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Covington awarded 
2024 Visionary City award

CPD presents top awards
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EVAN NEWTON | NEWS EDITOR

NEWTON COUNTY – When superintendent Dr. Duke 
Bradley III first took office, he wanted to “manifest the 
hopes, dreams and aspirations of the community.” 

Continuing with the goal to fulfill that statement, 
Bradley released his 90-day report at the Feb. 27 New-
ton County Board of Education meeting (NCBOE).

The 25-page report encapsulates a number of ob-
servations that Bradley has witnessed through his first 
few months as superintendent, with focus areas on 
academics, operations and culture and engagement. 
All of which hold the hopes to reinforce the themes of 
“unity, engagement and visibility.”

But before diving into the specifics of each area, 
Bradley wanted to commemorate the work that the 
NCSS has already done.

“Before I share my findings, please allow me to 
say that it is important to note that Newton County 
schools is built upon a strong foundation of success 
and achievement, which I am proud to be a part of,” 
Bradley said.

Academics

When discussing academics, Bradley highlighted 
the persistent literacy gaps that exist within the school 
system.

Data configured from the report showed that litera-
cy rates were particularly low in grades 3, 5 and 8. All 
figures were below the average for the state of Georgia.

While Bradley stated that there is no 
one fix to the issue – as it persists state-
wide – he recommended to the board 
that steps should be put in place to fo-
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Newton County 
hires Royce Turner 

as new fire chief

Bradley releases 90-day report

STAFF REPORT 
THE NEWS

At Covington 
Police De-
partment’s 

2023 annual awards 
ceremony on Feb. 
20, the Medal of Val-
or and Police Star 
were presented. 

Receiving the Med-
al of Valor was pre-
sented to officer Ra-
shad Rivers after his 
call to serve and pro-
tect resulted in be-
ing shot on May 23, 
2023. He worked to 
safely remove two ci-
vilians, one of which 
was a child, from a 
dangerous domestic 
dispute. 

The Medal of Valor 
is the highest award 
issued by the Cov-
ington Police De-
partment (CPD). It 
is reserved for an of-
ficer who faces seri-

ous bodily injury or 
death in the line of 
duty. 

Rivers as well as 
officer Michael Ward 
were presented the 
Police Star, too. 

They received the 
honor for their acts 
of heroism directly 
related to the events 
of May 23, 2023. 
Rivers used his own 
training to react to 
the situation and 
save the lives of a 
mother child — as 

well as himself — un-
til backup could ar-
rive. 

Rivers incurred a 
gunshot wound to 
his face during this 
encounter. 

Ward arrived upon 
the scene and helped 
save Rivers’ life as 
well as secure the re-
moval of Rivers and 
the mother and child 
from the area. 

CPD 
chief 
Philip 

EVAN NEWTON | NEWS EDITOR

NEWTON COUNTY – After several months 
of searching, Newton County has officially 
named Royce Turner as its next fire chief.

Turner comes to Newton County from 
the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department. He 
spent 26 years with the de-
partment and most recent-
ly served as deputy chief of 
emergency medical services 

BRADLEY
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Photo via the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department website

Photo via city of Covington Facebook

Photo via CPD

Dr. Duke Bradley III gives remarks at the first  community 
listening session on Dec. 14, 2023, at Clements Middle 
School. | Phillip B. Hubbard, The Covington News
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Keep Newton Beautiful receives 
Governor’s Circle recognition 

STAFF REPORT
THE NEWS

Keep Newton Beautiful recently 
received a 2023 Governor’s Cir-
cle Award at the Georgia State 

Capitol for its outstanding achieve-
ments in community beautification 
and environmental sustainability. 

The Keep Georgia Beautiful Foun-
dation (KGBF) presented the award in 
recognition of exemplary performance 
in litter reduction, waste minimization 
and community greening.

“We believe everyone deserves to live 
in a clean, green, and beautiful envi-
ronment,” said Natalie Johnston-Rus-
sell, executive director of the KGBF. 
“The recipients of this award have made 
a tremendous effort to achieve that vi-
sion, and we’re thrilled to recognize 
their achievements.”

To qualify for the Governor’s Circle 
Award, affiliates must be certified and 
in good standing with Keep America 
Beautiful (KAB), the national nonprofit 
that oversees state and local program-
ming. Additionally, the affiliate must be 
an active member of the KGBF network. 
Certified KAB affiliates are required to 
“effect meaningful, positive and lasting 
change” by directly addressing com-
munity needs in the areas of litter pre-

vention, recycling, waste reduction and 
beautification.

In 2023, KNB coordinated local Great 
American Cleanup, Rivers Alive and 
Adopt-a-Mile events with participants 
from 77 different school, church, club 
and neighborhood groups donating 
over 6,500 hours to pick up roadside lit-
ter across all jurisdictions and zip codes 
in Newton County. 

In addition, 120 volunteers helped 
provide environmental education pro-
grams for 8393 students and commu-
nity participants at 25 different venues. 
KNB staff also completed a multi-juris-
dictional 2024 WaterFirst program re-
newal application package and sent it 
to the Georgia Environmental Finance 
Authority (GEFA) for Newton County, 
Newton County Water & Sewerage Au-
thority, the cities of Covington, Mans-
field, Oxford,  Porterdale and the Town 
of Newborn.

“Keep Newton Beautiful appreciates 
the 2023 Governor’s Circle Award rec-
ognition. We have phenomenal spon-
sors, volunteers, and participants who 
work to make our community pro-
grams successful. This award recogniz-
es and reflects their time, efforts, and 
achievements,” said Laurie Riley, KNB 
manager.

CPD
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T he city of Covington has 
received the 2024 Vision-
ary City Award from the 

Georgia Municipal Association 
and Georgia Trend Magazine. 
This prestigious award recog-
nizes Covington’s outstanding 
community engagement efforts 
and initiatives that have great-
ly contributed to the city ’s vi-
brant cultural landscape and 
inclusive community spirit. 

Selected in the Medium Cities 
Category, Covington’s achieve-
ments include a range of com-
munity events and programs 
that celebrate diversity and 
inclusivity, such as the popu-
lar Cinco de Mayo celebration, 
the Juneteenth parade and a 
special Black History Month 
exhibit. These initiatives re-
flect Covington’s commitment 
to maintaining its small-town 
charm while adapting to growth 
and increased tourism.

Larry Hanson, CEO and Ex-
ecutive Director of GMA , said, 
“The Visionary City Awards 
honor cities like Covington 
that effectively blend commu-
nity engagement with cultural 
celebration. Covington’s ef-
forts exemplify how cities can 
maintain their unique charac-
ter while fostering an inclusive 
and welcoming environment 
for all.” 

Community Development Di-
rector Ken Malcom accepted 
the award at the GMA’s Cities 
United Summit held in Atlanta. 

“I was so honored to represent 
my outstanding team and the 
entire city of Covington family 
by accepting the 2024 Vision-
ary City Award from the Geor-
gia Municipal Association and 
Georgia Trend Magazine. Rec-
ognizing the growing changes 
to the City, elected officials and 
city management sought to de-
velop a long-term comprehen-
sive plan for Covington for the 
next five years,” Malcom said. 
“As part of this plan developed 
in 2022, two goals for the city ’s 
Community Development De-
partment, which was formed in 
2020, were ‘encourage citizen 
participation in all government 
activities, events, and initia-
tives’ and ‘celebrate the entire 
community by embracing di-
versity and inclusion.’ Formed 

out of a desire to continue the 
revival of the town square and 
promote community engage-
ment, the department took this 
goal as a challenge and greatly 
exceeded expectations. In the 
previous year of 2022, the city 
hosted 43 community partic-
ipatory events for citizens. In 
2023, that number increased to 
78. In the span of one calendar 
year, the department saw an 81 
percent increase in activities 
largely due to the investment 
of our Mayor and Council, our 
community partnerships, and 
the dedication of our Commu-
nity Development team mem-
bers. The 2023 Lighting of the 
Square, a project with our com-
munity partner The Arts Asso-
ciation of Newton County, saw a 
record crowd of 19,000 people. 
It is estimated that 70 percent 
of the attendees were local. 
These events were designed to 
reach the entire community. By 
working with local stakehold-
ers to develop programs for 
minority community members 
including Hispanic and Black 
cultural heritage events as well 
as expanding activities such as 
the Farmer’s Market and Sum-
mer Concert Series, we con-
tinue to grow the scope of our 
reach and inclusivity. Wheth-
er it is enjoying glow-golf on 
our town square or taking in 
a concert at Legion Field, we 
are proud that Covington is an 
incredible place to find your 
community.” 

Mayor Fleeta Baggett shared 
her thoughts on the city receiv-
ing this recognition. 

“We are fortunate to have a 
Community Development team 
that has focused on events that 
foster a sense of community, 
family and inclusion. The ef-
forts of our city to organize 
these community programs and 
events has been driven primar-
ily from the resources provided 
through our thriving tourism,” 
Baggett said. “These events al-
low the city of Covington to 
maintain our small town feel as 
we continue to grow and wel-
come new residents and guests. 
With the continued support of 
our local citizens, businesses 
and guests, we will continue to 
expand these wonderful pro-
grams in the future.” 

Brad-
ford 
gave 

Rivers the opportu-
nity to present Ward 
with his police star in 
a unique presentation 
at the awards ceremo-
ny.

Georgia governor 
Brian Kemp recorded 
a special video mes-
sage for both officers, 
too. 

“Our team is proud 
of the courage exem-
plified by officer Riv-
ers and officer Ward 
and we are grateful 
that officer Rivers 
has recovered and re-
turned to full time 
duty,” a CPD Facebook 
post read. “Congratu-
lations gentlemen and 
thank you for your 
service and bravery.” 

(EMS).

Turner officially 
begins his new role 
on March 25.

County manager 
Harold Cooper ex-
pressed his excite-
ment about the hire 
via a Newton County 
press release.

“I am ecstatic 
about the hire of 
chief Royce Turner,” 
Cooper said. “He has 
experience and ex-
pertise in every as-
pect of fire services. 
Chief Turner can 
share his insight and 
expertise to empow-
er the men and wom-
en of Newton County 
Fire Services. Chief 
Turner is committed 
to serve and he is an 
expert in the field of 
fire services. These 
qualities and other 
attributes made him 
the clear choice for 
the job.”

According to a bi-
ography on the At-
lanta Fire Rescue 
Department website, 
Turner earned a de-
gree in mass commu-
nications from Mor-
ris Brown College as 

well as a bachelor’s 
in science from Co-
lumbia Southern 
University.

A press release also 
stated that Turner 
holds a master’s de-
gree in public safe-
ty administration. 
He also holds sever-
al designations and 
certifications from 
the executive fire 
officer program, the 
Georgia Emergen-
cy Medical Services 
(GEMS) leadership 
program and the ex-
ecutive development 
institute program.

The role of fire 
chief was previous-
ly filled by Michael 
Conner, who was 
terminated in No-
vember 2023. Since 
then the role of fire 
chief has been filled 
on a “rotating basis,” 
per Newton County 
public information 
officer Bryan Fazio 
in January. 

Now as permanent 
fire chief, Turner 
will lead a depart-
ment of 177 employ-
ees, including 146 
on-shift firefighters.

Cooper commend-
ed the profession-

alism shown by the 
entire Newton Coun-
ty fire department 
during its transi-
tional period, while 
also sharing his en-
thusiasm toward the 
future.

“We have a resil-
ient fire depart-
ment here in Newton 
County, as evident by 
the professionalism 
displayed during the 
past four months,” 
Cooper said via a 
press release. “I am 
grateful to all our 
employees, and I 
would be remiss if 
I did not acknowl-
edge the leadership 
of chiefs Brad Staff, 
Kregg Lumpkin and 
Darryl Mosley during 
this period of transi-
tion. “The diligence, 
vigilance and ded-
ication of our staff, 
paired with chief 
Turner’s leadership, 
will elevate Newton 
County Fire Services 
to new heights.”

This is an ongoing 
story and The News 
will update this story 
as more information is 
available.

Covington awarded 
2024 Visionary City award

Contributed Photo
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cus on literacy instruc-
tion, streamline aca-
demic resources and 
identify instructional 

practices. 
Keeping in line with academics, 

Bradley identified some of the achieve-
ment gaps in the district. 

The achievement gap data showed 
English language arts (ELA) and math 
scores from demographics across the 
district. With the presentation slide 
stating, “We have work to do,” Bradley 
clarified what these social gaps are. 

“In short our Black and special educa-
tion students are categorically outper-
formed by white students across most 
subject areas and grade levels,” Bradley 
said.

Next, Bradley highlighted the dif-
ferent findings of balanced academ-
ic progress with data from Advanced 
Placement (AP), dual-enrollment and 
gifted students.

Data showed that 25.7 percent of 
Newton County students were enrolled 
in at least once AP course. When com-
pared against four counties with similar 
size and demographics, this was in the 
middle of the five districts.

A total of 10.86 percent students were 
identified as gifted, with no corre-
sponding data from other counties.

However, dual-enrollment was the 
weakest point of the three, with 18.79 
percent of Newton County students 
enrolled in one or more college courses 
as part of dual-enrollment. When com-
pared to other counties, Newton Coun-
ty was the second lowest of five, with 
Houston County at the highest with 74 
percent of students enrolled in one or 
more dual-enrollment courses.

Bradley told The Covington News that 74 
percent “tells us it’s possible” to get stu-
dents involved in dual-enrollment, but 
that there are institutional barriers that 
exist. This was seconded during his pre-
sentation on Tuesday.

“Considered together, the district 
provides access to a variety of advanced 
courses and specialized programs,” 
Bradley said. “However, the extent to 
which students can access these cours-
es and programs is informed by sever-
al barriers that have a limiting effect; 
among those include program design, 
teacher credentials, scheduling chal-
lenges, course/program entry criteria 
and transportation.”

Operations

Next, Bradley discussed his findings 
on operations, which were extensive 
in wanting to create synergy among the 
district.

His findings showed that precision 
planning is important, and that “there 
is opportunity to establish more explicit 
alignment” between functions within 
the district.

Additionally, Bradley stated that the 
district lacks several key positions that 
harms the effectiveness within the dis-
trict.

“There are multiple examples where 
individuals who take on critically im-
portant rules do so without the benefit 
of a capable designee,” Bradley said. “As 
you can imagine the absence of strategic 
redundancies creates significant orga-
nizational risk.”

Bradley told The Covington News that the 
district needs to look at other districts 
to see what works for them. Once they 
compile that data, the system should 
create “one customizable strategy” that 
works for Newton County Schools.

Recommendations were made to con-
duct a compensation and classification 
study, exploring the district’s readiness 
to purchase an Enterprise Resourcing 
plan, provide regular reporting and 
clarify certain roles and corresponding 
job responsibilities. 

Culture and Engagement

Of the three main areas, culture and 
engagement was among the strengths.

A survey in the report showed that 
out of 1,165 participants, 36 percent of 
respondents were “very satisfied” with 
Newton County Schools’ communica-
tion efforts. A total of 42 percent of re-
spondents were listed as “satisfied.”

Also cited were the various listening 
sessions that were conducted by Bradley 
with one participants’ feedback stating 
the district keeps them “well informed,” 
but that “more consistency is needed” 
in their communication efforts.

Listed as recommendations were an 
exploration in communication out-
reach, a clarification of communication 
expectations and a clear social media 
strategy that can align Newton County 
Schools with one common brand.

However, Bradley highlighted com-
munications as a strong point.

“In short, I found that district com-
munications is a clear strength verified 
through both quantitative measure and 
direct stakeholder feedback,” Bradley 
said.

Final Comments

Bradley concluded the presentation 
by reading a letter highlighting his first 
90 days in office.

Accompanying the letter, Bradley said 
the district can build on a foundation 
of excellence and that Newton County 
Schools can become a model school dis-
trict.

“I submit to you that we can become 
the fastest improving school district in 
all the state of Georgia,” Bradley said.

Following the presentation, all five 
members of the board spoke with a 
clear vision of unity.

Vice-chair Shakila Henderson-Baker 
said that during the interview process 
that Bradley stuck out to him as the 
“community focus” candidate. Hender-

son-Baker also appreciated the trans-
parency of Bradley and said it was a tes-
tament to his leadership.

“The truth is we’re not performing 
where we should but that takes a real, 
hard leader who is dedicated to improv-
ing those things to iron out those truths 
to the community, to the board and to 
the staff,” Henderson-Baker said. “Be-
cause if you don’t iron that out we sit 
here thinking we’re operating great and 
that we’re all good. The reality is we’re 
not where we would like to be, so we 
needed to hear that.”

District 1 representative Trey Bailey 
said he appreciated the thorough report 
and said that Bradley was the right man 
for the job.

“You have proven just with the work 
you’ve done thus far in 90 days, you’ve 
proven you’re the right candidate,” Trey 
said. “I think you’ve proven to this board 
and proven to our community that our 
best days are ahead.”

District 2 representative Eddie John-
son highlighted the difficulties of 
choosing the new superintendent, but 
said that the right choice was made.

“It was a very challenging job. A dif-
ficult one… We could not have made a 
better choice,” Johnson said. 

District 4 representative Anderson 
Bailey echoed the sentiment of the 
board while sharing a humorous story 
from Bradley’s interview

“When you [Bradley] came back for 
the second round you let me know then 
‘I’m ready to work’ because you came 
without a jacket,” Anderson said.

Board chair Abigail Coggin agreed 
with the rest of the board.

“Yes we’ve got a challenge before us 
but I think we are ready to take it on and 
we’ve got the people in place,” Coggin 
said. “I’m excited for the future of New-
ton County Schools.”

BRADLEY
CONT. FROM A1



Week seven under the Gold 
Dome has concluded, and 
we’re swiftly approach-

ing an important milestone known 
as “Crossover Day” on February 29. 
This marks the deadline for all bills 
to pass through their originating 
chamber, commonly referred to as 
the house of origin. Our advocacy for 
Georgians has yielded significant ac-
complishments, including property 
tax relief, tort reform, reduction of 
regulatory burdens, enhancements 
in public safety, and much more. I 
extend my heartfelt gratitude to my 
Senate colleagues, particularly those 
within the majority caucus, for their 
unwavering dedication to advancing 
legislation on behalf of all Georgians.

As a member of the Senate Repub-
lican Caucus, I’m delighted to an-
nounce the successful passage of all 
priority bills of the majority caucus 
out of the Senate, highlighted by the 
approval of Senate Bill 449. This bill, 
aimed at exempting certain military 
medical personnel from examina-
tion requirements, eliminates un-
necessary bureaucratic hurdles and 
bolsters Georgia’s reputation as the 
premier state for business.

The Georgia Senate also discussed 
and passed its amended budget for 
Fiscal Year 2024. This budget in-
creases funding for maintaining safe 
and efficient road infrastructure 

and provides essential support 
for industries such as agriculture, 
manufacturing and logistics. It 
also allocates resources to enhance 
retirement and healthcare bene-
fits, vital for retaining our state’s 
workforce. Our commitment to a 

balanced budget ensures Georgia’s 
efficiency, fiscal conservatism and 
attractiveness for investment.

In addition to championing our 
majority caucus’ priorities, I re-
mained focused on advancing my 
individual legislative goals. I’m 
proud to announce that SB 375 suc-
cessfully cleared the Senate floor this 
Wednesday. I took the initiative to 
sponsor this legislation with the aim 
of incorporating the Commissioner 
of Veterans’ Service as a member of 
the Behavioral Health Coordinating 
Council. This strategic move ensures 
that the council comprehensively 
considers and addresses the distinc-
tive needs and viewpoints of veterans 
concerning behavioral health in its 
deliberations and actions.

Furthermore, I joined my Senate 
colleagues in passing several bipar-
tisan pieces of legislation aimed at 
supporting both veterans and fam-
ilies. The Georgia Senate approved 
multiple measures designed to offer 
essential services to our state’s veter-
ans, and I was privileged to endorse 
this legislation. Having dedicated 
their lives to defending our country, 
it’s crucial that we fulfill our com-
mitment as legislators. Additionally, 
the Senate body 
voted on Thursday 
to pass Senate Bill 

I asked for it, and you deliv-
ered. Last week, I asked you 
to complete this sentence: “I 

never thought I’d see the day that 
______________. As promised, here 
are your responses with my com-
ments in parentheses.

From Debbie in Alabama: “I nev-
er thought I’d see the day that a 
young female pop singer weigh-
ing in at 120 pounds would terrify 
macho men like Sean Hannity and 
Jessie Watters because she doesn’t 
agree with their politics. Go Tay-
lor!”

From Chrissy in Chattanooga: 
“I never thought we would pay for 
bottled water!” (I could go on for 
days about this one. I would add 
TV channels, air for our tires, ra-
dio, and the mysterious fees when 

paying for hotel rooms, flights and 
concert tickets...I guess I’d better 
move on.)

From “anonymous” via e-mail: 
“I never thought I’d see the day 
when the U.S. Supreme Court 
would be held in such low regard 
because the judges are just as cor-
rupt as members of Congress.”

From Cherie in Tennessee: “I 
never thought we would return 
to the days when our country is 
so divided by color. We had made 
so much progress, and now we’re 
right back in the 1960s.” (Cherie, 
as another reader pointed out, 
maybe we didn’t really make that 
much progress after all. Sadly, it 
has become fashionable and po-
litically advantageous for some to 
reveal their true beliefs.)

From Lynn in Georgia: “I nev-
er thought I’d see the day when 
people don’t know 
what to believe 
because so-called 
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services since 2014.

vdshomehealthcare@gmail.com 
678-509-5535

VDS Home Health Care
Personalized Care 

Solutions

11290 Brown Bridge Rd. 
Covington, GA 30016

www.dwairflow.com • 770-788-7700
High-Quality HVAC Services Since 1986

Your Comfort is 
Our Business

KEEP YOUR 
FAMILY WARM 
THIS WINTER

Smart Home Security

Security Technologies

Improve Security 
Video Doorbell
Smart Lock
HD Video Cameras
24/7 Monitoring
Increase Home Value 
Smart Thermostat
Smart Lights
Smart Plugs
iPhone/Android App

CALL: (678) 342-9110

Week Seven Under
 the Gold Dome

Never Thought I’d See The Day
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It is so rare that I agree with the White 
House these days, that I feel obliged 
to acknowledge when they get some-

thing right.
Last week, the Vice President ad-

dressed the Munich Security Council. 
The site is significant, because Munich 
was where Neville Chamberlain fa-
mously handed Czechoslovakia over to 
Hitler, a betrayal that led to the escala-
tion of the Nazi’s and the start of WWII.

In her speech, Harris stated a truth 
that few on the Left appreciate: Amer-
ica’s global military dominance has 
made the world relatively peaceful for 
the past 80 years.

“Our commitment to build and sus-
tain alliances has helped America be-
come the most powerful and prosper-
ous country in the world — alliances 
that have prevented wars, defended 
freedom, and maintained stability from 
Europe to the Indo-Pacific. To put all of 
that at risk would be foolish.” She fur-
ther stated, “Our approach is not based 
on the virtues of charity. We pursue our 
approach because it is in our strategic 

interest.”
She is exactly right.
Peace is not the norm. Conflict and 

suffering is the usual plight of man.
The only reason that you and I have 

lived in such a long stretch of relative 
peace, is because after WWII, America 
demanded that countries behave with 
one another.

The only reason the world listened, 
was because of our military dominance.

Sometimes, throwing our diplomatic 
weight around the world made Ameri-
ca look like a tyrant, because we inflict-
ed our will of peace upon nations who 
wanted to fight.

Sometimes, we’ve made mistakes 
in our pursuit of safeguarding a stable 
world.

But the world would be a much more 
dangerous place if America had NOT 
engaged. World-wide war and violence 
would have created terrible calamities 
that you and I can barely contemplate.

The problem with Biden, is that he 
rarely backs his words with meaningful 
action.

If he had armed Ukraine (as they re-
quested) before Putin invaded, there 
wouldn’t be a war today.

Now, we’re faced 
with the first major 
war in Europe since 

America Diplomacy
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Lester Lackey
& Sons

Funeral Home, Inc.
“A Service of Dignity,

A Trademark of Excellence”
Serving Newton County and surrounding areas

for more than 80 years in a historical atmosphere.

Independently Owned and Operated by Lester Lackey, Jr.

1163 Reynolds Street | Covington, Georgia
770-786-6177 | lackeyandsonsfuneralhome.com

5100 West Street • Covington, GA 30014

Contact Admissions at 770-787-0211  
for a Tour Today!

RIVERSIDE
HEALTH CARE CENTERR

WHERE YOUR REHABILITATION 
GOALS ARE POSSIBLE

• Physical Therapy • Occupational Therapy 
• Speech Therapy  

• Short-Term Care • Long-Term Care

1910 Highway 20 SE • Suite 200 • Conyers, GA  30013
 678-374-4793

www.jbryantinsurance.com

Providing Insurance 
and Financial Services

Auto * Home * Life  
Health * Business

Please give us a call so that 
we can provide you with  

a complimentary quote for 
your insurance needs.Jason Bryant – Agent

Business | Auto | Home | Life & Group Health
Piedmont insurance

associates, inc.

The right advice, the right coverage,  
at the right time.

10243 South Dearing St. • Covington, GA 30014
770-788-9000 • www.piedmontins.com

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

A Division of

770-786-8777

Covington’s Most Trusted  
& Respected Bedding Store 

Always Fair Prices!
Always 100% New Products!

Voted #1 Mattress Store  
2016-2024 Best of Newton  

Readers Choice Award

www.resteasymattress.com
2185 Pace Street • Covington GA

Open Monday - Saturday — Call Us For Current Hours
Locally Owned For 32+ Years

8151 Hazelbrand Rd NE • Covington, GA 30014 • 470-444-1550
www.oreillyearlylearningcenter.com • info@oreillyearlylearningcenter.com

O’Reilly Early  
Learning Center
“The place where minds 

are developed to succeed”

We offer the STEM program and the
Creative Strategy Curriculum

Enroll Your child today!!
6 weeks-12 years

Monday-Friday • 6:30am-6:30pm

Now Open for Summer Camp
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We provide the RightCare, allowing 
you to be the son/daughter again.
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• Fall Prevention
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John Wood Burson, of Oxford, 
passed away peacefully at the 
age of 100 on Saturday February 
24, 2024. A patriot through and 
through, John bravely served his 
country during World War II as 
a member of the 428th Military 
Police Escort Guard, landing on 
the shores of Omaha Beach to-
wards the end of the first day of 
D-Day and continued serving 
throughout Europe, even to the 
Battle of the Bulge. His courage 
and dedication earned him sev-
eral prestigious commendations, 
including the American Theater 
Ribbon, European African Mid-
dle Eastern Ribbon with 5 bronze 
stars, Good Conduct Medal, 
Bronze Arrowhead Medal, and 
the WWII Victory Medal. Beyond 
his military service, John’s com-
mitment to service extended 
into every facet of his life. From 
his 37-year tenure at Southern 
Bell to his leadership roles in or-
ganizations like the Lions Club, 
Boy Scouts (where he served as 
a Scout Master and received the 
esteemed Silver Beaver Award), 
and AARP(Where he received a 

certificate from president George 
H.W. Bush and the Points of Light 
Foundation for his service), John 
touched countless lives with his 
generosity and compassion. A 
devoted family man, John found 
his greatest joy in the company of 
his loved ones. Whether camping 
in the mountains, tending to his 

garden, or sharing memories and 
time with his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, his warmth 
and love knew no bounds. John’s 
unwavering faith was the corner-
stone of his

life, reflected in his dedicated 
service to Allen Memorial Meth-
odist Church. As a restorer

and head of the evangelism 
committee, he poured his heart 
into the church, serving in

every office except treasurer. 
In addition to his many commu-
nity contributions, John was a 
founding member of the Oxford 
Lions Club and served two terms 
on the Newton County Board of 
Education. He also chaired the 
Board of Directors for the Oxford 
Historical Cemetery Foundation, 
leaving an indelible mark on the 
preservation of local history. His 
legacy of service and compassion 
will continue to inspire all who 
knew him.

He is preceded in death by his 
father William Mahlon Burson, 
mother Bessie India Thompson, 
son David Burson, sisters Alice 
Mitchell, Amy Rose Briscoe, Hel-

en Phillips, Callie Whitley, and 
brother Mahlon Burson.

John is survived by his beloved 
wife, Marjory Ruth Burson, his 
daughters Janet Ogletree(Stu-
art) and Susan Goodrich(Earl), 
his grandchildren David Go-
odrich(Melanie), Catharine 
Ogletree Frye(Jon), Alison Go-
odrich Ali(Abe), Alexander Go-
odrich, and his great-grandchil-
dren, Calvin Ali and Elaine Ali.

A celebration of life will be held 
Wednesday February 28, 2024, 
at 11:45AM, at Old Church, 1011 
Wesley St. Oxford, GA 30054, 
with Rev. Randall Macon offici-
ating. Friends are invited to visit 
with the family at the church, 
prior to the service from 10:30 to 
11:45 AM.

A reception will follow in Lov-
ern Hall, with inurnment fol-
lowing at 2 PM at Oxford His-
torical Cemetery, Collingsworth 
St. Oxford, GA 30054. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made 
to Boy Scout Troop 211, Troop 211 
BSA, C/O Scoutmaster Richard 
Westrick. 478 W Hightower Trail 
Social Circle, GA 30025.

Obituary: John Wood Burson

WWII.
It’s a miracle 

that Ukraine 
survived the first few months of 
conflict. But once they showed 
they were able and willing to 
fight, Biden should have backed 
them up with everything we had 
in order to win a quick victory.

Instead, Biden mettled out our 
aid at maddingly-slow pace.

The result, is that we’re facing 
the first trench-warfare styled 
stalemate since WWI.

And nearly half a million peo-
ple are dead.

Still, we cannot lose Ukraine.
If Putin wins, he has promised 

to invade a NATO country next.
Then, America will be obli-

gated to send her daughters and 
sons to Europe to fight a shoot-
ing war with the Russian Bear…
armed with nuclear weapons.

Biden wants us to re-live the 
Cold War nightmare of nuclear 
Armageddon that Ronald Rea-
gan saved us from so many years 
ago.

Two years ago, Biden warned 

Putin not to assassinate his polit-
ical rival.

Just this week, Putin did it any-
way, making Biden look pathet-
ic.

Yes, Biden did add a few new 
sanctions…to the long list we al-
ready had on Russia.

But Putin doesn’t care. In-
stead, he’s circumnavigating 
our weak response by escalat-
ing trade with China, India, and 
Turkey – three of Russia’s tradi-
tional enemies.

Biden’s diplomatic incompe-
tence has actually made Russia 
stronger. Russia’s GDP is up, not 
down, and 10% of its economy is 
on a war fitting.

Do you really think Putin will 
stop in Ukraine?

Biden’s ridiculous fossil fuel 
policy only makes it worse. He’s 
halting our production of nat-
ural gas while Russia increases 
theirs.

We get poorer, while Putin gets 
richer. In fact, the Russian econ-
omy is growing faster than our 
own.

The US gets weaker, while our 
nemesis gets stronger.

Did you know the US Navy is 
currently fighting the first major 
naval battle of the 21st Century? 
Thanks to Biden’s fecklessness 
with Iran, 45 ships in the Red Sea 
have been attacked by almost a 
100 drones, resulting in many 
sinkings.

And of course, we just buried 
three brave Georgians that were 
murdered in the Middle East by 
Iranian-backed proxies.

Yes, we must seal our borders. 
The 10 to 12 million undocu-
mented migrants that Biden let 
into our country, the 100,000 
Americans that have died of fen-
tanyl, the 250,000 children that 
Biden lost and are probably now 
sex slaves, the massive crime 
wave that is spreading across the 
nation because of gang-mem-
bers he’s let in: they all attest that 
Biden is failing at his primary job 
of keeping Americans safe.

Horribly, just this week, a cou-
ple of Georgians – parents of 
Laken Riley – are burying their 

daughter after she was brutally 
murdered by an illegal migrant 
with a previous criminal record 
at UGA.

These odious outrages are in-
tolerable.

Still, we cannot lose Ukraine.
If we allow the bullies to win, 

more bullies will appear, result-
ing in more wars we’ll have to 
fight in the future. Better to help 
our friends in Ukraine and Israel 
now - with financial aide - than 
to send American soldiers over-
seas later to fight an even bigger 
war.

Biden cannot undo the griev-
ous harm that he has already 
done. But he can prevent further 
atrocities with the stroke of the 
pen. He needs to either take ex-
ecutive action now – or cut a deal 
with the House and take up the 
bill that they already passed in 
exchange for help to Israel and 
Ukraine – and seal our border.

Dave Belton is a former state rep-
resentative for District 112, which in-
cludes portions of Morgan and New-
ton counties.
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Mary Jane Kittrell, 78 of 
Social Circle,  Born in Irwin-
ville, was called Home Febru-
ary 24th, 2024. Viewing will 
be held at Caldwell & Cowan 

in Covington on February 27th 
from 6-8 pm. Services will be 
held at The Baptist Tabernacle 
of Covington February 28th 
starting at 12 pm.

Obituary
Mary Jane Kittrell



HAYS TRACTOR
& EQUIPMENT, INC.

LOCATION

545 HIGHWAY 11 S.
SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA 30025

CONTACT

770-786-3334
WWW.HAYSTRACTOR.COM

Residential | Commercial
Serving Georgia Since 2008

770-285-4748 | www.houstonarmour.com

PLUMBING AT ITS BEST
PLUMBING EXPERTS

PEACE OF MIND SPECIALISTS

NITRO 2 GONITRO 2 GO
B E V E R A G E SB E V E R A G E S
Great Prices on Spirits, 

Wine, Beer & Cigars

9135 Dr M L King Jr Ave • Covington, GA 30014

470-205-3600
Mon-Thurs 9am-9pm • Fri-Sat 9am-9.30pm • Sun 12.30pm-7.30pm

WWW.NITRO2GOBEV.COMWWW.NITRO2GOBEV.COM

VICKERS
HEATING 

& AIR
Residential HVAC Services
Tune-Ups & Inspections
Maintenance Programs

24/7 Emergency Service
A/C Installation & Replacement

Rheem Pro Partner
FREE ESTIMATES

770-483-9272

Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 Years

Musulyn's
International restaurant

Musulyn’s International 
Restaurant

6129 US 278 NW 
Covington GA 30014

Wednesday – Sunday 11am – 9pm 
DINE IN & CARRY OUT

 Brunch Sunday 11am – 3pm 
Closed for Intermission  

3pm-4pm (Sunday Only)

TALK TO US
470-444-1135
@EATWITHMUSULYN’S
INFO@MUSULYN’SINTERNATIONAL.COM

 Ayanna Ford-Bogan 
Agent

678-212-5004
www.youragentayanna.com

13015 Brown Bridge Road
Suite 500

Covington, GA 30016
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Friday-Sunday, March 1-3

Circle of Friends: Dog Agility

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This three-day agility event takes place at the 

Georgia International Horse Park, Dog agility 

is an exciting team sport where the dogs and 

their handlers navigate a challenging course 

of jumps, tunnels, weave poles and other 

obstacles at speed. Spectators are welcome, 

and admission is free. The event is located in 

the Charles Walker Covered Arena. www.

circleoffriendsagility.com

Location

Georgia International Horse Park

1996 Centennial Olympic Parkway

Conyers, GA

Friday, March 8

Friday, March 8

OXFORD LIONS PANCAKE SUPPER

Friday, March 8th    5pm-7:30p.m.

Flint Hill Elementary School

All you can eat plain or blueberry pancakes, 

Holifield sausage, coffee, milk or tea.

Tickets are $7 adults and $4 for children 

under 10.

Supports school and Lions sight services.

Georgia’s LARGEST Kid’s Consignment 

Event!

The southeast’s largest consignment event 

is coming back to the Georgia International 

Horse Park in ConyersSupports school and 

Lions sight services.

Georgia International Horse Park

1996 Centennial Olympic Parkway

Conyers GA 30013

Southern Heritage Classic Racing

2024 Season, Here we come!  You don’t 

want to miss the kickoff weekend on March 

28-30!  

For more information, contact Chance 

Smith anytime at 229-256-7273 or message 

the Southern Heritage Classic page or the 

Needmore Speedway page.

Needmore Speedway

1060 John Vickers Rd

Norman Park GA 31771

Educator Appreciation Day

Zoo Atlanta

The discount applies to active teachers, 

local and out-of-state educators, informal 

educators, and administrative support 

staff. Educators must present a valid 

educator ID or relevant documentation 

and a photo ID to take advantage of these 

discounts. Up to four family members or 

guests accompanying educators will enjoy 

$5 off general admission on the day of 

the event. In addition, educators receive 

discounts around the Zoo. Educators are 

encouraged to visit our variety of educa-

tional booths throughout the Zoo from 10 

a.m. to 3 p.m. to meet Zoo team members 

and learn more about our educational 

programming and professional learning.

Zoo Atlanta

800 Cherokee Ave. SE

Atlanta GA 30315

Georgia 4-H State Livestock 

Judging Contest

8 p.m.

Additional Dates

Sat, Mar 16, 2024, 8 p.m.

Sun, Mar 17, 2024, 8 p.m.

Location

Covington, GA

Description

4-H and FFA event

Antique Tractor Show and Plow Day

Colquitt County High School

105 Darbyshire Road

Norman Park GA 31768

Thurs-Sat, March 28-30

Saturday, March 9

Friday, March 15

Friday, March 8

Into the Woods (Spring Musical)

7-8 p.m.

Location

Peachtree Academy Covington Campus

14101 Hwy 278 NE

Covington, GA

Be careful what you wish for, as Stephen 

Sondheim’s and James Lapine’s cockeyed 

fairytale comes to life in this adapta-

tion of their groundbreaking, Tony 

Award-winning musical.

Intro to Tree Climbing

1 PM to 2 PM - Panola Mountain State 

Park - Stockbridge, GA - Join us “on rope” 

for an adventure exploring the canopy 

above. This is an introductory program to 

recreational tree climbing. Participants 

will use rope and harness to climb, swing, 

and scramble. Climbs start at 1 PM and 3 

PM. Call Nature Center to register, space 

is limited to 12 climbers. Ages 8 and up.

Panola Mountain State Park

2620 Highway 155 SW

Stockbridge GA 30281

Tchaikovsky & Friends performed by the 

Columbus Symphony Orchestra

Tchaikovsky’s triumphant symphony and 

Borodin’s evocative tone poem bookend 

the masterful Third Piano Concerto 

by Prokofiev performed by Canadian 

pianist Katherine Chi. With her energy, 

character, and spunk, her previous 

performances have been described as 

“... the most sensational but, better, the 

most unfailingly cogent and compelling 

Prokofiev’s Third I have heard in years.”

Bill Heard Theatre

RiverCenter For The Performing Arts

900 Broadway

Columbus GA 31901

Thursday, May 2

Saturday, April 20

Saturday, April 20

Community Calendar To submit your events to our calendar, send information to news@covnews.com 

or create your own calendar event at CovNews.com/Calendar

news channels 
are skewed one 
way or the oth-

er, and the truth is hard to 
discern.” (That toothpaste is 
out of the tube, and I don’t 
think we can ever get it back 
in.)

From Linda in Whitwell, 
TN: “I never thought I’d see 
the day when people could 
not respect others who have 
different opinions from their 
own.” (I’ll always believe so-
cial media helped open that 
can of worms.)

From Belinda in Tennes-
see: “I never thought I’d see 
the day when a person would 
walk into a church, a school, 
or a store and start shooting 
people like we see constantly 
in this day and time.”

From Jack in Chattanooga: 
“I never thought we would 
have the knowledge of the 
entire world in our pockets, 
but we prefer to watch cute 
cat videos.” (Another read-
er responded, “That’s me. It 
helps me forget all the bad 
stuff.” Point well taken.)

From David in Tennes-
see: “I never thought I’d see 

so many people who are so 
proud to be so wrong.” (I like 
this one because everyone 
who reads it will think he’s 
referring only to people who 
disagree with them.)

From Vicki in South Pitts-
burg, TN: “I never thought 
our schools would need met-
al detectors to keep students 
safe from gunmen.” (You and 
me both, Vicki.)

On the same topic, this is 
from a teacher named Beth: 
“I never thought I would 
wear tennis shoes to school 
every day, just in case I have 
to run.”

From Joanie in Tennessee: 
“I never thought I’d see the 
day that Nazis, or their sup-
porters would be marching 
in the streets of Nashville.” 
(Yep. I didn’t see that one 
coming.)

From Jim in Harrison, TN: 
“I never thought I would be 
able to make a phone call 
from outside the house, with 
no cords!” (Oh, I knew that 
was coming. I saw Agent 86 
Maxwell Smart talk into his 
shoe when I was a kid. He 
probably had better cell ser-

vice than we do now.)
From too many to mention: 

“I never thought I’d see the 
day that I would want to stay 
home and not vote for any-
body running for president.”

From Billy in Georgia: “I 
never thought I’d see the 
day that we have members 
of Congress who can’t pass 
a high school civics test, but 
they keep getting re-elected.”

From Brenda in Lafayette, 
GA: “I never thought I’d see 
our mainstream media so 
full of misspelled words and 
obvious grammatical errors. 
Apparently there is no shame 
in stupid mistakes nowa-
days.” (Not so fast, Brenda. 
Without all those mistakes, I 
wouldn’t have had any mate-
rial for my new book!)

I’m sure there will be more 
surprises. Like BTO sang, 
“You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet!”

David Carroll is a Chattanooga 
news anchor, and his new book 
“I Won’t Be Your Escape Goat” is 
available on his website, Chat-
tanoogaRadioTV.com. You may 
contact him at 900 Whitehall 
Road, Chattanooga, TN 37405, 
or at RadioTV2020@yahoo.com.

CARROLL
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232, which would include addition-
al fees for issuing marriage licenses 
to fund the State Children’s Trust 

Fund and remove compensation provisions for pro-
bate court judges. The State Children’s Trust Fund is 
a program designed to support initiatives aimed at 
preventing child abuse and neglect and promoting 
child well-being.

Furthermore, my colleagues and I were delighted 
to be present on Wednesday for the swearing-in of 
Georgia’s newest Republican senator, Tim Bearden 
(R-Carrollton). Senator Bearden joins us at an im-
portant time for our state and I look forward to serv-
ing alongside him throughout the remainder of our 
legislative session.

As always, I want to invite students between the 

ages of 12 and 18 to serve as a Capitol Page. I encour-
age any students interested in the legislative process 
who want to spend a day at our Capitol to apply for 
our program using the link: https://www.legis.ga.gov/
news/senate/page-program-2024

Please never hesitate to contact my office if I can as-
sist with legislative matters. I hope to see you under 
the Gold Dome soon as the 2024 Legislative Session 
continues.

Sen. Brian Strickland serves as the Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Judiciary. He represents the 17th Senate District 
which includes all of Morgan and portions of Henry, Newton 
and Walton County. Sen. Strickland may be reached by phone 
at  404.463.6598 or by email at brian.strickland@senate.
ga.gov.

STRICKLAND
CONT. FROM A4
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Newborn celebrates 
25th annual Arbor Day

Photo courtesy of Tim Hogan

STAFF REPORT
THE NEWS

Peachtree Academy, a leading Christian 
college preparatory school, proudly host-
ed its annual Panther Day on Wednesday, 

Feb. 28. This tradition brings together students, 
staff and the local community for a day of ser-
vice, camaraderie and growth.

Panther Day Highlights:
Community Service: Panther Day is a dedicat-

ed occasion for Peachtree staff and students to 
engage in community service. From pre-kin-
dergarten to high school, students rolled up 
their sleeves to make a positive impact across 
several counties.

Fundraising with Purpose: While working on 
service-oriented projects, students raised funds 
to support important initiatives.

Local Partnerships: Peachtree collaborated 
with local organizations, including Keep New-
ton Beautiful and the Rotary Club, to enhance 

convenience centers and beautify landscapes.
Nature Projects: The FFA & Eco Club worked 

alongside the Big Haynes Creek Nature Center 
and the city of Covington. Projects included in-
stalling a live stream birdhouse and planting a 
tree in honor of Arbor Day.

Assisted Living Engagement: Older students 
visited Merryvale Assisted Living Center and 
Benton House of Covington, brightening the 
day for memory care patients through music, 
art and companionship.

First Responders Appreciation: Elementary 
students hosted a cookout lunch for local first 
responders, expressing gratitude for their ser-
vice.

Phase 3 Expansion Plans: Peachtree Academy 
is excited to announce its upcoming Phase 3 Ex-
pansion. This transformative project includes:

Black Box Theater: A state-of-the-art perfor-
mance space for creative expression.

Classroom Enhancements: Upgraded class-
room facilities to foster learning and collabora-

tion.
Sports Development Area: Improved facilities 

for athletic growth and achievement.
Campus Remodeling: A portion of the Co-

nyers campus will be remodeled to accommo-
date these enhancements.

Library Enrichment: New books will enrich 
the library’s resources.

Sports Field Swings: Adding swings to the 
sports field for student enjoyment.

“These additions are vital to maintaining 
Peachtree Academy’s tradition of excellence,” 
said founder and CEO JaNice Van Ness. “We are 
committed to providing an exceptional educa-
tional environment for our students.”

Hundreds of community members witnessed 
students in action during Panther Day, rein-
forcing the school’s commitment to making a 
difference locally. The goal of Panther Day ex-
tends beyond service—it’s about teaching stu-
dents the value of community, compassion, and 
active citizenship.

Sorrow named GACD 
Scholarship recipient

STAFF REPORT
THE NEWS

It was a fun day in Newborn last Saturday at the 25th 
annual Arbor Day celebration. The Town of New-
born and Newborn Tree Board planned and coor-

dinated the event with help from the Oconee Master 
Gardeners. Other sponsors and participants included 
Mansfield Market Place, Arbor Equity, Inc., APC Signs, 
Georgia Forestry Commission and Georgia Tree Coun-
cil. The event was held at the Historic Schoolhouse in 
Newborn. A local group of musicians, the Maloy broth-
ers, provided bluegrass music throughout the day from 
the front porch of the Schoolhouse. It is estimated that 
over 200 residents attended the celebration.

The Newborn Tree Board received a Georgia ReLeaf 
Grant from the Georgia Forestry Commission and 
Georgia Tree Council for $2000 to purchase trees for a 
tree giveaway. A total of 220 three gallon containerized 
trees, including 11 different species, were purchased 
from Angel Creek Nursery for the giveaway. The Town of 
Newborn also sponsored 100 seedlings and the Georgia 
Forestry Commission provided another 100 seedlings 
to be given away. Debbie Clement, tree board member 
and Oconee master gardener, coordinated about 15 
master gardeners, to distribute the trees and bag up the 
tree seedlings for distribution. For grant reporting pur-
poses locations were recorded of where the trees went. 
Most of the trees were given to local residents from 

Newborn, Jasper and Newton counties.  However, totals 
showed the trees went out to 13 different counties and 
22 different zip codes.

Newborn mayor Gregg Ellwanger read the Arbor Day 
Proclamation and presented sponsors with apprecia-
tion certificates.

Mansfield Market Place sponsored lunch for every-
one. Ricky Bruce, owner of the grocery store, brought 
out a Coca Cola truck for the event and provided hot-
dogs, chips, drinks, and other goodies for everyone.

Arbor Equity Inc., a local tree care company, had 
a crew out providing tree climbing about 50 feet up a 
large Oak tree next to the Schoolhouse. The kids were 
put in a harness and instructed how to pull themselves 
up the ropes like tree climbers. About 50 kids partici-
pated in the activity.

Community Forester Lea Clark, from the Georgia 
Forestry Commission, provided tree planting and care 
booklets and along with tree board members provid-
ed tree planting instructions and demonstrations for 
homeowners on proper tree planting procedures.

Rangers from the Jasper/Jones/Newton Forestry Unit 
of Georgia Forestry Commission were there with a dis-
play of wildfire fighting equipment and provided infor-
mation to families on preventing wildfires. Firefight-
ers from Newton County Fire Service were also there 
providing fire education and showing off the firetruck 
from the Mansfield-Newborn Station.

Pet of the Week

Fox - Adult Male, Husky/Shepherd
Newton Animal Shelter - Covington, Ga

Faithful Friends Campus
1591 Access Rd, Covington, GA 30016 • 770-999-9602

•  Same day service. No waiting.  
You can take your pet’s ashes  
home tonight.

•  Each pet is cremated ALONE, 
guaranteed by our exclusive Pet 
Tracker 360® system, that ensures 
you receive your pet’s ashes.

•  State-of-the-art facility where 
families can plan, grieve and 
commemorate their pets.

• Available 24/7.

STAFF REPORT
THE NEWS

The Georgia Association of Conserva-
tion Districts (GACD) has announced 
their 2024 Scholarship recipient is 

Mason Sorrow of Oxford. 
Sorrow is currently a senior at Eastside 

High School and Newton College & Career 
Academy and is enrolled in college cours-
es at Georgia State Perimeter College. He 
plans to finish his degree at Abraham Bald-
win Agricultural College (ABAC) and attend 
graduate school. His career goals include 
working with state and federal agencies like 
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
or United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), on the topics of hydrology and fire 
ecology.

To encourage study and careers in soil and 
water conservation related fields, GACD ad-
ministers one, $1,000 scholarship each year. 
The scholarship is given to students major-
ing in, or intending to major in, a soil and 
water conservation related area. Acceptable 
areas of study include, but are not limited 
to, agricultural education, agronomy, hor-
ticulture, plant pathology and agricultural 
communications.

“The mission of GACD is to advocate for 
the conservation of Georgia’s natural re-
sources by providing organization, leader-
ship and a unified strategic direction to the 
Conservation Districts of the state,” a press 
release stated. 

For more information on GACD or to ex-
plore opportunities on how you can support 
their efforts, please www.gacd.us or Face-
book @GACDConserve.

Contributed Photo

Peachtree Academy has successful Panther Day
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From a hobby to a business

When our customers use their Newton Federal Rewards Visa 
when shopping with participating businesses, they receive 
special discounts. We provide participating businesses with 
complimentary marketing and advertising. 

Want to learn more? Scan the QR code to see how you can 
partner with Newton Federal today.

Participating businesses are responsible for setting up, tracking, training employees, etc. on discounts. 
Newton Federal Bank, a division of Affinity Bank, 3175. Hwy 278, Covington, GA 30014.

Drive local 
consumer 
traffic back 
to local 
businesses.

OLIVIA SAYER
CORRESPONDENT

When she was 12 years old, Jessica 
Channell watched as her grand-
mother prepared a German choco-

late cake. It was her father’s favorite dessert, 
and Channell noted every detail required to 
construct it. From creaming the butter and 
sugar to beating the egg whites, Channell 
was by her grandmother’s side, watching as 
the delicious tradition came to life. 

Now, she can be found running Jessicakes, 
a bakery that sits just off of Industrial Bou-
levard in Covington. 

The idea of owning her own bakery first 
came to light in 2004, when Channell was 
expecting her daughter, Alanna. She wanted 
to earn income but also knew she needed to 
be at home with her newborn baby. 

“I looked for ways to make money working 
from home,” Channell said. “And did some 
soul searching, and trying to figure out ex-
actly how I could work from home and make 
money while she was a baby.”

While searching for stay-at-home jobs that 
fulfilled her necessities, she stumbled upon 
the regulations for opening a home bakery. 
Upon discovering the requirements, she 
jumped at the opportunity to pursue a pas-
sion that dated back to watching her grand-
mother work in the kitchen, baking that 
German chocolate cake. 

“Back then they didn't have cottage food 
laws,” Channell said. “So, I had to convert my 
laundry room into a whole separate kitchen 
in my basement in order to be licensed and 
be able to sell.”

At the time, Channell excelled in the kitch-
en, crafting delicious cakes and pies with 
a variety of different flavors. Things were 
running smoothly for her wholesale busi-
ness, until The Great Recession caused her 
to change course. 

“Whenever we had the recession in 2007 
and 2008, most all of my restaurants shut 
down,” Channell said. “And so I had to go 
back to the drawing board and figure out 
what niche I could do from there, since what 
I was doing wasn't working anymore.”

While the economic downturn required 
Channell to stop selling her baked goods to 
other restaurants, it allowed her an opportu-
nity to get her degree and improve a certain 
element of her craft. 

Channell felt confident when it came to 

baking a cake. However, once it was time for 
decorating, she was lost. 

“Instead of selling professionally to other 
restaurants, I started working on my tech-
nique and decorating,” Channell said. “And 
doing custom cakes for my friends and family 
[and] doing some weddings here and there.”

Following the recession, baking turned 
from a business plan to a hobby for Chan-
nell. In 2013, a changing of jobs almost had 
her working behind a desk as a certified pub-
lic accountant. 

However, a conversation with her fiance 
quickly changed her mind. 

“And he goes, ‘Why would you go the long 
way around to get to where you want to be,’” 
Channell said. “‘Like, if you want to open up 
a bakery, just open up a bakery.'"

With her family fully behind her, Channell 

opened Jessicakes in May 2013, a business 
with a name that had been bestowed upon 
her by one of her friends years prior. 

“And she was like, ‘If you ever ever own a 
bakery, I think the name Jessicakes would be 
super cool to name it,’” Channell said. 

In a market that has no shortage of bakeries 
and pastry shops, Channell needed a way to 
make her establishment stand out from the 
rest. While she prides herself on her custom 
cakes, it is her interactions with customers 
that she prioritizes the most.

“My customers are the best part of what I 
do,” Channell said. “They become part of my 
family. And so I take pride in what I do, and 
I always want to make them happy and make 
sure that they enjoy their cake.”

When customers walk into Jessicakes, not 
only are they greeted with their cake, but also 
with a memory that will be cherished forev-
er. This value is influenced by Channell’s 
grandmother, who she witnessed baking that 
German chocolate cake many years ago.

Chanell said her grandmother put love into 
everything she did, which is a foundation she 
aspires to build Jessicakes on. 

“Not only am I making a cake for their mem-
ories [or] their special occasions,” Channell 
said. “But whenever they look back at those 
pictures, they remember coming into the 
bakery and talking to me and picking up their 
cake, and they remember tasting their cake. 
So not only am I baking the cake, but I'm be-
coming part of their family's memories.”

Jessicakes Bakery is built upon relationships

“Not only am I making 
a cake for their mem-
ories [or] their special 
occasions, but whenever 
they look back at those 
pictures, they remember 
coming into the bakery..."

Photos courtesy of Jessica Channell, Jessicakes Bakery
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