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The Word

God sent his Son,
born of a woman,
born under law,
to redeem those
under law, that
we might receive
the full rights of
sons.

— Galatians 4:4-5

Serving Newton, Rockdale & surrounding
counties for over 35 years!

LVP $1.99 While
Supplies Lat

www.hardysfloors.com
We meet or beat any price you have in writing.

THE 45TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES WAS

IMPEACHED

Rep. Jody Hice calls the impeachment a "huge attack on the future of our republic’

Donald Trump, the 45th President of the United States.

Photo | The White House

Caitlin Jett
CJETT@COVNEWS.COM

The House of Representatives vot-
ed to impeach Donald Trump, the
45th President of the United States,
for abuse of power and obstruction
of Congress on Wednesday night,
Dec. 18.

Trump is the third president in his-
tory to be impeached, following An-
drew Johnson in 1868 and William
“Bill” Clinton in 1998.

On the charge for abuse of power
related to allegedly withholding aid
to Ukraine in exchange for informa-
tion on a political rival, the House,
with its Democratic majority, voted
230-197. On the charge for obstruc-
tion of Congress, the House voted
229-198.

Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, D-Hawaii,
voted “present” on both articles. Two
Democrats — Collin Peterson from
Minnesota and Jefferson Van Drew
of New Jersey — voted against both
charges. It has been reported Van
Drew is set to switch parties in the
future.

Trump will stand trial in front of
the U.S. Senate, with its Republican

majority, sometime in the new year.
A two-thirds vote on either count
would be needed to make Trump the
first president removed from office.
Chief Justice John Roberts will pre-
side overthe trial.

Rep. Jody Hice, R-Ga., issued a
statement following the votes, saying
he “voted no on both articles of im-
peachment”

“Since the day he was inaugurated,
President Trump has been met with
open hostility from both the media
and political foes alike. Rather than
working with the president, House
Democrats have squandered an entire
year, wasting countless opportunities
to enact positive change for Amer-
ica,” he said. “Instead, their energies
and resources have been fixated on
a vendetta against the president — an
endless cycle of wild allegations and
partisan witch-hunt investigations.”

Hice added, “Once the impeach-
ment charade began, my democrat
colleagues haphazardly bounced
from accusation to accusation - each
new charge lacking the evidence to
back it up.

B See TRUMP, 2A

BD operating without air permit, EPD says

mated GDC’s EtO emissions at 0.65
pounds per hour or 5,600 pounds per
year, therefore, requiring a permit un-
der the Georgia Rules of Air Quality
Control.

The Notice of Violation seeks to
prevent BD from placing any medical

Staff Report
NEWS@COVNEWS.COM

The Georgia Environmental Pro-
tection Division issued a Notice of
Violation of the Georgia Rules for
Air Quality Control to Becton, Dick-

prescribed by statute, the Notice of
Violation’s conditions are not binding
unless included in a consent agree-
ment or other order. EPD will eval-
uate BD’s response to the Notice of
Violation (due Friday, Dec. 20, 2019,
1 p.m.) as it considers potential next

inson and Company for operating its
Global Distribution Center , located
on Lochridge Boulevard in Coving-
ton, without an air quality permit on
Thursday, Dec. 18.

This warehouse stores medical
equipment sterilized using ethylene
oxide, or EtO, at the BD Covington
and BD Madison facilities, as well as
medical equipment sterilized at other
BD facilities outside of Georgia.

Due to EPD’s continued oversight
and as a condition of the Oct. 28,2019
judicial consent order, BD provided
estimates of fugitive EtO emissions
occurring at offsite warehouses lo-
cated in Newton County on Dec. 15,
2019. BD’s report identified one such
warehouse — the GDC — and esti-

equipment that has been sterilized us-
ing EtO into the GDC from Dec. 23,
2019 through Jan. 6, 2020 to decrease
the amount of product in the GDC
and to allow BD and EPD time to de-
velop a plan to lower emissions from
this facility.

The Notice of Violation further re-
quests that BD conduct ambient air
monitoring around the facility and
submit a permit application for the
GDC that will include installation of
air pollution control equipment to de-
stroy no less than 99% of EtO emis-
sions. In the Notice of Violation, EPD
requests additional information from
BD to inform future decision-making.

The Notice of Violation is the first
step in EPD’s enforcement process. As

steps, including assessment of fines or
other enforcement actions.

Current law requires that facilities
with a potential to emit more than
4,000 pounds a year of EtO have a
permit and install emissions con-
trols. As a result of the analysis of EtO
emissions at the GDC required by the
Oct. 28 order, EPD has become aware
that the GDC is above this threshold.
GA EPD has alerted the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency of this sit-
uation.

The BD Report on Fugitive Emis-
sions from the GDC as well as the
EPD Notice of Violation can be found
on the EPD EtO webpage at https://
epd.georgia.gov/ethylene-oxide-in-
formation.

David Clemons | The Covington News

Flags fly outside the Covington, Ga., medical sterilization facility of New Jersey-based Becton, Dickinson and Co.

Submitted | The Covington News
Newton County Schools Superintendent Samantha
Fuhrey.

Fuhrey named
national finalist

Caitlin Jett
CJETT@COVNEWS.COM

Samantha Fuhrey was
one of four finalists for
the 2020 National Super-
intendent of the Year. The
other finalists are Gustavo
Balderas, Eugene (Oregon)
School District 4]; Michael
Nagler, Mineola (New
York) Public Schools; and
Jeffery Smith, Hampton
(Virginia) City Schools.

Newton Countys own
2020 Georgia Superinten-
dent of the Year was named
a finalist for the National
Superintendent of the Year
this week.

The School Superin-
tendent’s Association an-
nounced Newton County
Schools  Superintendent

B See FUHREY, 2A
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“It is quite an honor to represent Georgia,
the Newton County School System and com-
munity as a national finalist for Superinten-
dent of the Year,” Fuhrey said in a statement.
“I would not be in this position without our
dedicated school system team, our hardwork-
ing students and our supportive community.
Together, we have made strides to ensure that
we achieve our vision that all students are
well-rounded and prepared for the future.

“I consider this an honor to be shared with
our NCSS team, students, families and our
community partners. Newton County is truly
a special community that supports its public
school system. As a result, our students have
benefitted from and have shown time and
time again that they can compete with their
peers at the regional, state and national level.
I would be remiss if I didn’t publicly acknowl-
edge the tremendous support I receive from
our school board.

“Together they are a fantastic team that puts
the children of our district first in every deci-
sion they make. Not all school superintendents
are so fortunate to work with such an amazing
group of men and women. They truly want
what’s best for our students and employees”

Shakila Henderson-Baker, chairwoman
of the Newton County Board of Education,
said the board was “absolutely excited” that
Fuhrey’s “leadership, commitment to pub-
lic education and innovative practices have
gained recognition nationally”

“Her leadership for learning and her im-
plementation of programs in our district have
been centered around national topics that
have impacted school systems everywhere,
Henderson-Baker said in a statement. “This
has not only helped us to be proactive versus

reactive, but it has also brought attention to
our school district nationally on platforms like
CNN and at national educational conferences.
Her drive to be innovative and a forward
thinker is also one of the reasons her peers
from other districts respect her and seek out
her guidance.

Henderson-Baker added, “I spoke with a
superintendent in another district recently at
a conference about this and his response was,
‘When they ask she’s always willing to assist
them! I think of Mrs. Fuhrey as a great leader
because a leader at all times helps their team to
be successful, but a great leader assists and de-
velops others around them to be great leaders
and when that happens success becomes nat-
ural. We are so thankful to have a great leader
like Mrs. Fuhrey!”

Fuhrey is in her seventh year as superinten-
dent for Newton County schools. As the first
female school superintendent in county his-
tory, she has received six contract extensions
from the Newton County Board of Education.

In 2016, Fuhrey was awarded the GSSA
President’s Award. She also recently received
the Distinguished Alumni Award from Mary-
wood University in Dunmore, Pennsylvania.

Fuhrey previously served as the deputy su-
perintendent for curriculum and instruction
for Newton County schools. She has extensive
leadership experience at the executive level as
she previously served as the executive director
for secondary education, the director of sec-
ondary education and the director of profes-
sional learning for Newton County schools.

Before becoming a district administrator,
Fuhrey was the principal of Indian Creek
Middle School in Newton County from 2005
to 2008 after having been promoted from as-
sistant principal, a position she held from 2001
to 2005.

Prior to her employment with Newton
County Schools, Fuhrey worked for the

DeKalb County School District as an assistant
principal and an English teacher.

Fuhrey earned her Bachelor of Science de-
gree in secondary English from Marywood
University in 1991 and her master’s degree in
educational leadership from State University
of West Georgia in 2000. She added an educa-
tion specialists degree in educational leader-
ship from Georgia College and State Univer-
sity in 2006.

The National Superintendent of the Year
finalists will have an opportunity to meet the
national education community during a press
conference on Thursday, Jan. 9, at the National
Press Club in Washington, D.C. The confer-
ence will begin at 3 p.m.

The National Superintendent of the Year
program, now in its 33rd year, is open to all
U.S. superintendents who plan to continue in
the profession, according to the AASA press
release. The program also honors internation-
al school superintendents. The applicants were
measured against the following criteria:

« Leadership for learning — creativity in
successfully meeting the needs of students
in the school system

» Communication - strength in both per-
sonal and organizational communication

o Professionalism - constant improvement
of administrative knowledge and skills,
while providing professional development
opportunities and motivation to others on
the education team

« Community involvement - active partic-
ipation in local community activities and
an understanding of regional, national
and international issues

A $10,000 college scholarship will be pre-
sented in the name of the 2020 National Su-
perintendent of the Year to a student in the
high school from which the superintendent
graduated, or the school now serving the same
area, according to the release.

Rob Scheinerman, CEO of AIG Retirement
Services, said it was an “honor” to congratulate
the four finalists “who mean so much to the
school districts and communities they serve”

“These outstanding educators share a pas-
sion for students and have helped thousands
of children realize their potential,” Schein-
erman said in a statement. “AIG Retirement
Services is proud to co-sponsor this program
as we pay tribute to school district leadership”

Paul G. Osland, president of First Student, a
student transport company, said the four su-
perintendents represented “the gold standard
in leadership, excellence in public education
and raising the academic standards in our
country.

“On behalf of the 5 million passengers we
transport to and from school every day, we
congratulate the finalists for the 2020 Nation-
al Superintendent of the Year,” Osland said in
a statement. “We are honored to partner with
AASA to celebrate the extraordinary con-
tributions of these four leaders as they help
shape our tomorrow.”

Daniel A. Domenech, AASA executive di-
rector, called the four finalists “champions for
children”

“This announcement represents an oppor-
tunity for AASA to recognize the tremendous
work and outstanding leadership carried out
by four ambassadors of public education who
I would refer to as ‘champions for children,”
Domenech said in a statement. “The Nation-
al Superintendent of the Year program cele-
brates both these education thought leaders
and the critical role public education plays in
our society. We are grateful to AIG Retirement
Services and First Student for supporting our
program.”

The 2020 National Superintendent of the
Year will be announced during the AASA’
National Conference on Education, held Feb.
13-14 in San Diego.

TRUMP

in search of a crime.”
Hice added, “While my colleagues on the other
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They’ve based their indictment of the president
on presumption, hearsay and policy disagreements,
none of which builds a convincing or compelling
case for removing him from office.

Hice continued by saying the weeks of “secret,
closed-door witness auditions” led to hearing from
a“disgruntled career bureaucrats,” or the “democrats’
star witnesses.”

“[The witnesses] could only testify to gossip and
speculative assumptions,” he said. “When that failed
to move the needle, in a desperate bid to strengthen
their case, House Democrats then turned to the con-
jecture of Ivy League academics, who strung togeth-
er cherry-picked quotes from our Founding Fathers
to humor a liberal fairytale. At the end of the day,
their crusade ended as it began, as an impeachment

side of the aisle obsessed over issuing subpoenas,
they lost sight of honoring the promises they made
to the American people. We leave soon to return to
our families for the Christmas season, having ac-
complished none of the great hopes we had when
we entered the 116th Congress. Let’s hope that when
we return in 2020 that the majority reevaluates its
priorities so that we may finally get to work on the
job the American people sent us to do.

In addition to the released statement, Hice took
to social media to say the impeachment is a “huge
attack on the future of our republic”

“Democrats have rejected the votes of 63 million
Americans, contrived false ‘evidence’ and rejected
fairness and the House rules—all to impeach @re-
alDonaldTrump for political purposes,” Hice wrote
on Twitter.

David Clemons, interim editor, contirbued to this
article.
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Piedmont Academy FFA officers attend panel discussion

Staff Report
NEWS@COVNEWS.COM

The Piedmont Academy
FFA officer team attended a
panel discussion in the Mon-
ticello Courthouse as a part
of Crossroads: A Change in
Rural America, sponsored by
the Smithsonian Institute, on
Saturday, Dec. 7.

The officers introduced
themselves to dignitaries in-
volved with the city of Mon-
ticello and the agriculture
industry. They listened and
learned about some of Jasper
County’s agricultural prob-
lems and ways the county
could resolve these problems.

Piedmont Academy’s FFA
chapter submitted questions
regarding problems that
challenge rural America pri-
or to attending the discus-
sion.

Submitted | The Covington News
Piedmont Academy FFA Advisor Austin Tucker and officers — Alisa Gilroy, Anna White, Beau Bradley, Dakota Floyd and Jake Pope — at the panel discussion in the
Monticello Courthouse on Saturday, Dec. 7.

Unwelcome Visitors

Staff Report
NEWS@COVNEWS.COM

Earlier this year, Chuck Bargeron learned
how to catch a Burmese python.

The co-director of the University of Geor-
gias Center for Invasive Species and Eco-
system Health was at a conference of the
Everglades Invasive Species Cooperative
Management Area,a consortium dedicated to
advancing science-based understanding and
enhanced management of the insects, plants,
fish, and animals that are invading the Ever-
glades. Bargeron is on the steering commitee
of the group and an expert in combating in-
vasive species.

There was a captured python in attendance
and when Bargerons turn came to subdue
it, he did as instructed and took hold of the
snake just behind its head. The python was
understandably agitated and as a defense
mechanism began wrapping itself around
Bargeron’s forearm. Bargeron was surprised
by his own reaction. Or, rather, his lack of one.

“I didn’t grab it} he recalled. “My first
thought was that I didn’t want to hurt it”

Before the six-foot-long snake, a mere ju-
venile version of a species that can grow up
to 18 feet in the wild, could make any mis-
chief, its handler unwound the python from
Bargeron’s arm, which was none the worse for
wear.

When it comes to invasive species in
North America, pythons, which have devas-
tated the delicate Everglades ecosystem, are
public enemy No. 1. But they've got strong
competition. Asian carp, should they swim
their way into the Great Lakes, would create
an environmental disaster that could cripple
the economies of two countries. The emerald
ash borer is a beetle that threatens every one
of the country’s 38 million ash trees, and the
$25 billion-a-year lumber industry that goes
along with it.

From nearly microscopic aphids to wild
boars the size of refrigerators, invasive species
of all sorts are wreaking havoc on the envi-
ronment, the economy, and a whole host of
unsuspecting and vulnerable native species.

And there is a small office in the Adminis-
tration Building at the UGA Tifton campus
with its eyes on them all.

INFORMATION WARFARE

The Center for Invasive Species and Eco-
system Health draws its origins from a part-
nership in the mid-1990s between two UGA
Tifton professors, Keith Douce in entomol-
ogy and Dave Moorhead in forestry. They
were looking for ways to enhance their work
using information technology. The result was
the Bugwood Image Database, a collection of
high-resolution photos focused on forestry,
integrated pest management, weeds, and oth-
er invasives.

“It all started with these two professors and
the technology they had on hand,” Associate
Director Joe LaForest said. “They had a vision
of what was coming down the road and were
able to provide the tools and content that ex-
tension personnel could use”

One of their first employees was Bargeron,
who took a part-time job the summer after he
graduated from Tift County High School and
kept it as he earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in computer science. He designed
and built the infrastructure behind the image
database and has been involved in each ex-
pansion.

The memorable Bugwood name (which
references its founders’ backgrounds in en-
tomology and forestry) has stuck. Bugwood.
org launched in 2001, bringing the growing
collection online for easy access. Even after
the Center for Invasive Species and Ecosys-
tem Health was formed in 2008 as a UGA
Cooperative Extension and Outreach Center,
its URL has remained.

In 2014, the center’s mission was expand-
ed to include graduate student teaching and
research.

Administratively, the center is jointly
housed in the College of Agricultural and En-

vironmental Sciences and the Warnell School
of Forestry and Natural Resources.

Bargeron’s snake encounter notwithstand-
ing, the majority of the center’s work is done
on the UGA Tifton campus. The center’s
13-person staff is generally not out in the
field hunting down invasive species, although
by and large, they have the expertise to do
exactly that. Rather, their role is to provide
thousands of forest rangers, naturalists, scien-
tists, and others around the country with the
information they need to do their jobs better.

“Our work revolves around defining sus-
tainability;” Michael Toews, a professor of en-
tomology who joined the center in 2014 said
when it expanded its research offerings. “Our
job is to document changes over time and to
provide a means to address problems.”

As of 2019, the database included more
than 300,000 images. Thousands more are
received each year, creating one of the most
diverse and complete archives of invasive
species and economically important species
in the world.

And then theres EDDMapS. A web-based
mapping system that tracks the spread of
invasive species and agronomic pests. Since
its launch in 2005, it's logged more than 4.2
million reports covering over 4,000 species.
The tool gives experts real-time information
about the spread of invasive species and helps
them predict—and possibly prevent—them
from spreading elsewhere.

Other center-led IT projects include a
suite of more than 75 smartphone apps that
are used to document forest health and the
spread of invasive species. The center’s most
recent partnership (with the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice and the nonprofit Wildlife Forever) is
WildSpotter.org, an identification and map-
ping app aimed at outdoor enthusiasts.

“Maybe reporting every kudzu patch or
Japanese honeysuckle patch is not import-
ant in the big picture,” Bargeron said. “But if
you get people reporting the common things,
when they see something new or unusual,
they will be more likely to report that”

A COLLECTION OF BAD IDEAS

Its estimated that about 50,000 nonnative
species have been introduced to the United
States. Not all of them are considered inva-
sive. To earn that dishonor, a species must
cause some sort of harm to the environment,
the economy, or public health. By that defi-
nition, the country’s invasive species number
about 4,300. Exact numbers are hard to pin
down, but it’s estimated that invasive species
cost the U.S. economy more than $120 billion
each year.

Those species get here in a variety of ways.
Many hitch rides on cargo ships or stow away
in bushels of imported agriculture. Perhaps
the most frustrating are those that were de-
liberately introduced. Pythons either escaped
from breeding facilities during Hurricane
Andrew in 1992 or were pets deliberately re-
leased into the Everglades after growing too
large.

Domestic pigs are a staple of American
agriculture, but their invasive, wild cousins,
were first brought to the continent by Span-
ish explorers in the 1500s and the destruction
the animals brought to native species and ag-
riculture continues nearly unabated today.

Invasive cogongrass chokes out native
plants and it tough to get rid of because noth-
ing eats it. The plant also burns so hot that
prescribed fires are more dangerous than
practical.

Another of the earliest instances of errors
regarding invasive species was the European
Gypsy moth. Imported into New England in
the 1860s, the idea was to create a new home
for silk manufacturing in North America.
Then the moths got out. Gypsy moth larvae
feed on more than 300 species of trees. The
adults can defoliate entire forests.

“These invasive species in the U.S. are not
pests at all in their native lands,” Toews said.
“We simply don’t have the ecosystem that’s
evolved with that particular species to man-
age it”

Peter Frey | UGA

Michael Toews, entomology professor and co-director of UGA's Center for Invasive Species and
Ecosystem Health, and his graduate student team of Apurba Barman (foreground), Lauren Perez
(background, left) and Sarah Hobby inspect sorghum plants near Tifton for signs of invasive sug-

arcane aphids.

SUCCESS WITH AN ASTERISK

In 1911, cogongrass came to Mobile, Ala-
bama, riding along on some packing material
on a ship from Japan. It quickly made a new
home in the South and started choking out
native grasses and shrubs. It was tough to
manage, nothing eats it (not even wild pigs),
and it burns so hot that prescribed fires are
more dangerous than practical.

Cogongrass eradication in Georgia began
in the 1990s, and so far it’s been a success.
The Georgia Forestry Commission, along
with the center and other partners, have been
leading the way. As of 2018, just 320 acres of
cogongrass have been reported in the state,
and the number of new reports are equal
to those areas that have been eliminated.
Its even dropped off Georgia’s annual Dirty
Dozen list of invasive plants (see below). That
type of containment qualifies as a big success.
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THEN HURRICANE MICHAEL HIT

In 2018, Michael struck Georgia’s far-south-
west corner, where cogongrass is most preva-
lent, and then travelled northeast over por-
tions of the state where cogongrass had never
been seen. Now maps tracking the presence
of cogongrass show a disturbing congruence
to Michael’s path. Could the storm have de-
posited cogongrass seedlings over the area,
leading to an eventual outbreak? Could utili-
ty and land-clearing equipment from outside
the area help spread cogongrass?

The answer might not be known for years,
as the cogongrass would need to take root
and then be detected. That sort of uncertainly
is something the Center for Invasive Species
accepts as just part of the job. Doesn’t make it
any easier, though.

“There is always that concern of when the
next thing is going to show up,” Bargeron said.

PO BOX 390
Covington GA 30015
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COVINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

Terrence Lamar Adams, 33, 10920 Bypass Road, Apt
109, Covington, was arrested Dec. 8 and charged with
driving while license suspended or revoked and no proof
of insurance.

Javonta Rogee Baker, 22, 5116 Lynx Circle, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with possession of
marijuana, less than one ounce.

James Wesley Brooks, 57, 6130 Geiger Street, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 7 and charged with driving with-
out a valid license.

Jarvis Terrell Clark, 25, 10156 Magnolia Heights, Cov-
ington, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with disorderly
conduct.

Jessica Sierra Nancy Clark, 20, 10614 Magnolia
Heights, Covington, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged
with simple battery-family violence.

Jesse Newton Dickerson III, 63, 130 Myrtle Grove
Lane, Covington, was arrested Dec. 5 and charged with
public drunkenness.

Terry Joe Ellis, 52, 5 Hidden Valley, Lawrenceville, was
arrested Dec. 7 and held for other agency.

Anthony Morris George, 53, 2145 Thompson Ave.,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with dis-
orderly conduct.

Octavious Lamar Floyd, 24, 3132 Lunsford Circle,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with pos-
session of marijuana, less than one ounce.

Shannon Montana Forshee, 24, 750 Navajo Trail,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 5 and charged with simple
battery-family violence.

Eric Collin Foster, 18, 160 River Brooke Road, Cov-
ington, was arrested Dec. 15 and charged with possession
of marijuana, less than one ounce.

Tony Nathaniel Givan, 55, 2114 Clark Street, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with possession of
marijuana, less than one ounce.

Demetrius Rashaad Hall, 29, 95 Ascott Trace, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 6 and charged with battery on an
unborn child, battery-family violence, cruelty to children
and willful obstruction of law enforcement officers.

Jeremy Jerome Hardeman, 31, 10154 Morris Drive,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 17 and charged with pro-
bation violation for fingerprintable charge and willful
obstruction of law enforcement officers.

Jaydon Nicholas Hill, 18, 6285 Green Acres Drive,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with crim-
inal trespass-family violence and simple battery-family
violence.

Markell Dionne Holliday, 24,10207 Magnolia Heights,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with driv-
ing while license suspended or revoked.

Matthew Lee Moore, 31, 162 Shadow Lake Drive, Co-
nyers, was court sentenced to serve 29 hours Dec. 13.

Mary Bernice Richardson, 55, 5108 Alcovy Road,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with pos-
session of marijuana, less than one ounce.

Delmario Antrail Rolex Jr., 26, 3770 Mays Court, At-
lanta, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with improper
stopping on highway, possession and use of drug related
objects, possession of a schedule I or II controlled sub-
stance with intent to distribute, possession of firearm or
knife during commission or attempt to commit a crime
and purchase, possession, manufacture, distribution or
sale of marijuana.

Sylvester Oliver Scarebrook, 50,9156 Jefferson Village
Drive, Covington, was arrested Dec. 8 and charged with
driving without a valid license and no proof of insurance.

Alvin Orlando Smith, 36, 82 Murry Road, Forsyth,
was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with driving while li-
cense suspended or revoked.

Vonceil Ellyse Smith, 49, Homeless, was arrested Dec.
8 and held for other agency.

Henry Andrew Sneed, 39, 796 Walnut Drive, Monroe,
was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with loitering or prowl-
ing and probation violation for fingerprintable charge.

Quintavius Jaron Stokes, 25, 103 Kelly Street, Monti-
cello, was arrested Dec. 15 and charged with DUI-alcohol
and turning movements.

Joshua Ephriam Strong, 20, 210 Mountain way, Cov-
ington, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with two counts
of terroristic threats and acts.

Curtis Leroy Tate III, 43, 9135 Plantation Circle, Cov-
ington, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with driving
while license suspended or revoked.

John Arthur Taylor, 61, 3242 West Street, Covington,
was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with battery-fami-
ly violence and probation violation for fingerprintable
charge.

Kristie Loucinda Trejo-Cruz, 38, 6120 Sorrell Street,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 12 and held for other agen-
cy.

Caitlin Ann Tuck, 24, 1412 Emory Street, Oxford, was
arrested Dec. 5 and charged with drugs not in original
container and possession of a schedule II controlled sub-
stance (Percocet).

Latoyn Anwon Whitner, 41, 1771 Yellow Street, Co-
nyers, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with driving
while license suspended or revoked, following too closely
and probation violation for fingerprintable charge.

Ernest Lamont Williams, 44, 169 Sherwood Court,
McDonough, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with pro-
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bation violation for fingerprintable charge.

Torafe Eureka Williams, 44, 20 Baker Ave., oxford,
was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with possession of
marijuana, less than one ounce and receipt, possession or
transport of firearm by convicted felon.

Rebecca Woods, 57, 8135 Carlton Trail, Covington,
was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with battery-family vi-
olence and simple assault.

GEORGIA STATE PATROL

Amatrain Fernando Brown, 43, 10148 Broken Branch
Court, Covington, was arrested Dec. 15 and charged with
DUI-alcohol.

Alex Kelvin Carter, 58, 160 Mason Street, Monticello,
was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with DUI-alcohol and
open container.

Lawrence L. Cobb, 36, 140 Aspen Drive, Covington,
was arrested Dec. 10 and charged with driving without
headlights in dark and driving while license suspended
or revoked.

Randy Thomas Futral, 49, 201 Fredrick Hill Road,
Bishop, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with DUI-al-
cohol.

Nicole Paige Kleinschmidt, 26, 152 Cannon Farm
Road, Oxford, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with
DUI-alcohol, improper lane usage and notice of change
of address or name.

Cameran D. McMillian, 18, 40 Mountain View Circle,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 15 and charged with affix-
ing tint to windows or windshields and DUI-alcohol.

Marcus Anthony Parks, 48, 243 Pinetree Circle, Grif-
fin, was arrested Dec. 15 and charged with DUI-alcohol.

Arlo Nigel Williams, 39, 3827 Paul Street, Douglas-
ville, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with DUI-alcohol,
improper lane usage and speeding (10-14 over).
NEWTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Bryan Randolph Avery, 38, 9161 City Pond Road,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with pro-
bation violation.

Phillip Andrew Banks Jr., 31, 200 Park Place Drive,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with theft
by receiving stolen property and probation violation for
fingerprintable charge.

Randy Allen Bates, 42, 163 Emerald Park, Macon, was
arrested Dec. 14 and charged with driving while license
suspended or revoked.

Jaime Rivera Berdecia, 33, 130 Plum Orchard, Apt A,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with pos-
session and use of drug related objects and possession of
methamphetamine.

Rodrequs Danrie Bradley, 42,3196 Mount Zion Road,
Stockbridge, was arrested Dec. 17 and charged with aban-
donment of dependent child.

Francesca Nicole Brown, 32, 170 Rivercrest Lane,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 17 and charged with crim-
inal trespass.

John Thomas Carlson, 44, Homeless, was arrested
Dec. 14 and charged with failure to appear for finger-
printable charge (2), possession and use of drug related
objects and possession of methamphetamine.

Deanna Dale Carter, 44, 2661 Fears Road, Madison,
was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with probation viola-
tion.

Bridgett Leigh Clark, 34, 1040 Oglethorpe Ave., Ath-
ens, was back for court Dec. 11 and charged with proba-
tion violation.

Oliver Cotton, 49, 385 Mathewson Place, Atlanta, was
arrested Dec. 16 and charged with probation violation.

Michael Antonio Cullins, 30, Homeless, was arrested
Dec. 12 and charged with probation violation and proba-
tion violation for fingerprintable charge.

Sherrie Bohanan Davenport, 53, 80 Sarah Drive,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 17 and charged with bat-
tery-family violence.

Quentin Devon Dominick, 22, 45 Amberjack Trail,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with failure
to appear for fingerprintable charge.

Damon Michael Farrow, 47, 206A Misty Lane, Social
Circle, was court sentenced Dec. 17.

Ronald Jerry Fronebarger, 55, 75 Line Creek Road,
Sharpsburg, was back for court Dec. 11 and charged with
probation violation for fingerprintable charge.

Miguel A. Garcia, 22, 533 Macedonia Road, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with possession
of a schedule I controlled substance-LSD, possession of
a schedule I controlled substance-mushroom, possession
of a schedule I controlled substance-marijuana, posses-
sion of a schedule I or II controlled substance with in-
tent to distribute.

Joshua Lloyd Havener, 37, Homeless, was arrested
Dec. 12 and charged with battery-family violence.

Charlene Andrea Hendricks, 22, 815 Greenleaf Road,
Conyers, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with theft by
shoplifting.

Jonathan Richard Hilan, 27, 2077 Rocky Plains Road,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with pro-
bation violation.

Demonte Quinn Holmes, 23, 10351 Cassidy Court,
Waldorf, MD, was court sentenced Dec. 11.

Toney Anthony Howell, 48, 220 Whitehead Drive,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with bat-
tery-family violence.

Terrence Lee Lennox, 36, 2230 Potomac Place, Law-
renceville, was back for court Dec. 12.

Wendell Craig Lewallen, 50, 9184 Blackwell Street,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with pro-
bation violation.

Brandon Lee McKittrick, 24, 1301 Kay Terrace, Co-
nyers, was arrested Dec. 17 and charged with probation
violation.

Jay Carlos Mondragon, 39, 1891 Access Road, Lot B12,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with driv-
ing without a valid license.

Jeremiah Rayshun Morgan, 17, 1841 Sugarcreek
Church Road, Madison, was court sentenced Dec. 12.

Carlos Dijon Mosby, 25, 125 Jacobs Lane, Loganville,
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was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with probation viola-
tion.

Rebecka Ann Nettles, 41,2191 Fairburn Road, Atlanta,
was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with failure to appear
for fingerprintable charge.

Jose Esteban Ortiz, 21, 148 Frontier Drive, Conyers,
was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with surety bonds, ag-
gravated stalking, failure to appear for fingerprintable
charge, fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer,
possession of firearm or knife during commission or
attempt to commit a crime, willful obstruction of law
enforcement officers, conspiracy to commit a felony and
influencing witness.

Mark Wayne Owen, 57, 10109 Straphinge Trail, Cov-
ington, was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with possession
of marijuana, less than one ounce.

Michael Dean Palmer, 46, 790 Navajo Trail, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with probation
violation.

Marcus Alan Pitts, 49, Floyd County CI, Rome, was
back for court Dec. 12.

Cassidi Autum Porter, 21, 9161 City Pond Road,
Room 347, Covington, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged
with probation violation for fingerprintable charge.

Daniel Kenneth Shipley, 60, 248 Ram Drive, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with Hit and run:
duty of driver to stop at or return to scene of accident.

Hope Ureka Smith, 44, 9206 Blackwell Street, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 15 and charged with two counts of
criminal damage to property.

Isaiah Isaac Spencer, 27, 6692 Stonehedge Way, Stone
Mountain, was arrested Dec. 16 and held for other agen-
cy.

Paul Dewitt Stewart, 52, 10354 Highway 36, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with probation vi-
olation.

Raqueljeane Alfra Stovall, 30, 72 Whitehead Drive,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with dis-
orderly conduct.

Candice Leann Swilley, 43, 846 Macadonia Road,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with pos-
session and use of drug related objects and possession of
methamphetamine.

Broderick Eric Thomas, 33, 2644 Cimarron Trail,
Lithia Springs, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged with
probation violation for fingerprintable charge.

Crystal Michelle Thomas, 42, 4442 Highway 142, Apt
A, Newborn, was arrested Dec. 12 and charged with pro-
bation violation.

Jephthah Dennie Thomas, 37, 136 East 40th Street,
Brooklyn, New York, was arrested Dec. 11 and charged
with abandonment of dependent child.

Richard Austin White, 54, 3482 Highway 81 N, Ox-
ford, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with aggravated
stalking, criminal trespass and violate family violence or-
der violation of protective order.

Yolanda Naquogia White, 37, 10129 Straphinge Trail,
Covington, was arrested Dec. 17 and charged with pos-
session of a schedule I or II controlled substance with in-
tent to distribute and purchase, possession, manufacture,
distribution or sale of marijuana.

Joseph Bernard Williams, 49, 818 Meadows Ridge
Drive, Madison, was court sentence Dec. 17.

Brandon Ray Willis, 28, 135 Anna Drive, Coving-
ton, was arrested Dec. 15 and charged with simple bat-
tery-family violence.

Estayvon Shawn Winstead, 29, 140 Victoria Blvd, Ox-
ford, was arrested Dec. 17 and held for other agency.

Nathaniel Cain Womack, 35, 397 Highway 212, Cov-
ington, was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with bat-
tery-family violence and simple assault.

Victor James Young, 51, 3380 Colony Drive, Conyers,
was arrested Dec. 16 and charged with simple battery.
PORTERDALE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Tyler Scott Allen, 29, 205 Fairclift Drive, Covington,
was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with DUI-alcohol and
open container.

Austin Brannan Banks, 24, 10 Elm Street, Porterdale,
was arrested Dec. 13 and charged with disorderly con-
duct.

Jonathan Maurice Clark, 24, 8135 Amanda Lane, Cov-
ington, was court sentenced to serve two days Dec. 16.

Marquese Deshawn Edwards, 29, 13 Magnolia Street,
Porterdale, was arrested Dec. 15 and charged with proba-
tion violation.

Harold Eugene Pugh, 44, 125 Avenue, Lindale, was ar-
rested Dec. 11 and charged with driving without head-
lights when raining and driving while license suspended
or revoked.

PTS

Beniah Jerome Alford, 28, 3258 Tucker Point Drive,
Tucker, was arrested Dec. 14 and charged with probation
violation.

WEEKENDERS

Felicia Monique Adamson, 42, Covington

Billy Clyde Bentley, 36, Hull

Scottie Lee Boughter, 32, Madison

Demetrius Lafabian Brown, 40, Social Circle

Brian Michael Caron, 40, Covington

Raphael Alexander Chapman, 31, Conyers

Delia Chestine Cox, 43, Covington

Lewis Quentavious Daniel, 31, Covington

Jill Lynn Davenport, 55, Covington

Brad Alan Davis, 38, Social Circle

John Wayne Floyd, 51, Covington

Kimberlyn Goods, 49, Covington

Eric Jamane Hall, 41, Decatur

Michelle Lee Hamilton, 37, Covington

Dantonious Qwantrell Hardeman, 29, Covington

Michelle Danielle Harvey, 34, Porterdale

Amber Dee Herrington, 31, Covington

Kevin James Hester, 31, Oxford

Ashley Nicole Jones, 28, Covington

Cornelius H. Landburg, 46, Covington

Marcus Temond McDonald, 44, Covington

Derek Lee Meinert, 29, Social Circle

Tequesha Keyatta Nolley, 28, Covington

Ricky Chad Payne, 36, Covington

Thomas James Roberts Jr., 38, Conyers

Joshua Evan Roe, 21, Oxford

Margarita Santiago-Cartagena, 33, Covington

Joshua Brandon Scott, 34, Covington

Iesha Keshawn Smith, 22, Covington

Reginald Bernard Stephens Jr., 37, Covington

Ronald Aulshihud Stephens, 30, Decatur

Durell Deonta Thomas, 34, Monticello

Tywone Lavel Thompson, 42, Covington

Philandus Randez Turk, 29, Covington

Melissa Carol Wright, 52, Covington
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Chestnuts roasting
on an open fire

I have a Christmas story for
you. I am sharing, with permis-
sion, an excerpt from one of the
best Christmas columns I have
ever read, written by Mark
Evanier. Mr. Evanier is a Los
Angeles-based writer who has
inspired me for many years.

He wrote this on the occa-
sion of the death of singer Mel
Tormé in 1999. That sparked a
special Christmas memory for
Mr. Evanier, and I'm honored
to share it with you today:

It happened at the Farmers
Market in Los Angeles.

It is a quaint collection of
stores and produce stands.
You buy your pizza slice or
sandwich then carry it on a
tray to an open-air table.

During the summer, the
place is full of families and
tourists. But this was a win-
ter weekday, shortly before
Christmas, and the crowd was
mostly older folks. It’s a good
place to get a donut, to sit and
read the paper.

On this day, I headed for my
favorite barbecue stand and
noticed that Mel Tormé was
seated at one of the tables.

My favorite singer, just sip-
ping a cup of coffee.

I had never met Mel Tormé.
I didn’t stop and say, “Excuse
me, I just wanted to tell you
how much I've enjoyed your
music.” I wish I had.

Instead, I got a sandwich
and settled down at a table
to consume it. I was about
halfway through when four
Christmas carolers strolled by.

They were young adults
with strong voices and they
were all clad in splendid Vic-
torian garb. The Market had
hired them to stroll about and
sing for the diners.

The singers concluded to
polite applause. I waved the
leader over and directed his
attention to Mr. Tormé, seated
nearby.

“That’s Mel Tormé. Do you
know who he is?”

The singer was about 25, so
it didn’t surprise me that he
said, “No.”

I asked, “Do you know “The
Christmas Song?” That’s the
one that starts, ‘Chestnuts
roasting on an open fire...”

“Oh, yes, of course,” the car-
oler said.

“I said, “That’s the man who
wrote it” The singer thanked
me, returned to his group for
a brief huddle...and then they
strolled down towards Mel
Tormé.

As they reached him, they
began singing, “Chestnuts
roasting on an open fire...” di-
rectly to him.

A big smile formed on Mel
Tormé’s face — and it wasn't
the only one around. Most
of those in attendance knew
who he was, and many seemed
aware of the significance of
singing that song to him.

As the choir reached the last
chorus, Mel got to his feet and
said, “Let me sing this one.”

The carolers — all still un-
aware they were in the pres-
ence of one of the world’s
great singers — looked a bit
uncomfortable. I'd bet they
were thinking, “Oh, no...the
little fat guy wants to sing.”

David Carroll
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But they stopped and he
started to sing...and out came
this beautiful, melodic voice.
The look on their faces was
amazed at first...then proper-
ly impressed.

On Mr. Tormé’s signal, they
all joined in on the final lines:
“Although it’s been said, many
times, many ways...merry
Christmas to you...”

I looked and at all the tables
surrounding the impromptu
performance, I saw huge grins
of delight...which led into a
huge burst of applause. It all
only lasted about two minutes,
but no one who was there will
ever forget it.

I have witnessed many
thrilling “show business” mo-
ments — where all the little
hairs on your epidermis snap
to attention and tingle with
joy.
Usually, these occur on a
screen or stage. I hadn’t ex-
pected to experience one at a
Farmers Market — but I did.

Mr. Tormé thanked the har-
monizers for the serenade and
one of the young women said,
“You really wrote that?”

He nodded. “A wonderful
songwriter named Bob Wells
and I wrote that...and we did
it on the hottest day of the
year in July. It was a way to
cool down.”

Then one of the young men
said, “You know, you’re not a
bad singer.”

Mel chuckled. He realized
that these young folks had no
idea who he was, until this
moment.

“Well,” he said. “T've actually
made recorded a few albums.”

“Really?” they asked. “How
many?”

He smiled and said, “Nine-
ty”
Today, I'm reminded of that
moment. And I'm impressed
to remember that Mel Tormé
was also an accomplished au-
thor and actor. Mostly though,
I'm recalling that pre-Christ-
mas afternoon.

I love people who do some-
thing so well that you can’t
conceive of it being done bet-
ter. It doesn’t even have to be
something important: Sing-
ing, dancing, plate-spinning,
whatever. There is a certain
beauty to doing almost any-
thing to perfection.

This was in the pre-cell
phone camera era. No record-
ing exists of that chorus that
Mel Tormé sang for the diners
at the Farmers Market. But be-
lieve me, it was perfect. Abso-
lutely perfect.

David Carroll, a Chattanoo-
ga news anchor, is the author of
“Volunteer Bama Dawg,” avail-
able on his website, Chatta-
noogaRadioTV.com. You may
contact him at radiotv2020@
yahoo.com, or 900 Whitehall
Road, Chattanooga, TN 37405.

Patrick Graham | The Covington News
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This Nativity scene is the favorite Christmas decoration of my wife, Allison Graham. The story of the Nativity is only
found in two of the four Gospels in the Bible, and in each of those two Gospels — Matthew and Luke — it appears to
have two very different versions of the story.

Nativity yields year-round lessons

I've really never stud-
ied much about the
Nativity until this year,
and I've found the dif-
ferences in the Gospels
about the birth of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, fascinating.

For example, did you
know Mark and John
don’t even touch on the
birth of Jesus? Instead,
their Gospels essential-
ly begin with Jesus as
an adult being baptized
in the Jordan by John
the Baptist — almost as
though they were more
interested in starting
out with his spiritual
birth rather than his
physical birth.

The story of Jesus’
birth can, however, be
found in Matthew and
Luke. Even then, the
narratives in the two
versions are very differ-
ent from each other.

For example, Mat-
thew is very straight-
to-the-point about
Jesus’ birth, spending
little time on it, and
then he goes into great
detail about the wvisit
by the wise men and

Patrick Graham
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Herod’s attempt to find
and kill Jesus by mis-
leading them. Inter-
estingly enough, there
is no mention of Jesus
being born in a man-
ger in Matthew’s Gos-
pel, instead indicating
the wise men came to a
“house” to see Jesus and
pay homage.

Luke, on the oth-
er hand, spends a lot
more time on the birth
of Jesus. He goes into
great detail about Mary
and Joseph traveling
to Bethlehem because
of the census. There
was no room in the
inn where they stayed
so Jesus was born in a
manger instead. Rather
than a visit from wise
men, it was shepherds
who came to see Jesus
at the behest of a host

of angels.

To be honest, in my
mind I had always
combined these two
versions of the birth of
Jesus into one story, not
really  understanding
they were two separate
accounts.

What a truly miracu-
lous story it is, however,
no matter from which
perspective you take it.

I'd like to share two
good points about the
Nativity I learned last
week.

One comes from a
brief sermon I heard
on the radio with the
pastor talking about
how the “no room in
the inn” for Jesus line in
the Nativity story was
an appropriate meta-
phor for how we often
don’t make room for Je-
sus in our lives, even at
Christmas time, and in-
stead we need to make
sure we do — not just
at Christmas, but year
round. What a terrific
and timely reminder.

The other was from
my good friend Bruce
Williamson, who sent

me a column from an
economist he follows.
The economist made
the argument that al-
though the innkeeper is
often portrayed as evil
because all he provided
Mary and Joseph was
his manger rather than
a room at his inn, that
actually he is benevo-
lent for doing so. The
government requiring
the census, causing ev-
eryone to have to travel
all over the Middle East
for no reason, was the
real culprit here. The
innkeeper was simply
trying to find a way to
accommodate these
weary travelers, and he
did the best he could.

So many good les-
sons to learn from the
Nativity story and from
the Bible as a whole.

So little time.

Merry Christmas, ev-
eryone.

This column by Own-
er Patrick Graham first
ran in The Walton Tri-
bune on Christmas Day
2016. His email address
is  pgraham@covnews.
com.

Strength in

I recently read about
Saint Pambo, a monk
who died in 390. Two of
his brothers were arguing
about whether monastic
life or works of mercy in
the world was better. He
replied, “Before God both
are perfect. There are oth-
er roads to perfection be-
sides being a monk?”

These discussions have
been going on since the
beginning of Christiani-
ty—truly, there is nothing
new under the sun!

I love to see how the
saints have such perspec-
tive on the issues that
surround us. That is why
I love that my daily devo-
tional focuses on saints
with similar characteris-
tics each month.

In October, missionary
saints were the focus, and
I read about the lives of
saints that went all over
the world, many of them
giving their lives as mar-
tyrs to share their faith.
Reading about these he-
roes of the faith, some
who traveled abroad even
with poor health and
stood up in the face of ha-
tred with the love of God
on their lips was inspiring
to my soul and the sense
of purpose in my life.

To my surprise, as I
opened my November
devotional, I read that the
saints I would be learning
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about that month were
“Saints who Sought Si-
lence”

Many of these saints
were hermits and des-
ert-dwellers. My fervor
from the month before
caused me to want to ini-
tially reject these stories.
How can we share Christ’s
love if we go off by our-
selves?

As the month went on,
God surprised me with
the realization that some-
times we need silence to
have the strength to share
God’s love. So many of the
saints I read about pre-
ferred silence, yet when
their superiors called
them into action, they re-
sponded with obedience
and powerful witness.

How often in my life
am I so busy doing that
I miss the being? Being
with the one who created
and loves me and knows
everything about me.

Far too often, I start to
believe the lie that I have
the power to do all sorts

the silence

of things when the truth
is that without God, I can
do nothing. As John the
Baptists words remind
me all the time, “He must
increase. I must decrease”

How arrogant of me
to think that those who
seek silence are looking
for a cop out. Luke 5:16
says about Jesus, “But He
Himself would often slip
away to the wilderness
and pray” Maybe the truth
is that I am often so full of
myself that I dont have
room for silence with
God.

Silence is hard for me. I
come to God with the in-
tention of being quiet and
letting Him know that be-
ing with Him is enough,
yet my mind wanders and
focuses on me. Maybe I
am the one who needs to
go into the desert because
for most of my life, I have
been unable to be quiet
with so many distractions
around me.

In so many ways, the
Christian walk is a bal-
ancing act. How do we
stay clear of the extremes
and find the balance that
God wants in our life—of
reflection and action, of
truth and mercy? We find
much instruction in the
Word of God but often
times, when it comes to
the details of our life, we
must depend on the Holy

Spirit to help us find that
balance.

As I look towards this
upcoming year, my prayer
is that God would be
enough for me. That be-
ing in communion with
Him will be the strength
of my love and my true
rest. That His love will be
my food and that my life
would in turn be a vessel
of that love.

We know that the Holy
Spirit is here to lead and
guide us in our lives, but
how do I expect that to
happen if I can't be quiet
enough to seek him?

How thankful T am that
God has shown me that
hermits and desert-dwell-
ers are just as much he-
roes of the faith as the
missionaries 1 admire
so much. Many of them
sought silence, yet that
silence made them spiri-
tual giants whom people
flocked to for guidance.
God is enough. And when
our lives reflect that, there
is an irresistible beauty
that shines forth in the
often-hopeless situations
around us.

Kasey Carty Jordan is a
former missionary to Chi-
na and currently serves
in youth ministry with
her husband Kurt at their
Catholic parish. The Jor-
dans reside in Monticello
with their seven children.

will be withheld.
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Letters should be limited to 500 words and may be edited or condensed by the editor. Only
one letter per month from the same writer or organization will be printed.

We do not publish poetry, letters from third-party sites, letters involving personal, business
or legal disputes or blanket letters. Generally, we do not publish letters concerning consumer
complaints unless related to a recent reported story. Unsigned or incorrectly identified letters

Letters must be submitted by noon on Wednesday for Sunday publication.
*Mail: Editor, The Covington News, P.O. Box 1249, Covington, GA 30015
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Redskins stay perfect in region; Lady Redskins looking to improve

Michael Pope
MPOPE@COVNEWS.COM

Social Circle Redskins

The Social Circle Redskins
kept their perfect run of play
in the region, going with a
45-40 win over the visiting
Union County Panthers in a
game that came down to the
final quarter of play.

With the scoreboard knot-
ted at 30-all entering the final
quarter of play, the Redskins
and Panthers knew the game
would come down to how
they performed in the final
eight minutes.

The Panthers had to be
feeling good as the majority
of their points had come in
the third quarter. However,
the Redskins would prevail
and crack the Panthers’ de-
fense, which gave them trou-
ble in the second half.

It was the trio of the
Redskins sophomore guards
that  ultimately  cracked
through the Panthers defense
in the fourth quarter and

helped outscore the oppo-
sition 15-10 to close out the
game.

The Panthers did take an
early 34-30 fourth-quarter
lead, but sophomore Ama-
rion Russell quickly helped
erase that deficit and get his
team moving in the right di-
rection.

He put up five points of his
own to give the Redskins and
a 35-34 advantage, and they
would not give up the lead
from that point until the final
buzzer sounded.

Also getting involved late
was  sophomores Tyrhell
Branch and K.J. Reid, who
like Russell also scored five
fourth-quarter points. Branch
and Reid also accounted for
much of the Redskins scor-
ing on the night, with Branch
leading the way with 18
points and Reid finishing up
with 12 points.

Redskins head coach Tay-
lor Jackson was very pleased
with how those sophomore
guards played, especially with

i
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Social Circle Redskins sophomore guard Tyrhell Branch led his
team with 18 points in a crucial region game.

the outstanding performanc-
es of Branch and Reid.

“They have been every-
thing we have needed them
to be, and they are young and
continuing to grow in those
roles, Jackson said. “K.J.
(Reid) was all-region last
year and no such thing as a
sophomore slump for him as
he continues to be more de-
pendable and reliable on both
ends of the court. Tyrhell
(Branch) has been better than
I had hoped. He has stepped
in and been our leading scor-
er for the most part. I'm just
really proud of how theyre
growing as basketball players,
and theyre just great team-
mates too.”

The Redskins seemed to
be in full control during the
early stages of the ballgame
as they walked into the half-
time break up 26-15. Jackson
made it known that he could
not be more ecstatic with his
tean’s first-half play.

“I was absolutely pleased. I
mean, I loved it. That's what
it is supposed to look like
Jackson said. “We were really
tough, patient, we hit timely
shots and great defensive-
ly. We gave up 15 first-half
points, I mean I couldn’t ask
for a better start to the game”

Coming out of halftime,
the Panthers changed their
defensive scheme to a 1-3-1
zone in the second half and
held the Redskins to just 4
points while scoring 15 in the
third quarter of play. Jack-
son knew changes needed to
be made if his team wanted
to walk away with an untar-
nished region record.

“It’s part of being young, so
we kept trying to throw lobs
and slow passes, and they
were huge they had two guys
that were six-five, six-six,’
Jackson said. “So T just told
them ‘youre faster, so you
can slow around their slow
bigs, and we did a really good
job of that in the fourth”

With such a young team,
Jackson tries to emphasize
maturity to his young players
as he hopes they can continue
this great early run of play.

“This is a really new team,
and we lost three seniors, and
were starting four sopho-
mores and a freshman,” Jack-
son said. “We really try to em-
phasize being mature enough

.

to finish down the stretch. I
chalk up that third quarter to
some youthfulness. Saturday,
we even lost, but today they
were able to really dig down
deep and finish, and today
is what region tournament
games and state tournament
games are going to look like,
and that’s the type of games
we want to play in”

The Redskins will look
to build off this win in their
next game on Friday, Dec. 20,
against the Stone Mountain
Pirates, who they defeated to
start the season 49-33.
Social Circle Lady
Redskins

The Social Circle Lady
Redskins were unable to get
anything going in the first
half against the Union Coun-
ty Lady Panthers and ulti-
mately fell by a score of 56-24.

It truly was a tale of two
halves as the Lady Redskins
struggles mainly came in
the first half of play. Heading
into the halftime break, they
trailed the Lady Panthers by a
score of 35-5.

Lady Redskins head coach,
Kimberly Battle, highlighted
the team’s lack of experience
and aggression in the post as
what led to the tremendous
early deficit.

“Our slow first half was due
to inexperience. They came
out more physical when we
were and then fundamen-
tals, boxing out more than we
were,” she said. “Kind of not
taking a little bit of time to get
into the flow of our offense
and not trying to rip and run
with our offense, so trying to

play a halfcourt offense”

The Lady Redskins com-
pletely changed their game-
plan on both sides of the ball,
and they found great success
with their new scheme. In
the first half, they ran more
of a zone-defensive scheme
but the transition to a man-
to-man defense paid off for
them.

On the offensive side of
the ball, the Lady Redskins
ran more of a halfcourt set,
and as Battle mentioned, this
was not working. So the tran-
sition into a fast-paced run-
ning offense allowed them
to use their great speed to
overcome the Lady Panthers’
great size.

“My initial thought was
to pack it inside to get more
offensive and defensive re-
bounding, but obviously that
didn’t work,” Battle said. “So
we came out second half and
went man-to-man to a little
bit of pressure on the ball and
see if they could handle the
ball. So that spread the floor
a little bit and get more spac-
ing, which helped our offense
as well”

In the second half of play,
the Lady Panthers still held
the edge, but this time they
only outscored the Lady
Redskins 21-19. Battle has
to be pleased to see her team
bounce back and forge some-
what of a comeback despite
being down by such a hefty
amount early.

With only one senior and
two juniors, Battle knows
that as these players get more
experience that they can only
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Social Circle Lady Redskins sophomore guard Taylor Favors had a solid night despite her team'’s
struggles.

get better.

However, one such un-
derclassman that seemed to
be a main cog for the Lady
Redskins is sophomore Tay-
lor Favors, who led her team
in scoring and had 14 of the
team’s 24 points. Favors dis-
played rare athleticism and
an ability to use her outstand-
ing speed to get up and down
the court in a very quick fash-
ion.

Favors played a huge role
in the second-half turn-
around, and Battle knows she
can be something special as
she grows and develops her
game.

“She’s a great asset to the
team on both sides of the ball,
and without her, we would
struggle heavily;” Battle said.
“She’s like the motor, if that
makes sense, as she goes, they
go. If she’s moving and run-
ning the offense, they go. De-
fensively, if she’s playing and
reading the lanes, then we're
going”

Battle highlighted that she
would like to see improve-
ment in her team’s aggression
and post-play moving for-
ward, but knows as her team
begins to lock down the fun-
damentals, then better play
will come.

The Lady Redskins will
look to get back on track on
Friday, Dec. 20, as they go on
the road to take on the Stone
Mountain Lady Pirates, a
team that defeated the Lady
Redskins in their first game
of the season in another
tough match that ended with
a 53-35 final.

Newton freshman competes in Freshman All- America Bowl

Michael Pope
MPOPE@COVNEWS.COM

The top sixty athletes for
the 2023 recruiting class in
football competed in the
FBU Freshman All-Ameri-
can bowl and Newton defen-
sive end Justin Benton made
the cut.

Theres no questioning
Benton’s talent as he shined
for the Rams this season as
just a freshman. Benton fin-
ished second on the team in
sacks with seven and forced
two fumbles.

With so many talented se-
nior defenders on the Rams,

Benton's ability to get on the
field and produce meaningful
production is just a brief pre-
view of the type of player he
can be in the future.

Such an outstanding sea-
son did not go unnoticed
as he was selected to com-
pete against some of the na-
tion’s best in the freshman
All-American Bowl, where
he played on the victorious
team, Team Adizero, who
won 14-7 in a defensive bat-
tle.

“The coaches down there
said, ‘Nobody has fun losing;
so I'm really happy we won,
Benton said. “If we would

have lost, man, I hate losing.
I'm not a loser. I have a win-
ning nature, so I'm happy we
won.”

Benton had a very strong
showing in the ball game
with multiple pressures on
the quarterback and even
found a way to bring the
quarterback down for a sack
on one occasion.

He expressed how happy
he was to be there and com-
pete against some of the very
best athletes in the country.
Benton continuously ex-
pressed how much he loves
the fierce competition.

“Man, it was a great ex-

perience, I got to match up
a