
SUBMITTED TO THE NEWS

NEWTON COUNTY – The Covington News re-
ceived the following from Stephanie R. Lindsey.

Today marks a significant turn in the politi-
cal landscape of our community as Stephanie 
R. Lindsey, a long-time resident and respected 
attorney in Newton County, officially announc-
es her candidacy for District 3 Representative 

on the Newton County 
Board of Commission-
ers. This announcement 
offers District 3 voters 
a new choice, but also 
presents a direct chal-
lenge to the incumbent, 
whose tenure has been 
marred by unfulfilled 
promises, misinfor-
mation and a focus on 
self-pro-
motion, 
social 

SUBMITTED TO THE NEWS

NEWTON COUNTY – The Covington News has re-
ceived the following from Avis Williams.

Avis Williams has announced she is running for 
the office of Newton County Tax  Commissioner 
in 2024. After serving two years on the Oxford 
City Council, Williams believes she can contin-
ue to serve the citizens of Newton County as Tax 
Commissioner. Williams says she has devoted 

most of her career to 
public service in New-
ton County and will use 
her experience and re-
lationships to enhance 
communications be-
tween Newton County’s 
citizens and  the Office 
of the Tax Commission-
er. Williams is commit-
ted to 
serv-
ing the 

SUBMITTED TO THE NEWS

NEWTON COUNTY – The Covington News received the 
following from Willie Arthur Smith.

I am a lifelong resident of Newton County. I am ex-
cited to announce my candidacy for the position of 
County Commissioner District 3. As someone who has 
been observing the political scene in Newton County 
for some time, I believe that we need to restore trust, 

accountability, and unity in 
the community. My goal is 
to work towards achieving 
this objective. One of my 
noteworthy aims is to bring 
more employment oppor-
tunities to the communi-
ty, particularly in the tech 
industry, similar to those 
created at Stanton Ridge. I 
believe that the prospect of 
more job 
opportu-
nities is 
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HIS WORD

“However, as it is written: “What no eye has 
seen, what no ear has heard, and what no 
human mind has conceived”— the things 

God has prepared for those who love him—”
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EVAN NEWTON | NEWS EDITOR

COVINGTON, Ga. – The community develop-
ment department (CDD) is set to add two new po-
sitions to its team.

At the Jan. 16 Covington city council meeting, 
the council voted unanimously to approve a spe-
cial events coordinator position as well as a facil-
ities and permit specialist position.

Community development director Ken Malcom 
spoke at the latest council meeting in hopes of re-
ceiving both positions for his department.

According to a prepared presentation by Mal-
com, the special events coordinator position 
would be responsible for the “planning, execu-
tion and record maintenance of all large-scale, 
city sponsored events.” Two events specifically 
listed in the presentation were the Fourth of July 
event and Lighting of the Square event.

A budget adjustment was also requested in 
hopes of funding the position. According to Mal-
com, this would be done through the hotel-motel 
tax.

“What we’re asking tonight is sort of like a re-
investment of those funds that are coming into 
our community.” Malcom said. “We’re basically 
a 9-to-5 staff that, we’re coming in, 
we’re working these extra activities 
and it is our goal if we work a Fri-

EVAN NEWTON | NEWS EDITOR

NEWTON COUNTY – A body matching the de-
scription of a missing Covington man suffering 
from dementia was found Monday afternoon.

The Newton County Sheriff ’s Office (NCSO) 

said that a body matching the description of 
George Bryan was located near the Regency Place 
residence.

While NCSO confirmed to The Covington News 
that the body matched the description of Bryan, 
they cannot confirm the identity of the body un-
til it is positively identified from the medical ex-
aminer’s office.

No foul play has been suspected.
A BOLO first issued on Saturday, Jan. 27 said 

that Bryan had walked away from his residence at 

2 p.m. that day and did not return. The NCSO re-
shared the BOLO on their social media platforms 
once again Monday morning.

When The News reached out to Newton County 
coroner Tommy Davis for confirmation, Davis of-
fered the following comment.

“We don’t have anything to release at this time,” 
Davis said. “Our investigation is still active.”

This is an ongoing story and The News will update this 
story as more information is available. This is the latest 
update at the time of this publication.
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NEWTON COUNTY – A Newton County 
court has handed down a life sentence for 
a man convicted of sexual assault.

Kenny Durham was found guilty by a 
jury on Wednesday on charges of rape, in-
cest, two counts of child molestation and 
enticing a child for indecent purposes.

According to a press re-
lease from the Newton Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office, 

EVAN NEWTON
NEWS EDITOR

BROOKHAVEN, Ga. – A pursuit involving 
one of the stolen vehicles stolen from Cov-
ington Ford led the Brookha-
ven Police Department (BPD) 
on a high-speed chase, with 

Man convicted of rape 
sentenced to life in prison

Police fail to catch
Ford robbery suspect

Body matching description of 
missing person found Monday
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