
NEWTON COUNTY – A man in 
connection with the murder of 
19-year-old Morgan Bauer has 
been sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility of parole.

On Wednesday afternoon, Jon-
athan Alexander Warren pled 
guilty to malice murder, tamper-
ing with evidence, concealing the 
death of another and necrophil-
ia.

According to a press release 

from the Newton County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, Warren 
entered a “non-negotiable plea” 
and asked the court to be sen-
tenced to life with the possibility 
of parole.

Prosecutors with the state ar-
gued that life without parole was 
the appropriate sentence for 
Warren “based on the facts of the 
case,” per the press release.

After hearing from both sides, 

the court opted to side with the 
state’s recommendation and 
sentenced Warren to life without 
parole.

Bauer initially went missing in 
February 2016 at 19 years old. She 
was last seen at the Citgo gas sta-
tion on Hwy. 278 in Covington on 
Feb. 25, but shared an Instagram 
post on Feb. 26 
from the Yellow 
River Park in 

EVAN NEWTON
NEWS EDITOR

PORTERDALE, Ga. – Keeping in line with 
municipalities all across Newton County, 
the city of Porterdale ushered in a new era 
at its first meeting of 2024 on Jan. 8 at Por-
terdale City Hall.

The meeting saw the swearing in of new 
mayor Michael Patterson and new council 
members Bekah Sue Sewell of Post 1 and 
Halima Muhammad of Post 2.

All new council members were sworn in 
by Judge Cheveda D. McCamy of the New-
ton County Superior Court, Alcovy Judicial 
Circuit.

Patterson – who was formerly the Post 3 
representative for the council – made sure 
to give thanks to those who formerly served 
on the council, specifically to former mayor 
Arline Chapman and former councilmem-
bers Kay Piper and Linda Finger.

“I would like to personally thank them 
[the former council members] for their 
commitment to serve our city with excel-
lence,” Patterson said. “This is a new day for 
the city of Porterdale and I am very honored 
to be part of it.”

Patterson then opted to share some words 
of encouragement to lead the city into its 
new era. The message for 
the city is to “commit to 
excellence.”

“Our commitment to 
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NEWTON COUNTY — 
Newton County deputies 
responded to a call on 
Womack Rd in Covington 
on Jan. 9. A person — a 41-
year old male — was shot 
with the shooter “possibly 
still inside the residence”, 
per a Newton County Sher-
iff’s Office (NCSO) official 
Facebook post. 

Later, authorities determined that the 
shooter was not inside and the NCSO is-
sued a BOLO. 

The BOLO was for Thomas Crowe, 
38, of Covington for his involvement in 
the shooting. He was charged with one 
count of aggravated assault. 

Crowe was found in Monroe and 

Monroe Police Department 
brought him into custody 
on Jan. 10. Since then, he 
was brought back to the 
Newton County Detention 
Center. 

“Sheriff Ezell Brown ex-
tends his gratitude to the 
men and women of the 
Newton County County 
Sheriff’s Office, Monroe Po-
lice Department and Rock-
dale County Sheriff’s Office 
for their assistance in this 

case,” an NCSO Facebook post stated. 
The victim was airlifted to a local inci-

dent. 
NCSO has deemed the shooting an 

“isolated incident” and the public was 
never in danger.

Managing Editor, Phillip B. Hubbard, con-
tributed to this report.
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NEWTON COUNTY – Areas of Newton County 
experienced a significant amount of flooding 
on Tuesday following an influx of storms across 
the state.

The storms affected several roads across New-
ton County as many were seen flooded over. A 
statement from the Newton County Govern-
ment has confirmed that all 
roads have since been re-
opened, with the exception 
of Sockwell Rd.

The first photo submit-
ted to The Covington News shows 
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NEWTON COUNTY – Amazon Data Services 
Inc. has purchased land in Newton County 
with the potential of opening a data center in 
the area.

The transaction involves Amazon Web Ser-
vices, which handles the tech giant’s cloud 
computing programming.

According to a deed obtained by The Cov-
ington News, Amazon Data Services inc. pur-
chased several parcels of land totaling 429.5 
acres. The deed lists three full parcels and 
two portions of parcels as being involved in 
the deal, all within the same general area.

The land is located around 1.5 miles away 
from Covington Town Center and just over a 
mile away from a number of major develop-
ments, including Three Ring Studio.

Per QPublic.net – the official search records 
database for tax parcels in the county – the 
first parcel had the listed own-
ers as Southpoint Land Co. LLC, 
which leads to a wooded area 

Several areas in Newton County 
were left flooded following storms 
on Tuesday, Jan. 9

Amazon purchases
land in Newton County, 

plans unclear
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NEWTON COUNTY — Six 
people and two dogs were res-
cued from flooded homes by 
the Newton County Emergen-
cy Management Agency (EMA) 
Dive Team Wednesday morn-
ing. 

The dive team, which includ-
ed personnel from the Newton 
County Fire Services, Coving-
ton Fire Department and ad-
ditional agencies, responded 
to a call at around 4:30 a.m. 
at Riverside Mobile Home and 
RV Park and near Yellow River. 

According to a press release, 
multiple people were unable 
to leave their RVs at the mark 
as a result of high levels of wa-
ter. 

Five of the six rescuees came 
via dive team members using 
an inflatable Zodiac raft to go 
from “submerged camper to 
camper.” 

At approximately 10 a.m., 
the dive team again took its 
boat for a resident near the 
mobile home park “across an 
area with roughly 3-4 feet of 
water.” 

The sixth person, a man, 
plus the two dogs were res-
cued by the joint-jurisdiction 
dive team from the mobile 
home. 

Newton County’s interim 
EMA director Wendy Patterson 
commended all agencies on 
their efforts. 

“All the rescues were suc-
cessful thanks to the quick 

response and incredible part-
nership of EMA, Newton Coun-
ty Fire Services, Covington 
Fire Department and the New-
ton County Sheriff ’s Office,” 
Patterson said. “Everyone was 
brought to safety without inci-
dent or injuries.” 

Bringing floods to low-lying 
areas in Newton County was 
brought by a rainstorm that 
came through middle Georgia 
Tuesday. 

Prior to the flooding, the 

Newton County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice (NCSO) helped with evac-
uations at the Riverside Mo-
bile Home and RV Park. NCSO 
was also present during oper-
ations. 

“The Red Cross has been no-
tified and is assisting with the 
displaced residents,” a press 
release stated. “The rain con-
cluded Tuesday evening and 
the Yellow River began reced-
ing early Wednesday after-
noon.” 

Newton County EMA Dive 
Team rescues six from floods
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Black Family History is Celebrated Year Round
Sarah Syphoe – retired 
School Teacher and 
Pianist celebrated her 
91st Birthday on January 
10th, 2024.
Giving thanks to God, 
she’s very proud to have 
seen her four sons and 
five grandchildren to 
earn degrees from several 
Universities.
We pray that this day and every day is filled with 
good health, joy and love.

Happy Birthday, 
Love Charles & Gwen Green

Contributed Photo

The dive team included personnel from the Newton County Fire Services, Covington Fire Department and additional agencies.  Contributed Photo
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NEWTON COUNTY – Members of the 
Newton County Board of Commissioners 
voted to approve a number of business 
items at the Jan. 9 meeting.

Unity was shown across the board, as 
they voted 5-0 on eight listed business 
items and one unlisted business item that 
was amended onto the agenda.

Restoration of Cricket Frog Trail

The board unanimously voted to ap-
prove the restoration of Cricket Frog 
trail over the Alcovy River project in the 
amount of $994,800 from Excellere Con-
struction LLC.

The contract will allow the Newton Trails 
organization to renovate the trestle over 
the Alcovy River that is located on the trail.

Transportation director Chester Clegg 
along with president of Newton Trails, 
Duane Ford, and Porterdale city council 
Post 5 representative/Newton Trails board 
member, Lowell Chambers, presented 
the item in front of the board at Tuesday’s 
meeting.

Clegg reminded the board that New-
ton Trails received a $300,000 grant from 
Meta – the parent company for social me-
dia platforms such as Facebook, WhatsApp 
and Instagram – for assistance in this proj-
ect. He said that Meta has been a great 
partner throughout the process.

“I talk with them almost daily about the 
project moving forward and they’re great 
to work with,” Clegg said.

The county, who agreed to partner with 
Newton Trails, will come out of pocket 
$400,000 for this project.

Chairman Marcello Banes commended 
Newton Trails for their efforts within the 
community.

“They are dedicated to their cause,” 
Banes said. “I know we all support the trail 
system but you guys are dedicated. Thank 
you for what you do.”

Board tentatively donates $10,000 to King 
Day celebration

In an item that was not on the listed 
agenda, commissioners voted to amend 
the agenda and tentatively donate $10,000 
to the King Day celebration.

During the chairman’s report, Banes 
mentioned that leaders behind the King 
Day celebration “asked several times for 
support” from the board. The chairman 
acknowledged that the board had previ-
ously supported this celebration in years 
past and would like to regularly do so 
again.

Banes made the initial proposal by ask-
ing the board to consider donating $5,000 
to the King Day celebration.

District 4 representative J.C. Hender-
son said that the board used to fund the 
King Day celebration quite regularly. 
Henderson upped the ante on the dona-
tion amount, asking the board to donate 
$10,000.

“I think this is something good in hon-
oring people who have worked hard in the 
community – black or white – to receive 
that award maybe once a year and give out 
scholarships to our kids,” Henderson said.

Henderson then made a motion to 
amend the agenda to add the item into the 
agenda, passing 5-0.

Following the motion, the commission-
ers went right into discussing the poten-
tial donation, with Henderson leading the 
charge.

“The King Day celebration when I was 
smaller  – and a real small child back in 
the 60s – was one of the highlights of my 
life, when I could look on the black screen 
TV and see a man of Martin Luther King’s 
stature,” Henderson said. “We can sell our 
kids on a dream and that dream is that if 
you go to school, get a good education, stay 
out of trouble and do what’s right, you can 
have that same dream which is the Amer-
ican dream.”

District 1 representative Stan Edwards 
was in favor of the idea – having second-
ed the motion – but wanted to make sure 
that the money was sent properly and not 
hastily.

“Just so our ducks are in a row, the or-
ganization we are going to be moving this 
$10,000 to – if it passes – [Does it] meet our 
criteria of the past criteria we’ve discussed 
in this board,” Edwards 
asked.

Banes said that he would 

Commissioners
show unity in first 
meeting of 2024

UNITY
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the parking lot of the 
Ross clothing store on 
Hwy. 278 covered in 

several feet of water. 
Several vehicles in the Covington 

Corners Shopping Center are shown 
to be submerged underwater.

Also on Hwy. 278, photos show that 
Covington Auto Collision also expe-
rienced substantial flooding. 

Another photo submitted to The 
News shows a school bus traveling 
through a flooded portion of McGi-
boney Rd.

The Newton County School System 
opted to “operate on a normal sched-
ule”on Tuesday, according to a post 
on its official Facebook page.

According to the National Weather 
Service (NWS), Newton County was 
placed under a flood warning as of 
10:03 a.m. Tuesday morning, with an 
expected expiration date of 4 p.m.

The NWS later placed Newton 
County under a wind advisory warn-
ing as of 1:06 p.m. with “southwest 
winds 15-25 miles per hour (mph) 
with gusts of 40 mph expected.” The 
warning had an expected expiration 
date of 1 a.m. Wednesday morning.

All listed warnings and advisories 
were lifted at the projected times.
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On Saturday, February 24, 2024, at 10:00 AM, the Newton County Republican Party will convene Precinct Caucuses 
to elect Delegates and Alternates to the Newton County Republican Party Convention.
All Newton County residents who are legally registered to vote and believe in the principles of the Republican Party 
are urged to participate in this process.
Registration will open at 9:00 AM on February 24, 2024 at the following location:

Canaan Baptist Church (Fellowship Hall) 
5581 Salem Road, Covington, GA 30016

The Newton County Republican Party Convention will convene at 10:00 AM on March 23, 2024 at the Canaan 
Baptist Church (Fellowship Hall) in Covington, Georgia to elect Delegates and Alternates to the Congressional 
District(s) Convention and State Convention. Additionally, the Convention will conduct all other business as necessary. 
Delegates and Alternates will be required to pay a fee of $10.00, which is to cover the cost of the County Convention.
The 10th & 13th Congressional District Conventions will convene at 10:00 AM on Saturday, April 20, 2024. The 
District Convention will be electing three (3) Delegates and three (3) Alternates to the 2024 National Convention. 
Delegates and Alternates will be required to pay a fee to cover the cost of the Convention.
The Georgia Republican Party State Convention will convene at 2:00 PM on Friday, May 17, 2024, in Columbus, 
Georgia and will elect At-large Delegates and Alternates to the 2024 National Convention, in addition to conducting all 
other business as necessary. Delegates and Alternates will be required to pay a fee, which is to cover the cost of the Convention.
For further information contact Brendan Cherry, Chairman of the Newton County Republican Party at bcherry@
newtongop.org

Porterdale.
 After seven years of 

searching for details, 
deputies with the Porterdale Police De-
partment (PPD) arrested Warren and an 
additional suspect, Katelyn Grace Goble, 
after the PPD confirmed finding “items of 
evidentiary interest.”

According to the press release, both 
Warren and Goble were indicted in No-
vember 2023. Goble’s case is still pending 
and the state “will not go into any further 
detail.”

GUILTY
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off of Alcovy Rd. The 
second and third par-
cels had listed owners 

by JBW Investments LLC, which comes 
back to 11145 Alcovy Rd. and 375 Flat 
Rock Rd., respectively.

Parcels listed as “portions” come 
back to Hwy. 142 and Alcovy Rd areas, 
with the fourth parcel owned by the 
city of Covington and the fifth parcel  
owned by the city of Covington and the 
Newton County Board of Commission-
ers.

It is being reported by multiple out-
lets that the total price tag is around 
$36 million, though it’s unclear how 
much each beneficiary will receive in 
the transaction.

The Covington News reached out to 
Amazon Web Services to confirm the 
information listed in the property 
deed and received the following state-
ment:

“We are constantly evaluating new 
locations based on customer demand,” 
per an Amazon Web Services spokes-
person. “We recently purchased land 
in Georgia and are performing due 
diligence in exploring possible data 
center locations.”  

Serra Hall, executive director of the 
Newton County Industrial Develop-
ment Authority, shared the signifi-
cance of this potential development. 

“It’s exciting to see the possibilities 
of Amazon coming to our community,” 
Hall said. “It shows that Newton Coun-
ty continues to be a business hub and 
forward focusing for emerging and 
successful businesses. We look for-
ward to working with them in the fu-
ture. And, once we understand further 
of their details and plans, we’ll see in 
what ways we can do — as we have done 
with other companies — continue to 
support their efforts and make them 
thrive and be successful here.”

AMAZON
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excellence is a prin-
ciple that goes be-
yond simply doing 
a job well. It’s a call 

to give it our best and be the best that 
we can be,” Patterson said. “In every 
aspect of our lives, whether personal 
or professional, the commitment to 
excellence is what sets individuals and 
organizations apart and I believe it’s 
about striving for greatness, pushing 
boundaries and refusing to settle for 
anything less than our best.

“It’s about setting high expectations 
for ourselves, for our teams and then 
exceeding those expectations. When 
we commit to excellence, we commit 
to a relentless pursuit of improve-
ment.”

The mayor then gifted each of the 
council members with a challenge 
coin that states “a commitment to ex-
cellence.” This coin was given to chal-
lenge the council members to be the 
“best version of themselves” and to re-
member that “excellence is not a desti-
nation, but a journey.”

Members of the council also elected 
a new mayor pro-tem, as Post 4 repre-
sentative Jill Minnoia officially took the 
seat for 2024.

Post 5 representative Lowell Cham-
bers clarified that the position rotates 
between posts each year. Former Post 
2 representative Finger was the mayor 
pro-tem last year. However, since Post 
3 representative Kelsey Peeples is clas-
sified as a “newer” council member — 
having taken over for Patterson — the 
rotation will move to Minnoia instead. 
This was approved unanimously at 
5-0.

The council also unanimously ap-
pointed Chambers to be one of the 
signature authorities for checks for 
2024. Each check from the city must 
receive two signatures, which typically 
comes from the mayor and a council 
member. Due to Finger’s exit from the 
council, Chambers decided to willing-
ly fill that role.

During council comments, Sewell 
stated she was “excited” to be on coun-
cil and also requested a weekly code 

enforcement update from city manag-
er Frank Ethridge. 

Muhammad also seconded that ex-
citement by stating she was “honored 
to serve” the people of Porterdale.

Peeples asked Ethridge about an up-
date on the sewage project, as the crew 
went “MIA.” Ethridge said that a “dis-
agreement” caused the crew to work 
on other projects, but that the crew is 
returning imminently. Peeples pro-
posed a weekly update on the audits, 
as the city is “behind.”

Both Minnoia and Chambers spoke 
in response to a citizen commenter, 
who stated a light at the B.C. Crowell 
Park was on 24/7, constantly shining 
light into his family’s house. Min-
noia and Chambers both stated that 
the light was an issue and that action 
needed to be taken on it.

“I would like to see us make some 
progress in this situation,” Minnoia 
said. “It’s been ongoing way too long.”

Chambers concurred with Min-
noia’s comment. 

“I join Mrs. Minnoia in saying that 
this is an issue that we need to contin-
ue to discuss,” Chambers said. “This 
has been controversial, unfortunately, 
beyond the degree necessary… I think 
that it is something we can come to-
gether and resolve.”

Patterson concluded the meeting 
by reaffirming his plan for his first 
100 days in office. The mayor wants to 
re-establish the historic preservation 
commission and the planning and 
zoning boards for the city, asking for 
volunteers to fill out paperwork at city 
hall.

He also stated that a new website de-
sign will take place, as the city has been 
in contact with three different website 
developers. 

Lastly, Patterson plans to set up 
bi-weekly staff meetings with depart-
ment heads to encourage interdepart-
mental communication. According 
to Patterson, it’s all a part of a plan “to 
work better together as a unit.”

The next scheduled council meeting 
is Monday, Feb. 5 at 2800 Main St.



You may spend decades 
contributing to various 
retirement accounts. But 

for some accounts, such as a 
traditional IRA and 401(k), you 
must start withdrawing funds at 
a certain point. What should you 
know about this requirement?

To begin with, the rules gov-
erning these withdrawals — 
technically called required 
minimum distributions, or 
RMDs — have changed recent-
ly. For many years, individuals 
had to begin taking their RMDs 
(which are based on the account 
balance and the IRS’ life expec-
tancy factor) when they turned 
70½. The original SECURE Act 
of 2019 raised this age to 72, and 
SECURE 2.0, passed in 2022, 
raised it again, to 73. (If you 
turned 73 in 2023, and you were 
72 in 2022 when the RMD lim-
it was still 72, you should have 
taken your first RMD for 2022 by 
April 1 of this year. You will then 
need to take your 2023 RMD 
by Dec. 31. And going forward, 
you’ll also need to take your 
RMDs by the end of every year.)

Not all retirement accounts 
are subject to RMDs. They ar-
en’t required for a Roth IRA, 

and, starting in 2024, won’t be 
required for a Roth 401(k) or 
403(b) plan. But if your account 
does call for RMDs, you do need 
to take them, because if you 
don’t, you could face tax penal-
ties. Previously, this penalty was 
50 percent of the amount you 
were supposed to have taken, 
but SECURE 2.0 reduced it to 25 
percent.

When you take your RMDs, you 
need to be aware of a key issue: 
taxes. RMDs are taxed as ordi-
nary income, and, as such, they 
could potentially bump you into 
a higher tax bracket and possi-
bly even increase your Medicare 
premiums, which are deter-
mined by your modified adjust-
ed gross income. Are there any 
ways you could possibly reduce 
an RMD-related tax hike?

You might have some options. 
Here are two to consider:

• Convert tax-deferred ac-
counts to Roth IRA. You could 
convert some, or maybe all, of 
your tax-deferred retirement 
accounts to a Roth IRA. By doing 
so, you could lower your RMDs 
in the future — while adding 
funds to an account you’re nev-
er required to touch. So, if you 
don’t really need all the mon-
ey to live on, you could include 
the remainder of the Roth IRA 
in your estate plans, providing 
an initially tax-
free inheritance 
to your loved ones. 

At this stage of things, most of the 
developments in the criminal 
cases against former President 

Trump involve this appeal or that appeal, 
or this hearing date or that hearing date. 
But in Fulton County, where the elected 
district attorney, Fani Willis, has brought 
a massive RICO case against Trump and 
18 other defendants, something truly 
wild is happening.

One of the defendants in the case, 
a man named Michael Roman, who 
worked on the Trump 2020 campaign, 
has filed a motion to dismiss the charges 
against him. Roman alleges that Willis 
abused her authority by appointing her 
boyfriend, Nathan Wade, to be the spe-
cial prosecutor in the Trump case, then 
paid Wade an excessive amount, and that 
Wade used some of that money to pay for 

vacations and other high living together 
with Willis.

Roman wants the charges against him 
dropped because, he alleges, Willis did 
not complete the formal process required 
to appoint Wade as special prosecutor in 
the first place. Roman also wants Willis 
removed from the case “on the grounds 
that the district attorney and the special 
prosecutor have been engaged in an im-
proper, clandestine personal relation-
ship during the pendency of this case, 
which has resulted in the special prose-
cutor, and, in turn, the district attorney, 
profiting significantly from this prosecu-
tion at the expense of taxpayers.”

Roman’s motion does not present a full 
range of evidence to support the allega-
tions. Some of the evidence is in publicly 
available records. As for the rest, Roman’s 
lawyer says she has seen the proof and 
has some of it in her possession — more 
on that later.

Roman alleges that Wade does not have 
the experience for the job 
Willis gave him.

“The special prosecutor 

What better way to start 2024 
than with a political pop quiz? 
It is impossible to fail this one. 

There are 12 multiple choice questions, 
and you choose your favorite answer (or 
answers). It’s kind of like the honor sys-
tem, and that’s what America is all about, 
right? Sharpen your pencils, silence your 
cell phones, and stay hydrated. Let’s get 
started.

1. President Joe Biden is: A) a senile old 
man who can barely get out of bed; B) a 
political mastermind who calls the shots 
in the investigations into his opponent; 
C) the brains behind our nation’s eco-
nomic recovery; or D) looking forward to 
a nap.

2. Former president Donald Trump is: 
A) America’s only hope against evil; B) the 
only candidate with 91 felony charges; 

C) more popular than ever, even with 91 
felony charges; or D) probably tweeting 
something using the words “witch hunt” 
at this very moment.

3. Colorado Rep. Lauren Boebert has 
made headlines after: A) feuding with 
Georgia Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene; B) 
groping her boyfriend while seated in the 
audience during a theater performance; 
C) reports of an animated argument with 
her ex-husband in a restaurant; or D) en-
gaging in a lot of hands-on research.

4. Donald Trump’s 2023 Christmas 
message to Americans included this line: 
A) “Rot in hell”; B) “Peace on Earth, Good 
Will To Men”; C) “People can say Merry 
Christmas again, because I brought it 
back”; or D) “Know any good lawyers?”

5. Joe Biden’s most challenging task in 
2024 will be: A) convincing people to vote 
for him; B) writing a memorable election 
night victory speech; C) keeping tabs on 
his son Hunter; or D) staying on his feet.

6. The House of Representatives has 
a long list of priorities. 
At the top of the list is: A) 
avoiding a government 

3112 Highway 278 | Covington, GA 30014 (Newton Plaza)
4018 Atlanta Hwy | Loganville (Next door to TJ Maxx)

770-554-3886 | www.Mattress-Choice.com

We carry today’s top-rated brands with cutting edge cool to 
the touch technology and a wide variety of sleep accessories.

By Gigi

Above AllAbove All
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE
770-922-5356770-922-5356

• Large or Dangerous Tree Removal
• Articulating Loader to Protect Your Yard!
• Discounts Available (10 or more trees)

• Stump Grinding
• Drug Free Work Environment

• FREE ESTIMATES

770-922-5356
ABOVEALLTREES.COMSERVING YOU SINCE 1999
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If you or a loved one could use our 
professional support, it might be time to get 

in touch.
Providing reliable and affordable home care 

services since 2014.

vdshomehealthcare@gmail.com 
678-509-5535

VDS Home Health Care
Personalized Care 

Solutions

11290 Brown Bridge Rd. 
Covington, GA 30016

www.dwairflow.com • 770-788-7700
High-Quality HVAC Services Since 1986

Your Comfort is 
Our Business

KEEP YOUR 
FAMILY WARM 
THIS WINTER

Smart Home Security

Security Technologies

Improve Security 
Video Doorbell
Smart Lock
HD Video Cameras
24/7 Monitoring
Increase Home Value 
Smart Thermostat
Smart Lights
Smart Plugs
iPhone/Android App

CALL: (678) 342-9110

FINANCIAL FOCUS
What should you know 

about RMDs?

Your 2024
Political Pop Quiz

‘Hanky-panky’
claims surround

Fulton RICO case
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shutdown; 
B) trying 
not to oust 

yet another Speaker; C) finding 
a reason to impeach President 
Biden; or D) continuing to block 
actual legislation.

7. Taylor Swift will shock the 
world when she: A) endorses 
Joe Biden; B) endorses Donald 
Trump; C) runs for president; 
or D) performs at the Nation-
al Cornbread Festival in South 
Pittsburg, Tennessee.

8. After losing the GOP pres-
idential nomination, Ron De-
Santis and Nikki Haley will: A) 
star in a new Fox network sit-
com called, “He Said, She Said”; 
B) count down the days until the 
2028 presidential election; C) 
forget all those nasty things they 
said about each other in the in-
terest of party unity; or D) tour 
the country in a “Battle of the 
Sexes” pickleball tournament.

9.  Now that he has withdrawn 
from the GOP presidential race, 
former New Jersey governor 
Chris Christie will: A) host “Sat-
urday Night Live,” B) join the 
next president’s Cabinet; C) be-
come a Democrat; or D) become 
the commercial spokesman for 
Jersey Mike Subs.

10. Donald Trump says he 
has already decided on his vice 
presidential candidate. His 
running mate will be: A) Tucker 
Carlson; B) the My Pillow guy; C) 
Elise Stefanik; or D) Mike Pence.

11. As gas prices continue to 
fall, the credit should go to: A) 

supply and demand; B) Presi-
dent Biden; C) kind, thoughtful 
oil companies, who want to give 
back to their customers; or D) 
generous, considerate oil pro-
ducing nations, who want to 
share their wealth.

12. Former President Trump 
will continue to be criticized for 
what he was doing for 187 min-
utes on Jan. 6, 2021 as his sup-
porters stormed the Capitol. 
Depending on who you believe, 
he was: A) approving of what 
took place while watching it on 
TV; B) trying to find a way to re-
store order; C) ignoring pleas 
from his children, his chief of 
staff, Fox personalities, and 
members of Congress to tell ri-
oters to go home; or D) checking 
on the safety of Vice President 
Pence.

As promised, now that you 
have chosen what you believe 
to be the correct answers, you 
can award your own grades, 
and share the results with your 
friends. Who am I to judge? 
You’re either reading this in a 
newspaper or online, so you 
are well informed and capable 
of doing your own research. I 
know I can trust you.

David Carroll is a Chattanooga 
news anchor, and his new book “I 
Won’t Be Your Escape Goat” is avail-
able on his website, ChattanoogaRa-
dioTV.com. You may contact him at 
900 Whitehall Road, Chattanooga, 
TN 37405, or at RadioTV2020@ya-
hoo.com.

has never 
tried a fel-
ony RICO 

case,” the motion says. 
More than that: The mo-
tion goes on to note that 
Roman’s lawyers have 
been “unable to find any 
history of Wade ever hav-
ing prosecuted a single 
felony trial.” The mo-
tion says there are many 
lawyers in Georgia who 
specialize in trying and 
defending RICO cases, 
but Wade is not one of 
them; in fact, the motion 
alleges, Wade “would not 
be qualified under Ful-
ton County’s standards 
to be appointed to rep-
resent any defendant in 
this case given the com-
plexity of the charges.”

Nevertheless, Wil-
lis chose Wade. Why? 
“Willis and Wade were 
romantically involved 
prior to Willis awarding a 
contract for legal services 
with Wade,” the motion 
says. “Willis and Wade 
have traveled personally 

together to such plac-
es as Napa Valley, Calif.; 
Florida, and the Carib-
bean, and Wade has pur-
chased tickets for both 
of them to travel on both 
the Norwegian and Royal 
Caribbean cruise lines. 
Wade has also purchased 
hotel rooms for personal 
trips with funds from the 
same account used to re-
ceive payments under his 
contract with Willis.”

The motion adds that, 
“The district attorney and 
the special prosecutor 
have been seen in private 
together in and about 
the Atlanta area and be-
lieved to have co-habited 
in some form or fashion 
at a location owned by 
neither of them.” That 
sounds a little mysteri-
ous, and the motion does 
not say who owned the 
property in question.

Wade has done very 
well financially working 
on his alleged girlfriend’s 
case against Trump. “As 
of December 2023, Wade 

has been paid a total of 
$653,881, which does not 
include all of his billing 
to date and does not in-
clude the amounts paid 
to his law firm through 
his partners,” the motion 
says. In contrast, Willis’ 
total salary is $198,266 
per year.

The motion says that 
Wade was married to an-
other woman at the time 
this was going on. It says 
Wade filed for divorce at 
virtually the same mo-
ment he signed on to the 
Willis prosecution, and 
then immediately moved 
for his divorce records to 
be sealed. But the motion 
says that the order to seal 
the records, like the effort 
to hire Wade initially, did 
not follow proper pro-
cedures. Defendant Ro-
man’s attorney, Ashleigh 
Merchant, explained in a 
fascinating footnote:

“This order appears 
to have been signed as a 
‘consent’ order sealing 
the record, and the re-

quired hearing was not 
held prior to this order 
being entered. There-
fore, the order is void 
and, if requested by any 
third party, should be 
unsealed by the court. 
However, without know-
ing the record had been 
sealed and prior to the 
court clerk actually seal-
ing the record, under-
signed counsel [Mer-
chant] was able to view 
this record and obtain 
copies of certain docu-
ments that had been filed 
upon review of the file at 
the clerk’s office.”

So it appears that is 
how Roman’s legal team 
found out some of the in-
formation about the Wil-
lis-Wade relationship. 
When public figures are 
involved, divorces can 
sometimes be the source 
of interesting informa-
tion. This time, it’s infor-
mation concerning one 
of the most consequen-
tial prosecutions in U.S. 
history.

One more thing. Vari-
ous exhibits attached to 
the motion contain cop-
ies of invoices Wade sent 
to Willis’ office. They list 
what Wade did during 
the hours for which he 
was requesting payment. 
Two entries are of par-
ticular interest. There is 
one billing note for “Conf 
with White House Coun-
sel” on May 23, 2022, and 
another for “Interview 
with DC/White House” on 
Nov. 18, 2022. Given the 
intensely political nature 
of the Trump case, any 
evidence of Biden White 
House involvement will 
be of great interest.

That is the latest on the 
Georgia prosecution. If 
true, it’s a pretty sordid 
story. But given Roman’s 
request — that prosecutor 
Willis be removed from 
the case — it could be 
much more than that.

Byron York is chief political 
correspondent for The Wash-
ington Examiner.

Howev-
er, con-
verting 

a tax-deferred account to 
a Roth IRA will generate 
taxes in the year of con-
version, so you’d need the 
money available to pay this 
tax bill.

• Donate RMDs to char-
ity. In what’s known as a 
qualified charitable dis-
tribution, you can move 
up to $100,000 of your 
RMDs directly from a tra-
ditional IRA to a qualified 
charity, avoiding the taxes 
that might otherwise re-
sult if you took the RMDs 
yourself. After 2023, the 
$100,000 limit will be in-
dexed to inflation.

Of course, before you 
start either a Roth IRA 
conversion or a qualified 
charitable distribution, 
you will need to consult 
with your tax advisor, as 
both these moves have is-
sues you must consider 
and may not be appropri-
ate for your situation.

But it’s always a good 
idea to know as much as 
you can about the various 
aspects of RMDs — they 
could play a big part in 
your retirement income 
strategy.called, “Survivor: Su-
permarket Chaos.”

I would feel better if the 
manager would fit me with a 
store-branded t-shirt and cap 
as I enter the store. Hey, if I’m 

going to work for you, I might as 
well look the part.

As I make my rounds through 
the aisles, my store cred might 
come in handy as I gather the 
scavenger hunt items I’ve been 
tasked to find by the game 
master. (Okay, it’s my wife. We 
had visitors over the holidays, 
so I was searching for arugula, 
grenadine, tahini, saffron, and 
gnocchi. The shelf stockers look 
away when they see me com-
ing).

Once I’ve filled my buggy, 
snagging most of the hidden 
treasures on my list, it’s check-
out time. On to the land of au-
tomation!

Obviously, these wondrous 
devices were designed to elim-
inate employees. Some genius 
told Mr. Supermarket Magnate, 
“Do I have a deal for you! We’re 
going to get rid of those check-
out ladies and bag boys, and 
let your shoppers do the work 
for you!” Before anyone could 
say, “Oh, now we can lower the 
prices,” the genius continued, 
“and meanwhile, we will raise 
the prices!” Mr. Supermarket 
Magnate thoughtfully consid-
ered the possibility of fewer 
employees and higher profits, 
mulled it over for a millisecond, 
and said, “Sold!”

I never I thought I’d miss the 
days 

Austin Harris is a financial officer 
at Edward Jones on Dearing Street 
in Covington. He can be reached 
via email at austin.harris@edward-
jones.com.
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Obituary lovingly provided by the family.

October 26, 1930 – January 10, 2024

Paul F. Little, age 93, of Mansfield, GA 
passed away Wednesday, January 10, 2024 at 
his home at Prema at Ashton Hills Assisted 
Living in Covington, GA. Paul was the son of 
Willie and Gertrude Little and was raised on 
a sharecropper’s farm in the Goldmine Com-
munity of Hart County Georgia during the 
Great Depression. He told stories of his hard 
upbringing, doing his chores using a one or 
two horse wagon, picking cotton, and plow-
ing the fields with a mule. One of the proud-
est days farming was when his father finally 
got them a tractor to use. One day while he 
was in the fields, he looked up and saw an 
airplane overhead. He got off the tractor, 
went home and told his Momma that farm-
ing was not for him and he was joining the 
service.

Enlisting in the United States Air Force as 
a military police officer, got him out of the 
fields and sent to a war in a place he had not 
heard of “Korea”. After serving there for a 
year, he came home and met the love of his 
life, Hilda Frances Cordell. They were mar-
ried and shared 66 years together until her 
death in 2018.

During his time in the Air Force his fam-
ily was stationed in Maine, England, Texas, 
Scotland, and California, making friends at 
each stop along the way. He also served a tour 
of duty in Vietnam in 1967-68. Upon his re-
tirement from the Air Force, Paul returned to 

Elberton, GA, his wife’s 
hometown, and joined 
the Elberton Police De-
partment. After several 
years there he joined 
the US Postal Service as 
a letter carrier, which 
lead him to be appoint-
ed as the Postmaster 
of the Mansfield, GA 
post office in which he 
served until his second 
retirement in 1998. He 
was a member of Man-

sfield Baptist Church and was also a 50-year 
Mason.

Along with his parents, Paul is preceded in 
death by his brothers Bud and Harold and 
his sister Mildred Pilgram. He is survived by 
his children Terry (June), Rodney (Tammie), 
Debbie (Craig) and Tim (Gay); five grandchil-
dren; three great-grandchildren and his sis-
ter Hazel Dickerson.

A private service will be held at the Georgia 
Veterans Cemetery in Milledgeville, Georgia 
where he will be laid to rest beside his wife 
Hilda. In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations can be made to the St. Jude’s 
Childrens Hospital or the Shriner’s Hospital 
for Children, which were his favorite chari-
ties.

The family would like to thank the people 
who cared for their dad over the years, Dr. 
Park, Dr. Jacoby, Dr. Rogers the staff at Pre-
ma at Ashton Hills and the nurses and staff at 
Southern Grace Hospice.

Obituary: Paul Little

PAUL LITTLE

Monday, Jan. 15

Friday, Jan. 19

Tuesday, Jan. 23

Community Calendar
Tuesday, Jan. 30

Wednesday, Feb. 7

Monday, Feb. 5

Tuesday, Feb. 13

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 

Inc. / Chi Tau Omega invites the 

public to a drive through food 

drive. There are two drop-off 

locations. 

Antioch AME Church

1790 Ebenezer Rd SW

Conyers, Ga 30094

St. Paul AME Church 

13108 Brown Bridge Rd.

Covington, Ga. 30016

They accept donations of 

non-perishable food in cans. 

They recommend sauces, soups, 

canned fish, beans, dry beans, 

dry foods, pasta, rice, peanut 

butter, etc. 

Donations benefit Newton & 

Rockdale counties’ MLK Day 

of Service “A Day On and Not a 

Day Off.”

5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Newton County Schools’ Com-

munity Listening Sessions

Eastside High School

140 GA-142 

Covington, Ga. 30014

7 p.m. 

Newton County Republican 

Party Monthly Meeting

The public is invited to attend 

the first monthly meeting of 

2024. The guest speakers this 

month will be Tommy Davis 

(Newton County Coroner) and 

Tim Fleming (State Represen-

tative 114th District). Everyone 

is welcome. Bring a friend with 

you.

Canaan Baptist Church

5581 Salem Rd. 

Covington, Ga. 30016

Historic Preservation Com-

mittee (HPC) Board Public 

Hearing

6-8 p.m.

Additional Dates

Wed, Mar 06, 2024,

6-8 p.m.

Wed, Apr 03, 2024,

6-8 p.m.

Wed, May 01, 2024,

6-8 p.m.

Location

Council Room

2116 Stallings Street

Covington, GA

To submit your events to our calendar, send information to news@covnews.com 

or create your own calendar event at CovNews.com/Calendar

1-5 p.m. 

Group Exercise Room

Covington Family YMCA Blood 

Drive

To make an appointment, visit 

redcrossblood.org or use the 

Cross Donor App and enter 

sponsor code: covymca

Eat iron rich foods, drink 

plenty of water and sleep well 

before donating. A Photo ID is 

required. 

January is National Blood 

Donor Month. 

6-7:30 p.m. 

Empowering Parents and Stu-

dents Interactive Webinar

If interested in attending this 

free webinar, register through 

the following link: https://www.

airmeet.com/e/18c77880-fa65-

11ed-99f8-8b2953abd7fa. 

Covington City Council Meeting

6:30-8:30 p.m.

Additional Dates

Mon, Feb 19, 2024, 6:30-8:30 

p.m.

Mon, Mar 04, 2024, 6:30-8:30 

p.m.

Location

Council Room

2116 Stallings Street

Covington, GA

Planning Commission Meeting

6-8 p.m.

Additional Dates

Tue, Mar 12, 2024, 6-8 p.m.

Location

Council Room

2116 Stallings Street

Covington, GA

Thursday, Jan. 18

Thursday, Feb. 15Tuesday, Jan. 23

Tuesday, Jan. 23

Tuesday, Jan. 23

Thursday, Feb. 22

Friday, March 15

Thursday, May 2

Caregiver Support Group

3-3:30 p.m.

Additional Dates

Thu, May 16, 2024, 3-3:30 

p.m.

Location

Covington, GA

Are you a caregiver to an elderly 

loved one? We know it can be 

exhausting, but we are here 

to help. We will have different 

speakers, open discussion, and 

much more each month. Please, 

reach out to Kacey Owens 

at Benton House for more 

information about monthly 

meetings.

The Addams Family (Middle 

School Musical)

7-8 p.m.

Location

Peachtree Academy Covington 

Campus

14101 Hwy 278 NE

Covington, GA

MUSICAL BINGO

Whistle Post Tavern

 7:00pm-9:00pm

Additional Dates

Tue, Jan 16, 2024, 7:00pm-

9:00pm

Tue, Jan 30, 2024, 7:00pm-

9:00pm

Tue, Feb 06, 2024, 7:00pm-

9:00pm

Location

Whistle Post Tavern

935 Railroad Street

Conyers, GA

Lead-In Experts Networking

8:15am-9:30am

Additional Dates

Tuesday, January 16, 2024, 

8:15am-9:30am

Tuesday, January 30, 2024, 

8:15am-9:30am

Tuesday, February 06, 2024, 

8:15am-9:30am

Location

Lead-In Experts Networking 

Group

Conyers, GA

Price

$50

ServSafe Manager One-Day 

Training

8:30 a.m.  to 6 p.m.

Additional Dates

Tue, May 07, 2024, 8:30 a.m. to 

6 p.m.

Tue, Aug 20, 2024, 8:30 a.m. to 

6 p.m.

Tue, Dec 03, 2024, 8:30 a.m. to 

6 p.m.

Location

Conyers, GA

Price

$150

Georgia Cooperative Extension 

provides nationally recognized and 

accredited ServSafe® training for 

food service managers from the 

National Restaurant Association 

Educational Foundation (NRAEF). 

Upon successful completion 

of the ServSafe® examination, 

the ServSafe® Food Protection 

Manager certificate will be issued 

by the NRAEF. 

Georgia 4-H State Livestock 

Judging Contest

8 p.m.

Additional Dates

Sat, Mar 16, 2024, 8 p.m.

Sun, Mar 17, 2024, 8 p.m.

Location

Covington, GA

Description

4-H and FFA event

Into the Woods (Spring 

Musical)

7-8 p.m.

Location

Peachtree Academy Covington 

Campus

14101 Hwy 278 NE

Covington, GA

Be careful what you wish for, as 

Stephen Sondheim’s and James 

Lapine’s cockeyed fairytale 

comes to life in this adaptation 

of their groundbreaking, Tony 

Award-winning musical.
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Pet of the Week

Smokey - Adult Male - Tabby
Kat Pawz Sanctuary - Oxford, Ga

"Your only locally owned 
and operated Pet Crematory."

Why Local Veterinarians 
Recommend Wheeler PETuary

Wheeler PETuary
Our Family Serving Yours  

78 Chamisa Rd, Covington, GA 30016

www.wheelerpetuary.com • 470-205-3000www.wheelerpetuary.com • 470-205-3000 

“The reason we recommend Wheeler PETuary to our clients 
is because of the compassion they express to the families 
who have lost a pet.”
                          Dr. Krueger, Covington Veterinary Clinic

NCSO conducts New Year’s Eve safety road checks

Hayes announced as 
corporate secretary of 
Southern Heartland

NCSS announces Eelementary winners of District Science Fair

STAFF REPORT | THE NEWS

NEWTON COUNTY— On New Year’s Eve, the 
Newton County Sheriff ’s Office (NCSO) Traf-
fic and H.E.A.T. Units conducted safety road 
checks throughout Newton County. 

The road checks were in an effort to not 
only ensure safe driving but to reduce the 
number of injuries and fatalities caused by 
impaired driving. 

Covington Police Department (CPD) and 
Georgia State Patrol (GSP) provided assis-
tance with the road checks, too. 

As a result, the NCSO, CPD and GSP made 
eight DUI arrests and issued 50 citations, 
which included seatbelt violations. 

“The New Year’s Eve safety road checks 
were very successful in removing impaired 
drivers from the roadway in addition to edu-
cating all drivers on responsible driving be-
havior,” a press release stated.  

The NCSO H.E.A.T. Unit is a grant-funded 
program. Its purpose is to combat crashes, 
injuries and fatalities, which are caused by 
impaired driving and speeding. Also, it aims 
to increase seatbelt use and educate the 
public about traffic safety and DUI dangers. 

For more information about the H.E.A.T. 
program or any other Georgia Governor’s 
Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) campaign, 
visit www.gahighwaysafety.org.

STAFF REPORT | THE NEWS

The executive board of Southern Heart-
land Arts, Inc. (SHA) announced this 
week  that it has chosen Lisa B. Hayes to 

succeed Linda L. Pflug as corporate secretary 
for SHA, Inc. 

Hayes is a longtime supporter of the Visual 
Arts in Newton County, seeding the James P. 
Hayes Cardinal Scholarship Fund in 2007, and 
contributing to that fund annually. 

Southern Heartland has provided scholar-
ships to Newton County graduating seniors ev-
ery year since 1988, when it achieved IRS rec-
ognition as a 501(c)(3) visual arts advocate. In 
addition to higher education scholarships, The 
Cardinal Fund has also provided scholarships 
to underserved children for its Summer Art 
Camp programs.

“Lisa, who officially retired in August 2021, 
has graciously agreed to be elevated from SHA’s 
Executive Board of Directors to her new posi-
tion of Corporate Secretary,” a press release 
stated. “She joins Jacqueline Kelly, Board Chair, 
Elise Hammond, Gallery Director and Susan 
Wahl, CFO, as officers on the SHA Inc. execu-
tive board.” 

STAFF REPORT | THE NEWS

Newton County School System 
(NCSS) recently announced 
the winners of the NCSS El-

ementary District Science and Engi-
neering Fair. According to Christina 
Phyall, NCSS Elementary Curric-
ulum & Instruction Specialist, the 
district’s first place winners will 
represent Newton County Schools in 
the Georgia College and State Uni-
versity Science and Engineering Fair 
on March 29, 2024.

“Congratulations to each of our 
science fair winners,” said Dr. Pen-
ny Mosley, Director of Elementary 
Schools for NCSS. “A lot of time and 
effort goes into researching and 
conducting science experiments for 
each project, so I commend the stu-
dents for taking the time to partici-
pate. Our students conducted some 
very high caliber experiments so I 
know our first-place winners will 
represent Newton County School 
System well in the State Science 
Fair.”

The following is a list of all Newton 

County School system Science Fair 
winners along with their project ti-
tles.

FIRST PLACE WINNERS

Kane Whitaker, Rocky Plains El-
ementary, Kindergarten — Knead 
New Playdough.

Jalia Babineaux, Newton County 
STEAM Academy, 5th grade — In the 
Zone with Avobenzone.

Cole Boudoucies, Mansfield Ele-
mentary, 4th grade — Bicycle Gears.

Naomi Grigsby, Livingston Ele-
mentary, 5th grade — Cotton Candy.

Breahna Jones, Middle Ridge Ele-
mentary, 4th grade — Citrus Battery.

Je’Nae Nicole Law, South Salem, 
5th grade — Feeling Hot, Hot, HOT! 
Which reptile light bulb produces 
the most heat? .

Joshua Pugh, Live Oak, 5th grade — 
Super Charge.

A’King Robinson, Oak Hill, 5th 
grade —- Super Charge.

Jakari Jett, South Salem, 4th grade 
— Solar Oven.

Lamine Juwara, Oak Hill, 5th 

grade — How to Grow Bacteria.

SECOND PLACE WINNERS

Brooklyn Jones, Middle Ridge, 4th 
grade — Different Types of Crystals.

Aubree Parrish, Livingston, 5th 

grade — Ice Cream Wars.
Quinn Lathrop, Newton County 

STEAM Academy, 4th grade  — Roll 
with the Wind

Faleye Chad Slaven, 
Live Oak, 5th grade — 
Trees in Flight

WINNERS
CONT. ON A8

The Newton County sheriff’s office made eight dui arrests and issued 50 citations on its new year’s eve safety road checks.
Via Newton County Sheriff’s Office
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