too 
often people visit the doctor 
only when they are really sick. 
That works to their disadvan-
tage because the appointment 
will focus only on treating the 
illness instead of addressing 
other preventative care and 
screenings. Balance is neces-
sary in regard to health care.

Patients can work together 
with their doctors to develop 
screening schedules that are 
customized to their particular 
profiles. These schedules can be 
modified as health history infor-
mation changes or as patients 
age. Doctors can dial back or 
increase health visits as needed.

Saturday-Sunday, June 26-27, 2021 | B5Senior Living Guide

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Adults confront 
various age-related side 
effects as they transition 
from middle age to their 
golden years. Skin may 
begin to wrinkle and 
hair may turn gray, but 
those are just the visible 
side effects of aging. 
Many additional effects 
are unseen, but those 
changes can have a pro-
found effect on adults’ 
quality of life.

According to the 
Mayo Clinic, various 
parts of the body are 
affected by aging. For 
example, the cardiovas-
cular system changes 
as people grow older. 
Blood vessels and 
arteries stiffen as adults 
age, forcing the heart 
to work harder to pump 
blood through them. 

Though many chang-
es are linked to aging, 
other changes com-

monly associated with 
aging, such as a decline 
in memory, reasoning 
and other thinking 
skills, are not natu-
ral. The Alzheimer’s 
Association® notes that 
dementia is not a nor-
mal part of aging. There 
are many different types 
of dementia, including 
Alzheimer’s disease, 
and these are the result 
of damage to brain cells 
that affect a person’s 
ability to communicate. 
That damage is not 
inevitable, even if it’s 
commonly associated 
with aging.

The Harvard Med-
ical School notes 
that fleeting memory 
problems experienced 
with aging often reflect 
normal changes in the 
structure and function 
of the brain. But it’s 
important that those 

Metro Creative Service
Adults should see their primary care physicians at least once a year to make 
sure diseases are being properly managed and to stay current on preventa-
tive screenings.

Metro Creative Service
It’s important that adults recognize there are many ways 
they can protect and sharpen their minds as they age.

Simple ways to 
maintain memory 

as you age

Figuring doctor visit frequency

 See MEMORY, B6
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MEMORY:
Continued from B5

changes not be mistaken for demen-
tia, and it’s equally important that 
adults recognize there are many ways 
they can protect and sharpen their 
minds as they age.

• Continue learning. HMS notes 
that a higher level of education is as-
sociated with improved mental func-
tioning in old age. The reasons for 
that are unknown, but experts theo-
rize that advanced education compels 
people to remain mentally active, 
which in turn helps them maintain 
a strong memory. Even aging men 
and women who are still working in 
challenging fields can benefit from 
pursuing a new hobby or learning a 
new skill.

• Use the tools at your disposal. It 
may seem counterintuitive to suggest 
that organizational tools like plan-
ners, maps and lists can help people 
maintain their memories. However, 
HMS notes that expending mental 
energy on finding car keys or trying 

to remember what to buy at the store 
makes it harder to learn new and 
important things.

• Let all your senses play a role. 
HMS reports that the more senses a 
person uses to learn something, the 
more his or her brain is involved in 
retaining a memory. HMS cites one 
study in which adults were shown a 
series of emotionally neutral images 
that were each presented along with a 
smell. Participants were not asked to 
recall what they saw, but were later 
shown a set of images and asked to 
indicate which they had previously 
seen. The participants had excellent 
recall for the odor-paired images, and 
researchers believe that’s because 
additional parts of the brain were ac-
tivated when participants were asked 
to use more than one sense.

Memory loss is not an inevitable 
side effect of aging, especially for 
adults who take steps to maintain 
their memories as they age.

Metro Creative Service
A living will is not always a necessity if a person does 
not have strong feelings about decisions made on his or 
her behalf while not cognizant.

Metro Creative Service
People who are worried they haven’t saved enough can 
try various strategies to build up their account balances 
before they officially call it a career.

Metro Creative Service
Individuals may be surprised to learn about where 
they’ll be spending the bulk of their money when they 
get older. Here’s a look at some key categories.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

During the prime of 
their lives, people typ-
ically don’t give much 
thought to scenarios in 
which they become ill 
or are facing the end 
of life. Sickness and 
mortality are not easy 
conversations to have, 
but it is important for 
everyone to approach 
these heavy topics with 
close family members 
so that individuals can 
rest easy knowing their 
needs will be met if 
or when their health 
falters.

An advanced health-
care directive — also 
known as a living will 
— is a legal document 
in which a person lists 
the specifics of med-
ical care and comfort 
actions they desire 
should the individual 
no longer be able to 
make decisions for 
themselves due to ill-
ness or incapacity. The 
legal advice resource 
Legal Zoom says the 
living will may list 
certain things, such as 
whether life support 
is desired or if pain 
medication should be 
administered. A living 
will should not be con-
fused with a traditional 
will, which is a legal 
document that explains 
wishes for financial 
and personal assets 
after a person dies. 
Living wills also differ 
from living trusts, 
which address how 
assets will be managed 
if a person becomes 
incapacitated.

A living will is not 
always a necessity if a 
person does not have 
strong feelings about 
decisions made on his 
or her behalf while not 
cognizant. However, 
for those who do want 
to have a say in care, 

a living will is the best 
method for ensuring  
choices will be carried 
out. Below are ques-
tions people should ask 
themselves concerning 
living wills:

• Do I want to 
remove the burden of 
tough choices from 
my loved ones? A 
living will relieves 
grieving loved ones of 
the responsibility of 
making challenging 
decisions of invoking 
life-saving procedures 
or not — particularly 
if they’re not sure what 
you desire.

• Do I have firm feel-
ings about life-saving 
methods? A living will 
allows you to spell out 
preferences on inser-
tion of feeding tubes, 
if you want specialized 
hydration, if you want 
to be hooked up to life 
support if brain func-
tion is minimal, and a 
host of other scenarios.

• Is cost preventing 
me from drafting a liv-
ing will? Cost need not 
be a factor in setting up 
a living will. You can 
download a free tem-
plate from any number 
of online legal sources. 
Local hospitals often 
have forms as well, 
which can be notarized 
for only a few dollars. 

• Have you selected a 
trusted person to carry 
out wishes? A health 
care proxy, accord-
ing to the American 
Bar Association, is a 
person appointed by 
you with the authority 
to make decisions for 
you if you are unable 
to express your pref-
erences for medical 
treatment. Together 
with the living will, the 
health care proxy, also 
called a durable medi-
cal power of attorney, 
can fulfill your wishes 
accordingly.

Things to know before 
drafting a living will

Saving strategies as 
retirement draws near

Evaluating seniors’ 
biggest expenses

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

Professionals on the 
cusp of retirement are 
often excited about 
what lies ahead. Some 
prospective retirees 
may look forward to 
traveling once they no 
longer have to go to 
work each day, while 
others may plan to 
return to school. Re-
gardless of how adults 
envision spending their 
retirement, they’re 
going to need money 
when they’re no longer 
being paid by their 
employers.

As retirement nears, 
some professionals 
may be concerned that 
they haven’t saved 
enough. 

There’s no one-size-
fits-all answer in regard 
to how much money 
people will need in 
retirement. 

People who are wor-
ried they haven’t saved 
enough can try various 
strategies to build up 
their account balances 
before they officially 
call it a career.

• Take advantage of 
catch-up contributions. 
Adults who are 50 
or older are eligible 
to take advantage of 
catch-up contributions. 
These are designed 
to help people over 
50 contribute more 
to certain retirement 
accounts, such as a 
401(k) or IRA, than 
statutory limits would 
otherwise allow. 

There are limits that 
govern the amount 
of money people can 
designate as catch-
up contributions, but 
taking advantage of this 
perk can help people 
save more as retirement 
draws closer.

• Consider relocating. 
A recent study from the 
Employee Benefit Re-

search Institute found 
that housing costs 
accounted for 49% of 
seniors’ spending. 

Professionals nearing 
retirement who live in 
areas traditionally asso-
ciated with a high cost 
of living can begin to 
rethink their long-term 
housing strategy. 

Relocating to an area 
with a lower cost of liv-
ing is one option, while 
those who prefer to 
remain in their current 
town or city can con-
sider downsizing to a 
smaller home to reduce 
their property taxes and 
monthly utility bills.

• Continue investing. 
Conventional wis-
dom suggests moving 
away from investing in 
stocks the closer you 
get to retirement. 

Though that’s a 
sound strategy, profes-
sionals who are trying 
to build their retirement 
savings in the final 
years before retiring 
could be missing out 
on significant growth 
by abandoning stocks 
entirely. 

Speak with a finan-
cial advisor about 
stock-based invest-
ments and your risk 
tolerance. Maintaining 
a diversified portfolio 
with a little risk can be 
a great way to grow 
your savings as retire-
ment draws near.

Professionals ap-
proaching retirement 
may be dealing with a 
mix of excitement and 
anxiety, particularly 
if they’re concerned 
about their retirement 
savings. Various strate-
gies can help quell such 
anxiety and make it 
easier for professionals 
over 50 to build their 
savings as retirement 
nears.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
news@covnews.com

New parents may not 
be able to visualize that 
one day their largest 
expenditures won’t be 
centralized around pro-
viding necessities for 
their children. Adults 
go though many years 
of paying for diapers, 
toys, clothing, food, 
and education for their 
children. Yet, when the 
children have flown the 
coop, spending patterns 
change, and even more 
changes await come 
retirement.

According to a 2020 
survey from the fi-
nancial services firm 
Edward Jones, 68% of 
workers soon to retire 
said they had no idea 
how much they should 
be setting aside for 
expenses, particularly 
health care and long-
term care. Profession-
als approaching retire-
ment would be wise to 
analyze the Consumer 
Price Index - Elderly. 
It is a tool to estimate 
which future expenses 
will cost the most after 
retirement. The Bureau 
of Labor Statistics 
looks at consumer 
spending and uses var-
ious data to determine 
the rate of inflation in 
key areas that apply to 
older adults starting at 
age 62. 

Below are a few 
things to keep in mind:

• Housing: Accord-
ing to data from the 
Employee Benefit 
Research Institute, in 
2017, the most recent 
year for which data 
is available, housing 
accounted for roughly 
49% of all spending for 
seniors. Focus should 
be centered on lower-
ing those costs when a 
fixed income is immi-
nent. The possibilities 
include paying off a 

mortgage; downsiz-
ing a home to have a 
lower rent or mortgage 
payment; refinancing 
a home to a fixed-rate 
loan so that costs are 
predictable; and taking 
on a tenant to offset 
costs. 

• Food: The cost of 
food will not change 
dramatically, but it can 
eat into your budget. 
Even though food 
costs may decline 
when there’s only two 
mouths to feed, food 
and beverage spending 
may go up due to more 
leisure time and dining 
out. Utilize senior 
discounts by shopping 
on days when stores 
offer percentages off 
purchases. Save money 
on restaurant spending 
by eating out at lunch 
instead of dinner, split-
ting plates or skipping 
appetizers.

• Healthcare: Ex-
perts warn while many 
expenses decline in 
retirement, health care 
spending increases. 
Studies show, the aver-
age 65-year-old couple 
retiring in 2020 in the 
U.S. needed roughly 
$295,000 just to cover 
their retirement health 
care expenses. Those 
with family histories 
of severe illnesses or 
those with preexisting 
conditions will need 
even more. Roughly 
half of the population 
will need long-term 
care at some point, and 
that requires advanced 
budgeting. Many 
people find that Medi-
care supplement plans 
can bridge the gap in 
expenses that govern-
ment-run plans will not 
cover. Saving through 
a health savings ac-
count when employed 
can create extra cash 
on hand for retirement 
expenses.
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Take the Natural Path to  
Health & Wellness
• Whole Food Vitamins & Minerals  

• Whole Body Cleansers & Detoxifiers
• Natural Sweeteners • Personal Care Items  

• Herbal Teas • Essential Oils
Professional & Knowledgeable Staff

We are committed to providing the highest 
quality services and products available, 

including Nature’s Sunshine and  
Nature’s Plus for children.

NUTRITION CENTER
3144 Hwy. 278 NW • Covington

(Kroger Shopping Ctr)

770-787-3400
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm

Sat 10am-4pm

Natural
Path

2133 Hwy. 20 SE • Suite 250
Conyers

(Publix Plaza)

770-760-0433
Mon-Wed 9am-6pm

Thurs-Sat 9am-7pm
Family Owned & Operated
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A lifelong commitment to 
healthy living can improve 
life expectancy and quality of 
life while reducing a person’s 
risk for various conditions and 
diseases, including cancer and 
heart disease. 

Healthy lifestyle choices 
like eating a nutritious diet 
and exercising regularly can 
greatly reduce a person’s risk 
for various ailments, but such 
choices don’t eliminate that 
risk entirely. As a result, even 
health-conscious men and 
women may need to rely on 
medication to stay healthy. 
That’s especially true for se-
niors since age is a risk factor 
for various conditions. 

A 2014 analysis that ap-
peared in the Archives of 
Gerontology and Geriatrics 
examined nearly 1,300 pub-
lished articles that focused on 
the use of herbal supplements 
by elderly patients. Though 
only 16 of those articles met 
the researchers’ criteria, the 
analysis concluded that herbal 
supplement usage is common 
among elderly patients, as was 
a lack of dialogue about such 
supplements between medical 
professionals and seniors. A 
concerted effort to initiate such 
dialogue on the part of both pa-
tients and health care providers 
can help shed light on herbal 
medicines so people taking 
them, including seniors, can 
learn more about what they’re 
putting into their bodies.

What are herbal medicines? 
The National Health Ser-

vice of the United Kingdom, a 
widely respected and publicly 
funded health care system, 
describes herbal medicines 
as those with active ingredi-
ents made from plant parts 
like leaves, roots or flowers. 
Because herbal medicines are 

made from plant parts, many 
people assume they’re safe 
to take without consulting a 
physician. However, the NHS 
urges people to treat herbal 
medicines with the same care 
and respect as they would 
more conventional medicines. 
Herbal medicines can affect 
the body in various ways. A 
frank discussion with a phy-
sician can shed light on the 
potential side effects of herbal 
medicines and whether or not 
they’re safe.

Why should seniors 
be concerned about 
herbal medicines?

The NHS notes that seniors 
taking other medications may 
experience problems if they 
begin taking herbal medicines 
as well. The National Cen-
ter for Complementary and 
Integrative Health, which is 
part of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
notes that more well-designed 
studies are necessary to fully 
evaluate interactions between 
herbal medicines and prescrip-
tion drugs. However, the NC-
CIH notes that some evidence 
points to some harmful effects 
of mixing the two. For exam-
ple, the NCCIH reports that 
prolonged exposure to con-
centrated garlic extracts may 
reduce the efficacy of some 
drugs. The potential for these 
types of interactions should 
be enough to compel seniors 
to think twice before taking 
herbal medicines without first 
consulting their physicians. In 
addition, the NHS has devel-
oped a list of various types of 
people for whom herbal medi-
cines may not be suitable, and 
that list includes the elderly.

Seniors considering herbal 
medicines should discuss the 
pros and cons of such products 
with their physicians prior to 
taking anything.

Metro Creative Service
Dialogue on the part of both patients and health care providers can help shed light on herbal medi-
cines so people taking them, including seniors, can learn more about what they’re putting into their 
bodies.

What seniors should know about herbal medicines
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