
By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

Newton County School System’s 
(NCSS) four-year graduation rate 
dropped slightly in 2021 but still ex-
ceeded the statewide average for a fifth 
consecutive year.

NCSS’s three high schools also had 
graduation rates above the state average, 
though Alcovy saw a significant drop 
from the previous year. 

And the only high school in the So-
cial Circle City Schools system, Social 
Circle High, increased its four-year rate 
slightly from the previous year, accord-
ing to information released Thursday.

Georgia Department of Education 
released its four-year adjusted cohort 
graduation rates for Georgia public 
school systems.

By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — After 
city council members said they 
felt “blindsided” by the Covington 
Housing Authority’s involvement 
in a recently 
proposed de-
velopment for 
Conyers Street 
Gym and Baker 
Field, Executive 
Director Sham-
ica Tucker said 
nothing was 
being hidden.

The $14 million development 
proposal was from Alpharet-
ta-based developer John Adams of 
The Revivalist Guild, on behalf of 
Covington Historic Places, LLC, 
which called for purchasing the 
property from the city and con-
structing 40 apartments and retail 
space while preserving the history 
and integrity of the beloved facility. 

In a Friday, Oct. 16, statement, 
Covington City Manager Scott 
Andrews said the city had chosen 
to decline the proposal, shortly 
after a news release from Coun-
cilwoman Susie Keck stated the 
Covington Housing Authority had 
been backing the project and paid 
$75,000 for architectural render-
ings — allegedly unbeknownst to 
the mayor, city council and city 
manager, Keck said. 

Covington Historic Places is a 
limited liability company that was 

created for the Covington Housing 
Authority.

“Yes, we formed an LLC for this 
project, because that’s how devel-
opment works,” Tucker said. “You 
form a separate LLC because it 
protects you legally. So of course 
we did that … If you look it up on 
the state Secretary of State’s web-
site, you’ll see our mailing address, 
and it was formed by our attorney 
[Hillary W. Edgar].”

Tucker also said it was visible to 

see Covington Housing Authority’s 
involvement when looking at the 
request for proposal (RFP) submit-
ted to the city.

Developers submitted an RFP 
package for two rounds. Round 1, 
Tucker said, was when much of the 
“pretty stuff,” such as architectural 
drawings and renderings of what 
the proposed development would 
look like, was submitted.

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — A federal Oc-
cupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
(OSHA) investigation 
has halted work “un-
til further notice” on 
replacement of the Ac-
cess Road bridge after 
a construction worker’s 
death last week in the 
collapse of structure.

Demario Battle, 33, 
of Atlanta, an employ-
ee of B&D Concrete 
Cutting Inc., was killed 
when the 84-year-old 
bridge fell into the 
Yellow River Tuesday, 
Oct. 19, about 5:30 
p.m.

Two other workers, 
Robert Mullins of 
Atlanta and Michael 
Garrett of Clermont, 
were injured and were 

listed in serious condi-
tion at area hospitals, 
said Newton County 
Sheriff’s Office spokes-
person Caitlin Jett.

The incident occurred 

after the three began 
sawing and demolition 
activities on the first 
of four bridge spans 
as part of a project to 
remove the bridge and 

replace it with a new 
one only yards from the 
on-ramp from Crowell 
Road to I-20 eastbound. 

The three men and 
an excavator, truck and 

large concrete-cutting 
saws fell into the Yel-
low River. 

The workers were 
submerged but were 
quickly rescued, Jett 

said.
A Newton County 

sheriff’s deputy report-
ed being called to the 
scene Tuesday and find-
ing a 70-foot section 
of the bridge had fallen 
about 50 feet into the 
Yellow River.

“Sitting on the 70-
foot section was a large 
520 excavator facing 
westbound in the south 
lane, a large 550 series 
truck facing westbound 
in the north lane with 
two large concrete-cut-
ting saws behind the 
truck,” the report stated.

Garrett, employed 
by general contractor 
Georgia Bridge & Con-
crete, was operating the 
excavator and Battle 
and Mullins, employed 
by subcontractor B&D, 
were loading the saws 
into the rear of the 
truck when the bridge 
collapsed.

“Demario Battle 
received serious inju-
ries from the fall while 
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Bridge collapse kills 1, injures 2
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Area schools’ 2021
graduation rates 

above state average 

File | The Covington News
NCSS’s three high schools had graduation 
rates above the state average, though Alcovy 
saw a 4% drop from the previous year.

File | Taylor Beck | The Covington News
In this file photo, residents gather outside Conyers Street Gym at Baker Field in 
Covington for a town hall Sept. 28 to hear a proposal for the property’s purchase 
and redevelopment. The proposal has since been declined by the city. 

Special | Newton County Sheriff’s Office
An Atlanta construction worker was killed and two others injured after the Access Road bridge in Covington collapsed 
Tuesday, Oct. 19, at about 5:30 p.m. At last report, OSHA was investigating the incident as work to replace the bridge 
was halted “until further notice.” 

Honoring 20 of the most outstanding

Men of 
Newton

| Fall 2021

Read about 20 of the county’s most 
outstanding professionals featured in 
our special magazine!

Covington Housing Authority ‘not hiding anything’

City council 
candidate forms 

petition to 
‘thwart’ future 

sale of Conyers 
Street property.   

See A6

Economic Development Education

Executive director addresses controversy surrounding proposed Conyers Street development
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By TAYLOR BECK
tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — Day-
to-day operations of a munici-
pality takes a lot of work and a 
lot of hands to do the work.

City of Covington employ-
ees, including workers from 
utility departments, the street 
department, fleet maintenance, 
facilities maintenance, parks 
and cemeteries, engineering & 
stormwater and the water rec-
lamation department, gathered 
Wednesday at Legion Field for 
the second annual Work Glove 
Lunch.

City Manager Scott Andrews 
said the luncheon has been held 
for the last two years to pay 
homage to the city’s front line 
workers — a group of workers 
that are often taken for granted.

“Many other departments have 
their own annual banquets, such 
as police and fire,” Andrews 
said. “However, these front line 
leaders are truly the ones that 
keep the city running. We simply 
wanted to thank them for the 

countless hours of ‘boots on the 
ground’ work they invest in our 
city. Even during the heart of 
COVID, these blue collar heroes 
marched on. They are the defini-
tion of essential employees.

“We are grateful to all the 
members of Team Covington 
for their dedicated service,” 
Andrews added, “but wanted 
to give this dynamic and hard 
working group a moment of 

their own to let each of them 
know how much we appreciate 
the work they do to keep our city 
moving regardless of weather, 
dirty circumstances or a pan-
demic.”

The city of Covington is one 
of the larger employers within 
Newton County. Currently, there 
are 307 people employed by the 
city — 306 full-time and only 
one part-time.

Doris Diane Childers 
Castleberry

Alexander Funeral Service
Doris Diane Childers 

Castleberry, age 70 of 
Covington, GA, passed 

away on Friday, Octo-
ber 15, 2021, in New-
ton, GA. 

Doris was born on 
October 31, 1950, in 
Alexander County, 
to the late Lawson 
Parks Childers and 
Evelyn Wilson Powell 
Childers.

Doris was a member 
of Zion Baptist Church 
in Covington, GA.

Doris loved garden-
ing and flowers, she 
will be remembered 
for working actively in 
church ministries, serv-
ing food, and working 
with the clothes closet, 
if she had something 
someone needed, she 
would give it to them. 

Doris will be remem-
bered mostly for the 
love she had for her 
family, visiting, go-
ing to breakfast, and 
sending packages to her 
grandchildren.

Along with her par-
ents, she is preceded in 
death by her brother, 
Maurice Childers and 
sisters, Martha Oliver, 
and Barbara Childers 
Gunnarson.

Those left to cherish 
the memories of Doris, 
include her husband, 
Arthur Church Castle-
berry, the father of her 
children, Bob Steele, 
daughters, Roxane 
Kennedy (Chris), and 
Danielle Hartley (Rev. 

Dr. Rob), grandchil-
dren, Rose Kennedy, 
Lana Kennedy, Zeb 
Kennedy, Elijah Hart-
ley, Nora Hartley, 
and John Hartley, 
four brothers, Stan-
ley Childers, Reece 
Childers (Margaret), 
William Childers 
(Kathy), and Norris 
Childers (Nicole), 
along with a several 
nieces and nephews.

The body will lie in 
state on Friday, October 
22, 2021, from 9:00 am 
to 5:00 pm, at Alexan-
der Funeral Service.

Graveside service 
will be held later at 
Bethel Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

Rev. Dr. Rob Hartley 
will be officiating.  Eric 
Childers will be provid-
ing music.

In Lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be 
made to Operations 
Christmas Child and

Samaritans Purse, PO 
Box 3000, Boone, NC 
28607

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Alexander Funeral and 
Cremation Service.

Condolences may be 
sent to www.alexfuner-
alservice.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Saturday, Oct. 23–Friday, Oct. 29
• Advance voting for Covington City Council election 

and Porterdale package store referendum. Covington 
voting will be at Newton County Administration Building, 
1113 Usher St. Porterdale voting will be at Porterdale 
City Hall, 2400 Main St. Dates and times are Oct. 18 to 
22, and Oct. 25 to 29, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Oct. 16 and 
23, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 23
• Newton County Bicentennial Committee presents 

a free movie filmed locally, “Goosebumps II,” at 7 p.m. 
at Legion Field, 3173 Mill St. NE, Covington. For more 
information, visit https://www.facebook.com/Newton-
CountyGA/.

• Oktober Festival, noon to 5 p.m., Denny Dobbs 
Park, 6244 Hwy. 212, Covington. Free admission. Event 
hosted by Bee’s In The Trap and Atlanta Dope Events 
in partnership with ISSA Funnel & 105.5 FM The King 
Radio. For more information, visit oktoberfest.eventbrite.
com.

• Ag Day at Heirloom Park, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 2194 
Emory St., Covington. Tractor show, vendors, games 
and more will be featured. For more information, visit 
http://www.tinyurl.com/newtoncounty4h.

Tuesday, Oct. 26
• Farmer’s market (final day of season), 4 to 7 p.m., 

Turner Lake Park, 6185 Turner Lake Road NW, Coving-
ton. For more information, visit https://www.co.newton.
ga.us/501/Farmers-Market.

https://www.facebook.com/NewtonCountyParksan-
dRecreation/

• District 4 open meeting on Newton County Parks 
Master Plan, 6 to 8 p.m., Turner Lake Park, 6185 Turner 
Lake Road, Covington. For more information, visit https://
www.facebook.com/NewtonCountyParksandRecreation/.

• Newton County Republican Party monthly meeting, 7 
p.m., Reserve at Hendricks, 1149 Hendricks St., Coving-
ton. For more information, email info@newtongop.org.

Wednesday, Oct. 27
• District 3 open meeting on Newton County Parks 

Master Plan, 6 to 8 p.m., Newton County Sheriff’s Office 
West Precinct, 3612 Salem Road, Covington. 

City hosts luncheon to honor front line workers

Board seeks to expedite distribution of federal COVID relief funds

"Your only locally owned 
and operated Pet Crematory."

Why Local Veterinarians 
Recommend Wheeler PETuary

Wheeler PETuary
 

 

“Our hospital has recommended the services of Wheeler PETuary 
since 2008. They set the standard of quality service and integrity our 
hospital desires. Each pet is treated with respect and compassion from 

                          ”.ylimaf rieht ot denruter era yeht litnu meht tcatnoc ew yad eht
Lee, Hospital Manager, Evans Mill Animal Hospital

Our Family Serving Yours

78 Chamisa Rd, Covington, GA 30016

www.wheelerpetuary.com • 470-205-3000www.wheelerpetuary.com • 470-205-3000

Hi, my name is Pumpkin! 
You can adopt me from 

Pound Puppies N’ Kittens Inc., 
located in Social Circle.

 Call 770-464-3393 to learn more.

THE COVINGTON NEWS’ PET OF THE WEEK

2157 East Street SE • Covington, GA 30014

770-786-2524
A Traditional Funeral Home Offering:

Traditional Funeral Services, Cremation and
Pre-Need Arrangements

Since 1893

J.C.Harwell & Son
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CHAPEL

“Dependable friends in time 
of need.”

Tommy &  
Mary Evelyn Davis

Celebrating 128 Years of  
Service to the Community  

We Call Home

www.harwellfuneralhome.com

Miss
Heart of Covington

Scholarship OrganizationScholarship Organization

Our Scholarship Competition will take place
February 12, 2022 at Porter Performing Arts Center

You could be the first!
OUTSTANDING TEEN Ages 13-17 &  

MISS Ages 18-25
WIN Prizes, Scholarship Money and Represent  

Covington at Miss Georgia!
Tiffany Humphries, Director – 770-771-1827

@ Miss Heart of Covington Scholarship Competition 
For more information of upcoming rendezvous in 

Covington, informative classes and events.

Lordy…Lordy Adam is Forty!!Lordy…Lordy Adam is Forty!!
Happy Birthday! Love, MomHappy Birthday! Love, Mom

Special to The Covington News
Public Works Director Kevin Sorrow (right) serves drinks to Covington’s front 
line workers Wednesday during the second annual Work Glove Lunch.

Newton County Board of Commissioners

By TOM SPIGOLON
tspigolon@covnews.com

COVINGTON, 
Ga. — Some Newton 
commissioners’ frus-
tration with the pace of 
distribution of federal 
COVID-19 relief funds 
boiled over Tuesday 
and the county manager 
felt most of the heat.

Board members also 
agreed to a special 

called meeting Nov. 
1 at 6 p.m. to devise 
plans for determining 
eligibility and how 
$10.8 million in federal 
American Rescue Plan 
funds will be distribut-
ed to Newton residents 
who have suffered the 
economic effects of 
COVID-19.

The Board will meet 
after a subcommittee 

investigates what some 
other Georgia counties 
have done to expedite 
distribution and gives a 
recommendation.

Commissioners voted 
for the Nov. 1 meeting 
after County Manag-
er Lloyd Kerr said he 
placed a request for 
proposals (RFP) on the 
county website seeking 
a consultant to help 

distribute and admin-
ister the money once 
the county receives 
guidelines from the U.S 
Treasury Department 
that the county has 
waited on for months.

The RFP will receive 
responses for 30 days. 
Kerr said a third party 
manager will adminis-

 See EXPEDITE, A8



Hours after deadly 
shooting, Georgia 

senators hold crime 
meeting 

Only hours after 
another deadly shooting 
in Atlanta, several law 
enforcement officials 
told members of the 
Georgia Senate Pub-
lic Safety Committee 
Wednesday what they 
need to lower crime 
rates and reduce stress 
on their judicial sys-
tems.  

“If you want crime 
to come down, you 
need to invest in those 
patrol officers working 
the street,” said Pete 
Skandalakis, exec-
utive director of the 
Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Council of Georgia. 
“They’re the first line 
of defense.

“The second step is 
investing in seasoned 
prosecutors and public 
defenders. We’ve been 
begging for resources 
for years. Our district 
attorneys and public 
defenders are over-
worked, and we’re los-
ing good, experienced 
people.” 

Wednesday’s com-
mittee meeting was 
the second of three on 
rising crime throughout 
metro Atlanta during 
the pandemic.  

“Something’s broken. 
Something’s not work-
ing,” said Sen. John 
Albers, R-Roswell, 
who chairs the commit-
tee. “We need to clean 
up Atlanta.” 

Atlanta Police Chief 
Rodney Bryant told the 
committee that crime is 
dropping in the city.  

“Our most aggressive 
crime reduction plans 
went into effect over 
the summer, around 
Memorial Day,” Bryant 
said. “Our murder rate 
at that time was 63% 
higher than it was last 
year. Now, it’s at 15% 
and falling. Rapes were 
108% higher than last 
year, and now they’re at 
67% higher and declin-
ing. The only numbers 
that are increasing are 
larcenies and thefts.” 

Early Wednesday 
morning, two people 
– including the sus-
pected gunman – were 
killed in a shooting at a 
Midtown Atlanta lux-
ury high-rise, Atlanta 
police told local media. 
The shooting happened 
around 3:30 a.m., ac-
cording to Atlanta po-

lice, at Atlantic House, 
a 32-story high rise 
that’s also one of the 
city’s tallest residential 
buildings.  

Atlanta Chief Oper-
ating Officer Jon Keen 
told the committee 
outgoing Mayor Keisha 
Lance Bottoms made 
crime reduction a top 
priority this year and 
increased the city’s 
public safety budget 
by 15%. The city also 
has installed about 250 
additional cameras 
throughout Atlanta, he 
said.

On Wednesday, 
Fulton County Chief 
Superior Court Judge 
Christopher Brasher 
said judicial depart-
ments need better data.

“There are between 
80,000 and 100,000 
unentered dispositions 
throughout the state,” 
he said, meaning judges 
often don’t have current 
information on detain-
ees and their potential 
criminal history.  

“We also need better 
supervision of pretri-
al release detainees,” 
Brasher said. “There 
are 3,100 people in our 
Fulton jail right now, 
and that’s 600 over 
capacity.”  

Judge Lori Duff of 
Loganville and the Mu-
nicipal Court of Mon-
roe is also president of 
the Council of Munici-
pal Court Judges.

“We have few tools 
in our toolboxes,” she 
said. “Our limited jail 
space is reserved for 
more serious offenses. 
Georgia does not have 
the resources to provide 
detox rehabilitation, 
address mental health 
issues, or provide finan-
cial literacy or assis-
tance systems that can 
help keep people out of 
our system.”  

The committee’s final 
meeting on Atlanta 
crime is scheduled for 
Nov. 3, which is also 
the first day of the spe-
cial legislative session 
in which Georgia’s 
state and congressio-
nal districts will be 
redrawn in accordance 
with new U.S. Census 
numbers.

– Capitol Beat News

Georgia couple sues 
Snapchat for 
catastrophic 

car crash
The Georgia Supreme 

Court heard arguments 
Thursday in a case 
where a metro Atlanta 
couple is blaming a 
social media app for a 
catastrophic car crash.  

In 2015, Christal 
McGee, then 19, was 
using Snapchat’s speed 
filter to photograph 
herself driving at a 
high speed. McGee 
was using the app’s 
speed filter to shoot a 
selfie when she crashed 
into another vehicle 
driven by Wentworth 
Maynard, who suffered 
serious injuries. The 
crash happened in Spal-
ding County around 
10:15 pm. Maynard 
spent weeks in a local 
hospital, suffering from 
traumatic brain injuries. 

Maynard and his wife 
have since been seek-
ing damages from the 
California-based social 
media app, arguing the 
app tempted McGee to 
speed.

“The family would 
like Snapchat to take 
the speed filter down 
immediately so no oth-
er family will have to 
go through what they’re 
going through,” the 
Maynards’ attorney told 
ABC News in 2016. 
The speed filter feature 
is still available on the 
Snapchat app. 

According to an 
affidavit, McGee was 
using the filter to create 
an image showing she 
was driving more than 
100 miles per hour. 

The Maynards claim 
Snapchat is liable 
because it knew that 
users could use the 
application in a way 
that would distract 
them from obeying 
traffic laws and that the 
speed filter encouraged 
excessive speeding. 
They argue Shapchat 
should remove the filter 
under the federal Com-
munications Decency 
Act, which the Geor-
gia Court of Appeals 
denied.  

The Maynards allege 
that Snapchat’s design 
contains an inherent 
incentive to engage in 
risky behavior. 

Recently, the Geor-
gia Court of Appeals 
upheld a trial judge’s 
dismissal of the case. 
Presiding Judge Sara 
Doyle wrote Snap-
chat could not be held 
liable for the plaintiff’s 
injuries.

The lawsuit had al-
ready been tossed once, 
only to be revived by 
the appellate court two 
years ago. 

“Snapchat should 
have known the filter 
would be used in this 
type of incident,” said 
Naveen Ramachan-
drappa, the Maynards’ 
attorney. “There was 
a Change.org petition 
that existed prior to this 
crash to remove this 
filter. At the time of the 
crash, Snapchat had 
that knowledge.” 

Georgia Supreme 
Court Chief Justice 
David Nahmias said 
companies have to 
design their products to 
be reasonably safe.   

“Full face masks that 
are commonly used 
around Halloween are 
sometimes used in rob-
beries,” added Justice 
Charles Bethel. “Do the 
manufacturers of those 
masks owe a duty to 
the general public with 
respect to robberies?” 

“In terms of risk 
liability, I believe they 
do,” Ramachandrappa 
said. 

“There are absolutely 
no allegations that any 
accidents have been 
caused using the speed 
filter,” John Major, an 
attorney representing 
Snapchat, told the 
court.  

Snapchat allows peo-
ple to take temporary 
photos and videos and 
share them. One of its 
speed filters is a speed-
ometer that shows the 
speed at which the user 

is moving. 
– Capitol Beat News

Georgia expanding 
funding for child-care 

program
More Georgia fami-

lies will be getting help 
from the state paying 
for child care under an 
initiative Gov. Bri-
an Kemp announced 
Monday.

Starting Nov. 1, 
Georgia will expand its 
Childcare and Par-
ent Services (CAPS) 
program by 10,000 
children. The program 
currently serves 50,000 
children from indigent 
and low-income fami-
lies.

“Since the start of 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic in March 2020, 
we have made child 
care a top priority in 
Georgia for assisting 
first responders, essen-
tial workers, and other 
hardworking families 
who could not stop 
their important work or 
work from home during 
this challenging time,” 
Kemp said.

“CAPS is a great 
example of a public 
initiative that helps 

families, their children, 
and providers alike. 
This expansion will 
allow us to serve more 
Georgians.”

To make covering 
more children possible, 
the expansion will raise 
the program’s eligibility 
criteria. New guide-
lines will increase the 
entry income threshold 
from 50% of the State 
Median Income (SMI) 
to 85% of SMI.

Child-care providers 
also will receive addi-
tional help in the form 
of bonus payments 
aimed at helping more 
providers become 
Quality Rated.

The poorest Georgia 
families will get extra 
help in qualifying for 
the CAPS program. 
Those in the lowest-in-
come category will see 
an income eligibility 
increase from 50% of 
the Federal Poverty 
Level (FPL) to 150% of 
FPL.

The expansion, fund-
ed through the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Con-
gress passed earlier this 
year, will run through 
Oct. 1, 2024.

– Capitol Beat News
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REgional Report
Read about what’s happening across the metro and beyond Newton County’s border >>

10050 Eagle Drive 
Covington, GA 30014
770.886.4600

www.oaksseniorliving.com

•  Assisted Living & Memory  
Care

• Family Owned & Operated
•  Committed to a  

“Person-Centered Lifestyle”
•  Serving with Faith,  

Knowledge, Compassion  
& Love

678-907-1127
Please Call or Text to Schedule Your Consultation

Service by Appointment

SERVICES

• Paintless Dent Repair
• Motorcycle PDR
• Touch-Up
• Scratch Removal
• Bumper Blends
• Wheel Resurfacing

• Free Consultations
• Licensed
• Insured
• Compliant
• Domestics
• Imports

Check our
our reviews!

Dent Scene is 
a division of

Monroe Power Equipment Co. Inc.
2125 Pace Street • Covington, GA 30014

770-784-5880 • www.monroepower.com



The property 
home to Co-
nyers Street 

Gym and Baker Field 
could 
have 
easily 
been 
sold.

But it 
wasn’t.

Con-
struc-
tion crews could have 
been on site right now 
to begin building a 
40-unit apartment 
complex and retail 
space, as proposed by 
The Revivalist Guild, 
on behalf of Coving-
ton Historic Places 
LLC — or, as we now 
know, the Covington 
Housing Authority.

But they aren’t.
The city of Coving-

ton could have done 
all of this without 
seeking any residents’ 
input and never batted 
an eye. Some city 
council members were 
in support of the recent 
proposal, and maybe 
still are. And in reality, 
the city could have 
sought “input” and still 
went about its own 
way.

But it didn’t. 

Instead, city lead-
ers did seek input 
from residents and 
answered a boatload 
of questions about 
the proposed project. 
There was no rush to 
make a decision. And 
that input, as so many 
city officials promised, 
played a major factor 
in declining the project 
— despite the devel-
opment’s potential to 
change the area for the 
better.

Why would the city 
do that?

Because, as I’ve 
learned over the past 
year living and work-
ing in Newton County, 

the city of Covington 
and its leaders genu-
inely care about the 
people — whether 
you’ve lived here all 
of your life or just 
moved in.

There aren’t many 
cities that operate in 
such a way by placing 
real value on residents’ 
opinions.

And I think that 
mentality starts at the 
top and trickles down. 

Each time I hear 
Mayor Steve Horton 
speak on different 
issues, he always vo-
calizes how important 
the role residents play 
in the city’s business 

decisions.
Simply stated, 

Covington leaders are 
putting its people first 
— believe it or not.

And I believe that 
whatever decision is 
made concerning Co-
nyers Street Gym and 
Baker Field, they’re 
going to stand by that 
and make sure that 
decision is right for the 
people. In fact, Horton 
said city staff members 
are working to create 
a questionnaire for 
residents to provide 
input on future devel-
opments — specifical-
ly, sharing what types 
of developments they 
want versus what they 
don’t want anywhere 
near Covington.

As I stated last week, 
Covington residents 
have a lot to be proud 
of. And while every 
decision they make 
isn’t always agreed 
upon, I think the city’s 
current leaders can be 
added to the list.

Taylor Beck is editor 
and publisher of The 
Covington News. He 
may be reached at 
tbeck@covnews.com.

My cousin 
Heather loves 
animals. In 

fact, I don’t think I 
have 
ever 
met 
anyone 
who 
loves 
animals 
more 
than 
her. I had no idea how 
deep this love went 
when we were kids 
since we only saw 
each other during hol-
idays. Of course, now 
that we’re Facebook 
friends, I have been a 
first-hand witness to 
her love of all of God’s 
creatures.

Most recently, her 
Facebook feed fea-
tured Dave, the opos-
sum and Marvin, the 
racoon. Not only does 
she have her own be-
loved pets and operate 
a pet services busi-
ness, but she rehabs 
and rehomes animals. 
Marvin and Dave get 
to live inside while 
they heal, and Heather 
(and her family) treat 
them like family. A 
modern-day St. Fran-
cis story.

St. Francis of Assisi, 
you may know, was 
the inspiration for the 
current pope’s papal 
name. St. Francis lived 
a humble life and was 
known for his love of 
all God’s creatures and 
creation. We believe 
he even preached to 
the birds and encour-
aged human beings to 
care for all of creation. 
He is known today 
as the patron saint of 
animals and ecology.

In some liturgical 
traditions, a “Blessing 
of the Animals” is held 
on or near his feast 
day each Oct. 4. Our 
blessing was held out-
side the student center 

at Oxford College and 
included 10 dogs, one 
cat, and a lot of pic-
tures (students aren’t 
allowed to have pets 
inside residence halls 
unless it’s a service 
animal). After each 
person introduced their 
pets, the rest of us held 
up our pictures and 
named our pets, all at 
the same time. The ca-
cophony of pet names 
in the air was like the 
Holy Spirit blowing 
through our crowd, 
blessing the gathering.   

I grew up with cats, 
dogs, hamsters, and 
birds in my house, and 
as an only child they 
were like siblings to 
me. No one, especial-
ly the church, ever 
helped me know their 
place in the created 
order, though. Animals 
weren’t talked about in 
church, and we nev-
er had a blessing for 
them. It wasn’t until I 
was in my first year as 
an associate chaplain 
that the chaplain 
held a Blessing of 
the Animals ser-
vice in the Wofford 
College chapel. 
When I became 
the chaplain at 
Oxford, I instituted 
an annual blessing 
and haven’t looked 
back.

In all the years 
I’ve been doing 
this, I have only 
had dogs and cats 
show up to our 
blessings. I know 
other clergy, how-
ever, who blessed 
horses and guinea 
pigs and snakes. 
Yes, snakes! I think 
one of my greatest 
fears is that some-
one will bring a 
snake for me to lay 
hands on.

This is where my 
cousin, Heather, 
comes into the 

picture again. Over the 
last couple of years, 
especially during the 
pandemic, I have 
tuned in to her feed 
more than ever. I was 
especially intrigued 
each spring, as tem-
peratures began to rise, 
of her teachings about 
snakes. She has taught 
me how to identify 
them and respect them, 
and, most importantly, 
that I don’t need to 
fear or kill them. 

She credits her love 
of animals to being an 
only child and having 
parents with an open-
ness to lots of pets, 
even the “weird” ones. 

“No matter what’s 
going on in the world, 
animals are always 
kind,” she says. “Even 
the ‘bad’ animals like 
alligators and snakes 
never do anything to 
intentionally harm 
someone or something. 
They’re only defensive 
when they feel their 
lives or their young’s 

lives are in danger. 
Otherwise, they’re 
happy to coexist with 
everyone. I wish 
people were more like 
that.” Me too, Heather.

We have much to 
learn from the earth 
and the creatures that 
inhabit it. Our earth is 
in peril, and we would 
do well to listen to the 
groaning of creation as 
well as the experts en-
couraging us to change 
our behavior. 

I’m beginning by 
paying attention to the 
Heather’s among us 
and remembering the 
example of St. Francis. 
Maybe I’ll even be 
ready for that snake 
when it shows up to a 
future blessing!

The Rev. Dr. Lyn 
Pace is a United 
Methodist minister and 
college chaplain who 
lives in Oxford, Geor-
gia with his spouse 
and eight-year-old.

It is said that no good 
deed goes unpun-
ished. If you don’t 

believe that, ask Mark 
Butler, commissioner of 
the be-
leaguered 
Georgia 
Depart-
ment of 
Labor.

These 
have 
not been easy times for 
Georgia DOL. Like 
most everything and 
everybody these days, 
the department has been 
hammered by the pan-
demic, as have those it is 
pledged to serve.

In the days before 
COVID-19, the Georgia 
Department of Labor 
was processing some 
5,000 new unemploy-
ment claims each week. 
With the pandemic’s 
arrival came an unprec-
edented spike in unem-
ployment claims. More 
than 624,000 people 
reported losing their jobs 
in April 2020 alone – 
according to my abacus, 
that is a bit more than a 
1,200 percent increase 
– putting major stress 
on the state’s unem-
ployment system and on 
those that administer it.

According to reports, 
the Georgia Depart-
ment of Labor has paid 
out over $22 billion in 
benefits and has pro-
cessed nearly 4.9 million 
unemployment insurance 
claims, more than in 
the previous nine years 
combined before the 
pandemic. What’s more, 
it has had to deal with 
thousands of frustrated 
citizens who have been 
unable to get workers on 
the phone or their emails 
answered. Many face 
eviction or their cars 
repossessed. Some have 
taken to pinning notes on 
the doors of local De-
partment of Labor offic-
es begging for callbacks.

The Georgia Budget 
and Policy Institute 
published a report saying 
the DOL has only half 
the staff it had in 2010 
(2,219 to 1,066 in 2020). 
Despite an effort to hire 
staff and induce the 
return of retirees, the 
department has grown 
to only 1,087 currently. 
Several hundred tempo-
rary workers were hired 
but many left saying 
they couldn’t handle the 
workload and the stress 
that goes with it.

This is where a good 
deed comes in that pro-
ceeds to blow up like a 
cheap balloon. To show 
his hard-working em-
ployees he appreciated 
their efforts, beginning 
in March 2020 Butler 
provided them free 
lunches daily for more 
than a year and at a cost 
of over $1.1 million. The 
problem is that this good 
deed was paid for with 
taxpayer-funded state 
and federal money, much 
of which was earmarked 
for unemployment ben-
efits. Chew on that for a 
moment.

A state audit obtained 
by The Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution called 
Butler’s actions “a viola-
tion of state purchasing 

rules.”  In other words, 
there is no such thing as 
a free lunch – at least not 
on the taxpayer’s dime, 
no matter how worthy 
the cause might seem to 
be.

Commissioner Butler 
defended his decision, 
telling the AJC he 
received permission to 
provide the free meals 
from Commissioner 
Alex Atwood, head 
of the Department of 
Administrative Services, 
which oversees state 
spending. DOL says they 
were given permission to 
treat the meals as “ur-
gent” and free from the 
state’s normal requisition 
process. DOAS said the 
meals became “routine 
planned events” exceed-
ing what they thought 
was a limited request.

“This isn’t something 
we did on our own with-
out asking,” Butler said. 
“I fully explained to him 
the reasons why we were 
doing it — to keep our 
people safe, to minimize 
bringing the COVID-19 
virus into our buildings 
and to require all the 
individuals who work 
here to work all through 
the day.”

Georgia Inspector 
General Scott McAfee, 
a former federal pros-
ecutor, clearly wasn’t 
swallowing that expla-
nation. He classified the 
program as a waste of 
taxpayer money.

In a report to Gov. 
Brian Kemp, McAfee, 
a former federal pros-
ecutor, said the meals 
purchased at each of the 
department’s 41 state-
wide offices showed “no 
distinction based on the 
location of an office, or 
the role, age or health 
condition of any particu-
lar employee.

“Notably, DOL never 
supported these ex-
penditures by claiming 
that they resulted in 
increased productivity,” 
McAfee said. “By offer-
ing to purchase meals, 
DOL removed any 
incentive for individual 
employees to prepare 
and pack their own 
meal, a practice that is 
generally more cost-ef-
fective and efficient 
when compared to retail 
purchases.”

Butler said,  “I’ll stand 
up for our folks here. 
I’m going to take care of 
them because they were 
taking care of Geor-
gia.”  Well-meaning, but 
likely falling on deaf 
ears of those Georgians 
seeking help from his 
department and feeling 
like they have not been 
taken care of.

What Commissioner 
Butler did not do was 
ask himself what kind of 
message he was sending 
to a pandemic-stressed 
public by giving his staff 
free meals for a year 
with a million dollars of 
taxpayer money. This 
is one good deed that 
could get him eaten alive 
in next year’s elections. 
Just some food for 
thought.

Dick Yarbrough is an 
award-winning colum-
nist from Georgia. 
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standing on the bridge 
and (was) possibly 
struck by a cutting 
saw,” the report stated. 

He was transported 
to Piedmont Newton 
Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead about 
an hour later, according 
to the report. 

Ambulance helicop-
ters transported Garrett 
to Grady Memorial 
Hospital and Mullins to 
Atlanta Medical Center, 
the report stated.

A spokesman for 
Atlanta-based B&D — 
a subcontractor on the 
project — said it was 
the first worker death in 
the company’s 33-year 
history.

B&D owner Michael 
Tackett said in a state-
ment, “All of us here at 
B&D Concrete Cutting 
are deeply saddened 
by the loss of one of 
our employees and the 
injuries sustained by 
the other as well as the 
Georgia Bridge em-
ployee.

“We are fully cooper-
ating with the federal, 
state and local officials 
along with the gener-
al contractor Georgia 
Bridge in their inves-
tigation of this tragic 
event,” Tackett said.

A 500-ton crane 
removed the equipment 
from the river while 
OSHA representatives 
arrived on the scene 
Wednesday and took 
over the investigation 
from the sheriff’s of-
fice, Jett said.

OSHA’s investigation 
has halted work on the 
project “until further 
notice,” a GDOT 
spokesman said.

The bridge, which ran 
parallel to I-20 near the 
edge of the interstate’s 
eastbound lanes, was 
built in 1937 and classi-
fied as “structurally de-
ficient” which required 
it be replaced, a GDOT 
release stated.

A bridge is classi-

fied as “structurally 
deficient” if either the 
deck, superstructure, 
substructure or culvert 
are rated as being in 
poor or worse condi-
tion, according to the 
American Road & 
Transportation Builders 
Association.

Tucker-based Georgia 
Bridge and Concrete 
began work Monday 
on the $3.065 million 
replacement project. 
Company officials said 
before the incident it 
would need 270 days 
— about nine months 
— to complete the 
new bridge, a GDOT 
spokesman said. 

Reconstruction work 
was to begin approxi-
mately 550 feet west of 
the existing bridge and 
extend east 550 feet 
for about a quarter of a 
mile. 

As proposed, the 

320-foot long by 43-
foot wide bridge is to 
include two walls along 
the approaches south 
of the road to minimize 
impacts to a river pump 
station and the nearby 
Riverside mobile home 
community.

A GDOT spokes-
man said he did not 
anticipate the incident 

causing a major delay 
in the project.

Access Road is a 
major east-west route 
between downtown 
Covington and western 
Newton County and 
Conyers — carrying 
more than 9,000 vehi-
cles per day. 

Tom Spigolon | The Covington News
A crane moves equipment from the Yellow River Wednesday morning after it fell Tuesday 
night following a collapse of the Access Road bridge. One worker died and two others 
were seriously injured in the incident.

Builders announce completion of Covington Crossings
By TAYLOR BECK

tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. — 
Construction of a 198-unit 
senior living complex is of-
ficially complete, McShane 
Construction Company offi-
cials announced Monday.

Located off U.S. Highway 
278, and just half a mile 
from Turner Lake Park, 
Covington Crossings is ex-
pected to provide affordable 
housing options for adults 
age 55 years and older, said 
Scott Hoppa, who is senior 
vice president and regional 
manager at McShane Con-
struction Company.

“We’re proud to support 
senior residents in the Cov-
ington area with a beauti-
ful residence offered at an 
affordable price,” Hoppa 
said in a news release. “With 
premium amenities and 
high-end finishes, Covington 

Crossings is an exceptional 
choice for seniors.”  

Amenities within the 

complex include a hair salon, 
library, laundry room, theater 
room, fitness room and 

storage space. Outside, along 
the 13-acre site, are a pergola 
and grilling area.

Covington Crossings offers 
a variety of floor plans for 
tenants to choose from, rang-
ing from a one-bedroom/
one-bathroom unit up to a 
three bedroom/two-bathroom 
unit. All units have luxury 
vinyl-tile flooring, carpeted 
bedrooms and granite coun-
tertops. 

Learn more about the new 
complex at covingtoncross-
ings.com. 

Established in 1984, 
McShane Construction 
Company is based in Rose-
mont, Illinois, with regional 
offices planted nationwide, 
including locations such 
as Auburn, Alabama, and 
Nashville, Tennessee. The 
firm offers integrated de-
sign-build and build-to-suit 
construction services for 
the multi-family, industrial, 
commercial, health & fitness 
and institutional markets.

Special | McShane Construction Company
Covington Crossings offers a variety of floor plans for tenants age 55 and older to choose from, ranging 
from a one-bedroom/one-bathroom unit up to a three-bedroom/two-bathroom unit.
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The Covington News 
obtained a copy of the 
RFP submitted in the 

second round. Within 
the submission was a 
cover letter, a single 
photo of the devel-
opment, 10 years of 
financial projections, 
a list of sources and 
uses, a timeline for the 
development, and bal-
ance sheets and profit 
and loss statements for 
the Covington Housing 
Authority spanning the 
last two years.

“Mayor and coun-
cil was aware of the 
submission for the gym 
and field right after [the 
RFP] was received,” 
Community Devel-
opment Director Trey 

Sanders said. “This was 
a unique situation in 
that there was only one 
submission. Typically, 
if a large number were 
received, a committee 
would have been creat-
ed to review, select the 
best options and recom-
mend one to council. A 
list of all respondents 
and their quotes would 
be made available to 
the mayor and council 
along with the staff rec-
ommendation. Because 
there was only one 
response, there was no 
need for a committee 
to review and provide 
recommendations to 
council.”

He said the initial 
RFP went straight to 
the council members. 
However, it was be-
lieved the council had 
not seen the RFP docu-
ments from Round 2.

“I did not know the 
city council was not 
aware that we were in-
volved in this project,” 
Tucker said. “I feel 
very confident in saying 
that if they looked at 
any other responses to 
RFPs then they’ll see 
other people forming an 
LLC as the front of the 
project. And we were 
not hiding anything. It’s 
in there.

“There are no se-
crets,” she continued. 
“Why [developers] 
didn’t put [in the cover 
letter], ‘We’re doing 
this on behalf of the 
Covington Housing Au-
thority,’ is because peo-
ple have all these wild 
misconceptions [about 
the housing authority]. 
I’ve heard all of these 
crazy rumors in the last 
week, including that we 
were going to build this 
$14 million building 
and fill it with homeless 

people.
“I run a housing 

authority,” Tucker said. 
“Yes, I am a public ser-
vant, but I’m a business 
person. And I like my 
job — I think I’d lose it 
if I did that.”

Since becoming the 
housing authority’s 
executive director in 
2017, Tucker said she’s 
worked “really, really 
hard” to change how 
the housing authority 
and its residents are 
viewed.

“There are a lot of 
misconceptions,” she 
said. “I think most 
people tend to think 
nobody over here 
works, but the truth is, 
most people over there 
work.”

Tucker said about 
64% of Covington 
Housing Authority 
residents either work 
or were retired. Those 
that work earn between 
$10,000 and $38,000 
annually. About 25% 
of residents are dis-
abled. Tucker said less 
than 2% of residents 
received public assis-
tance.

Of the housing au-
thority’s total residents, 
half are adults and half 
are children.

Tucker said she didn’t 
make an effort to en-
courage city officials to 
take a close look at the 
RFP or make sure the 
city knew the Coving-
ton Housing Authority 
was involved, because 
she felt like it would be 
unethical to have those 
conversations with any-
one potentially voting 
to approve or deny the 
project.

Tucker did say the 
project was brought up 
in conversation a few 
times with city officials, 
particularly this past 
weekend when she said 
Councilwoman Susie 
Keck called her about 
who paid for the devel-
oper’s renderings.

“At the point when 
Susie called me this 
weekend, it still hadn’t 
been voted on,” Tuck-
er recalled. “But she 
called and asked me 
the question, and I 

answered it. Yes, we 
paid for it … I was like, 
‘Why are you asking 
me that?’ Because I’m 
thinking, you know we 
paid for it. Obviously, 
we paid for it.”

Tucker said the 
$75,000 spent on 
renderings were not 
HUD funds but instead 
pulled from the hous-
ing authority’s bond 
account. She also said 
the housing authority’s 
board was fully aware 
of the plans.

“There are a lot 
of misconceptions 
about what a housing 
authority is, what a 
housing authority does 
and what we can do,” 
Tucker said. “Some of 
these questions [from 
city council members] 
about who authorized 
it and why wouldn’t 
they know if it was 
authorized. Why would 
they know? And I don’t 
mean that in a smart-
mouth way or anything, 
but it’s just that we’re a 
housing authority. We 
are separate from the 
city.”

Plans for the Co-
nyers Street Gym and 
Baker Field develop-
ment were going to be 
similar to the New Leaf 
Center Apartments, 
located off Washing-
ton Street, owned and 
operated by the housing 
authority. There, Tucker 
said, the rents are “kept 
reasonable,” but not 
necessarily subsidized. 
There is a “nice mix” 
of people, including 
young professionals 
living there, she said.

Three-bedroom apart-
ments listed at 1,500 
square-feet would have 
cost renters $2,025 per 
month. Two-bedroom 
options would have 
ranged from $1,026 to 
$1,282.50 per month, 
depending on the 
square footage. Only 
two one-bedroom units 
would have been of-
fered — a 650-square-
foot unit located on 
the “court side” at 
$877.50 per month 
and a “bleacher” level, 
650-square-foot unit for 
$942.50 per month.

The development at 
Conyers Street Gym 
and Baker Field would 
have also been another 
step in silencing the 
stigma centered around 
housing authorities, 
Tucker said. She said 
part of that process 
is building attractive 
homes and apartment 
units and updating 
existing properties, all 
while mindfully brand-
ing their properties.

“What I don’t want 
is for you to ride by 
anywhere and say, ‘Oh. 
That’s where the poor 
people live,’” Tucker 
said. “Or to look at 
a resumé and to say, 
‘This looks great — 
oh, wait. They live on 
Nixon Circle.’ So we’re 
working on getting 
rid of that. And going 
forward, nine times out 
of 10, we’re not going 
to stick ‘Covington 
Housing Authority’ 
on the front of [a new 
development] … It 
wouldn’t make sense 
to do that. It makes 
sense to rebrand it and 
give [residents] a new 
chance.

“We’ve worked really 
hard over these last 
few years to change the 
image of the housing 
authority,” she added. 
“We are an ethical, 
well-run organization, 
and we’re run with 
integrity. We do ev-
erything we do with 
integrity. If they have 
a question about any-
thing, call me, call one 
of my board members 
… Tell me to come to 
a council meeting to 
answer questions. Let’s 
not do this … We’re all 
working together for 
this community. Let’s 
do that without this.

“And come learn 
about the housing au-
thority,” Tucker con-
cluded. “Be informed. 
Understand what your 
housing authority is 
here for, and what a 
hosting is and how a 
housing authority is 
governed and what a 
housing authority can 
do. We’re actually pret-
ty awesome.”

City council candidate forms petition to ‘thwart’ future sale of Conyers Street property
By TAYLOR BECK

tbeck@covnews.com

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— In response to recent 
dealings concerning 
Conyers Street Gym 
and Baker Field, one 
candidate for Coving-
ton City Council has 
started a petition aimed 
to “thwart” future sale 
of the historic property, 
and to “say no to more 
apartments.”

Carla Ferry, who is 
challenging incumbent 
Councilwoman Susie 
Keck for the Post 1 seat 
representing the East 
Ward on the Covington 
City Council, issued 
a letter Wednesday 
afternoon notifying the 

mayor and city council 
that she had started the 
petition.

“We would like to 
present to you the 

petition collected since 
the town hall meeting 
took place [Sept. 28] 
of approximately 250 
people that checked one 

or all boxes from the 
petition on https://new-
tonvoter.com,” Ferry 
wrote. “Please accept 
this information, as 
petition names continue 
to increase for the gym 
and field restoration 
of its intended use.  It 
is certain that with the 
community interest and 
with this being adver-
tised we would get well 
over 1000 signatures 
by the end of Novem-
ber if necessary to be 
even more convincing 
of leaving this gym 
and field intact and 
improved for future 
generations.”

As more signatures 
are gathered, Ferry re-

quested the city consid-
er the following:

• “Make a commit-
ment not to sell this 
property now or ever so 
the community knows 
they have a vested 
interest in restoring the 
gym.”

• “Prevent future de-
terioration from water 
damage by placing tarp 
or by other method”

• “Launch community 
effort to clear and allow 
the community to use 
their talents and re-
sources on a volunteer 
basis”

• “Future plan devel-
oped by the community 
and for the communi-
ty.”

• “Do not accept 
any federal funding or 
grants for this resto-
ration. This will build 
back some of the trust 
lost from our com-
munity to our leaders, 
thereby creating an 
atmosphere of true 
Covington spirit.”

Residents partici-
pating in the petition 
may choose any of the 
following options:

• “I oppose reallocat-
ing Baker Field for a 
purpose other than its 
intended use.”

• “I oppose the city 
selling Baker Field & 
the Historic Gym.”

File | Taylor Beck | The Covington News
Before a town hall event Tuesday, Sept. 28, at Baker Field 
in Covington, residents were allowed to walk inside Co-
nyers Street Gym to see the building’s current condition. 
It hasn’t been occupied for several years.

 See PETITION, A7
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The four-year adjust-
ed cohort rate is defined 
as the group of students 
who enter a school 
system as freshmen and 
graduate within four 
years, with adjustments 
made for students who 
transfer out of the same 
system during that time 
period.

Graduation rates for 
the local schools and 
districts and statewide 
for the last five years 
included:

Alcovy 
2017-82% 
2018-84% 
2019-85% 
2020-89% 
2021-85%

Eastside 
2017-90%, 
2018-91%, 
2019-87%, 
2020-89%, 
2021-91%

Newton 
2017-82%  
2018-87% 
2019-88% 
2020-91% 
2021-91%

NCSS
2017-83%  
2018-87% 
2019-87% 
2020-90% 
2021-89%

Social Circle 
2017-97%  
2018-94% 
2019-92% 
2020-95% 
2021-96%

Georgia
2017-81%  
2018-82% 
2019-82% 
2020-84% 
2021-84%

NCSS Superintendent 
Samantha Fuhrey said 
she was “incredibly 
proud of our students, 

staff, and school lead-
ers for their hard work, 
dedication and commit-
ment to realizing our 
school system vision 
that all students will be 
well-rounded and pre-
pared for the future.”

“We have worked 
diligently to equip our 
students for life beyond 
high school and while 
we will not be satis-
fied until 100% of our 
seniors graduate, our 
continuous improve-
ment journey is demon-
strated by our district 
surpassing the state’s 
graduation rate year 
after year,” Fuhrey said. 

“I’d like to thank our 
students’ families for 
their involvement in 
their children’s edu-
cation; we know that 
family engagement 
is critical to student 
success.” 

Robbie Hooker, su-
perintendent of Social 
Circle City Schools, 
congratulated students, 
parents, teachers and 
system leaders “for 
their hard work,”

“It is satisfying to see 
that the data collected 
by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Education is 
trending upward for our 
students and is a reflec-
tion of the work done 
collectively throughout 
the district,” Hooker 
said. “We are certainly 
empowering students 
with an excellent and 
equitable education.”

Social Circle High 
School Principal Tim 
Armstrong said the 
“diligence” of students, 
faculty, and staff “has 
paid off” with a three-
year graduation rate 
increase.  

“While they ex-
perienced many 
COVID-related chal-
lenges in the two years, 
we have also worked 

to increase our expec-
tations of all students’ 
academic performance. 
Our students’ perfor-
mance is evidence of 
the power of high ex-
pectations,” Armstrong 
said.

Fuhrey said NCSS 
has school teams and 
committees that work 
to ensure all students 
are on track to gradu-
ate. 

She said the process 
to ensure students grad-
uate within four years 
begins when students 
attend the system’s 
Summer Bridge pro-
gram for rising ninth-
grade students. 

“During this event, 
students spend time 
familiarizing them-
selves with the new 
high school, learn about 
the way a high school 
operates, and estab-
lish relationships with 
one another, teachers, 
school leaders, and 
counselors,” she said.

“We recognize fresh-
man year is a critical 
year and ninth-grade 
students who are ‘on-
track’ are more likely 
to meet the gradua-
tion milestone in four 
years.” 

Attendance and 
course completion are 
used as indicators of a 
student remaining “on-
track” toward gradua-
tion, Fuhrey said. 

“School staff inter-
vene swiftly when con-
cerns surface relative to 
‘on-track’ status,” she 
said. 

“Not only do we sup-
port our freshman, but 
all students’ ‘on-track’ 
progress is reviewed, 
and those who need 
additional support are 
identified and served 
throughout the school 
year — even before and 
after school and during 

the summer. 
“Teachers also 

provide before and 
after-school tutoring 
for students who need 
more time to under-
stand difficult con-
cepts.”

The school system 
has a graduation coach 
in place at each high 
school. The coach 
helps monitor student 
achievement and prog-
ress, Fuhrey said.

NCSS also uses 
academic “safety nets” 
for students who are 
struggling, Fuhrey said. 

“Each of our schools 
are supported by guid-
ance counselors who 
meet with parents and 
students to ensure grad-
uation requirements are 
met,” she said.

“Our College and Ca-
reer Readiness special-
ists work with guidance 
counselors and students 
to help them find their 
passion and develop 
pathways to achieve 
their goals.”  

NCSS high schools 
also use Multi-Tiered 
System of Support 
(MTSS) specialists 
who help students and 
work with teachers “to 
create just-in-time in-
terventions for students 
who need additional 
guidance and support,” 
Fuhrey said.

A Multi-Tiered 
System of Support 
(MTSS) is a data-driv-
en prevention system 
that uses assessment — 
including screening and 
progress monitoring — 
to identify and predict 
students who may be 
at risk for poor learn-
ing outcomes or who 
experience social or 
emotional needs or be-
havioral concerns that 
affect learning, accord-
ing to information from 
the Georgia Department 

of Education.
The state education 

department also re-
leased graduation rates 
of subgroups of stu-
dents in the two school 
systems.

When broken out by 
race:

• 90% of Black 
students in the NCSS 
cohort graduated in 
2021, down slightly 
from 91% in 2020. 

• NCSS white stu-
dents graduated at a 
rate of 86%, down from 
90% in 2020.

• Between 2020 and 
2021, the percentage 
of white graduates 
dropped at Newton 
High (89% in 2020 to 
84% in 2021) and at 
Alcovy (86% to 78%) 
but remained the same 
at Eastside (92%).

• The percentage of 

Black students grad-
uating increased at 
Eastside (83% in 2020 
to 89% in 2021) and 
dropped slightly at 
Newton (93% to 92%) 
and Alcovy (90% to 
88%).

• Social Circle High 
School’s Black grad-
uates decreased from 
100% in 2020 to 95% 
in 2021; while white 
graduates increased 
from 94% to 96%.

Statewide, the over-
all public high school 
graduation rate showed 
little change between 
2020 and 2021. The 
2021 rate was 83.7%, 
which was a 0.1% drop 
from 83.8% in 2020.

However, Georgia’s 
graduation rate has 
increased by 14% since 
2012, state education 
officials said.

RATES:
Continued from A1

PETITION:
Continued from A6

• “I want restoration 
of the facility and field 
by involving the com-
munity and city fund-
ing.”

 Ferry’s letter also 
stated signing the 
petition would also be 
saying “no” to more 
apartments — “its orig-
inal intent.”

“By now you have 
probably heard about 
the city’s proposal to 
build Baker Field into 
an apartment complex 
in our Historic Dis-
trict with all the empty 
promises of affordable 

housing and 4 high end 
retail shops,” Ferry’s 
petition stated. “The 
truth is that it will do 
nothing to build our 
city up. Instead, this is 
a shell game to pad the 
pockets of a few and 
further take away the 
last remaining chil-
dren’s activities for this 
community.

“The Baker Family 
is held in high regard 
for the dedication of 
this historic landmark, 
and our community has 
enjoyed coming togeth-
er for many years,” the 

letter concluded. “Let’s 
keep it that way.”

There are no current 
development plans on 
the table for the historic 
property. City Man-
ager Scott Andrews 

announced Friday the 
city declined a proposal 
from developer John 
Adams of The Revival-
ist Guild, whose plans 
called for 40 apartments 
and retail space.
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Perimeter College, Newton High School launch campaign to stop opioid abuse

EXPEDITE:
Continued from A2

ter the program “objec-
tively and fairly” and 
make sure all regula-
tions are followed and 
not be “subject to any 
type of local or political 
pressure for any type of 
favoritism.”

However, Sanders 
and Commissioner 
J.C. Henderson sharply 
criticized Kerr for what 
Henderson said was 
lack of effort in finding 
a way to more rapidly 
get the funds to those 
needing it.  

Sanders said she 
knew of some residents 
who needed to pay 
electric bills reaching 
$800 in some cases.

“They didn’t just lay 
on their behinds,” she 
said. “They couldn’t 
work because they had 
COVID.”

She also questioned 
why the county govern-
ment just now was in 
the first stages of hiring 
a consultant to manage 
a $10 million ARPA 
fund when it already 
had the staff to manage 
a $78 million annual 
budget.

“There’s something 
we can put in place to 
assist our citizens. We 
have to be proactive 
instead of reactive,” she 
said.

“We are a reactive 
government in Newton 
County. We do not plan 
for anything,” Sanders 
said.

Henderson, a frequent 
critic of Kerr, said the 
county manager should 
have been able to find 
someone to assist him 
with hiring a consultant 
long before now.

“We asked him to do 
something and he didn’t 
do it,” Henderson told 
Board members.

He also said Kerr did 

not care about moving 
more quickly to distrib-
ute the money because 
Kerr did not directly 
“see” the need for the 
money that Henderson 
did in his district.

“These people are 
coming to us because 
we’re the people closest 
to them,” he said.

Henderson said he 
wanted an attorney to 
help Kerr with the legal 
aspects of expediting 
distribution. 

He first said he want-
ed County Attorney 
Patrick Jaugstetter for 
the job and later made 
a motion for former 
county attorney Tommy 
Craig.

The Board of Com-
missioners fired Craig 
from the county attor-
ney position in 2015 
amid claims of gain-
ing financially from a 
reservoir project. It then 
hired Jaugstetter’s firm, 
Jarrard and Davis, as 
the county government 
attorney — though the 
Tax Commissioner and 
Sheriff’s Office kept 
Craig as their attorney.

Henderson later 
withdrew his motion 
in favor of a motion by 
Sanders for the Nov. 1 
meeting.

Kerr said he had 
been delayed in final-
izing a job description 
until recently because 
of the need to focus 
on the 2022 budget 
and property tax rate 
before commissioners 
approved it in mid-Au-
gust. 

He also said the 
complexity of what the 
consultant job entails 
— such as dealing with 
federal regulations and 
making sure recipients 
are qualified — and the 
research needed was 

time-consuming.
“This is something 

new in terms of the 
type of project this is,” 
Kerr said. “I have got to 
be very careful with the 
money.”

Sanders said Rock-
dale County had 
already distributed 
some of its funds. Kerr 
responded that some 
Georgia counties may 
have distributed the 
money with the help of 
much larger staffs than 
Newton County has. 

Newton County still 
does not have the man-
power or expertise to 
administer the distribu-
tion, he said. 

He said 80% of 
Georgia counties still 
have not distributed the 
money because they 
also await final federal 
guidelines.

The Association of 
County Commissioners 
of Georgia (ACCG), 
which is the state’s top 
training and service 
provider for county 
commissioners, also 
says on its website it is 
waiting to send out U.S. 
Treasury guidance on 
distribution to coun-
ties statewide when “it 
becomes available.”

Jaugstetter said 
he works with other 
county governments in 
Metro Atlanta and each 
needs its own specific 
guidelines.

He said a consultant 
can evaluate the local 
area to come up with 
ways tailored to distrib-
uting funds in Newton 
County.

Henry County used a 
consultant and in-house 
staff to do “all the 
work” before its county 
commission decided 
how to distribute its 
money. 

“This is a big under-
taking ... and it does 
have strings attached,” 
he said.

Commissioner 
Ronnie Cowan warned 
that the federal govern-
ment “was notorious 
for throwing money” 
at local needs with-
out guidance on how 
it should be spent 
and then telling local 
officials they violated 
the law. He said he 
wanted federal guid-
ance in place before he 
approved spending the 
money.

“You better have 
some guidelines in 
place because the 
federal government is 
going to want to see it, 
especially if you get in 
trouble,” he said.

He said guidelines 
need to be established 
so that the money is 
used in a way in which 
it can be easily audited.

“The way y’all are 
going about it right 
now, I wouldn’t put my 
name on none of it. I 
don’t plan on going to 
jail for none of y’all,” 
Cowan said.

Henderson said some 
on the board were wait-
ing on a “perfect way 
to do it” and were “not 
trying to expedite it, 
they’re trying to pro-
long it.”

“We should stop 
putting people in office 
who, when you need 
help, they turn their 
back on you,” he said. 
“There’s nobody going 
to jail for helping some-
body.”

The $10.8 million is 
the first of two install-
ments totaling $21.7 
million the county will 
receive in ARPA funds.

By REBECCA RAKOCZY
GSU-Perimeter College

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Students at Newton 
High School recently 
unveiled a mural cele-
brating their #NOpiods 
campaign. 

The two-year cam-
paign, which also 
featured skits, T-shirts, 
posters and a stu-
dent-produced public 
service announcement, 
began in 2019 and 
carried through the 
pandemic.

The campaign was a 
collaboration between 
Georgia State Univer-
sity Perimeter College 
and honors students 
at the high school, 
and was supported by 
a statewide initiative 
called College-Adopt-

A-School, funded 
through a $117,500 
grant from the Georgia 
Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Devel-
opmental Disabilities, 
the opioid authority in 
Georgia.

As part of the grant, 
Georgia State Newton 
Campus students men-
tored the high school 
students to develop a 
drug awareness pro-
gram at the school. The 
program was aimed 
at making them more 
comfortable about 
talking about the dan-
gers of opioid abuse.

Newton Campus 
instructors Tami Thom-
as, assistant professor 
of criminal justice, and 
Mary Beth Davison, 
assistant professor of 

anatomy and physiolo-
gy, guided the college 
students leading the 
effort. 

Opioids are synthetic 
or partially synthetic 
manufactured drugs 
that mimic the proper-
ties of opiates. In 2018, 
the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health 
reported 1,043 deaths 
from opioids, including 

fentanyl and heroin.
The students did the 

work, led by Erica 
Mickens, Newton High 
School counselor.

“Faculty were sup-
portive and encouraged 
the students to freely 
express their desire for 
a drug-free communi-
ty,” said Davison, who 
worked in a superviso-
ry role during weekly 

meetings and the PSA 
videotaping sessions.  
“These students were 
committed to this proj-
ect, always being on 
their best behavior and 
contributing with their 
hearts and minds,” she 
said.  

The student-produced 
PSAs were broadcast 
during morning an-
nouncements, viewable 

to both the on-campus 
and home school stu-
dents during the spring 
2021 semester. 

The community 
can view the PSAs at 
the #NOPIOIDS site 
through their Instagram 
account at https://www.
instagram.com/nopi-
oids.newton/

Special to The Covington News
Newton High School and Perimeter College students marked their two-year campaign to fight opioid abuse with a new 
mural created by Georgia State University alumni Nyeijuan Mack.



By MARIA M. LAMEIRAS
UGA Cooperative Extension

Both traditional and 
organic producers are 
increasing their use 
of cover crops for a 
variety of reasons — to 
control erosion, choke 
out weeds, improve 
soil health and enhance 
water availability. 

Now research by 
University of Georgia 
scientists is examining 
which cover crops may 
also provide important 
habitat for predatory 
insects that could help 
control disease- and 
damage-causing pests 
in cotton.

Cover crops are 
usually planted after a 
primary crop has been 
harvested to provide 
benefits over the winter. 
In the UGA College of 
Agricultural and En-
vironmental Sciences 
study, cover crops were 
left in place during the 
growing season when 
cotton was planted in 
test fields to compare 
predator insect popula-
tions to those in tradi-
tionally tilled fields.In 

2017 and 2018, UGA 
entomologist Jason 
Schmidt and his re-
search team found that 
— compared to cotton 
not grown with cover 
crops — crimson clover 
and rye cover crops 
planted in cotton fields 
increased the presence 
of beneficial predator 

insects during the early 
part of the growing sea-
son. The full results of 
the study were recently 
published in the jour-
nal Ecosphere. More 
details on yield and 
production value were 
published in a compan-
ion paper in the journal 
Biological Control. 

While cotton crops 
without cover crops 
still attracted some 
predatory insects, the 
use of cover crops 
resulted in a seven- to 
10-fold increase in the 
number and diversity 
of ground-dwelling 
predatory insect pop-
ulations in the early 

season compared to 
cotton grown without a 
cover crop, particularly 
when a rye cover crop 
was used.

This increase in 
ground-dwelling 
predators in rye and 
crimson clover treat-
ments continued into 
the mid-season. As the 
season progressed and 
cotton vegetation grew, 
the late-season predato-
ry insect communities 
became similar in plots 
both with and without 
cover crops. While 
counts of predators 
provide a measure of 
changes in populations 
and communities, sci-
entists don’t know what 
these predators are do-
ing there or whether the 
predators are providing 
services, like pest con-
trol, to cotton produc-
ers, Schmidt said.
Biodiversity and the 

cotton food web
Schmidt’s team used 

molecular gut content 
analysis (MGCA) to 
determine what pests 
and other prey preda-
tors were feeding on 

to determine roles in 
the cotton food web, 
as shown in the pub-
lished study. Schmidt 
used a combination of 
PCR (polymerase chain 
reaction) and sequenc-
ing technologies such 
as Illumina MiSeq to 
screen for prey DNA 
remains in the guts of 
predators.

They found that, 
while the biodiversity 
of the cotton ecosys-
tem increased with 
the use of cover crops 
— particularly Lycosi-
dae, Linyphiidae, and 
Gnaphosidae spiders, 
as well as Staphylinidae 
beetles — compared to 
cotton grown without a 
cover crop, the predato-
ry insects ate a variety 
of non-pest prey.

Small arthropods 
called Collembola and 
flies made up a consid-
erable amount of their 
diet and likely helped 
sustain their popu-
lations. MGCA also 
showed that predators 
fed on pests like aphids 
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Cover crops provide home for predator insects that may help control pests

UGA Cooperative Extension
Graduate student Carson Bowers sorts arthropods collected during the study.
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Agriculture secretary applauds research efforts in blocking spread of African swine fever virus
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

news@covnews.com

WASHINGTON — 
Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack recently 
applauded research 
and protection efforts 
underway at the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA) Agricul-
tural Research Service 
(ARS) and Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) to 
prevent the spread of 
African Swine Fever 
virus, which has been 
causing devastating 
losses to the swine in-
dustry across the globe.

“USDA agencies 
are working together 
to protect U.S. live-
stock from foreign 
and emerging animal 
diseases that could 
harm our economy and 
public health,” said 
Vilsack. 

“I am proud of the 
extraordinary research 
underway at the Ag-
ricultural Research 
Service to develop 
vaccine candidates to 
prevent African Swine 
Fever virus. In addition, 
the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Ser-
vice has done tremen-
dous work to establish 
protection zones to 
safeguard the entire 
U.S. swine industry. 
Scientific research, dis-
covery, surveillance and 
detection are critical 
to solving challenging 
problems that American 
producers face to keep 
our food supply robust 
and safe.”

African Swine Fever 
(ASF) was originally 
detected in 2007 in the 
Republic of Georgia 
and is known to cause 
virulent, deadly disease 
outbreaks in wild and 
domesticated swine. 
Since the original 
outbreak, ASF has had 
a widespread and lethal 
impact on swine herds 
in various countries in 
Eastern and Central 
Europe and throughout 
Asia. Although the vi-
rus is causing profound 
economic losses to the 

swine industry, there 
have not been any U.S. 
outbreaks. However, 
a few weeks ago ASF 
outbreaks were con-
firmed in the Domini-
can Republic, the first 
outbreak in the Ameri-
cas in recent history. 

APHIS has vigilantly 
executed safeguards to 
prevent ASF from en-
tering the United States. 
The virus is unable to 
transmit from pigs to 
humans.

The Agricultural 
Research Service pub-
lished new research re-
cently, that highlights a 
new vaccine candidate 
that has been shown to 
prevent and effectively 
protect both European 
and Asian bred swine 
against the current cir-
culating Asian strain of 
the virus.

Previous studies were 
done under laboratory 
conditions only in Eu-
ropean bred pigs using 
an ASF virus sample 
from the initial out-
break. ARS’s new vac-
cine candidate studies 
revealed that immunity 
occurred in approx-
imately one-third of 
swine by second week 
post-vaccination, with 
full protection in all 
swine achieved by the 
fourth week.

This research, high-
lighted in the journal 
Transboundary and 
Emerging Diseases, 
shows that ARS scien-
tists have developed 
a vaccine candidate 
with the ability to be 
commercially produced 
while still maintaining 

its vaccine efficacy 
against Asian ASF virus 
strains when tested 
in both European and 
Asian swine breeds.

“We are excited that 
our team’s research has 
resulted in promising 
vaccine candidates 
that are able to prevent 
and protect different 
swine breeds against 
the current ASF virus,” 
said ARS Adminis-
trator Chavonda Ja-
cobs-Young. “Vaccine 
candidates could play 
an important role in 
controlling the ongoing 
outbreak threatening 
global swine health.”

ARS researchers will 
continue to determine 
the safety and efficacy 
of the vaccine under 
commercial produc-
tion conditions and are 
closely working with 
their commercial part-
ner Navetco National 
Veterinary Joint Stock 
Company, located in 
Vietnam.

To date, ARS has 
successfully engineered 
and patented five ASF 
experimental vaccines 
and has fully executed 
seven licenses with 
pharmaceutical compa-
nies to develop the vac-
cines. ARS continues 
to evaluate additional 
commercial partners to 
develop these vaccines.

This is a major step 
for science and agri-
culture. A commercial 
vaccine for ASF virus 
will be an important 
part of controlling ASF 
in outbreak areas. All 
U.S. vaccine candidates 
have to go through the 

APHIS regulatory ap-
proval process for use 
in U.S. swine.

“The partnership be-
tween APHIS and ARS 
is critical in protecting 
U.S. animal agricul-
ture from devastating 

diseases like ASF,” said 
Kevin Shea, APHIS 
Administrator. “ARS’s 
work in researching 
and developing vaccine 
candidates provides 
valuable tools to animal 
health organizations 

worldwide in com-
bating ASF. APHIS 
is ready to evaluate 
potential ASF vaccines 
for use in the United 
States.”

African Swine Virus 
was originally detected 
in 2007 in the Republic 
of Georgia and is known 
to cause virulent, deadly 
disease outbreaks in 
wild and domesticated 
swine, according to 
researchers.
Associated Press
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and spider mites, which 
aren’t usually a prob-
lem in cotton, but can 
be, which provided sup-
port for efforts to con-
serve and boost popula-
tions of these predators 
to control some pests 
that don’t cause signifi-
cant economic damage, 
Schmidt said. Other 
key pests such as stink 
bugs, thrips and white-
flies were rarely found 
in their guts.

“We were interested 
in whether the habitat 
formed by the leftover 
plant material from 
these cover crops was 
going to improve the 
beneficial insect pop-
ulations in these fields 
and what those addi-
tional predator insects 
are doing while they’re 
in there,” Schmidt said. 
“This was an assess-
ment or estimate of the 
types of interactions 
going on in those dif-
ferent scenarios of ei-
ther using a cover crop 
or not, or using one 

type of cover crop over 
another, and whether 
that had any influence 
over altering food webs 
with habitat.”

The study primarily 
focused on how cover 
crops influenced the 
predator insect commu-
nities. It also explored 
whether those altered 
communities deliver 
different pest control 
services measured by 
changes in the interac-
tion between species. 
To boil it down, who’s 
eating what?

“We wanted to see 
what kinds of predators 
were out there and what 
they were feeding on,” 
Schmidt said. “There’s 
a motion of change go-
ing on where growers 
are thinking more about 
using natural systems 
instead of just using 
pesticides. Producers 
must use all tools avail-
able to make a profit, 
so if they can promote 
beneficial insects in the 
system to aid in pest 

control,  fewer inputs 
are needed and that 
should lead to reduced 
costs of production. ”

As the residue from 
cover crops deteriorates 
over the growing sea-
son, insect populations 
in the fields change and 
the early season bene-
fits of cover cropping 
do not appear to last 
through harvest.

“There are early-sea-
son benefits of cover 
crops when cotton 
plants are small. The 
cover crop residue 
forms a complex hab-
itat matrix with cotton 
seedlings popping out 
of it and there are insect 
predators in there that 
can defend those young 
plants from pests,” 
Schmidt said. “It’s in-
teresting that the habitat 
doesn’t maintain these 
communities through-
out the season. It is the 
first part of the season 
when you have habitat 
differences between the 
different cover crops 

because there is more 
cover crop present than 
cotton seedlings. Later 
in the season, you see 
similar communities. 
So, even though there’s 
a little bit of habitat on 
the ground from those 
cover crops, it doesn’t 
seem to matter in terms 
of the overall commu-
nity in the system when 
cotton plants become 
the primary habitat 
available.”

Reducing pesticides 
and preserving 

beneficial insects
The research could 

lead to a decrease in the 
use of agricultural pes-
ticides to control pest 
insects and to preserve 
beneficial insects.

“We have the evi-
dence that common 
predatory insects are 
eating a lot of aphids 
and, even though 
cotton does not com-
monly have problems 
with aphids, some-
times growers do have 
problems with aphids. 

One reason is the lack 
of predatory insects 
to help control aphid 
population growth,” 
Schmidt said.

Overusing pesticides 
in cotton can cause 
aphid populations to 
increase, but the major 
nuisance pests of cotton 
are thrips, stink bugs 
and whiteflies, Schmidt 
added. While research-
ers did not find that the 
predatory insects ate 
large numbers of thrips 
and stink bugs, more 
research is needed to 
learn whether the more 
robust predator com-
munities supported by 
cover cropping could 
provide whitefly con-
trol, as whiteflies were 
not observed in the test 
fields during the study.

“We are seeking to 
understand species in-
teractions in production 
and natural systems. In 
most ecological sys-
tems we see patterns 
and we have no idea 
whether the species 

interactions are driving 
that pattern or what 
species are interacting 
and what species roles 
are in these systems,” 
Schmidt said. “That’s 
our ultimate goal, 
understanding the 
functioning of diversity 
and the beneficial roles 
species play in produc-
tion systems and best 
harvest these services 
for production systems, 
like cotton.”

Schmidt is planning 
continued research 
incorporating recent de-
velopments in mixes of 
cover crops to increase 
ecological diversity 
and potentially reduce 
the use of agricultural 
pesticides.

This work was 
supported, in part, by a 
U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) Na-
tional Institute of Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA) 
multistate Hatch Proj-
ect, the Georgia Cotton 
Commission and Cot-
ton Incorporated.

Country musician Zach Berry 
and band perform as part of the 
Arts Association’s Live at Lunch 
free concert series Thursday, 
Oct. 21, in the park on the Cov-
ington Square. The twice-yearly 
series features music of almost 
all genres and encourages 
patrons to grab a lunch from a 
Square-area restaurant. The 
final concert in the October 
series is set for Thursday, Oct. 
28, at noon featuring the Chris, 
Jon & Scott group. For more 
information, visit newtoncoun-
tyarts.org.
Tom Spigolon | 
The Covington News
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By M. CHESNY YOUNG
Correspondent

COVINGTON, Ga. 
— Newton challenged 
the undefeated Mill 
Creek on a chilly home-
coming night at Homer 
Sharp Stadium, but the 
Rams’ impressive bid 
to break up the Hawks’ 
perfect season came 
up short as they pulled 
away 17-14.

In the first quarter, 
Mill Creek took ad-
vantage of good field 
position, starting at 
mid-field. Frequent 
contributions from 
quarterback Hayden 
Clark and running 
back Donovan Jour-
ney helped keep the 
chains moving. From 
the 2-yard line, Caleb 
Downs took a direct 
snap and found his way 
into the end zone to 
give the Hawks a 7-0 
lead with under five 
minutes remaining in 
the quarter.

The Rams responded 
immediately. 

Quarterback Jevarra 
Martin impressed the 
fans with his left arm, 
heaving two 30-yard 
completions to Montar-
ious Reed and Marcus 
Calwise on back-to-
back plays. Martin then 
capped off the drive 
with a running touch-
down to tie the game 
7-7.

The Rams defense 
played disciplined all 
night and contained 
Mill Creek’s running 
backs’ repeated at-
tempts to get outside of 
their perimeter.

With seven minutes 
remaining in the second 
quarter, Mill Creek’s 
place kicker drove a 39-
yard field goal through 
the uprights to give 
Mill Creek a 10-7 lead.

The Rams answered 
again by taking ad-
vantage of good field 
position. 

With more than three 
minutes left in the half, 
running back Rontravi-
ous Perry had two huge 
gains on running plays 
to set up another touch-
down run by Martin to 
give Newton a 14-10 
lead over the undefeat-
ed Hawks.

In the closing minutes 
of the second quarter, 
both defenses trad-
ed turnovers. For the 
Rams, Nolan McCamy 
intercepted a pass by 
Clark. Seconds later, 
Martin rushed a throw 

into the hands of Mill 
Creek defender Garrett 
Zalewski, who ran the 
football 62 yards for 
a Pick-6 and give the 
Hawks a 17-14 lead at 
the half.

Both offenses were 
kept out of the end zone 
for the remainder of the 
game, as Mill Creek 
escaped with a 17-14 
win. 

With the nonregion 
loss, Newton falls to 
4-3. The Rams get back 
to region play next 
week against Grayson.
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2021 FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE

Alcovy Tigers
3-4 (3-0)

 @ North Forsyth – 37-7, L
 8/27 vs. Newton 
 @ Eastside – 30-21, L
 @ Rockdale County* – 24-6, W
 @ Lowndes – 34-7, L
 @ Colquitt County – 55-18, L
 Grovetown* – 43-20, W
 @ Lakeside-Evans* – 13-3, W
 10/29 @ Heritage-Conyers*
 11/6 vs. Evans*

Eastside Eagles
5-3 (3-2)

 @ Winder-Barrow – 20-8, W
 @ Newton – 27-7, L
 Alcovy – 30-21, W
Johnson-Gainesville* – 65-0, W
 @ Apalachee* – 22-21, L
 Clarke Central* – 13-6, L
 Loganville* – 10-9, W
 @ Jackson County* – 42-7, W
 10/29 @ Walnut Grove*
 11/5 vs. Greenbrier*

Newton Rams
4-3 (1-1)

 @ Langston Hughes – 7-6, W/OT
 8/27 @ Alcovy 
 Eastside – 27-7, W
 @ McEachern – 39-21, W
 Houston County – 20-13, L
 Parkview* – 27-24, W
 @ Brookwood* – 28-6, L
 vs. Mill Creek – 17-14, L
 10/29 vs. Grayson*
 11/5 vs. South Gwinnett*

Social Circle Redskins
4-4 (1-2)

 George Walton – 40-6, W
 Providence Ch. – 21-0, W
 @ Walnut Grove  – 13-6, L
 @ Putnam County  – 42-22, L
 Oglethorpe Co. – 21-14, W
 @ Washington-Wilkes* – 40-6, L 
 Lincoln County* – 28-27, L
 @ Commerce* – 28-19, W
 10/29 vs. Towns County*
 11/5 @ Greene County*

* – denotes region game.
Schedules are  subject to change.

Taylor Beck | The Covington News
Nolan McCamy and Kiersten Foster were crowned New-
ton’s Homecoming King and Queen on Friday night.

Taylor Beck | The Covington News
Newton quarterback Jevarra Martin Jr. rolls outside the pocket to find an open reciever downfield against Mill Creek 
on Friday night inside Sharp Stadium. The Rams’ upset bid against the Hawks fell short, 17-14.



By GARRETT PITTS
Correspondent

EVANS, Ga. — De-
fense and special teams 
were the key factors of 
the game for the Tigers 
as they won a tough re-
gion game on the road 
against the Lakeside 
Panthers, 13-3.

After starting 2-0 in 
Region 3-AAAAAA, 
the Tigers would not 
have as easy of a time 
facing the Panthers as 
they did last year when 
they were victorious 
35-0.

Both defenses ran the 
game for the first two 
quarters as there was no 
offense to be found for 
either team early on. 

The Lakeside opening 
drive drained the entire 
first half of the opening 
quarter, but the Tiges 
defense would not let 
the prolonged drive tire 
them as they eventually 
forced a punt.

The Tigers did not 
fare much better on 
their opening drives as 
they started the game 
with two punts.

Alcovy eventually 
broke out with the 

help Ashton Evans, 
as the junior quarter-
back made a few key 
throws to set up senior 
running back Tristan 
Mayweather to move 
the sticks inside of the 
Panthers’ red zone.

The promising drive 
fell flat when the Tigers 
reached the 10-yard 
line of the Panthers as 
they had to be forced 

to settle with the field 
goal. Junior Braxton 
Crawford, who had two 
outstanding punts ear-
lier in the game, nailed 
the 25-yard field goal 
to put the Tigers up 
3-0 early in the second 
quarter. 

On third and goal 
with only three second 
left in the half, the Pan-
thers had the ball on the 
goal line. 

The ensuing play 
would be a puzzling 
one as the play would 
be ran but called dead 
on a penalty by Lake-
side as time expired. 
The penalty was de-
clined the Tigers to 
force overtime, but 
one referee on the far 
side of the field came 
around late however 
and called the play a 
touchdown.

The Tigers were then 
forced to accept the 
penalty to negate the 
touchdown and the 
whole Alcovy team had 
to come back out of the 
locker room for one 
final play on fourth and 

goal with no clock.
Despite the efforts of 

Dukes and the Alcovy 
fans, the score stood 
and the Tigers had to 
go into the locker room 
without the lead they 
had prior.

Mayweather opened 
the second half with a 
great drive, as the se-
nior tailback moved the 
Tigers down the field 
and into the Lakeside 
red zone.

Despite another 
quality opportunity for 
a touchdown, the Tigers 
had to settle for another 
field goal as Crawford 
knocked it down from 
20-yards out to give 
Alcovy the lead back at 
6-3.

Momentum was 
moving towards the 
Tigers, and they took 
advantage on their next 
offensive drive, as Ev-
ans found junior Alex 
Mitchell across the 
middle for the 21-yard 
touchdown with under 
a minute left in the third 
quarter.

Up to that point, 
Evans had not passed 
many times, but when 
he did, he was staying 
poised in the pocket 
and not making any bad 
throws.

The Tigers defense 
would play the final 
quarter the same way 
they did the whole 
game as they shut down 
the Lakeside run game 
from getting into scor-
ing position. 

The Alcovy offense 
would control the ball 
for majority of the final 
quarter as they ran the 
clock down and came 
away with the 13-3 vic-
tory over the Panthers.

The win moves the 
Tigers to 3-0 in the 
region. They take on 
Heritage next week.

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

HOSCHTON, Ga. 
— The Eastside Eagles 
made themselves right 
at home in their 42-7 
win at Jackson County 
on Friday night. 

Coming off the bye 
week seemed to bene-
fit Dallas Johnson the 
most. 

In the first half alone, 
Johnson carried the 
ball across the goal line 
three times. 

His first score came 
on Eastside’s second 
drive of the contest. 

After Jordan Edwards 
ripped off a long run to 
set the Eagles up first 
and goal at the 5-yard 
line, Johnson did the 
rest. 

On the very next play, 
Johnson bulldozed 
his way through, what 
seemed like, the entire 
Panthers defense to put 
six points on the score-
board. 

Johnson just never let 
up. 

With 11:23 remaining 
in the second quarter, 
Johnson maneuvered 
his way through Jack-
son County’s defense 
to score from 25 yards 
out. That gave Eastside 
a 14-0 advantage. 

In the closing minutes 
of the first half, John-
son found the end zone 
yet again. 

From 10 yards out, 

Johnson found the right 
edge, jetted toward the 
goal line and beat of 
couple of Panther de-
fenders to the end zone. 

Eastside led 21-0 at 
halftime. 

Defensively, the 
Eagles seemed to 
suffocate the Panthers’ 
offense all night long. 

Whether it was stuff-
ing a run for no gain or 
forcing an incomple-
tion, Eastside’s defense 
was well acquainted 
with Jackson County. 

The highlight-type 
play for the defense 
came in the latter part 
of the third quarter. 

After Jackson County 

converted a third down 
around midfield, the 
Eagles defense re-
sponded. 

Aeron Gresham 
stepped in front of an 
Isaiah Maxey pass for 
an interception. With no 
one back to tackle him, 
Gresham returned the 
ball all the way back for 
a Pick-6. 

Eastside led 35-0 at 
that point and never 
looked back. 

Kenai Grier account-
ed for the final Eastside 
score with a long touch-
down run. 

Jackson County 
avoided the shut out 
with a 19-yard touch-

down run by Anthony 
Finley in the fourth 
quarter. But it didn’t 
seem to matter. 

By the time the 
Panthers scored, East-
side was cruising to a 
crucial region victory. 
A few underclassmen 
received substantial 
playing time for the 
Eagles to close out the 
final minutes of the 
game. 

The Eagles improve 
to 5-3 overall with a 
3-2 region record. Next 
week, they’ll be back 
on the road at Walnut 
Grove for another 
Region 8-AAAAA 
matchup. 

Crystal Joyner |Special to The Covington News
Dallas Johnson (3) led the way in Eastside’s 42-7 win at Jackson County on Friday night. 
The senior running back scored 3 touchdowns in the first half.
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Eagles cruise to region win over Panthers
Eastside Eagles 42, Jackson County Panthers 7

Tigers take down region rival Lakeside-Evans
Alcovy Tigers 13, Lakeside-Evans Panthers 3

Social Circle Redskins 28, 
Commerce Tigers 19

Redskins upset 
Commerce for 

road region win

Garrett Pitts |The Covington News
Alcovy’s Tristan Mayweather runs through multiple Lake-
side defenders to gain a first down for the Tigers early in 
the second quarter.

File |The Covington News
Social Circle’s Amarion Russell celebrates after a 
touchdown against Lincoln County two weeks ago. The 
Redskins pulled off the upset against Commerce on 
Friday night.

By CHRIS STARRS
Athens Banner-Herald

COMMERCE, Ga. 
— Social Circle got 
an old monkey off its 
back Friday night as 
the Redskins defeated 
Commerce 28-19 in a 
key Region 8-A Public 
game at Tiger Field at 
Ray Lamb Stadium.

Friday marked the 
first time Social Circle 
(4-4, 1-2) had ever 
won in Commerce and 
it snapped a nine-game 
winning streak the 
Tigers (5-3, 2-1) held, 
dating back to 2005, 
when the Redskins 
won 31-21 at home. 
Commerce holds a 
16-3 all-time edge 
over Social Circle, 
dating back to 1986.

After Commerce got 
on the board early in 
the first quarter on a 
3-yard run by Jaiden 
Daniels, Social Cir-
cle took advantage of 
Tiger turnovers to take 
a 14-7 halftime lead. 
The Redskins’ Amari-
on Russell scored on a 
19-yard run with 7:32 
remaining in the sec-
ond quarter and three 
minutes later, Mason 
Moore picked off a Ti-
gers’ pitchout attempt 
and rambled 58 yards 
for a touchdown.

Before the end of 
the half, Commerce 
drove to the Redskins’ 
20-yard line but lost a 
fumble, preventing the 

scoring opportunity.
With just two min-

utes gone in the third 
quarter, Russell con-
nected with Moore 
on a 20-yard scoring 
strike to put Social 
Circle up 21-7. The 
two teams spent most 
of the quarter going 
back and forth before 
Commerce quarter-
back Trey Garnto 
scored on a 4-yard op-
tion keeper to pull the 
Tigers to within 21-13 
with 33 seconds left in 
the third quarter.

The Redskins an-
swered almost imme-
diately as Russell hit 
K.J. Reid on a 17-yard 
touchdown pass, 
taking a 28-13 advan-
tage with 11 minutes 
remaining.

With 7:30 left in 
the game, Commerce 
scored again on a 
2-yard run by Garnto, 
completing the scor-
ing for the evening. 
In the second half, 
Social Circle blocked 
a point-after attempt 
by Commerce’s Ivy 
Tolbert and stopped 
a 2-point conversion 
attempt on the Tigers’ 
last touchdown.

The Redskins will 
host Towns County 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday at 
Redskins Field. Com-
merce will host Wash-
ington-Wilkes at 7:30 
p.m. Friday.



By BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — 
For a guy who dislikes 
drama, Chris Taylor 
sure provided plenty 
of it.

Taylor hit three 
homers and drove in six 
runs, joining the likes 
of Reggie Jackson and 
Babe Ruth in October 
baseball lore, as the 
Los Angeles Dodgers 
broke loose at the plate 
to beat Atlanta 11-2 on 
Thursday, cutting the 
Braves’ lead to 3-2 in 
the best-of-seven NL 
Championship Series.

“It’s cool. It’s defi-
nitely a surreal feeling 
for me,” Taylor said. “I 
never thought I was go-
ing to hit three homers 
in a game, let alone a 
postseason game, and 
it just still hasn’t really 
sunk in.”

AJ Pollock had two 
home runs and four 
RBIs for the defending 
champion Dodgers, 
who have won seven 
straight postseason 
elimination games dat-
ing to last season. They 
also trailed 0-2 and 1-3 
against Atlanta in the 

NLCS last year before 
rallying to win three 
straight at a neutral site 
in Texas.

“We needed to make 
a statement,” the 
mild-mannered Taylor 
said. “They put it on us 
yesterday. We had to 
respond.”

Game 6 is Saturday 
in Atlanta, where the 
Braves get two more 
chances to clinch their 
first trip to the World 
Series since 1999.

“I guess when our 
backs are against the 
wall we play our best 
and fight, but that’s just 
not an ideal spot to be 
in,” Dodgers manager 
Dave Roberts said.

After mustering only 
four hits during a 9-2 
loss in Game 4 that 
pushed them to the 
brink of elimination, 
the desperate Dodgers 
rapped out eight hits by 
the third inning off Max 
Fried. They finished 
with 17, a club record 
for a postseason game, 
and also equaled a post-
season franchise mark 
with five home runs.

The Dodgers got to 
Fried with four con-

secutive hits in the 
second. Pollock hit a 
tying homer and Taylor 
drove the first pitch he 

saw to left field, putting 
Los Angeles in front for 
good, 3-2.

Starting in place of 

injured Justin Turner 
at third base, Taylor 
became the second 
Dodgers player with 
a three-homer game 
in the playoffs. Kiké 
Hernández also did it 
in Game 5 of the 2017 
NLCS against the Chi-
cago Cubs at Wrigley 
Field as Los Angeles 
won its first pennant in 
29 years.

Taylor had an RBI 
single in the third to 
make it 4-2. He went 
deep in the fifth, send-
ing an 0-2 pitch from 
Chris Martin to center 
field and extending the 
lead to 6-2.

Taylor homered 
again in the seventh, 
taking Dylan Lee out 
to left-center before 
taking a curtain call in 
the dugout.

The versatile veteran 
had an opportunity to 
match the major league 
mark of four home runs 
in a game, but struck 
out swinging to end the 
eighth.

Taylor also hit a 
game-winning homer in 
the bottom of the ninth 
inning against St. Louis 
in the NL wild-card 

game for the 106-win 
Dodgers.

Los Angeles got a 
clutch performance 
from its bullpen, too, 
after opener Joe Kelly 
allowed a two-run ho-
mer to Freddie Freeman 
in the first and soon 
exited after 28 pitches 
with tightness in his 
right biceps that will 
sideline him for the rest 
of the postseason.

Evan Phillips, Alex 
Vesia, Brusdar Graterol, 
Blake Treinen, Corey 
Knebel and Kenley Jan-
sen combined to allow 
just three hits the rest of 
the way.

Atlanta’s Eddie Rosa-
rio, who homered twice 
in his second four-hit 
game of the NLCS in 
Game 4, went 2 for 4 
with a strikeout.

Pitching in his home-
town, Fried gave up 
five runs and eight hits 
in 4 2/3 innings. The 
left-hander struck out 
three and walked two.

“We’re up 3-2 and 
we’re going home,” 
Freeman said. “That’s a 
great position to be in. 
We’re going to be just 
fine.”
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Lady Eagles’ season ends in Sweet Sixteen

Social Circle punches ticket to Elite Eight

Prep Softball: State Playoffs

By M. CHESNY YOUNG
Correspondent

SOCIAL CIRCLE, 
Ga. — Social Circle 
overcame its early 
errors to sweep the 
Charlton County Lady 
Maidens in the second 
round of the Class 
A-Public State Playoffs 
on Wednesday. The 
Lady Redskins defeat-
ed the Lady Maidens 
4-3 in Game 1 and won 
more convincingly in 
Game 2, 14-7. 

The Lady Redskins 
found their spark in the 
bottom of the eighth 
inning of Game 1. 

Trailing 3-2, Sa-
vannah Frashiceur 
walked up to the plate, 
as Social Circle fans 
screamed to drown out 
the Maidens’ cow-
bells, with the bases 
loaded. Two outs were 
already against the 
Lady Redskins but on 
a 2-1 count, Frachiseur 
ripped a line drive 
through the four-hole 
that brought the two 
winning runs home for 
Social Circle. 

When asked about 
her contributions as a 
freshmen, Frachiseur 
recognized the com-
radery displayed by her 
teammates.  

“Everyone on the 

team was congratu-
lating me [after the 
walk-off hit],” Frach-
iseur said. “And the 
upperclassmen said 
they were proud.”

Be that as it may, 
Frachiseur’s hit was 
almost not possible. 
That was, until Laura 
Tully tied things up an 
inning earlier. 

All three of Charlton 
County’s runs were 
unearned due to errors 
made by the Lady 
Redskins’ defense. 
This time, an error 
caused the Lady Maid-
ens to take a 2-1 lead 
heading to the bottom 
of the seventh inning 
of Game 1.

But the Social Circle 
offense kept respond-
ing. 

Tully tacked on 
a gutsy run with a 
slap-hit single over 
the shortstop’s head to 
force game 1 into extra 
innings. Tully’s RBI 
ultimately set up Fra-
chiseur’s game-win-
ning hit — a hit that 
seemed to provide a 
much needed spark for 
Social Circle’s offense.

Head coach Bryan 
Eades highlighted that 
his team was opportu-
nistic on Wednesday 
night. 

“When we had to 
make plays, we made 
them,” Eades said. 
“Savannah stepped up 
and, for a ninth grader, 
got that walk-off hit. 
We hung on in the first 
game and stepped on 
the pedal more in the 
second game.” 

Continuing in Game 
2, the Lady Redskins 
won more easily. 

Alexa Wykoff led the 
way going 3-for-4 with 
four RBIs. Morgan 
Chambers also con-
tributed to the winning 
effort by recording two 
RBIs herself. 

Collectively, the 
Lady Redskins record-
ed a .333 batting aver-
age in Game 2 which 
was a huge improve-
ment from their .258 
average in Game 1. 

Now, after sweeping 
the Sweet Sixteen, So-
cial Circle will head to 
Columbus next week 
for the Elite Eight. 

At the time of publi-
cation, no winner be-
tween Georgia Military 
College and Screven 
County had been 
determined. Follow 
The Covington News 
on all social media for 
continued coverage 
of the Lady Redskins’ 
postseason journey. 

By PHILLIP B. HUBBARD
phubbard@covnews.com

COLUMBUS, Ga. 
— In a hard fought, 
back-and-forth battle 
between Eastside and 
Northside, the Lady 
Eagles came out on the 
losing end. After split-
ting the first two games 
on Tuesday, Eastside 
lost the decisive game 
3, 5-0 on Wednesday. 

It was a sour ending 
to an impressive season 
for the Lady Eagles. 

Head coach Heather 
Wood will look back 
onto the season as one 
of the best in program 
history. 

“We had an incred-
ible run this season,” 
Wood said. “We’re one 
game shy of Columbus. 
I hated for the season 
to end the way it did. I 
think this team is one of 
the most talented teams 
I’ve ever coached. I 
will never forget this 
team because of their 
potential. We could’ve 
competed with anybody 
in the state and made a 
run in Columbus.” 

Across game 1 and 
3, the Lady Eagles just 
weren’t able to score 
enough runs to keep 
track with the Lady 
Patriots. 

However, in game 2, 
the bats came alive for 
Eastside. So much so, 
it was like a home run 
derby. 

Trailing 4-0 in the 
bottom of the fourth 
inning, Lauren Burnett 
stepped to the plate. 
On the first pitch of the 
at-bat, Burnett drilled a 
homer to left field. 

Two batters later, Jada 
Brown cleared a home 
run over the center field 
fence to score herself 
and Heather Henderson 
from first. Dezariah 
Johnson continued the 
home run showcase by 
drilling a ball to center 
field to tie things up 
4-4.

Emma Hopper joined 
the show an inning 
later. 

Now facing a 6-4 
deficit, the bases were 
loaded for the junior. 

She cashed all the chips 
in with one swing of 
the bat. 

With a 1-2 count, 
Hopper hit a no-doubt-
er grand slam to give 
Eastside its first lead of 
the series. 

As impressive as the 
home run streak was, 
it was a single to win 
game 2.

Henderson placed 
the ball in left field for 
a walk-off RBI single 
that scored Natalie Ray 
from third base. That 
brought the eleventh 
and winning run across 
the plate to win 11-10. 

Eastside’s dug out 
and fans celebrated 
knowing its season was 
still alive. 

Wood highlighted 
how her team’s offense 
had the ability to score 
a lot of runs all season 
long. 

“We’ve had games 
that went back-and-
forth,” Wood said. 
“We’re in a tough 
region. This year, we 
had three region games 
where we were down 
7-0 in the second inning 
and came back to win. 
This is a pattern for 
several of our games 
this year. We have 
enough good hitters to 

keep the game alive and 
be competitive.” 

But, in game 3, the 
offense didn’t carry 
over. 

Lila Whitmire was 
the final batter for the 
Lady Eagles. She struck 
out looking to finish the 
season. 

The Lady Eagles 
finished with a 24-5 
overall record and 
region runner-up in Re-
gion 8-AAAAA behind 
Loganville.  

Though the season 
didn’t end like she 
wanted, Wood recog-
nized that the under-
classmen can take a lot 
away from this year’s 
playoff experience. 

That experience, in 
turn, could help the 
Lady Eagles to go 
deeper in 2022. 

“I think that experi-
ence is so valuable for 
[the underclassmen],” 
Wood said. “To be in 
that environment and 
seeing these games, I 
think that’ll motivate 
our players to hit the 
ground running next 
year. It’s important 
for them to see what it 
takes to get to Colum-
bus. That’ll prepare 
them for the future in 
playoff games.” 

Phillip B. Hubbard | The Covington News
Emma Hopper hits a grand slam over center field in game 
2 against Northside on Tuesday, Oct. 19, in the second 
round of the GHSA Class 5A playoffs. 

M. Chesny Young | The Covington News
Savannah Frachiseur (10) hits a walk-off single to right field to win Game 1 of the 
Sweet Sixteen versus Charlton County on Wednesday, Oct. 20.

MLB: Road to the World Series

Braves look to clinch pennant at Truist Park after Taylor leads Dodgers to 11-2 Game 5 win

Ashley Landis | Associated Press
Atlanta Braves pitcher Max Fried walks to the dugout 
after being relieved in the fifth inning against the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in Game 5 of baseball’s National League 
Championship Series Thursday, Oct. 21, in Los Angeles.



By RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

There is no defensive 
revolution in college 
football this season.

Just at Georgia.
The dominant de-

fense of the top-ranked 
Bulldogs has been one 
of the biggest storylines 
in the first half of a 
season that has been 
highlighted by upsets 
and unpredictability. 
Simply, 2021 has been 
all sorts of fun after 
the pandemic-altered 
season in 2020.

Through seven 
weeks, 47 ranked teams 
have lost and more 
than half of them have 
lost to unranked teams. 
Those 25 victories by 
unranked teams puts 
this season on pace to 
become the fourth since 
the poll expanded to 25 
teams in 1989 to have 
at least 50 victories by 
unranked teams over 
ranked teams, accord-
ing to research by The 
Athletic.

Every team that made 
the previous College 
Football Playoff (Ala-
bama, Ohio State, No-
tre Dame and Clemson) 
had lost by the end of 
Week 6, the earliest 
that’s happened in the 
CFP era. Clemson lost 
twice in September and 
fell out of the rankings 
for the first time in 
seven years.

Georgia, meanwhile, 
is rolling along behind 
that defense.

Georgia is allowing 
3.55 yard per play, 
which would be the 
fewest for a full season 
since Alabama in 2011 
(3.32). Georgia coach 
Kirby Smart was the 
defensive coordinator 
for the Crimson Tide 
back then. The Bull-
dogs are allowing 6.6 
points per game, which 
would be the lowest 
since Oklahoma in 
1986 (6.6).

This doesn’t appear 
to be trend outside of 
Athens.

Nationally, FBS 
teams are averaging 
28.9 points per game, 
right in line with the 
last decade. Offenses 
are averaging 5.81 
yards per play. That’s 
up a bit from last sea-
son (5.78) but a tick be-
low 2019 (5.83, which 
was just shy of a record 
set in 2016).

The secret to Geor-
gia’s success?

“I love the way they 

compete game in and 
game out,” Smart 
said of his defense 
on ESPN’s “College 
GameDay” last Satur-
day. “They love to play 
the game. They love 
each other.”

Defensive tackle 
Jordan Davis, a 6-foot-
6, 340-pound wrecking 
ball, and linebacker 
Nakobe Dean are the 
most notable stars. Both 
were voted to the AP 
midseason All-America 
team.

Time to hand out 
some more midseason 
awards and take a peak 
at what might lie ahead.

MOST SURPRISING
Both Big Ten Mich-

igan teams won only 
two games during 
an abbreviated 2020 
season. At Michigan, 
coach Jim Harbaugh 
put himself on the hot 
seat by taking a pay 
cut. At Michigan State, 
second-year coach Mel 
Tucker looked to have a 
lengthy rebuild ahead.

The No. 6 Wolverines 
and No. 9 Spartans 
enter the second half of 
the season a combined 
13-0.

Thing are about to get 
real in the Big Ten East. 
Michigan, Michigan 
State, No. 6 Ohio State 
and No. 7 Penn State 
will start a round-robin 
on Oct. 30. Disap-
pointing endings could 
be ahead for all, but 
the winner of Mich-
igan-Michigan State 

looks well positioned 
to finish no worse than 
9-3.

Honorable mentions: 
Baylor, Kentucky, Pitt, 
UTSA, Wake Forest.

MOST 
DISAPPOINTING
Listen, it’s not Mack 

Brown’s fault North 
Carolina was a presea-
son top-10 team.

“My expectation is 
to win every game, so 
three times we’ve met 
it and three times we 
haven’t,” Brown said 
the Tar Heels’ lost to 
Florida State earlier this 
month. “The national 
media expectation, the 
expectation for us to 
be a top 10 team, were 
wrong. So I guess we 
should all be critical of 
the media for picking 
us that high.”

Brown has a point. 
Hyping a team that 
went 8-4 last season 
and had to replace two 
NFL running backs 
was a stretch. But 
North Carolina (4-3) 
has already lost three 
games to mediocre At-
lantic Coast Conference 
teams, which makes the 
Tar Heels a mediocre 
ACC team. Even the 
most cautious UNC 
fans did not see that 
coming.

Dis-honorable men-
tions: Clemson, Flori-
da, Texas, Wisconsin, 
Washington.

COACH OF THE 
FIRST HALF

Luke Fickell, Cincin-
nati

Expectations were 
sky high and one slip 
up is all that it would 
have taken for the Bear-
cats’ hopes of a dream 
season to vanish.

Fickell has done a 
nice job of getting his 
team to embrace the big 
goals while focusing on 
the small ones. The de-
fense has not missed a 
step after losing coordi-
nator Marcus Freeman 
to Notre Dame. Getting 
quarterback coach Gino 
Guidugli more involved 
in the play calling 
seems to have given the 
offense a boost.

Fickell’s stock contin-
ues to rise.

Honorable mentions: 
Mike Gundy, Oklaho-
ma State; Kirby Smart, 
Georgia; Mel Tucker, 
Michigan State.

HALFWAY 
HEISMAN

The race appears to 
be wide open and, as 
usual, big games down 
the stretch of the season 
are likely to swing the 
voting one way or the 
other.

That creates an ad-
vantage for teams in the 
mix for the playoff and 
their quarterbacks. That 
potentially sets up well 
for Ohio State’s C.J. 
Stroud and Alabama’s 
Bryce Young.

At the midway point 
here’s an unconvention-
al Heisman five:

Jordan Davis, DT, 

Georgia. Best player on 
the best unit of the best 
team.

Drake London, WR, 
USC. A reason to watch 
the Trojans.

Kenny Pickett, QB, 
Pittsburgh. In the sea-
son of the super senior, 
he has been the best.

Tyler Linderbaum, C, 
Iowa. The best offen-
sive lineman in the 
country.

Bijan Robinson, RB, 
Texas. The best running 
back in the country.

BIGGEST UPSET
Texas A&M 41, Ala-

bama 38
The Aggies are good 

and were playing at 
home, but they scored 
almost as many points 
against the Crimson 
Tide as they had in their 
three previous games 
against Power Five 
competition combined.

They also snapped 
Alabama’s 100-game 
winning streak against 
unranked opponents 
and a 106-game win-
ning streak by No. 1 
teams against unranked 
teams that dated to 
2008.

Plus, A&M coach 
Jimbo Fisher became 
the first former Nick 
Saban assistant to beat 
the master in 25 tries.

Honorable mentions: 
Purdue over No. 2 
Iowa; Stanford over 
No. 3 Oregon; ULM 
over 33-point favorite 
Liberty; N.C. State over 
Clemson.
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vs. Arkansas
FINAL: 37-0

vs. UAB
FINAL: 56-7

vs. Clemson
FINAL: 10-3

vs. Kentucky
FINAL: 30-13

Nov. 13
@ Tennessee

Nov. 6
 vs. Missouri

@ Vanderbilt
FINAL: 62-0

@ Auburn
FINAL: 34-10

Oct. 30
vs. Florida (Jacksonville)

Nov. 20
vs. Charleston S.

Nov. 27
@ Georgia Tech

Dec. 4
SEC Championship

Dawgs rock solid WW

WW

vs. South Carolina
FINAL: 40-13

No. 1 Georgia stands strong at midseason amid slew of upsets
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Butch Dill | Associated Press
Kentucky quarterback Will Levis (7) is sacked by Georgia defensive lineman Jalen Carter (88) and linebacker Quay 
Walker (7) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Oct. 16, 2021 in Athens, Ga.



$1,000,000.00 per occurrence; 
B)  COMMERCIAL Automobile 
Liability, including blanket contractual, 
covering bodily injuries with limits 
of no less than $1,000,000.00 
per occurrence, and property 
damage with limits of no less than 
$1,000,000.00 per accident;
C)  STATUTORY Worker’s 
Compensation Insurance, including 
$1,000,000.00 employer’s liability 
insurance; 
ALL INSURANCE shall be provided 
by an insurer(s) acceptable to the 
County, and shall provide for thirty 
(30) days prior notice of cancellation 
to the County.  Upon request, 
Contractor shall deliver to the County 
a certificate or policy of insurance 
evidencing Contractors compliance 
with this paragraph.  Contractor shall 
abide by all terms and conditions of 
the insurance and shall do nothing to 
impair or invalidate the coverage.
NOTE: PRIME firms and any sub 
consultants must have a business 
license and be fully insured as 
described herein.
EACH PROPOSAL will be 
considered by the Newton County 
Board of Commissioners, taking into 
consideration specific evaluation 
factors, as set forth in the Request 
for Proposal.   The County reserves 
the right to reject any or all Proposals, 
including without limitation, the right 
to reject any Proposal that the County 
believes would not be in the best 
interest of the Project.
DIGITAL COPIES of the PROPOSAL 
DOCUMENTS may be obtained at 
the Purchasing office at no charge 
by visiting www.co.newton.ga.us or 
contacting Randi Fincher at 678-625-
1237 or rfincher@co.newton.ga.us.  
Hard copies of the PROPOSAL 
DOCUMENTS may be obtained upon 
a non-refundable payment of $25.00 
for each set.  The County is not 
obligated to consider the contractor’s 
proposal if they are not on record with 
the issuing office as having received 
complete Proposal Documents.

OCTOBER 20, 2021
LLOYD KERR, County Manager
NEWTON COUNTY Board of 
Commissioners

PUBLIC NOTICE #300039
10/24-11/7

ADVERTISEMENT FOR REQUEST 
OF PROPOSAL 
DESIGN-INSTALL PLAYGROUND 
for City Pond Park RFP 
#22-12Newton County Board of 
Commissioners will be receiving 
separate sealed proposals for 
Design-Install Playground for City 
Pond Park electronically until 9:00 
AM, local time, Tuesday, November 
9, 2021. ALL PROPOSALS MUST BE 
SUMITTED THROUGH BONFIRE’S 
ELECTRONIC SUMBISSION 
PORTAL. 
THERE WILL be a MANDATORY 
on-site meeting on October 25, 
2021 at 10:00 AM at City Pond Park, 
13501 City Pond Road, Covington, 
GA 30014
NOTE:  CONTRACTOR and 
all subcontractors must obtain 
a business license and be fully 
insured.  The successful Proposer 
shall secure and pay for all permits, 
assessments, charges or fees 
required in connection with the 
proposed construction. 
INSURANCE:  
CONSULTANT SHALL maintain the 
following insurance:
A)COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL 
Liability, including blanket 
contractual, covering bodily 
injuries with limits of no less than 
$1,000,000.00 per occurrence, 
and property damage with limits 
of no less than $1,000,000.00 per 
occurrence; 
B)COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILE 
Liability, including blanket 
contractual, covering bodily 
injuries with limits of no less than 
$1,000,000.00 per occurrence, 
and property damage with limits 
of no less than $1,000,000.00 per 
accident;
C)STATUTORY WORKER’S 
Compensation Insurance, including 
$1,000,000.00 employer’s liability 
insurance; 
ALL INSURANCE shall be provided 
by an insurer(s) acceptable to the 
County, and shall provide for thirty 
(30) days prior notice of cancellation 
to the County.  Upon request, 
Contractor shall deliver to the County 
a certificate or policy of insurance 
evidencing Contractors compliance 
with this paragraph.  Contractor shall 
abide by all terms and conditions of 
the insurance and shall do nothing to 
impair or invalidate the coverage.
EACH PROPOSAL will be 
considered by the Newton County 
Board of Commissioners, taking into 
consideration specific evaluation 
factors, as set forth in the Request 
for Proposal.   The Authority 
reserves the right to reject any or 
all Proposals, including without 
limitation, the right to reject any 
Proposal that the Authority believes 
would not be in the best interest of 
the Project.
DIGITAL COPIES of the PROPOSAL 
DOCUMENTS may be obtained at 
the Purchasing office at no charge 
by visiting www.co.newton.ga.us or 
contacting Randi Fincher at 678-625-
1237 or rfincher@co.newton.ga.us.  
Hard copies of the PROPOSAL 
DOCUMENTS may be obtained 
upon a non-refundable payment of 
$25.00 for each set.  The Authority 
is not obligated to consider the 
contractor’s proposal if they are not 
on record with the issuing office as 
having received complete Proposal 
Documents.
OCTOBER 18, 2021

LLOYD KERR, County Manager
NEWTON COUNTY Board of 
Commissioners

PUBLIC NOTICE #300027
10/24

THE CITY of Covington is accepting 
bids from approved manufactures, 
for the purchase of single phase 
pad-mounted & pole mounted 
transformers as specified in Exhibit 
“A” and Exhibit “B” attached in the bid 
packet. Sealed bids must be received 
by the Purchasing department, Attn: 
Scott Cromer in City Hall by 10:00 
AM Thursday, November 4, 2021 at 
10:00 am at which time the bids will 

We don’t  knowingly accept 
advertisements that discriminate, 
or intend to discriminate, on any 
illegal basis. Nor do we knowingly 
accept employment advertise-
ments that are not  bona-fide job 
offers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the fair 
housing act and we do not accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits discrimi-
nation based on color, religion, 
sex, national  origin, handicap or 
familial status.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
FOR THE WEEK 10/24/21

MOVERS

LONG DISTANCE MOVING.  
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take 
the stress out of moving! Call 
now to speak to one of our 
Quality Relocation Specialist: 
877-563-0447.

EDUCATION /Career Training

Medical Billing and Coding 
Training. New Students Only.  
Call and Press 1. 100% 
Online courses. Financial 
Aid Available for those who 
qualify. Call 833-628-2698.

HELP WANTED

HEALTHCARE

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing 
aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 
45-day money back guarantee! 
866-395-1310

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELIMINATE ROACHES 
GUARANTEED! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Odorless, Long 
Lasting, Available: Publix, 
Hardware Stores, Home 
Centers.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
Easy, One Day updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free 
in-home consultation: 866-286-
5461.

Call Empire Today to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-866-971-9196.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-735-
0477.

MISCELLANEOUS 

Need help with Family Law? 
Can’t afford a $5000 Retainer? 
Low Cost Legal Services – 
Pay as you go – As low as 
$750-$1500 – Get Legal help 
Now! 1-855-900-7274. Mon-Fri 
7am to 4pm PCT

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are 
you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Is the bank 
threatening foreclosure? CALL 
Homeowner’s Relief Line! 
FREE CONSULTATION! 855-
596-0109

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today!  
877-627-2704   [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]  

Need IRS Relief $10K - 
$125K+ Great Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness Call 1-855-558-
2664. Monday – Friday 7AM 
- 5PM PST.

SERIOUSLY INJURED in 
an AUTO ACCIDENT?  Let 
us fight for you! Our network 
has recovered millions for 
clients! Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 855-399-5797

INVENTORS – FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to 
manufacturers. Call 1-844-
656-1522 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.

Cash for Cars! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled—
It doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 833-
882-3437.

Donate your car to charity. 
Receive the maximum value 
of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All Conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details 866-994-1146.

TV/INTERNET 

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 
FOR 190 channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-866-369-1468.

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 1/21/22. 1-877-
740-8994

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch to DIRECTV & Save + 
get a $100 visa gift card! Get 
more channels for less money. 
Restrictions apply. Call now 
844-973-0639.

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low as $49.95/month.(for 
the first 3 months) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-844-510-9951.

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/
mo with 190 channels and 3 
months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day 
installation!
Call 855-808-6843.

DIRECTV – Every live football 
game, every Sunday – 
anywhere – on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS- 1-888-505-3785

AT& T INTERNET. Starting at 
$40/month w/12 –mo. Includes 
1 TB of data per month. Get 
more for your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Ask us how 
to bundle and save! Geo & 
svc restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-888-581-6815

, 

Announcements

For Your Information
YOU ARE invited to our Fall Festival
 SATURDAY, OCT. 23rd 5-9pm

HAY RIDES, Laser Tag, Food Trucks, 
Bonfire, Face Painting and more!

FUN FOR the whole family!

COVINGTON CHRISTIAN Church
141 HWY 142, Covington, GA 
770-786-1021
WWW.COVINGTONCHRISTIAN.
ORG

Items for Sale

Auctions
PIEDMONT ACADEMY 
GRANDPARENTS’ CLUB
GRAND BAZAAR AND FLEA 
MARKET
126 GA Hwy 212 W Monticello, GA 
31064
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28
10 AM til 5 pm
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29
8 AM til 6 pm
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
8 AM til 2 pm
COLLECTIBLES, ANTIQUES, 
Christmas items, Toys
BOOKS, FURNITURE, Homemade 
baked goods,
JELLY, RELISHES, canned 
vegetables AND MORE
SILENT/ONLINE AUCTION
TIRES, GAS cards, wheelbarrow, 
rocking chair,
PERSONALIZED CUTTING board, 
gift cards, etc.
50/50 CASH DRAWING - 
TICKETS $10 each
WINNER AND PAGPC split the 
Jackpot
LAST YEAR’S winner received more 
than $23,000.00
EVERYONE WELCOME

Cemetery Lots
6 TO 8 graves for sale in Southview 
Cemetery, City of Covington, Ga. 
$1100.00 per grave. They are in 
the same plot, Lot No. 501 please 
call 678-283-1217 leave message

Wanted to Buy
FOR SALE 

1988 GMC SIERRA TRUCK ASKING 
PRICE $1,000 PLEASE CALL ED 
770-990-3601 OR 770-356-8855

Jobs

Help Wanted
3 FULL-TIME Commercial cleaning 
positions available.  Competitive pay.  
Must be able to pass a background 

check.
&

EXPERIENCED RESIDENTIAL 
cleaners needed.  Pays up to $18.00 

an hour.  Must be able to pass a 
background check.  Must have 

verifiable references.
CONTACT 678-732-4696

EXPERIENCE CONSTRUCTION 
Workers for Residential Remodeling 
Needed. Must have transportation. 
Contact Ryan Myers at 678-464-8667

Real Estate

Room For Rent
LOCAL BUSINESS Owner has

ROOM FOR RENT
4 MILES from town off 

BROWN BRIDGE Road 
MUST BE responsible TRAVELING 

OPPORTUNITIES 
SERIOUS APPLICANTS ONLY
MAIL PERSONAL photo and 

personal references to:
THE UPS Store 6787
3142 HWY 278 NW

P.O. BOX 225
COVINGTON, GA 30014

CLASSIFIEDS & LEGALS
Saturday-Sunday, October 23-24, 2021 C1

Classifieds

legals

 See LEGALS, C2

Public Notices

Abandoned Vehicles
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 

PETITION ADVERTISEMENT 

YOU ARE hereby notified, in 
accordance with O.C.G.A. Section 
40-11-19.1, that petitions were filed 
in the Magistrate Court of Newton 
County to foreclose liens against the 
vehicles listed below for all amounts 
owed. If a lien is foreclosed, the Court 
shall order the sale of the vehicle to 
satisfy the debt. The present location 
of the vehicles is: 4199 Old Atlanta 
Hwy Covington, Ga 30014
ANYONE WITH an ownership interest 
in a vehicle listed herein may file an 
answer to the petition on or before: 
11/3/2021
ANSWER FORMS may be found 
in the State Court Clerk’s office 
located at: 1132 Usher St NW # 149, 
Covington, GA 30014
VEHICLE MAKE: Dodge Year: 
1998 Model: Dakota Vehicle ID 
#:  1B7FL26Y0WS504944 Vehicle 
License #: PHX4266 State:  GA Court 
Case No.: 21-3436AV
VEHICLE MAKE: Nissan Year: 
2005 Model: Altima Vehicle ID 
#:1N4AL11D25N459503 Vehicle 
License #: RQX9042 State: Ga Court 
Case No.: 21-3441 AV

PUBLIC NOTICE #300056
10/24,31

HILLTOP TOWING INC 
ABANDONED MOTOR VECHICLE 

NOTICE
8630 NOLLEY DR COVINGTON,GA 

30014
NO RECORD FOUND

1 .2014 NISSAN PATHFINDER-VIN. 
SN1AR2MM7EC697042

2.   2016 NISSAN VERSA-VIN. 
3N1CN7APXGL914811

3.   2013 CHRYSLER 200-VIN. 

We have an immediate opening for a 
part-time independent contractor to 

deliver our product, two days per week, 
Tuesday Evening and Saturday Morning.

Must have reliable transportation,  
a valid driver’s license/insurance and  

be 18 years or older.

For more information, contact our  
Circulation Department at  
770-728-1418 or come by

The Covington News located at
1166 Usher Street, Covington, GA 30014

Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm

1C3CCBAB4DN640905

4.  HONDA DIRT BIKE-VIN. 
JH2HE030X3K200237

5.   2006 YAMAHA-VIN. 
JYARN15EX6A004350

6.   2013 KIA FORTE-VIN. 
KNAFU4A29DS717105

7.   2021YAMAHA 450F-VIN. 
JYACJ26C9LA005568

8.   2016 SCOOTER MOPED-VIN.
LYDM71KH8G1500416

PUBLIC NOTICE #300007
10/17,24

SELLARS WRECKER SERVICE
NOTICE OF ABANDONED 

VEHICLES:

2014 NISSAN VERSA 
3N1CN7AP9EK438389
2005 HYUNDIA SONATA 
KMHWF35H95A203863
2003 FORD EXPLORER 
1FMZU67EX3UC71169
1996 FORD RANGER 
1FTCR10A3TUB94649
2008 DODGE AVENGER 
1B3LC56K98N292127
2005 BMW X5 5UXFB53535LV13689
2011 CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
2CNFLCEC5B6360649 
2001 FORD F150 
2FTRX17W01CA42441
2016 KIA FORTE 
KNAFK4A64G5570687
2000 GMC SIERRA 
2GTEC19T0Y1382157
2008 PONTIAC G6 
1G2ZG57B384218871
1998 FORD Ranger 
1FTYR10U5WUB42315
2012 DODGE Caravan 
2C4RDGBG4CR343094

PUBLIC NOTICE #300033
10/24,31

Alcoholic Beverage
NOTICE – APPLICATION

ALCOHOL LICENSE 

NOTICE IS hereby given that an 
application has been made to the 
Mayor and Council of the City of 
Covington to obtain a license to sell 
alcoholic beverages for off-premises 
consumption only for: 
DEEPA ENTERPRISE Inc
DBA HESTER Package Store
5148 WASHINGTON Street
APPLICANT:   PURVIBEN Patel
THE APPLICATION will be heard on 
November 1, 2021 at 6:30 PM at City 
of Covington Council Room, 2116 
Stallings Street, NW, Covington, GA.  
This notice is published pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 5.12.080(C), 
Covington Municipal Code.

ATTEST:
JENNIFER HISE, PERMITTING AND 
LICENSE SPECIALIST
CITY OF Covington, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #300025
10/24

NOTICE – APPLICATION
ALCOHOL LICENSE 

NOTICE IS hereby given that an 
application has been made to the 
Mayor and Council of the City of 
Covington to obtain a license to sell 
alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption only for: 
CITY CONCEPT Group LTD CO
DBA CITY Pharmacy
1105 CHURCH Street
APPLICANT’S NAME:   Edward T. 
Stone
THE APPLICATION will be heard on 
November 1, 2021 at 6:30 PM at City 
of Covington Council Room, 2116 
Stallings Street, NW, Covington, GA. 
This notice is published pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 5.12.080(C), 
Covington Municipal Code.

ATTEST:
JENNIFER HISE, PERMITTING AND 
LICENSE SPECIALIST
CITY OF Covington, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #300027
10/24

NOTICE – APPLICATION
ALCOHOL LICENSE 

NOTICE IS hereby given that an 
application has been made to the 
Mayor and Council of the City of 
Covington to obtain a license to sell 
alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption only for: 
OSAKE COVINGTON LLC
DBA OSAKE
2123 USHER Street, NW
APPLICANT’S NAME:   Stephanie 
W. Johnson 
THE APPLICATION will be heard on 
November 1, 2021 6:30 PM at City 
of Covington Council Room, 2116 
Stallings Street, NW, Covington, GA. 
This notice is published pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 5.12.080(C), 
Covington Municipal Code.

ATTEST:
JENNIFER HISE, PERMITTING AND 
LICENSE SPECIALIST
CITY OF Covington, Georgia

PUBLIC NOTICE #300028
10/24

Bids
ADVERTISEMENT FOR REQUEST 

FOR PROPOSAL 
CONSULTING SERVICES for 
Oversight and Compliance in 
Connection with the American 

Rescue Plan Act of 2021
RFP #22-13

NEWTON COUNTY Board of 
Commissioners will be receiving 
separate sealed proposals for 
Consulting Services for Oversight 
and Compliance in Connection 
with the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 until 9:00 AM, local 
time, Thursday, November 18, 
2021. ALL PROPOSALS MUST BE 
SUMITTED THROUGH BONFIRE’S 
ELECTRONIC SUMBISSION 
PORTAL. 
INSURANCE:  
CONSULTANT SHALL maintain the 
following insurance:
A)  COMPREHENSIVE General 
Liability, including blanket contractual, 
covering bodily injuries with limits 
of no less than $1,000,000.00 
per occurrence, and property 
damage with limits of no less than 



VOLLEYBALL CLUB INC. have 
been delivered to the Secretary of 
State for filing in accordance with the 
Georgia Business Corporation Code.  
The initial registered office of the 
corporation is located at 55 HUGH 
DRIVE, COVINGTON GEORGIA 
30016 and its initial registered agent 
at such address is JACQUETTA 
MCCOY

PUBLIC NOTICE #200979
10/17,24

Debtors Creditors
NOTICE OF DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS

ALL CREDITORS of the estate of 
John Franklin Earl, Jr. deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia are 
hereby notified to submit their claims 
to the undersigned, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

DATE SEPTEMBER 29, 2021

BY: MICHAEL Harris Earl, 
ADMINISTRATOR 

C/O MICHAEL Harris Earl
193 MELL Street
ATHENS, GEORGIA 30605

PUBLIC NOTICE #200950
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE OF DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY 
OF NEWTON, All creditors of the 
estate of JACOB A. SILLS, Estate 
number 2021-P-363, deceased, late 
of Newton County Georgia are hereby 
notified to render their demands by 
filing same with the Probate Court 
of Newton County, 1132 Usher 
Street, Covington, Georgia 30014, 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said Estate are required 
to make immediate payment to the 
undersigned

THIS THE 24th day of September, 
2021

AMY M. Fletcher
117 BROOKWOOD Ave
JACKSON, GA 30233

PUBLIC NOTICE #200934
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS 
AND CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA,
COUNTY OF NEWTON.

ALL CREDITORS of the Estate 
of CHELSY MARISE GILES, 
Deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia, Estate number 2021-P-521, 
are hereby notified to render their 
demands by filing same with the 
Probate Court of Newton County, 1132 
Usher Street, Room 148, Covington, 
Georgia  30014, according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said Estate 
are required to make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
THIS 19TH day of October, 2021. 

J. MARK BRITTAIN
ATTORNEY AT Law
STATE BAR #083260
245 COUNTRY Club Drive, Suite 
200H
STOCKBRIDGE, GEORGIA  30281
TELEPHONE:  (770) 389-3356

PUBLIC NOTICE #300036
10/24,31-11/7,14

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

ALL CREDITORS of the Estate 
of THOMAS ROBINSON COKER 
late of Newton County Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to 
render in their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment. 

THIS THE 27th day of SEPTEMBER, 

C2 | Saturday-Sunday, October 23-24, 2021

BE OPENED.
REQUEST FOR Bids and additional 
information may be obtained at City 
Hall or by accessing the request for 
proposals/bids on the City’s website 
at https://www.cityofcovington.
org/index.php?section=business-
opportunities

THE CITY of Covington reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200993
10/17,24

Citations
NOTICE

RE:  PETITION of  
Sandra Wheelis Ames  , to Petition 
for Leave to Sell Property, Estate 
of William Edgar Wheelis, UPON 
WHICH AN ORDER FOR SERVICE 
WAS GRANTED BY TillS COURT 
ON September 02, 2021

TO: WILLIAM Russell “Rusty” 
Wheelis
THIS IS to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the Petition of 
Sandra Wheelis Ames for a Petition 
for Leave to Sell Property, Estate of 
William Edgar Wheelis.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER:   All 
objections to the petition must  be in  
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.   All pleadings/
objections must be signed before 
a notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.    Contact 
probate court personnel at the 
following address/telephone number 
for the required amount of filing 
fees.  All objections must be filed by 
November 1, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL PROBATE 
JUDGE
BY:  MARCIA Wvnne
CLERK OF PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET COVINGTON, 
GA 30014
770 784 2045

PUBLIC NOTICE #200883
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

CHARLES ALLEN CARTER 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
LEONA B. CARTER deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objection 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before NOVEMBER 1, 
2021, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200914
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

CONNIE USHER  has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of ELMER USHER deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. 
All objection must be in writing, and 
filed with this Court on or before 
NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200916
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

JACQUELYN NEAL-BERRY 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
WILLIAM RICHARDSON BERRY, 
JR deceased. (The applicant has 
also applied for waiver of bond and/
or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200873
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

JASMINE LAKITA USHER 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
RHONDA HULL ARNOLD 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200876
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

JASON IAN BINNS has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of VICKIE LYNN BINNS  
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200874
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

JO LOUANNE NORWOOD 
STARGEL has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of JOE LANIER NORWOOD 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200917
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

JOHN DAVID WILLS has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of GLENDA JUNE HOLLAND 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200899
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

KUINTA PARKER has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of ESSIE MAE SAXTON 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200919
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

LAKISA GAITHER has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 
the Estate of ANDREW GAITHER 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200878
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

MARY DENISE PEARSON 
has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
THELMA PEARSON deceased. 
(The applicant has also applied for 
waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-
232). All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
application should not be granted. 
All objection must be in writing, and 
filed with this Court on or before 
NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, at ten 
o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200915
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

MORRIS SHEPHERD has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of 

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Pouch
 4. Cooling device
 7. Corporate exec (abbr.)
10. Antidiuretic hormone
11. South American plant
12. Adult female bird
13. Type of snake
15. Soak in water
16. Emerge
19. Church tower
21. Having solidified from lava
23. Eye parts
24. Natural
25. Swiss river
26. Require to live
27. Obstruct
30. Immobile
34. Expression of satisfaction
35. Moved quickly
36. Popular cocktail
41. Dish detergent brand
45. Waxed finish
46. Kyrgyzstan mountain range
47. A place to get clean
50. Able to be rescued
54. Large, open grassland
55. Expressions for humorous 
effect
56. Hindu goddess
57. Beverage container
59. Long narrow hilltop
60. Sir (abbr.)
61. Data executive
62. Doctor of Education
63. Car mechanics group
64. Autonomic nervous system
65. “The Partridge Family” 
actress

CLUES DOWN
 1. Cavalry-sword
 2. Gland above the kidneys
 3. Hat
 4. Predict
 5. A team’s best pitcher
 6. Countries
 7. Substitutions
 8. Peruses again
 9. Popular food
13. Reciprocal of a sine
14. Of or relating to the ears
17. __ juris: Independent
18. Keyboard key

20. Fat from a pig
22. AC manufacturer
27. Organization of N. and S. 
American countries
28. 22nd star of a constellation
29. Scoundrel
31. A way to save money
32. Boy or young man
33. Midway between northeast 
and east
37. Egg-laying mammal
38. Salt of citric acid
39. Barbary sheep
40. Actress __ de Mornay
41. Gambling hotspots
42. Wing-shaped
43. Basked in
44. Poison

47. Beats per minute
48. Macaws
49. Military vehicles
51. Elderly woman
52. Body part
53. Midway between 
east and southeast
58. Forearm nerve 
(abbr.)
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LEGALS:
Continued from C1

the Estate of FRANCES LOUISE 
SHEPHERD deceased. (The 
applicant has also applied for waiver 
of bond and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said application 
should not be granted. All objection 
must be in writing, and filed with this 
Court on or before NOVEMBER 1, 
2021, next, at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200877
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

REGINA CONEY AND LAKEYSHIA 
CONEY  has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the Estate 
of ROSEMARY LOUISE SPRAUVE 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200831
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

REPONZEL HARRIS has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator of the 
Estate of CHRISTINE ELLERBEE 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200875
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

ROBERT EVERETT GOURLAY 
JR  has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the Estate of 
ANDREW LEE AUTRY, JR 
deceased. (The applicant has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A 53-12-232). All interested 
parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said application should 
not be granted. All objection must be 
in writing, and filed with this Court on 
or before NOVEMBER 1, 2021, next, 
at ten o’clock a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL, JUDGE
MARCIA WYNNE, CLERK 
PROBATE COURT NEWTON 
COUNTY, GEORGIA

NEWTON COUNTY PROBATE 
COURT
1132 USHER STREET-148
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200918
10/3,10,17,24

CITATION

THE PETITION of KATHRYN 
WILSON SPENCER widow of 
ROBERT ANDREW BROOKS 
deceased, for Twelve Month’s 
Support for having been duly filed, all 
interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections 
must be in writing and filed with this 
Court on or before November 1, 
2021 at ten o’clock a.m,

MELANIE M. Bell, Judge
BY: MARCIA Wynne, Clerk
PROBATE COURT
NEWTON COUNTY, Georgia

NEWTON COUNTY Probate Court
1132 USHER Street -Rm 148
COVINGTON GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200900
10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE

RE:   PETITION of  
Uroos Bibi Aryafar  , for Letters of 
Administration, Estate of Behnam R. 
Aryafar, UPON WHICH AN ORDER 
FOR SERVICE WAS GRANTED  
BY THIS COURT ON September 
22.2021

TO: PARICHER Aryafar and 
Behnam Aryafar, Jr.
THIS IS to notify you to file objection, 
ifthere is any, to the Petition 
ofUroos Bibi Aryafar for Letters of 
Administra\\b  Estate of Behnam R. 
Aryafar.
BE NOTIFIED  FURTHER:    All 
objections to the petition must be in  
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.   All pleadings/
objections must be signed before a 
notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and ftling fees must 
be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.    Contact 
probate court personnel at the 
following address/telephone number 
for the required amount of filing 
fees. All objections must be filed by 
November 1, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL PROBATE  
JUDGE
BY:  MARCIA Wynne
CLERK OF PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET COVINGTON, 
GA 30014
770 784 2045

PUBLIC NOTICE #200920
10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE

RE:  PETITION of  
Nancv Elaine Johnson  , to Probate 
Will in Solemn Form, Estate of 
Horace Eugene Johnson, UPON 
WHICH AN ORDER FOR SERVICE  
WAS GRANTED BY THIS COURT 
ON September 03. 2021  
TO:  WILLIAM Eugene Johnson
THIS IS to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the Petition of Nancy 
Elaine Johnson to Probate Will in 
Solemn Form, Estate of Horace 
Eugene Johnson.
BE NOTIFIED  FURTHER:    All 
objections to the petition must  be in  
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.   All pleadings/
objections must be signed before a 
notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.   Contact 
probate court personnel at the 
following address/telephone number 
for the required amount of filing 
fees. All objections must be filed by 
November 1, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL PROBATE 
JUDGE
BY:  MARCIA Wynne
CLERK OF PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET COVINGTON, 
GA 30014
770 784 2045

PUBLIC NOTICE #200882
10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE

RE:   PETITION of  
Joyce Ann Lewis , for Letters of 
Administration, Estate of Anthony E. 
Francis, UPON WHICH AN ORDER 
FOR SERVICE WAS GRANTED BY 
THIS COURT ON
SEPTEMBER 14. 2021

TO: SANDRA Francis
THIS IS to notify you to file objection, 
if there is any, to the Petition of 
Joyce Ann Lewis for Letters of 
Administration, Estate of Anthony E. 
Francis.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER:   All 
objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.   All pleadings/
objections must be signed before a 
notary public or before a probate 
court clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your pleadings/
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.    Contact 
probate court personnel at the 
following address/telephone number 
for the required amount of filing 
fees. All objections must be filed by 
November 1, at 10:00 a.m.

MELANIE M. BELL PROBATE 
JUDGE
BY:  MARCIA W ynne
CLERK OF PROBATE COURT
1132 USHER STREET COVINGTON, 
GA 30014
770 784 2045

PUBLIC NOTICE #20087
10/3,10,17,24

Corporations
NOTICE IS given that articles of 
incorporation that will incorporate 
REIDS LOGISTICS INC have 
been delivered to the Secretary of 
State for filing in accordance with 
the Georgia Business Corporation 
Code. The initial registered office 
of the corporation is located at 435 
Saint Annes Place, Covington, GA, 
30016 and its initial registered agent 
at such address is Baldwin Reid.

PUBLIC NOTICE #20098
10/17,24

NOTICE IS hereby given that 
Articles of Incorporation that will 
incorporate Gaithers Church, 
Inc. have been delivered to the 
Secretary of State in accordance 
with Georgia Non-profit Corporation 
Code. The initial registered office 
of the corporation is located at 64 
Benton Road, Covington, Georgia 
30014, and its initial registered agent 
at such address is Barbara Owens.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200991
10/17,24

NOTICE IS hereby given that 
Articles of Incorporation that 
will incorporate Luther Hays 
Presbyterian ECO, Inc. have been 
delivered to the Secretary of State 
in accordance with Georgia Non-
profit Corporation Code. The initial 
registered office of the corporation 
is located at 120 Reserve Drive, 
Covington, Georgia 30014, and 
its initial registered agent at such 
address is Blane Allen

PUBLIC NOTICE #200990
10/17,24

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION

NOTICE IS given that articles of 
incorporation that will incorporate 
ARK VOCATIONAL SERVICE INC. 
have been delivered to the Secretary 
of State for filing in accordance with 
the Georgia Business Corporation 
Code.  The initial registered office 
of the corporation is located at 90 
HIIGHLANDS LANE, OXFORD 
GEORGIA 30054and its initial 
registered agent at such address is 
SCOTT CHILDERS

PUBLIC NOTICE #200980
10/17,24

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION

NOTICE IS given that articles of 
incorporation that will incorporate 
STARLINGS COVINGTON 
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 See LEGALS, C3



2021.

LINDA COKER, Administrator
ESTATE OF Thomas Robinson 
Coker
127 HAMBY Lane
SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA 30025

PUBLIC NOTICE #200936
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of ANNIE NELL DANIEL deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 30TH day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2021.

ANNETTE ALLEN
PO BOX 115301
ATLANTA, GA 30310

PUBLIC NOTICE #200970
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of BELKY JONES deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 13TH day of OCTOBER, 
2021.

GABRIELLA JONES
12 SNOW GOOSE COURT
MONTICELLO, GA 31064

PUBLIC NOTICE #300021
10/24,31-11/7,14

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of BETTY JEAN TANT deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 23RD day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2021.

SUSAN FEW 
2097 ROCKY PLAINS RD
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #200928
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of BILLIE VIRGINIA HOWARD 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 6TH day of OCTOBER, 
2021.

TIMOTHY HOWARD
23 VALLEY TRAIL
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #300023
10/24,31-11/7,14

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
BUIERELLA BENFORD deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 4TH day of OCTOBER, 
2021.

TELIS JUSTICE
1437 COTTON TRAIL SW
CONYERS, GA 30094

PUBLIC NOTICE #200972
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of ELBERT KENNETH CANNON 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 28TH day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2021.

JUDY CANNON
6199 PINEWOOD DR S.E.
COVINGTON GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200929
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
EVA NELL JOHNSTON deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 13TH day of OCTOBER, 
2021.

BOBBY D. HAMBY
PO BOX 697
PORTERDALE, GA 30070

PUBLIC NOTICE #300022
10/24,31-11/7,14

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JIMMY PARKER deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 30TH day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2021.

COLLETTE PARKER
2141 CONYERS ST. SE
COVINGTON GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200973
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 

CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JOHN FRANKLIN EARL, JR 
deceased, late of Newton County, 
Georgia. You are required to 
render your demands and/or make 
payments to the undersigned estate 
representative according to law.
THIS THE 27TH day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2021.

MICHAEL EARL
193 MELL STREET
ATHENS, GA 30605

PUBLIC NOTICE #200927
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of JULIA MAE JACOBS deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 13TH day of OCTOBER, 
2021.

BIONCA SIMS
255 SIMS RD
COVINGTON, GA 30016

PUBLIC NOTICE #300019
10/24,31-11/7,14

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
KATHERINE C. OWENS deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 6TH day of OCTOBER, 
2021.

CHARLES OWENS
20 AVALON RD
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #300024
10/24,31-11/7,14

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of LARRY DEIMEL deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 27TH day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2021.

JENNIFER ESPINOZA
2119 ARLIN ST
CONYERS, GA 30012

PUBLIC NOTICE #200930
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of LENA MAE GRIGGS deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 13TH day of OCTOBER, 
2021.

NETTIE BAKER
1691 CANTERBURY POINTE
CONYERS, GA 30013

PUBLIC NOTICE #300018
10/24,31-11/7,14

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of LIZZIE R. THOMAS deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 16TH day of 
SEPTEMBER, 2021.

MICHAEL A. THOMAS
130 RIVERBEND DR
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200932
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of RICHARD G. NOLAN deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 4TH day of OCTOBER, 
2021.

JOYCE NOLAN
506 PIPER ROAD
COVINGTON , GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200971
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate of 
TIMOTHY JAMES BICE deceased, 
late of Newton County, Georgia. You 
are required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 6TH day of OCTOBER , 
2021.

JUDY BICE
620 MASON DR
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #300020
10/24,31-11/7,14

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

NOTICE IS hereby given to the 
debtors and creditors of the Estate 
of VIVIAN JONES deceased, late 
of Newton County, Georgia. You are 
required to render your demands 
and/or make payments to the 
undersigned estate representative 
according to law.
THIS THE 24TH day of 

SEPTEMBER, 2021.

NATASHA JONES
3168 LUNSFORD CIRCLE
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200931
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF NEWTON
ALL CREDITORS of the ESTATE OF 
BRADLY JOSEPH JORDAN, late of 
Newton County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment.

THIS 18TH day of October, 2021.
     
HANNAH MARIE JORDAN, 
Administrator
C/O CASSANDRA F. Ceron, Esq.
GA ESTATE Planning & Probate 
BY CERON and Hoipkemier, 
Attorneys at Law, LLC
800 JOHNSON Ferry Road NE, 
Suite B Atlanta, Georgia 30342

PUBLIC NOTICE #300032
10/24,31-11/7,14

Divorces
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

NEWTON COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA

DAVID J. LEWIS
PLAINTIFF,
V
LOLITA B. LEWIS
DEFENDANT,

ACTION NO.2021-CV-2104-4

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO LOLITA B. LEWIS
65 HEATON TRAIL PLACE
COVINGTON GA 30016
 
BY NOTICE for Publication dated 
the 15TH  day of SEPTEMBER 2021 
you are hereby notified that 
on the 9/15/21 the Plaintiff, DAVID 
J. LEWIS filed suit against you for 
Divorce. You are required to file an 
Answer in writing within sixty (60) 
days of the date of the Notice for 
Publication with the clerk of Superior 
Court of the Newton County and to 
serve a copy of the answer upon 
the plaintiff (if pro se) or upon the 
plaintiff’s attorney (if represented). 
Witness the Honorable Cheveda 
D. McCamy , Judge of the Superior 
Court of Newton County. 
THIS, THE 17th day of SEPTEMBER, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #200905
10/3,10,17,24

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA
 
AQUINO SUEANNIE TOWNSEND 
MILLS,
PLAINTIFF  
VS.  

DANIO  DEARREIO MILLS,
DEFENDANT.
CIVIL ACTION FILE NO: 
SUCV2021001969

NOTICE OF SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION AND PROCESS

TO:  DANIO DEARREIO MILLS, 
Defendant named above:

YOU ARE hereby notified that the 
above-styled  action seeking a 
TOTAL DIVORCE was filed against 
you in said court on August 24, 
2021, and that by reason of an Order 
for Service by Publication entered by 
the court on October 5, 2021, you 
are hereby commanded and required 
to file with the clerk of said court 
and serve upon counsel for Plaintiff 
Aquino Sueannie
TOWNSEND MILLS, who is Sylvia 
K. Lester, whose address is 165 
Rotherhithe Lane, NW, Marietta, 
Georgia  30066, an Answer to the 
Complaint for Divorce within sixty 
(60) days of the date of the Order 
for Service by Publication.  If you 
fail to do so, judgment by default will 
be taken against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint.

WITNESS THE Honorable W. Kendall 
Wynne, Jr., Judge of said Court. This 
the  8th  day OCTOBER of 2021.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200992
10/17,24,31-11/7

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA

ANTHONY TODD HUNT
PLAINTIFF,
V
CRYSTAL GAIL HALL-
WILLIAMSON
DEFENDANT,

ACTION NO.2021-CV-1846-3

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO CRYSTAL GAIL HALL-
WILLIAMSON
9161 CITY POND RD, RM 212
COVINGTON, GA 30014
 
BY NOTICE for Publication dated 
the 1ST  day of OCTOBER  
2021you are hereby notified 
that on the AUGUST 6, 2021  the 
Plaintiff, ANTHONY TODD HUNT 
filed suit against you for Divorce. 
You are required to file an Answer in 
writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the Notice for Publication with 
the clerk of Superior Court of the 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). Witness the Honorable 
LAYLA H. ZON, Judge of the 
Superior Court of Newton County. 
THIS, THE 1ST day of OCTOBER, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #300003
10/17,24,31-11/7

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA

HENRY CLARKE
PLAINTIFF,
V
REISHEENA CLARKE
DEFENDANT,

ACTION NO.2021-CV-11230-3

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO REISHEENA CLARKE
1617 W. WESTMORELAND ST
PHILADELPHIA , PA 19140
 
BY NOTICE for Publication dated 
the 28TH  day of SEPTEMBER 
2021you are hereby notified that 
on the 5/25/211 the Plaintiff, HENRY 
CLARKE filed suit against you for 
Divorce. You are required to file an 
Answer in writing within sixty (60) 
days of the date of the Notice for 
Publication with the clerk of Superior 
Court of the Newton County and to 
serve a copy of the answer upon 
the plaintiff (if pro se) or upon the 
plaintiff’s attorney (if represented). 
Witness the Honorable LAYLA H. 
ZON, Judge of the Superior Court of 
Newton County. 
THIS, THE 28th day of SEPTEMBET, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #200952
10/10,17,24,31

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

 STATE OF GERORGIA

DANYEL CARO LUGO
PLAINTIFF 
V.
TERESA MALDONADO MUNOZ
DEFENDANT

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
2021-CV-1232-4

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

TO:
TERESA MALDONADO MUNOZ
MEXICO, CUERNAVACA

BY ORDER of the court for service 
by publication dated MAY 27 2021 
you are hereby notified that on MAY 
25 , 2021 (date of filing) DANYEL 
CARO LUGO (plaintiff)  filed suit 
against you for Divorce . 
YOU ARE required to file an answer 
in writing within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for publication with 
the clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County and to serve a copy 
of the answer upon the plaintiff (if pro 
se) or upon the plaintiff’s attorney (if 
represented). 

WITNESS THE Honorable 
CHEVEDA D. MCCAMY, Judge 
Superior Court of Newton County.

THIS, THE 8TH  day of JNES  2021.
LINDA D. Hays
CLERK OF Superior

PUBLIC NOTICE #200906
10/3,10,17,24

Foreclosures
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 

GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

BECAUSE OF a default under the 
terms of the Security Deed executed 
by Michael Glodowski to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as grantee, as nominee for Opteum 
Mortgage, A Division of  Metrocities 
Mortgage,  LLC, its successor and 
assigns dated January 7, 2009, and 
recorded in Deed Book 2678, Page 
566, as last modified in Deed Book 
3735, Page 417, Newton County 
Records, said Security Deed having 
been last sold, assigned, transferred 
and conveyed to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, as trustee of 
Stanwich Mortgage Loan Trust 
I, securing a Note in the original 
principal amount of $125,559.00, 
the holder thereof pursuant to said 
Deed and Note thereby secured 
has declared the entire amount of 
said indebtedness due and payable 
and, pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in said Deed, will on the 
first Tuesday, December 7, 2021, 
during the legal hours of sale, 
before the Courthouse door in said 
County, sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash, the property 
described in said Deed, to-wit:  
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 31 OF THE 8TH DISTRICT, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING LOT 29 OF SHENANDOAH 
ESTATES SUBDIVISION, AS PER 
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 38, PAGES 138-148, 
NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA 
RECORDS, WHICH RECORDED 
PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN 
BY REFERENCE AND MADE A 
PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION
SAID PROPERTY is known as 55 
Shenandoah Court, Covington, 
GA 30016, together with all fixtures 
and personal property attached 
to and constituting a part of said 
property, if any.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, whether or not now due 
and payable), the right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, any matters 
which might be disclosed by an 
accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
THE PROCEEDS of said sale will 
be applied to the payment of said 
indebtedness and all expenses of 
said sale as provided in said Deed, 
and the balance, if any, will be 
distributed as provided by law.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the secured creditor.
THE PROPERTY is or may be in the 
possession of Michael Glodowski, 
successor in interest or tenant(s).
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, AS TRUSTEE OF 
STANWICH MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST I as Attorney-in-Fact for 
Michael Glodowski
FILE NO. 19-073576
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
ATTORNEYS AND Counselors at 
Law
211 PERIMETER Center Parkway, 

N.E., Suite 300
ATLANTA, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535/GR
HTTPS://WWW.LOGS.COM/ 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING 
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200937
10/10,17,24,31

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE OF 
RIGHT OF REDEMPTION 

STATE OF GEORGIA/COUNTY OF 
NEWTON

TO:  1) Troy Wright, 2) 
Unknown Heirs and Assigns of Troy 
Wright, 3) Georgia Department of 
Revenue, 4) Truist Bank Successor 
by Merger to Main Street Bank, 5) 
Jackson Rentals, Inc., 6) Newton 
County Tax Commissioner, 7) 
Tenant/Resident/Occupant, and 8) 
all persons known or unknown who 
may claim an interest in property 
known as 295 Second Ave., 
Covington, Georgia 30014
TAKE NOTICE THAT: 
THE RIGHT to redeem the 
described property as 295 Second 
Ave., Covington, Georgia 30014, 
(Tax Parcel 0085A00000018000), as 
follows, to wit: 
ALL THAT tract or parcel of 
land lying and being in the Hays 
District, Newton County, Georgia, 
BEGINNING at the intersection of 
the western line of 2nd Avenue with 
the northern line of Lee Street, both 
of said streets being roads recently 
cut through said lands by James 
O. Anderson; thence in a western 
direction along the northern line of 
said Lee Street, a distance of 150 
feet; thence in a northern direction 
on a line parallel with the western line 
of 2nd Avenue, a distance of 90 feet; 
thence in an eastern direction on a 
line parallel with the northern line of 
Lees Street, a distance of 150 feet 
to the western line of 2nd Avenue; 
thence in a southern direction along 
the western line of 2nd Avenue of 2nd 
Avenue a distance of 90 feet to the 
northern line of Lee Street and the 
point of beginning; being a portion 
of the “Woods Tract” purchased by 
James O. Anderson from Ronald 
H. Cook, which tract was formerly 
known as port of the Starr Place.
SITUATED THEREON is a dwelling 
known as 295 Second Avenue, 
according to the present system 
of numbering in Newton County, 
Georgia.
BEING THE same property as 
conveyed from James O. Anderson to 
Mary Lou Mullins by Warranty Deed 
dated January 1, 1962, and recorded 
in Deed Book 59, at page 552, Public 
Records of Newton County, Georgia.
WILL EXPIRE and be forever 
foreclosed and barred on and after 
the 17th day of December, 2021, or 
30 days from service of notice.
THE TAX deed to which this notice 
relates is dated the 4th day of August 
2020 and is recorded in the office of 
the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Newton County, Georgia, in Deed 
Book 4087, Page 611.
THE PROPERTY may be redeemed 
at any time before the 17th day of 
December, 2021, or 30 days from 
service of notice, by payment of 
the redemption price as fixed and 
provided by law to the undersigned 
at the following address: David A. 
Basil, LLC, 301 Bradley Street, Suite 
B-7, Carrollton, Georgia, 30117.

PLEASE BE governed accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE #200913
10,17,24,31-11/7

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in that certain Deed 
To Secure Debt given by George W. 
Siders and Mitzie C. Siders to  First 
Georgia Community Bank dated 
07/05/2006 and filed 07/12/2006, 
recorded in Deed Book 2230, Pages 
563-567, Newton County, Georgia 
Records, (later assigned to  Reliant 
Loan Servicing, LLC ),  conveying the 
after-described property to secure 
an Home Equity Line of Credit 
Agreement (“Agreement”)/ Disclosure 
Statement in the original principal 
amount of Thirteen Thousand Seven 
Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents  
($13,750.00), with interest thereon 
as set forth therein, there will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse door 
of Newton County, Georgia, within 
the legal hours of sale on Tuesday, 
October 5, 2021 the following 
described property:
TRACT 1: 
ALL THAT Tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in land Lot 161, 
10th District, City of Covington, 
Newton County, Georgia, being Lot 
5, Block E of Brown Bridge Crossing, 
according to plat recorded in Plat 
book 23, page 245, public records of 
Newton County, Georgia, which plat 
is by reference thereto incorporated 
herein and made a part hereof for 
a more particular and complete 
description. 
TRACT 2: All that Tract or parcel of 
land lying and being in land Lot 161 
of the 10th District, City of Covington, 
Newton County, Georgia, being Part 
of Lot 4, Block E of Brown Bridge 
Crossing, according to a survey for 
Chard E. Donaldson and Tina R. 
Donaldson by Georgia A. Butcher 
GA R.L.S., no. 1903, dated May 30, 
1991 and being more particularly 
described as follows: 
BEGINNING AT an iron pin found 
located on the Northeasterly right 
of way line of Melody Court said 
point being 345.63  feet northerly 
along the Easterly right of way line 
of Melody court from the Intersection 
of the Easterly right of way line of 
Melody court and the Northerly right 
of way line of Melody Circle; Thence 
Leaving the Northerly right of way line 
of Melody court and Running North 
80 Degrees 32 Minutes 14 Seconds 
East a Distance of 57.96 Feet to an 
iron  pin set; Thence Running North 
20 Degrees 25 Minutes 02 Seconds 
East a Distance of 22.20 feet to an 
iron pine set;  Thence Running South 
49 Degrees 43 Minutes 45 Seconds 
West a Distance of 76.29 Feet to 
an Iron pin found and the Point 
of Beginning this being the same 
property deeded from Rotomco Inc 
to Chad E Donaldson and Tina R 
Donaldson by Warranty deed Dated 

May 31 1991 and recorded in deed 
book 398, page 194, public records 
of Newton County,  Georgia.
THE DEBT secured by said Deed To 
Secure Debt has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Home Equity Line 
of Credit Agreement (“Agreement”)/ 
Disclosure Statement and Deed To 
Secure Debt. The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made for the 
purpose of paying the same and all 
expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Deed To Secure Debt and by 
law, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due 
and payable), any unpaid water or 
sewage bills that constitute a lien 
against the property whether due 
and payable or not due and payable  
and which may not be of record, any 
right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Deed To Secure 
Debt first set out above including but 
not limited to that certain Security 
Deed given by George W. Siders 
and Mitzie C. Siders to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Crescent Mortgage 
Company dated 05/22/2006 and 
filed 06/07/2006, recorded in Deed 
Book 2204, Pages 123-138, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, conveying 
the above-described property to 
secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of $130,400.00.
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is George 
W. Siders and Mitzie C. Siders or a 
tenant or tenants and said property 
is more commonly known as 9202 
Melody Ct SW, Covington GA 
30014. 
IN COMPLIANCE with Georgia 
law, please find below the contact 
information for the entity who has 
authority to negotiate, amend, 
and modify the terms of the loan 
documents which may include a 
note, mortgage, security deed or 
deed to secure debt.
FAY SERVICING, LLC 
1601 LBJ Freeway 
STE 150
FARMERS BRANCH TX 75234
312-610-7096
THE SALE will be conducted 
subject (1) to confirmation that the 
sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final 
confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the 
Deed To Secure Debt.  to any rights 
of rescission of the party conducting 
this foreclosure sale pursuant to 
Georgia law including, but not limited 
to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-172.1, 
which allows for certain procedures 
regarding the rescission of judicial 
and non- judicial sales in the state of 
Georgia.  
PLEASE NOTE that the Deed 
Under Power and other foreclosure 
documents may not be provided 
until final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan as provided 
immediately above and final 
review by the party conducting this 
foreclosure sale for compliance with 
contractual and legal obligations 
pursuant to the terms of the loan 
documents and State and Federal 
law, including but not limited to any 
and all rights of rescission.
RELIANT LOAN Servicing , LLC, as 
Attorney in Fact for George W. Siders 
and Mitzie C. Siders
BY: 
ANDREW D. Gleason  
ATTORNEY FOR Reliant Loan 
Servicing , LLC
LEFKOFF, RUBIN, Gleason, Russo 
& Williams, P.C.
5555 GLENRIDGE Connector
SUITE 900
ATLANTA, GEORGIA  30342
(404)869-6900
(404)869-6909 (FAX)

PUBLIC NOTICE #200753
10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Frederick F Scales to 
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc. 
dba Element Funding, dated May 
12, 2011, recorded in Deed Book 
2910, Page 132, Newton County, 
Georgia Records and as modified 
by that certain Loan Modification 
Agreement recorded in Deed Book 
3595, Page 402, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, as last transferred 
to Georgia Housing and Finance 
Authority by assignment recorded in 
Deed Book 3395, Page 401, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, conveying 
the after-described property to 
secure a Note in the original 
principal amount of ONE HUNDRED 
THIRTY-THREE THOUSAND ONE 
HUNDRED FIFTEEN AND 0/100 
DOLLARS ($133,115.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash before the 
courthouse door of Newton County, 
Georgia, or at such place as may be 
lawfully designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on the 
first Tuesday in December, 2021, the 
following described property: 
SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
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(INCLUDING TAXES which are a 
lien, but not yet due and payable), 
any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
GEORGIA HOUSING and Finance 
Authority is the holder of the Security 
Deed to the property in accordance 
with OCGA § 44-14-162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage with the 
debtor is: State Home Mortgage, 
60 Executive Park South, Atlanta, 
GA  30333, 404-679-4908/-3133.  To 
the best knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, the party in possession 
of the property is Frederick F Scales 
or a tenant or tenants and said 
property is more commonly known 
as 9150 Bandywood Way SW, 
Covington, Georgia  30014.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
GEORGIA HOUSING and Finance 
Authority
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
FREDERICK F Scales
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lot 237 of 
the 9th District, Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lot 30 of Inglewood 
Park Subdivision Phase I as per plat 
thereof recorded in Plat Book 47, 
page 47-54, Newton County, Georgia 
Records, which recorded plat is 
incorporated herein by reference and 
made a part of this description.
MR/CA     12/7/21
OUR FILE no. 5128916 - FT17

PUBLIC NOTICE #300030
10/24,31-11/7,14,21,28

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security 
Deed given by Gaynell Freeman to 
Wells Fargo Bank, NA, dated April 
15, 2005, recorded in Deed Book 
1896, Page 166, Newton County, 
Georgia Records and as modified 
by that certain Loan Modification 
Agreement recorded in Deed Book 
3076, Page 589, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, as last transferred 
to US Bank National Association, as 
Trustee for the holders of MASTR 
Asset Backed Securities Trust 2005-
WF1 by assignment recorded in 
Deed Book 2874, Page 56, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, conveying 
the after-described property to 
secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-
FOUR THOUSAND AND 0/100 
DOLLARS ($154,000.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash before the 
courthouse door of Newton County, 
Georgia, or at such place as may be 
lawfully designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on the 
first Tuesday in November, 2021, the 
following described property:  SEE 
EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MADE A PART HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
MASTR ASSET Backed Securities 
Trust 2005-WF1, U.S. Bank National 
Association, as Trustee is the holder 
of the Security Deed to the property 
in accordance with OCGA § 44-14-
162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify all 
terms of the mortgage with the debtor 
is: Specialized Loan Servicing, 6200 
S. Quebec St., Greenwood Village, 
CO  80111, 800-306-6059.  
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Gaynell 
Freeman and Estate of Gaynell 
Freeman or a tenant or tenants and 
said property is more commonly 
known as 150 Camerons Way, 
Covington, Georgia  30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
MASTR ASSET Backed Securities 
Trust 2005-WF1, U.S. Bank National 
Association, as Trustee
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
GAYNELL FREEMAN
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lot 186, 10th 
District, Newton County, Georgia, 
being Lot 224, Camerons Landing 
Subdivision, Unit Three, as per plat 
recorded in Plat Book 31, Page 44, 
Newton County, GA records, which 
plat is incorporated herein and made 
a part hereof by reference for a more 

particular and complete description.
MR/MEH     11/2/21
OUR FILE no. 52297608 - FT1

PUBLIC NOTICE #200901
10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the Power 
of Sale contained in a Security Deed 
given by Kesia Maxwell-Hall to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
Wilmington Finance, Inc., its 
successors and assigns dated 
December 22, 2006, recorded in 
Deed Book 2351, Page 201, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, as last 
transferred to U.S. Bank National 
Association, as Trustee for the holders 
of the SPECIALTY UNDERWRITING 
AND RESIDENTIAL FINANCE 
TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2007-BC2 by assignment recorded in 
Deed Book 3080, Page 427, Newton 
County, Georgia Records, conveying 
the after-described property to 
secure a Note in the original 
principal amount of ONE HUNDRED 
TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND ONE 
HUNDRED TWENTY AND 0/100 
DOLLARS ($125,120.00), with 
interest thereon as set forth therein, 
there will be sold at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash before the 
courthouse door of Newton County, 
Georgia, or at such place as may be 
lawfully designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on the 
first Tuesday in November, 2021, the 
following described property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record 
superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
U.S. BANK National Association, 
as Trustee for SPECIALTY 
UNDERWRITING AND 
RESIDENTIAL FINANCE TRUST 
MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2007-BC2 is the holder of the 
Security Deed to the property in 
accordance with OCGA § 44-14-
162.2.
THE ENTITY that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage with the 
debtor is: Nationstar Mortgage, LLC 
d/b/a Mr. Cooper, 8950 Cypress 
Waters Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019, 
888-850-9398x3705.  
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Kesia 
Maxwell-Hall or a tenant or tenants 
and said property is more commonly 
known as 110 Dianne Trail West, 
Covington, Georgia 30016.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the security deed.
U.S. BANK National Association, 
as Trustee for SPECIALTY 
UNDERWRITING AND 
RESIDENTIAL FINANCE TRUST 
MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2007-BC2
AS ATTORNEY in Fact for 
KESIA MAXWELL-HALL
MCCALLA RAYMER Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 OLD Alabama Road
ROSWELL, GA  30076
WWW.FORECLOSUREHOTLINE.
NET
EXHIBIT “A”
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lot 27 of 
the 10th District, Newton County, 
Georgia, being Lot 115, Phase Two of 
Country Roads Subdivision, as per 
plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 44, 
page 134, Newton County, Georgia 
Records, which recorded plat is 
incorporated herein by reference and 
made a part of this description.
MR/MEH     11/2/21
OUR FILE no. 5217618 - FT2

PUBLIC NOTICE #200903
10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER 
POWER, NEWTON COUNTY

PURSUANT TO the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed given 
by Carey Shane Clark and Dana 
A. Clark to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
grantee, as nominee for HOMESTAR 
FINANCIAL CORPORATION, its 
successors and assigns dated 
5/11/2012 and recorded in Deed 
Book 3010 Page 261 Newton 
County, Georgia records; as last 
transferred to or acquired by 
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, AS TRUSTEE OF 
STANWICH MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST I, conveying the after-
described property to secure a Note 
in the original principal amount of 
$76,587.00, with interest at the rate 
specified therein, there will be sold 
by the undersigned at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for cash before 
the Courthouse door of Newton  
County, Georgia (or such other 
area as designated by Order of the 
Superior Court of said county), within 
the legal hours of sale on November 
2, 2021 (being the first Tuesday of 
said month unless said date falls 
on a Federal Holiday, in which case 
being the first Wednesday of said 
month), the following described 
property:
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND lying and being in Land lot 106 
of the 10th Land District of Newton 

County, Georgia and being shown 
as Lot 1 containing 1.009 acres, in 
accordance with the Plat of Survey 
entitled “Tuten Place”, prepared by 
Brewer & Dudley, LLC, and certified 
by John F. Brewer, Georgia R.L.S. No. 
2905, said plat being dated January 
14, 2004 and revised March 22, 
2004, and recorded in Plat Book 40, 
Page 274, Public Records of Newton 
County, Georgia and said plat by 
reference thereto being incorporated 
herein and made a part hereof for 
a more particular description of the 
captioned property.
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed. The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY is commonly 
known as 135 Jennifer Lane, 
Covington, GA 30016, Covington, 
GA 30016 together with all fixtures 
and personal property attached 
to and constituting a part of said 
property, if any. To the best knowledge 
and belief of the undersigned, the 
party (or parties) in possession of 
the subject property is (are): Dana 
Clark or tenant or tenants.
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE 
Services, LLC is the entity or 
individual designated who shall have 
full authority to negotiate, amend 
and modify all terms of the mortgage.
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE 
Services, LLC
1600 SOUTH Douglass Road
SUITE 200-A
ANAHEIM, CA  92806
(800) 561-4567
NOTE, HOWEVER, that such entity 
or individual is not required by law 
to negotiate, amend or modify the 
terms of the loan.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to: (a) any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), (b) unpaid water or sewage 
bills that constitute a lien against the 
property whether due and payable or 
not yet due and payable and which 
may not be of record, (c) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority, 
(d) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, 
and (e) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
to (1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2) final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with 
the holder of the Security Deed. 
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-
172.1, which allows for certain 
procedures regarding the rescission 
of judicial and non-judicial sales 
in the State of Georgia, the Deed 
Under Power and other foreclosure 
documents may not be provided 
until final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan as provided 
immediately above.
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, AS TRUSTEE OF 
STANWICH MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST I as agent and Attorney in 
Fact for Carey Shane Clark and 
Dana A. Clark
ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP, 15 Piedmont 
Center, 3575 Piedmont Road, N.E., 
Suite 500, Atlanta, Georgia 30305, 
(404) 994-7637.
2191-2157A
THIS LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING 
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. 2191-2157A

PUBLIC NOTICE #200923
10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

PURSUANT TO the Power of Sale 
contained in a Security Deed given by 
Dennis C. Ellis to JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, N.A. dated 6/25/2012 and 
recorded in Deed Book 3023 Page 
47 Newton County, Georgia records; 
as last transferred to or acquired 
by NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing, conveying the 
after-described property to secure 
a Note in the original principal 
amount of $53,561.00, with interest 
at the rate specified therein, there 
will be sold by the undersigned at 
public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the Courthouse 
door of Newton  County, Georgia 
(or such other area as designated 
by Order of the Superior Court of 
said county), within the legal hours 
of sale on November 2, 2021 (being 
the first Tuesday of said month 
unless said date falls on a Federal 
Holiday, in which case being the 
first Wednesday of said month), the 
following described property:
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land 
lying and being in Land Lots 192 
and 189 of the 9th Land District of 
Newton County, Georgia, and being 
Lot 1 as shown on plat of survey 
for Frank E. Christian, dated May 
18, 1978, prepared by William R. 
Simmons, RS, and recorded in Plat 
Book 15, page 40, in the office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Newton 
County, Georgia, and being more 
particularly described as follows:
TO FIND THE TRUE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, commence at the 
intersection of the southwestern 
right-of-way line of Henderson Mill 
Road with the eastern right-of-way 
line of Georgia Highway 36, thence 
in a generally easterly direction 
along the southwesterly right-of-
way line of Henderson Mill Road 
a distance of 4,058.16 feet to an 
iron pin; thence South 29 degrees 
54 minutes 29 seconds West a 
distance of 235.61 feet to the TRUE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; and from 
the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING, 
thence continuing South 29 degrees 
54 minutes 29 seconds West 120.0 
feet to an iron pin; thence North 56 
degrees 40 minutes 30 seconds 
West 335.87 feet to an iron pin; 
thence North 24 degrees 18 minutes 
42 seconds East 120.42 feet to an 
iron pin; thence South 56 degrees 48 
minutes 57 seconds East 347.58 feet 
to the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING.
THE DEBT secured by said Security 

Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Note and Security 
Deed. The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the 
Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been 
given).
SAID PROPERTY is commonly 
known as 10 Taylor Rd, Covington, 
GA 30014 together with all fixtures 
and personal property attached 
to and constituting a part of said 
property, if any. To the best knowledge 
and belief of the undersigned, the 
party (or parties) in possession of 
the subject property is (are): Dennis 
C. Ellis or tenant or tenants.
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
Servicing is the entity or individual 
designated who shall have full 
authority to negotiate, amend and 
modify all terms of the mortgage.
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
Servicing
PO BOX 10826 
GREENVILLE, SC 29603-0826
1-800-365-7107
NOTE, HOWEVER, that such entity 
or individual is not required by law 
to negotiate, amend or modify the 
terms of the loan.
SAID PROPERTY will be sold 
subject to: (a) any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but not yet due and 
payable), (b) unpaid water or sewage 
bills that constitute a lien against the 
property whether due and payable or 
not yet due and payable and which 
may not be of record, (c) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authority, 
(d) any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, 
and (e) any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
to (1) confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2) final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with 
the holder of the Security Deed. 
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-
172.1, which allows for certain 
procedures regarding the rescission 
of judicial and non-judicial sales 
in the State of Georgia, the Deed 
Under Power and other foreclosure 
documents may not be provided 
until final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan as provided 
immediately above.
NEWREZ LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing as agent and 
Attorney in Fact for Dennis C. Ellis
ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP, 15 Piedmont 
Center, 3575 Piedmont Road, N.E., 
Suite 500, Atlanta, Georgia 30305, 
(404) 994-7637.
1263-1426A
THIS LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING 
AS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. 1263-1426A

PUBLIC NOTICE #200886
10/3,10,17,24

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
UNDER AND by virtue of the 
Power of Sale contained in that 
certain Security Deed given by 
Latricia Jones-Smith to  Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as nominee for FMF Capital 
LLC,  dated 11/20/2006 and filed 
12/07/2006, recorded in Deed Book 
2336, Page 258-265, Newton County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the 
after-described property to secure a 
Balloon Note in the original principal 
amount of Twenty Eight Thousand 
Two Hundred Dollars and No Cents  
($28,200.00), last assigned to 
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, Not in its Individual Capacity 
but Soley as Owner Trustee of  The 
Aspen Holdings Trust, A Delaware 
Statutory Trust with interest thereon 
as set forth therein, there will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the courthouse door 
of Newton County, Georgia, within 
the legal hours of sale on Tuesday 
November 2, 2021, the following 
described property:
ALL THAT tract or parcel of land, with 
house and all other improvements 
located thereon, lying and being in 
Land Lot 71 of the 10th District of 
Newton County, Georgia and being 
Lot 126 of Oak Hill Subdivision, 
Phase 2 as shown on plat of Oak 
Hill Subdivision - Phase 2 as same is 
recorded in Plat Book 39, page 285 
Thru 288, Newton County Records. 
The description of said property 
as contained on said plat is hereby 
incorporated herein and made an 
essential part hereof by reference. 
THE DEBT secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby 
declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, 
failure to pay the indebtedness as 
and when due and in the manner 
provided in the Balloon Note and 
Security Deed. The debt remaining 
in default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying the same 
and all expenses of this sale, as 
provided in the Security Deed and by 
law, including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
SAID PROPERTY will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, 
but not yet due and payable), any 
unpaid water or sewage bills that 
constitute a lien against the property 
whether due and payable or not due 
and payable  and which may not be 
of record, any right of redemption 
of any taxing authority, any matters 
which might be disclosed by an 
accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above including but 
not limited to that certain Security 
Deed given by Latricia Jones-Smith 
to  Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for FMF 
Capital LLC,  dated 11/20/2006 and 
filed 12/07/2006, recorded in Deed 
Book 2336, Page 241, Newton 

County, Georgia Records, conveying 
the above-described property to 
secure a note in the original principal 
amount of $112,800.00.
TO THE best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party in 
possession of the property is Latricia 
Jones-Smith or a tenant or tenants 
and said property is more commonly 
known as 75 Oak Hill Drive, 
Covington GA 30016. 
IN COMPLIANCE with Georgia 
law, please find below the contact 
information for the entity who has 
authority to negotiate, amend, 
and modify the terms of the loan 
documents which may include a 
note, mortgage, security deed or 
deed to secure debt.
ASPEN PROPERTIES Group, LLC
CHARLES “JOHN” Briseno, 
CMB|Vice President
5700 W. 112th Street, Suite 110
LEAWOOD, KS 66211
TOLL FREE: 800-326-5799
THE SALE will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan 
with the holder of the Security Deed.  
to any rights of rescission of the party 
conducting this foreclosure sale 
pursuant to Georgia law including, 
but not limited to O.C.G.A. Section 
9-13-172.1, which allows for certain 
procedures regarding the rescission 
of judicial and non- judicial sales in 
the state of Georgia.  
PLEASE NOTE that the Deed 
Under Power and other foreclosure 
documents may not be provided 
until final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan as provided 
immediately above and final 
review by the party conducting this 
foreclosure sale for compliance with 
contractual and legal obligations 
pursuant to the terms of the loan 
documents and State and Federal 
law, including but not limited to any 
and all rights of rescission.
WILMINGTON SAVINGS Fund 
Society, FSB, Not in its Individual 
Capacity but Soley as Owner Trustee 
of  The Aspen Holdings Trust, A 
Delaware Statutory Trust, as Attorney 
in Fact for Latricia Jones-Smith 
ANDREW D. Gleason  
ATTORNEY FOR Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, Not 
in its Individual Capacity but Soley 
as Owner Trustee of  The Aspen 
Holdings Trust, A Delaware Statutory 
Trust
LEFKOFF, RUBIN, Gleason,  Russo 
& Williams, P.C.
5555 GLENRIDGE Connector
SUITE 900
ATLANTA, GEORGIA  30342
(404)869-6900
(404)869-6909 (FAX)
 
PUBLIC NOTICE #200910
10/3,10,17,24

Name Changes
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY STATE OF 

GEORGIA
 
IN RE the Name Change of: 

CIVIL ACTION 
NO.SUCV2020001718
 
PETITIONER: ANGELA 
HEARNS,  

AMENDED NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME

NOTICE IS hereby given that, 
ANGELA HEARNS, the Petitioner, 
filed her petition with the Superior 
Court of Newton County, Georgia 
on the 1st day of September, 2020, 
praying for change in the name of 
petitioner from ANGELA ANETTA 
HEARNS, to DIVINE FOREVER 
CROMARTIE..
NOTICE IS hereby given pursuant 
to law to any interested or affected 
party to appear in said
COURT AND to file objections to 
such name change.   Objections 
must be filed with said Court within
30 DAYS of the filing of said Petition.
THIS 1ST day of October, 2021

GRIFFIN PUCKETT LLC
ATTORNEY FOR Petitioner
1500 PENNSYLVANIA Avenue
MCDONOUGH, GEORGIA 30253 
(770) 320-8198

PUBLIC NOTICE #200949
10/10,17,24,31

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEWTON COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: LaDONNA DIANE BODDIE
 
CIVIL ACTION FILE NO.
2021-CV-2201-2

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

BY ORDER for service by publication 
dated the day of  2021 , you 
are hereby notified that on the 23’d 
day of September, 2021,  LaDONNA 
DIANE BODDIE  filed a PETITION 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME in the 
Superior Court of Newton County, 
Georgia.
YOU ARE required to file with the 
Clerk ofthe Superior Court and to 
serve upon
PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY, Mario 
S. Ninfo an Answer in writing within 
THE ORDER for publication.

THIS THE 30th day of   September, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #200949
10/10,17,24,31

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF NEWTON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE the Name Change of: LARRY 
PATRICK SMITH, Petitioner
CIVIL ACTION FILE NO.: 
SUCV2021002305

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME

NOTION IS hereby given that Larry 
Patrick Smith, the undersigned, filed 
his petition in the Superior Court of 
Newton County, Georgia on the 11th 
day of October, 2021, praying for a 
change in the name of the petition 
from Larry Patrick Smith to Larry 
Patrick Savage.  
NOTICE IS hereby giving pursuant 
to law to any interested or affected 
party to appear in said Court and to 
file objections to such name change.  
Objections must be filed with said 
Court within 30 days of the filing of 

said petition.
THIS 11TH day of October, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #300002
10/17,24,31-11/7

Public Hearings
CITY OF COVINGTON

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS hereby given, per 
the City of Covington’s Code of 
Ordinances Chapter 16.12 that the 
below applications were submitted 
for consideration by the Covington 
Planning Commission on the 
following properties.
A. ANNEXATION & 
REZONING - PAR21-0001
REQUEST – Rezone notated parcel 
FROM existing county zoning of 
CH (Highway Commercial) TO 
proposed city zoning of CM (Corridor 
Mixed-Use) for a proposed mixed-
use development, to include office, 
commercial, a restaurant space:
LOCATION:  EAGLE Drive
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  0083 
004B
OWNERS:  PDC Covington, LLC 
A P P L I C A N T / A U T H O R I Z E D 
AGENT: Randy Vinson
MAYOR AND Council will conduct 
the Final Public Hearing, on Monday, 
November 15th, 2021 @ 6:30 p.m.  
Hearing will be held in the City Hall 
Council Chambers, 2116 Stallings 
Street.   *Planning Commission held 
first hearing on August 10, 2021.
ALL INTERESTED parties are 
invited to participate.  For more 
information, contact the City Clerk @ 
770-385-2010.  

PUBLIC NOTICE #300055
10/24

CITY OF COVINGTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS hereby given, per 
the City of Covington’s Code of 
Ordinances Chapter 16.12 that the 
below applications were submitted 
for consideration by the Covington 
Planning Commission on the 
following properties:

A. REZONING:  PR21-0004 
(in conjunction with PSU21-0011)
REQUEST:  REZONE parcels from 
M2 (Heavy Industrial) to proposed
NM (NEIGHBORHOOD Mixed-Use) 
in order to obtain a special use 
permit 
FOR DEVELOPMENT of a 
“high-end”, multifamily, residential 
community.
LOCATION:  10200 & 10020 City 
Pond Road 
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C080 
035A & C080 043
OWNERS:  CALLAWAY/SIGMAN
APPLICANT:  EMORY Equity, LLC /
Arthur Lynn 
B. SPECIAL USE:  PS21-
0011 (in conjunction with PR21-0004)
REQUEST:  OBTAIN a special use 
permit, post rezoning approval, 
IN ORDER to develop a “high-end”, 
multifamily residential community.
LOCATION:  10200 & 10020 City 
Pond Road 
TAX MAP Parcel Number:  C080 
035A & C080 043
OWNERS:  CALLAWAY/SIGMAN
APPLICANT:  EMORY Equity, LLC /
Arthur Lynn 
C. TEXT Amendment 
Discussion
1.  BREWERIES
2.  CORRIDOR Overlay 
 
3.  SHORT Term Rentals 
THE PLANNING Commission will 
conduct the First Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m. with Mayor and Council 
conducting the Final Public Hearing, 
on Monday, November 15, 2021 
at 6:30 p.m. Both meetings will 
be held in the City Hall Council 
Chambers, 2116 Stallings Street.   
ALL INTERESTED parties are 
invited to participate.  For more 
information, contact the city Planning 
& Development office at 770-385-
2178/2179.  
DUE TO circumstances necessitated 
by emergency conditions involving 
public safety and preservation of 
public services, public access to this 
meeting is limited to teleconference 
and video access. THE PUBLIC 
MAY ACCESS THIS MEETING 
USING THE FOLLOWING LINK: 
Zoom Link: https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/89899054107; CALLING 1-646-
558-8656,| Meeting ID: 898 9905 
4107

PUBLIC NOTICE #300038
10/24

NOTICE IS hereby given that at 
6:30 p.m. on November 1, 2021 at 
2116 Stallings Street, Covington, 
Georgia, the Mayor and Council of 
the City of Covington, shall provide 
for a hearing on the passage of an 
ordinance entitled:
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, 
TO AMEND THE COVINGTON 
MUNICIPAL CODE, ENACTED AND 
ADOPTED ON THE 16TH DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 2001, AS AMENDED 
BY PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS, 
TO ALTER CERTAIN PROVISIONS 
OF TITLE 16 OF THE SAID 
CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING 
SECTION 16.16.020 (PERMITTED 
USES) AND ADOPTING SECTION 
16.20.615 (RECREATIONAL 
GOODS RENTAL); TO REPEAL 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.”
A COPY of said proposed ordinance 
is posted on the bulletin board at 
the City Hall, 2194 Emory Street, 
Covington, Georgia.  
THIS 19TH day of October, 2021.
                                                       
THE CITY OF COVINGTON
AUDRA M. Gutierrez 
CITY CLERK

PUBLIC NOTICE #300037
10/24

Public Sales Auctions
           PUBLIC AUCTION  
   
THE AUCTION will be held at: 
CHANCEY’S WRECKER Service, 
Inc
539 MCDANIEL Mill Rd Conyers, Ga 
30012 on Wednesday
NOVEMBER 3RD, 2021                      
Auction will start promptly @ 
1:00pm.   

 See LEGALS, C5



 Saturday-Sunday, October 23-24, 2021 | C5Legals

LEGALS:
Continued from C4

TELEPHONE: 770-483-0698
REGISTRATION BEGINS @ 12 
noon.  The following 
vehicles will be sold at
2002 FORD F150 
1FTRX17292NA10211
1999 DODGE Ram 1500 
3B7HC13YXXM550864
2002 TOYOTA Corolla 
1NXBR12E12Z647625
2006 HONDA Civic 
1HGFA165X6L035296
1996 TOYOTA Camry 
4T1BG12K1TU804373
0 SMALL Trailer 724899
2008 BMW 3 Series 
WBAVC73528KP36979
2000 CHEVROLET Monte Carlo 
2G1WW12E9Y9167068
2004 JEEP Grand Cherokee 
1J4GX48S84C113426
2017 NISSAN Altima 
1N4AL3AP3HC279534
2005 LINCOLN Town Car 
1LNHM81W35Y650177
2005 HYUNDAI Accent 
KMHCG45C05U580316
1999 VOLKSWAGEN Jetta 
3VWSA29M3XM079577
2007 SKY Team Dirt Bike  
L3JBCB2B98C770042
2012 SUZUKI GSXR750 
JS1GR7MA3C2100466
1998 DODGE Dakota 
1B7FL26Y0WS504944
2015 FORD Fiesta 
3FADP4BJ3FM132479
2003 MAZADA 6 
1YVFP80C335M50418
2012 NISSAN Maxima 
1N4AA5AP6CC840612
2002 FORD Mustang 
1ZVFT85H875268058
2006 HONDA Accord 
1HGCM82666A010182

PUBLIC NOTICE #300008
10/17,24

PUBLIC SALE AUCTION

DIXIE STORAGE
1447 ACCESS Rd.

COVINGTON, GA 30014

NOTICE IS hereby given that Dixie 
Self Storage located at: 1447 Access 
Road, 
COVINGTON, GA. 30014. The 
Undersigned intend to sell household 
goods and 
PERSONAL PROPERTY to enforce 
imposed lien on said property 
pursuant to the
GEORGIA SELF Storage Facility 
Act, Georgia Code Section 10-1-210 
to 10-4-215. 
THE UNDERSIGNED will sell at 
Public Sale to the highest bidder on:
DATE   NOVEMBER 16, 2021           
Time 11 A.M. 

UNIT 1002 Joseph Marquis Johnson
UNIT 3006 Jordon Ryan 
UNIT 8004 Matthew Harris
UNIT
SALE IS subject to cancellation in 
the event of settlement. 
CALL 770-787-3039.

PUBLIC NOTICE #300035
10/24,31 

NOTICE OF Public Sale of Personal 
Property: Notice is hereby given that 
Covington Stor-it, located at 8165 
Washing St SW, Covington, GA 
30014; intends to sell the personal 
property according to the Georgia 
Self Storage Act, 10-4-210 through 
10-4-215 to satisfy the owner’s lien.  
All bids will be accepted online 
through www.storageauctions.com. 
The auction will end on or after 2 
November 2021, 3PM.  Covington 
Stor-it reserves the right to withdraw 
units from such a sale and reject 
any bid. Terms of sale are cash or 
money order only. 
SHANE POLK, 180, appears to 
contain; luggage, baskets, totes, 
boxes, bags, toys, mattress, 
speaker, tool box, rugs, Christmas 
Tree.
ROBIN CASEY , 332, appears to 
contain; Boxes, dresser, mattress, 
box frame, mirror, artwork, totes, 
clothing, bags, portable DVD player, 
night stand, stuffed animals.
AMY MOSELEY, 374, appears 
to contain; fishing rods, totes, 
generator, clothes, furniture dolly, 
mattress, bags, boxes, bike, hand 
dolly, tool box.
ANN FLOWERS, 427, appears to 
contain; Dresser, ottoman, speakers, 
nightstand, comforter, bags, totes, 
clothing, pillows, vase, cabinet, 
artwork, small dresser
ANGELA KEY,  444,  appears 
to contain; rug, shoes, bags, 
headboard, tote, mini dresser, 
boxes, bedframe, clothes.
VERONICA BAILEY, 499, appears 
to contain; mattress, mirror, box 
spring, pillows, box spring, clothing 
toddler mattress, boxes, dog kennel. 

PURCHASE MUST be paid for on 
the day of the auction with cash and 
valid ID at the location of the unit.  
All items are sold as is and must be 
removed from the property within 72 
hours, unless otherwise approved 
by the Manager, after the time of the 
sale.  Sale is subject to cancellation 
in the event of a settlement between 
the owner and the obligated party.
PATRICIA DANIELS
PROPERTY MANAGER
COVINGTON STOR-IT
8165 WASHINGTON St. S.W.
COVINGTON, GA 30014

PUBLIC NOTICE #200995
10/17,24

PUBLIC AUCTION Notice is 
hereby given that Brown Bridge 
Storage (formerly Extra Storage 
Rental Spaces) located at 11471 
Brown Bridge Road Covington GA 
30016, the undersigned intend to 
sell household goods and personal 
effects to enforce a lien imposed 
on said property pursuant to the 
Georgia Self Storage Facility Act, 
Georgia Code Section 10-1-210 
to 10-4- 215. The undersigned 
will sell at Public Auction by 
competitive bidding to the highest 
bidder on Monday November 
1, 2021 at 4:00pm CASH ONLY 
will be accepted at the time of 
purchase. Unit  27 Joanne Williams 
- Unit 24 Greg Holloway - Unit 106 
Regina Johnson -  Unit 39 Angel 
Moctezuma - Unit 153 Jacobi 
Menzies - Unit 517 Christopher 
Dube- Unit 502 Tamu Kidd - Unit 116 
Michelle Schrump - Unit 509 Donna 
Garrett - Unit 118 Linda Ferguson 
– Unit 57 Charlene Bond.  Sale is 
subject to cancellation in the event 
of settlement between owner and 
obligated party. We reserve the right 
to withdraw any unit from the sale. 
We also reserve the right to refuse 

any bid. 

PUBLIC NOTICE #200998
10/17,24

Trade Names
TRADE NAME 

REGISTRATION
AFFIDAVIT 

GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern:
PLEASE BE advised that JAKAI 

ENTERPRISE LLC  whose address 
is 45 HEATON DR COVINGTON 
GA 30016 is/are the owner(s) of 
the certain business now being 
carried on at 45 HEATON DR 
COVINGTON GA 30016 in the 
following trade name, to-wit: 
OSPREYand that the nature of said 
business is: TRANSPORTATION- 
PASSENGERS- MOTORCOACH 
This statement is made in conformity 
with O.C.G.A. §10-1-490 et seq. 
requiring the filing of such statement 
with the Clerk of Superior Court of 

this county.
THIS THE29TH day of SEPTEMBER  
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #300031
10/24,31

TRADE NAME 
REGISTRATION

AFFIDAVIT 
GEORGIA, NEWTON COUNTY

TO WHOM It may Concern:
PLEASE BE advised that MICHAEL 

J. COLLETTA, JR  whose address 
is 25 WOOD VALLEY DRIVE 
COVINGTON GA  30014 is/are the 
owner(s) of the certain business 
now being carried on at 25 WOOD 
VALLEY DRIVE Covington, GA 
30014 in the following trade name, 
to-wit: COLLETTA WOOD CRAFTS 
and that the nature of said business 
is: WOODWORKING CARFTS This 
statement is made in conformity with 
O.C.G.A. §10-1-490 et seq. requiring 
the filing of such statement with 
the Clerk of Superior Court of this 

county.
THIS THE 4th day of October 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE #200997
10/17,24

Call 770-728-1418 to subscribe or 
visit our website at covnews.com

SPECIAL!
Thanksgiving

Subscribe to 
The Covington News 
during the month 
of November and 

receive a  
FREE Turkey

Essential Everyday Turkey (10-16 lbs)  
from Food Depot

Subscription must be for 1 full year ($60 value);  
valid for new and renewal subscriptions (No Refund).

This offer is valid November 1 - November 19.

*OUR COST INCLUDES FREIGHT, STOCKING FEES,
AND ASSOCIATED EXPENSES.

FOODFOOD
DEPOTDEPOT
FOODFOOD
DEPOTDEPOT

QUALITY

PLUSPLUS  110%0%
OUR COST
PLUSPLUS  110%0%
ADDED AT THE REGISTER!
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Your Name: _____________________________  Phone #: ____________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Mail this whole page to The Covington News, P.O. Box 1249, Covington, GA 30015 or bring it 
to us at 1166 Usher Street, Covington. We’re open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Dropbox 
available after hours.

Write in your favorites from Newton County in the various categories below. You may complete just one category, a few categories or all of them. 
Your choices will be tallied and results published in January 2022 in The Covington News as part of the special “Best of Newton” magazine. All entries 
are due by 5 p.m., November 9, 2021. These entries will be entered in a random drawing for $100 first prize and $50 second prize. Entries received 
after 5 p.m., November 9, 2021 will not be counted and will not be entered in the drawing.

COMMUNITY:

Charity Event __________________________

Church________________________________

Civic Club _____________________________

Community Event _______________________

Nonprofit Organization __________________

______________________________________

Park __________________________________

Place to Volunteer ______________________

Summer Camp _________________________

AUTO & TRANSPORTATION:

Auto Body Shop ________________________

Auto Repair & Service ____________________

Car Wash ______________________________

Dealership Service ______________________

Heavy Equipment & Tractor _______________

______________________________________

New Car Dealership _____________________

Oil Change & Quick Lube _________________

______________________________________

Tire Store ______________________________

Towing Service _________________________

Used Car Dealership _____________________

EDUCATION:

College/University ______________________

Elementary School ______________________

High School ___________________________

Middle School __________________________

Pre-school _____________________________

Private School __________________________

School Administrator ____________________

School Teacher _________________________

MEDICAL:

Audiologist ____________________________

Cardiologist ___________________________

Children’s Dentist _______________________

Chiropractor ___________________________

Dentistry/Cosmetic Dentistry _____________

______________________________________

Dermatologist __________________________

Ear, Nose and Throat _____________________

Family Practice _________________________

Hearing Aid Center ______________________

Imaging Services _______________________

Internal Medicine _______________________

Lasik Surgery __________________________

Obstetrics & Gynecology _________________

______________________________________

Occupational Therapist __________________

______________________________________

Optometrist ___________________________

Oral Surgeon ___________________________

Orthodontics __________________________

Orthopedist ___________________________

Outpatient Surgery _____________________

Pediatrics _____________________________

Physical Therapist _______________________

Podiatrist ______________________________

Vein Specialist __________________________

PROFESSIONALS:

Bankruptcy Attorney ____________________

Civil Attorney __________________________

Contractor/Remodeler ___________________

Criminal Attorney _______________________

Electrical Contractor _____________________

Estate Planning Attorney _________________

Family Law Attorney _____________________

Insurance Agent ________________________

Personal Injury Attorney _________________

Pet Groomer ___________________________

Photographer __________________________

Plumber ______________________________

Real Estate Agent _______________________

Real Estate Closing Attorney ______________

______________________________________

Travel Agent ___________________________

Veterinarian ___________________________

BUSINESS:

Accounting/Tax Prep ____________________

Air & Heating Service ____________________

Appliance Store ________________________

Art Gallery _____________________________

Assisted Living Community _______________

______________________________________

Bail Bond Company _____________________

Bank _________________________________

Banquet Facilities _______________________

Barber Shop ___________________________

Beauty Salon ___________________________

Boutique ______________________________

Bridal Shop ____________________________

Carpet/Flooring Store____________________

Carpet Cleaning ________________________

Catering ______________________________

Child Care Center _______________________

Commercial Real Estate Company __________

______________________________________

Computer Repair _______________________

Dance Studio __________________________

Day Spa _______________________________

Dog Trainer ____________________________

Dry Cleaners ___________________________

Electric/Gas Providers ____________________

Event Venue ___________________________

Financial Advisement ____________________

Fitness Center/Gym _____________________

Floral Arrangements _____________________

Funeral Home __________________________

Furniture Store _________________________

Golf Course ____________________________

Grading and Hauling ____________________

Grocery Store __________________________

Gun Store _____________________________

Hardware Store _________________________

Health Food Store _______________________

Hotel _________________________________

Insurance Company _____________________

Investment Company ____________________

Jewelry Store __________________________

Landscaping ___________________________

Massage ______________________________

Mattress Store __________________________

Mortgage Lender _______________________

Music Store ____________________________

Nail Salon _____________________________

Package Store __________________________

Pawn Shop ____________________________

Pest Control ___________________________

Pet Daycare Center ______________________

Pet Hospital ____________________________

Pet Store ______________________________

Pharmacy _____________________________

Pressure Washing _______________________

Printing and Graphics ____________________

Real Estate Company ____________________

Retail Gift Shop _________________________

Retail Services __________________________

Roofing Contractor ______________________

Security Company ______________________

Self Storage Facility _____________________

Senior Care ____________________________

Septic Services _________________________

Spa Services ___________________________

Sporting Goods Retail ___________________

Tanning Salon __________________________

Temp Agency __________________________

Thrift Store ____________________________

Tool/Equipment Rental __________________

Travel Agency __________________________

FOOD & BEVERAGE:

Bar ___________________________________

Barbeque _____________________________

Breakfast ______________________________

Burger ________________________________

Cakes _________________________________

Coffee Shop ___________________________

Deli __________________________________

Desserts ______________________________

Family Restaurant _______________________

Fast Food ______________________________

Ice Cream _____________________________

Pizza _________________________________

Sandwiches ____________________________

Seafood _______________________________

Steak _________________________________

Sushi _________________________________

Wings ________________________________

WIN $50-$100
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