
By BEAU EVANS
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Gov. Brian 
Kemp ordered the rollback 
of longstanding COVID-19 
distancing restrictions in 
Georgia amid a mix of relief 
and concern from local 
businesses and public-health 
experts.

Starting Thursday, Geor-
gia’s months-long ban on 
gatherings of more than 50 
people in one place was lift-

ed per orders 
from the gov-
ernor, who 
has steadily 
moved to 
ease safety 
measures 
imposed 
since the 
virus swept 
the state in 
March last year.

Restaurants and bars are 
now allowed to seat patrons 

at least 3.5 feet from each 
other instead of the previous 
6-foot requirement. Mov-
ie-goers can sit 3 feet from 
each other in indoor theaters. 
A shelter-in-place order for 
nursing homes and other 
elderly-care facilities was 
also lifted.

Additionally, police of-
ficers are now barred from 
shutting down businesses 
that refuse to comply with 
the new scaled-back dis-

tancing and sanitization 
rules. A partial ban on mask 
mandates in Georgia cities 
and counties will remain in 
effect.

Kemp’s decision came as 
more and more Georgians 
are receiving their first doses 
of the COVID-19 vaccine, 
which was made available to 
everyone age 16 and older 
starting late last month.

Nearly 4.3 million vac-
cines have been administered 

in Georgia as of Tuesday, 
marking more than 2.8 
million people who have 
received at least one of the 
needed two doses for most 
vaccines. More than 1.5 
million Georgians are now 
fully vaccinated, according 
to state Department of Public 
Health data.

“We continue to make 
steady progress in our 

His Word
Bring ye all the tithes into the 

storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.

Malachi 3:10, KJV
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City of Covington

Kemp rolls back statewide restrictions amid vaccine push

‘HISTORIC
MOMENT’

Brian 
Kemp

Special to The Covington News
The Covington City Council approved the final reading of an ordinance that 
establishes a Citizen Review Board for the Covington Police Department 
on Monday, April 5, 2021. Pictured, from left, are Councilman Don Floyd, 
Rev. Harold Cobb, Police Chief Stacey Cotton, Councilwoman Hawnethia 
Williams, City Manager Scott Andrews, Rev. William Gaither, Rev. Dwayne 
Stevens, Mayor Steve Horton, Councilman Anthony Henderson, Assistant City 
Manager Freddy Morgan and Councilwoman Fleeta Baggett.

City council officially moves to 
establish Citizen Review Board

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — City 
leaders unanimously approved 
an ordinance to establish a Citi-
zen Review Board for the Cov-
ington Police Department — an 
action Mayor Steve Horton 
called “historic.”

The Citizen Review Board 
will operate similar to that of 
an oversight committee for the 
police department with the goal 
of cultivating trust and transpar-
ency.

“I’d like to say this is a histor-
ic moment for our city and I’d 
like to thank Rev. Harold Cobb, 
Rev. Dwayne Stevens and Rev. 
William Gaither,” Horton said 
during the Monday, April 5, 
meeting. “They’re all with the 
Newton County Ministers Union 
and have worked diligently and 
tirelessly with a group of us to 

come up with this ordinance and 
help carry it further down the 
road as well. Along with them, 
I’d also like to thank Coun-
cil member Kenneth Morgan, 
Police Chief Stacey Cotton, 
Asst. Chief Philip Bradford, 
City Manager Scott Andrews 
and City Attorney Frank Turner 
Jr. for their dedication, service 
and work toward this beneficial 
outcome.”

Talk of creating a Citizen 
Review Board for the police 
department first began nearly 
five years ago to encourage citi-
zens to feel more comfortable in 
filing complaints against police 
officers, if necessary. 

Andrews said the idea resur-
faced when Cobb, Stevens and 
Gaither approached Andrews 
and the city last summer. The 

 See HISTORIC, A5

SECOND OPINION
Case of Confederate statue’s removal 
slated for Appeals Court on Tuesday

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

ATLANTA — Attorneys argued about a 
government’s “insulation” from interfer-
ence with its official actions and if a group 
had legal “standing” to stop removal of a 
statue from Covington Square in filings be-
fore a long-awaited Tuesday court hearing 
in Atlanta.

The attorneys representing the Newton 
County Board of Commissioners and the 
Georgia chapter of the Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans filed their arguments in 
the months before the Georgia Court of 
Appeals was to consider the separate but 
related cases Tuesday, April 13.

Newton County resident Tiffany Hum-
phries and the Georgia chapter of the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans were appealing a 
judge’s October ruling that they could not 
stop the county government’s removal of 
the 115-year-old Confederate memorial 
statue from the Covington Square.

The Humphries and SCV cases mostly 
mirror each other in their assertions each 
is legally entitled to ask a court to stop the 
county’s removal of the statue following 

 See SECOND, A3

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

Days before the case con-
cerning the removal of Newton 
County’s removal of a nearly 
115-year-old Confederate mon-
ument returns 
to court, a local 
group has planned 
to host another 
“Save the Statue 
Peace Rally.”

Bill Nash, a resident of New-
ton County, helped organize 
two similar rallies in July 2020 
shortly after the Board of Com-
missioners voted 3-2 to remove 

‘Save the Statue ‘Save the Statue 
Peace Rally’ set Peace Rally’ set 

for Sundayfor Sunday

 See RALLY, A3

Bill Nash



By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— The Newton County 
government’s attorney 
said Tuesday the FBI 
indi-
cated it 
found 
no 
criminal 
wrong-
doing 
during a 
probe of 
allega-
tions a 
county commissioner 
illegally benefited from 
leading a nonprofit 
agency that operated a 
Covington community 
center.

The allegations were 
included in a 2016 audit 
that stated District 4 
Commissioner J.C. 
Henderson benefited 
financially from trans-
actions totaling more 
than $42,000 made on 
behalf of the county. 

County Attorney 
Megan Martin told 
the Newton County 
Board of Commis-
sioners Tuesday that 
FBI officials contacted 
County Manager Lloyd 
Kerr recently and said 
they wanted to return 
county financial records 
they took as part of 
an investigation into 
claims made in the 
audit report.

“There has been no 
indication whatsoever 
of any findings of any 
criminal activity,” Mar-
tin said. 

“We’ve been given 
no information that we 
think there’s going to 
be any prosecutions or 
anything coming out of 
this.

“It is our hope that 
this can bring Commis-
sioner Henderson some 
relief because this has 
been a long time com-
ing,” Martin said.

Chairman Marcello 

Banes told Henderson 
he was “happy to say 
that this matter is finally 
behind you.”

Henderson said he 
was “accused of steal-
ing and taking money” 
and “we knew this 
wasn’t the case.”

“A lot of people 
walked up on this 
horseshoe and said that 
I had did something, 
and they had no clue 
that I had did any-
thing,” Henderson said.

“I prayed then for the 
folks that want ill will 
on me. I’m still praying 
for them now,” he said.   

“If I, J.C. Henderson, 
did something, I’m no 
better than nobody else. 
I need to be prosecuted 
just like anybody else.”

He said he paid little 
attention to the issue 
and missed the 2016 
meeting at which the 
audit was released be-
cause his son was in a 
coma at Grady Hospital 
in Atlanta after being 
seriously injured in a 

Joan Dobbs 
“Mama” Wyatt
Caldwell & Cowan 

Funeral Home
Joan Dobbs “Mama” 

Wyatt, of Covington, 
passed away Monday, 
April 5, 2021, at the 
age of 
91. Joan 
was 
born on 
Dobbs 
Farm, 
Novem-
ber 21, 
1929, to 
Harold 
and Lu-
cille Dobbs. Growing 
up on the farm meant 
chores and growing 
up in the house with 
many beloved family 
members. Her early 

memories included 
doing homework by a 
gas lamp and starting 
the wood stove fire at 
Palmer Stone School 
each day.  She viv-
idly remembered at 
nine years old waiting 
impatiently for the 
first light to come on, 
falling asleep to awak-
en with electric light 
in the house.  She had 
wonderful memories of 
growing up on Dobbs 
Farm with her younger 
brother, Denny Dobbs.

After graduating 
Palmer Stone at the 
age of 16, she attended 
Georgia Women’s Col-
lege, in Milledgeville, 
where she received a 
degree in education 
in 1949.  She taught 

Home Economics in 
Hapeville. Joan married 
Jacob Wyatt, in 1950, 
on Christmas day.  
They made their home 
in the Almon Commu-
nity, where they were 
very involved in Shi-
loh United Methodist 
Church. Joan was very 
active in her children’s 
lives and school activ-
ities. 

Joan was dedicated 
to her family, caring for 
her mother and grand-
parents in their later 
years.  She spent many 
happy years caring for 
and loving her children 
and grandchildren, she 
often said the best years 
of her life were caring 
for her six grandchil-
dren daily, and the 

hardest time was when 
they grew up and left 
her care.  Joan never 
missed an opportunity 
to tell their stories. 

She will be missed 
by friends and family 
members who loved 
her dearly.  Her love, 
devotion, and values 
will be carried forward 
by her loving family.

She was preceded 
in death by her loving 
husband, Ralph “Jacob” 
Clyde Wyatt; parents, 
George Harold and 
Lucille C. Dobbs; baby 
brother, Charles Harold 
Dobbs; and nephew, 
Michael Dobbs. 

Those left to cherish 
her memory are her 
daughter and son-
in-law, Dianne and 

Chuck Garrett; sons 
and daughters-in-law, 
Richard “Rick” and 
Marla Wyatt, Donny 
and Melissa Wyatt all 
of Covington; grand-
children and their 
spouses, Jeffrey and 
Rebekah Garrett, David 
and Christina Garrett, 
Joshua and Holli Wyatt, 
Jessica and Blake Bax-
ter, Emily and Matthew 
Baker, Eryn Wyatt and 
fiancé, Sergio Storelli; 
great-grandchildren, 
Sawyer Garrett, Lucy 
Garrett, Griffin Garrett, 
Lucas Cronan; brother 
and sister-in-law, Den-
ny and Cathy Dobbs of 
Covington; sisters-in-
law, Hannah Edwards, 
Sara Campbell; as well 
as numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

A Funeral Service 
for Mrs. Wyatt will be 
held Thursday, April 8, 
2021, 11:00 A.M., at 
Shiloh United Method-
ist Church, 10 Almon 
Road, in Covington, 
with Pastor Mike 
Wadley officiating and 
interment following in 
Lawnwood Memori-
al Park, 1111 Access 

Road, in Covington. 
Friends are invited to 
visit with the family, 
Wednesday, April 7, 
from 6:00 – 8:00 P.M., 
at Caldwell & Cowan 
Funeral Home, 1215 
Access Road, in Cov-
ington. Flowers are 
accepted, or donations 
may be made to Shi-
loh United Methodist 
Church General Fund. 

CDC guidelines 
recommend social 
distancing (6 feet apart) 
and wearing of masks 
while in public.  Cald-
well & Cowan Funeral 
Home requests that you 
observe these recom-
mendations while in 
our funeral home at-
tending visitations and/
or services.  In addition, 
gatherings are limited 
to 50 persons or less in 
our facility at one time.  
Please honor these re-
strictions for the safety 
of the family, yourself, 
and our staff.

Visit www.cald-
wellandcowan.com to 
place online condolenc-
es. 

William “Bud” Roseberry
Caldwell & Cowan Funeral Home

To the friends and family of William “Bud” 
Roseberry, please join us to gather and celebrate 
his life. Saturday, April 17th from 11am-2pm. 
Hampton Inn, 14460 Lochridge Blvd, Covington, 
GA 30014. Casual attire encouraged. Lunch will 
be served.
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Attorney: FBI won’t seek 
charges against commissioner

Woman fabricates stabbing 
report at Walmart, charged 

Henderson accused in 2016 of illegally 
benefiting from leading local nonprofit
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“The reason we recommend Wheeler PETuary to our clients 
is because of the compassion they express to the families 
who have lost a pet.”
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Hi, my name is Mitch!
You can adopt me from Saved By 
Grace Pet Adoption Services Inc. 
located at Ross Animal Hospital 

& Rehab Center in Covington.

THE COVINGTON NEWS’ PET OF THE WEEK

J.C. 
Henderson

 See FBI, A6

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— A 19-year-old wom-
an has been arrested 
after admitting an 
incident she told sher-
iff’s deputies about a 
man stabbing her in the 
leg outside a Newton 
County Walmart April 
1 “did not occur.”

Angel Lynn King of 
Covington was arrested 
and charged with False 
Report of a Crime 
Thursday, April 8, after 
she told Newton Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputies 
she was stabbed by a 
man outside Walmart 
at 4200 Salem Road on 
April 1.

A report stated a 
person who lived at the 
same address as King 
called in the incident to 
the sheriff’s office.

A deputy then met 
with King and “first 
aid was provided to the 
victim” for the “mi-
nor injury,” the report 
stated.

She told the depu-

ty she walked out of 
Walmart to her Ford 
F-150 truck parked 
near the supermarket 
end of the store near a 
wooded area and began 
unloading groceries 
into her truck about 5 
p.m.

As she loaded the 
truck from the driver’s 
side, she said she “saw 
a male standing behind 
her.”

“The victim stated 
the male was asking 
where her boyfriend 
was and where he 
lived. The victim stated 
she didn’t know.”

She said the man 
said he “knew where 
she lived” and “stated 
her boyfriend owed 
them.” He then pulled 
a knife out with his 
right hand and stabbed 
her right thigh, she told 
the deputy.

“The victim stated 
the male then ran away 
towards the rear of 
Walmart” and “anoth-
er male was standing 
down in that area and 

both men entered a 
blue Ford SUV and 
drove around the back 
of Walmart.”

EMS then arrived on 
the scene and treated 
the victim at the scene 
before an investigator 
arrived, the deputy 
reported.

Following the inci-
dent, sheriff’s investi-
gators reviewed foot-
age from the store’s 
surveillance camera 
which did not show 
anyone moving to or 
from her vehicle at the 
time of the incident, 
spokesperson Caitlin 
Jett said.

“Angel King did 
make contact with 
investigators later on 
to inform them that the 
reported incident did 
not occur,” Jett said.

No other information 
about the incident was 
given.

King was arrested 
Thursday and booked 
into the Newton Coun-
ty Jail.
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RALLY:
Continued from A1

the statue. He said this 
weekend’s rally, set 
for Sunday from 2-5 
p.m. on the Coving-
ton Square, would be 
a way to further help 
bring awareness to the 
issue and raise money 
to fund legal expenses.

“We need to main-
tain and keep our 
history,” he said. “It’s 
important for our 
children and our coun-
try… We don’t need to 
get rid of history.”

Nash said the group 
was excited to wel-
come a special speaker 
named H.K. Edgerton, 
who would likely 
be on hand Sunday 
to speak about how 
“history got twisted.” 
Edgerton, a North 
Carolina native, was 
described online as 
an African-American 
activist for Southern 
heritage and member 
of the Sons of Con-
federate Veterans. He 
has reportedly attend-
ed several rallies in 
support of Confederate 
heritage and displaying 
the Confederate flag.

In addition to Edger-
ton’s appearance, there 
will be a silent auction 
and various T-shirts 
for sale. All proceeds 
would go directly to 
legal expenses, Nash 
said.

After Alcovy Supe-
rior Court Chief Judge 
John Ott dismissed 
injunctions Sept. 14, 
2020, filed against 
the statue’s removal, 
resident Tiffany Hum-
phries and local and 
state Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans groups 
filed for appeals to the 
judge’s decision. The 
case is on docket to be 
heard Tuesday, April 
13, in the Georgia 
Court of Appeals.

Nash said the group 
intended to fight the 
decision to remove the 
statue for as long as 
necessary.

“We’ll go to the 
Supreme Court if 

we need to,” he said. 
“We’re just trying to 
make our elected lead-
ers follow the law.”

The case is import-
ant not just for Newton 
County, but surround-
ing areas as well, Nash 
said. He believed it 
could set a precedent 
for similar cases soon 
to be tried across the 
state.

The Confederate 
monument that sets in 
the center of the town 
square was dedicated 
April 23, 1906. A little 
known fact about the 
statue, Nash said, is 
that a group of women 
within Newton Coun-
ty held a penny drive 
for 14 years to fund 
the statue, which they 
wanted to honor those 
who died in the war 
and the women who 
struggled as a result of 
their soldiers’ passing.

An inscription on 
one side of the mon-
ument states, “While 
this monument is 
erected in memory 
of Confederate sol-
diers and the sacred 
cause for which they 
contended, it is also 
intended to commem-
orate the noble women 
whose peerless pa-
triotism and sublime 
lives of heroic and 
self-sacrificing service 
enhanced the holiness 
of that cause and pro-
longed the struggle for 
its supremacy, by in-
spiring its champions 
with increased ardor, 
enthusiasm and gal-
lantry in their contest.” 

On another side: 
“No sordid or merce-
nary spirit animated 
the cause espoused 
by those to whom this 
monument is erected 
or inspired the men 
who bravely fought 
and the women who 
freely suffered for it. 
Its final failure could 
not dishonor it, nor 
did defeat estrange its 
devotees.”

File | Mason Wittner | The Covington News
Women encircle the nearly 115-year-old “The Confederate Dead of Newton County” statue on the Covington Square 
during a “Save the Statue Peace Rally” in July 2020.

SECOND:
Continued from A1

the Board of Commissioners’ 
July vote to do so.

Attorneys argued two parts of 
Newton County Superior Court 
Chief Judge John Ott’s ruling 
that Humphries and the SCV 
lacked legal “standing” and the 
county government had sover-
eign immunity from legal ac-
tions against its official actions.

SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY
Attorney Kyle King, repre-

senting the Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans, wrote in a brief 
filed with the Court of Appeals 
that the Newton County court 
wrongly ruled the doctrine of 
sovereign immunity “insu-
lates” Newton County Board of 
Commissioners and the county 
government from being sued.

The Georgia Constitution 
includes a provision called 
sovereign immunity that states a 
government cannot be sued for 
an action done in its legal oper-
ating capacity.

King wrote that Georgia 
governments claiming sovereign 
immunity often cite a 2014 case 
that claimed the same protection.

However, King said the 
Supreme Court has ruled that 
sovereign immunity does not 
protect government officers “in 
all circumstances.” 

He cited a 2020 case in Valdo-
sta in which the state Supreme 
Court ruled that governments 
may be protected but individu-
al government officers “acting 
beyond their legal authority” are 
not protected from an injunction.

King wrote that a 2019 state 
law “expressly permits such 
suits to be brought” against the 
Board of Commissioners and 
the county government because 
they meet the law’s definition 
of agencies that can be stopped 
from removing a Confederate 
monument.

King also wrote that the Cov-
ington Confederate memorial 
meets the state law’s definition 
of a structure that can be protect-
ed from removal.

The law does allow a govern-
ment to remove a Confederate 
monument in some specific 

instances, such as the need for 
construction of a traffic project 
in its place. However, it specifies 
the memorial must be moved to 
a place of equal prominence and 
not to a cemetery or museum.

County attorney Megan Mar-
tin argued that the state Consti-
tution says sovereign immunity 
“can only be waived by an act 
of the General Assembly which 
specifically provides that sover-
eign immunity is thereby waived 
and the extent of such waiver.” 

“This constitutional immunity 
from suits extends to counties,” 
Martin wrote.

She also cited a 2000 case 
from Athens-Clarke County that 
she said established that “immu-
nity from suit is a privilege, and 
the waiver must be established 
by the party seeking to benefit 
from the waiver.”

She also said the Georgia 
Supreme Court stated in a 2014 
case that the state and “all of 
its departments and agencies,” 
including Newton County, were 
protected.

In a 2017 case, the court ruled 
that “we held that the doctrine 
extends to suits for injunctive 
relief,” Martin said.

She also wrote that a review of 
the 2019 law protecting Confed-
erate memorial statues “reveals 
that there is no specific provision 
waiving the county’s sovereign 
immunity as to claims for in-
junctive relief.:

“As such, the trial court did 
not err in concluding that sover-
eign immunity barred appellants’ 
claims for injunctive relief.”

LEGAL ‘STANDING’
King said Ott ruled the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans lacked le-
gal “standing” to file the injunc-
tion because they did not suffer 
an “actual injury” — only one 
that violated their beliefs. 

The SCV attorney wrote that 
the state Supreme Court “held 
that an association has stand-
ing to bring suit on behalf of 
its members (if) the interests it 
seeks to protect are germane to 
the organization’s purpose.” 

He said the 2019 state law 

says that “any person, group, or 
legal entity shall have a right to 
bring a cause of action for any 
conduct prohibited” by the same 
law.

“(That) unmistakably confers 
standing upon both individual 
members of the Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans and the organi-
zation as a whole to sue in their 
own right,” King wrote.

King wrote that a 2020 U.S. 
Supreme Court case involving 
the federal Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act, also known as 
RFRA, stated individuals who 
sued the government about an 
action affecting their religious 
beliefs could be parties to a case 
because, “It is also the only form 
of relief that can remedy some 
[statutory] violations.”

Martin said the same feder-
al law stated claims may be 
brought against a government 
employee in an individual ca-
pacity but does not allow suits 
against a government.

“As noted above, since a 
“local government”, such as 
(Newton County) is an ‘agen-
cy’” as defined in the 2019 state 
law and because the same state 
law “does not authorize suits 
against an ‘agency’” the federal 
case could be “construed as not 
authorizing a suit against a local 
government” such as Newton 
County.

Martin also said the SCV 
named the “Newton County 
Board of Commissioners” and 
not “Newton County” as a de-
fendant.

“Courts routinely recognize 
that the various departments of 
a local government are merely 
the mechanism through which a 
local government fulfills its vari-
ous functions and is not a proper 
party defendant,” Martin wrote.

“The law is well settled in 
Georgia that, absent a special 
act by the General Assembly, 
non-legal entities, such as school 
boards and departments of local 
governments, are not entities 
with the capacity to be sued.”

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. —Newton 
County Fire Service was inves-
tigating after firefighters were 
able to stop flames from a back-
yard “quiet place” from spread-
ing to a home late Monday and 
early Tuesday.

The county fire department 
reported eight units responded to 
the 11:55 p.m. fire on Monday, 
April 5, at 440 Womack Road in 
western Newton.

Units reportedly were dis-
patched to a fire in the backyard 
spreading towards the residence. 

The homeowner told fire-
fighters a metal shed was used 
“occasionally for a quiet place 
to be, and they had been using a 
metal bucket with firewood in it 
to keep the shed warm.” 

“The homeowner stated that 
they got tired and went inside 
to go to bed and left the wood 
in the bucket,” according to the 
report.

A dog’s barking woke up the 
homeowner, who saw the entire 
shed on fire and called 911, the 
report stated. 

Firefighters arrived to find the 
metal shed fully involved. 

They then worked to stop the 
fire from spreading by pouring 
water on the blaze, the report 
stated.

“All incoming units assisted 
with control and overhaul of the 
structure,” the report said.

No injuries were reported.

County firefighters fight backyard blaze
Newton County
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The 2021 Session 
of the Georgia 
General Assem-

bly is finally over, and 
I can 
honestly 
say that 
most 
people 
on both 
sides of 
the aisle 
are glad. It was a very 
contentious session, far 
different from the hap-
py collegiality we knew 
just a few years ago.

I am very blessed 
that it was a productive 
session for me. I had 
two military bills that 
passed, as well as an-
other military bill that 
I co-sponsored. These 
are the State Compact 
Bills that allow people 
who are licensed in 
certain other participat-
ing states to practice 
their profession here in 
Georgia. Because these 
professionals hold the 
same degree of training 
and qualifications in 
these other states that 

we require in Georgia, 
they are free to practice 
here as well. I have 
done many Compact 
Bills like this before: 
Georgia is currently 
in State Compacts 
for doctors, nurses, 
physical therapists and 
psychologists. This 
year, we are adding 
speech therapists, 
occupational therapists 
and counselors. These 
Compacts are important 
to the military, as they 
allow their members 
and spouses to practice 
in Georgia immediately 
after they move here. 
They also help with ru-
ral health. All of these 
Compact Bills passed 
nearly unanimously.

I am especially 
pleased that my Teach-
er Tax Credit bill finally 
passed both chambers. 
Unbelievably, it went 
through four different 
committees and passed 
the House floor three 
different times and the 
Senate twice, over a 
three year span. It was 

the last bill to pass this 
year: Sen. Burt Jones 
got it over the finish 
line a minute past mid-
night. The measure will 
give $3,000 for five 
years to teachers who 
are willing to move to 
a very rural or lowest 
5% performing school. 
Most states have 
programs like this, and 
they are usually very 
successful. 

I was very pleased 
that we repealed the 
Citizens Arrest Bill 
this year. Along with 
the Hate Crimes Bill 
we passed last year, we 
have made great strides 
in making Georgia a 
more equitable and 
tolerant state. We also 
passed a “Porch Pirate” 
measure that will add 
penalties for thieves 
who prey on UPS and 
FedEx-type deliver-
ies to your front door. 
We tackled Adoption 
Reform again, as well 
as “virtual” bills for 
notaries, E-commerce, 
shareholder meetings 

and telehealth. Also, we 
will permanently go to 
Daylight Savings Time 
– along with 11 other 
states – but only if Con-
gress approves it. 

Obviously, the 
most contentious bill 
was Election Re-
form. As I have stat-
ed before, we should 
have done this last 
year after Democrats 
were so unhappy 
with the 2018 results. 
Now that both sides 
have lost confidence 
in one (or both) of 
the last two elec-
tions, I believe this 
bill was necessary 
and fair. Most of the 
media characteriza-
tions of this measure 
are false: we are 
actually expanding 
hours, expanding 
weekend voting, 
and expanding drop 
boxes ... all while 
preserving no-excuse 
absentee balloting. 
Most of the upset 
is the fact we have 
strengthened the 

security of the vote 
by adding a driver’s 
license (or other means 
of ID) to a request for 
an absentee ballot; 
something you have 

to do in nearly every 
other transaction in our 
modern world, such as 
getting on an airplane, 

In this week’s column, I 
planned to try and outline 
Georgia’s election reform 

legislation that was signed 
into law a 
couple of 
weeks ago. 

I wanted to 
provide in-
sight on what 
it all really 
means and 
try to explain 
that not everything we’ve 
been hearing about this law 
is true.

But then I thought, “Why 
bother?”

After the decision was 
announced to move the 
MLB All-Star game out of 
Atlanta and over to Denver, 
Colorado, it became pain-
fully obvious Commissioner 
Rob Manfred, the rest of the 
MLB big wigs and half of 
America doesn’t really care 
what this law really does or 
doesn’t do.

How did I come to this 
conclusion? Well, if anyone 
really took the time and 
listened to the facts, there 
might be an even bigger up-
roar over the league’s choice 
of Colorado.

After Georgia passed its 
new election law, the two 
states’ protocols are now 
super-similar.

In Georgia, lawmakers 
chose to scrap the signature 
matching system used to 
verify absentee ballots and 
implement a requirement for 
IDs.

In Colorado, IDs were 
already required. From 
the Colorado Secretary of 
State’s website: “All vot-
ers who vote must provide 
identification. If you are 
voting by mail for the first 
time, you may also need 
to provide a photocopy of 
your identification when you 
return your mail ballot.” 

They still use a signature 
matching system, too.

In Georgia, lawmakers 
placed a ban on non-poll 
workers handing out food 
and drinks within 150 feet of 
voters waiting in line outside 
polling places. However, 
groups are allowed to give 
“nonpartisan, bipartisan wa-
ter without campaign stick-
ers” to poll workers who will 
distribute it. 

It’s similar in the Mile 
High State. Unlike Georgia, 
Colorado campaign work-
ers are allowed to hand out 
water and food to voters 
waiting in line outside; how-
ever, no campaign apparel or 
accessories bearing the name 
or image of a candidate or 
party is allowed within 100 

feet when doing so, which is 
in line with the Peach State.

If this hoopla from the 
MLB is in the name of fight-
ing voter suppression, racial 
injustice and discrimination, 
picking Denver, Colorado, as 
a backup plan doesn’t make 
a lot of sense.

Black people account for 
more than 50% of Atlanta’s 
population and about 30% 
of Georgia’s population. In 
Denver, 9% Black popu-
lation and even less when 
factoring all of Colorado.

By pulling out of Atlanta, 
state leaders expect to lose 
what could have been a 
$100 million weekend for 
Georgia’s diverse economy. 
Imagine how much revenue 
small businesses — be it 
Black, white or any other 
race of ownership — in At-
lanta will now miss out on.

I say chalk up a big “E” 
for the MLB.

But the only reason for any 
of this is simply because of 
the 2020 election outcome. 
Georgia Republicans didn’t 
like the fact Joe Biden won 
the presidency, so they’ve 
made changes to state 
election laws to “secure the 
vote.” Of course Democrats 
aren’t going to like that idea, 
and it doesn’t matter how 
severe or light the changes 

were going to be, pushback 
was bound to happen.

The fact remains — and 
this country would be in a 
better place if everyone just 
listened to the facts and were 
loyal to the truth rather than 
their party affiliation — that 
there’s really nothing wrong 
with this election reform 
when it comes to voters’ 
rights. 

The fact is, this election re-
form is nothing close to the 
Jim Crow laws of old, which 
denied African Americans 
the right to vote altogether, 
the ability to retain jobs and 
receive a quality education. 
And Biden, as well as every-
one else, is quite foolish to 
try and compare the two.

Georgia’s Election Integ-
rity Act neither takes away 
the right to vote, nor makes 
it more difficult for anyone 
to vote — heck, early voting 
opportunities were increased 
and might I remind you 
voter IDs are free. What the 
law does is make it harder 
to vote illegally, which is a 
good thing, but that pitch 
seems to be sailing over 
most people’s heads. 

Taylor Beck is editor and 
publisher of The Covington 
News. He may be reached at 
tbeck@covnews.com.

Since Major League 
Baseball made its 
decision last week to 

pull the All-Star Game out 
of Atlanta, 
a common 
refrain has 
been the 
desire to see 
politics taken 
out of sports.

But those 
days, like 
my plans for a trip to Cobb 
County on the second Tues-
day in July, are gone.

People mad at MLB say 
the sport and companies 
who oppose the state’s new 
Election Integrity Act are 
misguided. But the reason 
we have this law in the first 
place — the reason there 
was such an all-fire hurry to 
do something in the 40-day 
General Assembly session 
that ended March 31 — was 
because our former presi-
dent simply could not accept 
his narrow defeat in Geor-
gia, and has convinced sup-
porters of large-scale fraud 
that would have reversed the 
result.

And now the simple act of 
going to a Braves game is 
going to be political.

Just as watching the NFL 
is, whether you do or you 
don’t.

Just as wearing a mask is, 
or isn’t.

Just as, now, apparently, 
it will be a declaration of 
— something — if you take 
Delta or drink a Coke, or 
like me drink a Coke Zero 
on Delta.

It’s maddening, and it’s 
only getting started. Buckle 
up because the 2022 elec-
tions, and culture wars, have 
begun.

David Clemons is the 
editor and publisher of the 
Walton Tribune in Monroe, 
and a former publisher of 
the Covington News. He 
also remains a Braves sea-
son ticket-holder. He may be 
reached at david.clemons@
waltontribune.com.
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David Clemons columnist

Politics 
in sports is 
here to stay

Taylor Beck editor and publisher

MLB calls foul on Georgia but commits crucial error

David Clemons | The Walton Tribune
Truist Park – then known as SunTrust Park – is seen during pregame festivities in the Atlanta Braves’ home opener April 1, 2019, in Atlanta.

Rep. Dave Belton guest columnist

Glad contentious General Assembly finally over — everyone else is, too

 See BELTON, A5
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Business Directory
  RETAIL

More Than Just Sneakers!
2233 GA Highway 20 | Conyers, GA 30013

info@shopsneakerasylum.com
www.shopsneakerasylum.com

NOW OPEN!

  AUTOMOTIVE
JUST AUTO CAR CAREJUST AUTO CAR CARE

Service You Can Trust • Prices You Can Afford

770-679-0227770-679-0227
MONDAY–FRIDAY 8:30AM-6PMMONDAY–FRIDAY 8:30AM-6PM

SATURDAY 9AM-2PMSATURDAY 9AM-2PM

NEW LOCATION!  NEW LOCATION!  
Less than 10 miles from previous location.Less than 10 miles from previous location.

5723 Hwy 138 SW5723 Hwy 138 SW
Oxford GA 30054Oxford GA 30054

OIL
CHANGE

$16.99
Most cars. Regularly $18.99.  

Up to 4 quarts premium oil & filter 
plus $2 disposal fee. With coupon. 

Expires 4/1/21. CN

Out The
Door

  HEALTH CARE

Immediate Opening for CNA or PCA in Covington. Shifts available:  
12 hour shift available friday saturday sunday 6 am to 6p and 6p to 
6 am. CNA & PCA Positions also available in Atlanta, College Park, 

Decatur & Ellenwood.
If interested in positions go to www.advirhealthcare.com and click  
on careers to apply for interview. or call 404.348.2643 ext 702.

Now Accepting Clients in most counties.
We accept Wellcare, Peachstate, Amerigroup & CCSP/Source.

ADVIR HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEMS

  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Quick Loans of Newton County
9140 Highway 278 • Covington, GA 30014

770-787-4211
Build & Establish Your Credit!

• Starter Loans • 30 Day Loans
• Loans from $100 to $2000

Call or Stop by the Office and Apply Today!
*ALL LOANS SUBJECT TO OUR LIBERAL CREDIT POLLICY*

  COSMETICS

J’z Beauty & LashesJ ’z Beauty & Lashes
Eyelash Extensions

April CarterApril Carter
Certified Eyelash Technician

706-380-4972
www.jzbeauty&lashes@boosky.com

aprilcarter.13.ac@gmail.com

  HEART HEALTH

Busy cardiology office is hiring for a full time Certified 
Medical Assistant/LPN. Knowledge of EPIC is a plus.  

Hours are M-F 8-5pm.
 Please email or fax resumes to britmorgan2014@gmail.

com or fax it to 678-729-0122.

buying liquor, getting a 
passport, get a prescrip-
tion, open a checking 
account, apply for 
welfare or food stamps, 
get a drivers license, 
get married, adopt a 
pet, get a hotel room, 
get a hunting license or 
buy a gun, buy or rent 
a house or a car or get 
a loan, as well as many 
other things. If voting 

is sacred, as nearly 
everyone on both sides 
of the aisle claims, than 
it should be secure. 
Actually, it is far easier 
to vote in Georgia – be-
fore and after the pas-
sage of this law – than 
in many north-eastern 
states that are hypocriti-
cally criticizing us. 

The budget passed 
very late this year, after 

10 p.m. on the last day. 
Overall, it increases 
$1.3 billion or 5% from 
last year to a total of 
$27.2 billion. The big 
winners are education 
and health care, which 
receive 90% of the new 
monies. Additionally, 
over $4.25 billion new 
federal dollars will be 
added to K12 Educa-
tion, $3.8 billion of 

which will go directly 
to the local school 
systems. It is estimated 
that Morgan County 
(which has some $10.6 
million in reserves) will 
receive an additional 
$7.7 million, and New-
ton County (which has 
some $48 million in the 
bank) will get another 
$90.5 million. More 
than $1 billion from 

the Feds is also being 
added to health care in 
Georgia. 

The state will also 
receive $4.6 billion 
from the Feds, and 
local cities and counties 
in Georgia will get an 
additional $3.4 billion. 
This is in addition to 
the monies allocated 
to K12 Education. 
The governor plans to 

focus the state’s portion 
to rural broadband, 
water and sewer, and 
industries hit hard by 
COVID. 

Rep. Dave Belton is 
a Republican from Dis-
trict 112, representing 
Morgan and Newton 
counties in the Georgia 
House of Representa-
tives.

BELTON:
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KEMP:
Continued from A1

vaccine administration 
here in Georgia,” Kemp 
said. “The life-saving 
COVID-19 vaccine is 
our key back to normal, 
and with all Georgians 
ages 16 and over now 
eligible to receive the 
shot, we are well on our 
way as we head into 
spring and summer.”

The rollback set for 
Thursday drew praise 
from local business 
leaders including 
restaurant owners who 
have been hit hard by 
the pandemic over the 
past year. Roughly 20% 
of Georgia’s restaurants 
remain closed after 
more than half shut 
down temporarily in the 
pandemic’s early days, 
said Karen Bremer, 
president of the Geor-
gia Restaurant Associ-
ation.

Bremer noted the 
6-foot distancing rule 

has limited restaurants 
to about 60% of capaci-
ty, complicating dine-
in services as many 
restaurants turned to 
curbside and delivery 
during the pandemic. 
Restaurants will still 
have leeway to decide 
whether to stick with 
the stricter safety mea-
sures once the rollback 
kicks in, she said.

“Slowly but surely, 
we have been able to 
expand to a more rea-
sonable level,” Bremer 
said. “I’m sure that 
there will be many that 
still require the face 
coverings for people to 
come into their busi-
nesses. It’s their prerog-
ative as a business to do 
that.”

The Georgia Cham-
ber of Commerce 
also backed Kemp’s 
rollback decision, 
noting local businesses 

“should continue to 
follow safety proto-
cols and prioritize the 
health of customers and 
employees,” said Chris 
Clark, the chamber’s 
president and CEO.

However, some pub-
lic-health experts have 
urged Kemp to pump 
the brakes on loosening 
COVID-19 restrictions 
until more Georgians 
become fully vaccinat-
ed in the next month or 
so.

“Too soon, way too 
soon,” said Dr. Carlos 
del Rio, a leading Emo-
ry University epidemi-
ologist who has focused 
on the virus since its 
onset last year. He 
pushed for waiting until 
at least the end of this 
month to start relaxing 
restrictions.

His stance was 
echoed by Isaac Fung, 
an associate profes-

sor of epidemiology 
at Georgia Southern 
University’s Jiann-Ping 
Hsu College of Public 
Health. Georgia should 
hold off on fully re-
opening until about 
three-fourths of all resi-
dents have been vac-
cinated to reach herd 
immunity, he said.

In the meantime, 
restaurants can take 
steps like installing 
plexiglass screens 
between customers 
and requiring masks to 
reduce risks of trans-
mission, particularly as 
more infectious muta-
tions of the virus take 
root in Georgia, Fung 
said.

“I would highly 
recommend Georgians 
to put on face masks if 
they speak, especial-
ly in public or when 
they’re meeting with 
friends,” Fung said. “I 

understand why they 
want that to be relaxed 
… but people should 
remain vigilant. … The 
pathway forward is to 
get as many people ful-
ly vaccinated as quickly 
as possible.”

Georgians can 
pre-register for a 
vaccine appointment 
at myvaccinegeorgia.
com even if they do 
not yet qualify under 
the governor’s eligibil-
ity criteria. They will 
be notified once they 
qualify and scheduled 
for an appointment.

State officials have 
opened nine mass 
vaccination sites in At-
lanta, Macon, Albany, 
Savannah, Columbus, 
Waycross and Bartow, 
Washington and Haber-
sham counties.

As more Georgians 
are vaccinated, Kemp 
said he will not seek 

to require so-called 
“vaccine passports” 
for people to show 
proof they’ve been 
vaccinated in order to 
travel, work or frequent 
businesses.

“While the devel-
opment of multiple 
safe, highly effective 
COVID-19 vaccines 
has been a scientific 
miracle, the decision 
to receive the vaccine 
should be left up to 
each individual,” Kemp 
said.

More than 857,000 
people had tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 in 
Georgia as of Tuesday 
afternoon, with more 
than 209,000 more re-
ported positive antigen 
tests indicating likely 
positive results. The 
virus has killed 16,761 
Georgians.

city manager said the 
reverends played an 
instrumental role in 
drafting the ordinance. 
The first reading of the 
ordinance was ap-
proved March 15.

“We’d just like 
to thank those who 
worked with us,” Cobb 
said. “As someone said 
in the paper, it was not 
an easy job, but we 
thank God that we were 
able to come togeth-
er to put everything 
together … We hope 
great things happen 
from this.

“We love this city and 
we want to see this city 
reach higher levels,” 
he added. “We thank 
everyone who worked 
with us. And again, as 

we’ve said to ourselves, 
we’re not finished yet. 
We’ve got a long way 
to go.”

When the council ap-
proved the first reading 
of the ordinance last 
month, Police Chief 
Stacey Cotton gave his 
full support of a Citizen 
Review Board. He be-
lieved such a commit-
tee would only benefit 
the police department.

“I want this commu-
nity to have confidence 
in the Covington Police 
Department,” Cotton 
said during the March 
15 meeting. “I see the 
Citizen Review Board 
as a way to allow citi-
zens access to informa-
tion they can share with 
the community and 

build trust and confi-
dence in their police 
department.”

The council will next 
work to appoint board 
members, which Hor-
ton alluded could take a 
few weeks.

Per the ordinance, 
board members cannot 
include the mayor or 
council, a city em-
ployee, an immediate 
family member of a 
city employee, current-
ly working for a law 
enforcement agency, 
hold a political office 
or be campaigning for a 
political office or have 
any prior felony con-
victions or any convic-
tion involving moral 
turpitude. No member 
other than the non-vot-

ing member appointed 
by the police chief shall 
have been previously 
employed by the Cov-
ington Police Depart-
ment.

Members must be 18 
years old and a current 
resident of Covington. 
Members would be 
required to complete 
a written application, 
pass a background heck 
with no felony con-
victions, successfully 
complete the Covington 
Police Department Cit-
izens Academy and de-
vote a minimum of nine 
hours to participate in 
a ride-along on patrol 
with the department.

In other business:
• Horton proclaimed 

April as Child Abuse 

Prevention Month.
• The council ap-

proved the final read-
ing of an ordinance 
amendment concerning 
electric rates.

• The council ap-
proved a $62,571 bid 
from Mason Tractor for 
a mini excavator for the 
Street Department.

• The council ap-
proved a revision for 
the city’s garbage col-
lection and sanitation 
service fees.

• The council ap-
proved a resolution to 
appoint Mike Jewell 
as voting delegate and 
Freddy Morgan as 
alternate for the MGAG 
Annual Election.

• The council ap-
proved MEAG Power’s 

2020 Year-end settle-
ment. The city will 
receive a $972,369 re-
fund. Last year’s refund 
was $981,469.

• The council ap-
proved MEAG Power’s 
Telecom Project 2020 
Year-end settlement. 
The city will received 
a refund of $2,288. 
Last year’s refund was 
2,511.

• The council ap-
proved to send a letter 
for notice of nonrenew-
al for its electric service 
contract with General 
Mills with plans to 
draft a new, updated 
contract. The current 
contract has been in 
effect for more than 30 
years.

HISTORIC:
Continued from A1
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SOCIAL CIRCLE, 
Ga. — Insurance and 
Safety Fire Commis-
sioner John F. King 
said an Easter Sunday 
fire at a vacant cotton 
mill in Social Circle 
was intentionally set. 

The fire occurred at 
the former mill at 148 
Cannon Drive in Social 
Circle around 1:50 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 4.

“Upon the fire de-
partment’s arrival, the 
second floor of the 
main structure was ful-
ly engulfed in flames,” 
King said in a news 
release. 

“A second fire was 
found near the old 
maintenance room on 
the left rear side of the 
building. Working with 
the Social Circle Fire 
Department, we have 

ruled this fire to be 
incendiary in nature.”

The structure was 
originally built in 1940. 
Approximately 17,343 
square feet of the main 
structure was left after 
a fire in the 1990s, the 
Georgia Department of 
Insurance reported.

The Walton Tribune 
reported that the city’s 
fire chief, Ken Zaydel, 
said the building was 
already in bad shape 
before Easter.

“It’s gutted more 
than it was,” he said. “I 
don’t know that there 
was a lot salvageable to 
begin with.”

The city’s first textile 
mill opened in 1901 
and went bankrupt after 
a few years, but a sec-
ond mill — the Social 
Circle Cotton Mill Co. 
— was chartered in De-
cember 1913. It became 

part of Cannon Mills 
Co. of North Carolina 
in 1978.

The company 
employed about 400 
people at its peak and 
still had about 250 
workers in the mid-
1970s, making wide 
cotton-blend bed 
sheeting.

Eventually known 
as Cannon Mills, the 
Social Circle plant 
closed in 1983 and 
a fire damaged more 
than half of the main 
building in April 
1994.

Carter Jackson Inc. 
of Augusta owns the 
3.84-acre site.

Although the site is 
vacant, it’s an important 
part of the city’s past, 
and its future.

“It’s still in our com-
prehensive plan as an 
anchor for our down-

town,” City Manager 
Adele Schirmer told the 
Tribune.

She said the city’s 
Downtown Develop-
ment Authority recent-
ly worked with the 
property owner and a 

contract purchaser to 
submit an application 
to the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency for a brown-
fields assessment grant.

Such a grant would 
allow the DDA to 

secure funding to 
clean the site and set a 
path for the property’s 
future. The authority 
should learn soon if it 
received the grant, the 
newspaper reported.
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Conributed Photo
Samuel and Edna (Candy) Newton, of Covington, recently celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary. Sixty years equates to 720 months — 21,925 days — together. 
The secret to a successful marriage, Mrs. Newton said, is putting God at the center of 
the relationship. The Newtons have five children, eight grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. The couple is hopeful their love story will inspire young couples across 
the community.

Wedding AnniversaryCity of Social Circle

Mill fire set in two places

FBI:
Continued from A2

vehicle wreck.
“Then you see the 

headlines in the paper 
that I had stole some-
thing,” Henderson said. 

“I’ve never stole 
nothing from anybody. 
Everything I’ve got my 
entire life — I don’t 
have that much but I 
worked like hell to get 
it and I cherish it.”

David Sawyer of Fra-
zier and Deeter CPAs 
and Advisors released 
the forensic audit in 
November 2016 that 
alleged Henderson 
“received preferential 
and financially benefi-
cial treatment from the 

county” as an officer 
and founder of Nelson 
Heights Community 
Services Inc.

Sawyer’s report said 
that more than $42,648 
was used for Nelson 
Heights, including 
$17,039 in legal fees, 
and Henderson “re-
ceived preferential and 
financially beneficial 
treatment from Newton 
County.”

Frazier and Deeter 
was one of the top 100 
largest accounting firms 
in the nation in 2016. 

The audit recom-
mended that “further 
investigative steps 

be performed by law 
enforcement authorities 
to determine whether 
or not criminal activity 
has occurred.” 

The Board of Com-
missioners voted to 
send the audit to “the 
proper law enforcement 
agency” soon after re-
ceiving the report. Mar-
tin then sent the report 
to the Newton County 
District Attorney’s of-
fice, and Sawyer sent it 
to the FBI and GBI.

It stated Nelson 
Heights Community 
Center operated as a 
nonprofit organization 
established by Hen-

derson under the name 
Nelson Heights Com-
munity Services lnc. 

The county gave the 
organization $40,000 
per year, as well as 
accounting, administra-
tive and legal services, 
to operate. 

The center was built 
with SPLOST funds 
and the county bought 
the site for the building, 
the audit stated 

Sawyer said in his 
report at least $42,148 
of taxpayer funds “were 
used for undefined, 
wasteful or abusive 
purposes …”

Among the expendi-

tures were $17,039 to 
then-county attorney 
Tommy Craig; unex-
plained operating ex-
penses totaling $2,372 
that included advertis-
ing and purchasing card 
transactions and pay-
ments to either Hender-
son or a member of his 
family; rental revenue 
totaling $3,000 that was 
never collected from 
2013 to 2016 from 
Rising Son Christian 
Church; and $8,500 for 
a van that included the 
purchase above Kelley 
Blue Book value and 
painting the vehicle 
before it sat idle.

It also included alle-
gations Henderson and 
the nonprofit benefited 
from real estate trans-
actions totaling $11,237 
between Nelson 
Heights and Newton 
County. 

However, Henderson 
said in 2016 he asked 
the sheriff and district 
attorney to look into 
issues of “giving law 
enforcement false in-
formation.”

A spokesman for the 
Atlanta office of the 
FBI declined comment.
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SPORTS
Prep Baseball

Your Comfort is 
Our Business

11290 Brown Bridge Rd. 
Covington, GA 30016
www.dwairflow.com

770-788-7700

High-Quality Air Conditioning 
Services Since 1986

Newton County 
Prep Baseball Standings
Region 4-AAAAAAA
Team   Region   Overall
Grayson   7-2   19-3
Parkview   4-2   13-10
Brookwood   4-2   15-9
Newton   3-3   9-11
South Gwinnett   0-9   3-17

Newton’s Remaining Schedule
4/9 - @ Lakeside-Atlanta
4/12 - @ Parkview*
4/14 - vs. Parkview*
4/16 - @ Parkview*
4/19 - vs. Brookwood*
4/21 - @ Brookwood*
4/22 - vs. Brookwood*
*Denotes region contest

Region 3-AAAAAA
Team   Region   Overall
Lakeside-Evans   8-1   11-8
Evans   6-2   10-12
Grovetown   5-4   9-11
Heritage   4-5   6-13
Alcovy   3-5   8-14
Rockdale County   0-9   6-13

Alcovy’s Remaining Schedule
4/9 - @ Banks County
4/13 - vs. Lakeside-Evans*
4/15 - vs. Grovetown (DH)*
4/20 - vs. Heritage*
4/23 - vs. Evans (DH)*
*Denotes region contest

Region 8-AAAAA
Team   Region   Overall
Greenbrier   9-1   18-4
Loganville   9-1   18-5
Walnut Grove   8-2   16-7
Eastside   6-4   16-7
Jackson County   4-6   15-9
Apalachee   1-7   9-11
Clarke Central   1-7   8-14
Johnson   0-10   1-17

Eastside’s Remaining Schedule
4/12 - @ Jones County
4/13 - @ Jackson County*
4/15 - vs. Jackson County*
4/19 - vs. Loganville*
4/21 - @ Loganville*
*Denotes region contest

Region 8-A Public
Team   Region   Overall
Social Circle   11-1   14-9
Commerce   10-1   15-6
Washington-Wilkes   9-3   13-6
Lake Oconee Academy   10-5   11-8
Towns County   3-11   6-14
Lincoln County   1-11   1-14
Greene County   0-12   0-12

Social Circle’s Remaining Schedule
4/13 - @ Washington-Wilkes*
4/16 - vs. Washington-Wilkes (DH)*
4/20 - @ Commerce*
4/22 - vs. Commerce (DH)*
*Denotes region contest

Note: Standings updated as of April 9  2021.
 Schedules are subject to change.

By MASON WITTNER
mwittner@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
Relatively smooth waters 
turned choppy this week 
for Eastside.

Coming in riding a six-
game winning streak, the 
No. 10 Eagles stumbled 
their way to back-to-back 
losses against Region 
8-AAAAA foe Walnut 
Grove on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. The first 
meeting saw Eastside 
falter late in a 9-6 de-
feat, while the Warriors 
pounced early the second 
time around in a 13-1 
triumph.

Walnut Grove’s offense 
flourished unlike any oth-
er club has against East-
side’s pitching staff this 
season. Prior to giving up 
22 runs to the Warriors in 
just two days, the Eagles 
had surrendered 27 total 
runs over their previous 
11 games.

“We’ve just got to get 
better. That’s all there 
is to it. I’m not going to 
sugarcoat it; we’ve got to 
get better,” Eastside head 
coach Brandon Crumbley 
said. “It’s high school 
baseball. Some days it’s 
your day, some days it’s 
not your day. It hasn’t 
been our day these last 
two days.”

The Eagles (16-7, 6-4) 
have now lost back-to-
back games for the third 
time this year. They 
haven’t dropped three 
consecutive contests since 
enduring a five-game 
skid against Whitewater, 
Houston County, Mor-
gan County and Ola last 
February.

Eastside came out 
swinging on the road 
Tuesday evening.

With two outs away 
and a pair of runners on, 
Bryce Burgess notched 
an RBI single to center 
field to score the game’s 
first run. Sambo Button 
followed suit with an 
RBI single of his own. 
Burgess later stole home 
before Hunter Denny sin-
gled to right field to drive 
in Button and give the 
Eagles a 4-0 advantage. 

Eastside left-hander 
Cade Mitchell stepped on 
the mound with a healthy 
cushion and went to 

work. He mowed through 
the Walnut Grove lineup 
for two innings, striking 
out four batters in the 
process. But in the third 
inning, the Warriors (16-
7, 8-2) found a crack.

They began to wedge it 
open.

It began with Braxton 
Brooks’ line-drive dou-
ble to right field. Colby 
Hogan drove Brooks in to 
get his club on the score-
board, and Josh Johnson 
later followed with a two-
run double to pull Walnut 
Grove within 4-3.

In the fifth inning, 
which would prove to be 
the final frame of Mitch-
ell’s outing, Brooks got 
on base with a leadoff 
walk. He moved up a 
base on a sacrifice bunt 
and raced to third on a 
passed ball before trotting 
home to tie the game on 
Coby Wilkerson’s one-out 
single.

Eastside reclaimed 
the lead in the top of the 
sixth inning as Button 
and Denney scored on a 
pair of passed balls. In the 
home half of the frame, 

however, the Warriors 
struck for five runs of 
their own off Eastside’s 
bullpen to storm out to a 
9-6 lead. The offensive 
fireworks came courtesy 
of a Tyler Williams sac-
rifice fly, a fielding error 
that allowed three runs to 
score and a Darrin Parker 
RBI double.

Walnut Grove’s late-
game offensive heroics 
carried over into Wednes-
day’s rematch at the 
Eagle’s Nest.

The Warriors began the 
game by bookending a 
hit-by-pitch with a pair 
of singles, the latter of 
which came off Wilker-
son’s bat and scored the 
game’s first run. They 
proceeded to drive in 
five runs off five hits and 
chase Eastside left-hander 
Holden Hall from the 
game after just 2/3 of an 
inning.

Walnut Grove contin-
ued to be relentless, tack-
ing on a pair of runs in 
the second and three more 
in the third and fourth 
innings, respectively, en 
route to a 12-run victo-

ry in five innings. They 
finished the day with 15 
hits, outhitting the Eagles 
21-13 over two days.

Despite the setbacks, 
Eastside still remains in 
prime position to lock 
down a spot in the Class 
AAAAA state playoffs. 
They entered Friday in 
fourth place in the region 
with a two-win advantage 
over Jackson County (15-
9, 4-6) and four region 
games left in the year.

“We still control our 
own destiny,” Crumbley 
said. “We can’t sit here 
and hang our hat on this 
one. We’ve got to go to 
work next week. We’ll 
just take it, move forward 
and keep getting better.”

Eastside will dip out 
of region play Monday, 
April 12, when it travels 
to Jones County for a 
5:30 p.m. contest. The 
Eagles will then resume 
their league slate with a 
home-and-home series 
against Jackson County 
on Tuesday (away) and 
Thursday (home), with 
both games slated to be-
gin at 5:55 p.m.

Mason Wittner| The Covington News
Walnut Grove tallied 22 runs on 21 hits in a two-game sweep of No. 10 Eastside this week. 
Despite the losses, the Eagles maintained their hold on the No. 4 spot in the Region 8-AAAAA 
standings.

No. 10 Eagles swept by Walnut Grove

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

The Newton Lady 
Rams recently earned 
a second-place finish at 
the Rollerson-Baldwin 
NewRock Track and 
Field Championships at 
Heritage High School in 
Conyers.

Newton took the top 
three spots in the girls’ 

100-meter dash as McK-
enzie Calloway (12.95) 
was flanked by Laliyah 
Sterling (13.42) and Amoi 
Hagans (13.43). In the 
girls’ 200-meter dash, 
Calloway crossed the 
finish line first with a time 
of 26.56, trailed immedi-
ately by Sterling, who ran 
the course in 27.60.

Newton’s girls came in 

first place as a team in the 
4x100 relay (49.50) and 
the 4x400 relay (4:35.94).

In the long jump, 
Jordyn Ash represented 
the Lady Rams with her 
best leap of 17-2, taking 
the top mark. Teammate 
Hadijat Olushesi posted 
a jump at 15-6.5, earning 
her a spot in third place.

Ash also came in at the 

No. 1 spot in the triple 
jump with a 37-8, while 
Olushesi placed third with 
a jump of 31-1.

Newton is scheduled 
to return to Conyers on 
Wednesday, April 14, for 
the Heritage High School 
Region Tune-Up. The 
event will begin at 8:30 
a.m.

Lady Rams place 2nd at NewRock Championships
Prep Track & Field



Yard Sales

Yard & Estate Sales
LOOK IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN FOR 
OUR ANNUAL YARD SALE 385 OAK 
HILL CIRCLE COVINGTON, GA 30016
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
FRI APRIL 16, 2021 & SAT APRIL 17, 
2021 STARTING @ 8:00AM - UNTIL

NEIGHBORHOOD YARD Sale. 
Saturday  April 17 from 8-3. Avery Place 
Subdivision off Hwy 162 near County 
Line. Lots of stuff. Look for balloons.

Jobs

Help Wanted

2 POSITIONS:  Front Office Assistant 
and Wellness Therapy Assistant 
at a Wellness clinic in Rutledge, 
GA.  Both positions Part-time.  
Please send resume to ofice@
btwclinic.org. Come grow with us!

law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

DEBRA GRIFFITH
875 FLAT Rock Rd
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200085
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of MARTHA SUMMER ENGLE 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

LYNN NAY Alexander
3209 14TH Ave
PHENIX CITY, AL 36867

PUBLIC NOTICE #200091
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the debtors 
and creditors of the Estate of MARY 
FRANCES DUNCAN deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to 
law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

AIMEE OLIVIA Futch
170 HUNTER Keep
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200088
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of PATRICK WAYNE BOSTICK 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

DENISE BOSTIC
30 MAPLE Trace
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200084
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
ROBERT L. PLOTT deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to 
law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

WILLIAM D. Compton
100 DOGWOOD Lane
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200092
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of ROGER LEE CANNON deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 24th  day of March, 2021.

NED CANNON
P.O. BOX 3421
CLEVELAND, GA 30528

PUBLIC NOTICE #200159
4/4,11,18,25

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
SANDRA HELEN HICKS  deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 6th  day of April, 2021.

WALDROP & BOOTCHECK
P.O. BOX 1017
CONYERS, GA 30012

PUBLIC NOTICE #200182
4/11,18,25-5/2

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of SONYA SIMONE HARPER 
JOHNSON deceased, late of Newton 
County, Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 11th  day of March, 2021.

DERWIN BRYAN Davis
973 GREEN Street, SE
CONYERS, GEORGIA 30012

PUBLIC NOTICE #200074
3/21,28-4/4,11

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
SYBIL SMITH GIBBS deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to 
law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

HERMAN GIBBS, III
11134 HWY 278 East
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200093
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of THOMAS PACE KENERLY 

CREDITORS

ALL CREDITORS of the estate 
of JOHN WILLIAM HANEY III, 
deceased, a resident of Newton 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified 
to render in their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
THIS 29’” day of March, 2021.

JOHN KEVIN Haney
EXECUTOR OF the
ESTATE OF John William Haney, III
C/O MICHELLE Chaudhuri, Esq. 
Talley & Associates, P.C.
1892 GA. Hwy 138, SE Conyers, GA  
30013 (770) 483-1431

PUBLIC NOTICE #200142
4/4,11,18,25

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
BETTY JANE CORDELL deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 31st  day of March, 2021.

KELLIE S. HYERS
7106 GOLFSIDE CT. SE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200181
4/11,18,25-5/2

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of CATHERINE ROSEMARY 
GOMES deceased, late of Newton 
County, Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 31st  day of March, 2021.

ROBERT GOMES
125 FIVE OAKS DR
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200183
4/11,18,25-5/2

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of CLEO ALLEN FULLER deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

ALLEN FULLER 
544 STARSVILLE Rd
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200086
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
DOROTHY ANN BINION deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

BRANDY GOLPHIN
9236 SCARLETT Drive SW
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200089
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of IAN ANTHONY GAYLE deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

MARCIA GAYLE
30 ASTERIA Trail 
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200083
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JAMES MICHAEL PETTY, SR 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

DEBRA A. Petty
20 PATRICK Court 
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200087
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
JOHN MILO ESTES deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to 
law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

CAROLYN B. ESTES
135 DEARING Woods Way
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200090
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
MARGEARET LOUISE JOHNSON 
MCGIBONEY deceased, late of 
Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands and/
or make payments to the undersigned 
estate representative according to 

COURT
1132 USHER STREET- RM 148
COVINGTON, GA.30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200058
4/4,11,18,25

THE PETITION of 	 Addie Jo 
White	 widow of	 Curtis White 	
, deceased, for Twelve Month’s 
Support for having been duly filed, all 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing and filed with this 
Court on or before May 3, 2021, at 
ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE By: 
Marcia Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET- RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014-2435

PUBLIC NOTICE#200156
4/4,11,18,25

THE PETITION of 	 Brenda 
C. Maughan 	 widow of 	
Tomm v Maughan 	 , deceased, 
for Twelve Month’s Support for having 
been duly filed, all interested parties 
are
HEREBY NOTIFIED to show cause 
why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections must be in
WRITING AND filed with this Court 
on or before May 3, 2021, at ten 

Public Notices

Bids
THE CITY of Covington is seeking 
bids for the purchase of one (1) 
Compact Mini Excavator as specified 
in exhibit “A” of the bid packet
SEALED BIDS must be delivered 
to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street NW, 
Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott 
Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Wednesday, April 21, 2021. 
REQUEST FOR Bids and additional 
information may be obtained by 
accessing the request for proposals 
on the City’s website at https://
www.cityofcovington.org/index.
php?section=business-opportunities

THE CITY of Covington reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids

PUBLIC NOTICE #200175
4/11,18

THE CITY of Covington is seeking 
bids for the purchase of one (1) 
Trailer mounted brush chipper as 
specified in exhibit “A” of the bid 
packet

SEALED BIDS must be delivered 
to City Hall, 2194 Emory Street NW, 
Covington, GA 30014, Attn: Scott 
Cromer no later than 10:00am on 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021. 

REQUEST FOR Bids and additional 
information may be obtained by 
accessing the request for proposals 
on the City’s website at https://
www.cityofcovington.org/index.
php?section=business-opportunities

THE CITY of Covington reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids

PUBLIC NOTICE #200149
4/4,11

Citations
CITATION

BRENDA BAFFORD has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of JAMES KAY WELLHAM, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before MAY 3, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET- RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200154
4/4,11,18,25

CITATION

BRENDA WOOTEN has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of ORA LEE KING , deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers containded in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. All 
objection must be in writing, and filed 
with this Court on or before MAY 3, 
2021, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, Clerk Probate 
Court Newton County, Georgia
NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT

1132 USHER STREET-RM 148
COVINGTON, GA.30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200059
4/4,11,18,25

CITATION

BRIAN BYARS has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of JAMES ALAN MORRIS, 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers containded 
in O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 

CLASSIFIEDS & LEGALS
B2 Saturday-Sunday, April 10-11, 2021

Classifieds

Legals

 See LEGALS, B3

We don’t  knowingly accept 
advertisements that discriminate, 
or intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not  bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national  origin, handicap or 
familial status.

DRIVERS

 CWS – Owner Operators CDL 
Class A. 1 year driving experience. 
Dedicated round trips paid weekly 
paid per mile, regular home time. 
Call 1-800-832-7036 ext. 1626

EDUCATION /Career Training

Medical Billing and Coding 
Training. New Students Only.  
Call and Press 1. 100% Online 
courses. Financial Aid Available 
for those who qualify. Call 833-
628-2698.

HEALTHCARE

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? 
Denied benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history need-
ed. Call to start your application 
or appeal today!  877-627-2704   
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]  

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one 
FREE! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% 
less than competitors. Nearly 
invisible! 45-day money back 
guarantee! 866-395-1310

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+ filed for SSD 
and denied, our attorneys can 
help you get approved! No money 
out of pockets! Call 1-855-513-
8730.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
may be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 888-670-
0481.

ATTENTION; Oxygen users! Gain 
Freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices! Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 844-923-
2359.

Attention Oxygen Users: THE 
NEW INOGEN ONEG5. 1-6 
flow settins. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight. Get a Free Info Kit 
today: 855-968-2718.

Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or 
Mobility Issues on the Stairs? 
**STOP STRUGGLING** Give 
Your Life A Lift! An Acorn Stairlift is 
a perfect solution! A BBB Rating. 
Call now for $250 OFF your pur-
chase. FREE DVD & brochure. 
855-200-4205.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
Easy, One Day updates! We spe-
cialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. 
Call for a free in-home consulta-
tion: 866-286-5461.

Call Empire Today to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-866-971-9196.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who qualify. 
PLUS Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-735-0477.

MISCELLANEOUS 

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free 
Diagnosis by Geeks On Site! 
Virus removal, data recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY $20 off any service 
with coupon 42522!  Restrictions 
apply 844-739-4842.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Great Fresh Start or Forgiveness 
Call 1-855-558-2664. Monday – 
Friday 7AM - 5PM PST.

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an 
AUTO ACCIDENT?  Let us fight 
for you! Our network has recov-
ered millions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 855-399-
5797

INVENTORS – FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 1-844-
656-1522 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation.

Cash for Cars! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled—It doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! 
833-882-3437.

Donate your car to charity. 
Receive the maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Running 
or not! All Conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details 866-
994-1146.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Threatened with 
FORECLOSURE?  CALL the 
homeowners Relief Line Now for 
Help! 855-596-0109.

PROBLEM CREDIT REPORT? 
Lexington Law helps work  to 
challenge inaccurate negative 
items including; Identity theft, col-
lections, late payments, liens, and 
more from your credit report. Call 
for a free consultation 877-250-
3937

TV/INTERNET 

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 FOR 
190 channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call 
today! 1-866-369-1468.

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch to DIRECTV & Save + 
get a $100 visa gift card! Get 
more channels for less money. 
Restrictions apply. Call now 844-
973-0639.

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low as $49.95/month.(for the first 
3 months) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-844-510-9951.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation!
Call 855-808-6843.

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply.  
Promo Expires 7/21/21. 1-877-
740-8994.

DIRECTV – Every live football 
game, every Sunday – any-
where – on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS- 
1-888-505-3785

AT& T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12 –mo. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get more for your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask 
us how to bundle and save! Geo 
& svc restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-888-581-6815

cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before MAY 3,, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELAINIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK PROBATE 
COURT NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200060
4/4,11,18,25

CITATION

JAMES M. COLEMAN has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of SHARON ELAINE 
COLEMAN , deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
containded in O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objection 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before MAY 3, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia
NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 

o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE By: 
Marcia Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET- RM 148
COVINGTON, GA 30014-2435

PUBLIC NOTICE #200155
4/4,11,18,25

Debtors Creditors
NOTICE TO DEBTORS 

AND CREDITORS

ALL CREDITORS of the Estate 
of Gregory David Rowe, late 
of Newton County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the 
undersigned according to law; and 
all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate 
payment.

THIS 25TH day of March, 2021
MEGAN MASSEY Kittrell, 
Administrator

DEBRA ROBINSON Law Group, 
P.C
11030 JONES Bridge Rd, Ste 208
JOHNS CREEK, Ga

PUBLIC NOTICE #200144
4/4,11,18,25

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CITY OF OXFORD 
POSITION AVAILABLE: 

Public Works and 
Utilities Maintenance 

Worker I 
The City of Oxford is accepting applications for the position of Public Works and Utilities 
Maintenance Worker I. 

Minimum Qualifications:
• Lineman certification preferred. If no Lineman certification upon employment, 
employee may be expected to earn the certification within a reasonable period of time.

• Possession of a valid driver’s license issued by the State of Georgia, with a 3-year 
clean record. CDL preferred; if no CDL upon employment, employee may be expected 
to qualify for CDL within a reasonable period of time.

• Must have a valid driver’s license issued by the State of Georgia, with a 3-year 
clean record.

Top candidates will possess the following knowledge, skills, and abilities at a 
minimum:
• Knowledge of the methods and practices involved in the design, operation, construction, 
maintenance, and repair of electrical utilities and water distribution systems.

• Knowledge of water distribution operations.

• Knowledge of municipal electrical distribution system operations and practices.

• Knowledge of safety regulations related to utilities systems.

• Skill in using a variety of hand and power tools and heavy equipment.

The city requires a pre-employment drug screen, background investigation, and a 
3-year Motor Vehicle Report. Entry salary for this position is $28,027.24. Actual salary 
will be determined based on qualifications and experience. 

For a complete list of job responsibilities and application, visit our website at https://
www.oxfordgeorgia.org/ or contact Jody Reid at jreid@oxfordgeorgia.org. 

Completed job applications may be dropped off in person or mailed to: 

Oxford City Hall 
Attn: Jody Reid 
110 West Clark Street 
Oxford, GA  30054 

Resumes submitted without completed applications will not be considered. Applications 
will be accepted through Monday, May 3, 2021. The City of Oxford is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

HELP WANTED general 
laborers and welders 
apply at the main office 
at 2245 Bethel Church 
Road Monticello Ga 31064



DECEASED, LATE of Newton 
County, Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 25th  day of March, 2021.

DEWEY KENERLY
4317 W. SPARROW SPRINGS 
LOOP, APT 101
BARTLETT, TN 38135

PUBLIC NOTICE #200158
4/4,11,18,25

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of THURMAN EUGENE HANE 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 1st  day of April, 2021.

PENNY HANE
1753 HIGHWAY 213
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200184
4/11,18,25-5/2

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of WILLIAM B. WATSON, JR. 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 24h  day of March, 2021.

SHIRLEY D. WATSON
641 MAGNET RD
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200160
4/4,11,18,25

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of WILLIAM OSCAR TAYLOR 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 24th  day of March, 2021.

BEVERLY R. TAYLOR
1346 HENDERSON MILL RD
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200157
4/4,11,18,25

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
WINCELL S. JOHNSON deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 15th  day of March, 2021.

SHARON JOHNSON
P.O. BOX 123
NEWBORN, GA 30056

PUBLIC NOTICE #200082
3/28-4/4,11,18

NOTICE TO Debtors and Creditors
ALL CREDITORS of the estate 
of  DENNIS WILLIAM SMITH late 
of Newton County, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment.

THIS 2ND day of March, 2021
NAME: ANDREW J. SMITH
TITLE: EXECUTOR
ADDRESS: 3400 BRANDYWINE 
DRIVE, 
CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA  23321

PUBLIC NOTICE #200018
3/21,28-4/4,11

Divorces
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 

OF NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

LATOYA SALMON
PLAINTIFF,
-VS-
RICARDO SALMON
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION No.: 2021-CV-449-1

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: RICARDO SALMON
431 KIRKLAND RD
COVINGTON, GA 30016
 
BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated MARCH 11 2021 
you are hereby notified that on FEB 
26,  2021(date of filing) LATOYA 
SALMON (plaintiff)  filed suit against 
you for Divorce . You are required to 
file an answer in writing within sixty 
(60) days of the date of the order 
for publication with the clerk of the 
Superior Court of Newton County 
and to serve a copy of the answer 
upon the plaintiff (if pro se) or upon 
the plaintiff’s attorney (if represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable JEFFREY 
L. FOSTER Judge Superior Court of 
Newton County.

THIS, THE 11th day of MARCH 2021.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior Court

PUBLIC NOTICE #200072
3/21,28-4/4,11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GERORGIA

LORRONDA WILLIAMS
PLAINTIFF 
V.
JAMES WILLIAMS
DEFENDANT

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
2020-CV-2503-5

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO: JAMES WILLIAMS
154 FALCON Crest Trl
JONESBORO, GA 30238

BY ORDER of the court for service 

by publication dated MARCH 8  
2021you are hereby notified that on 
12/10/2020 (date of filing) Lorronda 
Williams (plaintiff)  filed suit against 
you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable W. 
Kendall Wynne, JR Judge Superior 
Court of Newton County.

THIS, THE 8th  day of MARCH 2021.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior

PUBLIC NOTICE #200061
3/21,28-4/4,11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GERORGIA

RICHARD ALLEN WILLIAMS
PLAINTIFF,
V.
CHAUVET BYTOHINE
DEFENDANT,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
2021-CV-423-Z

NOTICE OF SUMMONS- SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated MARCH 3, 
2021 you are hereby notified that on 
2/24/2021 (date of filing) RICHARD 
ALLEN WILLIAMS (plaintiff)  filed 
suit against you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable JOHN 
M. OTT, Judge Superior Court of 
Newton County.

THIS, THE 3rd day of MARCH 2021
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior

PUBLIC NOTICE #200062
3/21,28-4/4,11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

 STATE OF GERORGIA

MARIA L. RIVERA
PLAINTIFF,
V.
LOIS RIVERA-ROSCRIO
DEFENDANT,

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
2021-CV-4559-2

NOTICE OF SUMMONS- SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION

BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated MARCH 24, 
2021 you are hereby notified that on 
03/15/2021 (date of filing) MARIA L. 
RIVERA  (plaintiff)  filed suit against 
you for Divorce . You are required to 
file an answer in writing within sixty 
(60) days of the date of the order 
for publication with the clerk of the 
Superior Court of Newton County 
and to serve a copy of the answer 
upon the plaintiff (if pro se) or upon 
the plaintiff’s attorney (if represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable JOHN 
M. OTT, Judge Superior Court of 
Newton County.

THIS, THE 24th day of MARCH 2021
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior

PUBLIC NOTICE #200146
4/4,11,18,25

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

 STATE OF GERORGIA

VICTOR LAWRENCE
PLAINTIFF,
V.
JENNIFER JOSEPH BECKLES
DEFENDANT,

TO: JENNIFER JOSEPH BECKLES
80 CINNAMON FERN CIR
COVINGTON, GA 30016

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
2021-CV-660-3

NOTICE OF  PUBLICATION

BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated MARCH 29, 
2021 you are hereby notified that on 
03/24/2021 (date of filing) VICTOR 
LAWRENCE (plaintiff)  filed suit 
against you for Complaint For Divorce 
. You are required to file an answer in 
writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable LAYLA 
H. ZON , Judge Superior Court of 
Newton County.

THIS, THE 30th day of MARCH 2021
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior

PUBLIC NOTICE #200165
4/11,18,25-5/2

Foreclosures
NOTICE OF Sale Under Power

  
GEORGIA, NEWTON County
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Deed to Secure 
Debt given by Courtney Burrell to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (“MERS”) as nominee 
for Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., 
dated April 27, 2006, and recorded 
in Deed Book 2176, Page 577, 
Newton County, Georgia records, 
and re-recorded at Deed Book 2942, 
Page 162, Newton County, Georgia 
records; and as last transferred to 
The Bank of New York Mellon as 
Trustee for the Certificate holders 
of CWABS, Inc. Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2006-8, by 
Assignment recorded in Deed Book 
2918, Page 289, Newton County, 
Georgia records, conveying the after-
described property to secure a Note 
of even date in the original principal 

CLUES ACROSS
1. Pituitary hormone (abbr.)
 4. Ceramic jars
 9. Monetary units
14. Alias
15. “Superman” actor
16. Britonic tribe
17. Shorten
18. LA Dodgers manager
20. Hoarded
22. Theatrically portray
23. Noah’s grandson
24. Dependent
28. Peyton’s little brother
29. Cools the house
30. Principle part of
31. Type of wrap
33. Peels
37. Commercial
38. Make an attempt
39. Arrange in steps
41. U. Utah athlete
42. Old English
43. Trade
44. Nostrils
46. Ticket seller __Hub
49. Of I
50. Institute legal proceedings 
against
51. Takes apart
55. Doorway
58. Long int’l river
59. Trailblazing athlete Gibson
60. Former CBS News host
64. Sign language
65. Badgerlike mammal
66. Thin strips of wood
67. Brooklyn hoopster
68. Portents of good or evil
69. Footwear
70. When you think you’ll arrive

CLUES DOWN
 1. Batflower genus
 2. Predatory seabirds
 3. Fish farm
 4. Arrangements
 5. Go in advance of others
 6. Bulgarian monetary unit
 7. “__ Maria”
 8. W. African ethnoreligious 
group
 9. Wild Asian oxen genus

10. Vinegary
11. To this
12. Explosive
13. Female sibling
19. Orlando museum (abbr.)
21. Type of hoop
24. About Holy Father
25. Academic environment
26. Extremely angry
27. Surrenders
31. Swiss mountain pass
32. Sharp mountain ridge
34. Erases
35. Spielberg’s alien
36. Absurd
40. Dorm worker
41. Used to make pesticides

45. The sister of your father or 
mother
47. A way to let know
48. Can’t produce much vege-
tation
52. Small streams
53. Folk singer DiFranco
54. Weights
56. Start over
57. Black Sea resort city
59. Wimbledon champ
60. Corporate executive (abbr.)
61. Unskilled actor who overacts
62. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
63. Of or relating to ears
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LEGALS:
Continued from B2

amount of $171,750.00, with interest 
at the rate specified therein, there 
will be sold by the undersigned at 
public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the Courthouse door 
of Newton County, Georgia, within 
the legal hours of sale on the first 
Tuesday in May, 2021, to wit:  May 
4, 2021, the following described 
property: All that tract or parcel of 
land lying and being in Land Lot 40 
of the 10th District of Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lot 59 of Glen Echo 
Subdivision, Phase One, as per plat 
recorded in Plat Book 42, Pages 195-
198 (more particularly described in 
Page 197), Newton County, Georgia 
records, which plat is incorporated 
herein by reference and made a part 
hereof.
THE DEBT secured by said Deed to 
Secure Debt has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Deed to 
Secure Debt.  The debt remaining 
in default, this sale will be made for 
the purpose of paying the same and 
all expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Deed to Secure Debt and by 
law, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
SAID PROPERTY is commonly 
known as 40 Glen Echo Drive,  
Covington, GA  30016, together with 
all fixtures and personal property 
attached to and constituting a part of 
said property.  To the best knowledge 
and belief of the undersigned, the 
party (or parties) in possession 
of the subject property is (are): 
Courtney Burrell or tenant or tenants.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to (a) any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), (b) any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, and 
(c) all matters of record superior to 
the Deed to Secure Debt first set out 
above, including, but not limited to, 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, easements, 
restrictions, covenants, etc.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
to (1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; (2) O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-
172.1; and (3) final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the security deed.
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. Section 
9-13-172.1, which allows for certain 
procedures regarding the rescission 
of judicial and nonjudicial sales 
in the State of Georgia, the Deed 
Under Power and other foreclosure 
documents may not be provided until 
final confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan as provided in the 
preceding paragraph.
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. Section 
44-14-162.2, the entity that has full 
authority to negotiate, amend and 
modify all terms of the mortgage with 
the debtor is:
SELECT PORTFOLIO Servicing, 
Inc.
ATTENTION:  LOSS Mitigation 
Department
3217 S. Decker Lake Drive 
SALT LAKE City, Utah 84119
1-888-818-6032
THE FOREGOING notwithstanding, 
nothing in OC.G.A. Section 44-14-
162.2 shall be construed to require 
the secured creditor to negotiate, 
amend or modify the terms of the 
Deed to Secure Debt described 
herein.
THIS SALE is conducted on behalf 
of the secured creditor under 
the power of sale granted in the 
aforementioned security instrument, 
specifically being
THE BANK of New York Mellon 
as Trustee for CWABS, Inc. Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series 2006-8
AS ATTORNEY in fact for
COURTNEY BURRELL
RICHARD B. Maner, P.C.
180 INTERSTATE N Parkway, Suite 
200
ATLANTA, GA  30339
404.252.6385
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 

BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
FC21-023
 
PUBLIC NOTICE #200141
4/4,11,18,25-5/2

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Lisa Perdomo to Bank of 
America, N.A., dated December 11, 
2006, recorded in Deed Book 2345, 
Page 403, Newton County, Georgia 
Records, as last transferred to U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association, 
not in it’s individual capacity but 
solely as owner trustee for Legacy 
Mortgage Asset Trust 2019-GS1 by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 
3901, Page 15, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a 
Note in the original principal amount 
of SIXTY-EIGHT THOUSAND AND 
0/100 DOLLARS ($68,000.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash before the 
courthouse door of Newton County, 
Georgia, or at such place as may be 
lawfully designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on 
the first Tuesday in May, 2021, the 
following described property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF

THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).

SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
	
U.S. BANK Trust National 
Association, not in its individual 
capacity but solely as owner trustee 
for Legacy Mortgage Asset Trust 
2019-GS1 is the holder of the 
Security Deed to the property in 
accordance with OCGA § 44-14-
162.2.
	
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage with the 
debtor is: Select Portfolio Servicing, 
3217 S. Decker Lake Dr., Salt Lake 
City, UT  84119, 888-818-6032.  

TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Lisa 
Perdomo or a tenant or tenants and 
said property is more commonly 
known as 237 Oxford Road, Oxford, 
Georgia  30054.

THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.

U.S. BANK Trust National 
Association, not in its individual 
capacity but solely as owner trustee 
for Legacy Mortgage Asset Trust 
2019-GS1
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
LISA PERDOMO

MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 

LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND LYING AND BEING 
IN LAND LOT 289 OF THE 9TH 
DISTRICT, NEWTON COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, BEING LOT 3, OXFORD 
ROAD SUBDIVISION. AS PER 
PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 12, PAGE 20, NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA RECORDS, 
WHICH RECORDED PLAT IS 
INCORPORATED HEREIN BY THIS 
REFERENCE AND MADE A PART 
OF THIS DESCRIPTION. SAID 
PROPERTY BEING KNOWN AS 
237 OXFORD ROAD ACCORDING 
TO THE PRESENT SYSTEM 
OF NUMBERING HOUSES IN 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA.
 
MR/CA     5/4/21
OUR FILE no. 5572619 - FT1

PUBLIC NOTICE #200153
4/4,11,18,25

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security 
Deed given by Frank  R. Foster 
and Carmen M.  Foster to Newton 
Federal Bank, dated November 
29, 2006, recorded in Deed Book 
2333, Page 561, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, as last transferred 
to HVRML Trust 2019-1 by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 
3927, Page 390, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure 
a Note in the original principal 
amount of ONE HUNDRED NINE 
THOUSAND AND 0/100 DOLLARS 
($109,000.00), with interest thereon 
as set forth therein, there will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse 
door of Newton County, Georgia, 
or at such place as may be lawfully 
designated as an alternative, within 
the legal hours of sale on the first 
Tuesday in May, 2021, the following 
described property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
HVRML TRUST 2019-1 is the holder 
of the Security Deed to the property 
in accordance with OCGA § 44-14-
162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage with the 
debtor is: BSI Financial Services, 
11350 McCormick Road, EP II, Ste 
903, Hunt Valley, MD  21031, 866-
581-4495.  
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Frank  
R. Foster and Carmen M.  Foster or 
a tenant or tenants and said property 
is more commonly known as 1275 
Mote Road, Covington, Georgia  
30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 

(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
HVRML TRUST 2019-1
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
FRANK  R. Foster and Carmen M.  
Foster
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in the 10th Land 
District of Newton County, Georgia, 
and being all of Lots 14 and 15 and 
part of Lots 16, 17 and 18, Block 
A, of Spring Hill Acres, as shown 
on plat of survey of same prepared 
by George W. O§Neill, R.S., dated 
May 22, 1964, and recorded in Plat 
Book 3, Page 224, in the Office of 
the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County, Georgia, which plat 
is incorporated herein by reference 
thereto, and being more particularly 
described as follows: 
COMMENCE AT the intersection of 
the northeastern right-of-way line of 
Mote Road with the southeastern 
right-of-way line of Mote Circle; 
thence in a northeasterly direction 
along the southeastern right-of-way 
line of Mote Circle 480 feet; thence 
South 0 degrees 21 minutes East 
120.3 feet; thence South 67 degrees 
56 minutes East 137.89 feet; thence 
North 75 degrees 59 minutes 
East 309.07 feet; thence South 05 
degrees 07 minutes West 396 feet; 
thence in a northwesterly direction 
along the northeastern line of 
property now or formerly of Cooksey 
and Eubanks 400 feet, more or less, 
to the southeastern boundary line of 
Lot 15, said subdivision; thence in a 
southwesterly direction a distance 
of 200 feet along the southeastern 
property line of Lot 15 to its 
intersection with the northeastern 
right-of-way line of Mote Road; 
thence in a northwesterly direction 
along the northeastern right-of-way 
line of Mote Road a distance of 476 
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
LESS AND EXCEPT, HOWEVER, 
the following described property to 
wit:  All that tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lot 35 of the 
10th Land District, Newton County, 
Georgia, and being all of Lot 14 and 
part of Lot 18 of Block A of Spring 
Hill Acres Subdivision, and being 
shown on plat of survey for Carla 
Foster dated 9/17/94 prepared by 
John Elwin Knight, Georgia R.L.S. 
#1945, which plat is incorporated 
herein by reference thereto for a 
more complete description, and 
being more particularly described as 
follows: 
BEGINNING AT the intersection of 
the southeasterly right-of-way of 
Mote Circle (40-foot right-of-way) 
with the northeasterly right-of-way 
of Mote Road (40-foot right-of-way) 
at an iron pin set; thence run North 
56 degrees 04 minutes 5 seconds 
East a distance of 342.00 feet to an 
iron pin found on the southeasterly 
right-of-way of Mote Circle; thence 
run North 56 degrees 28 minutes 41 
seconds East a distance of 135.09 
feet along the southeasterly right-
of-way of Mote Circle to an iron pin 
found; thence run South 00 degrees 
21 minutes 00 seconds East 119.98 
feet to an iron pin found; thence 
run South 35 degrees 47 minutes 
04 seconds West a distance of 
329.00 feet to an iron pin set on 
the northeasterly right-of-way Mote 
Road; thence run North 59 degrees 
20 minutes 31 seconds West along 
the northeasterly right-of-way of Mote 
Road a distance of 238.00 feet to its 
intersection with the southeasterly 
right-of-way of Mote Circle and the 
POINT OF BEGINNING. 
MR/CA     5/4/21
OUR FILE no. 5410119 - FT17

PUBLIC NOTICE #200143
4/4,11,18,25

 See LEGALS, B4
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STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF NEWTON

NOTICE OF SALE 
UNDER POWER

PURSUANT TO the power of sale 
contained in the Security Deed 
executed by MICHELLE FENCH 
to UNION PLANTERS BANK, N.A. 
in the original principal amount 
of $106,074.00 dated May 22, 
2003 and recorded in Deed Book 
1445, Page 378, Newton County 
records, said Security Deed being 
last transferred to NEWREZ LLC 
D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING in Deed Book 4146, 
Page 657, Newton County records, 
the undersigned will sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash, 
before the Courthouse door in said 
County, or at such other place as 
lawfully designated, within the legal 
hours of sale, on May 04, 2021, the 
property in said Security Deed and 
described as follows:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 66, 8TH DISTRICT, NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, AND BEING 
SHOWN AS LOT 67, CYPRESS 
POINT, UNIT THREE, ON A PLAT 
OF SURVEY OF SAME RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 36, PAGE 162, 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, WHICH PLAT 
IS BY REFERENCE THERETO 
INCORPORATED HEREIN AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF FOR 
A MORE PARTICULAR AND 
COMPLETE DESCRIPTION.
SAID PROPERTY being known as: 
165 BRIGHTON DR, COVINGTON, 
GA 30016
TO THE best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge, the party or parties in 
possession of said property is/are 
MICHELLE FENCH or tenant(s).
THE DEBT secured by said 
Security Deed has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
because of, among other possible 
events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as provided for in the 
Note and said Security Deed. The 
debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expenses of 
sale, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to the following: (1) any outstanding 
ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, whether or not yet 
due and payable); (2) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority; 
(3) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property; 
and (4) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
SAID SALE will be conducted subject 
to the following: (1) confirmation that 
the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed.
THE NAME, address, and telephone 
number of the individual or entity 
who has full authority to negotiate, 
amend, and modify all terms of the 
mortgage is as follows:
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
Servicing 75 Beattie Place, Suite 300 
Greenville , SC 29601 866-825-2174
NOTE THAT pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
§ 44-14-162.2, the above individual 
or entity is not required by law to 
negotiate, amend, or modify the 
terms of the mortgage.
THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE SERVICING, as 
Attorney-in-Fact for MICHELLE 
FENCH
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, 
Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC 
10700 Abbott’s Bridge Road Suite 
170 Duluth, GA 30097 Phone: 
470.321.7112
FIRM FILE No. 20-038565 - AmE

PUBLIC NOTICE #200147
4/4,11,18,25

Juvenile Court
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
L.T.	 SEX:  FEMALE	
DOB:  07/13/2006	 Case #107-
21J-0120
A CHILD Under 18 Years of Age

SUMMONS AND PROCESS

TO:	 SHAMIKA E. Terrell, 
Mother

YOU ARE hereby notified that an 
Order for Temporary Alternatives 
to Foster Care in Accordance 
to O.C.G.A. §15-11-133.1 was 
entered in the Juvenile Court of 
Newton County on March 25, 2021, 
requesting that custody of the 
minor child shall be granted to Erica 
Hunter, as a temporary alternative to 
foster care.  
YOU ARE hereby commanded, 
personally or by attorney, to be 
and appear at the Newton County 
Juvenile Court, 1132 Usher Street, 
NW, Covington, Georgia  30014, 
for a Preliminary Protective hearing 
to be held on the 3rd day of June, 
2021, at 11:00 a.m., then and 
there to answer why the prayers for 
relief as set forth in the Order for 
Temporary Alternatives to Foster 
Care in Accordance to O.C.G.A. §15-
11-133.1, should not be granted.
A COPY of said Order for Temporary 
Alternatives to Foster Care in 
Accordance to O.C.G.A. §15-11.133.1 
can be obtained from the Clerk of the 
Newton County Juvenile Court, at 
the aforementioned address.

READ CAREFULLY

THIS IS a very serious matter. This 
Summons requires you to be present 
at a formal hearing in the Juvenile 
Court.
THE CHILD or children and other 
parties involved may be represented 
by a lawyer at all stages of these 
proceedings.
IF YOU want a lawyer, you may 
choose to hire your own lawyer.  If 
you want to hire a lawyer, please 
contact your lawyer immediately.
IF YOU want a lawyer but are not 
able to hire a lawyer without undue 

financial hardship, you may ask for a 
lawyer to be appointed to represent 
you.  The Court would inquire into 
your financial circumstances and if 
the Court finds you to be financially 
unable to hire a lawyer, then a lawyer 
will be appointed to represent you.  
Please contact immediately the 
Newton County Juvenile Court at 
770-784-2060 if you wish to request 
a lawyer to be appointed to represent 
you. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE 
DAY OF COURT TO REQUEST AN 
ATTORNEY.
WHETHER OR not you decide to 
hire an attorney, you have the right 
to attend the hearing of your case, 
to call witnesses on your behalf, and 
to question those witnesses brought 
against you.
WITNESS THE Hon. Hillary Edgar, 
Associate Judge of said Court, this 
31st day of March, 2021.

/S/ JANELL Gaines			 
				  
Clerk, Newton County Juvenile Court

PUBLIC NOTICE #200166
4/11,18,24-5/2

Name Changes
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of 
Child(ren):  
ISABELLA JAYLENNE 
BUENROSTRO ESCOBER

MARIA F. BUENROSTRO SOTO
PETITIONER,
VS.

FERNANDO ESCOBAR
RESPONDENT.
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 2021-CV-
532-1

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF CHILD

MARIA F. BUENROSTRO SOTO 
filed a petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on MARCH 9, 2021, 
to change the name of the following 
minor child
FROM: ISABELLA JAYLENNE 
BUENROSTRO ESCOBAR to 
ISABELLA JAYLENNE ESCOBAR 
BUENROSTRO
ANY INTERESTED party has the 
right to appear in this case and file 
objections within the time prescribed 
in O.C.G.A. §§ 19-12-1(f)(2) and (3).

PUBLIC NOTICE #200073
3/21,28-4,4,11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of:
FELICIA YVETTE WILSON

CIVIL ACTION Case Number
2021-CV-481-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME OF ADULT

FELICIA YVETTE WILSON, filed 
a petition in the NEWTON County 
Superior Court on MARCH 2ND, 
2021  to change name from 
FELICIA YVETTE WILSON  to 
FELICIA YVETTE ROBINSON
ANY INTERESTED party has the 
right to appear in this case and file 
objections within 30 days after the 
Petition was filed.

FELICIA YVETTE WILSON
50 MAGNOLIA WALK
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200063
3/21,28-4/4,11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

 STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name change of 
Child(ren):
JAYDYN MIKAYLA GAY

TERESA S. TURNER
PETITIONER
V.
AMANDA DEANNE WARREN
SHAWN MICHAEL GAY
RESPONDENT.

CIVIL ACTION Number
2021-CV-663-2

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME(S) 

OF CHILD(REN)

TERESA S. TURNER  filed a 
petition in the Newton County 
Superior Court on March 24th, 
2021 to change the name(s) of the 
following minor child(ren)
FROM: JAYDYN MIKAYLA GAY to: 
JAYDYN MIKAYLA GAY TURNER
ANY INTERESTED party has the 
right to appear in this case and file 
objections within the time prescribed 
in O.C.G.A 19-12-1(F)(2) and (3)

TERESA S. Turner
470 BETHANY Road
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200145
4/4,11,18,25

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: XAVIER DEMARCO 
THURMAN
PETITIONER

CIVIL ACTION File No.2021-
CV-643-1

NOTICE OF Petition To Change 
Name of Adult

XAVIER DEMARCO THURMAN 
filed a petition in the Newton 
County Superior Court on March 
22, 2021 to change the name from 
XAVIER DEMARCO THURMAN 
to XAVIER DEMARCO ZACHARY 
Any interested party has the right to 
appear in this case and file objection 
within 30 days after the Petition was 

filed.
DATE: 3-23-2021

MARIO S. Ninfo
ATTORNEY FOR Petitioner
1198 CLARK Street, NW
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200124
3/28-4/4,11,18

Public Notice
ADMINISTRATIVE USE PERMIT 

GEORGIA, NEWTON County

AN ADMINISTRATIVE USE 
PERMIT (AUP21-000001) HAS 
BEEN FILED WITH THE BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS ON THE 
PROPERTY BELONGING TO:
SOUSA DUCICLANE LIMA DE 
& SILVANA CARINA COLLAZO 
MUNIZ
WHOSE SUBJECT PROPERTY 
ADDRESS/LOCATION IS 279 
FLAT ROCK RD CONTAINING 
APPROXIMATELY 1.4 ACRES 
BEING ON TAX MAP 79 PARCEL 
055. 
APPLICANT IS REQUESTING AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE USE PERMIT TO 
OPERATE A PLACE OF WORSHIP. 
SEC 510-480
A PUBLIC HEARING WILL 
BE HELD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ON THE:
27TH  DAY OF APRIL, 2021 AT 
7:00PM
THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD 
IN THE NEWTON COUNTY 
HISTORIC COURTHOUSE, 3rd 
FLOOR BOARDROOM. THOSE 
HAVING CONCERNS ABOUT THIS 
PETITION SHOULD ATTEND THE 
MEETINGS.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200168
4/11

AVISO PÚBLICO de audiencia 
pública y solicitud de 

comentarios públicos sobre el
PLAN DE Acción Anual propuesto 
por el Estado de Georgia para el 
año fiscal 2021, el quarto año del 

Plan Consolidado 2018-2022

EL ESTADO de Georgia organizará 
una audiencia pública y un seminario 
web para presentar su Plan de 
Acción propuesto para el año fiscal 
2021, el quarto de cinco años del 
Plan Consolido 2018-2022.
EL PLAN de Acción anual indica 
cómo los fondos anticipados 
recibidos del Departamento de 
Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano (HUD) 
de los EE. UU. Se implementarán 
desde el 1 de Julio del 2021 hasta 
el 30 de Junio del 2022 para los 
siguientes programas: Subsidio 
global para el desarrollo comunitario 
(CDBG), Asociaciones de inversión 
de HOME (HOME), la subvención 
para soluciones de emergencia 
(ESG), oportunidades de vivienda 
para personas con SIDA (HOPWA) 
y los programas del Fondo Nacional 
de Fideicomiso para la Vivienda 
(NHTF).
EL PLAN proporciona estrategias 
e inversiones de los recursos para 
abordar las necesidades de vivienda 
y desarrollo comunitario, las barreras 
a la vivienda justa y los peligros 
de la pintura a base de plomo. El 
Plan incluye todos los registros 
de participación de la ciudadanía/
consultas.
EL ESTADO de Georgia anima a 
todos sus residentes, sub-receptores 
y beneficiarios, agencias públicas 
y otras partes interesadas a asistir 
a esta audiencia pública y / o 
seminario web y enviar cualquier 
comentario por escrito a la agencia.
EL PERÍODO de comentarios 
públicos para el Plan está abierto 
desde el  1 de abril del  2021 hasta 
el 15 de mayo del 2021.
EL WEBINAR se llevará a cabo:
MIÉRCOLES, 28 de abril 2: 00-3: 
00 PM
PARA PARTICIPAR en el webinar 
envíe un correo electrónico a 
HUDPlanning@dca.ga.gov
LAS COPIAS del plan propuesto 
y los datos de apoyo se pueden 
descargar de forma gratuita aquí 
https://www.dca.ga.gov/node/4566 
Para solicitar copias impresas del 
plan propuesto o copias de los datos 
utilizados, por favor envíe un correo 
electrónico a HUDPlanning@dca.
ga.gov.
POR CORREO:
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT of 
Community Affairs, ATTN: Samanta 
Carvalho, Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs, 60 Executive 
Park South, Atlanta, Georgia 30329
POR CORREO electrónico: 
HUDPlanning@dca.ga.g
EL DCA está preparado para 
proporcionar servicios apropiados 
de idiomas para personas que no 
hablan inglés (LEP). Los intérpretes 
de español, chino, coreano y / o 
vietnamita pueden estar disponibles 
a su solicitud. Identifique los 
servicios de idiomas necesarios 10 
días antes de la audiencia pública, 
incluidos los idiomas en que se 
requieren dichos servicios.
LA TRADUCCIÓN del aviso y los 
servicios de interpretación para 
este evento están disponibles a su 
solicitud.
EL DCA cumple con el Título II de 
la Ley de Estadounidenses con 
Discapacidades de 1990 y la Ley 
de Rehabilitación de 1973. Las 
personas con discapacidades que 
puedan necesitar ayudas auxiliares 
o modificaciones especiales 
para participar en el proceso de 
comentarios públicos deben llamar 
al (404) 679-0567 o enviar un correo 
electrónico a HUDPlanning@dca.
ga.gov.
LAS PERSONAS que buscan 
adaptaciones razonables o con 
necesidades específicas de ADA 
deben enviar un correo electrónico 
a fairhousing@dca.ga.gov. Visite 
https://dca.ga.gov/fairhousing para 
obtener más información.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200173
4/11

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
GEORGIA, NEWTON County

A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
(CUP21-000001) HAS BEEN 
FILED WITH THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS ON THE 
PROPERTY BELONGING TO:
RAMOS MIGUEL RAMOS & AYALA 
MARBELLA
WHOSE SUBJECT PROPERTY 
ADDRESS/LOCATION IS 19 
POPLAR HILL RD CONTAINING 
APPROXIMATELY 45.06 ACRES 
BEING ON TAX MAP & PARCEL 

0104 003.
APPLICANT IS REQUESTING 
A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
TO ESTABLISH A SPECIAL 
EVENTS FACILITY IN THE A 
(AGRICULTURAL) ZONING 
DISTRICT
A PUBLIC HEARING WILL 
BE HELD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ON THE:
27TH DAY OF APRIL, 2021 AT 
7:00PM
A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE 
HEARD BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS ON THE:
18TH DAY OF MAY, 2021 AT 7:30 
PM
BOTH MEETINGS WILL BE 
HELD IN THE NEWTON COUNTY 
HISTORIC COURTHOUSE, 3RD 
FLOOR BOARDROOM. THOSE 
HAVING CONCERNS ABOUT THIS 
PETITION SHOULD ATTEND THE 
MEETINGS.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200169
4/11

EL DEPARTAMENTO de Asuntos 
Comunitarios de Georgia (DCA) 
anunció hoy que el programa de 
Vales de Elección de Vivienda 
(HCV), o el período de solicitud 
preliminar de la lista de espera de la 
Sección 8, estará abierto del 22 al 
26 de abril de 2021 a través de un 
sistema en línea.
EL PROGRAMA de vales 
proporciona un subsidio de 
alquiler para ayudar a las 
personas y familias de ingresos 
extremadamente bajos y bajos 
a alquilar viviendas seguras, 
decentes y asequibles en el 
mercado de alquiler privado en 
toda la jurisdicción del DCA de 149 
condados en Georgia. El subsidio 
se otorga a las familias elegibles 
que son seleccionadas de la lista 
de espera. La elegibilidad para 
el programa se basa en varios 
factores, incluidos los ingresos de 
la familia y el estado de ciudadanía 
elegible.
EL DCA aceptará solicitudes 
preliminares para el programa 
HCV a partir del jueves 22 de abril 
a las 12:01 a.m. hasta el lunes 26 
de abril a las 11:59 p.m. para los 
149 condados que atiende. Los 10 
condados restantes de Georgia 
serán atendidos por las autoridades 
de vivienda locales. Se pueden 
encontrar las listas completas de 
los condados y ciudades en las 
que el DCA administra el programa 
HCV en https://www.dca.ga.gov/
node/2167/documents/2085.
LAS SOLICITUDES solo se 
aceptarán electrónicamente a 
través de un sistema en línea. A 
partir del 22 de abril, los solicitantes 
pueden iniciar sesión en la solicitud 
de lista de espera en www.
applygadca.com. La aplicación 
está disponible en inglés, coreano, 
mandarín, español y vietnamita. 
Los solicitantes que necesiten 
ayuda para completar la solicitud 
preliminar o una adaptación debido 
a una discapacidad pueden enviar 
un correo electrónico al DCA a 
applygadca@dca.ga.gov o llamar a 
la línea telefónica de asistencia con 
la solicitud (que estará disponible el 
22, 23 y 26 de abril de 8 a.m. a 4:30 
p.m.) al 1-888-858-6085, opción 2. 
Las solicitudes deben realizarse 
durante el período de aceptación 
de solicitudes desde el 22 al 26 de 
abril de 2021. La información sobre 
el proceso de solicitud de la lista de 
espera está disponible por teléfono 
al número 855-741-5177.
LOS REPRESENTANTES de la 
División de Asistencia de Vivienda 
del DCA dicen que no hay ninguna 
ventaja en presentar la solicitud el 
primer día, el 22 de abril. Todas las 
solicitudes preliminares ingresarán 
a un sorteo y se determinará la 
clasificación de las solicitudes 
preliminares en la lista de espera 
al azar. No todas las solicitudes 
preliminares resultarán colocadas 
en la lista de espera después del 
sorteo de lotería.
NO SE aceptarán solicitudes 
preliminares duplicadas. Se 
eliminarán todas las solicitudes 
duplicadas con los mismos 
miembros del hogar enumerados. 
Todas las solicitudes deben estar 
completas, incluidos los números de 
seguro social correctos y las fechas 
de nacimiento de cada miembro de 
la familia, incluidos los menores.
EL DCA no cobra por una solicitud 
y aconseja a los solicitantes que 
tengan cuidado con cualquier sitio 
web o empresa que indique que 
cobra en nombre del DCA.
PARA OBTENER más información 
sobre el programa de vales de 
elección de vivienda del DCA, 
visite https://www.dca.ga.gov/safe-
affordable-housing/rental-housing-
assistance/housing-choice-voucher-
program-formerly-known
ACERCA DEL Departamento de 
Asuntos Comunitarios de Georgia:
EL DEPARTAMENTO de Asuntos 
Comunitarios de Georgia (DCA) se 
asocia con las comunidades para 
crear un clima de éxito para las 
familias y empresas de Georgia a 
través del desarrollo económico 
y comunitario, la asistencia del 
gobierno local y viviendas seguras 
y asequibles. Mediante el uso de 
recursos estatales y federales, el 
DCA ayuda a las comunidades 
a impulsar la creación de 
empleos privados, implementar la 
planificación, desarrollar los centros 
urbanos, generar soluciones de 
vivienda asequibles y promover 
el voluntariado. El DCA también 
ayuda a los residentes de Georgia 
calificados de ingresos bajos y 
moderados a comprar viviendas, 
alquilar viviendas y prevenir 
ejecuciones hipotecarias y la falta 
de vivienda. Para más información 
visite www.dca.ga.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200178
4/11

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY 

STATE OF GEORGIA

TOWD POINT MORTGAGE TRUST 
2017-4, U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS INDENTURE 
TRUSTEE,
PLAINTIFF,	
V. 
KEVIN LEE RATCLIFF,
DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION FILE NUMBER 

SUCV2020002309

TO:	 KEVIN Lee Ratcliff
145 TRINITY Drive,
COVINGTON, NEWTON County, 
Georgia 30016

NOTICE FOR SERVICE BY 
PUBLICATION

BY ORDER for Service by 
Publication Upon Kevin Lee Ratcliff 
dated March 8, 2021 and
FILED ON this Court’s docket on 
March 9, 2021, you are hereby 
notified that on November 12, 
2020,  TOWD  POINT  MORTGAGE  
TRUST  2017-4,  U.S.  BANK  
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS 
INDENTURE TRUSTEE, filed a 
Petition to Establish Lost Records 
and Complaint for Declaratory 
Judgment and Equitable Relief and 
named you as a Defendant.
YOU ARE required to file with the 
Clerk of the Superior Court, and 
to serve upon Plaintiff’s attorneys, 
Tania Tuttle, Sarah Monico and Brett 
Ledermeier an Answer in writing 
within sixty (60) days of the date of 
the Order for Publication.
THIS 10TH day of March, 2021.
MCLAIN & MERRITT PC
11625 RAINWATER Drive
SUITE 125
ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA 30009
PHONE: (770) 200-7000 ttuttle@
mmatllaw.com smonico@mmatllaw.
com bledermeier@mmatllaw.com/s/ 

TANIA R. Tuttle
TANIA R. TUTTLE
GEORGIA STATE Bar No. 720348
SARAH C. MONICO
GEORGIA STATE Bar No. 582691
BRETT LEDERMEIER Georgia 
State Bar No. 600906
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY certify that I have this day 
served all parties and counsel of 
record with a true and correct copy of 
the foregoing NOTICE OF SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION by placing the 
same in the United States Mail, 
postage pre-paid, in a properly 
addressed envelope, to:
KEVIN LEE Ratcliff
145 TRINITY Drive,
COVINGTON, NEWTON County, 
Georgia 30016
THIS  	 DAY of  	 , 2020.
MCLAIN & MERRITT PC
11625 RAINWATER Drive, Ste. 125
ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA 30009
PHONE: (770) 200-7000
FAX: (770) 200-7001
TTUTTLE@MMATLLAW.COM 
SMONICO@MMATLLAW.COM 
bledermeier@mmatl law.com/s/ 
Tania R. Tuttle
TANIA R. TUTTLE
GEORGIA STATE Bar No. 720348
SARAH C. MONICO
GEORGIA STATE Bar No. 582691
BRETT M. LEDERMEIER Georgia 
State Bar No. 600906
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

PUBLIC NOTICE #200057
3/17,24,31-4/7

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF LOWNDES COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

STATE OF GEORGIA,
PLAINTIFF,
V. 	                                                    
THIRTY-THREE THOUSAND 
NINE HUNDRED  DOLLARS 
($33,900.00) IN UNITED STATES 
CURRENCY; ONE (1) GOLD AND 
RED WITH DIAMONDS ROLEX 
WATCH, SN# (Value $25,000.00),
DEFENDANTS IN rem.
AND
MEDARD ULYSSE and BRIANNA 
J. BINKLEY ,
PURPORTED OWNER/INTEREST 
Holder.

CIVIL ACTION NO. 2021CV0083
		

NOTICE OF PROCEEDINGS

TO: MEDARD ULYSSE, a/k/a 
Ulysse  Medard   

YOU ARE hereby notified that the 
above-styled action has been filed 
in the named court on January 20, 
2021, seeking the forfeiture of the 
above-described property due to 
its being subject to forfeiture to the 
State of Georgia pursuant to the 
provisions of O.C.G.A.§9-16-12,§ 
16-14-7 and §16-13-49, in that the 
defendant property was directly 
or indirectly used or intended 
for use to facilitate a violation of 
O.C.G.A. §16-13-30-Possession of 
Methamphetamine (a scheduled 
controlled substance) and 
Marijuana; and/or the  Defendant 
property was found in close 
proximity to Methamphetamine and 
Marijuana possessed in violation of 
O.C.G.A. §16-13-30, and was used, 
or intended to be used, in facilitation 
of a transaction of Marijuana; and/
or the defendant property was 
found in close proximity to other 
property subject to forfeiture 
pursuant to O.C.G. A. §16-13-49 
and §9-16-12. Alternatively, the 
defendant property is contraband 
and subject to forfeiture to the State 
of Georgia pursuant to the provisions 
of O.C.G.A. §16-14-7, in that the 
defendant property was directly or 
indirectly used or intended for use 
in, and/or derived from or realized 
through, the course of a pattern of 
racketeering activity in furtherance 
of one incident with at least two such 
violations of O.C.G.A. Sections 16-9-
31 and 16-9-121, and thus §16-14-4. 
On November 30, 2020, Deputies 
of the Lowndes County, Georgia, 
Sheriff’s Office seized the Defendant 
in Rem property near the 11 mile 
marker of the South bound lane of 
Georgia Highway 401 (Interstate 
75), Lowndes County, Georgia. The 
Complaint in this action alleges you 
may have an interest in said property. 
You are hereby commanded and 
required to file with the Clerk of said 
Court and serve upon J. Bennett 
Threlkeld, Assistant District Attorney, 
Southern Judicial Circuit, Post Office 
Box 99, Valdosta, Georgia  31603-
0099, an answer to the complaint 
within thirty (30) days of the date of 
final publication of this notice, that 
is to say within thirty (30) days of 
the second publication on April 18, 
2021.  If you fail to do so, judgment 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. §9-16-12 shall 
be taken against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint. 
THIS THE 6th day of April, 2021 _/S/ 
LaToya Brown      
 DEP. CLERK, Lowndes County, 
Georgia Superior Court
THIS NOTICE is to run in The 
Covington News on April 11, 2021 

and April 18, 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200171
4/11,18

NOTICE – APPLICATION
ALCOHOL LICENSE 

NOTICE IS hereby given that an 
application has been made to the 
Mayor and Council of the City of 
Covington to obtain a license to sell 
alcoholic beverages for off-premises 
consumption only for: 

DUBZ GROUP LLC
DBA TURNER Lake Marathon
6206 TURNER Lake Road
	
APPLICANT:  DENISH N. Patel

THE APPLICATION will be heard 
on April 19, at 6:30 PM at City of 
Covington Council Room, 2116 
Stallings Street, NW, Covington, 
GA.  This notice is published 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 
5.12.080(C), Covington Municipal 
Code.

ATTEST:
JENNIFER HISE, PERMITTING 
AND LICENSE SPECIALIST
CITY OF Covington, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #200164
4/11

NOTICE OF HIGHWAY 278 
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 

DISTRICT ELECTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN as 
provided in the NEWTON COUNTY 
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT ACT that a Caucus 
of Electors of the Highway 278 
Community Improvement District 
(CID) shall be held on the 13th day 
of May, 2021 at Newton Federal 
Bank, Operations Center, 8460 
Dr. M.L. King, Jr. Ave., Covington, 
Georgia 30014. The purpose of the 
Caucus is to elect Board Members 
to serve 4 year terms in Posts 1, 3, 
& 5 on the Highway 278 Community 
Improvement District Board.  
Registration for the election shall 
be held from 11:45 o’clock A.M. to 
12:00 o’clock Noon. Voting will occur 
immediately after each Elector who 
has arrived at the registration table 
by 12:00 o’clock Noon has registered. 
A map of said District may be 
reviewed in the office of the Newton 
County Tax Commissioner or City 
of Covington Clerk. All Electors as 
designated under the Act are invited 
to attend and cast their votes.   

PUBLIC NOTIC #200112
3/31-4/7,14,21

PUBLIC NOTICE of the public 
hearing and request for public 

comment on the State of 
Georgia’s proposed Annual 
Action Plan for FFY 2021, 

the 4th year of the 2018-2022 
Consolidated Plan 

THE STATE of Georgia will host 
a public hearing and webinar to 
present its proposed Action Plan for 
FFY 2021, the 4th year of the five-
year 2018-2022 Consolidated Plan. 
THE ANNUAL Action Plan indicates 
how anticipated funds received from 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) will 
be implemented from July 1, 2021 
- June 30, 2022 for the following 
programs: Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG), Community 
Development Block Grant Disaster 
Relief (CDBG-DR), Emergency 
Solutions Grant (ESG), HOME 
Investment Partnerships (HOME), 
Housing Opportunities for Persons 
with AIDS (HOPWA), and the 
National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF) 
Programs.
THE PLAN provides strategies 
and investments of resources to 
address housing and community 
development needs, barriers to 
fair housing, and lead-based paint 
hazards. The Plan includes all 
records of citizen participation/
consultation. 
THE STATE of Georgia encourages 
all of its residents, sub-recipients 
and grantees, public agencies, and 
other interested parties to attend this 
public hearing and/or webinar and 
submit any written comments to the 
agency.
THE PUBLIC comment period for 
the Plan is open from April 1 through 
May 15, 2021.
THE PUBLIC hearing webinar will 
be held on Wednesday, April 28 
from 2:00-3:00 PM. To participate 
in the webinar please email 
HUDPLanning@dca.ga.gov to ask 
to receive the registration link
COPIES OF the proposed plan and 
supporting data may be downloaded 
for free at https://www.dca.ga.gov/
node/4566
TO REQUEST copies of the 
proposed Plan or copies of data 
used: 
BY EMAIL: HUDPlanning@dca.
ga.gov 
BY MAIL: Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs, ATTN: Samanta 
Carvalho, Office of Community 
Housing Development, 60 Executive 
Park South, Atlanta, Georgia 30329
DCA IS prepared to provide 
appropriate language services 
for non-English-speaking (LEP) 
individuals. Spanish, Chinese, 
Korean, and/or Vietnamese 
interpreters can be made available 
upon request. Please identify any 
language services needed 10 days 
prior to the public hearing, including 
in which language(s) such services 
are required.
TRANSLATION OF the notice and 
interpretation services for this event 
are available upon request.
TRADUCCIÓN DE la notificación y 
servicios de interpretación para este 
evento están disponibles a pedido.
DCA COMPLIES with Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 and the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973. Individuals with disabilities 
who may need auxiliary aids or 
special modification to participate 
in the public comment process 
should call (404) 679-0567 or email 
HUDPlanning@dca.ga.gov
INDIVIDUALS SEEKING 
reasonable accommodations or with 
specific ADA needs should email 
fairhousing@dca.ga.gov. Visit https://
dca.ga.gov/fairhousing for more 
information.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200172
4/11
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Subscribe today for only $5 a month! 
Call 770-787-6397 or visit CovNews.com.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — A 
Newton County resident 
and his business partner 
believe they have a good 
idea for a product to keep 
items relatively secure and 
germ-free in public places.

Now, the world will see if the “sharks” on ABC-TV’s 
“Shark Tank” are willing to 
take them to the next level 
of production.

Bob Mackey and his part-
ner, Decatur resident Mi-
chael Green, will pitch their product called the Yono 
Clip to the group of famed 
investors Friday, Feb. 5.

Taping of Friday’s epi-
sode was done in Septem-
ber — meaning they went 
from a rough idea for a 
product to taping “Shark 
Tank” with a working clip 
in about seven months.

Mackey, who is CEO of 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
North Central Georgia, said 
he cannot disclose what 
action the “sharks” took 

before Friday’s episode airs 
but he has told some of his 
club’s members that “all 
your goals are in reach” 
with the right amount of 

effort.
Green said he hoped their 

experience would prove to 
be an example for others, as well.

“You can have the great-
est idea but if you don’t 
take action it will just stay 
an idea,” he said.

The Yono Clip is a prod-
uct designed with a flat 
suction device on one side 
and a foldable clip on the 
other to allow the user to 
hang items up to 15 pounds 
— allowing a small purse 
or bag to be hung from a 
table rather than place on 
the ground.

“Shark Tank” features a 
panel of millionaires who 
hear pitches from entrepre-
neurs seeking investors for 
their products. The pan-
elists often pick apart the 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — As Newton County has kicked off its bicentennial celebration, the county’s school 
system will soon 
commemorate its 
150th anniver-
sary.

Newton 
County Schools 
students and 
employees began 
celebrating the 
150th anniversa-
ry of the founding of the district Monday, Feb. 1, officials an-nounced.

Special videos, proclamations 

Special to The Covington News
From left, Michael Green and Newton County resident Bob Mackey pitch their product to members of the ‘Shark Tank’ panel at the Las 
Vegas studio.

Telling The sTory of your life since 1865
Wednesday, february 3, 2021

$1

His Word
I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.

Galatians 2:20, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com

Metro Creative ServicesParents who rely on babysit-ters and caregivers to tend to children while they get a night out may find that their sitters are also celebrating on Valentine’s Day.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comHearty meals are best on cold nights, when food can provide a warming effect after coming in from the cold outdoors. This recipe for “Boeuf Bourguignon” from Jill Lightner’s “Edible Seat-tle: The Cookbook” (Sterling Epicure) is sure to provide such an effect.
Boeuf BourguignonServes 6 generouslyIngredients:2 pounds beef shoulder, cut into 2-inch pieces (see note)1 onion, cut into large dice2 carrots, cut into large dice2 stalks celery, cut into large dice

2 dried bay leaves4 sprigs fresh thyme7 sprigs fresh flat-leaf parsley
1⁄4 teaspoon black pepper-corns

1 bottle red wineSalt
Freshly ground black pep-per

1 tablespoon canola oil1⁄4 pound slab bacon, cut into large dice1⁄2 stick (4 tablespoons) unsalted butter1⁄4 cup all-purpose flour4 cups beef stock2 large Yukon Gold pota-toes, peeled and cut into large dice
1 pound pearl onions, blanched and peeled1 pound button mushrooms, diced

Directions:1. Put the beef chunks in a large bowl and add the onion, carrots and celery. In a piece of cheesecloth, tie together a bouquet of garni of the bay leaves, thyme, parsley, and peppercorns and add to the bowl. Pour in the bottle of wine. Cover and let marinate in the refrigerator overnight, stirring the mixture once or twice over the course of the evening.
2. The next day, remove the meat from the marinade and dry the pieces in a shallow pan lined with several layers of paper towels. Remove the vegetables and reserve them separately, along with the bouquet garni. Reserve the 

wine. Season the beef with salt and pepper.3. In a large Dutch oven over medium heat, warm the canola oil. Add the bacon and cook until browned and the fat is rendered, about five minutes. Remove the bacon from the pot and set aside. In single-layer batches, brown the beef chunks on all sides, then set aside. Brown the reserved onions, carrots and celery, about 10 minutes. Add additional canola oil to the pot if there is not enough bacon fat to brown all of the beef and vegetables.4. Return the beef to the pot with the vegetables and add three tablespoons of the butter. Sprinkle with the 

flour and cook, stirring, for about three minutes. Add the reserved wine and de-glaze the pot, scraping up all the browned bits from the bottom. Add the bacon and stock and bring to a boil. Skim off the scum that rises to the top; once the scum is removed, add the bouquet garni. Simmer, covered, over medium-low heat until the beef is very tender, about one and a half hours. Remove the bouquet garni.5. Toward the end of the beef’s cooking time, bring the potatoes to a boil in a separate saucepan covered generously with salted water. Cook until tender, about 15 minutes.6. In a medium sauté pan, melt three tablespoons of the butter over medium-high heat. Add the pearl onions and sauté for three to four minutes. Add the mushrooms to the onions and cook until both onions and mushrooms are golden brown, about five minutes longer. Season to taste with salt and pepper.7. Serve the stew in bowls, garnished with the pearl on-ions, mushrooms and pota-toes.
Note: When shopping for beef, you won’t find a cut labeled “beef shoulder” — what you want is either a chuck roast of some sort or, from a bit lower on the shoul-der, a cut labeled either “arm roast” or “round bone roast.”

FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT

Wednesday, February 3, 2021
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SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comDining out is a Valentine’s Day tradition. Couples new and old typically make Val-entine’s Day into date night at nice restaurants, making this holiday that much more special.
Couples who want to add a special twist to Valen-tine’s Day date night can enjoy a nice meal out before returning home for some homemade dessert. Whether couples prepare it together or surprise their significant others, the following recipe for “Coffee Crisp” from Bob Blumer’s “Surreal Gourmet Bites” (Chronicle Books) can make for the perfect ending to a Valentine’s Day date night.

Coffee CrispYields 12 bitesIngredients:6 egg yolks8 tablespoons sugar2 tablespoons instant espresso or Coffee powder1 1⁄2 cups heavy cream1⁄2 teaspoon vanilla extract
Directions:Preheat the oven to 300 degrees. In a medium bowl, whisk egg yolks and six tablespoons of the sugar for 1 minute, or until smooth and pale yellow in color. Reserve.In a second medium bowl, add espresso granules and 1⁄4 cup of the cream. Whisk until smooth, then add remaining cream and vanilla, and whisk until well blended.Very gently, fold espresso cream mixture into egg yolks.Use a ladle to pour custard mixture into espresso cups, filling them three-fourths of 

the way to the top.Place cups in a baking dish or roasting pan and transfer to oven. Fill a pitcher with warm tap water. Before closing oven door, pour water into pan (but not into the cups themselves!) until it reaches halfway up the sides of the cups.

Bake for 40 minutes, or until the custards jiggle just slightly when you shake the pan. Remove pan from oven and leave out on counter, allowing the residual heat of the water to finish the cook-ing process.When custards have fully solidified, refrigerate for two 

hours
Just before serving, sprinkle 1⁄2 teaspoon of sugar evenly overtop each custard. Use a small blowtorch to caramelize the sugar. Alternatively, place cups 1 inch below oven broil-er under a watchful eye for approximately two minutes, or until sugar caramelizes.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comCome Valentine’s Day, couples are anx-ious to enjoy time spent with the one they love — whether it involves a dinner at a restaurant or a few hours of unin-terrupted conversation at home. Parents who rely on babysitters and caregivers to tend to children while they get a night out may find that their sitters are also celebrating on Valen-tine’s Day. This leaves parents of children of all ages potentially won-dering how to celebrate with kids in tow. Here are some ideas to get started.
Breakfast celebrationWho says Valentine’s Day love and affection is restricted to the eve-ning? Make use of your time by tinkering with the schedule so that you can enjoy one-on-one moments in the morn-ing or afternoon while children are in school or at daycare. Enjoy a couple’s breakfast or brunch, followed by a massage. 

Meet for lunchIf you can’t spare a day off from work, make a point to meet for lunch at a place halfway between your offices. This is yet another kid-free opportunity to enjoy meaningful con-versation and time spent as a couple.
Let the kids helpEnlist the kids to give you the night off from dinner, or have them se-lect the perfect take-out menu for a Valentine’s Day dinner. Children do not always have the opportunity to give back to their parents, and on Feb.14 they can step up their game. Move up bed times a little so the kids are tucked in early enough to allow you to cuddle on the couch.Catch up on family timeChildren are a shin-ing example of their parents’ love for one another. Use Valentine’s Day as an opportunity to skip other obliga-tions, including extra-curricular activities, and have a family day. Watch a movie together and enjoy a picnic.On Valentine’s Day, there are many work-arounds if the babysitter is unavailable.

Metro Creative Services

Coffee Crisps can make for the perfect ending to a Valentine’s Day date night.

Try sweet treats at home this Valentine’s Day

Enjoy 
Valentine’s 

Day — even 
when the 

sitter’s away

Metro Creative Services

Hearty meals, like Boeuf Bourguignon, are best served on cold nights.

Warm up with stew on cold wintry nights

Try a different take on classic spaghetti, see FOOD B1

INSIDE:
See A8

Weather
Wednesday, Feb. 3
High: 50°; Low: 26°
Sunny.

Thursday, Feb. 4
High: 55°; Low: 43°
Partly sunny.

Inside
$4.6 million bid 

approved for more 
landfill space

See A3
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Your Comfort is 
Our Business

11290 Brown Bridge Rd. 
Covington, GA 30016
www.dwairflow.com

770-788-7700
High-Quality Air Conditioning 

Services Since 1986

‘Yono’ for everyone?

 See ‘YONO’, A3

SPORTS: 
BENTON BIDS 

FAREWELL
Newton football star 

announces decision to 
transfer to new school

Newton County Schools

Return to 
in-person 

instruction 
begins Feb. 8

Newton resident pitches germ-reducing product on ‘Shark Tank’

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — After consulting with the local health department, Newton County Schools recently announced its intention to restart in-person learning beginning Feb. 8.
Students have been limited to virtual instruction since Jan. 5 as the number of COVID-19 cases dramatically increased across Newton County over the dis-trict’s winter break period.
“We know the remote learning environment has been a hardship for many families and we empa-thize and understand the 

 See RETURN, A7

 See CELEBRATION, A7

District kicks 
off 150th 

anniversary 
celebration

Samantha
Fuhrey

Special to The Covington NewsThe Yono Clip is designed to hold up to 15 pounds.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — A Covington man reportedly was in serious condition at an At-lanta hospital after being shot in the stomach early Sunday, Feb. 14, and several officers responding to what sounded like a “gun battle.”Covington Police charged Terry Smith, 22, of Covington, with one count of aggravated assault after the victim was found in the driveway area of his home with six gunshot wounds. 
At least 20 officers responded to the incident that was orig-inally reported as a firearm 

Scholarship established in Johnson’s honor

Oxford College

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

OXFORD, Ga. — To honor one of its “most prominent” alumni, Oxford College of Emory Univer-sity recently announced the establishment of the Judge Horace J. Johnson, Jr. Schol-arship Endowment to pro-vide need-based scholarships 

to prospective students. 
According 

to a spokes-
person from 
Oxford 
College, 
“generous” donations from alumnus Keith Burns and the Johnson family made the endowment possible.

The Alcovy Superior Court judge died July 1, 2020, of a cardiac arrest. He had been diagnosed with COVID-19 days before.
Johnson grew up in the Sand Hill community and was a graduate of Newton High School, part of the first integrated class to go through the local schools. He grad-uated from Oxford College of Emory University, then earned a degree from the Goizueta Business School at 

Emory in Atlanta. He later earned his Juris Doctor at the University of Georgia School of Law. Johnson went into private practice and in 2002, Gov. Roy Barnes appointed him to the Superior Court bench for the Alcovy Judicial Circuit, making him the first Black Superior Court judge in the circuit, and at the time of his death was the only Black person to have served as a Superior Court judge in the circuit covering Newton 

and Walton counties.Friday, Feb. 5, Newton County’s judicial center in Covington was formally renamed the Judge Horace J. Johnson, Jr. Judicial Center to honor the late jurist.Johnson was described as one of the college’s “pio-neering and most prom-inent African-American alumni and spent years as a sought-after and generous 

Horace J. 
Johnson Jr.

Family happy to continue jurist’s legacy through helping others

 See HONOR, A3

 See SHOT, A2

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

The Rev. Harold Cobb believes he was more of a member of a team working to better his community than a ground-breaker for Black Newton residents in county govern-ment.
Cobb was the first Afri-can-American county resi-dent elected to the Newton County Board of Commis-sioners in 1976 and served parts of three decades on the county’s governing body.

He also led the committee that organized the annual Martin Luther King Cele-bration from 1985 to 2017. Cobb, 80, is a Newton County native. He recalled he ran for a seat on the Covington City Council five times before he earned the District 4 seat on the Newton County Board of 

Commissioners.
He served until 1996 when he left the commis-sion to return to college and earn a degree in theology.Cobb recalled he ran for the commission seat to bring more recreation ser-

vices to the city and county.“I saw a lot of things I wanted to do to improve the city and county,” said the longtime church pastor.After serving in the mili-tary, he returned with a “de-sire to work and be a part” 

of improving the quality of life in his hometown.However, he said he won election in an effort to better the whole county — not just one part of it, Cobb 

Telling The sTory of your life since 1865

Wednesday, february 17, 2021

$1

His Word
From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the Lord’s name is to be praised.

Psalm 113:3, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com

See A8

Weather
Wednesday, Feb. 17
High: 54°; Low: 42°
100% chance of rain.

Thursday, Feb. 18
High: 62°; Low: 34°
100% chance of rain.

Inside
Piedmont Newton welcomes new 
board members
See BUSINESS, A7
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SPORTS: 
REDSKINS 
ON DECK

Social Circle ready 
to swing away 

for 2021 season

Black History Month

FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT

Wednesday, February 17, 2021

B1

Have a recipe you’d like to share? 

Email it to news@covnews.com and be featured in a future edition of The Covington News.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comMany people aspire to eat 
light meals that satisfy hun-
ger pangs without creating 
feelings of fullness. Some 
may assume light meals must 
be lacking flavor, but the following recipe for “Silken 

Chicken” from Madhur Jaf-
frey’s “Quick & Easy Indian 
Cooking” (Chronicle Books) 
is light and packs that familiar 
flavorful punch that endears 
Indian cuisine to millions of 
people across the globe.

Silken ChickenServes 2 to 4
Ingredients:For marinating the chicken:

4 boned, skinned chicken 
breast halves (about 11⁄4 pounds)
1⁄2 teaspoon salt2 tablespoons fresh lemon 

juice
1⁄4 cup heavy whipping 

cream
1⁄2 teaspoon homemade 

garam masala (see below)1⁄4 teaspoon cayenne pep-
per

1⁄4 teaspoon ground roasted 
cumin seeds (see below)1⁄2 teaspoon paprika1 clove garlic, peeled and 

crushed to a pulp1⁄2 teaspoon peeled, finely 
grated fresh ginger
For sprinkling over the 

chicken:Salt as neededFreshly ground black pep-
per

A little homemade garam 
masala

A little ground roasted cum-
in seed

A little cayenne pepper1 teaspoon dried mint flakes
Generous squeezes of fresh 

lemon juice
Directions:Preheat the oven to its high-

est temperature and arrange 
a shelf in the top third of the 
oven.

Cut three diagonal slits 
across the top of each piece of 
chicken breast, being careful 
not to cut all the way through 
and also not to go to the edge. 
Prick the chicken pieces with 
the sharp point of a small 
knife. Put them in a single 
layer in a large baking dish 
and rub both sides with the 
salt and lemon juice. Leave 
for five minutes. Meanwhile, 
combine the cream with the garam masala, cayenne, 

cumin seeds, paprika, garlic, 
and ginger in a bowl. Stir this 
mixture well and pour it over 
the chicken. Rub it into the 
meat and leave for 10 min-
utes.

Lift the chicken pieces up 
(most of the marinade will 
cling to them) and place them 
down in a single layer in a 
shallow baking pan lined 

with aluminum foil. On top 
of each, sprinkle a little salt, 
black pepper, garam masala, 
ground roasted cumin seed, 
cayenne, dried mint, and lem-
on juice. Put into the top third 
of the oven and bake for 15 
minutes, or until the chick-
en is just white all the way 
through. Serve immediately, 
minted side up.

Garam Masala
Ingredients:1 tablespoon cardamom 

seeds
One 2-inch cinnamon stick
1⁄3 of one nutmeg1 teaspoon black pepper-

corns
1 teaspoon black cumin 

seeds
1 teaspoon whole clovesDirections:Place ingredients into a 

clean coffee or spice grinder 
and ground to a powder.To make ground roasted 

cumin seeds: Put four to five tablespoons 
of the whole seeds into a small cast-iron frying pan 

and set over medium heat. 
Stir the seeds and roast them 
over dry heat until they turn 
a few shades darker and emit 
a wonderful roasted aroma. 
Wait for them to cool slightly 
and then grind them in a clean 
coffee or spice grinder. Store 
in a tightly closed jar.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comLent is a solemn sea-son of introspection and prayer as Christians pre-pare for the Easter cele-bration and feast. One of the hallmarks of the this time of year is abstaining 
from meat each Friday and during certain days of 

obligation.People who routinely consume meat and poultry 
may be wondering which 
meals they can enjoy to keep flavors fresh on nonmeat days. Many In-dian dishes are meat-free, 

vegan options that can be perfectly inserted into Lenten Fridays. Such is the case with this recipes 
for “Curry of Vegetables With Potatoes” from “Menus and Memories From Punjab” (Hippo-crene Books) by Veronica 

“Rani” Sidhu.
Curry of Vegetables with Potatoes(Aloo Mutter)Yield: 10 1-cup servingsIngredients:1⁄4 cup vegetable oil2 medium onions, chopped

3 cloves garlic, minced2 inches of ginger, minced
2 teaspoons ground turmeric1 1⁄2 teaspoons whole or ground cumin seeds1 tablespoon ground fenugreek seeds (optional)1 medium/large tomato, 

chopped
1 or 2 long green chile peppers, seeded and finely 

chopped
1 1⁄2 teaspoons salt, or to taste

1⁄3 cup tomato paste2 teaspoons garam masala
4 cups potatoes, peeled 

and cut into 11⁄4-inch cubes.
3 cups frozen peas, thawed

1⁄2 cup cilantro leaves and stems, finely chopped, 
plus some for garnish
Directions:In a large, heavy-bot-tomed pot, heat the oil and 

sauté the onions, garlic and ginger over medium heat until lightly browned, 
stirring frequently. Add the spices and brown for 1 more minute. For a smooth gravy, purée this tardka in a blender.Return the tardka to the 

pot and add the tomato, chile pepper and salt, stir-
ring constantly for another 
few minutes. Stir in the tomato paste, 1 teaspoon of the garam masala, potatoes, and three cups of water. Simmer for 30 minutes over low heat, stirring occasionally.Add the peas plus 21⁄2 cups water. Taste for salt and heat through. Before serving, sprinkle with the 

last teaspoon of garam masala and the cilantro leaves garnish.

Metro Creative Services

“Silken Chicken” is light and packs that familiar flavorful punch that endears Indian cuisine to millions of 

people across the globe.

Vegan 
curry fit for Lenten season

Poultry dish with 
Poultry dish with flavorful punch
flavorful punch

SPECIAL TO THE NEWSnews@covnews.comMardi Gras in 2021 will look very different from past celebrations. Even though COVID-19 already started to spread around the world in February 2020, New Orle-
ans, home to one of the most famous Mardi Gras 

festivals, carried on with its historic parade as the world was still learning about the virus and how it 
spread. 

According to New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell, there will be no Mardi Gras parades in 2021, as “large gath-erings have proven to be super-spreader events of the COVID-19 virus.” Cantrell said Mardi Gras 2021 was “not canceled, just different.” Mardi Gras, which precedes the Christian Lenten season, is an opportunity for one final day of joviality and some 
well-intentioned indul-gence prior to the solemn 

period of Lent. Revelers have long celebrated Mar-
di Gras with parades and 
a carnival atmosphere has 
become synonymous with 
New Orleans.  Celebrating from home 

may be the safest bet. Use 
these tips to  make such celebrations more festive.• Bake a King Cake. This cake is only avail-able during Carnival sea-son. It is a circular sweet pastry frosted to look like 

a crown in the yellow, green and purple colors of 
Mardi Gras.• Delve into recipes for New Orleans cuisine, 

whether by ordering in or 
cooking it yourself. • Buy or decorate masks. Mask-wearing has become the norm for people around the world, 

but Mardi Gras masks cover the eyes rather than 
the nose and mouth. • Keep “throws” on hand. Throws are one of the beloved traditions of Mardi Gras parades. Rep-

licate the effect by tossing 
anything small, like candy 
coins or faux jewelry, back and forth with your fellow revelers.

Ways to enjoy Mardi Gras from home

Metro Creative Services
Celebrating Mardi Gras at home may be the safest bet. 

The following tips can help make such celebrations more 
festive.

Silken chicken recipe to satisfy any hunger pangs

Keep flavors fresh on non-meat day with potatoe recipe

Silken chicken recipe to satisfy hunger pangs, see FOOD B1

INSIDE:

 See RECALLS, A3

Man shot 
six times 
outside 

Collier St. 
home

File | The Covington News

From left, Tiffany Clay accepts the 2015 MLK Trailblazer Award from the Rev. Harold Cobb, who orga-
nized the awards event for 32 years.

Local Crime

Suspect charged; victim 
in ‘serious condition’

Newton’s first Black 
commissioner saw 

himself as team 
member rather than 

trailblazer

Reverend recalls historic time

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
City and county leaders 
asked state lawmakers 
Monday to help them 
secure funding for infra-
structure needs and deal 
with the state government 
in better ways.

Top officials with New-
ton County and three city 
governments were among 
organizations attending 
a pre-legislative session 
meeting with Newton 
County Legislative Dele-
gation members.

Topics ranged from 
local mask restrictions to 

needs for state funding of 
roads and sewer systems.

Local officials either 
gave formal presentations 
or informally discussed 
concerns needing state 
attention during the two-
hour event.

The state lawmakers 
represented districts that 

include parts of Newton 
County. They traveled to 
Covington for the Mon-
day afternoon meeting 
after being sworn in for 
their new terms of office 
at the State Capitol in At-
lanta a few hours earlier.

House rebukes Trump 
second time for ‘incitement 
of insurrection’ at Capitol

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. —  Current-
ly, the only place for the public to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine in 
Newton County is the health de-
partment, and supplies are limited.

Chad Wasdin, communications 
director and public information 
officer for Gwinnett, Newton & 
Rockdale County Health Depart-
ments, told The Covington News 
on Thursday that the vaccine was 
available only to individuals who fit 
into Phase 1A of the state’s vaccine 
rollout plan and by appointment 
only.

“Phase 1A includes frontline 
healthcare personnel, residents 
of long-term care facilities, first 

responders (law enforcement, fire-
fighters and EMS), and adults 65 
and older (and their caregivers as 
applicable),” he said. “Individuals 
must live or work in Georgia.”

People wishing to get the vaccine 
who are eligible do not have to be 
vaccinated in their county of resi-
dence, Wasdin said. For example, 
if a Newton County resident sees 
that an appointment is available at a 
Gwinnett County location, Wasdin 
said that person is free to make an 
appointment.

Vaccine appointments can be 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald J. Trump has been impeached by 
the U.S. House of Representatives for 
a second time within four years, this 
time on a single charge of “incitement 
of insurrection” at the U.S. Capitol on 
Jan. 6. 

Trump is the first president in history 
to be impeached twice. He could be 
removed from office if the Senate votes 
in favor of conviction.

The impeachment article brought 
against the president Wednesday, Jan. 
13, claimed Trump “repeatedly issued 
false statements asserting that the presi-
dential election results were the product 
of widespread fraud and should not be 
accepted by the American people or 
certified by state or federal officials,” 
which led to the riot at the U.S. Capitol 
more than one week ago.

An invasion of the U.S. Capitol by 
Trump supporters left five people, 
including a Capitol Police officer, 
dead. Supporters were at the U.S. 
Capitol to protest the certification of 
President-elect Joe Biden’s Electoral 
College win in the Nov. 3 Gener-
al Election. Biden’s inauguration is 
Wednesday, Jan. 20.

U.S. Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Lithonia, 
who represents part of Newton County, 
was one of 232 members of the House 
to vote in favor of impeachment. 

....
Read the rest of this article at 

CovNews.com — where we break 
news online, around-the-clock.

Weather
Saturday, Jan. 16
High: 43°  Low: 26°
Mostly sunny.

Sunday, Jan. 17
High: 48°  Low: 30°
Mostly sunny.
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Covington student 
nominated to 
service academies 
See EDUCATION, A9
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His Word
And the peace of God, 
which passeth all 
understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ 
Jesus.

Philippians 4:7, KJV

SPORTS: 
Green named 
Region POTY

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 
local issues at 
CovNews.com

See A10
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Newton health department official offers guidance as Phase 1A of rollout underway

National News

 See VACCINE, A2

IMPEACHED 
AGAIN

Associated Press

President Donald J. Trump was impeached by 

the House for a second time in less than two 

years Wednesday.

SINCE 1865                                                       Get breaking news updates, manage your subscrip
tion, place an advertisement and read the e-edition

 at CovNews.com

Vaccine available but limited

Local officials meet lawmakers for help 

with funding, dealing with state government

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News

State legislators representing Newton County met with city and county leaders Monday to hear what needs they have and how 

the lawmakers can help. Pictured right, Newton County Schools Superintendent Samantha Fuhrey and District 3 Board Member 

Shakila Henderson-Baker speak to legislators — read about the school system’s needs in a future edition of The Covington News.
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COVID-19 vaccines produced by Moder-

na and Pfizer are currently being rolled 

out across Georgia and the entire U.S., 

though limited in supply.

COVID-19: A Global Public Health Crisis

 See HELP, A3

Newton County

Rams star, UGA signee tops 

Region 4-AAAAAAA honors list

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Almost two-

thirds of Newton County voters cast 

ballots early or absentee in the high-

ly-publicized Tuesday, Jan. 5, runoff 

election for Georgia’s two U.S. Senate 

seats.
The runoff was required after neither 

of the top two vote-getters in each of 

the U.S. Senate races and the PSC race 

won majorities of votes cast in their 

elections statewide Nov. 3.
Final voter turnout was 60% (48,817 

out of 80,538 registered voters), which 

was lower than 69% for the General 

Election, but marked a new record high 

for a runoff. In a 2008 U.S. Senate 

runoff, only 22,546 voted in Newton 

County.
For Tuesday’s runoffs, approximate-

ly 39% were advance voters and 33% 

were absentee by mail. The remaining 

28% — about 17,000 — were Election 

Day voters.
In the Nov. 3 General Election, 33% 

voted on Election Day and 29% voted 

absentee, which indicates about the 

same number of Democrats returned 

to vote in the runoffs but not as many 

Republicans.
Only 5,690 fewer Newton County 

voters turned out for the Jan. 5 runoffs 

compared to the Nov. 3 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

People claiming to be sup-
porters of President Donald 
J. Trump invaded the U.S. 

Capitol in an unprecedented man-

ner Wednesday, Jan. 6, breaching 

security lines and inciting chaos 

seen around the world.
As many as five people were 

reportedly killed 
during the action, 
according to multi-
ple news outlets.

Congress had 
convened to certify 
President-elect Joe 
Biden’s Electoral 

College win against Trump in the 

Nov. 3 General Election. Trump 

had previously encouraged his 

supporters to protest the eventual 

certification.
As demonstrators, some report-

edly armed, violently stormed into 

the Capitol, breaking windows and 

destroying property, members of 

the House and Senate were forced 

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Former Newton 

County Emergency Management Agency 

Director Steve Biggers died Saturday, Jan. 2. 

Biggers was recently hospitalized with 

COVID-19, according to family. After more 

than four weeks of battling the novel virus 

and spending time on a ventilator, Biggers 

died at the age of 77.
Biggers, a lifelong resident of Covington, 

was an accomplished man who loved nothing 

more than to serve others.

“He never said no,” Doug Biggers said of 

his father. “Any time someone would call and 

ask him to do something, the first thing he’d 

say was, ‘Well, sure.’
“He set an example for me his entire life, 

which was super high. They don’t make too 

many like that anymore,” Doug continued. 

“He always had a big smile on his face — it 

was an infectious smile and an infectious 

attitude … he was one of a kind.”

Weather
Saturday, Jan. 9
High: 46°  Low: 26°
Mostly sunny; 15 mph winds.

Sunday, Jan. 10
High: 51°  Low: 31°
Calm and sunny.
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BECK: Nation 
we once knew 
is no more

See OPINIONS, A4

Obituaries
Mae Hardy
Covington 
Mary Bollinger
Hilton Head Island, SC
Brenda Duckett
Covington
See A2
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His Word
And Jesus knew their 
thoughts, and said 
unto them, Every king-
dom divided against 
itself is brought to 
desolation; and every 
city or house divided 
against itself shall not 
stand:

Matthew 12:25, KJV

SPORTS: 

Alcovy Hoops 
in action

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 
local issues at 
CovNews.com

See A8
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Tigers recently opened region 

play against Grovetown
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 See BIGGERS, A3

Trump supporters invade Capitol 

in wake of election certification
Congress evacuates as violence 

ensues; 5 killed during chaos
 Federal, state, local leaders 

condemn siege as world watches

General Election Runoffs

 See REVOLTING, A7

Democrats flip 
US Senate

 See FLIP, A2

Associated Press

Rev. Raphael Warnock (left) and Jon Os-

soff won election bids Tuesday for the U.S. 

Senate, giving Democrats majority in both 

chambers of Congress.

Record runoff turnout in 

Newton pushes Ossoff, 

Warnock to victories

SINCE 1865                                              
         Get breaking news updates, man

age your subscription, place an ad
vertisement and read the e-edition

 at CovNews.com

REVOLTING

John Minchillo | Associated Press

Demonstrators work to break through a police barrier Wednesday, Jan. 6, at the Capitol in Washington. As Congress prepared to 

affirm President-elect Joe Biden’s victory, thousands of people gathered to show their support for President Donald Trump and 

his claims of election fraud.

Jose Luis Magana | Associated Press

Supporters of President Donald Trump protest as U.S. Capitol 

Police shoot tear gas outside of the U.S. Capitol.

Andrew Harnik | Associated Press

U.S. Capitol Police with guns drawn stand near a barricaded 

door as protesters try to break into the House Chamber.

Former EMA Director Steve Biggers dies at 77

Lifelong 
Newton County 
resident Steve 

Biggers died 
Saturday, 
Jan. 2, af-

ter battling 
COVID-19. 
He was 77.

Special to The 
Covington News

Newton County

Steven
Moore

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Newton County’s 
coroner is facing both 
losing her salary or her 
elected position after 
the county manager 
recently began the pro-
cess of removing her 

from office.
The Georgia Coro-

ners Training Council is 
scheduled to meet later 
this month and could 
consider removing 
Dorothea Bailey-Butts’ 
certification that state 
law requires she have 
before she can receive 

her sal-
ary, said 
Chair-
man 
Richard 
Stanley 
of Dub-
lin.

Stan-
ley, who 
is coro-
ner of Laurens County, 
said the council could 
remove the certification 

a coroner is required 
to hold to receive her 
$35,000 annual salary 
from the county.

The Georgia Ad-
ministrative Code that 
governs the Coroners 
Training Council states, 
“No coroner shall 
charge or collect any 
fee, charge, or cost 
of any kind for his 
services unless such 
coroner is properly 

certified.” 
The five-member 

Training Council can 
remove a coroner’s 
certification if the 
holder of the office, “Is 
unable to perform the 
duties of the office with 
‘reasonable skill and 
safety to citizens’ be-
cause of illness, use of 
substances, or the result 
of a physical or mental 
condition.”

Other instances in 
which the Council can 
remove certification 
are for conviction of a 
crime involving “moral 
turpitude,” or crimes 
classified as felonies or 
involving marijuana or 
a controlled substance.

However, the law is 
not clear how long she 
must be in office to 

 See CORONER, A6

Weather
Saturday, Feb. 13
High: 45°  Low: 41°
• 100% chance of rain

Sunday, Feb. 14
High: 51°  Low: 43°
• 60% chance of rain
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His Word
But they that wait 

upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; 
they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not 
faint.

Isaiah 40:31, KJV

Follow us for 
breaking 
updates

and stay 
informed on 

local issues at 
CovNews.com
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Eastside’s head football 
coach departs for Woodstock 
High School. For more on the 
move, see A11

SPORTS: 

Hoff takes 
new HC job

State coroner council to consider removing Bailey-Butts’ certification
Hearings would precede judge’s decision 

on job, council’s decision on pay

Dorothea
Bailey-Butts

Special Photo | Newton County Parks & Recreation 
See a larger scale rendering of the skatepark to be built at Denny 
Dobbs Park in Newton County on page A5.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Newton skateboarders may only 
have to travel to the county’s west side for a skatepark by 
the end of the summer this year.

The Newton County Board of Commissioners recently 
approved the use of Special Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax (SPLOST) funds for construction of a skateboard 
park in Denny Dobbs Park on Georgia Hwy. 212.

The board approved a contract with low bidder Grind-
line Skateparks Inc. of Seattle, Washington, for $189,875.

Funding is coming from the recreation part of the 
SPLOST voters approved in 2017, county records show.

Commissioners approve plan for 
skatepark at Denny Dobbs Park

GNARLY
Newton County gets

 See GNARLY, A5

Photo by 
Metro Creative Services

General Election

Covington man 
accused of 

illegal voting

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

ATLANTA — A Covington resident 
was listed among organizations and indi-
viduals that a state agency on Wednesday, 
Feb. 10, referred for criminal prosecution 
for alleged violations of state election 
laws.

The State Election Board bound over 
Sean Watson of Covington for prosecu-
tion for allegedly being a non-citizen and 
voting, according to a Georgia Secretary 
of State news release. 

The Election Board listed Watson 
among 34 cases it recommended that 
local district attorneys or the state attor-
ney general prosecute for violating state 
election laws.

Watson registered originally in Novem-
ber 2008 and said he was a U.S. citizen 
because he believed he automatically be-
came one when his mother obtained her 
citizenship, the Newton County Board of 
Elections reported.

He voted in the November 2008 Gen-
eral Election, a November 2012 Special 
Election and the November 2018 General 
Election.  

However, he did not meet the criteria 
to become a citizen under derivation, 

State Election Board alleges 
resident cast ballot as non-citizen

 See VOTING, A6Now printing 
every Wednesday 

and weekend!

REZONING PETITION
GEORGIA, NEWTON County

A PETITION (REZ21-000003) 
HAS BEEN FILED WITH THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR A REZONING FOR THE 
PROPERTIES BELONGING TO 
NATHANIEL BLY II, JUNE S 
HILTON & JUDITH S CHESTNUT
WHOSE SUBJECT PROPERTY 
ADDRESS/LOCATION IS 4425, 
4447, 4485 SALEM RD & SMITH 
STORE RD CONTAINING 
APPROXIMATELY 6 +/-  ACRES 
BEING ON TAX MAP & PARCELS 
14-23, 23A, 46 & 46A.
THE PETITIONER HAS INITIATED 
A REZONE REQUEST FROM R2 
(SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) 
TO CH (HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL).
A PUBLIC HEARING WILL 
BE HELD BY THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ON THE:
27TH DAY OF APRIL, 2021 AT 
7:00PM
A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE 
HEARD BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS ON THE:
18TH DAY OF MAY, 2021 AT 7:30 
PM
BOTH MEETINGS WILL BE 
HELD IN THE NEWTON COUNTY 
HISTORIC COURTHOUSE, 3RD 
FLOOR BOARDROOM. THOSE 
HAVING CONCERNS ABOUT THIS 
PETITION SHOULD ATTEND THE 
MEETINGS.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200170
4/11

SỞ CÁC Vấn Đề Cộng Đồng Tiểu 
Bang Georgia (Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs, DCA) hôm nay 
thông báo rằng thời gian nộp đơn đăng 
ký sơ bộ vào danh sách chờ của chương 
trình Phiếu Lựa Chọn Nhà Ở (Housing 
Choice Voucher, HCV) hay Mục 8, sẽ 
được mở từ ngày 22 đến ngày 26 tháng 
4 năm 2021 thông qua một hệ thống 
trực tuyến.
CHƯƠNG TRÌNH phiếu mua hàng 
này cung cấp trợ cấp tiền thuê nhà để 
hỗ trợ cho các cá nhân và gia đình có 
thu nhập cực thấp và thấp thuê nhà ở an 
toàn, tươm tất và giá phải chăng trên thị 
trường cho thuê nhà tư nhân trên khắp 
khu vực thẩm quyền của DCA gồm 149 
hạt ở Georgia. Trợ cấp được trao cho 
những gia đình hội đủ điều kiện được 
lựa chọn từ danh sách chờ. Tính đủ điều 
kiện cho chương trình dựa trên một số 
yếu tố bao gồm thu nhập của gia đình 
và tư cách công dân đủ điều kiện.
DCA SẼ chấp nhận các đơn đăng ký 
sơ bộ cho chương trình HCV bắt đầu từ 
Thứ Năm, ngày 22 tháng 4, lúc 12:01 
sáng đến thứ Hai, ngày 26 tháng 4, lúc 
11:59 tối cho tất cả 149 hạt mà cơ quan 
này phục vụ. 10 hạt còn lại ở Georgia sẽ 
được cơ quan quản lý nhà ở địa phương 
của họ phục vụ. Có thể tìm thấy danh 
sách đầy đủ các hạt và thành phố mà 
tại đó DCA quản lý chương trình HCV 
tại https://www.dca.ga.gov/node/2167/
documents/2085.
ĐƠN ĐĂNG ký sẽ chỉ được chấp nhận 
dưới dạng điện tử thông qua hệ thống 
trực tuyến. Bắt đầu từ ngày 22 tháng 
4, người nộp đơn có thể đăng nhập để 
nộp đơn đăng ký vào danh sách chờ tại 
www.applygadca.com. Ứng dụng này 
có sẵn bằng tiếng Anh, tiếng Hàn, tiếng 
Quan Thoại, tiếng Tây Ban Nha và 
tiếng Việt. Những người nộp đơn có yêu 
cầu hỗ trợ trong việc hoàn thành đơn 
đăng ký sơ bộ hoặc cần một điều chỉnh 
vì lý do khuyết tật có thể gửi email cho 

DCA theo địa chỉ applygadca@dca.
ga.gov hoặc họ có thể gọi đến đường 
dây điện thoại hỗ trợ đăng ký, hoạt 
động vào ngày 22, 23 và 26 tháng 4 từ 
8 giờ sáng cho đến 4:30 chiều, theo số 
1-888-858-6085, chọn tùy chọn 2.  Yêu 
cầu phải được thực hiện trong thời gian 
chấp nhận đơn đăng ký từ ngày 22 đến 
ngày 26 tháng 4 năm 2021. Thông tin 
về tiến trình đăng ký danh sách chờ có 
sẵn tại 855-741-5177.
CÁC ĐẠI diện của Phòng Hỗ Trợ Gia 
Cư của DCA nói rằng việc nộp đơn 
vào ngày đầu tiên, ngày 22 tháng 4, sẽ 
không có lợi thế gì. Tất cả các đơn đăng 
ký sơ bộ sẽ được tham gia chương trình 
bốc thăm ngẫu nhiên để xác định thứ 
hạng của các đơn đăng ký sơ bộ vào 
danh sách chờ. Không phải tất cả các 
đơn đăng ký sơ bộ đều sẽ được đưa vào 
danh sách chờ sau khi rút thăm.
ĐƠN ĐĂNG ký sơ bộ trùng lặp sẽ 
không được chấp nhận. Bất kỳ đơn 
đăng ký trùng lặp nào có cùng các 
thành viên trong gia đình được liệt kê 
sẽ bị bỏ đi. Tất cả các đơn đăng ký phải 
được điền đầy đủ thông tin bao gồm số 
an sinh xã hội và ngày sinh chính xác 
của mỗi thành viên trong gia đình, kể cả 
trẻ vị thành niên.
DCA KHÔNG tính phí nộp đơn đăng 
ký và khuyến cáo người nộp đơn nên 
cẩn thận với bất kỳ trang web hoặc 
công ty nào tuyên bố rằng họ thu phí 
thay mặt cho DCA.
ĐỂ BIẾT thêm thông tin về chương 
trình Phiếu Lựa Chọn Nhà Ở của DCA, 
hãy truy cập https://www.dca.ga.gov/
safe-affordable-housing/rental-housing-
assistance/housing-choice-voucher-
program-formerly-known
THÔNG TIN về Sở Các Vấn Đề Cộng 
Đồng Tiểu Bang Georgia:
S CÁC Vấn Đề Cộng Đồng Tiểu Bang 
Georgia (DCA) hợp tác với các cộng 
đồng để tạo ra một môi trường thúc 
đẩy sự thành công cho các gia đình và 
doanh nghiệp của Georgia thông qua 
việc phát triển cộng đồng và kinh tế, 
sự hỗ trợ của chính quyền địa phương 
và nhà ở an toàn và giá phải chăng. Sử 
dụng các nguồn lực của tiểu bang và 
liên bang, DCA giúp đỡ các cộng đồng 
thúc đẩy tạo ra việc làm tư nhân, thực 
hiện quy hoạch, phát triển các khu vực 
trung tâm, tạo ra các giải pháp nhà ở giá 
phải chăng và thúc đẩy hoạt động tình 
nguyện. DCA cũng giúp những cư dân 
Georgia hội đủ điều kiện có thu nhập 
thấp và trung bình mua nhà, thuê nhà 
và ngăn chặn tình trạng tịch thu nhà thế 
chấp và tình trạng vô gia cư. Để biết 
thêm thông tin, hãy truy cập www.dca.
ga.gov . 

PUBLIC NOTICE #200179
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THE GEORGIA Department 
of Community Affairs (DCA) 
announced today that the Housing 
Choice Voucher (HCV) program, or 
Section 8, waiting list preliminary 
application period will be open 
April 22-26, 2021 through an online 
system.
THE VOUCHER program provides 
a rental subsidy to assist extremely 
low and low-income individuals and 
families in renting safe, decent, 
and affordable housing in the 
private rental market throughout 
DCA’s jurisdiction of 149 counties 
in Georgia. The subsidy is given to 
eligible families who are selected 
from the wait list. Eligibility for the 
program is based on several factors 
including the family’s income and 

eligible citizenship status.
DCA WILL accept preliminary 
applications for the HCV program 
beginning Thursday, April 22, at 
12:01 a.m. through Monday, April 
26, at 11:59 p.m. for all 149 of the 
counties it serves. The remaining 
10 counties in Georgia are served 
by their local housing authorities. 
Complete lists of the counties and 
cities in which DCA administers 
the HCV program can be found at 
https://www.dca.ga.gov/node/2167/
documents/2085.
APPLICATIONS WILL only be 
accepted electronically through an 
online system. Beginning April 22, 
applicants may log on to the wait 
list application at www.applygadca.
com. The application is available 
in English, Korean, Mandarin, 
Spanish and Vietnamese. Applicants 
requiring assistance in completing 
the preliminary application or 
an accommodation because of 
a disability may email DCA at 
applygadca@dca.ga.gov or they 
may call an application assistance 
phone line, which will be available 
April 22, 23 and 26 from 8 a.m. 
until 4:30 p.m., at 1-888-858-6085, 
select option 2.  Requests must 
be made during the application 
acceptance period of April 22-26, 
2021. Information regarding the wait 
list application process is available 
at 855-741-5177.
DCA’S HOUSING Assistance 
Division representatives say there 
is no advantage to applying on the 
first day, April 22. All preliminary 
applications will be entered into a 
lottery, and a random drawing will 
be held to determine the ranking 
of the preliminary applications on 
the waiting list. Not all preliminary 
applications will result in placement 
on the wait list after the lottery 
drawing.
NO DUPLICATE preliminary 
applications will be accepted. Any 
duplicate applications with the same 
household members listed will be 
removed. All applications must be 
complete including correct social 
security numbers and dates of birth 
for each family member, including 
minors.
DCA DOES not charge for an 
application and advises applicants 
to beware of any website or 
company that states that it charges 
on behalf of DCA.
FOR MORE information about 
DCA’s Housing Choice Voucher 
program, visit https://www.dca.
ga.gov/safe-affordable-housing/
rental-housing-assistance/housing-
choice-voucher-program-formerly-
known
ABOUT THE Georgia Department 
of Community Affairs:
THE GEORGIA Department of 
Community Affairs (DCA) partners 
with communities to create a climate 
of success for Georgia’s families 
and businesses through community 
and economic development, local 
government assistance, and safe 
and affordable housing. Using 
state and federal resources, DCA 
helps communities spur private 
job creation, implement planning, 
develop downtowns, generate 
affordable housing solutions, and 
promote volunteerism. DCA also 
helps qualified low- and moderate-
income Georgians buy homes, rent 

housing, and prevent foreclosure 
and homelessness. For more 
information, www.dca.ga.gov. 
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THE NEXT meeting of the Newton 
County Board of Health will be 
Thursday, April 22, 2021, at 8:00 
AM via teleconference. The meeting 
is open to the public.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200152
4/11

VARIANCE: PAV21-0002:
REQUESTING REDUCTION of 
setbacks as follows: Five (5’) feet 
on all three (3) sides of TMP# 
C025-005-001 to provide on-site 
laundry services; Allow for a zero (o) 
setback on eastern property line to 
provide 10x10 to 12x12 decks and 
a variance from 80% impervious 
surface to 85% on both parcels to 
provide additional off-street parking.  

PARCELS AFFECTED BY 
PROPOSAL: 4104 WEST ST.
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C037 
0003 004  3236 WEST ST. Tax Map 
Parcel Number:  C025 0005 001
OWNER:  R5 Holdings, LLC
APPLICANT:  JARED Rutberg

PUBLIC NOTICE #200174
4/11

오늘 조지아 지역사회부(DCA)는 
주택 선택 바우처(HCV) 프로그램 
또는 섹션 8의 대기자 예비 신청 
기간이 온라인 시스템을 통해 
2021년 4월 22일부터 26일까지 
열린다고 발표했다.
바우처 프로그램은 조지아주 149
개 카운티에 있는 DCA 관할지역 
전체에 걸쳐 개인 임대 시장에서 
안전하고, 품격 있고, 저렴한 주택을 
임대하는 극저소득층 개인과 가족을 
지원하기 위한 임대 보조금을 
제공한다. 보조금은 대기자 
명단에서 선택된 적격 가족에게 
지급된다. 프로그램 참여 자격은 
가족의 소득과 자격 있는 시민권 
상태 등 여러 요소를 기반으로 
정해진다.
DCA는 4월 22일 목요일 오전 12
시 01분부터 4월 26일 월요일 
오후 11시 59분까지 모든 149개 
카운티에 대한 HCV 프로그램 예비 
신청을 수락할 것이다. 조지아의 
나머지 10개 카운티는 현지 주택 
당국에 의해 제공된다. HCV 
프로그램을 DCA가 관리하는 카운티 
및 도시의 전체 목록은 https://
www.dca.ga.gov/node/2167/
documents/2085에서 찾아볼 수 
있다.
신청은 온라인 시스템을 통해서만 
전자적으로 접수된다. 신청자는 4월 
22일부터 www.applygadca.com
에서 대기자 명단에 로그인할 수 
있다. 신청은 영어, 한국어, 중국어, 
스페인어, 베트남어로 제공된다. 
장애로 인해 예비 신청 완료 또는 
주거에 도움이 필요한 신청자는 
DCA에 이메일(applygadca@dca.
ga.gov)을 보내거나 신청 지원 전화 
라인(1-888-858-6085, 옵션 2 
선택)으로 전화할 수 있다. 4월 22
일, 23일, 26일 오전 8시부터 오후 
4시 30분까지 이용할 수 있다. 신청 
수락 기간인 2021년 4월 22일~26
일 안에 요청해야 한다. 대기자 명단 
신청 절차에 관한 정보는 855-
741-5177에서 확인할 수 있다.
DCA의 주택 지원 부서 담당자는 4
월 22일 첫째 날에 신청해도 이점이 

없다고 말한다. 모든 예비 신청서는 
추첨에 응모되며, 대기자 명단에서 
예비 신청서의 순위를 결정하기 
위해 무작위 추첨이 진행된다. 
모든 예비 신청서가 추첨이 끝난 
후 대기자 명단에 배치되는 것은 
아니다.
중복 예비 신청은 허용되지 않는다. 
동일한 가구 구성원이 등록된 중복 
신청은 삭제된다. 모든 신청서는 
미성년자를 포함하여 각 가족 
구성원의 올바른 사회보장번호 및 
생년월일을 포함하여 완료되어야 
한다.
DCA는 신청 비용을 청구하지 
않으며 DCA를 대신하여 비용을 
청구한다고 명시한 웹사이트 또는 
회사를 조심하라고 조언한다.
사이트(https://www.dca.ga.gov/
safe-affordable-housing/rental-
housing-assistance/housing-
choice-voucher-program-formerly-
known)를 방문하여 DCA의 주택 
선택 바우처 프로그램에 대한 
자세한 내용을 알아볼 수 있다.
조지아 지역사회부 소개:
조지아 지역사회부(DCA)는 
지역사회 및 경제 개발, 지방 정부 
지원, 안전하고 저렴한 주택을 통해 
조지아의 가족과 기업이 성공할 
수 있는 분위기를 조성하기 위해 
지역사회와 파트너십을 맺고 있다. 
DCA는 주 및 연방 자원을 사용하여 
지역사회가 민간 일자리 창출에 
박차를 가하고, 계획을 실행하며, 
도심을 개발하고, 저렴한 주택 
솔루션을 생성하며, 자원봉사를 
장려할 수 있도록 지원한다. DCA
는 또한 자격을 갖춘 저소득층과 
중산층 조지아 주민들의 주택을 
구입, 주택을 임대, 압류 및 노숙을 
방지를 돕는다. 다음 사이트 (www.
dca.ga.gov)에서 자세한 내용을 
알아볼 수 있다. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #200177
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PUBLIC NOTICE #200180
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Public Sales Auctions
NOTICE IS Hereby Given that 
the undersigned intends to sell 
the personal property described 
below to enforce a lien imposed 
on said property pursuant to the 
Georgia Self-Storage Facility Act, 
Georgia Code Section 10-4-210 
to 10-4-215.  The undersigned 
will sell by competitive online 
bidding beginning Wednesday, 
April 14th, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. at 
www.storageauctions.com.  Online 
bidding will end on Tuesday, 
April 20th, 2021 at 3:30PM. 

UNIT 096 Robert Morreira; 
Door w/frame, Vacuum, 
tools, luggage, dresser
UNIT 103 Arkeria Dyer; couch, 
tv, luggage, kitchenware, boxes, 
tools, bedding, ac unit, golf clubs
UNIT 174 Pamela Hicks-Gude; 
TV, dresser, totes, bed, 
computer monitor, baby items
UNIT 182 Wash Smith; 
clothing, mattresses, toys, 
box springs, dressers, bags
UNIT 372 Jarvis Crutchfield; 
mattresses, dressers, huge 
television, coffee table, 
clothing, antique stereo system
UNIT 431 Sheila Cullins; outdoor 
furniture, bed set, mattress, table, 
nightstand, couch, china cabinet
UNIT 463 Kedarius Malcom; 
Recliner, TV, dresser, nightstand, 
headboard, totes, bags
UNIT 468 Mary Snyder; Washer, 
clothing, dresser, air mattress, 
printer, artwork, tent, totes
UNIT 482 Elisa Daniels; mattresses, 
table, chairs, frames, bags, 
boxes, toys, kitchenware, clothing 

PURCHASE MUST be paid for 
on the day of the auction with 
cash and valid ID at the location 
of the unit.  All items are sold as 
is and must be removed from 
the property within 72 hours, 
unless otherwise approved by the 
Manager, after the time of the sale.  
Sale is subject to cancellation in 
the event of a settlement between 
the owner and the obligated party.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200148
4/4, 11
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For the times your health matters most, Northside is there to guide you. Each year, we 
diagnose and treat more new cases of cancer than any other community health system 
in Georgia. That expertise, backed by the power of the Northside Network, gives you 
access to advanced treatment options and personalized, compassionate cancer care. 
Northside Hospital Cancer Institute is a national leader with expertise across all cancer 
types, right in your backyard.

Visit builttobeatcancer.com to learn more.

  

GEORGIA’S LARGEST
COMMUNITY
CANCER NETWORK
is in Your Neighborhood

STAFF REPORTS
news@covnews.com

ATLANTA — The 
Georgia Department 
of Economic Devel-
opment Wednesday, 
April 7, announced 
that Bridgestone Golf 
in Newton County is 
officially a Georgia 
Made-certified compa-
ny. 

World-class players 
like Tiger Woods, Fred 
Couples, Georgia’s 
own Matt Kuchar, Lexi 
Thompson, and Bryson 
DeChambeau represent 
Bridgestone Golf prod-
ucts, such as golf balls, 
clubs, bags, and other 
accessories. 

The company set a 
new record for sales 
during the first quarter 
of 2021.

“We’re proud that 
Bridgestone Golf has 
joined our ‘Georgia 
Made’ family of com-
panies. This designa-
tion is a sign of pride 
in our state and the 
benefits of the rela-
tionship our manufac-
turers enjoy with the 
state of Georgia,” said 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Global Commerce 
Scott McMurray of the 
Georgia Department 
of Economic Develop-
ment. 

“The Masters tourna-
ment has always played 
a special role in our 
mission, putting Geor-
gia’s brand on a world 
stage, so the timing 
couldn’t be better with 
Bridgestone officially 
coming on board.”

As part of the “Geor-
gia Made” family, 
Bridgestone Golf is 
highlighted in state 

marketing efforts, in-
cluding digital adver-
tisements emphasizing 
the state’s selling points 
and the benefits of 
Georgia Made certifi-
cation.

The company also 
hosted Site Selection 
magazine’s announce-
ment that Georgia 
earned the “No. 1 State 

for Business” designa-
tion for the eighth year 
in a row at their head-
quarters in Covington 
in November 2020.

Additionally, Bridge-
stone Golf is featured 
in a group of “success 
stories” sharing the 
unique experiences 
of key Georgia Made 
companies in the state.

The Bridgestone story 
underscores how Geor-
gia’s approach to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
benefitted Bridgestone 
at a time when similar 
companies in other 
states were required to 
remain closed.

Golf balls and equip-
ment surged as the 
popularity of outdoor 

activities increased 
during the global pan-
demic. As a result, sales 
surged, and Bridge-
stone was compelled to 
increase its production 
capacity to 30% and 
workforce by 20% to 
satisfy strong consumer 
demand.

“On top of a very 
strong recovery in 

2020, we’re seeing the 
same strong momentum 
in 2021,” said Bridge-
stone Golf USA CEO 
Dan Murphy. “As a 
matter of fact, we just 
finished the first quarter 
and set a new record for 
company sales in that 
time period.”

In the story, “Georgia 
and Social Distancing 
Tee Up Golf Boom 
for Bridgestone Golf 
USA,” Murphy de-
scribes the advantages 
of being in a productive 
business environment 
that required safety 
protocols, but allowed 
businesses to re-open 
earlier than other states.

Murphy also ex-
plained why he felt the 
Georgia Made program 
is beneficial to the 
company.

“Lots of golf is 
played in the Southeast 
and being able to say 
our golf balls are ‘made 
here and played here’ 
is a big point of pride 
for us. The program 
supports our goal of 
being considered Geor-
gia’s hometown golf 
company and will tell 
that story in our retail 
store displays,” Murphy 
stated.

“We believe it will 
help us be successful 
as well as promote our 
brand.”

Details about Bridge-
stone’s work with Geor-
gia Piedmont Technical 
College, the Covington/
Newton Chamber of 
Commerce, and GD-
EcD are also featured 
in the story.

Bridgestone Golf certified as ‘Georgia Made’

File | Taylor Beck | The Covington News
Gov. Brian Kemp (left) bumps fists with Bridgestone Golf President and CEO Dan Murphy on Nov. 12, 2020, in Coving-
ton, after Kemp was gifted a personalized golf bag to celebrate Georgia being ranked No. 1 for doing business for an 
eighth straight year. Bridgestone Golf is now officially a Georgia Made-certified company.
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